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SOVEREIGNTY  AND  GOVERNMENT 

EDMUND  BURKE'S  observation  that  "  it  is  very  rare  in- 
I  deed  for  men  to  be  wrong  in  their  feelings  concerning 
public  misconduct ;  as  rare  to  be  right  in  their  specula- 
tion upon  the  cause  of  it/'  applies  to  the  operations  of  the  human 
mind  upon  many  subjects.  As  products  of  evolution,  feelings 
arc  older  than  thoughts ;  they  represent  ages  of  adjustment  of 
the  human  organism  to  its  environment ;  they  are  closely  re- 
lated to  instincts.  Yet  it  would  not  be  safe  to  say  that,  while 
die  speculations  of  the  multitude  upon  the  causes  of  things  in 
general  are  more  or  less  fantastic,  the  feelings  of  the  multitude 
may  always  be  accepted  as  right  and  trusted  for  guidance.  No 
writer  more  vividly  than  Burke  himself,  in  his  Reflections  on  the 
French  Revolution  and  elsewhere,  has  shown  us  how  darkly  evil 
the  feeling  of  the  multitude  may  be  when,  in  moments  of  frenzy^ 
the  populace  gives  itself  over  to  acts  of  mad  destruction  or  of 
savage  cruelty. 

Accepting,  then,  the  general  truth  that,  with  some  startling 
exceptions,  the  feelings  of  mankind  are  sounder  than  its  specu- 
lations, we  are  confronted  with  the  complicating  fact  that  theories 
play  a  large  part  in  arousing  and  sustaining  feeling.  There  has 
never  been  a  popular  revolution  in  which  abstract  theories  of 
government  have  not  been  invoked  to  inflame  the  multitude. 
Theories  of  popular  sovereignty  played  this  part  in  the  French 
Revolution ;  theories  of  the  essential  sacredness  of  the  individual 
personality  played  a  like  part  in  the  anti-slavery  struggle  in 
fhe  United  States.     How,  then,  can  we  say  that  feelings  are  more 
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likely  than  theories  to  be  right,  when  feelings  and  theories  are 
so  intimately  blended? 

The  true  answer  to  this  question  is,  I  think,  that  theories  arc 
of  two  radically  different  kinds,  which  we  must  be  careful  to  dis- 
tinguish when  we  attempt  to  study  the  concerted  activities  of 
interacting  minds.  The  theories  that  inflame  passion  or  awaken 
conscience  are  not  the  scientific  or  the  pseudo-scientific  explan- 
ations of  causation  that  interest  the  intellect ;  rather  are  they 
certain  assumptions  regarding  ends  to  be  attained,  or,  more  ab- 
stractly, regarding  the  relative  values  of  the  things  that  men 
hold  dear.  At  the  opposite  pole  of  thought  from  speculation 
upon  the  causes  of  things,  they  are  theories  not  of  what  has 
been,  what  is,  and  what  inevitably  must  be,  but  of  what  ought 
to  be.  They  are  formulas  not  of  knowledge  or  of  error,  but 
rather  of  conviction ;  and  this  amounts  to  saying  that  they  are 
products  of  feeling  rather  than  of  thinking.  They  arouse  feel- 
ing, because  they  themselves  are  compressed  expressions  of 
feeling  and  have  a  correspondingly  high  explosive  power. 

The  power  and  the  fate  of  the  great  religions  of  the  world 
unmistakably  reveal  the  fundamental  difference  between  theories 
of  what  was  and  is,  on  the  one  hand,  and  theories  of  what  should 
be,  on  the  other  hand,  in  their  respective  relations  to  human 
feeling  and  to  conduct.  The  speculative  theories  of  causation 
embodied  in  religious  systems  have  fallen  into  discredit ;  but 
the  convictions  of  human  need,  of  the  supremely  desirable  ends 
of  life,  of  what  ought  to  be,  that  religious  systems  have  fostered 
and  transmitted,  have  been  and  in  the  main  are  still  vitally  true. 
The  intellectual  product  has  been  childish;  the  tremendous 
mass  of  feeling  has  been  on  the  whole  a  true  adjustment  of  con- 
science and  will  to  an  all-shaping  environment.  The  grotesque 
totemism  of  savagery,  as  a  theory  of  causation,  could  not  sur- 
vive the  infancy  of  the  human  mind ;  but  the  conviction  that 
the  totem  kin  ought  to  live  on  terms  of  mutual  aid  with  some 
chosen  species  in  the  plant  or  animal  world  preserved  food  and 
medicinal  supplies  from  wanton  destruction,  stimulated  human 
imitation  of  wild  creatures,  and  in  countless  useful  ways  enabled 
the  primitive  man  himself  to  survive.  The  theology  developed 
in  connection  with  monotheism,  as  an  explanation  of  the  origin 
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and  order  of  the  universe,  has  encountered  destructive  criticism 
in  a  scientific  age ;  but  the  conviction  that  men  whose  common 
lot  demands  a  comprehensive  organization  should  not  persist  in 
worshipping  hostile  gods  at  miscellaneous  altars  is  as  well 
grounded  to-day  as  it  was  when  warring  tribes  first  pooled  their 
interests  in  the  creation  of  political  states. 

Next  to  theories  of  religious  obligation,  theories  of  the  right- 
ful forms  of  government  and  of  the  rightful  scope  of  govern- 
mental power  have  most  profoundly  affected  human  feeling. 
They  have  pacified  stolid  millions  to  uncomplaining  obedience, 
as  in  the  czar-worshipping  Russias  of  yesterday.  They  have 
struck  the  spark  of  rebellion  that  has  dethroned  kings  and  dis- 
integrated empires.  To  the  extent  that  these  theories  are  form- 
ulas of  feeling  rather  than  of  speculation,  there  is  a  certain  pre- 
sumption that  they  are  true  products  and  expressions  of  some 
great  collective  need — that  they  reveal  obstinate  conditions  of 
existence,  to  which  the  social  scheme  and  the  common  conduct 
of  men  must  somehow  be  accommodated. 

Some  of  the  more  important  theories  of  government,  how- 
ever, that  have  been  held  in  modern  times  and  are  still  vital 
factors  of  continuing  political  evolution,  are  highly  complex 
products  of  both  popular  feeling  and  expert  speculation.  They 
have  been  thrown  into  their  accepted  form  by  intellects  of 
philosophical  grasp  and  power,  whose  conceptions  of  causation 
have  certainly  not  been  wholly  untrue.  Scrutinized  by  the 
logician,  they  have  been  found  to  be  masterpieces  of  reasoning. 
Granting  their  premises,  we  have  been  unable  to  reject  their 
conclusion,  that  human  government  may  rightly  do  this  or 
may  not  rightly  do  that.  But  when  attacked  as  merely  a  priori 
S3rstems,  they  have  fared  not  so  well.  The  origins  of  state  and 
government  which  political  philosophers  have  formulated  have 
been  derived  by  them  from  an  examination  of  the  nature  of  the 
state  or  from  an  analysis  of  political  forces.  The  historical 
origins  of  actual  states  and  governments  seem  to  have  been 
very  different;  so  different  that  the  philosophical  hypotheses 
appear  to  be  almost  unrelated  to  reality. 

The  sufficiency  and  the  finality  of  this  a  posteriori  criticism, 
I  now  venture  to  question.     I  think  that  it  has  been  too  literal 
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and  too  narrow,  and  that  it  has  missed  the  points  of  real  im- 
portance. What  it  is  really  worth  while  to  know,  I  suspect,  is 
whether  the  theories  in  question  represent  irresistible  forces 
and  express  them  with  substantial  truth.  If  they  do,  it  matters 
little  whether  these  forces  have  or  have  not  created  states  and 
established  governments  in  this  or  that  peculiar  way.  Have  the 
conclusions  respecting  the  rightful  authority  of  governments 
been  in  truth  not  only  logical  deductions  from  assumed  premises, 
but  also  expressions  of  prevalent  popular  feeling?  Has  the 
popular  feeling  corresponded  to  some  prevailing  condition  of 
social  existence,  and  therefore  to  some  compelling  necessity  for 
a  given  form  of  collective  conduct?  Do  this  moral  necessity 
and  the  underlying  conditions  of  existence  from  which  it  springs 
correspond  substantially,  if  not  narrowly  and  literally,  to  the 
conceptions  of  the  nature  and  origin  of  the  state  from  which 
the  propositions  touching  the  authority  of  government  have 
been  deduced?  If  these  questions  must  be  answered  affirma- 
tively, are  not  the  great  political  theories  substantially  verified 
by  a  posteriori  criticism,  and  have  we  not  a  scientific  basis  from 
which  to  forecast  the  probable  future  evolution  of  human  gov- 
ernment? 

For  the  purpose  of  this  inquiry,  I  propose  to  examine  the 
fact  as  well  as  the  conceptions  of  sovereignty ;  the  actual  forms 
and  powers  of  government  as  well  as  the  theories  of  their  legiti- 
mate range  and  activity. 

If  with  the  aid  of  such  a  product  of  critical  scholarship  as 
Professor  Dunning's  illuminating  volumes,*  one  traces  the  con- 
ception of  sovereignty  through  its  curious  wanderings  from  the 
Politics  of  Aristotle  to  the  De  corpore  politico  and  the  Levia- 
than of  Hobbes,  and  thence  down  through  the  analytical  juris- 
prudence of  Austin  to  the  lectures  of  Sir  Henry  Sumner  Maine, 
he  cannot  fail  to  see  that  the  so-called  " Austinian "  definition,* 

^Dunning,  Political  Theories,  Ancient  mnd  Mediaeval  (1902);  Political  Theories, 
from  Lather  to  Montesquieu  (1905). 

'  The  definition  is  in  fact  not  Austin's;  it  is  one  which  Maine  attributes  to  Austin. 
Cf,  Austin,  The  Province  of  Jurisprudence  Determined,  lecture  vi,  and  Maine,  Lec- 
tures on  the  Early  History  of  Institutions,  lecture  xii 
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which  has  become  the  cornerstone  of  modern  political  science, 
is  modem  not  only  chronologically  but  also  qualitatively  and 
structurally.  For  example,  nothing  so  arrests  the  attention  of 
a  reader  fresh  from  the  pages  of  Burgess,  of  Dicey,  of  Sumner 
Maine  or  of  Austin  himself,  on  going  back  to  the  writings  of 
Hobbes,  as  the  emphasis  that  Hobbes  lays  upon  supreme  right, 
in  distinction  from  supreme  power,  as  the  essential  attribute  of 
sovereignity. 

In  the  modem  mind  the  initial  political  thought  is  that  some- 
where, in  every  state,  there  resides  a  power  that  can  and  does 
compel  the  obedience  of  every  subject. 

There  is  in  eveiy  independent  political  communis — ^that  is,  in  eveiy 
political  communis  not  in  the  habit  of  obedience  to  a  superior  above 
itself — some  single  person  or  some  combination  of  persons  which  has 
the  power  of  compelling  the  other  members  of  the  communis  to  do 
exactly  as  it  pleases.  This  single  person  or  group — ^this  individual  or 
this  collegiate  sovereign  (to  employ  Austin's  phrase) — may  be  found 
in  every  independent  political  commimity  as  certainly  as  the  center  of 
giavi^  in  a  mass  of  matter.' 

And  Professor  Burgess,  answering  the  question,  '*  What  now  do 
we  mean  by  this  all-important  term  and  principle,  the  sove- 
reignty?" says:  "I  understand  by  it  original,  absolute,  unlim- 
ited, universal  power  over  the  individual  subject  and  over  all 
associations  of  subjects."  • 

Consistently  with  this  assumption  the  modern  mind  accepts 
the  distinction,  first  clearly  made  by  Bodin,3  between  the  state 
and  the  government — a  distinction  which  in  the  last  analysis 
means  that  sovereign  and  government  are  neither  necessarily 
nor  always  one  and  the  same.  Governments  may  and  do  fail 
to  enforce  their  commands;  nay,  may  themselves  be  over- 
thrown. The  sovereign,  however,  we  are  assured,  is  not  con- 
temned when  govemments  are  defied.  In  reality  it  is  the 
sovereign  that  acts ;  for  what  the  sovereign  permits,  the  sov- 

*  Maine,  loc  ciL  p.  349. 

'  Burgess,  Political  Science  and  Comparative  Constitutional  Law,  vol.  i,  p.  52. 

'Donning,  Political  Theories,  from  Luther  to  Montesquieu,  p.  103. 
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ereign  commands,   and   governments  are  but   creature^  and 
agents  of  the  sovereign  will. 

In  the  radically  different  thought  of  Hobbes,  sovereignty  is 
not  primarily  a  power  to  compel  obedience ;  it  is  rather  an  un- 
questionable right  to  compel,  if  it  can,  and  Hobbes  does  not 
pretend  that  it  always  can.  Talk  as  he  may  about  sovereignty 
holding  its  subjects  "  in  awe,"  he  is  barred,  by  his  initial  hy- 
pothesis that  through  a  social  covenant  sovereignty  is  instituted^ 
from  claiming  that  it  is  or  can  be  an  irresistible  power.  If 
instituted,  it  is  a  created  thing.  The  natural  man  gave  and  the 
natural  man  may  take  away.  On  this  point  Hobbes  has  no  illus- 
ions, notwithstanding  his  contention  that  in  the  social  covenant 
men  make  absolute  surrender  of  their  natural  rights  and  therefore 
of  their  wills ;  for  his  theory  of  revolution  amounts  to  an  admis- 
sion that,  while  subjects  have  no  right  to  resume  either  their 
natural  rights  or  their  natural  wills,  they  may  de  facto  resume 
their  natural  wills  and,  by  resolving  society  back  into  a  state  of 
nature,  get  back  de  facto  their  natural  rights.  If,  then,  we  hold 
with  modern  writers  that  sovereignty  is  supreme  power  and 
supreme  power  is  sovereignty,  while  a  supreme  right — instituted 
or  conferred  by  sovereignty — to  exercise  power  is  merely  gov- 
ernment, it  would  seem  that  Hobbes's  conception  of  sovereignty 
is  in  truth  a  conception  rather  of  government.  At  any  rate,  we 
may  at  least  claim  that  the  conception  of  Hobbes  leads  as  in- 
evitably to  the  identification  of  government  with  sovereignty 
as  the  "  Austinian  "  conception  to  the  distinction  between  state 
and  government. 

If  now  we  follow  the  concept  farther  and  farther  back,  to 
Bodin,  to  Dante,  to  Aristotle,  we  find  that  it  becomes  less  and 
less  "  Austinian."  For  one  thing,  it  becomes  more  concrete. 
Bodin,  it  is  true,  discourses  of  sovereignty  as  an  abstraction, 
since  he  recognizes  that  it  is  a  certain  bundle  of  attributes  and 
powers;  but  the  sovereignty  that  he  habitually  thinks  of  is, 
nevertheless,  embodied  in  a  sovereign,  that  is  to  say,  a  king. 
For  Dante,  sovereignty  and  monarchy  are  one  and  the  same. 
He  not  only  identifies  sovereignty  with  government,  he  also 
very  nearly  identifies  both  government  and  sovereignty  with  the 
state ;  his  conception  on  this  point  seeming  often  to  be  almost 
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the  exact  opposite  of  that  which  modern  writers  hold.  The 
state  is  the  empire  in  opposition  to  the  church,  and  the  legiti- 
mate emperor  in  the  Roman  succession  is  the  sovereign.  Aris- 
totle, familiar  with  every  form  of  the  state  and  of  govern- 
ment, does  not  thus  identify  sovereignty  only  and  always  with 
an  individual,  but  he  does  identify  it  with  some  very  concrete 
parcel  of  humanity ;  with  a  king  or  a  tyrant,  with  an  aristocratic 
class  or  oligarchy,  or  with  an  Athenian  demos — one  of  the  most 
concrete  things  that  ever  has  existed. 

Not  one  of  these  writers  possessed  Hobbes's  sharply  defined 
conception  of  sovereignty  as  supreme  and  absolute  right ;  not 
one  of  them  had  the  clean-cut  Austinian  conception  of  sover- 
eignty^ as  irresistible  power.  Rather  did  they  all  think  of  it 
more  or  less  crudely  and  hazily,  as  supreme  but  not  necessarily 
resistless  power,  as  supreme  but  not  necessarily  absolute  right, 
as  supreme  but  not  always  unquestionable  authority. 

Let  us  pass  now  from  these  conceptions  of  sovereignty  to  the 
social  fact  of  sovereignty ;  and  let  us  ask  whether  we  are  justi- 
fied in  assuming  that  the  fact  has  at  all  times  been  one  and  the 
same  fact,  or  whether  sovereignty  itself  may  have  been  a  vari- 
able, an  evolutionary  phenomenon,  created  by  and  in  turn  creat- 
ing varying  moods  of  human  feeling,  varying  attitudes  of  will, 
and  consequently  varying  conceptions  and  speculations.  This 
is  a  question  which,  I  suspect,  the  student  of  political  science  as 
such  or  the  jurist  as  such  may  be  unable  to  answer.  It  is,  I 
venture  to  think,  a  sociological  question ;  and  I  believe  that  the 
answer  to  it,  if  found  at  all,  must  be  found  through  ways  of  look- 
ing at  social  facts  and  processes  that  are  acquired  only  through 
some  sociological  training. 

Putting  aside  for  the  moment,  then,  all  carefully  phrased  defi- 
nitions and  finely  analytical  distinctions,  let  us  see  whether,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  really  is  somewhere  in  every  common- 
wealth a  finite  power,  personal  or  social,  that  either  does  or  can 
compel  the  obedience  of  practically  all  members  of  the  com- 
munity. I  am  aware  that  this  question  assails  fundamental  as- 
sumptions, which  have  been  thought  to  be  as  solid  as  the  ever- 
lasting hills.  But  now  and  then  in  the  progress  of  science  such 
questions  have  to  be  asked,  and  the  consequences  sometimes 
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are  curious.  Who  thirtyr  years  ago  would  have  dreamed  that 
physicists  would  so  soon  question  the  indivisibility  of  the  pri- 
mordial atom?  Yet  here  we  are  to-day  in  a  new  world  of  physi* 
cal  conceptions,  from  which  the  indivisibility  and  everlastingness 
of  the  atom  have  forever  been  banished.  When  the  old  con- 
ceptions were  subjected  to  a  really  radical  scrutiny,  under  the 
light  of  really  fundamental  facts,  they  crumbled.  Are  our  as- 
sumptions on  the  subject  of  sovereignty,  the  assumptions  of  poli- 
tical science,  certainly  more  substantial? 

As  might  have  been  expected,  it  was  the  consideration  of 
very  obvious  and  commonplace  facts  that  shattered  the  atom 
into  ions  and  corpuscles.  And  facts  that  daily  stare  us  in  the 
face  awaken  our  scepticism  about  sovereignty  of  the  "  Austin- 
ian "  description.  Is  there  any  power  in  any  commonwealth 
that  really  does  compel  the  obedience  of  everybody,  or  even  of 
every  particular  individual  whom  it  sets  out  to  coerce?  Does 
any  one  seriously  believe  that  there  is  such  a  power?'  In 
every-day  life  a  political  subject  who  cannot  successfully  defy 
or  elude  any  known  sovereign.  Christian  or  pagan,  oriental  or 
occidental,  during  some  part  of  his  waking  hours,  and  in  some 
of  his  affairs,  lacks  executive  ability.  He  will  never  be  a  satrap 
or  an  alderman,  certainly  not  a  "  magnate "  or  a  "  boss." 
Of  course  the  political  philosopher  admits  this,  but  he  tries  to 
save  his  assumptions  by  assuring  us  that  no  one  man  could  per- 
sistently defy  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  state,  if  the 
sovereign  really  set  about  the  business  of  bringing  him  to  book, 
or  that,  if  he  could,  the  rebel  himself  would  be  the  sovereign. 

Being  now  in  a  sceptical  frame  of  mind,  let  us  be  sceptical  to 
the  end.  Who  or  what  is  this  sovereign  that  can,  if  he  or  it 
will,  compel  an  unwilling  obedience?     Is  it  an  individual,  a 

'  Austin  certainly  did  not  so  believe.  His  own  words,  in  the  Province  of  Juris- 
prudence Determined,  lecture  vi,  are :  "  In  order  that  a  given  society  may  form  a 
society  political,  habitual  obedience  must  be  rendered  by  the  generality  or  bulk  of  its 
members  to  a  determinate  and  common  superior.  In  other  words,  habitual  obedience 
must  be  rendered  by  the  geruraliiy  or  hulk  of  its  members  to  one  and  the  same 
determinate  person  or  determinate  body  of  persons."  Austin  here  follows  the  per- 
fectly reasonable  thought  of  Bentham,  A  Fragment  on  Government,  chapter  i,  section 
xii,  and  the  passage  is  irreconcilable  with  the  definition  that  Maine  offers  as  "  Austin- 
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king?  Has  history  told  us  of  any  Idng  who,  alone  and  unaided, 
ever  compelled'  or  could  have  compelled  the  obedience  of  five 
per  cent  of  his  worshipful  subjects?  Is  the  sovereign  then  the 
long  plus  someone  else,  the  king  and  his  liegeman ;  or,  in  a  re- 
public, is  the  sovereign  some  definite  or  indefinite  number  of 
individuals  acting  together?  Undoubtedly  every  political  phil- 
osopher who  has  conceived  of  sovereignty  as  a  power  to  compel 
obedience  has  consciously  or  unconsciously  thought  of  it  as  a 
collective  power. 

Obviously  a  group  of  individuals,  if  their  number  is  large 
enough,  cah,  if  they  will  and  as  long  as  they  will,  compel  any 
one  individual  to  obey  them.  But  observe  that  we  are  here 
talking  not  of  an  indivisible  phenomenon,  that  is  to  say  of 
power,  but  of  a  complex  of  phenomena ;  that  is  to  say  of  power 
resulting  from  a  certain  correlation  of  forces  and  conditions.  If 
certain  individuals  will  the  same  thing  and  act  together,  and  if 
they  are  sufficiently  numerous,  they  undoubtedly  constitute  a 
power  that  can  compel  obedience.  Here,  at  last,  we  get  back 
to  our  fundamental  question :  Do  we  find,  in  every  state  and  at 
all  times  so  perfect  and  so  continuous  a  concert  of  so  many  in- 
dividual wills  that  at  every  instant  it  can,  whether  or  not  it  does, 
compel  the  obedience  of  all  or  of  most  of  the  members  of  the 
conmionwealth  ?  This  is  what  sovereignty  in  the  **  Austinian" 
sense  signifies  when  we  translate  the  abstract  into  the  concrete. 
So  interpreted,  is  sovereignty  in  the  *' Austinian"  sense  a  fact? 
I  have  to  record  my  perplexities  and  doubts.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  deny  that  in  certain  communities  and  at  certain  times 
certain  groups  of  men  attain  a  sufficient  degree  of  mental  and 
volitional  solidarity  to  compel  not  only  particular  individuals, 
and  not  only  great  numbers  of  individuals,  but  practically  entire 
commonwealths,  to  submit  and  obey  for  a  while.  But  I  suspect 
that  the  phenomenon  is  comparatively  rare  and  decidedly  inter- 
mittent. In  short,  I  suspect  that  sovereignty,  as  the  actual 
power  to  compel  obedience,  is  one  of  the  comparatively  rare,  as 
it  is  certainly  one  of  the  highly  complex,  phenomena  of  human 
society. 

If  after  weighing  these  objections  we  cannot  longer  think  of 
sovereignty  as  a  power  to  compel  obedience  save  as  an  occa- 
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sional  phenomenon,  how  shall  we  think  of  it?-  Or,  to  put  the 
case  a  little  differently,  what  practically  universal  social  phenom- 
enon is  it  that  has  compelled  the  political  philosopher  to  form 
some  conception  or  at  least  to  construct  some  definition  of  sover- 
eignty ?  One  thing  seems  plain.  In  every  state  we  do  find  a 
superior  or  a  supreme  power,  individual  or  collective,  which,  as 
a  general  thing,  is  respected  and  obeyed.  The  only  allegations 
that  we  have  questioned  are  that  this  power  is  always  absolute, 
that  it  always  secures  obedience,  and  that  it  can  always  compel. 

Obviously  the  question  that  we  now  should  ask  is:  What 
other  ways  of  getting  obedience  are  there  besides '  the  way  of 
compulsion?  And  if  we  find  that  there  are  other  ways,  we 
should  ask  if  each  is  correlated  with  some  historical  form  that 
sovereignty  assumes. 

The  earliest  and  probably  to  this  day  the  most  popular  con- 
ception of  sovereignty  identifies  it  with  a  personal  sovereign — 
a  monarch  or  a  dictator.  We  have  seen  that  no  mere  individual 
can  to  any  great  extent  compel  the  obedience  of  his  fellows. 
Yet  one  of  the  most  familiar  facts  in  human  society  is  the  actual 
obedience  of  the  inferior  many  to  the  superior  few.  From  the 
ringleader  of  the  school-boy  crowd  or  of  the  street  gang  to  a 
Julius  Caesar  or  a  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  we  find  every  gradation 
of  personal  supremacy  recognized  and  acknowledged  in  various 
acts  of  subordination  and  obedience,  ranging  from  a  mere  fol- 
lowing to  loyalty,  and  rising  at  times  to  an  almost  idolatrous 
devotion.  The  power  that  calls  forth  obedience  is  not  neces- 
sarily the  prowess  of  the  bully.  Now  and  then  physical  strength 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  personal  supremacy.  It  was 
conspicuously  so  in  William  of  Normandy;  but  Caesar  and 
Napoleon  are  understood  to  have  been  of  inferior  rather  than 
superior  physical  parts.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  linger  on  this 
point,  because  the  consensus  of  human  observation  is  clear.  In 
a  vast  majority  of  instances  the  leader  and  ruler  who  is  gener- 
ally obeyed  dominates  through  that  gift  which  psychologists 
call  the  power  of  impression — a  mental  and  moral  power,  the 
power  of  mere  mind  to  awe  and  to  fascinate,  at  times  to  inspire 
fear. 

Not  quite  so  familiar  a  fact  as  personal  supremacy,  but  a 
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commonplace  of  history  none  the  less,  is  the  supremacy  of  a 
superior  class.  If  individual  supremacy  may  be  called  personal 
sovereignty,  the  supremacy  of  many  superiors  collectively,  con- 
stituting an  aristocracy  or  an  oligarchy,  may  be  called  class 
sovereignty.  As  a  fact  of  history  such  supremacy  has  com- 
monly origfinated  in  conquest.  The  inferior  social  classes  have 
at  the  beginning  been  the  subjugated  inhabitants  of  a  conquered 
land,  whose  lives  have  been  spared  by  their  conquerors.  But 
the  day  comes  when  they  render  an  obedience  that  is  not  pri- 
marily enforced  by  physical  means.  It  may  be  a  homage  ren- 
dered to  authority — a  form  of  power  that  is  essentially  mental 
and  moral,  backed  up  by  tradition  and  sanctioned  by  religion ; 
a  power  appealing  to  the  sentiment  and  sometimes  to  the  con- 
science of  the  obedient.  Or,  obedience  may  be  exacted  by 
economic  superiority,  the  ruling  oligarchy  being  rich  and  the 
subservient  people  being  poor ;  the  exaction  nevertheless  falling 
well  short  of  compulsion. 

At  times,  however,  as  we  have  admitted,  there  appears  in 
human  populations  the  phenomenon  of  a  collective  power 
which,  for  the  time  being  and  until  the  power  itself  disinte- 
grates, is  physically  irresistible.  The  elementary  form  and 
primitive  example  of  it  is  the  mob-crowd  bent  on  vengeance, 
on  lynching  or  devastation.  Throughout  history  there  have 
been  occasions  when  the  masses  of  the  people,  aroused  to  oppo- 
sition and  compacted  by  revolutionary  madness,  have  become  a 
force  that  no  individual,  class  or  group  could  withstand.  In 
the  most  literal  and  brutal  sense,  it  has  compelled  obedience  to 
its  will.  In  modern  democracies  mere  numerical  majorities  are 
in  like  manner  irresistible,  even  in  days  of  domestic  peace,  so 
long  as  they  maintain  the  psychological  solidarity  of  a  crowd, 
because  resistance  instantly  converts  them  into  a  demoniac 
physical  power.  This  resistless  social  will-power  of  the  psycho- 
logically unified  crowd  or  majority  may  appropriately  be  called 
mass  sovereignty. 

Finally,  in  a  highly  intelligent  population,  where  reason  on 
the  whole  controls  sentiment,  there  are  evolved  a  collective 
opinion  to  which  individuals  in  general  defer  and  a  collective 
will  which  individuals  in  general  respect  and  obey.      Every 
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member  of  the  community,  from  the  humblest  to  the  highest, 
may  contribute  through  discussion  some  element  of  thought  to 
the  common  judgment,  and  through  voluntary  conduct  some 
element  of  moral  power  to  the  general  determination.  The 
general  will  so  evolved  might  command,  exact  or  compel  a  vast 
deal  of  individual  obedience,  but  actually  it  does  something 
different  and  higher.  It  evokes  obedience.  Individuals  in 
general  submit  to  it,  not  as  being  compelled  but  voluntarily, 
because  they  feel  that  such  is  the  right  and  the  normal  thing  to 
do.  Appealing  to  reason,  to  conscience  and  to  common  sense, 
the  general  will  calls  forth  a  cheerful  and  a  reasonable  service. 
This  tremendous  power  of  the  general  and  deliberate  will  is  a 
general  sovereignty,  in  the  sense  that  it  is  not  the  power  of  any 
mere  mass,  of  any  one  class  or  of  any  one  person. 

What  now  have  we  discovered  ?  Briefly  this.  Of  four  pos- 
sible and  familiar  modes  of  that  superior  power  which  in  polit- 
ical society  actually  secures  the  obedience  of  most  men  most  of 
the  time,  one  only  is  a  power  to  compel  obedience,  and  that 
one  is  a  power  that  is  conditional  upon  an  obsession  of  the 
multitude.  Personal  sovereignty,  the  oldest  and  on  the  whole 
the  commonest  form,  is  not  a  power  to  compel,  it  is  rather  a 
power  to  command  obedience.  Class  sovereignty,  appealing 
through  religion  and  tradition  to  human  sentiment,  or  relying 
on  superior  wealth,  is  a  power  to  inspire  or  to  exact  obedience. 
Mass  sovereignty,  the  sovereignty  of  the  overwrought  and  emo- 
tionally solidified  multitude,  is  for  the  time  being  a  true  power 
to  compel  obedience,  since,  while  it  lasts  and  as  far  as  it  can 
reach,  it  is  irresistible.  And  finally,  the  general  sovereignty  of 
an  enlightened  people  that  arrives  at  concerted  volition  through 
reason  and  discussion  is  a  power,  through  its  appeal  to  intelli- 
gence, to  call  forth,  that  is  to  say,  to  evoke  obedience. 

These  four  modes  of  sovereignty  are  not  indifferently  distri- 
buted among  the  peoples  of  the  earth.  One  does  not  spring 
up  in  any  given  commonwealth  irrespective  of  the  social  psy- 
chology found  there.  Each  is  correlated  with  a  particular 
development  of  mentality  in  the  population,  or,  to  speak  more 
technically,  with  a  particular  phase  of  the  social  mind. 

Personal  sovereignty,  or  the  power  to  command  obedience. 
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arises  where  the  collective  mental  life  is  little  more  than  in- 
stinctive. The  submission  of  many  wills  to  one  superior  will  is 
not  a  phenomenon  characteristic  of  highly  developed  or  reason- 
ing intelligence.  It  is  a  product  of  the  lowest  modes  of  mental 
activity.  It  is  found  throughout  the  animal  kingdom  as  among 
men.  It  occurs  almost  unconsciously,  as  does  instinctive  action 
of  every  kind.  The  individual  who  participates  in  it  does  not 
know  why  he  surrenders  his  own  mind  to  another  more  power- 
ful. He  does  it  as  a  dog  crouches  and  fawns.  In  brief,  the 
power  to  command  obedience  is  a  characteristic  product  of  an 
ideomotor  population. 

Class  sovereignty,  or  the  power  to  inspire  or  to  exact  obe- 
dience, is  correlated  with  a  slightly  higher  grade  of  mentality, 
namely,  the  emotional  or  sympathetic.  It  is  a  product  of 
sympathetic  like-mindedness.  The  superior  class,  making  its 
appeal  to  reverence,  to  sentiment,  or  to  the  love  of  splendor, 
addresses  the  feelings  rather  than  the  underlying  instincts  or  the 
overlying  intelligence. 

Mass  action  or  mass  sovereignty  also  depends  upon  emotion, 
but  not  upon  emotion  of  the  merely  sympathetic  sort.  To 
create  mass  sovereignty,  emotion  must  be  raised  to  a  high  pitch 
and  focussed  by  dogmas,  which  are  made  efficient  through 
symbols,  partisan  cries  and  fetishistic  emblems.  A  people  dog- 
matically like-minded  for  a  longer  or  a  shorter  time  becomes 
more  or  less  fanatical,  and  its  fanaticism,  fixed  upon  definite 
objects,  holds  great  numbers  of  individuals  in  a  state  that  may 
approach  a  frenzied  intolerance  of  disobedience. 

That  most  complex  phenomenon,  a  general  sovereignty,  can 
exist  only  in  a  community  of  the  generally  intelligent,  who  dis- 
cuss all  public  questions  in  a  rational  way,  and  who  bring  about 
a  concert  of  wills  through  an  exploitation  of  ideas,  rather  than 
through  an  explosion  of  feeling  or  through  uncontrolled  activity 
of  a  merely  instinctive  sort.  General  sovereignty  is  a  product 
of  deliberative,  that  is  to  say,  of  rational  like-mindedness. 

These  conceptions  of  sovereignty  enable  us  to  look  at  the 
phenomena  of  government  from  a  new  point  of  view.  A 
sociological  classification  of  governments,  in  turn,  may  reinforce 
our  interpretation  of  sovereignty. 
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Whatever  its  mode,  sovereignty,  as  disclosed  by  sociological 
analysis,  is  always  supreme  power,  and  not  mere  right.  So  far 
the  fundamental  concept  of  modern  political  science  is  a  true 
symbol  of  social  fact.  Moreover,  sovereignty  is  power  to  ob- 
tain if  not  always  physically  to  compel  obedience.  The  exer- 
cise of  supreme  power,  however,  in  the  actual  obtaining  of  obe- 
dience, is  not  carried  far  for  the  mere  sake  of  asserting 
supremacy.  Obedience  is  desired  as  a  means  to  some  end,  and 
as  such  it  is  more  or  less  systematically  required,  directed  and 
organized.  The  requisition,  direction  and  organization  of 
obedience  is  government. 

The  supreme  power  itself  may  govern,  or  it  may  delegate 
governing  power  and  authority.  The  personal  or  the  class 
sovereign  does  not  often  wholly  delegate  governing  functions. 
So  far  as  it  does  delegate,  it  usually  confers  authority  on  a  rela- 
tively small  number  of  individuals.  So,  whether  immediate  or 
delegated,  the  government  of  a  personal  or  of  a  class  sovereign 
is  usually  government  by  a  minority  of  the  individuals  compos- 
ing the  given  political  community.  The  mass  or  the  general 
sovereign  usually  does  delegate  governing  authority  and  power, 
and  usually  its  delegation  is  to  a  numerical  majority  of  the 
political  population.  This  majority,  in  turn,  usually  delegates 
the  actual  exercise  of  the  governing  power  to  a  limited  number 
of  functionaries,  who,  however,  are  but  the  strictly  subservient 
agents  of  the  majority.  Whether  immediate  or  delegated, 
therefore,  the  government  instituted  by  a  mass  sovereign  or  by 
a  general  sovereign,  is  usually  majority  government. 

Besides  these  distinctions  among  governments  as  immediate 
or  delegated,  and  as  minority  or  majority  governments,  we  have 
the  familiar  distribution  into  absolute  and  limited  governments. 
In  view  of  what  has  been  said  in  criticism  of  the  conception  of 
sovereignty  as  a  power  to  compel  obedience,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  argue  that  no  government,  except  it  be  instituted  by  mass 
sovereignty,  can  be  absolute  in  the  sense  that,  as  power,  it  is  un- 
limited. Practically  all  governments  are  limited  in  so  far  as  they 
are  modes  and  manifestations  of  power.  Any  government,  how- 
ever, may  be  absolute  in  the  sense  that  it  is  or  has  unlimited 
authority.     Any  sovereign  can  vest  any  government  that  it  may 
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institute  with  unconditional,  unlimited  authority,  that  is,  with  the 
right  to  do  anything  that  it  can  do.  We  have  seen  that  absolute 
government  in  this  sense  is  substantially  the  thing  that  Hobbes 
had  in  mind  when  he  discoursed  of  sovereignty.  As  a  rough 
distinction,  not  to  be  pressed  too  far,  it  is  scientific  to  think  of 
sovereignty  as  supreme  power,  right  or  wrong,  and  of  govern- 
ment as  the  supreme  authorized  exercise  of  power. 

Adhering  to  our  definitions  and  reservations,  we  observe  that, 
when  a  personal  sovereign  himself  governs  or  a  class  sovereign 
itself  exercises  governing  functions,  the  government  is  neces- 
sarily absolute,  since  the  sovereign  is  the  source  of  all  conditions 
and  limitations  affecting  authority.  But  any  sovereign,  personal, 
class,  mass  or  general,  may  institute  a  government  of  delegated 
powers,  and  the  government  may  be  either  absolute  or  limited, 
according  to  the  extent  of  the  authority  conferred. 

If  the  distinctions  thus  far  made — immediate  and  delegated, 
minority  and  majority,  absolute  and  limited — exhaust  the  funda- 
mental categories  of  governmental  mode,  it  is  obvious  that  there 
may  theoretically  be  eight  kinds  of  government,  since  there  are 
eight  possible  combinations  of  six  terms.  Practically  however, 
only  four  of  the  possible  kinds  are  or  have  been  great  social 
realities,  because  the  distinction  between  immediate  and  dele- 
gated modes  of  government  is  practically  of  no  importance  so 
long  as  the  mode  of  sovereignty  remains  the  same.  Delegated 
government,  we  again  observe,  does  not  often  appear  under 
personal  or  class  sovereignty,  and  immediate  government  does 
not  often  appear  under  mass  or  general  sovereignty.  Prac- 
tically, then,  as  great  social  realities,  the  modes  of  government 
are  these,  namely :  absolute  minority  rule,  limited  minority  rule, 
absolute  majority  rule  and  limited  majority  rule. 

Here  at  length  we  return  to  those  problems  that  were  the  sub- 
ject of  reflection  in  my  preliminary  remarks  about  the  relation 
of  popular  feeling  to  speculative  theorizing  on  the  subject  of 
government.  If  there  are  four  well-defined  modes  of  sover- 
eignty, and  four  well-defined  modes  of  government,  we  ought  to 
find  four  well-defined  groups  of  theories  or  tendencies  of  specu- 
lation on  the  nature  and  scope  of  government.     This,  as  a  matter 
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of  fact»  is  exactly  what  we  do  find  in  the  literature  of  political 
philosophy,  beginning  with  Hobbes  and  coming  down  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  Until  Hobbes,  not  all  the  possibilities  had  been  intel- 
lectually exploited.  Furthermore,  it  is  easy  to  compare  these 
speculations  one  with  another,  because,  curiously  enough,  all 
four  kinds  or  tendencies  have  been  stated  in  terms  of  that  inter- 
esting conception  known  as  the  covenant  or  contract  theory  of 
society,  and  each  is  represented  by  a  work  of  enduring  distinc- 
tion, which  has  exercised  great  influence  over  both  the  thinking 
and  the  conduct  of  mankind. 

The  contract  theory  has  this  peculiar  advantage  for  our  pres- 
ent purpose,  that  it  assumes  as  the  starting  point  of  political  de- 
velopment a  pre-existent  general  sovereignty ;  that  is  to  say,  it 
assumes  as  the  beginning  of  all  things  political  a  population  in 
which  every  man  is  his  own  master,  and  the  appearance  in  that 
population  of  a  concerted  opinion,  decision  and  will.  So  far 
the  writers  of  the  four  great  works  are  in  agreement.  They 
begin  to  disagree  when  they  ask  what  happens  next. 

According  to  Hobbes,  whose  immortal  Leviathan  is  an  ex- 
panded and  popularized  edition  of  his  almost  forgotten  De  car- 
pore  politico y  men  in  a  state  of  nature,  before  the  art  of  govern- 
ment has  yet  been  invented,  find  life  unendurable.  Presumably 
they  talk  things  over,  because  they  come  to  an  agreement  by 
unanimous  consent — ^an  absolutely  perfect  phenomenon,  let  us 
remark,  of  general  sovereignty.  They  agree  that  one  of  their 
number  shall  be  an  absolute  ruler  over  them,  and  having  fixed 
upon  the  individual,  not  by  the  blind  instinctive  method  whereby 
the  herd  selects  its  leader,  but  by  rational  choice,  they  make 
over  to  him  all  their  natural  rights.  He  is  to  hold  them  in  sub- 
jection, lay  commands  upon  them,  and  create  for  them  positive 
rights  in  place  of  the  natural  rights  surrendered.  Since  the 
sovereign  thus  becomes  the  sole  source  of  right,  there  can  be  no 
right  of  even  peaceful  revolution.  The  sovereign  ruler  cannot 
lawfully  be  deposed  by  his  subjects.  However,  if  they  rebel 
and  succeed  in  deposing  him,  their  action,  in  virtue  of  its  suc- 
cess, resolves  society  back  into  a  state  of  nature.  A  new  cove- 
nant may  then  be  made  and  a  new  sovereignty  be  set  up. 
Hence  the  practical  aphorism,  which  has  lent  immense  aid  and 
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comfort  first  and  last  to  both  the  English  and  the  American 
mind,  that  an  unsuccessful  revolution  is  a  rebellion  and  a  suc- 
cessful rebellion  is  a  revolution. 

Throughout  this  pretty  piece  of  logic  Hobbes  speaks  of  the 
instituted  ruler  as  the  sovereign.  Considering  sovereignty  as  a 
right  to  enforce  obedience  rather  than  as  a  power,  Hobbes's 
mind  is  intent  upon  the  transfer,  by  covenant,  of  the  original 
or  natural  right  of  each  individual  to  rule  himself,  to  a  sovereign 
who  may  thenceforth  rule  him.  In  such  a  transaction  as  Hobbes 
describes,  there  is  in  fact  no  transfer  whatsoever  of  sovereignty 
in  the  sense  of  power.  Sovereignty  remains  where  it  was  at 
first,  in  the  people.  They  have  merely  created  an  absolute 
minority  government,  nothing  more,  and  by  no  possibility  could 
they  by  deliberative  action  alienate  their  sovereignty.  By  a 
totally  different  process,  of  which  Hobbes  has  no  suspicion,  they 
may  lose  it.  Ceasing  to  be  rational  and  deliberative,  becoming 
impressionable  and  instinctive,  they  may  unconsciously  yield 
their  wills  more  and  more  to  a  ruler  of  forceful  personality. 
General  sovereignty  may  cease  to  exist,  and  personal  sovereignty 
may  take  its  place. 

John  Locke,  writing  under  political  conditions  very  different 
from  those  that  shaped  the  thinking  of  Hobbes,  conceived  of 
the  state  of  nature  in  a  radically  different  way,  and  his  thinking 
is  straight  and  clear  at  a  critical  point  where  Hobbes  goes 
wrong.  The  state  of  nature,  as  Locke  imagines  it  and  as  the 
Treatises  of  Government  picture  it,  is  by  no  means  intolerable ; 
it  is  only  inconvenient.  Men  therefore  are  under  no  necessity 
to  surrender  their  natural  rights.  They  institute  government 
only  to  achieve  desirable  ends  which  otherwise  they  could  not 
secure.  Therefore  they  never  arrive  at  any  common  intention 
to  create  a  personal  sovereign.  To  their  government  they 
delegate  limited  authority  only,  establishing  usually  a  limited 
monarchy.  Locke,  in  a  word,  sees  that  in  a  population  of  rea- 
soning beings,  capable  of  instituting  society  by  covenant,  sove- 
reignty inheres  and  must  forever  remain  in  the  people.  It 
cannot  by  any  process  of  deliberative  volition  become  personal. 
On  another  point,  however,  he  falls  down  where  Hobbes  walks 
with  assurance.  A  sovereign  people  may,  if  it  chooses,  create 
an  absolute  government,  and  sometimes  it  so  chooses. 
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In  the  Social  Cofitract  of  Rousseau,  we  have  for  the  first  time 
in  political  literature  a  remarkable  exposition  of  the  theoiy  oJ 
absolute  majority  government.     Along  with  it  we  have  a  defi- 
nite recognition,  such  as  we  find  in  the  pages  of  Aristotle,  that 
other  forms  of  sovereignty,  class  and  personal,  may  exist,  am! 
have  existed,  apart  from  any  social  contract,  and  that  undei 
any  form  of  sovereignty  government  may  be  absolute.     Thi 
political  organization  of  mankind,  Rousseau  reminds  us,  b^^ 
in  force,  not  in  contract.     Personal  sovereignty  and  absoluti 
minority  rule  were   not   instituted  by  covenant.     The   socia 
contract   is   made,   and  ''  association "   as   distinguished   f roo 
"  aggregation "  comes  into  existence,  through  a  general  revol 
against  minority  despotism.     The  state  of   oppression  unde 
which  men  have  lived  has  been  as  intolerable  as  any  state  o 
nature  conceived  by  Hobbes.    To  escape  from  it,  men  are  will 
ing  to  take  steps  quite  as  radical  as  the  absolute  surrender  o 
natural '  rights  to  a  personal  ruler,  which  Hobbes   imagined 
According  to  Rousseau,  men  unreservedly  surrender  their  indi 
vidual  wills  to  the  general  or  collective  will.     For  all  practics 
purposes  this  collective  will  is  the  will  of  a  majority.     It  i 
absolute,  and  every  individual  must  wish  that  it  shall  be  abso 
lute,  because  on  no  other  terms  is  society,  as  distinguishe 
from  minority  despotism,  possible  or  conceivable.     This  doc 
V  trine,  accepted  by  the  French  revolutionists,  is  accepted  also  i 
the  United  States  as  the  basis  of  political  party  discipline,  an 
is  put  in  force  by  every  trade-union  organization. 

American  political  philosophy  in  general,  however,  has  neve 
accepted  Rousseau's  doctrine  of  majority  absolutism,  and  Amei 
ican  constitutional  law  has  abjured  it.  To  what  influence  is  tli 
American  principle  traceable,  that  even  the  majority  may  exe: 
cise  only  limited  powers  of  government?  I  mean,  of  course,  t 
what  is  it  traceable  as  a  consciously  accepted  theory.  As  prai 
tice  its  causes  must  be  found  in  conditions  to  be  indicated  lab 
on.  In  the  evolution  of  theory  we  ought  to  find  some  not 
worthy  work  standing  for  limited  majority  rule  in  opposition  1 
Rousseau's  absolutism,  as  Locke's  Civil  Government  stands  f< 
limited  minority  rule  in  opposition  to  the  absolutism  of  Hobbc 
Such  a  book  there  is,  and  while  in  recent  years  it  has  not  oft< 
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been  quoted  or  discussed,  it  comprehensively  reflected  Amer- 
ican revolutionary  thinking,  and  it  exerted  a  deep  and  wide  in- 
fluence during  the  formative  period  of  American  constitutional- 
ism. I  refer  to  Thomas  Paine's  The  Rights  of  Man,  In 
substance  this  work  is  a  vigorous  defence  of  the  French 
"  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man,"  which,  as  all  students  of 
political  history  are  now  aware,  was  far  more  a  product  of 
American  than  of  French  political  thought.  Speciflcally, 
Paine's  tract  is  a  masterly  arraignment  of  Burke's  Reflections  on 
the  French  Revolution^  and  in  particular  of  Burke's  contention 
that  the  people  of  England  ''  utterly  disclaim  "  the  alleged  fun- 
damental rights  to  choose  their  own  governors,  to  cashier  them 
for  misconduct,  and  to  frame  a  government  for  themselves. 
Burke  asserted  that  the  English  people  had  disclaimed  these 
rights  because  Parliament,  in  a  declaration  to  William  and  Mary, 
had  said :  ''  The  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  Commons 
do,  in  the  name  of  the  people  aforesaid  [meaning  the  people  of 
England  then  living]  .  .  .  most  humbly  and  faithfully  submit 
themselves,  their  heirs  and  posterities  forever." 

Such  a  declaration,  Paine  argues,  can  have  no  binding  force 
for  succeeding  generations.     He  says : 

There  never  did,  there  never  will,  and  there  never  can  exist  a  parlia- 
ment of  any  description  of  men,  or  any  generation  of  men,  in  any 
country,  possessed  of  the  right  or  the  power  of  binding  and  controlling 
posterity  to  the  **  end  of  time^^^  or  of  commanding  forever  how  the 
world  shall  be  governed,  or  who  shall  govern  it :  And  therefore  all  such 
clauses,  acts  or  declarations,  by  which  the  makers  of  them  attempt  to 
do  what  they  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  power  to  do,  nor  the  power 
to  execute,  are  in  themselves  null  and  void.  Every  age  and  genera- 
tion must  be  as  free  to  act  for  itself,  in  all  cases  ^  as  the  ages  and  gen- 
erations which  preceded  it.  The  vanity  and  presumption  of  governing 
beyond  the  grave ,  is  the  most  ridiculous  and  insolent  of  all  tyrannies. 
Man  has  no  property  in  man ;  neither  has  any  generation  a  property  in 
the  generations  which  are  to  follow.  The  parliament  or  the  people  of 
1688,  or  of  any  other  period,  had  no  more  right  to  dispose  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  present  day,  or  to  bind  or  to  control  them  in  any  shape 
whatever^  than  the  parliament  or  the  people  of  the  present  day  have  to 
dispose  of,  bind  or  control  those  who  are  to  live  a  hundred  or  a  thou^ 
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sand  years  hence.  Every  generation  is  and  must  be  competent  to  all 
the  purposes  which  its  occasions  require.  It  is  the  living,  and  not  the 
dead,  that  are  to  be  accommodated.  When  man  ceases  to  be,  his 
power  and  his  wants  cease  with  him ;  and  having  no  longer  any  partici- 
pation in  the  concerns  of  this  world,  he  has  no  longer  any  authority  in 
directing  who  shall  be  its  governors,  or  how  its  government  shall  be  or- 
ganized, or  how  administered.^ 

It  must  be  admitted  that  this  statement,  as  it  stands,  falls 
short  of  the  assertion  that  the  rightful  powers  of  majorities,  as 
such,  are  limited.  But  the  principle  is  clearly  implied.  If  not 
even  the  nation  itself  as  a  whole  may  rightfully  bind  future 
generations,  the  absolutism  of  the  majority  has  no  leg  to  stand 
on.  Moreover,  in  the  last  analysis  Paine  rests  his  case  on  the 
axiom  that  "  the  rights  of  man  in  society  are  neither  devisable, 
nor  transferable,  nor  annihilable,  but  are  descendable  only."  • 
This  is  the  same  axiom  that  is  otherwise  expressed  in  the  first 
two  articles  of  the  "  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man,"  namely: 

Men  are  bom  and  always  continue  free,  and  equal  in  respect  to  theii 
rights.  Civil  distinctions,  therefore,  can  be  founded  only  on  public 
utility. 

The  end  of  all  political  association  is  the  preservation  of  the  natural 
and  imprescriptible  rights  of  man ;  and  these  rights  are  liberty,  property, 
security,  and  resistance  of  oppression. 

In  reaffirming  and  supporting  these  declarations,  and  especially 
the  second,  Paine  is  unquestionably  attacking  absolutism  undei 
every  form  and  disguise.  If  the  end  of  all  political  associatior 
is  the  preservation  of  natural  and  imprescriptible  rights,  ther 
neither  majorities  nor  councils  nor  kings  can  have  unlimitec 
authority.  Back  of  all  authority  lie  powers  and  rights  that  can- 
not be  delegated. 

This,  the  doctrine  of  limited  majority  rule,  has  in  America  it 
effective  legal  expression  in  our  constitutional  limitations,  ou: 
system  of  checks  and  balances,  and  especially  our  two-third 

*  The  Political  Works  of  Thomas  Paine  (1826),  pp.  8-9.    The  Writings  of  Thorns 
Paine,  edited  by  Conway,  vol.  ii,  pp.  277,  278. 
'  Ibid,  p.  107.     Conway,  ii,  p.  365. 


No.  I]  SO  VEREIGNTY  AND  GO  VERNMENT  2 1 

and  three-fourths  rules  governing  the  adoption  and  amendment 
of  constitutions  themselves.  All  these  provisions  are  assertions 
and  guarantees  of  rights  of  minorities  and  of  individuals  against 
majority  power.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, but  it  found  its  strongest  and  best  expression  in  an 
American  document  antedating  the  Declaration  almost  exactly 
as  long  as  that  document  antedated  the  French  "  Declaration  of 
the  Rights  of  Man."  This  was  the  report  on  the  "Natural 
Rights  of  the  Colonists,"  made  to  the  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence by  Samuel  Adams,  Joseph  Warren  and  Benjamin  Church 
at  Faneuil  Hall,  November  20,  1772.  In  the  first  part  of  the 
report,  on  "The  Natural  Rights  of  the  Colonists  as  Men," 
written  by  Samuel  Adams,  we  read : 

All  men  have  a  right  to  remain  in  a  state  of  nature  as  long  as  they 
please  ;  and  in  case  of  intolerable  oppression,  civil  or  religious,  to  leave 
the  society  they  belong  to,  and  enter  into  another. 

When  men  enter  iuto  society,  it  is  by  voluntary  consent;  and  they 
have  a  right  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  performance  of  such  con- 
ditions and  previous  limitations  as  form  an  equitable  original  compact. 

Every  natural  right  not  expressly  given  up,  or,  from  the  nature  of  a 
social  compact,  necessarily  ceded,  remains. 

All  positive  and  civil  laws  should  conform,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the 
law  of  natural  reason  and  equity.' 

Is  it  too  much  to  claim  that  in  affirmations  and  declarations 
like  these,  and  in  the  limitations  that  our  constitutions  place  upon 
government,  we  have  an  unequivocal  expression  of  that  doc- 
trine of  limited  majority  government  which  has  found  in  later 
years  its  finished  philosophical  expression  in  Herbert  Spencer's 
Social  Statics  and  the  Liberty  of  John  Stuart  Mill? 

It  is  not  my  purpose  here  to  urge  that  any  one  of  the  four 
great  kinds  of  government  is  superior  to  the  other  three,  or  that 
any  one  is  intrinsically  more  reasonable  than  another  or  has  a 
superior  warrant  in  natural  justice.  I  am  concerned  only  to 
point  out  certain  conditions  under  which  men  do  as  a  matter  of 
fact  make  such  assumptions  as  those  which  the  great  political 

^  Wells,  The  Life  and  Public  Services  of  Samuel  Adams,  vol.  i,  p.  50a.  . 
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theorists  have  made,  and  do  in  fact  institute  one  or  another  of 
the  forms  of  government,  here  described,  in  approximate  ac- 
cordance with  their  theoretical  assumptions.  I  hope  thus  to 
answer  the  question,  submitted  at  the  beginning  of  my  paper^ 
whether  the  theories  in  question  are  substantially  true  accounts 
of  great  and  irresistible  forces. 

Under  what  conditions  then,  if  ever,  are  the  assumptions  that 
Hobbes,  Locke,  Rousseau  and  the  American  writers  respectively 
make,  substantially  true?  Through  the  working  of  what  forces 
do  men  institute  now  absolute  and  now  limited  minority  rule ; 
now  absolute  and  now  limited  majority  rule? 

Hobbes  assumes  a  state  of  nature  that  is  intolerable,  and  then 
he  further  assumes  that  because  of  its  intolerableness  men  will 
unconditionally  alienate  their  natural  rights  in  exchange  for  peace 
and  order.  Now  the  only  question  that  need  concern  us,  is  this: 
If  at  any  time  Hobbes's  primary  assumption  is  substantially  true, 
and  whensoever  and  wheresoever  it  is  true,  will  not  men,  though 
they  cannot,  as  he  assumes,  wholly  surrender  their  natural  wills, 
waive  all  question  of  conditions  or  limits  attaching  to  the  exer- 
cise of  supreme  power  and  thereby  set  up  absolute  minority 
government?  Do  not  all  these  conditions  prevail,  and  are  not 
the  assumptions  of  Hobbes  for  all  practical  purposes  true,  when- 
ever, through  unorganized  rebellion,  society  is  resolved  into 
chaos  and  a  reign  of  terror?  Have  not  such  episodes  invariably 
been  followed  by  the  rule  of  the  dictator?  Have  not  the  pas- 
sions, the  theories  and  the  interests  of  men  under  these  circum- 
stances conspired  to  establish  and  to  maintain  absolute  minority 
rule?  Has  the  history  of  the  lesser  republics  in  America,  not- 
withstanding their  formal  imitation  of  constitutional  precedents 
established  by  the  United  States,  been  essentially  different  from 
that  of  the  Greek  and  Italian  tyrannies,  or  from  the  dictatorship 
of  Napoleon? 

Locke's  fundamental  assumption  is  that  the  state  of  nature  is 
not  intolerable.  Holding  with  Hooker  that  men  are  naturally 
brethren  and  inclined  to  cooperate,  he  assumes,  secondly,  thai 
they  institute  government  not  from  necessity  but  for  utility 
Under  such  circumstances  they  will  not  make  a  bad  bargain  foi 
themselves.     It  is  inconceivable  that  they  should  set  up  or  sub 
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mit  to  any  fonn  of  absolutism.  Whatever  government  they 
create  and  tolerate  will  be  one  of  limited  powers.  It  will  exist 
by  the  consent  of  the  governed,  and  it  will  be  held  to  responsi- 
bility and  good  behavior.  Is  it  necessary  to  argue  that  the 
whole  history  of  the  institution  known  as  "  limited  monarchy  " 
is  an  all-sufficient  verification  of  Locke's  reasoning  ?  Unlike  des- 
potisms* limited  monarchies  have  not  sprung  out  of  social  chaos. 
They  have  come  into  being  as  products  of  an  almost  impercep- 
tible social  evolution,  the  essential  characteristics  of  which  have 
been  a  steadily  developing  mental  homogeneity  of  the  people 
and  a  growing  capacity  on  their  part  for  spontaneous  coopera- 
tion, including  the  practice  of  self-government. 

Minority  governments  are  passing  away,  and  the  assumptions 
that  concern  us  as  modem  men  are  those  of  Rousseau  and  of 
the  earlier  American  writers.  One  or  the  other  of  these  groups 
of  assumptions  carries  within  it  the  prophecy  of  the  ultimate 
democracy.  The  practical  affairs  of  the  vast  populations  that 
are  destined  to  dwell  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  federal 
nations  and  empires  of  the  future  will  be  conducted  under  a 
majority  rule  that  may  be  a  form  of  absolutism  or  may  be  a 
form  of  liberalism.  Is  the  ultimate  democracy  to  be  a  political 
system  wherein  the  individual  must  lose  his  identity  through  the 
suppression  of  the  liberties  of  both  individuals  and  minorities? 
Or  is  it  to  be  a  political  system  within  which  the  individual  shall 
be  more  and  more  clearly  differentiated,  and  endowed  with 
sacredly-guarded  private  rights?  In  a  word,  are  we  to  have  the 
democracy  of  solidarity,  mechanical,  irresistible,  ruthless,  or, 
rather,  the  democracy  of  individuality,  complex,  spontaneous, 
flexible — the  democracy  of  liberty? 

The  fundamental  assumption  of  Rousseau  is  perhaps  all  in  all 
the  most  interesting  one  that  has  been  made  in  political  phil- 
osophy. It  is  so  strikingly  like  that  of  Hobbes,  and  yet  so 
startlingly  different.  As  Rousseau  views  them,  the  relations 
that  Hobbes  calls  political  society  did  not  originate  in  a  cove- 
nant, but  the  relations  that  Rousseau  himself  calls  society  have 
that  origin  always.  The  states  of  the  past  have  been  not  so- 
cieties but  "aggregations,"  hammered  together  by  force  and 
oppression.     States  become  societies,  i .  e,,  "  associations  "  rather 
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than  mere  "  aggregations,"  when  the  relations  of  men  to  one 
another,  and  between  themselves  and  their  governments,  are 
created  no  longer  by  force,  but  freely  by  contract.  So  far  Rous- 
seau is  historically  sound.  Now  his  assumptions  begin.  Men 
create  society  by  compact  to  escape,  not  from  a  state  of  nature, 
intolerable  or  otherwise,  but  from  a  historically  established 
oppression,  which  is  quite  as  intolerable  as  the  state  of  nature 
pictured  by  Hobbes.  To  escape  from  it  men  unconditionally 
merge  their  individual  wills  in  a  collective  will.  At  this  point 
Rousseau's  thinking  is  identical  with  that  of  Hobbes.  In  a 
minor  point  also  it  is  the  same.  Both  Hobbes  and  Rousseau 
assume  that  under  the  social  compact  objecting  mihorities  can 
rightfully  claim  no  consideration.  According  to  Hobbes  they 
remain  in  a  state  of  nature,  which  is  a  state  of  war,  and  they  - 
must  accept  the  fate  of  the  vanquished.  According  to  Rousseau 
they  prefer  to  remain  under  oppression,  and  they  therefore  may 
not  complain  if  they  are  oppressed  by  any  power  strong  enough 
to  deprive  them  of  liberty.  Rousseau's  doctrine  in  brief  is  that 
mankind  escapes  from  a  state  of  oppression  into  a  state  of 
association  only  by  merging  the  individual  will  in  a  collective 
will,  accepting  the  will  of  the  majority  as  identical  with  the  col- 
lective will,  and  permitting  the  majority  to  rule  absolutely. 

Whoever  soberly  reflects  upon  these  assumptions  of  Rous- 
seau's political  philosophy,  is  bound,  I  think,  to  be  startled  by 
the  examples  that  will  press  upon  his  mind  of  the  practical  ac- 
ceptance of  Rousseau's  principles  in  modem  democratic  society. 
Not  to  dwell  on  such  illustrations  as  our  political  system  affords, 
in  the  unit  rule  in  nominating  conventions,  in  the  caucus  sys- 
tem, in  machine  and  boss  domination,  let  us  look  for  a  moment 
at  the  situation  in  that  vast  non-political  organization,  the 
modern  industrial  system.  The  modem  trade  union  is  perhaps 
the  most  perfect  exemplification  ever  seen  of  absolute  majority 
rule.  Whatever  the  question,  it  is  considered  and  decided 
without  the  slightest  regard  for  individual  interests  or  the 
slightest  recognition  of  any  individual  right  that  happens  to  con- 
flict with  majority  interests.  So  far  as  the  trade  unions  can 
control  the  situation,  no  individual,  not  a  member  of  the  organ- 
ization, is  permitted  to  make  his  living  as  a  wage-earner,  and  if 
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he  comes  into  the  organization,  he  enters  upon  terms  of  abso- 
lute submission  to  its  authority.  He  can  make  no  individual 
bargain  with  his  employer ;  he  can  work  only  as  many  hours  as 
the  majority  dictates,  with  only  such  men  as  the  majority  per- 
mits, and  for  only  such  wages  as  the  majority  agrees  to. 

And  what  Justification  or  extenuation  for  all  this  majority 
absolutism  does  organized  labor  urge?  What,  indeed,  but  pre- 
cisely that  fact  which  Rousseau  assumed  as  the  original  occa- 
sion of  the  social  contract  with  all  its  consequences-^the  fact  of 
oppression.  The  working  man  avers  that  without  his  organiza- 
tion he  would,  under  the  Wage-system,  be  reduced  to  a  practical 
and  helpless  slavery.  And  so  completely  and  intensely  does  he 
believe  this,  that  he  looks  upon  a  non-union  workman  as  the 
natural  and  declared  enemy  of  the  whole  wage-earning  class. 
If  a  workman  will  not  join  in  the  social  compact,  merge  his  will 
in  the  collective  will  and  loyally  accept  majority  rule,  he  is  a 
"scab,"  living  and  willing  to  live  under  oppression,  and,  as 
such,  a  being  without  moral  rights,  entitled  to  no  consideration. 
When  in  the  light  of  such  facts  we  reflect  how  far  the  labor 
movement  is  shaping  and  will  henceforth  shape  all  political 
movements,  we  shall  perhaps  realize  how  far  the  majority 
absolutism  of  Rousseau  has  already  begun  to  shape  our  democ- 
racy. The  record  in  detail  is  little  short  of  astonishing.  It  is 
hardly  too  much  to  say  that  Mr.  Lecky's  history  of  Liberty  and 
Democracy  is  from  one  point  of  view  little  more  than  a  narra- 
tive of  the  growth  in  the  nineteenth  century  of  majority 
absolutism. 

What  then  of  the  assumptions — if  any  can  be  discovered — 
underlying  the  theory  of  limited  majority  rule?  And  what  are 
the  conditions  under  which  we  may  expect  to  see  a  develop- 
ment of  that  democracy  which  cherishes  individual  liberty,  be- 
lieves in  minority  rights  and  desires  the  highest  possible 
differentiation  and  perfection  of  individual  life?  One  part  of 
the  answer  to  these  questions  is  immediately  obvious.  A 
limited  majority  rule  can  never  be  established  or  maintained 
when  society  is  breaking  down  into  a  state  of  "  war  of  every 
man  against  every  man,"  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  is  so 
highly  organized  on  a  basis  of  class  distinctions  that  it  is  prac- 
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tically  what  Rousseau  called  it,  an  "  agg^regation  "  held  together 
by  force  and  oppression.  This  observation  points  to  the  under- 
lying assumption  of  writers  like  Adams  and  Paine,  and  other 
American  democratic  theorists,  and  reveals  a  certain  superiority 
of  their  insight  as  compared  with  the  more  ambitious  philoso- 
phizing of  Spencer  and  Mill. 

The  early  American  writers  assumed  that  men  are  bom  "  free 
and  equal; "  and  while  they  doubtless  meant  to  emphasize  the 
equality  that  consists  in  rights,  they  undoubtedly  had  in  mind 
also^if  not  always  quite  consciously— other  kinds  of  objective 
equality,  such  as  equality  of  economic  opportunity  and  an 
approximate  equalfty  of  ability.  In  point  of  fact  such  equality 
is  approximately  realized  under  colonial  conditions.  It  was 
approximately  realized  in  early  American  life.  The  land  was 
rich  and  boundless.  Labor  was  scarce.  Any  man  of  force 
and  enterprise  could  support  a  family  and  acquire  a  moderate 
fortune.  There  were  no  great  fortunes ;  and  the  state  had  not 
yet  created  artificial  personalities  of  immortal  life  to  dominate 
the  industrial  world.  The  population  was  made  up  for  the  most 
part  of  selected  stocks,  of  men  and  women  possessed  of  suffi- 
cient brains,  enterprise,  courage  and  idealism  to  undertake  the 
task  of  exploiting  a  new  world  and  creating  a  new  human 
society.  Approximately  they  were  in  fact  equal  and  free,  as 
the  political  writers  assumed.  As  such  they  did  not  and  could 
not  deliberately  institute  or  desire  to  maintain  any  form  of 
absolute  power.  And  there  was  neither  "  a  natural  state "  of 
war,  nor  any  intolerable  oppression,  other  than  that  of  a  foreign 
yoke  that  might  be  thrown  off,  to  compel  them  to  establish  a 
government  of  more  than  limited  powers. 

Can  we  doubt  that  in  these  conditions  we  see  the  only  possi- 
ble basis  of  a  liberal  democracy?  Given  homogeneity  and  its 
concomitant  fraternity,  given  the  deliberative  mind  and  with  it 
that  general  sovereignty  which  is  the  supreme  expression  of 
intelligent  popular  power,  and  given  an  approximate  equality  of 
abilities  and  of  objective  conditions,  including  economic  oppor* 
tunities,  must  we  not  have  a  limited  majority  rule,  observing  a 
due  regard  for  individual  rights  and  liberties,  as  inevitably  as, 
under  oppression,  we  must  have  an  absolute  majority  rule? 
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Can  we  escape  from  the  conclusion  that  if  the  ultimate  democ- 
racy is  to  be  liberal,  cherishing  true  freedom  and  perfecting 
individual  life,  there  must  be  a  great  broadening  of  economic 
opportunity, — ^through  public  ownership,  or  otherwise — a  whole- 
sale destruction  of  state-created  privilege,  a  wider  distribution 
of  power,  and  a  leveling  up  of  educational  attainments? 

One  final  reflection  may  be  offered.  If  the  correlation  be- 
tween modes  of  the  social  mind  and  modes  of  sovereignty  is 
such  as  has  here  been  indicated,  and  if  the  correlation  between 
forms  of  government  and  social  conditions  is  substantially  that 
which  our  conclusions  set  forth,  may  we  not  argue  from  as- 
sumptions to  conditions  as  well  as  from  conditions  to  assump- 
tions? The  question  is  one  not  to  be  answered  hastily,  for  it 
is  fraught  with  large  issues.  If  it  be  true  that  accepted  axioms 
of  political  philosophy  are  products  of  prevailing  experience, 
diere  would  seem  to  be  no  escape  from  the  conclusion  that,  in 
this  present  age,  a  vast  amount  of  actual  oppression  has  still  to 
be  met,  and  must  by  one  or  another  means  be  overthrown. 
For,  beyond  any  doubt,  the  accepted  political  philosophy  in  this 
great  American  Republic  is  today  not  that  of  Adams  and  Paine, 
but  is  rather  that  of  Rousseau.  It  behooves  us  then  in  all 
soberness  to  ask  whether  we  have  not  gone  over  to  the  theory 
and  practice  of  absolute  majority  rule  for  the  very  reason  that 
Rousseau  himself  postulates  when  he  declares  that  men  sink 
their  individual  wills  in  the  general  will,  hoping  thereby  to  meet 
oppression  with  invincible  power. 

Franklin  H.  Giddings. 


LEGISLATIVE  REGULATION  OF  RAILWAY  RATES 

IN  order  to  understand  the  attitude  of  the  public  mind  in 
regard  to  legislative  regulation  of  railway  rates,  the  present 
system  of  competitive  rates  and  its  effects  upon  trade  must 
be  understood.  Ever  since  competitive  railways  have  existed, 
the  actual  competitive  rates,  as  is  well  known,  have  been  made 
by  the  rebate  system.  Under  this  system  exactly  the  same 
tariff  rates  are  collected  from  all  shippers.  Later,  a  portion  of 
the  money  thus  collected — sometimes  five  per  cent,  sometimes 
ten  per  cent  and  sometimes  as  much  as  fifty  per  cent — is 
secretly  returned  to  some  of  the  shippers,  but  not  to  all. 

The  rebate  is  the  offspring  of  competition ;  it  is  never  paid 
except  on  competitive  business,  and  it  is  paid  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  traffic  which  might  otherwise  be  carried  by  a  rival 
and  competing  railway.  It  probably  originated  with  the  rail- 
ways. In  the  beginning  it  was  confined  to  the  g^reat  staples, 
such  as  grain,  fuel  and  other  commodities,  on  which  the  freight 
rate  is  several  times  the  possible  profit,  of  the  merchant.  The 
modus  operandi  may  be  illustrated  by  the  grain  trade,  on  which 
a  net  profit  of  one-half  a  cent  per  bushel  is  considered  ample. 
The  railway  manager  who  desired  to  secure  a  larger  share  of 
the  grain  traffic  would  select  the  brightest  grain  merchant  and 
make  a  secret  agreement  to  pay  him,  say,  one  cent  per  bushel 
— twice  an  ample  profit— on  all  his  shipments.  Armed  with 
this  secret  contract,  the  grain  merchant  would  overbid  his 
competitors  one-half  a  cent  a  bushel — their  entire  prospective 
profit — would  "  scoop  "  the  business  and,  by  reason  of  the  great 
volume  thus  secured,  make  an  enormous  profit  for  himself  and 
a  large  tonnage  for  the  railway. 

The  present  rebate  system  is  different  from  the  original  sys- 
tem. The  grain  merchant  who  was  first  armed  with  the  rebate 
soon  became  rich.  He  built  terminal  and  line  elevators,  estab- 
tablished  his  trade  relations,  bankrupted  and  drove  out  of  the 
field  all  small  dealers  and  controlled  a  vast  volume  of  traffic. 

28 


Ji£6  ULA  TION  OF  RAIL  WA  Y  RA  TBS  29 

Then  he  turned  on  his  original  railway  benefactor.  He  refused 
to  accept  a  beggarly  one-cent  rebate  or,  as  a  favor,  any  other 
rebate.  By  the  right  of  his  ability  to  turn  trade  to  the  rival 
company  which  he  first  robbed,  he  demanded,  not  one  cent,  but 
two  cents,  three  cents,  five  cents  or  even  ten  cents;  and  the 
expert  traffic  manager  who  first  invented  the  rebate  had  no 
alternative  but  to  stand  in  the  merchant's  ante-room,  with  hat 
in  hand,  humbly  asking  upon  what  terms  the  merchant  would 
"  give"  his  line  a  share  of  his  shipments.  Thus  the  merchant 
became  the  rate-maker  instead  of  the  railway  company. 

No  matter  how  carefully  the  secrecy  of  the  rebate  was 
guarded,  grain  merchants  could  not  thus  become  rich  and  pow- 
erful without  the  source  of  their  wealth  becoming  known.  Mer- 
chants in  other  lines,  controlling  a  considerable  volume  of 
traffic,  saw  the  chance  of  playing  one  competitive  line  against 
another  and  making  the  railways  bid  also  for  their  trade.  And 
thus  the  present  system  of  making  rates  by  rebates  was  estab- 
lished. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  law  in  1887, 
the  system  of  making  competive  rates  by  rebate  had  been  so 
universally  established  over  the  whole  country  that  the  Senate 
committee  which,  after  months  of  public  investigation,  reported 
the  bill,  said : 

The  practice  prevails  so  generally  that  it  has  come  to  be  understood 
among  business  men  that  the  published  tariffs  are  made  for  the  smaller 
shippers  and  those  unsophisticated  enough  to  pay  the  established  rates  ; 
that  those  who  can  control  the  largest  amount  of  business  will  be  al- 
lowed the  lowest  rates. 

To  such  an  extent  had  the  system  developed,  that  substantially 
all  the  smaller  men  had  been  driven  out  of  the  grain-shipping 
business,  and  the  fuel  and  kindred  trades.  The  shipments  of 
all  the  great  staples  of  the  country  had  become  monopolized  in 
the  hands  of  the  few,  who  had  accumulated  enormous  fortunes 
based  upon  the  absolute  ruin  of  competitors ;  and  these  mono- 
polies controlled  so  large  a  volume  of  traffic  that  they,  more  fre- 
quently than  the  railways,  dictated  the  rates  they  would  pay. 
The  investigations  of  the  Senate  committee  brought  out  some 
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astounding  facts.  It  was  conclusively  proved  that  as  long  as  the 
secret  rebate  system  prevailed  no  mercantile  or  manufacturing 
business  was  safe.  No  matter  how  large  a  volume  of  traffic  was 
controlled  or  how  large  a  rebate  was  commanded,  none  could 
tell  how  soon  some  new  combination  would  arise  which  would 
control  a  volume  of  traffic  so  much  larger  that  it  would  be  able 
to  dictate,  not  only  what  rates  it  would  pay,  but  how  much  higher 
rates  others  should  pay,  and  what  part  of  the  rate  that  others 
paid  should  be  turned  over  to  itself  as  an  additional  rebate. 

This  precise  thing  has  been  done.  Before  the  enactment  of 
the  Interstate  Commerce  law,  it  was  proved  in  court  that  there 
was  a  combination  so  powerful  that  it  compelled  a  railway  to 
collect  from  all  shippers  in  its  line  of  trade  a  uniform  rate  of 
thirty-five  cents,  and  to  pay  to  it  a  rebate  of  twenty-five  cents, 
not  alone  on  its  own  shipments,  but  on  the  shipments  by  all  its 
competitors.  It  may  be  safely  estimated  that  there  have  been 
periods  when  the  rebates  paid  by  all  the  railways  to  the  larger 
manufacturers  and  merchants  have  amounted,  in  the  aggregate, 
to  not  less  than  one  hundred  million  dollars  yearly.  Meanwhile 
all  the  smaller  manufacturers  and  merchants  were  paying  full 
tariff  rates.  Such  were  the  conditions  which  contributed  to  the 
crushing  of  the  Smaller  manufacturers  and  merchants,  and  which 
compelled  combination. 

It  would  be  unfair  to  the  reputation  of  the  men  who  have 
been  in  charge  of  railway  traffic  to  leave  it  to  be  inferred  that 
they  have  been  so  far  outwitted  by  their  customers  as  to  allow 
the  revenues  of  their  companies  to  be  depleted  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  vast  amounts  which  have  been  paid  in  rebates.  As 
a  rule,  they  have  been  faithful  to  their  companies,  and  they 
have  succeeded  measurably  in  protecting  their  revenues  by 
keeping  the  published  tariff  rates  so  high  that,  after  paying  such 
rebates  as  they  could  not  avoid,  there  was  enough  left  to  keep 
their  companies  from  bankruptcy  and  "  the  pot  boiling." 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  cost  of  transportation  does 
not  come  from  the  pockets  of  the  manufacturers  and  merchants. 
Whatever  rates  they  pay  are  added  to  their  prices  and  recouped 
in  their  sales.  Hence  they  are  not  concerned  as  to  the  amount, 
within  bounds,  which  the  railway  companies  receive  for  trans- 
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portation.  They  are  only  interested  in  relative  rates ;  and  as 
long  as  they  get  rebates  they  care  not  how  high  the  tariff  rates  are 
made.  Indeed,  the  higher  the  tariff  and  the  larger  the  rebates, 
the  more  complete  is  the  protection  to  their  monopolies.  At- 
tention should  be  called  also  to  the  fact  that,  as  long  at  least  as 
there  are  any  smaller  competitors  in  the  field,  the  monopolies 
must,  as  a  rule,  give  to  the  consumer  the  bulk  of  the  rebates 
they  receive,  by  concessions  in  their  selling  prices,  because  if 
they  do  not  sell  cheaper  than  the  smaller  competitors  they 
will  lose  their  monopolies.  What  they  will  do  after  all  com- 
petitors are  out  of  the  field  is  another  question.  But,  as  long 
as  there  are  competitors,  the  masses  who,  when  they  buy  food 
or  clothing  or  any  of  the  luxuries  or  necessities  and  when  they 
build  houses  or  pay  rent,  necessarily,  though  unconsciously, 
pay  the  railway  rates,  will  not  be  materially  affected  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  unconscionable  rebate  system.  Hence  it  is  not 
the  masses  who  ultimately  pay  the  rates  who  are  immediately 
interested  in  destroying  the  rebate  system.  The  persons  imme- 
diately interested  are  the  men  of  small  means  who  have  invested 
their  moderate  competencies  in  manufacturing  or  commercial 
pursuits,  and  who  are  being  crushed  out  by  the  rebate  system ; 
the  young  men  who  desire  to  enter  manufacturing  or  com- 
mercial enterprises ;  the  fathers  who  hope  that  their  sons  may 
sometimes  rise  above  the  rank  of  employees.  Indeed,  the  de- 
mand by  the  masses  for  legislative  control  of  rates  is  not  based 
upon  the  proposition  that  the  average  rates  now  actually  col- 
lected are  too  high,  but  upon  the  outrageous  discriminations 
now  practiced  by  the  use  of  the  rebate  and  kindred  devices. 

If  the  disease  has  been  properly  diagnosed,  what  is  the  rem- 
edy? For  nearly  half  a  century  the  railway  companies  have 
tried  to  abolish  the  rebate  system  by  agreement  amongst  them- 
selves not  to  pay  rebates.  To  destroy  such  agreements  it  has 
not  been  necessary  for  the  large  shippers  even  to  make  a  pro- 
test. They  have  only  to  route  all  their  shipments  over  one  of 
the  competitive  lines  and  pay  the  full  tariff  rates.  Immediately 
thousands  of  stock-exchange  tickers  announce  the  increase  in 
earnings  of  the  favored  line  and  the  decrease  in  earnings  of  all 
the  others.     Tick,  tick,  tick,  up  go  the  stocks  of  the  favorite. 
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and  tick,  tick,  tick,  down  go  the  stocks  of  the  others.  No 
management  can  stand  against  such  attacks  through  the  ticker. 
It  has  no^altemative  but  to  apologize  humbly  for  the  strike  and 
agree  to  pay  a  still  larger  rebate  in  the  future.  The  strike 
being  thus  ended,  the  commercial  magnates  have  only  to  turn 
their  whole  traffic  to  the  lines  which  have  surrendered,  in  order 
to  obtain  full  rebates  on  the  traffic  which  the  single  line  had 
carried  during  the  strike  under  the  impression  that  it  was  get- 
ting full  tariff  rates.  It  has  thus  been  proved  by  experience 
that  an  agreement  among  the  railways  to  maintain  tariff  rates 
and  pay  no  rebates  is  not  a  remedy. 

Would  consolidation  of  all  the  railway  companies  into  one 
huge  corporation  be  a  remedy?  It  seems  altogether  probable 
that  the  autocracy  thus  created  would  be  strong  enough  to  defy 
rebate-seekers.  Whether  it  would  destroy  rebates  would  de- 
pend to  some  extent  upon  the  personal  interest  in  manufactur- 
ing and  commercial  enterprises  of  the  railway  czar  and  of  the 
grand  dukes,  his  bankers,  his  uncles,  brothers,  brothers-in-law, 
sons  and  sons-in-law.  If  the  reign  of  the  first  czar  should  be 
benign,  what  would  be  the  character  of  the  reign  of  his  hered- 
itary successors?  The  disclosures  of  the  insurance  investiga- 
tion are  not  reassuring. 

The  autocracy  would  necessarily  be  localized  somewhere, 
probably  in  New  York  city,  thousands  of  miles  from  many  of 
the  activities  which  are  dependent  upon  railway  transportation. 
It  would  entail  upon  the  country  evils  akin  to,  if  not  essentially 
identical  with,  the  evils  of  absentee  landlordism,  which  has 
cursed  Ireland,  Russia  and  all  the  countries  in  which  it  has 
existed.  Out  of  touch  with  the  activities  and  the  aspirations  of 
distant  communities,  the  czar  would  expect  his  managers  to 
make  present  returns  as  large  as  possible,  letting  the  future 
take  care  of  itself.  The  ticker  is  always  crying :  "  More, 
more!"  Consolidation  has  already  reached  a  stage  which  pro- 
duces many  complaints.  It  is  alleged  that  no  person  authorized 
to  act  in  redressing  a  wrong,  or  in  meeting  the  needs  of  a  new 
industry,  can  be  reached  without  undertaking  a  journey  across 
the  continent  and  humbly  submitting  the  case  to  the  unsympa- 
thetic decision  of  the  "unconscious  arrogance  of  conscious 
power." 
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If,  as  is  by  no  means  certain,  autocracy  would  be  a  remedy, 
the  remedy  may  well  be  regarded  as  worse  than  the  disease. 
With  a  grand  duke  in  control  of  each  of  the  great  combinations 
which  now  command  rebates,  and  the  czar  getting  a  "  rake-off" 
as  stockholder,  or  otherwise,  from  all,  it  does  not  seem  probable 
that  the  chances  of  individual  enterprise  would  be  improved. 

Would  legislative  control  of  rates  be  a  remedy?  It  is  a  dis- 
tinguishing characteristic  of  the  American  mind  that  it  seeks  to 
remedy  every  economic  evil  by  passing  a  law.  The  average 
mind  regards  the  enactment  of  the  law  as  sufficient.  The  aver- 
age mind  is  always  in  favor  of  enacting  a  law,  but  after  the  law 
is  enacted  the  average  mind  is*  opposed  to  its  enforcement 
And  when  such  a  law  has  been  enacted  and  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  enforce  it  and  the  evil  continues  to  exist,  the  demand 
of  the  average  mind  is  not  to  enforce  the  existing  law  but  to 
enact  a  new  law.  Besides,  if  the  statutes  of  this  class  be  exam- 
ined, it  will  be  found  that  the  average  legislative  mind  possesses 
the  same  reverence  for  enactment  and  the  same  disregard  for 
enforcement,  and  that,  consequently,  none  of  the  statutes  con- 
tains proper  provisions  for  enforcement. 

If  it  were  not  for  these  well-known  characteristics,  the  fact 
that  the  Interstate  Commerce  law  has  been  in  existence  for 
more  than  eighteen  years  without  results  would  be  evidence  that 
legislation  is  not  a  remedy  for  the  rebate  system.  This  law  for- 
bids in  the  most  comprehensive  language  the  rebate  and  other 
kindred  evils,  but  it  provides  no  adequate  instrumentalities  for 
its  enforcement.  Besides,  its  penalties  are  in  many  cases  so 
out  of  proportion  to  the  offence  that  this  enforcement  cannot 
be  expected.  For  illustration :'  under  this  law,  as  originally 
passed,  if  a  man  rides  on  a  pass  from  New  York  city  across  the 
state  line  into  Connecticut  he  commits  a  misdemeanor,  punish- 
able by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $1,000  nor  more  than  $5,000, 
or  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  not  less  than  one 
year  nor  more  than  five  years,  or  by  both  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  for  each  ride.  A  later 
amendment  abolished  the  prison  penalty  and  made  the  fine  not 
less  than  $1,000  nor  more  than  $20,000.  The  same  penalties 
are  imposed  for  paying  rebates;   and  under  the  original  law 
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these  penalties  ran,  not  against  the  railway  company  which  paid 
the  rebate  and  reaped  the  profits  from  the  traffic  which  the  re- 
bate secured,  but  against  the  minor  traffic  agent,  who,  on  a 
salary  of  perhaps  $2,500  per  year,  was  supporting  a  family,  and 
who,  it  might  be  claimed,  had  by  a  wink  or  a  nod  or  by  abso- 
lute silence  agreed  to  pay  the  rebate.  The  writer  was  present 
at  a  controversy  between  a  shipper  and  such  an  agent  as  to 
whether  the  agent  had  agreed  to  make  the  rebate  claimed,  and 
heard  the  following  dialogue : 

Shipper.     I  spoke  to  you  about  the  lebate  at  the  time. 
Freight  Agent.     Yes,  but  I  said  No. 

Shipper.  I  know  you  said  No,  but  there  was  a  queer  look  in  your 
face  which  I  thought  meant  Yes. 

On  this  evidence  the  rebate  was  paid  in  the  interest  of  future 
traffic  from  the  same  shipper.  What  American  jury  would  fine 
or  imprison  a  man  for  having  a  queer  look  in  his  face  when  he 
said  No? 

In  one  of  the  outbursts  of  public  excitement  which  have  peri- 
odically occurred  since  the  enactment  of  the  law,  one  poor  fel- 
low was  convicted;  but  the  conviction  so  outraged  common 
decency  that  the  president  promptly  pardoned  him.  Speaking 
from  recollection,  this  is  the  only  conviction  under  the  law  in 
the  eighteen  years  of  its  existence. 

Under  the  original  law  the  penalties  ran  only  against  the 
payers  of  rebates,  but  a  later  amendment  imposed  the  same 
penalties  "  for  soliciting  or  receiving  a  rebate."  This  seemingly 
just  amendment  made  it  well  nigh  impossible  to  convict  any- 
body, because  the  rebate  crime  is,  as  a  rule,  known  only  to  the 
giver  and  the  receiver.  Neither  party  can  testify  against  the 
other  without  incriminating  himself,  and  this,  under  the  pro- 
vision of  the  federal  constitution,  no  witness  can  be  compelled  to 
do.  This  predicament  necessitated  another  amendment,  which 
required  both  parties  to  testify,  and  avoided  the  constitutional 
provision  by  guaranteeing  absolute  immunity  from  prosecution 
for  offences  which  such  persons  might  disclose  either  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  or  to  the  courts.  Since  the 
passage  of  this  amendment,  the  giver  or  receiver  of  a  rebate  has 
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only  to  confess  to  become  immune  and  to  render  both  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  and  the  courts  powerless  to  en- 
force the  penalties  of  the  law. 

Under  the  Elkins  amendment,  the  penalty  of  imprisonment 
was  abolished,  and  the  fine  of  not  less  than  $1 ,000  and  not  more 
than  $20,000  was  imposed  upon  the  railway  companies  them- 
selves as  well  as  their  officers  and  agents,  and  upon  those  who 
may  solicit  or  receive  a  rebate.  This  amendment  was  passed  in 
1903,  and  no  convictions  have  yet  been  made.  It  is  a  dispu- 
table question  whether  a  railway  company  will  be  immune  against 
penalties  if  it  produces  its  books  or  other  testimony  in  court. 
A  case  involving  this  question  is  before  the  Supreme  Court. 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  law  has  had  little  effect  upon  the 
rebate  system.  At  the  time  of  the  first  enactment,  which  was 
during  a  period  of  intense  public  excitement,  and  at  the  time  of 
each  subsequent  enactment,  and  since  the  president  has  become 
"  perniciously  active  "  in  attempting  its  enforcement,  there  have 
been,  not  organized  and  effective  revolutions,  but  just  common 
ordinary  strikes  against  the  rebate  system.  Like  all  strikes,  they 
have  lasted  only  as  long  as  the  excitement  has  lasted. 

Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  law 
during  eighteen  years  of  trial,  it  is  the  conviction  of  the  writer 
that  it  is  possible  to  frame  a  reasonable  and  just  law,  with  rea- 
sonable and  just  provisions  for  enforcement,  which  would  be 
effective.  Such  a  law  can  not,  however,  be  draughted  off-hand, 
with  a  few  days  or  even  a  few  months  for  its  consideration, 
during  a  period  of  excitement  amounting  almost  to  hysteria. 

A  law  intended  to  establish  and  enforce  just  and  reasonable 
rates  must  be  framed  with  reference  to  the  fundamental  facts 
which  are  the  basis  of  such  rates.  A  great  deal  of  intelligent 
investigation  has  been  devoted  to  ascertaining  the  principles  of 
economic  operation,  but  no  investigations  have  been  attempted 
in  respect  to  the  fundamentals  of  reasonable  rates.  Ask  the 
expert  traffic  official  what  is  the  basis  of  reasonable  rates  and 
by  what  method  they  can  be  ascertained,  and,  if  he  regards  the 
question  seriously,  he  must  confess  that  he  does  not  know. 
Ask  the  doctrinarians  who  write  books,  and  they  must  confess 
that  they  do  not  know.     The  fact  is  nobody  knows ;   nobody 
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has  the  basis,  the  formula,  or  even  a  theory.  Have  reasonable 
rates  relation  to  the  cost  of  producing  transportation,  or  to  the 
interest  on  the  fortuitous  capitalization  of  each*  railway  com- 
pany? Is  a  railway  company  entitled  to  earn  reasonable  profits 
on  cost  of  production,  or  reasonable  interest  on  securities  issued  ? 
Nobody  knows.  The  people,  the  legislators  and  the  courts  are 
at  sea  upon  these  fundamental  propositions.     All  is  mystery. 

If  there  are  such  things  as  reasonable  rates,  they  must  be 
based  on  something,  have  relation  to  something,  which,  by 
investigation,  can  be  ascertained  and  demonstrated.  If  there 
are  no  such  things,  then  in  enacting  laws  which  declare,  as  the 
present  law  declares,  that  "  all  rates  shall  be  reasonable  and  just 
and  that  all  unjust  and  unreasonable  rates  are  unlawful,"  Con- 
gress simply  enacts  a  moral  rule  which  no  one  will  dispute  and 
which  no  one  can  interpret  or  apply.  If  laws  of  this  class, 
making  those  things  criminal  which  the  day  before  their  enact- 
ment had  been  regarded  as  lawful,  are  to  be  enforced,  they 
must  be  intelligible  and  explicable,  so  as  to  appeal  to  that  sense 
of  justice  which  is  innate  in  the  American  people. 

It  is  probable  that  such  an  investigation  as  is  here  suggested 
would  prove  that  the  net  rates — the  remainder  of  the  rates  after 
deduction  of  the  rebates — are  the  reasonable  and  just  rates 
which  should  be  made  the  tariff  rates,  open  to  all  shippers  alike. 

It  would  therefore  seem  to  be  a  wise  procedure  for  Congress 
to  provide  an  interstate  commerce  investigation  committee, 
composed  of,  say,  seven  members,  four  members  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  and  three  members  to  be  appointed 
by  the  railway  companies.  One  member  should  be  a  sound 
lawyer;  one  a  mathematician;  one  an  experienced  railway 
auditor ;  one  an  engineer  of  capacity,  experienced  in  calculat- 
ing costs  of  transportation ;  one  a  superintendent,  experienced 
in  the  actual  movement  of  trains  and  of  rolling  stock ;  one  a 
station  agent,  experienced  in  the  details  of  station  or  terminal 
service ;  and  one  a  traffic  manager,  experienced  in  present  rates. 
The  committee  should  'have  authority  to  demand  from  the  rail- 
way companies  a  new  line  of  statistical  facts  which  have  never 
been  compiled,  relating  to  costs,  and  particularly  to  relative 
costs  as  between  the  different  conditions  under  which  com- 
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modities  are  transported.  To  give  a  single  illustration:  the 
committee  should  demand  statistics  showing  the  commodities 
which  require,  under  certain  conditions,  the  hauling  of  only  half 
a  ton  of  non-paying  car  to  each  ton  of  pay-freight  and,  under 
other  conditions,  the  hauling  of  three  or  four  tons  of  non-pay- 
ing car  to  each  ton  of  pay-freight.  The  statistics  should  cover 
all  the  relations  of  weight  of  car  to  weight  of  load  which  this 
illustration  suggests.  There  are  other  lines  of  facts  which,  like 
those  just  cited,  would  need  only  to  be  mentioned  to  show  their 
relevancy  to  the  problems  to  be  investigated. 

The  investigation  should  be  systematic  and  thorough;  it 
should,  above  all,  be  public ;  and  the  results  should  be  pub- 
lished from  time  to  time  so  as  to  keep  the  public  informed 
during  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  to  permit  public  discus- 
sions in  the  newspapers  and  elsewhere.  There  is  no  corrective 
influence  so  powerful  as  publicity ;  no  other  agency  can  secure 
thorough  comprehension  of  the  facts  and  proper  control  of  the 
inferences. 

After,  but  not  before,  such  investigations,  publications  and 
discussions — if  there  remained  evils  which  such  investigations, 
publications  and  discussions  had  not  remedied — it  would  seem 
possible  to  frame  legislation  which  would  be  recognized  as  just 
and  intelligible  and  which  would  accordingly  prove  to  be  en- 
forceable. 

A,  B.  Sticknev. 

St.  Paul,  Dbcbmbbr,  190$. 


BALLOT  LAWS  AND  THEIR  WORKINGS 

NO  political  movement  in  this  country  ever  made  more  rapid 
progress  than  that  which  had  ballot  reform  for  its  ob- 
ject. Starting  with  the  passage  of  the  Australian  ballot 
law  in  Massachusetts,  in  1889,  the  idea  spread  from  state  to  state 
until,  at  the  presidential  election  of  1892,  no  less  than  thirty-five 
states  were  using  the  officially  printed  secret  ballot  in  some  form, 
and  now  all  but  three  are  on  the  list.  It  was  perhaps  natural, 
however,  in  view  of  the  particular  evils  which  this  reform  was 
intended  to  combat,  that  its  advocates  should  have  concentrated 
their  attention  almost  wholly  on  the  prevention  of  trickery  in 
the  preparation  of  ballots  and  the  protection  of  the  voter  in  the 
free  exercise  of  the  franchise.  While  the  fight  was  on  to  secure 
these  essentials,  all  other  aspects  of  the  question  were  regarded 
as  of  secondary  importance.  Thus,  when  it  was  once  assured 
that  the  ballot  should  be  printed  by  the  public  authorities,  that 
the  voter  should  have  an  opportunity  to  mark  it  in  private  with- 
out anyone  else  knowing  how  he  voted,  that  it  should  be  duly 
checked  and  correctly  counted  once  and  only  once  in  the  pre- 
sence of  representatives  of  all  parties,  it  did  not  so  much  matter 
in  what  particular  fashion  the  ballot  was  printed  nor  how  the 
names  on  it  were  arranged.  On  these  points,  therefore,  there 
have  always  been  the  widest  differences.  It  is  the  purpose  of 
this  paper  to  show  not  only  that  the  form  of  the  ballot  has  a 
very  powerful  influence  on  the  results  of  elections,  both  as  re- 
gards the  freedom  of  the  voter  in  making  his  choice  and  the  ac- 
curacy with  which  he  records  it,  but  also  to  bring  out,  so  far  as 
possible,  the  precise  effects  produced  by  each  variety  of  form. 
It  is  pointed  out  by  Bryce  and  others  as  one  of  the  advan- 
tages of  our  system  of  state  governments  that  these  common- 
wealths can  make  political  experiments  of  all  sorts  and  profit  by 
one  another's  experiences.  In  this  matter  of  ballot  legislation 
they  have  certainly  exercised  to  the  full  their  prerogative  of  ex- 
perimenting. State  legislatures  are  perpetually  tinkering  their 
ballot  laws  in  one  particular  or  another.     It  cannot  be  said,  how- 
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ever,  that  they  have  profited  by  each  other's  successes  and 
failures.  In  the  changes  made  no  general  tendencies  are  to  be 
observed.  Indeed,  in  the  last  few  years,  it  has  occasionally 
h€4>pened  that  two  state  legislatures  have  almost  simultaneously 
taken  action  of  diametrically  opposite  effect,  each  one  adopting 
with  high  hopes  a  form  of  ballot  which  the  other  was  just  aban- 
doning in  disgust.  To-day,  after  seventeen  years  of  experience, 
the  diversity  of  legislation  in  this  country  is  certainly  as  great 
as  when  the  secret  ballot  was  a  novelty. 

Take  the  mere  matter  of  size  and  shape.  The  voter  in  Wis- 
consin unfolds  in  the  booth  a  huge  blanket  sheet  which  in  1904 
measured  thirty-five  inches  by  twenty-four.  In  Florida  in  the 
same  year  he  made  his  marks  on  a  narrow  strip  three  and  one- 
half  inches  wide  and  thirty-two  and  one-half  inches  long. 
From  these  the  styles  run  all  the  way  down  to  the  sheet  of 
hardly  more  than  note-paper  size  used  in  Maine  (10x8)  and 
Oregon  (8x  12).  A  number  of  the  states  undertake  to  help 
out  the  illiterate  voter  by  a  picture  gallery  of  party  emblems, 
but  even  in  this  no  party  adheres  everywhere  to  one  design. 
The  Socialists  come  nearest  to  uniformity,  two  clasped  hands  in 
front  of  a  globe  being  their  emblem  in  Alabama,  Delaware, 
Indiana,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  and.  New  Hampshire, 
though  a  torch  heads  their  column  in  Michigan,  Ohio,  New 
York,  and  Utah.  The  Prohibitionists  are  at  the  other  extreme. 
The  only  emblem  on  which  any  two  of  their  state  organizations 
agree  is  the  sun  rising  over  a  body  of  water.  This  emblem  is 
used  in  Indiana  and  Kansas.  They  have  hatchets  in  Alabama, 
a  house  and  yard  in  Delaware,  a  phoenix  in  Kentucky,  an 
armorial  device  in  Michigan,  an  anchor  in  New  Hampshire,  a 
fountain  in  New  York  and  a  rose  in  Ohio.  The  Populists  show 
nearly  as  much  variety,  using  a  combination  of  plough,  pick  and 
saw  in  Alabama,  an  anvil  in  Delaware,  a  liberty  bell  in  New 
York,  a  plough  in  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  a  frame  cottage  and 
a  tree  in  Kansas,  a  factory  marked  **  producers  unite"  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  a  flag-covered  box  labeled  "  Jefferson,  Jackson 
and  Lincoln  *'  in  Michigan.  An  eagle  is  the  commonest  device 
of  the  Republican  party  and  a  gamecock  of  the  Democratic ; 
but  the  former  party  is  represented  by  a  statue  of  Vulcan  in 
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Alabama,  a  log  cabin  in  Kentucky,  an  elephant  in  Louisiana, 
and  a  portrait  of  Lincoln  with  the  flag  as  background  in  Michi- 
gan, while  the  Democrats  have  a  plough  in  Delaware,  a  flag  in 
Michigan,  and  a  star  in  New  Hampshire  and  New  York.  On 
more  important  statutory  details  there  is  just  as  wide  disagree- 
ment. The  voter  must  use  a  rubber  stamp  in  California,  Indi- 
ana and  Louisiana,  ink  in  West  Virginia,  an  indelible  pencil  in 
Maryland,  a  black  lead  pencil  in  New  York.  He  makes  his 
mark  at  the  right  of  each  favored  candidate's  name  in  Califor-. 
nia,  Idaho,  Kentucky,  Massachusetts,  Mississippi,  Nebraska, 
New  Hampshire,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Wash- 
ington, Wyoming,  Louisiana,  Colorado  and  Utah ;  to  the  left  in 
Alabama,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Michigan,  Montana,  New 
York,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Oregon  and  Ohio,  and 
under  the  middle  of  the  name  in  Wisconsin. 

These  superficial  dissimilarities,  however,  merely  reflect  the 
diversity  that  exists  in  regard  to  fundamentals.  The  especial 
point  to  be  considered  first  is  the  relative  ease  with  which 
under  different  ballot  laws  a  split  ticket  and  a  straight  ticket 
may  be  voted.  So  far  as  this  matter  is  concerned,  the  mere 
shape  and  mechanical  arrangement  of  the  ballot  is  by  no  means 
decisive.  As  will  appear  later,  two  states  may  have  official 
ballots  practically  identical,  so  far  as  the  printer's  work  is  con- 
cerned, and  yet,  by  reason  of  the  statutes  prescribing  the 
method  of  marking,  one  of  these  may  offer  the  greatest  encour- 
agement to  the  independent  voter  while  the  other  puts  the 
heaviest  penalty  on  all  but  the  straight  party  man. 

For  the  purposes  of  classifying  such  enactments  we  will  take 
in  each  state  the  hypothetical  case  of  two  voters :  A,  who  de- 
sires to  vote  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  B,  whose  choice 
falls  on  a  Democrat  for  governor  and  Republicans  for  all  other 
offices.  At  our  imaginary  election  there  are  to  be  chosen  ten 
presidential  electors  and  ten  state  and  local  officers.  In  many 
of  the  states  B,  the  independent  voter,  has  the  choice  of  several 
methods  of  recording  his  preferences.  Where  such  choice  ex- 
ists, it  is  here  presumed  that  he  will  choose  the  method  involv- 
ing the  least  mechanical  difficulty  or  labor.  Generally  speak- 
ing, the  independent  voter  is  the  intelligent  voter,  and  after 
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informing  himself  of  the  provisions  of  the  ballot  law  in  his  state, 
he  will  save  himself  unnecessary  trouble  by  taking  the  shortest 
cut.« 

The  commonest  ballot  is  the  party-column  type,  modifications 
of  which  were  used  in  twenty-three  of  the  forty-five  states  at 
the  last  national  election.  These  all  agree  in  having  the  full 
ticket  of  each  party  printed  in  a  single  column,  usually  so  ar- 
ranged that  all  candidates  for  a  given  office  have  their  names 
in  the  same  Horizontal  line.  In  voting  such  a  ballot  five  differ- 
ent methods  are  in  vogue. 

1.  A  makes  a  separate  mark  opposite  each  of  the  twenty 
names  in  the  Republican  column.  B  makes  nineteen  in  that 
column  and  one  opposite  the  Democratic  nominee  for  governor. 
This  is  the  rule  in  Montana. 

2.  A  makes  a  single  mark  at  the  head  of  the  Republican 
column.  B  does  the  same,  and  makes  an  additional  mark 
opposite  the  name  of  the  Democrat  for  governor.  This  is  the 
rule  in  California,  New  York,  North  Dakota,  Washington, 
South  Dakota,  Illinois,  Ohio,  Wisconsin  and  Kentucky. 

3.  A  makes  a  single  mark  at  the  head  of  the  Republican 
column.  B  does  the  same,  then  draws  a  line  through  the  name 
of  the  Republican  candidate  for  governor,  and  makes  a  mark 
opposite  the  Democrat.  This  is  the  rule  in  Michigan,  New 
Hampshire,  Utah,  Wyoming,  Idaho  and  Alabama. 

4.  A  makes  a  single  mark  at  the  head  of  the  Republican 
column.  B  makes  twenty  marks,  one  opposite  the  Democrat 
for  governor  and  nineteen  opposite  the  names  of  all  other 
officers  in  the  Republican  column.  This  is  the  rule  in  Iowa, 
Louisiana,  Kansas,  Vermont  and  Indiana. 

5.  A  designates  the  Republican  column  (either  by  a  cross  or 
by  drawing  a  line  down  the  others).  B  does  the  same,  and 
then  inserts  the  Democratic  gubernatorial  candidate's  name  in 
that  column,  either  by  paster  or  by  writing  it  in,  although  that 

*This  is  not  necessarily  true,  however.  In  New  York,  for  instance,  some  ques- 
tions regarding  the  meaning  of  the  ballot  law  have  never  been  judicially  determined, 
and  it  is  said  that  for  this  reason  many  lawyers  invariably  adopt  a  method  of  splitting 
their  tickets  which,  while  more  difficult  than  one  of  those  prescribed  by  the  directions 
of  the  ballot,  is  certainly  authorized  by  the  dubious  phraseology  of  the  statute. 
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name  is  already  printed  on  the  ballot  in  an  adjacent  column. 
This  is  the  rule  in  Delaware,  Maine  and  West  Virginia. 

6.  The  next  form  of  ballot  is  virtually  the  foregoing  one  cut 
into  strips.  The  voter  receives  a  bundle  of  official  ballots,  one 
slip  for  each  party.  A  deposits  the  Republican  slip  without 
alteration.  B  pastes  or  writes  in  the  name  of  the  Democrat  for 
governor.  This  is  the  rule  in  Connecticut,  Missouri,  New  Jer- 
sey and  Texas.* 

7.  Georgia,  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina' are  the  three 
states  which  have  no  official  ballots.  The  candidates  or  party 
organizations  usually  prepare  and  distribute  the  ballots,  which 
may  be  written  or  printed  or  partly  written  and  partly  printed. 
A  and  6  can  prepare  the  kinds  they  want  in  any  way  they 
please,  conforming  merely  to  certain  regulations  regarding  size 
and  quality  of  paper. 

The  fourteen  remaining  states  arrange  the  names  on  the 
ballot  by  offices  instead  of  by  parties.  There  are  six  varieties 
to  be  noted. 

8.  The  names  of  candidates  for  each  office  are  placed  within 
a  separate  "  box  *'  or  printed  margin,  arranged  in  alphabetical 
order,  and  each  followed  by  the  name  of  the  party  making  the 
nomination.  A  and  B  must  both  pick  out  and  mark  their  can- 
didates one  by  one.  (They  will  make  eleven  marks  apiece  if 
there  is  provision  for  voting  all  ten  electors  at  once,  and  twenty 
marks  apiece  if  there  is  not.)  This  is  the  rule  in  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Island,'  Oregon,  Nevada  and  all  but  eleven  coun- 
ties of  Maryland. 

9.  The  names  within  the  "  boxes "  are  not  arranged  alpha- 
betically, but  in  the  same  order  of  parties  for  each  office.  The 
party  name  is  printed  after  each  name.  Thus  A  finds  the  Re- 
publican candidates  invariably  first  on  the  list  (or  second,  as 
the  case  may  be),  and  B  can  follow  the  same  uniform  rule  ex- 
cept as  regards  the  governorship.  This  is  the  rule  in  Minne- 
sota. 

*  The  Texas  legislature  has  since  passed  a  law  providing  a  ballot  of  the  party-column 
type  to  be  voted  by  striking  out  the  names  of  all  candidates  except  those  favored. 
'The  legislature  of  1905  abolished  this  in  favor  of  a  ballot  of  t]rpe  three. 
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10.  The  names  are  not  in  alphabetical  order,  and  those  for 
each  office  are  merely  printed  in  a  close  group  without  the 
ruled  line  to  separate  them.  Instead  of  marking  opposite  the 
desired  name,  the  voter  strikes  out  all  except  that  one.  A  and 
B  thus  make  the  same  number  of  erasures.  This  is  the  rule  in 
Arkansas  and  Virginia. 

1 1 .  The  names  are  grouped  by  offices,  but  the  party  of  each 
is  not  designated.  This  is  the  rule  in  Florida,  Mississippi, 
Tennessee  and  eleven  counties  of  Maryland. 

12.  There  is  a  "  box"  for  each  office,  the  names  are  arranged 
in  alphabetical  order  with  party  designation,  but  across  the  top 

is  printed,  "  I  hereby  vote  a  straight ticket,  except  where 

I  have  marked  opposite  the  name  of  some  other  candidate."  A 
simply  writes  the  word  ''  Republican  "  in  the  blank.  B  does  the 
same,  afterwards  making  a  mark  opposite  the  name  of  the  Demo- 
crat nominated  for  governor.     This  is  the  rule  in  Colorado. 

13.  There  is  a  "box"  for  each  office  with  party  designation, 
but  somewhere  on  the  ballot  a  space  is  provided  for  voting  a 
straight  ticket  of  each  party.  The  electors  are  so  arranged  that 
all  can  be  voted  by  one  mark.  A  makes  one  mark  in  the 
straight  ticket  space.  B  makes  eleven  marks,  picking  out  his 
candidates  from  each  party  group.  This  is  the  rule  in  Nebraska 
and  Pennsylvania.* 

Thus  at  one  extreme  are  the  states  in  which  the  independent 
voter  in  the  hypothetical  case  is  put  to  twenty  times  as  much 
mechanical  labor  in  voting  as  the  hide-bound  partisan,  and  at 
the  other  extreme,  those  in  which  the  two  are  put  to  exactly 
the  same  amount  of  trouble  in  voting.  Iowa  and  Montana  have 
ballots  which  look  as  much  alike  as  the  pages  of  two  conserva- 

*  Some  of  the  changes  of  the  last  ten  years  are  indicated  by  comparing  the  above 
list  with  the  classification  contained  in  the  Nation  of  January  4,  1894.  Ballot-reform 
laws  had  then  been  passed  in  thirty-six  states  of  which  thirty-three  had  blanket  bal- 
lots. '*  Alphabetical  order:"  Alabama,  Arkansas,  California,  Massachusetts,  Minn- 
esota, Mississippi,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire,  North  Dakota, 
Oregon,  Rhode  Island,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  Wisconsin,  Washington, 
Wyoming.  **  Party  group  and  name:"  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Maine,  Missouri, 
Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia.  "Group,  name  and  emblem:"  Colorado,  Delaware, 
Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Michigan,  Ohio.  **  Separate  ballots:"  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  New  York. 
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tive  ncwatiupcfs,  yet  they  are  at  of^xxsite  poles  as  regards  the 
premium  dicy  put  on  straight  ticket  votii^. 

The  Colorado  baUot,  but  for  a  single  printed  line,  would  be 
extremely  like  that  of  Massachusetts,  yet,  it  really  stands  on 
an  exact  parity  with  New  York's  or  Ohio's  as  regards  the  ease 
of  split  ticket  voting.  Penns>'I\3nia's  ballot  does  not  look  like 
that  of  Kansas,  yet,  on  analysis  they  are  seen  to  differ  essen- 
tially only  in  the  provision  which  lets  the  Pennsylvanian  vote 
for  all  the  state's  presidential  electors  at  once,  by  a  single  X 
mark. 

To  determine  just  how  much  influence  these  differences 
actually  have  on  the  result  of  elections,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
examine  the  returns  classified  on  the  basis  here  outlined.  In 
only  a  few  states  is  a  report  made  of  the  total  of  straight  and 
split  tickets  voted,  but  there  are  several  ways  in  which  the  pro- 
portion can  be  approximately  ascertained.  The  method  adopted 
in  preparing  the  tables  which  follow,  may  best  be  explained 
by  an  example.  In  Kansas,  for  instance,  in  1904  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  governor  had  38.52  per  cent  of  the  com- 
bined Republican  and  Democratic  vote,  while  on  the  presi- 
dential vote  of  the  two  great  parties  the  Democratic  percentage 
was  only  28.67.  The  difference  between  these  figures,  9.85 
per  cent,  may  be  taken  to  represent  the  net  amount  of  inde- 
pendent voting  as  between  the  presidency  and  governorship. 
Obviously  the  result  would  be  the  same  if  figured  from  the 
Republican  percentages.  In  this  instance  the  Democratic  state 
candidate  who  ran  farthest  ahead  of  his  ticket  was  the  nominee 
for  state  treasurer  with  45.18  per  cent  of  the  combined  vote  of 
the  two  great  parties.  The  insurance  superintendent  had  the 
smallest  proportion,  37.68.  The  difference  between  these  is 
7.5  per  cent.  A  third  figure  has  been  obtained  in  every  case 
by  comparing  the  vote  for  the  minor  state  offices,  omitting 
governor,  and  a  fourth  by  subtracting  each  party's  worst  from 
its  best — in  this  case,  insurance  superintendent  and  presidential 
elector,  giving  16.59  per  cent" 

'  It  is  evident  that  \rf  this  method  the  amount  of  independent  voting  can  never  be 
oventated,  while  it  may  be  materially  understated  in  some  cases.    For  example,  in 
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The  groups  include  every  state  which  chose  any  state  officers 
at  the  same  election  with  presidential  electors  in  November, 
1904,  except  in  a  few  southern  states  where  there  was  practi- 
cally no  opposition  party. 

I.  Each  candidate  to  be  marked  separately,  unless  all  are  on 
'one  party  ticket,  when  a  single  mark  suffices : 


Iowa  .  .  . 
Lomsimnft  . 
Kansas  .  . 
Indiaoa  .  • 
Average  . 


BDBKTAIID 

WmasT 

Statb 

If  moK  Statb 

vildiMOai 

Offices 

Officbs 

1. 10 

.34 

•34 

1-99 

.99 

.19 

.29 

9.8s 

16.51 

7.50 

7.50 

.80 

.80 

•43 

.06 

3.88 

4.85 

2.14 

2.04 

II.  A  name  to  be  written  in  or  pasted  for  every  candidate 
voted  not  on  one  party  ticket : 


Paxsmnrr  AXD 

Winnr 

Statb 

If  iMOB  Statb 

GovauHW 

Offkbs 

Officbs 

Connecticut  .   .    . 

3.43 

3-43 

2.96 

.88 

m^i i 

Biissoiin ...       • 

5.25 

5.2s 

4.36 

1.23 

New  Jersey   .   .    . 

3.56 

3^56 

Texas  

6.96 

6.96 

.51 

.05 

Delaware  .... 

1.77 

1.77 

.67 

.17 

WestVirgima  .   .    . 

5-27 

$•27 

3.46 

•39 

Average  .... 

rTT       A           jj;^? 

4.24 
1           1-1 

4^39 

2.39 

•54 

J      r_      

III.  An  additional  mark  and  an  erasure  to  be  made  for  every 
candidate  voted  not  on  one  party  ticket : 

PbBSIDBMT  AMD  WlOBST  StATB  If  IMOB  StATB 

GovBBMOB  Ramgb  Officbs  Officbs 

Michigan 17.01  17.01  12.58  2.07 

New  Hampshire   .   • 

Utah 

Wyoming 

Idaho    

Average 


2.24 

2.24 

7.92 

7.92 

4.14 

•73 

10.34 

10.34 

2.70 

1.76 

4.91 

4.91 

4.90 

1.49 

%A^ 

8.48 

6.08 

1.51 

IV.  An  additional  mark  to  be  made  for  every  candidate  voted 
not  on  one  party  ticket : 

states  like  Missouri  and  Wisconsin,  where  ticket-splitting  took  place,  so  to  speak,  in 
both  directions,  the  figure  here  will  represent  merely  the  net  result  and  not  the  total 
amount  of  such  selection. 
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ID  Wmnr  SrAim  MokmiSiatb 

GovBRMOK  Ramgb  Ovpkss  OmoB 

New  York 3.08                 3.08  1.88  1,05 

North  Dakota  .   .   .           4.54                 4.54  2.63  1.45 

Washington  ....          22.63  22.63  ii*39  ^'M 

South  DakoU  .   .   .            3.29                  3.29  1.07  .22 


3.08 

1.88 

4.54 

2.63 

22.63 

"39 

3.29 

1.07 

a.S5 

2.10 

2.00 

.12 

12.99 

6.23 

9.43 

5.68 

7.30 

3.88 

Illinois .45  2.55  2.10  2.10 

Ohio 2.00  .12  .12 

Wisconsin  ...   .   .  ia.99  12.99  6.23  1.96 

Colorado  > 9.43  9.43  5.68  2.42 

Average 8.06  7.30  3.88  1.94 

V.  Each  candidate  to  be  marked  separately  in  every  case : 


Massachusetts 
Rhode  Island 
Minnesota  .  . 
Montana  .  . 
Nevada.  .  . 
Average  '  • 


ISSIDBIT  AMD 

W1DB8T 

STAim 

If  IMOK  StAIB 

GovxnfOK 

Ramgb 

OmcBS 

Oppiou 

15.00 

15.CO 

13.90 

5.92 

11.87 

11.87 

9.83 

6.28 

31.07 

31.07 

20.29 

11.3a 

18.38 

18.38 

9.60 

3.95 

I4.a7 

.87 

.87 

19.08 

18. 1 1 

10.89 

5.66 

>  Computed  from  returns  as  originally  certified.  The  throwing  out  of  precincts  in 
the  Adams- Peabody  contest  would  affect  the  absolute  but  not  greatly  the  relative 
pluralities. 

'  For  the  sake  of  comparison  the  notable  instances  of  independent  voting  in  past 
years  may  be  computed  in  the  same  way.  In  1888  when  Hill  was  elected  governor 
of  New  York,  though  Harrison  got  the  electoral  vote  of  the  state,  the  difference  was 
only  1. 3 1  per  cent.  In  1892  when  Massachusetts  elected  Russell  governor  whik sup- 
porting Harrison,  the  difference  was  3.8  per  cent.  In  1900,  the  state  of  Washing- 
ton elected  Rogers  governor  while  choosing  McKinley  electors,  the  difference  being 
6.2  per  cent.  These  were  the  only  cases  in  the  last  five  elections  of  any  state's 
choice  of  a  governor  of  one  party  and  electors  of  the  other.  Lind  in  Minnesota  was 
beaten  for  governor  in  1900  by  2,470,  though  McKinley  carried  the  state  by  76,963. 
This  meant  12.4  per  cent  of  ticket-splitting.  This  banner  performance  was  sur- 
passed in  five  states  in  1904.  The  results  of  the  1905  election  in  New  York  Gty  also 
deserve  mention.  The  election  of  Mr.  Jerome  for  district  attorney,  though  he  was 
independently  nominated  and  his  name  did  not  appear  in  any  of  the  regular  party 
columns,  was  an  event  probably  without  precedent  in  any  community  using  a  ballot 
similar  to  that  of  New  York.  The  method  of  computation  used  in  the  tables  can  not 
be  applied  to  this  case.  However,  nearly  every  Jerome  vote  must  necessarily  have 
been  on  a  split  ballot,  and  his  percentage  of  the  total  vote  for  district  attorney,  38.6* 
may  serve  as  an  approximate  measure  of  the  discrimination  exercised  in  this  remark- 
able election.  At  the  same  time  the  1 3*348  votes  received  by  the  Republican  candi- 
date who  had  formally  withdrawn  were  monuments  to  the  influence  of  the  straight- 
ticket  circle.  Jerome's  own  large  vote  was  only  made  possible  by  lavish  advertising 
to  show  how  a  sptit  ticket  might  be  voted  in  his  favor. 
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The  most  important  point  brought  out  by  these  figures  is 
that,  in  the  states  where  the  marking  of  each  individual  candi- 
date is  compulsory,  the  voters — ^whichever  column  be  taken  as 
the  basis  of  comparison — have  exercised  more  than  twice  as 
much  discrimination  among  candidates  as  in  any  other  group, 
and  from  four  to  ten  times  as  much  as  in  the  lowest  group  of 
each  column. 

Next  after  these  stand  the  two  groups  of  states  in  which, 
while  the  straight  ticket  voter  is  favored  by  being  allowed  to 
record  his  choice  at  a  single  operation,  the  split  ticket  voter  is 
not  put  to  the  necessity  of  marking  his  presidential  electors  one 
by  one.  There  is  no  considerable  difference  between  the 
figures  for  the  two  groups,  however.  It  does  not  apparently 
act  as  a  deterrent  to  require  that  the  voter  who  marks  a  name 
outside  of  his  chosen  column  must  also  obliterate  the  corre- 
sponding name  in  that  column.  In  fact  it  seems  to  work  the 
other  way.  This  can  be  explained  on  psychological  grounds. 
It  simply  "  seems  natural "  to  scratch  out  the  name  of  the  re- 
jected candidate  and  makes  assurance  doubly  sure  that  the 
voter's  intent  will  be  understood  and  the  vote  as  marked  cor- 
rectly counted.  This  consideration  appears  to  compensate  fully 
for  the  additional  labor  involved. 

Of  lowest  rank  in  respect  to  the  amount  of  independent  vot- 
ing are  the  group  of  states  which  require  writing  in  or  pasting 
of  names  when  the  voter  favors  nominees  of  more  than  one  party, 
and  the  group  which,  while  letting  off  the  straight  ticket  man 
with  one  mark,  impose  on  the  independent  the  drudgery  of 
marking  every  presidential  elector  as  well  as  state  and  local 
candidates.  One  very  important  difference  is  to  be  noted,  how- 
ever, between  the  figures  for  these  two  types.  While  a  fair 
amount  of  independence  is  shown  by  voters  in  the  former  group 
it  is  almost  solely  with  reference  to  one  office,  the  governorship. 
The  discrimination  among  minor  state  offices  is  relatively  much 
less  than  in  any  other  group.  In  the  split-ticket  mark-all  group, 
though  in  only  one  of  the  four  states  was  there  any  considerable 
amount  of  independent  voting,  there  was  proportionately  more 
difference  as  regarded  these  minor  state  officers.  Both  these 
forms  put  a  somewhat  heavy  penalty  on  independent  voting,  the 
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difference  being  that  in  one  case  the  penalty  is  cumulative,  while 
in  the  other  it  is  not.  For  the  Missourian  who  picks  out  a  Re- 
publican ballot,  it  is  exactly  twice  as  much  trouble  to  vote  for 
two  Democrats  as  to  vote  for  one.  On  the  other  hand,  for  the 
Iowa  Republican,  while  it  is  a  troublesome  matter  to  vote  for 
any  Democrat  at  all,  there  is  no  extra  difficulty  in  voting  for 
two,  three  or  four.  In  the  first  case  there  may  be  many  voters 
who  scratch  one  or  two  important  names  on  their  party  ticket, 
but  few  who  will  do  more.  In  the  latter,  though  the  number 
who  vote  split  tickets  at  all  may  be  small,  a  good  proportion  of 
these,  having  taken  the  plunge,  make  the  utmost  use  of  their 
opportunity  by  scrutinizing  all  the  candidates  closely. 

These  figures  furnish  no  evidence  that  the  arrangement  of 
names  in  alphabetical  order  when  grouped  by  offices  has  any 
effect  to  encourage  the  disregarding  of  party  lines.  Nor  is  there 
anything  to  show  that  the  group  by  offices  itself — in  spite  of  the 
general  impression  to  that  effect — is  any  more  favorable  to  inde- 
pendent voting  than  the  party-column  plan,  provided  the  rules 
for  marking  are  the  same.  The  data  here  are  admittedly  insuffi- 
cient to  warrant  any  general  conclusion,  but  it  is  worthy  of  note 
that  the  state  which  stood  at  the  head  of  the  list  in  respect  to 
independent  voting  in  1904  was  one  in  which  the  alphabetical 
order  did  not  prevail,  and  the  one  which  stood  third  in  "  greatest 
range  "  used  the  party  column,  though  without  the  straight  ticket 
circle. 

It  is  of  course,  true  that  the  states  in  which  a  strong  sentiment 
of  non-partisanship  exists  are  the  ones  likely  to  adopt  ballot  laws 
which  will  encourage  independent  voting  and  vice  versa^  so  that 
what  appears  as  effect  may  be  in  reality  partly  cause.  More- 
over it  is  self-evident  that,  unless  there  is  some  reason  for  pre- 
ferring certain  particular  nominees  of  different  parties,  voters  will 
not  have  occasion  to  split  their  tickets,  no  matter  how  easy  that 
process  is  made,  while  if  there  is  a  burning  issue,  they  will  not 
be  hindered  by  any  petty  difficulties.  But  the  comparison  by 
groups  minimizes  the  force  of  these  objections.  No  one  prob- 
ably, if  asked  to  name  the  five  states  of  most  independent  pro- 
clivities in  politics,  would  pick  out  those  placed  in  the  last  group, 
yet  the  lowest  of  these  makes  a  showing  for  discrimination  in 
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voting  which  is  only  equalled  by  three  others  outside  of  this  par- 
ticular group.  Only  that  number,  in  fact,  can  be  said  to  be  im- 
portant exceptions  in  the  groups  where  they  are  placed.  Were 
Washington,  Michigan  and  Kansas  to  be  omitted,  the  results  of 
the  tabulation  would  be  still  more  striking. 

Of  special  significance  is  the  fourth  column,  in  which  is  shown 
the  degree  of  discrimination  exercised  by  voters  in  filling  the 
minor  state  offices.  The  head  of  the  state  ticket  naturally  has 
a  very  prominent  place  in  the  campaign,  and  his  popularity  or 
unpopularity  alone  is  likely  to  affect  largely  the  first  three  figures 
which  represent  the  independent  voting  of  a  state.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  in  all  but  one  of  the  states  in  which  that  office  was  to  be 
filled,  in  1904,  the  candidate  for  governor  was  either  the  most  or 
the  least  successful  of  his  party's  state  candidates.  The  scanning 
and  selection  of  the  lists  of  less  important  officers,  however,  is 
as  sure  an  indication  as  could  be  devised  of  really  intelligent 
and  independent  voting.  Moreover,  as  regards  these  tickets, 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  there  would  be  much  differ 
ence  in  the  material  to  choose  from  in  the  various  states.  It  is 
certain  that  everywhere  some  men  on  the  state  ticket  will  be 
better  than  others.  That  the  differences  are  more  pronounced 
in  this  than  in  the  other  columns  is  strong  proof  of  the  import- 
ant part  which  the  ballot  itself  plays  in  inducing  voters  to  dis- 
regard party  lines  in  recording  their  preferences. 

Under  a  popular  government  we  can  hardly  do  otherwise 
than  assume  that  the  voter  goes  to  the  polls  with  some  sort  of 
distinct  idea  in  regard  to  the  candidates  to  be  voted  for.  It  is 
plain,  however,  that  some  of  his  preferences  are  so  slight  or  so 
vague  that  he  will  record  them  if  it  is  convenient  to  do  so,  but 
waive  them  if  he  is  put  to  extra  trouble  on  their  account. 
Those  who  believe  in  the  straight-ticket  circle  or  square  always 
assert  that  it  is  merely  a  convenience  to  the  straight-ticket  man 
and  not  in  any  sense  a  deterrent  to  the  independent.  They  are 
fond  of  pointing  ont  the  almost  ridiculously  small  amount  of 
labor  which  the  voting  of  even  the  most  complicated  ticket 
involves.*     The  important  effects  produced,  as  we  have  seen, 

*  "  It  cannot  reasonably  be  said  that  because  one  voter  may  more  quickly  prepare 
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by  apparently  trivial  differences,  are  seemingly  to  be  explained 
by  considering  the  voter's  fear  lest  his  ballot  be  invalidated  by 
an  error  in  marking  it.  In  a  state  like  New  York  party  watch- 
ers at  the  polls  are  provided  with  little  books  describing  the 
various  combinations  of  marks  which  may  and  may  not  be 
counted,  and  many  cases  arise  in  which  determination  is  a  diffi- 
cult matter.  Unfortunately  statistics  of  the  number  of  rejected 
ballots  are  available  in  very  few  states,  and  even  when  pub- 
lished cannot  fairly  be  compared  by  reason  of  the  different 
provisions  governing  the  throwing  out  of  ballots. 

Other  things  being  equal,  many  more  votes  will  be  thrown 
out  in  a  state  where  any  technical  error  invalidates  than  one 
where  the  rule  is  to  count  whenever  the  voter's  intent  can  be 
determined.* 

Some  indications  on  this  point,  however,  are  furnished  by  the 
returns  for  presidential  electors  in  the  several  states.  As  com- 
monly published  the  "  presidential  returns  "  are  made  up  simply 
by  taking  in  each  state  the  vote  for  the  highest  elector  of  each 
party.  How  much  higher  this  vote  is  than  that  for  the  corre- 
sponding lowest  elector  is  seldom  noted  in  the  almanacs  and 
often  not  even  in  the  officially  published  returns.     Yet  there  is 

bis  ballot  than  another  the  election  is  not  free  to  both  alike.  Each  votes  as  freely  as 
the  other,  but  in  doing  so  the  one  who,  in  a  spirit  of  independence  and  in  the  exer- 
cise of  bis  absolute  right  to  be  independent,  makes  up  his  own  ballot  must  and  does- 
consume  more  time  than  the  other.  This,  however,  is  no  interference  with  his  free* 
dom  as  an  elector.  It  is  the  very  freedom  of  the  election  that  enables  him  to  mark 
his  ticket  just  as  he  pleases,  or  to  make  it  up  without  regard  to  any  name  that  may 
appear  as  a  candidate  on  the  ballot  handed  to  him.*'  (Majority  opinion  Pennsylva- 
nia Supreme  Court,  on  test  of  constitutionality  of  party  square,  May  8,  1905.)  "  It 
may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  practical  workings  of  the  circle  have  been,  as  so- 
many  assume,  to  restrain  voters  from  picking  and  choosing  their  candidates.'* 
(Comment  of  an  important  western  newspaper.) 

^Estimates  of  state  authorities  run  from  "a  fraction  of  one  per  cent"  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  one  per  cent  in  Wisconsin,  to  three  per  cent  in  Iowa  and  five  per 
cent  in  West  Virginia.  In  Connecticut,  where  191,829  were  checked  as  having 
voted,  1,330  general  and  777  local  ballots  were  rejected  for  all  causes.  In  Rhode 
Island,  of  74i46o  ballots  cast,  898  were  classed  as  "  defective  "  for  governor.  There 
were  2,903  void  or  rejected  ballots  out  of  438,179  in  New  Jersey.  The  dissenting 
opinion  of  Justice  Dean  in  the  Pennsylvania  **  party  square  "  case  states  that  *'  in  the 
general  election  of  last  year  (1904)  more  than  100,000  voters  in  Pennsylvania  cast 
defective  ballots." 
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almost  always  a  considerable  gap.  Occasionally  in  a  close  elec- 
tion it  is  so  wide  that  the  leading  elector  of  the  minority  party 
gets  in  ahead  of  the  "tail-ender"  on  the  winning  side.  In 
Maryland  last  year,  the  first  Democratic  elector  came  in  ahead 
of  all  but  the  first  Republican. 

The  returns  from  all  but  three  states  show  that  of  the  voters 
who  wanted  Theodore  Roosevelt  for  president,  the  astonishing 
number  of  43,650  failed  to  vote  for  the  full  number  of  Roose- 
velt electors  to  which  their  states  were  entitled.  Democrats  to 
the  number  of  24,168  similarly  missed  -one  or  more  of  their 
party  electors,  as  did  2,982  Populists,  3,479  Prohibitionists,  and 
5,411  Socialists.' 

The  presidential  elector  under  our  system  has  absolutely  no 
discretionary  power  and  his  personal  qualifications  cannot  in  any 
possible  way  afiect  the  coming  national  administration.  The 
worst  a  bad  man  in  that  position  could  possibly  do — and  none 
has  ever  done  it  yet — ^would  be  to  let  himself  be  bought  off  or 
desert.  Even  then  it  would  not  help  matters  to  scratch  his 
name  at  the  election.  It  is  a  nice  point  of  ethics  whether  the 
voter,  having  made  up  his  mind  whom  he  wants  for  president, 
should  vote  against  any  of  the  agents  who  are  selected  to  record 
his  vote,  no  matter  who  they  may  be.  Yet  the  habit  of 
"  scratching"  individual  electors  is  more  common  than  is  gener- 
ally supposed.  Sometimes  a  popular  elector  of  one  party  gets 
the  complimentary  votes  of  friends  on  the  other  side.  More 
often  personal  spite  is  vented  by  leaving  off  a  name  or  two, 
while  rather  a  common  method  of  **  rebuking"  a  party  which 
the  voter  feels  bound  to  support  with  mental  reservations,  is  to 
leave  off  the  name  of  the  first  elector. 

How  many  of  the  79,690  voters  who  omitted  some  of  their 
party's  electors  from  their  ballots  did  so  from  such  reasons,  and 
how  many  from  accident,  may  be  seen  by  a  brief  comparison. 
In  the  following  tables  are  given  the  difference  between  the 
highest  and  lowest  electors  of  each  party  in  each  state,  and  the 
percentage  which  that  difference  is  of  the  total  party  vote. 

*TTiesc  figures  are  respectively  .579  per  cent  of  the  total  Republican  vote  of  the 
same  states,  .493  of  the  Democratic,  2.627  of  the  Populist,  1.343  of  the  Prohibition- 
ist and  1.384  of  the  Socialist. 
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1 .  Names  of  electors  so  grouped  on  the  ballot  that  one  mark 
votes  them  all. 

RsniBUCAif  Dbmocxat  Pkohibitioii  Populist        Socuaisr 

Massachusetts  ...  68  .03  96     .06  15     .54  17  1.3  24  .17 
Rhode  Island. 

Minnesota 586  .27  1,249  2.26  70  3.33      268  2.29 

Nebraska 7^3  .5  i|045  1.9  68  i.i  179     .09        65  .9 

Pennsylvania    .   .   .  807  .09  296     .08  81     .2  22  .1 

Maine' 20  .03  19     .07 

Vennont 40  .09  13     •13          4     .S  5  -5^ 

North  Dakota  ...  73  .13  32     .22          4     .36  6  3.74        15  .72 

Total .          ...  2,297  2,750  172  272  399 

Party  vote.   .    .1,659,943  688,740         54.782  26,973  61,431 

Percent .138  .399  .313  1.007  -^9 

2.  Full  list  of  party  electors  is  printed  on  the  ballot  to  be  cast» 
and  must  be  altered  by  scratching  out,  writing  in  or  "  stickers,'' 
in  order  to  discriminate  between  electors. 

Rbpubucan  Dbmocxat  PaoHnmoii  Populist        SoaAuar 

Delaware I7     -07          18  .09  3-5  3  2.1 

Connecticut 80    .07  34  •04 

Georgia 1,387  5-74  41  .©5  3     -43  264  1.17       i     .52 

Missouri 426     .1  436  .1  66     .9  31     .7     159  1.2 

Texas      2,019  3*94  4^3  .25  141  3.52  83  1.02    64  2.28 

West  Virginia ....       46     .03          55  .05  291  6.3  240  72.7        4    .2  ' 

New  Jersey 52     .02  47  .02  13     .19  2       .069    9     .09 

Total 4*027  1,054  517  620  240 

Party  vote    .    .    .    .910,601  909*528  25,699  40.360        3^*45 

Average .442  .115  2.011  1.534  .754 

3.  Names  of  electors  in  groups.  Voter  crosses  off  all  except 
those  he  wishes  to  vote  for. 

Rbpubucam  Dbmocxat  PxoinBniOM  PorrusT     Sooaxost 

Arkansas 322  .68  367     .57  23     .99 

Tennessee 699  .66  1,321   i.oo  58  3.05  64  2.56  70  5.00 

Virginia  ......        12  .03  31     .04  i     .07                            i     .5 

Total 1,033  1,719  59  87  71 

Party  vote.    .    .    .    200,109  276,735  4,255  5.078  3.388 

Average  .....  .516  .621  1.400  1*705        2.088 

'  Maine  and  Vermont  chose  only  electors  in  the  November,  1904,  election;  and  as 
a  mark  in  the  straight  ticket  space  voted  all  these  at  once,  they  are  classified  with  the 
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4.  Square  for  voting  all  electors  at  once  opposite  candidates' 
names,  but  in  the  same  column  with  individual  elector  squares, 
and  of  same  appearance. 

RBPunjCAW        Dbmocsat        Pbohibitioic       Popuust     Sooauit 
Maiyland 3>^3  3*6         2,172  1.9  213  71  102  4.6 

5.  Each  individual  elector  must  be  marked  in  all  cases. 

RirusLicAit  Dbmocxat     Pkohiktioii        Ponrusr  Sociauit 

Oregon 804     1.3        343  1-9        35     -9        42    5-5  204    2.7 

Montana 1,127    3-2        43^  2.00       13  3.3  60    4.  240    4.2 

Florida 1,650  19.9        900  3.4  689  43.  1,096  47.6 

Mississippi 267    8.34       134     .25  108    7.7  63     1.62 

Total 3,898  1,815  48  899  603 

Pkrtyvote   ....  106,890  Ii9f7i6  4*141  5*303  16,025 

Percent 3.59  1.51  1.15  16.96  lo.oi 

6.  All  voters  of  split  tickets  mark  the  electors  individually. 

RsruBUCAX  Dbmockat  PaomBmoir  Popvust  SoaAuiT 

Iowa 2,150     .69  415     .27  153  1.32  255  10.62  237  1.60 

Louisiana.    ...        113  2.2  136    .2                                                     15  1.5 

Kansas          .   .    .    1,866     .87  649     .73  204  2.7  93     1.4  234  1.5 

Indiana 6,060  1.6  3>957  i>4  763  3.2  116    4.8  272  2.3 

Total 10,189  5>i57  1,120  464  763 

Party  vote  .    .   .  892,294  555*994  42,342  10,807  43»339 

Percent 1.14  .92  2.64  4.29  1.75 

7.  To  mark  all  electors  is  one  of  the  ways,  but  not  the  only 
way,  of  voting  a  split  ticket. 

states  having  a  special  circle  for  the  group  of  electors.  Massachusetts  alone  in  this 
group  provides  no  space  for  voting  the  electors  individually.  To  "  scratch  '*  any  one, 
a  line  must  be  drawn  through  his  name,  and  the  name  of  the  preferred  candidate 
written  on  the  corresponding  line  in  a  blank  **box.'* 
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RirusLicAit 

Dbmockat 

PaoRZBinoic 

POPDXIST 

SOCULW 

Alabama    ...       213 

.94 

96 

.12 

68 

11.14 

69 

1.38 

47  5.53 

California  .    .   .    1,447 

.7 

476 

•5 

51 

.7 

361  1.2 

Idaho 452 

.9 

279 

1.5 

14 

1.4 

2 

.6 

81   1.6 

Illinois  ....    2,813 

.4 

2,187 

.6 

478 

1.4 

150 

2.2 

577    .8 

Kentucky  .  .    .    2,855 

1.4 

3.430 

1.6 

190 

2.9 

201 

8. 

153  4.2 

Michigan  .    .    .    3,556 

.9 

1,483 

I. 

139 

I. 

8 

.6 

136  1.5 

New  Hampshire:         4 

.007 

3 

.009 

2 

.26 

2 

.25 

27  2.45 

New  York  ...       365 

.04 

159 

.03 

37 

.17 

16 

.21 

40    .1 

Ohio 3,014 

.5 

378 

.1 

214 

I.I 

14 

I. 

469  1.3 

South  Dakota.  .       560 

.7 

157 

.7 

34 

I.I 

15 

1.2 

26    .8 

Utah 238 

.38 

71 

.21 

18    .31 

Washington      .    1,091 

1.07 

160 

.57 

40 

1.2 

19 

2.8 

87    .87 

Wisconsin  .  .   .    1,474 

S 

358 

•3 

49 

•5 

33 

6.2 

144    .5 

Wyoming  ...         21 

.10 

58 

.65 

22 

10.4 

12  X.I 

Colorado  .   .    .        350 

.25 

206 

.20 

12 

.35 

III 

13-5 

34    .78 

Total  ....  18,453 

9,501 

1.350 

640 

2.238 

Party  vote    .  3.732,53^ 

2,245.720 

i: 

17,138 

28 

.594 

243.819 

Per  cent.  •   .   . 

.494 

.426 

1.062 

2.237 

•91: 

The  aggregate  differences  between  highest  and  lowest  votes 
for  Socialist  Labor  electors  was  484  or  1.507  per  cent  of  their 
total  in  the  entire  United  States. 

So  far  as  this  slighting  of  individual  electors  is  deliberate  and 
intentional,  it  will  be  seen  to  follow  the  rules  already  observed 
in  the  vote  for  other  offices.  Thus  we  have,  to  begin  with,  two 
groups  in  which  the  easy  and  natural  thing  is  to  vote  for  all 
electors  at  once.  Many  more  vote  against  unpopular  electors 
in  the  states  where  this  may  be  done  by  crossing  off  a  name  or 
two,  than  in  those  where  it  involves  a  more  complicated  pro- 
cess. Yet  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  mistake  and  not  intention 
is  responsible  for  all  but  a  small  part  of  the  difference  which 
commonly  occurs  between  a  party's  highest  and  lowest  elector. 
If  it  were  intentional,  the  elector  with  the  largest  vote  would 
be  as  likely  to  be  found  in  one  place  as  another  on  the  ballot. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  out  of  thirty-five  states  for  which  these  data 
are  at  hand,  the  Republican  elector  having  the  largest  vote  was 
the  first  on  the  list  in  thirty  and  the  second  in  one.  The  leading 
Democratic  elector  was  the  first  on  the  list  in  twenty-two  states 
and  the  second  in  five.  The  leading  Prohibition  elector  was 
the  first  named  in  twenty-one  states  out  of  twenty-nine  and  the 
second  in  two,  the  leading  Populist  the  first  in  fourteen  states 
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out  of  twenty-three  and  the  second  in  five  others,  while  the 
leading  Socialist  elector  was  the  first  named  in  twenty-eight  out 
of  thirty-three  states  and  the  second  in  two  others.  Similarly, 
the  elector  with  the  lowest  vote  was  the  one  whose  name  came 
last  or  next  to  last  twenty-four  times  in  the  Republican 
column,  fourteen  in  the  Democratic,  eleven  in  the  Populist 
and  nineteen  in  the  Socialist.  Often  the  vote  tapers  down  with 
the  greatest  regularity  between.  Either  because  they  suppose 
that  to  mark  a  few  names  carries  all,  or  because  they  do  not 
count  correctly,  or  because  they  tire  before  the  end  of  the  list, 
many  thousands  of  voters  have  certainly  stopped  marking 
somewhere  on  the  way.  The  length  of  the  list  of  electors,  of 
course,  varies  from  three  to  thirty-nine,  but  this  seems  to  have 
very  little  effect  on  the  number  who  thus  fail  to  reach  the  end 
of  it. 

If  we  assume  that  the  figures  in  the  first  group  represent 
the  proportion  of  voters  who  will  "normally"  vote  against 
electors  of  their  party  whom  they  do  not  like,  then  we  find  that, 
in  the  ballots  most  inviting  error  by  their  requirement  of  mark- 
ing every  name,  twenty-four  times  as  many  Republicans,  pro- 
portionately, failed  to  vote  for  the  full  list,  four  times  as  many 
Democrats  and  Prohibitionists,  fifteen  times  as  many  Socialists 
and  sixteen  times  as  many  Populists.  Much  of  this  difference 
is  certainly  due  to  downright  blundering.  We  have  additional 
proof  here  of  the  degree  to  which  the  form  of  ballot  influences 
the  vote.  Thus  the  states  which  have  ballots  designed  to  en- 
courage independent  voting  on  offices  in  general,  but  to  deter 
favoritism  among  electors  of  the  same  party,  rank  among  the 
highest  in  the  former  comparison  and  among  the  lowest  in  this. 
In  some  instances,  there  is  especial  excuse  for  error.  In  Mary- 
land the  so-called  "trick"  ballot  grouped  the  electors  in  a 
^' box  "with  the  names  of  the  presidential  candidates  on  the 
first  line.  A  mark  in  the  space  opposite  their  names  was 
counted  for  all  eight  electors.  The  most  common  mistake  in 
1904  was  for  a  voter  to  mark  after  the  name  of  elector  number 
•  one,  thinking  that  this  would  be  counted  for  all.  More  Repub- 
licans proportionately  did  this  than  Democrats,  with  the  result 
that  not  only  was  the  vote  of  the  state  divided,  but  seven- 
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eighths  of  it  went  to  the  party  which  really  mustered  the  fewer 
voters.  Interesting,  too,  are  the  Florida  and  Mississippi  figures. 
In  these  sta^s  the  names  of  electors  were  simply  printed  in  a 
column,  with  no  party  designation,  and  in  Florida  even  unsep- 
arated,  so  that  there  was  nothing  to  show  where  one  party's 
candidates,  ended  and  the  next  began.  As  the  Democratic 
electors  were  named  first  in  these  states,  it  was  comparatively 
easy  to  mark  down  to  the  proper  point  in  voting  that  ticket. 
But  an  ignorant  voter  might  well  be  puzzled  by  the  instruction 
to  mark  say,  from  the  eleventh  to  the  fifteenth  inclusive.  Hence 
the  extraordinary  proportion  of  error.  These  ballots,  which, 
as  our  original  classification  shows,  belong  to  the  same  general 
division  with  the  purest  Australian  types,  serve  the  partisan 
purpose  in  these  cases  of  bewildering  the  illiterate  negroes. 

A  person  of  any  intelligence,  who  knows  how  to  read  and 
has  taken  the  trouble  to  find  out  the  names  of  the  candidates, 
ought  seemingly  to  have  no  difficulty  in  casting  his  vote  cor- 
rectly even  with  the  most  confusing  of  these  forms.  But  the 
foregoing  figures  show,  if  nothing  else,  the  proclivity  of  the 
American  voter  to  make  mistakes  where  there  is  any  possible 
-excuse  for  his  doing  so.  It  is  this  which  makes  it  impossible 
to  say  of  any  type  of  ballot,  "  This  is  the  best,  and  every  com- 
munity should  adopt  it."  We  know  that  the  straight  ticket 
circle  discourages  independent  voting,  which  is  the  same  thing 
as  saying  that  it  improves  the  bad  candidate's  chances  of  being 
*'  pulled  through "  by  the  popularity  of  the  good  candidate  of 
his  party.  But  in  letting  the  illiterate  man  vote,  we  assume 
that  he  is  competent  to  decide  at  least  which  party  he  wants  to 
put  in  power.  The  party  circle  with  the  picture  over  it  may 
conceivably  in  some  communities  be  the  only  system  under 
which  he  can  vote  without  blunders.  A  state  which  contains 
many  such  illiterates  and  is  determined  to  let  them  vote  must 
therefore  decide,  before  fixing  on  any  form  of  ballot,  whether 
in  view  of  its  peculiar  conditions  haphazard  voting  or  hide- 
bound voting  is  the  lesser  evil. 

Except  in  Maryland  the  differences  between  electors  of  the 
same  party  had  no  influence  on  the  results  in  1904.  In  fact, 
so  far  as  this  particular  election  is  concerned,  the  foregoing 
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table  is  hardly  more  than  a  political  curiosity.  Yet  such  differ- 
ences might  easily  become  a  factor  of  great  importance  in  a 
close  election.  The  carelessness  or  caprice  of  voters  has  seven 
times  in  the  last  four  elections  resulted  in  dividing  the  electoral 
vote  of  a  state.  The  highest  Democratic  elector  came  in  ahead 
of  the  lowest  Republican  in  Ohio  and  in  California  in  1892,  and 
in  California  and  Kentucky  in  1 896,  while  Oregon  chose  one 
Populist  elector  in  1892  and  North  Dakota  one  Republican,  one 
Democrat  and  one  Populist.'  Should  this  condition  occur  again 
in  an  election  as  close  as  that  of  1876,  it  would  be  the  deciding 
factor.  If  in  1896,  for  instance,  Mr.  Bryan  had  carried  the  four 
states  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Delaware  and  West  Virginia  he  would 
have  been  elected  president  by  one  vote,  simply  because  the 
Republicans  of  California  and  Kentucky  had  failed  to  support 
all  their  party's  electoral  candidates.  The  possibility  that  the 
presidency  might  be  disposed  of  by  ?uch  a  miscarriage  of  the 
I  popular  will  is  a  serious  objection  to  our  present  electoral 
system. 
The  secretary  of  state  of  an  important  state  writes : 

The  practice  of  printing  the  names  of  electors  is  a  bad  one. 
The  constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  that  the  electors  shall 
be  appointed  in  such  a  manner  as  the  legislature  of  each  state  shall 
determine.  The  voters  should  vote  directly  only  for  the  candidates  for 
president  and  vice-president,  and  the  state  returning  board  should  give 
to  each  elector  of  the  party  as  many  votes  as  were  received  by  the  can- 
didates for  president  and  vice-president. 

The  suggestion  is  at  least  interesting. 

As  regards  the  general  difficulties  with  electoral  machinery, 
the  remedy  oftenest  discussed  is  the  use  of  the  voting  machine. 
The  two  conspicuous  merits  of  this  contrivance  are  that  it  dis- 
poses absolutely  of  delays  and  disputes  in  the  counting  of  votes 
and,  if  properly  constructed,  renders  it  mechanically  impossible 
to  vote  incorrectly.     The   careless  voter,  for  instance,  cannot 

'  In  California  in  1892  the  plurality  of  the  highest  Republican  elector  over  the 
highest  Democrat  was  but  .24  per  cent  of  the  Republican's  vote.  In  Ohio  that 
year,  the  corresponding  difference  was  .26  per  cent,  in  California  in  1896  it  was 
1. 31,  and  in  Kentucky  in  that  year  .12. 


58  POLITICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY 

indicate  two  candidates  for  the  same  office.  But  after  these 
great  advantages  are  granted,  the  machine  is,  after  all,  nothing 
but  a  blanket  ballot  in  which  a  lever,  button  or  key  takes  the 
place  of  the  cross-mark  or  other  stamp.  Except  those  involv- 
ing "stickers"  or  the  writing-in  of  names,  any  of  the  forms  of 
ballot  now  in  use  in  the  United  States  may  be  embodied  in  a 
voting  machine.  The  conclusions  drawn  from  the  figures  here 
presented  are  therefore  applicable  just  as  much  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  voting  machine  as  to  the  arrangement  of  the  paper 
ballot.     If  it  is  twenty  times  as  much  trouble  to  vote  a  split  as 

\/      a  straight  ticket,  few  persons  are  going  to  choose  the  former, 
whether  the  unit  is  a  pencil  mark  or  the  movement  of  a  celluloid 

"  button.     The  fear  of  making  a  mistake  that  will  invalidate  en- 

tirely is,  it  is  true,  removed,  and  this  should  give  the  voter  a 
greater  sense  of  freedom,  but  the  argument  of  least  resistance 
applies  nevertheless.  It  js  thus  very  important  that  a  locality 
which  proposes  to  install  voting  machines  should  secure  a  kind 
that  will  conform  to  the  sort  of  ballot  found  to  be  adapted  to 
the  needs  of  that  place.  A  state  accustomed  to  a  ballot  which 
requires  the  marking  of  every  name  is  simply  undoing  its  good 
work  if  it  installs  voting  machines  which  have  a  straight  party 
lever  or  knob.  It  is  virtually  letting  the  designer  of  the  ma- 
chine nullify  the  provisions  of  the  election  law. 

This  is  a  period  in  which  the  importance  of  little  things  is  be- 
ing more  and  more  recognized.  Advertising  experts  have 
learned  to  estimate  the  psychological  value  of  various  typo- 
graphical arrangements.  Railroad  companies  have  conducted 
expensive  tests  to  determine  what  style  of  type  in  their  time- 
tables will  be  read  with  the  minimum  of  mistakes  and  thus  save 
their  patrons  from  missing  trains  through  misreading  the  start- 
ing time.  At  least  as  careful  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
make-up  of  that  most  potent  of  all  sheets  of  paper,  the  ballot. 

Philip  Loring  Allen. 

Nbw  York  Qty. 


LAND  SYSTEM  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT  TOWNS. 

WHEN  the  inhabitants  of  the  three  river  towns  of  Hart- 
ford, Windsor  and  Wethersfield  left  Massachusetts  for 
their  new  homes  upon  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut, 
they  settled  upon  territory  to  which  they  had  no  title,  except 
a  squatter's  right  of  possession.  In  the  absence  of  any  royal 
charter  or  grant  from  the  New  England  Council,  the  colonists 
early  turned  their  attention  to  strengthening  their  right  of  pos- 
session by  purchasing  the  claims  of  the  native  proprietors. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  the  founders  of  Connecticut  accepted 
the  view  of  Roger  Williams,  that  a  valid  title  could  only  be  ob- 
tained by  purchase  from  the  Indians,  but  they  possessed  them- 
selves of  the  native  title  as  the  only  one  that  could  be  obtained 
under  the  circumstances.  Unquestionably  the  colonists  were 
also  prompted  by  a  spirit  of  fairness  towards  the  Indians  in 
paying  them  for  their  land,  for  even  after  the  granting  of  the 
royal  charter  in  1662,  when  the  title  of  the  colonists  to  their 
land  no  longer  rested  upon  occupation  and  purchase,  there  was 
uniform  action  in  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  by  purchase 
and  treaty.' 

It  was  clearly  recognized  that  much  confusion  would  result 
from  indiscriminate  purchases  of  land  from  the  natives  by  indi- 
viduals. The  Indians  were  none  too  careful  about  selling  the 
same  land  several  times  to  different  purchasers,  and  many  con- 
flicting claims  resulted.*  To  avoid  such  confusion  of  titles,  the 
colonial  authorities  attempted  to  restrict  the  purchase  of  land 
from  the  Indians  to  those  who  had  received  the  consent  of  the 
General  Court.3  These  orders  of  the  General  Court,  however, 
seem  to  have  been  "  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the 
observance."  It  is  true  that  there  are  instances  where  persons 
or  groups  of  persons  applied  to  the  Court  for  authority  to  pur- 

>Col.  Rec,  ii,  151,  254;  iv,  305,  $26. 

*  Lained,  Hist,  of  Windham  Co.,  i,  195,  150. 

*Col.  Rec,  i,  402;  ii,  151;  ir,  30$. 
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chase  land  from  the  Indians,'  but  unauthorized  purchases  un- 
doubtedly continued,  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  action 
of  the  General  Court  would  incline  one  to  believe  that  it  did 
not  consistently  enforce  its  own  orders.*  By  the  end  of  the 
first  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century,  practically  all  the  Indian 
claims  to  the  territory  of  the  colony  had  been  extinguished  by 
purchase  or  treaty,  some  of  them  several  times  over.^ 

For  more  than  twenty-five  years,  the  colonists  of  Connecticut 
held  their  lands  merely  by  de  facto  possession  and  native  pur- 
chase.* In  1662,  however,  through  the  efforts  of  John  Win- 
throp,  the  younger,  a  royal  charter  was  obtained,  confirming  to 
the  colonists  not  only  the  land  which  they  occupied,  but  also 
annexing  the  formerly  independent  jurisdiction  of  New  Haven. 
The  charter  granted  the  land  to  be  held  as  "  of  the  manor  of 
East  Greenwich  "  in  free  and  common  socage  on  the  condition 
of  the  payment  of  one-fifth  the  gold  and  silver  found  in  the 
colony.5 

Prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Fundamental  Orders,  in  1639, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  three  river  towns  appear  to  have  acted 
upon  their  own  initiative  in  making  purchases  of  land  from  the 
natives.  Neither  the  Massachusetts  Commission  nor  the  Court 
which  displaced  it  seems  to  have  controlled  the  granting  of  land. 
After  1639,  however,  all  unoccupied  land  became  public  do- 
main, and  by  the  Fundamental  Orders  the  right  to  dispose  of 
such  land  was  given  to  the  General  Court.  * 

The  parceling  out  of  the  land  of  the  colony  was  accomplished 
in   two  ways,  first,  by  grants   to   individuals,  and  second,  by 

^  MS.  Rec.  Towns  and  Lands,  iv,  66,  68. 

'  After  repeatedly  forbidding  unauthorized  transfers  of  land  from  the  natives,  the 
General  Court  in  1706  ordered  that  if  any  person  who  had  made  such  an  illegal  pur- 
chase  should  present  an  account  of  it  to  the  Court  no  advantage  would  be  taken  of  it. 
The  following  year  this  act  was  repealed.     Col.  Rec,  v,  4,  30. 

•Cothren,  Hist,  of  Ancient  Woodbury,  p.  21. 

*  I  pass  by  the  somewhat  mythical  claim  based  upon  the  Warwick  patent.  For  a 
discussion  of  this  patent  see  Johnston,  Connecticut,  pp.  83  et  seq,;  Peters,  Hist,  of 
Conn.,  pp.  25  et  seq,;  Hoadley,  Warwick  Patent,  Acorn  Qub  Publications,  No.  7. 

^  Poore*s  Charters  and  Constitutions,  i,  252  et  seq,  ;  Cheyney,  **The  Manor  of  East 
Greenwich,**  Am,  Hist.  Rev.  Oct.,  1905. 

•Col.  Rec,  i,  25. 
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grants  to  groups  of  individuals.  The  individual  grants,  which 
were  very  common  during  the  first  fifty  years  of  the  colony's 
history,  were  in  the  nature  of  pensions,  salaries,  gratuities,  or 
for  the  encouragement  of  some  commercial  enterprise.'  These 
grants  were  often  made  by  the  General  Court  in  the  most  in- 
definite way,  allowing  the  grantee  to  choose  the  land  wherever 
he  pleased,  so  long  as*  it  did  not  prejudice  any  former  grant.* 
As  we  approach  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  individual 
grants  of  land  by  the  General  Court  become  less  common,  but 
do  not  entirely  cease.^ 

By  far  the  most  important  manner  of  dividing  the  colony 
lands  was  by  means  of  grants  to  groups  of  individuals  with  the 
object  of  forming  new  plantations.  These  grants  were  usually 
made  in  answer  to  petitions  from  actual  or  prospective  settlers 
of  a  new  plantation.*  If  the  petition  was  approved  by  the 
Court,  a  committee  was  generally  appointed  to  view  the  pro- 
posed plantation,  to  see  if  the  location  was  suitable,  to  consider 
the  number  of  inhabitants  it  would  accommodate  and  to  lay  out 
the  town  plot  and  home  lots.'  The  General  Court  might,  and 
often  did,  direct  more  fully  the  formation  of  a  new  town.  It 
was  common  for  the  Court  to  restrict  the  time  in  which  the 
settlers  should  occupy  and  improve  their  grants.^  The  manner 
in  which  the  land  should  be  divided  among  the  settlers  was  at 
times  specified  by  the  General  Court.  Thus  it  was  ordered 
that  each  proprietor  should  have  "  equal  and  even  shares "  of 
the  lands  in  Ridgefield.'  In  granting  the  plantation  at  Litch- 
field, the  Court  ordered  that  the  township  should  be  divided 
into  sixty  **  rights,"  three  of  which  were  to  be  reserved  for  pious 
purposes.*     In  settling  the  town  of  Waterbury,  the  committee 

^Ibid,  i,  276,  323;  u,  200,  214;  iii,  233. 

•Thus  wc  find  150  acres  to  be  taken  up  *•  where  it  doe  not  damnify  the  Indians  nor 
ye  plantation,"  and  again  "where  he  can  find  it  in  Connecticut  limits."  Col.  Rec, 
i.  340,  372- 

'  For  grants  subsequent  to  1700  see  MS.  Rec.  Towns  and  Lands,  iii. 

*  Occasionally  the  General  Court  took  direct  action  in  settling  a  township  without 
a  petition.    Col.  Rec,  t,  180;  vi,  63. 

•Col.  Rec,  ii,  210;  t,  55,  160. 

*/W.  ii,  128.  ^Ibid,Vt  121.  'Ti^u/.  vi,  127. 
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of  the  General  Court  controlled  the  plantation  for  five  years.' 
Add  to  the  above  activities  of  the  Court  the  appointment  of 
surveyors  to  fix  the  bounds  of  town  grants,  the  settlement  of 
disputes  between  towns  as  to  their  respective  boundaries,  and 
the  occasional  minute  direction  in  special  cases,  and  we  have  a 
substantially  complete  view  of  the  land  system,  so  far  as  the 
colony  was  concerned.  In  short,  the  land  system  of  Connecti- 
cut was  similar  in  all  respects  to  that  of  the  other  corporate 
colonies  of  New  England.*  In  these  colonies  there  appeared  no 
systematic  attempt  to  obtain  a  revenue  from  the  public  domain. 
Land  was  granted  freely  to  the  settlers,  and  seldom  leased  or 
sold  by  the  colony.  Quit  rents  and  alienation  fines  formed  no 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  corporate  colonies.  It  is  true  that 
during  the  eighteenth  century  public  land  was  not  granted  with 
such  a  free  hand  in  Connecticut  as  had  formerly  been  the  case. 
It  became  common,  in  fact  even  the  rule,  for  the  colony  to 
require  some  compensation  for  land  grants,3  but  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  the  colony  aimed  to  obtain  a  permanent  revenue  by 
leasing  the  public  lands,  nor  do  any  officials  distinctly  charged 
with  the  administration  of  the  public  domain  appear. 

We  come  now  to  consider  the  manner  in  which  the  land 
granted  to  groups  of  individuals  was  distributed ;  how  individual 
ownership  displaced  joint  ownership.  It  is  in  this  xronnection 
that  the  real  importance  of  the  land  system  appears.  It  is  to 
be  expected  that  the  different  localities  in  working  out  an 
agrarian  policy  would  vary  in  some  essential  points  and  in  many 
details.  Such  being  the  case,  it  is  difficult  to  make  a  general 
statement  as  to  the  land  policy  which  would  apply  equally  to  all 
the  towns.  There  was,  however,  enough  similarity  of  treat- 
ment to  justify  us  in  speaking  of  a  land  system.  Furthermore, 
there  was  sufficient  difference  between  the  territorial  policies  of 
the  towns  formed  during  the  seventeenth  century  and  of  those 

*  Anderson,  Hist,  of  Waterbury,  i,  150. 
'Osgood,  American  Colonies,  i,  425  et  seq, 

*  The  most  noteworthy  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  was  that  of  the  seven  townships 
sold  at  public  auction  in  1737.  Col.  Rec,  viii,  134,  170.  See  also  Col.  Rec,  vi» 
194;  MS.  Rec.  Towns  and  Lands,  ii,  273. 
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formed  during  the  eighteenth  century  to  warrant  us  in  treating 
them  separately. 

It  has  been  noted  that  the  settlement  of  a  town  was  usually 
occasioned  by  a  petition  from  prospective  or  actual  settlers. 
These  settiers  formed  a  reasonably  definite  group,  and  we  are 
met  at  the  outset  with  the  question:  Were  these  petitioners 
granted  the  land  as  proprietors  in  fee  simple,  or  were  they  act- 
ing merely  as  trustees  for  the  town  in  its  corporate  capacity? 
During  the  first  fifty  years  of  the  colony's  history,  the  question 
did  not  appear  to  be  of  much  importance.  In  most  of  the 
towns  the  grantees  included  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  freemen  of  the 
town,  and  under  these  circumstances  a  town  meeting  would  be 
at  the  same  time  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors.  As  a  result  it 
became  customary  in  most  of  the  towns  during  the  seventeenth 
century  to  make  allotments  of  land  and  provide  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  undivided  land  in  the  town  meeting.*  The  attitude 
of  the  General  Court,  moreover,  seemed  to  confirm  the  view 
that  the  towns  should  have  the  power  to  regulate  their  common 
lands.  In  1639,  in  defining  the  power  of  towns,  the  General 
Court  stated  that  the  "  Towns  of  Hartford,  Windsor  and  Weth- 
ersfield,  or  any  other  Towns  within  this  jurisdiction,  shall  each 
of  them  have  power  to  dispose  of  their  own  lands  undisposed 
of."'  Again,  in  1643,  the  General  Court  ordered  that  as  the 
condition  of  the  plantations  required  that  much  of  the  land 
should  be  improved  in  common,  each  town  should,  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Court,  choose  seven  "able  and  discreet 
men  to  take  the  common  lands  belonging  to  ech  of  the  seurall 
townes,  respectively,  into  their  serious  and  sadde  consider- 
ation." 3 

As  we  approach  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  however^ 

*  Hartford  Town  Votes,  pp.  39, 42, 46  et  passim  ;  Adams-Stiles,  Hist,  of  Wethers- 
field,  i,  95;  Andrews,  Three  River  Towns,  Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies,  vii; 
Alien,  Hist,  of  Enfield,  passim;  Steiner,  Hist,  of  Guilford,  174;  Colchester,  Town 
Rec.,  passim;  Caulkins,  Hist,  of  Norwich,  p.  95;  Cothren,  Hist,  of  Ancient  Wood- 
bury, p.  145. 

•Col.  Rec,  i.  36. 

•  Col.  Rec,  i,  loi.  It  is  possible  that  this  referred  merely  to  the  sequestered  town 
comment,  bnt  it  doet  not  appear  from  the  records  that  such  was  the  meaning  of  the 
provision. 
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the  distinction  between  the  original  settlers  and  their  descend- 
ants, and  those  who  came  in  after  the  settlement  of  the  towns* 
becomes  more  marked.  Land  had  increased  in  value  with  the 
increase  in  population.  The  number  of  inhabitants  who  were 
not  descendants  of  original  settlers  was  constantly  augmented. 
As  a  result  we  find  developing  in  most  of  the  towns  three  dis- 
tinct classes  of  inhabitants :  first,  the  original  settlers  or  "  pro- 
prietors," their  heirs,  assigns  and  successors ;  second,  admitted 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  were  not  proprietors;  third» 
transients,  who  were  neither  proprietors  nor  admitted  inhab- 
itants.' The  first  two  classes  formed  the  active  part  of  the 
population  of  the  town.  The  proprietors  were,  relatively,  a 
fixed  group,  while  the  admitted  inhabitants  were  constantly  in- 
creasing. In  the  natural  course  of  events,  the  latter  would  soon 
come  to  hold  the  balance  of  power  in  the  town  meeting,  and  as 
the  administration  of  the  land  had  become  a  function  of  the 
town  meeting,  they  would  control  the  distribution  of  the  un- 
divided land. 

The  proprietors,  in  order  not  to  lose  control  of  the  land,  set 
up  the  claim  that  the  grant  of  the  township  by  the  General 
Court  was  made  to  the  original  settlers,  their  heirs,  assigns  and 
successors  in  fee  simple,  and  not  to  the  town  in  its  corporate 
capacity;  and  that  the  proprietors  should  have  the  exclusive 
right  to  grant  the  undivided  land  in  the  town.  In  some  of  the 
towns  where  the  proprietors  were  still  in  the  majority,  no  effec- 
tive opposition  was  made  to  their  claims,*  but  in  towns  where 
the  non-commoners  equalled  or  outnumbered  the  proprietors, 
the  pretensions  of  the  latter  were  not  quietly  acquiesced  in.  In 
Simsbury,  as  early  as  1672,  a  controversy  arose  as  to  whether 
the  "  outlands"  belonged  to  the  original  proprietors,  or  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  generally.  At  a  town  meeting  held  in 
April,  1672,  it  was  voted  to  divide  a  portion  of  these  lands 

'  Dr.  Stiles  in  his  recent  thorough  study  of  Wethersfield  makes  a  four- fold  division : 
Ci)  proprietors,  (2)  freemen  of  the  commonwealth,  (3)  admitted  inhabitants  of  the 
town  not  freemen  of  the  commonwealth,  (4)  householders.  This  classification  does 
not  include  the  transient  resident,  who,  though  he  received  scant  courtesy  from  the 
town,  was  still  a  portion  of  the  population.   Adams-Stiles,  Hist,  of  Wethersfield,  i,4i. 

*  In  Windsor  undivided  land  was  granted  exclusively  by  the  proprietors.  Andrews^ 
Three  River  Towns. 
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among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town ;  similar  divisions  were  also 
voted  in  1680  and  1688,  against  ail  of  which  the  proprietors 
protested  ineffectually.  The  question  again  arose  in  17 19,  when 
a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  reported,  and  the  town 
voted«  that 

die  right  of  disposal  of  common  or  undivided  land,  is  and  shall  be  in 
all  such  and  them  only  who  can  derive  their  right  so  to  do,  either  from 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  those 
who  have  been  admitted  inhabitants,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or 
shall  hereafter  be  admitted  inhabitants  with  that  power  and  right  ex- 
pressly inserted  in  the  town's  vote  of  admission. ' 

To  this  action  of  the  town  the  proprietors  took  exception. 
The  town,  however,  continued  to  grant  the  undivided  land  until 
the  action  of  the  General  Court  sustained  the  contention  of  the 
proprietors,  after  which  the  remaining  common  lands  were  man- 
aged and  conveyed  exclusively  by  the  proprietors.  Similar 
controversies  occurred  in  New  London,  Canterbury,  Ashford 
and  other  towns.* 

It  was  in  connection  with  the  struggle  in  New  London,  that 
the  question  was  brought  before  the  General  Court  in  17 19  for 
final  settlement  by  petitions  from  both  the  town  and  the  pro- 
prietors.3  The  attitude  of  the  General  Court  had  been  at  first, 
as  we  have  seen,  that  the  towns  were  empowered  to  regulate 
and  dispose  of  the  common  lands.  The  first  indication  of  a 
change  of  view  on  the  part  of  the  Court  was  in  1685,  when 
patents  were  first  issued  to  the  various  towns.**  In  these  patents 
it  was  stated  that  the  land  in  the  towns  was  granted  "  to  the  said 
proprietors  inhabitants,  their  heirs  and   assigns."  *     In  confirm- 

^  Phelps,  Hist,  of  Simsbury,  p.  8a 

*Caulkins,  Hist,  of  New  London,  p.  263;  Lamed,  Hist,  of  Windham  Co.,  i,  156; 
iHd,  i,  214  et  seq, 

*  MS.  Rec.  Towns  and  Lands,  iii,  174-184.  Gov.  Saltonstall  strongly  supported 
the  proprietors  of  whom  he  was  one.  See  his  protest  against  the  action  of  the  town 
in  dividing  the  common  lands.     MS.  Rec.  Towns  and  Lands,  iii,  239. 

*  Probably  the  reason  for  the  issuance  of  the  patents  was  to  guarantee  the  titles  to 
land  that  had  been  granted,  before  the  colony's  charter  was  vacated  l>y  quo  warranto 
proceedings  which  were  then  pending. 

•Col.  Rec.,  iii,  177. 
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ing  the  patents  of  several  towns  in  1703,  the  following  even 
stronger  expression  was  used : 

all  and  every  the  several  above  mentioned  lands  with  all  rights  and 
immunities  contained  in  the  above  mentioned  patent,  shall  be  and  re- 
main a  full  and  clear  estate  of  inheritance  in  fee  simple  to  the  several 
proprietors  of  the  respective  towns.  ^ 

The  next  expression  of  the  General  Court  upon  this  impor- 
tant question,  was  in  answer  to  the  New  London  petitions. 
When  the  petition  of  the  town  was  first  presented  long  debates 
ensued,  the  Upper  House  favoring  the  proprietors  and  the  Lower 
House  favoring  the  town.'  The  Court  finally  ordered  that,  it 
"  being  a  matter  of  so  great  weight  and  general  concern  as  to 
effect  the  generality  of  the  towns,"  consideration  of  the  question 
should  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  the  Court.  ^  At 
the  following  session  it  was  resolved  that  the  patent  to  the  town 
did 

confirm  the  lands  in  said  township  to  each  and  every  proprietor  in 
such  towns,  and  to  such  as  have  any  distinct  propriety  there  though  not 
living  in  such  towns  .  .  .  also  all  lands  not  divided  or  disposed  to  hold 
as  tenants  in  common ;  all  of  which  undivided  lands  were  confirmed  to 
them,  the  said  proprietors,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  so  that  no  person  by 
becoming  an  inhabitant  afterwards  could  have  any  right  to  dispose  of 
any  land  in  said  town  by  voting  in  a  town  meeting.  ^ 

But  the  General  Court  ordered  that  all  titles  to  land  which  had 
been  previously  obtained  by  town  votes  were  to  be  valid. 

The  proprietors  having  carried  their  point,  in  many  of  the 
towns  they  took  steps  to  organize  themselves  in  a  more  per- 
manent manner.  Proprietors*  meetings  were  held  distinct  from 
the  town  meetings,  and  the  regulation  and  disposal  of  the  undi- 
vided land  was  thenceforth  controlled  exclusively  by  the  pro- 
prietors. The  corporate  character  of  the  proprietors  was 
recognized  by  the  General  Court  in  a  number  of  acts.     The 

*0)I.  Rcc.,  iv,  443. 

*MS.  Rec  Towns  and  Lands,  in,  174  ti  itq^ 

•C6L  Rcc.  vi,  131.  ^IHd,  vi,  189. 
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proprietors  were  required  to  hold  a  meeting  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  at  least  five  of  their  number ;  they  were  empowered  to 
levy  taxes  upon  themselves,  and  to  choose  a  clerk  duly  sworn 
to  record  their  proceedings.'  At  a  proprietors'  meeting  a 
moderator  and  clerk,  and  usually  a  treasurer,  were  chosen. 
Much  of  the  business  of  the  proprietors  was  transacted  by 
means  of  committees.  Thus  committees  were  appointed  to 
provide  for  the  division  of  the  common  lands,  to  look  after  the 
common  fence,  to  search  out  and  prosecute  trespassers,  to  sur- 
vey grants  and  lay  out  highways,  etc*  Attorneys  were  also 
appointed  by  the  proprietors  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  actions 
brought  in  the  name  of  the  proprietors. 

While  the  proprietors  in  any  given  town  were,  in  theory,  the 
heirs,  assigns  and  successors  of  the  original  settlers,  and  hence 
tended  to  become  a  close  corporation,  in  many  of  the  older 
towns  the  theory  did  not  agree  with  the  facts.  Through  lack 
of  records  in  some  towns  it  was  impossible  to  discover  who  were 
the  original  settlers,  and  in  such  cases  the  taxable  inhabitants 
at  a  given  time  were  reckoned  as  proprietors.3  Furthermore, 
the  proprietors  not  infrequently  added  to  their  numbers.  Thus 
in  1 71 3,  the  proprietors  of  Colchester  voted  to  add  some 
twenty-four  persons  to  the  list  of  proprietors.-^  In  Waterbury 
we  find  a  distinction  made  between  the  original  proprietors 
called  "Grand  Proprietors"  and  those  later  admitted  called 
••  Bachelor  Proprietors."  The  latter  shared  in  the  division  of 
common  lands,  but  had  no  voice  in  granting  land.^ 

We  have  thus  far  examined  the  administration  of  the  land 
system,  as  it  developed  in  the  towns  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
The  attempt  has  been   made  to  show  that,  while  at  first  the 

>  Col.  Rec,  vi,  25,  379,  424. 

■See  Proprietors  Rec.  of  New  Hartford,  Norfolk,  Canaan,  Guilford  and  othe 
towns. 

*  In  Guilford  the  body  of  the  proprietors  was  fixed  by  town  vote  in  1697,  and  in- 
cluded all  those  that  were  settled  planters  in  1686.  Steiner,  Hist,  of  Guilford,  p.  174. 
In  New  London  such  persons  as  were  land  holders  in  1 703  when  the  town  patent  was 
granted  were  considered  proprietors.     Caulkins,  Hist,  of  New  London,  p.  263. 

•Cokhester,  Prop.  Rec,  April  28,  1713. 

'Anderson,  Hist  of  Waterbury,  i,  2S0;  Bronson,  Hist,  of  Waterbury,  p.  116. 
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towns  in  their  corporate  capacity  regulated  the  territorial  policy, 
by  the  end  of  the  century  the  proprietary  system  had  become 
general.  In  many  of  the  older  towns,  however,  the  greater 
part  of  the  common  land  had  been  distributed  before  the  pro- 
prietors obtained  exclusive  control,  and  hence  their  activity  was 
considerably  restricted.  It  is  when  we  reach  the  towns  formed 
during  the  eighteenth  century  that  we  find  the  system  of  pro- 
prietary holdings  most  fully  developed.  We  come  now  to  con- 
sider these  towns. 

The  territory  from  which  the  greater  number  of  the  towns  of 
the  eighteenth  century  were  formed  was  the  so-called  "  Western 
Lands,"  covering  approximately  the  present  county  of  Litch- 
field. All  of  this  vast  territory,  comprising  over  300,000  acres, 
had  been  granted  by  the  General  Court  to  the  towns  of  Hart- 
ford and  Windsor,  in  1675.'  This  grant  was  made  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  loss  of  the  charter,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  lands 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  Andros.  Not  much  attention 
was  paid  to  the  territory  until  after  the  opening  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century.  The  land  was  rugged,  and  other  more  desirable 
territory  was  available  for  settlement. 

The  first  attempt  made  by  the  Hartford  and  Windsor  pat- 
entees to  improve  their  grant  was  in  the  settlement  of  the  town 
of  Litchfield  in  1 719.  The  General  Court,  while  granting  the 
privilege  of  settling  this  town,  practically  rescinded,  at  the  same 
time,  the  former  extensive  grant  to  the  two  towns.*  The  in- 
habitants of  Hartford  and  Windsor  resisted  3  this  act  of  the 
General  Court,  and  the  title  to  the  lands  was  in  dispute  until 
1726,  when  a  compromise  was  reached  by  dividing  the  territory 
between  the  two  towns  and  the  colony.*  The  territory  reserved 
to  the  colony  embraced  the  present  towns  of  Canaan,  Norfolk, 
Goshen  (including  Warren)  and  about  two-thirds  of  Kent,  while 
Hartford  and  Windsor  received  the  present  towns  of  Colebrookys 
Hartland,  Winchester,  Barkhamsted,  Torrington,  New  Hartford 

»  Col.  Rec.,  iii,  225.  ^Ihid,  vi,  127. 

'  Trumbull  gives  an  account  of  a  riot  at  Hartford  caused  by  the  dispute  over  the 
title  to  this  territory.  This  story,  however,  has  been  discredited.  Trumbull,  ii,  96; 
Boyd,  Annals  of  Winchester,  p.  11. 

^Ibid,  vii,  44,  337. 
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and  Harwiiitx>n.  These  towns  may  be  taken  as  typical  of  nearly 
all  the  towns  formed  during  the  eighteenth  century,  and  an 
examination  of  the  system  of  land  administration  in  these  towns 
will  suffice  as  showing  the  chief  characteristics  of  all  tovms 
formed  during  this  period. 

In  1732  the  towns  of  Hartford  and  Windsor  made  a  division 
of  their  portion  of  the  Western  Lands,  by  which  the  townships 
of  Hartland,  Winchester  and  New  Hartford,  and  the  eastern 
half  of  Harwinton  went  to  Hartford,  and  the  townships  of  Cole- 
brook,  Barkhamsted,  Torrington  and  the  western  half  of  Har- 
winton fell  to  Windsor.  In  the  same  year  the  General  Court 
authorized  the  inhabitants  of  Windsor,  and  the  following  year 
the  inhabitants  of  Hartford,  to  meet  and  make  partition  of  their 
land  to  individual  proprietors.'  The  taxable  inhabitants  of  the 
two  towns  were  then  divided  into  seven  "  companies,"  each  own- 
ing a  township.  The  share  of  any  individual  in  a  company 
depended  upon  the  amount  of  his  ratable  estate  in  Hartford  or 
Windsor. 

The  manner  in  which  the  part  of  Western  Lands  reserved  to 
the  colony  was  disposed  of,  and  proprietorships  created,  is  of 
interest,  as  characteristic  of  the  way  in  which  practically  all  the 
remaining  public  domain  was  parceled  out.  In  1737  the  Gen- 
eral Court  ordered  that  the  five  townships  on  the  east  of  the 
Housatonic  River,  and  the  two  on  the  west,*  should  be  sold  at 
public  auction  in  certain  specified  towns  of  the  colony .3  Six  of 
the  seven  townships  were  divided  into  fifty-three  "rights"  or 
shares.*  Three  of  the  rights  in  each  township  were  reserved, 
one  for  the  use  of  the  ministry,  one  as  a  gratuity  to  the  first 
minister,  and  one  for  the  support  of  the  town  school.  The  re- 
maining fifty  rights  were  sold  to  the  highest  bidders.     The 

>Col.Rec.,Tii,  387,445. 

'The  fiYe  townships  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  were  Norfolk,  Canaan,  Goshen, 
Cornwall  and  Kent;  the  two  on  the  west,  Sharon  and  Salisbury. 

*  Norfolk  at  Hartford,  Goshen  at  New  Haven,  Canaan  at  New  London,  Cornwall 
at  Fairfield,  Kent  at  Windham,  Salisbury  at  Hartford,  Sharon  at  New  Haven.  All 
the  townships  seem  to  have  found  purchasers  except  Norfolk,  which  was  not  .finally 
sold  until  nearly  twenty  years  later.    Col.  Rec,  viii,  135;  x,  320. 

*  Salisbiuy  was  divided  into  twenty-five  rights. 
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Court,  however,  fixed  certain  minimum  prices  for  each  right, 
ranging  from  30  to  60  pounds.  Certain  restrictions  were  placed 
upon  prospective  purchasers.  They  were  required  to  be  in- 
habitants of  the  colony,  to  settle  themselves  or  their  agent  and 
live  three  years  in  the  town  in  which  they  purchased  land,  to 
build  a  house  of  certain  specified  dimensions,  and  clear  and 
fence  at  least  six  acres  of  land.'  The  method  thus  employed 
of  distributing  the  public  land  might  be  termed  the  "  eighteenth' 
century  plan,"  and  from  it  developed  certain  characteristics 
which  were  markedly  different  from  those  of  the  land  system  in 
the  older  towns. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  distinction  in  this  respect  between 
the  older  and  later  towns,  was  the  appearance  in  the  latter  of 
absentee  proprietors,  and  the  land  speculation  incident  to  such 
proprietorship.  In  the  older  towns  the  proprietors  were,  to  a 
large  extent,  actual  settlers,  and  their  land  holdings  were  con- 
fined largely  to  the  town  in  which  they  lived.  In  the  towns 
formed  during  the  eighteenth  century,  however,  the  proprietors 
bought  land  in  a  township  having  no  intention  of  settling  there. 
The  land  was  purchased  merely  upon  speculation,  and  it  was 
common  to  find  a  large  part  of  the  land  in  a  township  change 
hands  before  any  settlement  had  been  made.*  Proprietors' 
meetings  were  held  where  a  majority  of  the  proprietors  lived, » 
and  this  was  often  not  in  the  town  of  which  they  were  proprie- 

'Col.  Rec.,  viii,  134  eiseg. 

*Not  one  of  the  106  original  proprietors  of  Winchester  ever  dwelt  in  the  town,  and 
only  one  son  of  a  proprietor  ever  had  a  permanent  residence  there.  Boyd,  Annals  of 
Winchester,  p.  31.  Of  the  twelve  proprietors  of  Union  only  one  was  an  actual  settler. 
Lawson,  Hist,  of  Union,  p.  39.  Of  the  41  original  proprietors  of  Sharon  about  one- 
half  became  residents.  Sedgwick,  Hist,  of  Sharon,  p.  24.  In  1761  the  proprietors 
certified  that  of  the  25,CXX)  acres  of  land  in  Cornwall  from  eleven  to  twelve  thousand 
acres  were  owned  by  non-residents.  MS.  Rec.  Towns  and  Lands,  viii,  278.  See 
also  Orcutt,  Hist,  of  New  Milford,  70 ;  Atwater,  Hist,  of  Kent,  p.  17  ;  MS.  Pro- 
prietors Rec.  of  New  Hartford,  pp.  11  et  seq, 

'The  meetings  of  the  proprietors  of  New  Hartford  were  held  at  Hartford  from  1732 
to  1738.  The  first  meetings  of  the  Goshen  proprietors  were  held  at  Litchfield,  of  the 
Cornwall  proprietors  at  Hartford,  of  Norfolk  proprietors  at  Simsbury,  of  the  Canaan 
proprietors  at  Wethersfield,  and  of  the  Kent  proprietors  at  Windman.  MS.  Prop. 
Rec.  of  New  Hartford,  Norfolk  and  Canaan.  Hibbard,  Hist  of  Goshen,  p.  30; 
Gold,  Hist,  of  Cornwall,  p.  20 ;  Atwater,  Hist,  of  Kent,  p.  22. 
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tors.  An  outcome  of  the  tendency  to  land  speculation  was  the 
delay  which  resulted  in  the  settlement  of  some  of  the  towns. 
Land  being  held  largely  for  a  speculative  increase  in  value  and 
not  for  actual  settlement,  long  periods  of  time  elapsed  between 
the  sale  of  a  township  and  its  actual  settlement.' 

The  distinction  between  the  proprietors'  meetings  and  the 
town  meetings,  and  between  their  spheres  of  activity,  was 
'much  more  clearly  marked  in  the  towns  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, than  was  the  case  in  the  older  towns.  Seldom  or  never  do 
we  find  the  town  meetings  in  the  later  towns  interfering  in  the 
regulation  or  distribution  of  the  common  land.  The  exclusive 
right  of  the  proprietors  to  deal  with  these  questions  was  gen- 
erally conceded  from  the  outset.  Disputes  between  the  towns 
and  the  proprietors  did  arise,  but  these  were  usually  concerning 
the  right  of  the  town  to  tax  the  proprietary  lands." 

The  proprietors  as  a  body,  in  the  later  as  in  the  older  towns, 
continued  their  activity  as  long  as  there  remained  common  or 
undivided  land.  At  first  their  meetings  were  frequent,  but  as 
the  successive  divisions  of  common  land  constantly  diminished 
their  holdings  in  severalty,  their  activity  decreased  and  meet- 
ings were  held  less  and  less  frequently .3 

Thus  far  in  the  treatment  of  the  land  system,  emphasis  has 
been  laid  merely  upon  the  question  of  administration.  The  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  show  that  the  activity  of  the  colonial 
authorities  in  administering  the  land  system  was  little  more  than 
supervisory,  while  the  real  direction  and  administration  of  the 
land  was  left  to  the  localities;   and,  furthermore,  that  in  the 

^  Winchester,  one  of  Hartford's  towns  in  the  Western  Lands,  was  not  settled  or 
divided  until  twenty-nine  years  after  the  division  of  the  Western  Lands.  Boyd,  An- 
nals of  Winchester,  31.  It  was  nine  years  after  the  sale  of  Union  before  any  attempt 
was  made  to  divide  the  land  among  the  proprietors.     Lawson,  Hist,  of  Union,  38. 

*MS.  Rec.  Towns  and  Lands,  iii,  136,  195;  MS.  Prop.  Rec.  of  New  Hartford, 
August  6,  1744;   Lawson,  Hist,  of  Union,  p.  50. 

*  Meetings  of  the  proprietors  of  Norfolk  were  held  regularly  twice,  or  oftener,  a 
year  until  1768,  then  no  meeting  b  recorded  until  1804,  and  then  at  intervals  of  ten 
years  or  more  until  1856.  Meetings  of  the  Canaan  proprietors  were  held  at  intervals 
of  two  or  three  months  until  1765,  then  irregularly  until  1804.  MS.  Prop.  Rec.  of 
Norfolk  and  Canaan.  See  also  Caulkins,  Hist,  of  New  London,  p.  263;  Allen, 
Hist,  of  Enfield,  i,  92;  Steiner,  Hist,  of  Guilford,  p.  175. 
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towns  the  system  of  proprietary  administration  had  displaced 
the  town  administration  of  land  by  the  end  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  The  system  of  proprietary  control  which  became  gen- 
eral during  the  eighteenth  century  was  in  all  essential  points 
analogous  to  the  administration  of  the  land  system  in  the  pro- 
prietary provinces.*  The  proprietors  in  the  Connecticut  towns 
were  a  reproduction  on  a  smaller  scale  of  the  proprietors  of 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  While  the  elaborate  administrative 
machinery  of  the  latter  did  not  appear  in  any  of  the  Connecticut 
towns,  still  the  aims  of  .the  proprietors  in  each  case  were  iden- 
tical, namely,  to  obtain  a  revenue  from  their  lands. 

We  come  now  to  consider  the  manner  in  which  the  land  of  a 
township  was  distributed  among  the  individual  proprietors. 
Here  again  a  distinction  will  be  made  between  the  earlier  and 
later  towns. 

The  character  of  the  land  in  any  township  varied  according 
to  its  location  and  topography.  In  most  of  the  older  towns 
which  were  situated  on  or  near  rivers  or  streams,  the  land  might 
be  classified  roughly  under  the  following  heads :  ( i )  Meadow 
or  marshy  land;  (2)  cleared  upland;  (3)  uncleared  or  wooded 
land.  Upon  the  cleared  upland  was  usually  located  the  town 
plot,  home  lots  and  planting  grounds.  The  meadow  furnished 
hay  and  pasturage,  while  in  the  wooded  land  were  pastured  the 
swine,  sheep  and  young  cattle.' 

The  first  step  in  the  settlement  of  a  town  was  the  laying  out 
of  the  town  plot  and  the  assignment  of  home  lots.  This,  as  we 
have  seen,  was  often  done  by  a  committee  of  the  General  Court* 
The  home  lots  varied  greatly  in  size  in  the  different  towns,  and 
often  within  the  same  town.  In  Guilford  they  ranged  from  i  to 
10  acres ;  in  Wallingford  and  Enfield  they  were  uniformly  10  or 
1 2  acres ;  in  Litchfield  1 5  acres,  while  in  Woodbury  the  inhabi- 
tants were  divided  into  six  **  ranks,"  the  home  lots  of  the  differ- 
ent ranks  being  25,  20,  18,  16,  12  and  10  acres.^     Generally 

'  Osgood,  American  Colonies,  ii,  16  it  sig,  *  md,  i,  437. 

■  0)1.  Rec,  H,  210;  V,  55,  160. 

*Steiner,  Hist,  of  Guilford,  p.  49;  DetIs,  Hist,  of  Wallingford,  p.  81;  Woodruff, 
Hist,  of  Litchfield,  p.  18;  Allen,  Hist,  of  Enfield,  i,  pasiim;  Cothren,  Hist,  of 
Ancient  Woodbury,  p.  39. 
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the  location  of  a  person's  home  lot  was  determined  by  chance, 
but  not  infrequently  the   minister  or  other  prominent  settler 
would  be  allowed  first  choice.'     After  the  home  lots  had  been 
granted,  the  upland  and  meadow  was  subject  to  grant.     Here 
again  the  division  was  usually  made  by  lot.     The  circumstances 
which  determined  the  size  of  a  person's  home  lot,  as  well  as  his 
share  of  meadow  and  upland,  varied  in  different  towns.     Occa- 
sionally, though  not  often,  a  rigid  equality  was  observed  in  the 
assignment  of  home  lots  and  other  land.*     Generally,  in  the 
earlier  divisions,  an  attempt  was  made  to  proportion  a  person's 
share  to  his  investment,  or  his  activity  in  forming  the  planta- 
tion, or  his  ability  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  community. 
As  time  passed,  the  amount  of  a  person's  taxable  estate  became 
the  common  index  for  determining  his  share  in  the  undivided 
lands.5     In  Wallingford  the  whole  population  was  divided  into 
three  "  ranks."     The  persons  in  the  first  "  rank "  paid  double 
the  amount  of  taxes  of  those  in  the  lowest  "  rank,"  and  one- 
third  more  than  those  of  the  middle  "  rank."     Land  was  then 
divided  among  the  ranks  in  the  proportion  of  4,  6,  and  8.*     In 
Guilford,  in  the  fourth  division  of  land,  the  rule  was  that  there 
should  be  given  one  acre  of  land  for  every  pound  in  the  list,  1 8 
acres  for  each  male  child,  and  10  acres  for  each  woman  or 
female  child.' 

There  appeared  in  some  of  the  towns  a  desire  to  prevent  too 
large  an  accumulation  of  lands  in  the  hands  of  a  few  persons. 
In  the  "Articles  of  Association  and  Agreement,"  entered  into  by 
the  planters  of  Waterbury,  it  was  provided  that  no  person  should 
subscribe  to  more  than  100  pounds'  allotment.^  In  Guilford  it 
was  provided  that  no  one  should  put  in  his  estate  above  500 
pounds  to  '•  require  accommodation  in  any  division  of  lands."  ' 
Seldom,  or  never,  was  all   the  undivided   land  of   a  town 

'  Canlkins,  Hist,  of  New  London,  p.  59. 

■Col.  Rec.,  V,  55,  121;  Andrews,  Three  River  Towns,  Johns  Hopkins  University 
Studies,  vii 

^Norwalk  Town  Records,  December  12,  1687;  Andrews,  Three  River  Towns, 
Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies,  vii;  Lamed,  Hist,  of  Windham  Co.,  i,  37. 

*  Davis,  Hist,  of  Wallingford,  p.  81.  »  Steiner,  Hist,  of  Guilford,  p.  173. 

*Broiuon,  Hist,  of  Waterbury,  p.  8.  •  Steiner,  Hist,  of  Guilford,  p.  49. 
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granted  in  one  division;  successive  divisions  were  made  as 
occasion  demanded.  As  a  result  it  was  common  to  find  a  per- 
son's estate  distributed  about  the  town  in  a  number  of  small 
tracts.* 

Besides  the  regular  division  of  land  in  which  all,  or  a  majority, 
of  the  inhabitants  shared,  a  large  number  of  individual  grants 
appear  in  the  records  of  the  different  towns.  These  grants 
were  made  sometimes  to  accommodate  new  settlers,  at  others 
to  equalize  a  person's  share  in  a  regular  division  because  of 
deficiency  in  the  quality  of  the  land,  and  again  to  poor  settlers 
who  did  not  share  in  the  general  distribution." 

A  result  of  the  manner  of  dividing  land  which  has  just  been 
described  was  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  land  would 
remain  for  a  greater  or  less  period  of  time  undivided.  The 
fencing  and  regulation  of  this  common  land  was  an  important 
function  of  the  town  or  proprietors'  meetings.  Furthermore,  it 
was  customary,  when  a  given  portion  of  common  land  had  been 
divided  among  the  proprietors,  to  allow  the  land  to  remain  in 
one  common  field.  Each  owner  improved  his  own  part  of  the 
common  field  in  his  own  way,  and  after  the  crops  had  been 
removed,  it  was  the  custom  to  depasture  the  field,  allowing  each 
owner  to  turn  in  a  number  of  cattle  proportioned  to  his  acreage 
of  land  in  the  field.3  Of  the  common  fence  each  proprietor 
was  required  to  build  and  keep  in  repair  an  amount  propor- 
tioned to  the  amount  of  his  holding  in  the  field.  The  fences 
were  viewed  at  regular  intervals  by  fence  viewers,  and  fines  were 
imposed  on  those  proprietors  who  failed  to  keep  their  portion 
in  repair.*  Besides  the  proprietary  fields  which  lay  in  common, 
there   were    the    town   "commons."     The   latter  were  certain 

^  One  Isaac  Gleason  possessed  some  twelve  separate  portions  of  land  in  different 
parts  of  the  township  of  Enfield.  Allen,  Hist,  of  EnBeld,  i,  137  et  seq,;  Compare 
Osgood,  American  Colonies,  i,  449. 

'  '  Hartford  Town  Votes,  pp.  197,  212,  238;  Derby  Rec,  pp.  28,  29,  78  ei  seg.; 
Allen,  Hist,  of  Enfield,  i,  283. 

'Adams- Stiles,  Hist,  of  Wethersfield,  i,  113;  Eggleston,  Land  System  of  the  New 
England  Colonies,  Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies,  iv,  594. 

^  Steiner,  Hist,  of  Guilford,  p.  246.  See  a  good  description  of  common  fields  and 
fences  in  Bronson,  Hist,  of  Waterbury,  pp.  47  et  seq. 
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amounts  of  land  sequestered  by  vote  of  the  town  or  proprietors 
for  the  use  of  the  town  generally.  These  commons  furnished 
pasturage,  firewood,  timber,  stone,  eic.y  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  without  any  reference  to  their  proprietary  ownership. 
These  commons  were  maintained  in  some  towns  for  many  years, 
but  finally  were  divided  as  the  other  proprietary  lands."  The 
maintenance  of  common  herds  and  herdsmen  was  a  character- 
istic accompaniment  of  the  system  of  common  fields.  The 
cattle  and  sheep  of  a  town  were  placed  in  one  or  more  herds 
under  the  charge  of  regularly  chosen  town  herdsmen  and  shep- 
herds.' 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  land  system  of  the  older  towns 
was  the  restrictions  which  were  placed  upon  the  right  of  an  indi- 
vidual to  alienate  his  land.  As  the  entire  right  of  commoners 
both  in  the  divided  and  undivided  lands  might  be  sold  or  trans- 
ferred, it  was  deemed  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  undesirable 
persons  from  becoming  land  holders  and  possible  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  to  restrict  the  right  of  a  person  to  dispose  of  his  land 
at  will.  In  1659  the  General  Court  provided  that  no  person 
should  sell  his  land  until  he  had  first  offered  it  to  the  town  in 
which  the  land  lay  and  the  town  had  refused  to  purchase  it.  ^ 
.  To  this  general  enactment  the  towns  added  other  restrictions. 
From  the  first,  Hartford  had  required  the  consent  of  the  town 
to  the  sale  of  lands.  ^     In  Enfield  a  person  was  required  to  oc- 

'  Adams-Stiles,  Hist,  of  Wetherefield,  i,  113  et  seq,;  Bronson,  Hist,  of  Waterbury, 
pp.  79  ei  seq.  An  interesting  controversy  occurred  over  the  division  of  the  town 
commons  in  Hartford  in  1754.  The  descendants  and  successors  of  the  **  Ancient 
Proprietors**  claimed  the  right  to  divide  the  commons  among  themselves,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  out  a  division.  The  *'  Inhabitants  Proprietors,**  or  tax-paying  inhabit- 
ants, disputed  this  division  and  proceeded .  to  lay  out  the  commons  to  the  taxable 
inhabitants.  This  soon  produced  a  number  of  suits  in  the  courts  to  determine  the 
tide.  After  various  decisions,  generally  in  favor  of  the  Ancient  Proprietors,  a  com- 
promise was  reached  by  which  the  town  purchased  the  rights  of  the  Ancient  Pro- 
prietors. The  land  was  then  distributed,  probably,  among  the  taxable  inhabitants. 
MS.  Documents  in  the  library  of  the  Conn.  Hist.  Soc. 

'  In  New  London  the  cattle  were  placed  in  two  herds  each  with  a  keeper.  Caul- 
kins,  Hist,  of  New  London,  p.  82.  See  also  Allen,  Hist,  of  Enfield,  i,  328;  Steiner, 
Hist,  of  Guilford,  p.  240. 

•Col.  Rec,  i,  351. 

*  Hartford,  Town  Votes,  Febmaiy  21,  1636. 
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cupy  his  grant  of  land  seven  years,  and  also  obtain  the  consent 
of  the  town  before  he  could  sell  it ' 

During  the  eighteenth  century  when  it  became  usual  for  the 
General  Court  to  sell  townships  instead  of  freely  granting  them, 
a  different  system  of  division  prevailed.  These  townships,  as 
we  have  seen,  were  usually  divided  into  a  certain  number  of 
"  rights,"  each  right  entitling  the  purchaser  to  an  equal  share  in 
the  land  of  the  township.  Thus  the  basis  for  the  division  of 
land  was  exclusively  investment,  not  ability  or  taxable  estate,  as 
had  been  common  in  the  older  towns.  Naturally  this  resulted 
in  much  greater  uniformity  in  the  size  of  home  lots  and  other 
holdings.  The  successive  divisions  of  land  followed  each  other 
with  greater  rapidity  in  the  later  than  in  the  older  towns.*  The 
frequent  transfer  of  land  holdings  was  a  feature  of  the  land  sys- 
tem in  the  towns  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Often,  an  entirely 
new  set  of  proprietors  would  participate  in  the  third  and  later 
divisions  of  common  lands.  Common  fields,  fences,  and  herds 
were  much  less  a  feature  of  the  town  economy  of  the  later  than 
of  the  earlier  towns.  This  was  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  the 
colonists  had  emerged  from  the  primitive  conditions  of  land 
cultivation,  but  more  largely  to  the  fact  that  in  many  of  the  later 
towns  the  proprietors,  being  non-residents  or  speculators,  did 
not  improve  their  holdings. 

'  Alien,  Hist,  of  Enfield,  i,  62.  See  dmiUr  provisions.  Caulkins,  Hist,  of  Nor* 
wicb,  p.  102;  Davis,  Hist,  of  Wallingford,  p.  80;  Cothren,  Hist,  of  Ancient  Wood- 
bury, p.  40. 

*  There  were  twelve  divisions  in  Canaan,  eight  of  them  in  the  6rst  seven  years  after 
the  settlement  of  the  town.  In  Norfolk  there  were  eight  divisions,  in  New  Hartford 
five,  in  Kent  ten  and  New  Milford  fourteen,  most  of  them  at  short  intervals.  MS. 
Prop.  Rec  of  Canaan,  Norfolk  and  New  Hartford;  Atwater,  Hist,  of  Kent,  p.  17; 
Orcutt,  HisL  of  New  Milford,  p.  13. 

Nelson  P.  Mead. 

QoujusiA  UNrvBKsiry. 


MUNICIPAL  HOME  RULE « 

ANY  discussion  of  the  subject  of  municipal  home  rule  nat- 
urally divides  itself  into  three  somewhat  distinct  parts. 
In  the  first  place,  we  must  determine  what  we  mean  by 
the  word  municipal;  i.  e.^  we  must  ascertain  what  functions 
discharged  within  a  city  have  a  distinctly  local  and  municipal 
interest  In  the  second  place,  we  must  endeavor  to  determine 
what  we  mean  by  the  term  home  rule.  And  finally,  assuming 
that  the  establishment  of  home  rule  is  advantageous,  we  must 
find  out  in  what  way  we  can  secure  the  desired  end. 

First,  then,  what  are  the  functions  which  are  of  distinctly 
local  and  municipal  interest?  We  may  by  no  means  assume 
that  all  of  the  governmental  functions  which  are  discharged 
within  the  limits  of  a  municipality  are  of  exclusively  local  con- 
cern. Thus,  there  is  in  every  municipality  a  post-office.  Such 
a  post-office,  however,  forms  a  portion  of  a  greater  system 
which  extends  throughout  the  entire  country,  and  the  functions 
which  are  discharged  within  such  a  post-office  are  merely  a  part 
of  the  work  done  by  an  administrative  organization  whose 
activity  outruns  the  limits  of  aiiy  particular  section.  Thus, 
again,  in  many  cities  we  find  a  custom  house  at  which  vessels 
and  goods  coming  from  foreign  countries  are  entered  and  the 
duties  by  law  imposed  on  such  imported  goods  are  paid.  Like 
the  post-office,  however,  the  custom  house  forms  a  part  of  an 
administrative  organization  which  extends  over  all  the  territory 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  unnecessary  to  attempt  an  enumera- 
tion of  all  the  functions  of  government,  discharged  within  a 
given  municipality,  which  are  of  this  character.  The  illustra- 
tions given  suffice  to  show  that  there  is  a  class  of  functions  dis- 
charged in  every  city  which  are  of  general  interest,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  which,  under  modern  conditions,  the  city  authori- 
ties as  such  have  little  if  anything  to  do. 

*  Address  delivered  before  Uie  Qvic  Conference  at  Portland,  Oregon,  August  iS, 
1905. 
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At  the  same  time  it  is  well  to  remember  that  many  of  the 
functions  which  are  now  regarded  as  distinctly  belonging  in  the 
sphere  of  general  government  were  at  one  time  discharged  by 
the  cities  and,  in  the  conditions  of  the  time,  were  regarded  as 
of  peculiar,  if  not  exclusive,  interest  to  the  city  which  attended 
to  them.  Thus,  for  example,  during  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
centuries  European  cities  very  commonly  maintained  military 
forces  which  had  no  connection  with  the  forces  of  the  several 
countries  in  which  the  cities  were  geographically  located. 
Further,  it  was  necessary  for  the  city  to  pursue  such  a  policy  if 
it  paid  proper  attention  to  the  interests  of  its  own  inhabitants, 
because  the  very  existence  of  the  city  and  the  commercial  and 
industrial  welfare  of  its  people,  for  the  maintenance  of  which 
the  city  government  had  been  established,  were  almost  entirely 
dependent  upon  its  power  to  resist  the  attacks  of  its  enemies. 
Thus,  again,  the  collection  of  the  customs,  which  at  the  present 
time  is  under  the  control  of  our  central  government,  was  in  cer- 
tain of  the  North  American  colonies  numbered  among  the 
duties  of  the  town  officers. 

There  is  another  class  of  functions  discharged  within  the 
limits  of  the  city,  in  regard  to  which  the  city  authorities  are 
called  upon  to  act  but  which,  nevertheless,  are  not  purely  munic- 
ipal. These  functions  are  discharged  by  the  city  authorities 
rather  as  agents  of  the  general  government  of  the  state  than  as 
representatives  of  purely  local  interests.  Thus,  for  example,  it 
is  very  commonly  the  case  that  officers,  elected  directly  or  in- 
directly by  the  people  of  the  city,  discharge  functions  connected 
with  the  administration  of  justice.  The  determinations  which 
these  officers  make  in  the  decision  of  cases  brought  before  them 
are,  however,  in  many  cases,  appealable  to  higher  judicial  bodies 
which  are  regarded  as  representing  the  state  as  a  whole  rather 
than  the  city.  In  other  words,  municipal  judicial  authorities 
form  a  part  of  the  general  judicial  system  of  the  state. 

Here,  as  in  the  case  of  those  functions  which  have  been  re- 
ferred to  as  of  distinctly  state  interest,  the  cities  in  former  times 
occupied  a  much  more  independent  position  than  they  do  at 
present.  In  earlier  days  there  was  practically  no  general  state 
judicial  system,  just  as  there  was  no  general  state  law;  or  if 
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there  was  a  general  judicial  system  or  a  general  state  law,  the 
cities  were  excluded  from  that  system  and  from  the  operation 
of  that  law ;  and  the  judicial  authorities  which  a  city  established 
and  maintained  acted  independently  of  state  control,  elaborating 
a  law  which  was  binding  upon  its  citizens  alone,  and  which  was 
the  only  law  binding  upon  them  as  to  transactions  which  took 
place  within  the  city. 

As  a  result  of  the  struggle  between  the  cities  and  the  states 
within  which  they  were  situated,  which  was  particularly  char- 
acteristic of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  of 
European  history,  the  cities  were  reduced  to  a  position  of  com- 
plete subordination  to  the  governments  of  the  states  within 
which  they  were  situated.  One  of  the  causes  which  produced 
this  result  is  of  course  to  be  found  in  the  consolidation  and 
extension  of  the  royal  power.  Another  cause,  however,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  fact  that  economic  conditions  were  everywhere 
so  changed,  during  the  centuries  immediately  preceding  the 
nineteenth,  that  there  was  no  particular  advantage  to  be  derived 
by  the  city  from  the  maintenance  of  the  exclusive  position 
which  it  had  attained  prior  to  that  time.  Thus,  for  example, 
one  of  the  reasons  for  the  development  of  the  legal  exclusive- 
ness  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  existence  of  commercial  and  industrial  life,  which  was 
characteristic  of  all  cities  then  as  it  is  now,  made  necessary  the 
development  of  a  law  which  was  quite  different  from  the  law 
developed  in  the  open  country,  where  economic  conditions  were 
mainly  of  an  agricultural  character.  As  a  result  of  the  in- 
creased importance  of  industrial  and  commercial  life,  the  law 
developed  in  cities  became  in  many  instances  the  common  law 
of  the  state  in  which  the  city  was  situated.  The  judicial  pro- 
cedure which  was  adopted  in  the  cities  replaced  the  procedure 
by  means  of  oaths  and  ordeals  which  had  been  developed  for 
the  settlement  of  controversies  in  the  open  country  and  which 
was  perpetuated  in  the  feudal  courts;  and  the  law  merchant 
became  a  part  of  the  general  law.  When  this  development  was 
completed  the  cities  were  no  longer  obliged  to  insist  upon  the 
continued  and  permanent  exclusion  of  the  city  territory  from 
the  operation  of  the  general  law. 
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The  result,  then,  of  the  historical  development  of  Europe, 
particularly  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  was  to 
take  from  the  cities  the  right  to  discharge  the  functions  of 
government  whose  discharge  had  seemed  to  them  in  the  past  to 
be  of  the  greatest  importance ;  and  all  the  power  that  the  cities 
retained,  after  the  centralization  of  authority  in  the  state  govern- 
ment, was  the  right,  with  the  consent  of  the  state  government, 
to  act  as  its  agents  in  the  exercise  of  powers  which  the  state 
might,  with  due  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  its  own  integrity, 
delegate  to  city  authorities. 

At  the  present  time,  however,  there  are  other  functions  dis- 
charged within  the  limits  of  a  city  which  have  little  if  any  inter- 
est for  the  state  as  a  whole.  Thus,  intra-urban  transportation 
is  a  business  whose  influence  is  felt  only  within  the  limits  of  the 
city;  Thus,  again,  the  drainage  of  a  city  may  be  so  attended  to 
as  to  affect  in  hardly  a  perceptible  degree  those  portions  of  the 
state  lying  outside  of  the  city  limits.  Thus,  s^in,  the  proper 
housing  of  the  city  people,  which  in  congested  centers  of  popu- 
lation often  demands  attention,  is  a  matter  which  has  little  if  any 
interest  for  the  people  of  the  state  not  resident  in  the  city. 
During  the  course  of  the  nineteenth  century  these  and  kindred 
matters  became  of  increasing  importance  because  of  the  great 
increase  in  urban  populations  and  because  of  the  origination  and 
development  of  scientific  methods  of  treating  them. 

While  it  would  not  be  absolutely  correct  to  say  that  prior  to 
the  opening  of  the  nineteenth  century  these  matters  had  re- 
ceived no  attention  at  all,  we  should  certainly  be  within  the 
bounds  of  truth  were  we  to  say  that  such  treatment  as  they  did 
receive  was  absolutely  inadequate  and  was  accompanied  by  few 
if  any  beneficial  results.  It  is  really  because  of  the  increased 
importance  of  these  subjects,  due  to  the  causes  which  have 
been  mentioned,  that  a  municipal  problem  has  again  arisen. 
The  municipal  problem  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  had  been  practically  settled  in  favor  of  the 
state.  After  a  long  period  of  struggle,  it  had  been  decided  al- 
most everywhere  throughout  the  western  European  world  that 
it  was  inexpedient  that  there  should  be  anything  like  municipal 
home  rule.     Practically  all  the  functions  which  cities  had  claimed 
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the  right  to  discharge  had  been  assumed  by  the  state,  or,  if  still 
discharged  by  the  cities,  were  discharged  by  them  as  the  agents 
of  the  state  government  and  subject  to  state  control.  But  with 
the  development  both  in  number  and  importance  of  these  func- 
tions of  government  which  have  been  spoken  of  as  distinctly 
municipal,  a  new  municipal  problem  has  arisen.  The  question 
now  is :  Shall  these  new  functions  of  government,  which  are 
mainly  if  not  exclusively  of  local  interest,  be  attended  to  by 
the  municipal  authorities,  or  shall  they  be  attended  to  by  the 
authorities  of  the  state  government,  according  to  the  same  rules 
and  under  the  same  conditions  as  those  functions  which,  though 
formerly  municipal,  are  now  regarded  as  of  state  concern  ? 

The  differentiation  of  governmental  functions  which  I  have 
attempted  to  make  appears  to  be  necessary  if  we  are  to  obtain 
a  clear  idea  as  to  the  proper  content  of  municipal  home  rule. 
For  if  we  regard  municipal  home  rule  as  applicable  to  all  func- 
tions of  government  discharged  within  the  city  limits,  we  are 
acting  without  discrimination.  We  are  in  reality  attempting  to 
turn  back  the  hands  of  the  clock  of  time  and  to  apply  principles 
to  conditions  to  which  they  are  not  in  any  way  applicable. 

It  may  therefore  be  said  that,  conceding  that  municipal  home 
nile  is  in  any  case  desirable,  it  is  not  desirable  that  its  principles 
should  be  applied  rigidly  to  all  functions  of  government  dis- 
charged within  the  cities,  but  that,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the 
verdict  of  history,  its  principles  are  applicable  only  to  those 
functions  of  government  which,  as  a  result  of  the  development 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  are  to  be  regarded  as  distinctly  local 
and  municipal  in  character. 

We  may  go  a  step  further.  We  may  say  that  even  as  to 
certain  of  the  functions  of  government,  which  at  the  present 
time  may  appear  to  be  of  exclusively  local  and  municipal  inter- 
est, the  principles  of  home  rule  may  cease  to  be  applicable  on 
account  of  a  change  in  the  social  and  economic  conditions  of 
the  country.  Thus,  for  example,  during  most  of  the  nineteenth 
century  the  problem  of  municipal  water  supply  was  regarded  as 
a  problem  whose  solution  affected  only  the  city  which  was  to  be 
supplied  with  water.  On  account,  however,  of  the  great  increase 
in  the  size  and  number  of  urban  communities  in  some  of  the 
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States  of  this  country,  the  problem  of  municipal  water  supply 
has  ceased  to  be  a  problem  whose  solution  affects  merely  the 
cities  to  be  supplied  with  water,  and  has  become  a  problem 
whose  solution  affects  as  well  those  portions  of  the  state  from 
which  the  water  supply  is  to  be  derived.  At  the  present  time» 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  the  compe- 
tition between  the  various  urban  communities  for  the  sources  of 
water  supply  has  been  so  keen  that  the  state  has  been  obliged^ 
in  the  interest  not  only  of  the  urban  communities  concerned 
but  also  of  the  rural  districts  from  which  the  water  supply  is  to 
be  taken,  to  step  in  and  regulate  this  matter  itself.  This  it  has 
done  through  the  formation  of  a  metropolitan  water  commis- 
sion, as  it  is  called,  whose  members  are  appointed  by  the  state 
and  whose  expenses  are  paid  by  the  issue  of  state  bonds. 
Similar  conditions  are  appearing  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed increase  in  the  watter  supply  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

On  account  of  the  fact  that  functions  which  appear  now  to 
be  municipal  may  in  the  future  become  of  interest  to  the  state 
as  a  whole,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  state,  in  whose 
limits  the  cities  are  to  be  found,  shall  reserve  to  itself  the  power 
of  taking  into  its  own  administration,  or  subjecting  to  its  con- 
trol, any  function  of  city  government  whose  influence  has,  on 
account  of  the  change  in  social  conditions,  come  to  transcend 
the  limits  of  a  particular  city. 

What  functions  discharged  in  any  given  city  shall  be  regarded 
as  municipal  in  character  is  a  question  whose  answer  is  depend- 
ent upon  the  geographical  and  social  conditions  of  such  city 
and  of  the  state  in  which  it  is  situated.  Thus,  the  sewerage 
problem  of  a  city  like  New  York,  which  is  situated  on  tidal 
waters,  may  be  a  purely  municipal  problem,  while  the  sewerage 
problem  of  a  city  like  Chicago,  which  discharges  its  sewage 
into  interstate  waters,  is  a  problem  which  transcends  not  only 
the  limits  of  the  city  but  those  of  the  state  in  which  the  city  is 
located.  But,  notwithstanding  these  considerations,  there  are 
unquestionably  discharged  in  every  city  functions  which  are  of 
concern  to  that  city  alone  and  to  which  the  principles  of  muni- 
cipal home  rule  may  with  propriety  be  applied. 

What,  now,  do  we  mean  by  the  term  home  rule?     In  a  geo- 
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era!  way  it  may  be  said  that  this  term  has  had  two  meanings. 
One  of  these  meanings  has  been  characteristic  of  the  institutions 
of  England  and  the  United  States.  The  other  has  been  char- 
acteristic of  the  institutions  of  continental  Europe. 

In  accordance  with  Anglo-American  ideas,  local  self-govern- 
ment, which  of  course  is  another  term  for  home  rule,  has  con- 
sisted in  the  privilege  of  given  localities  to  choose  the  officers 
who  were  to  discharge  governmental  functions  within  their 
limits.  Local  self-government,  according  to  Anglo-American 
ideas,  has  not,  or  has  only  very  recently,  involved  the  additional 
power  of  determining  the  policy  to  be  adopted  by  the  specific 
localities  affected.  Local  self-government  of  the  Anglo-Ameri- 
can type  has  been  developed  in  connection  with  the  extreme 
centralization  in  all  matters  of  legislation  which  has  been  char- 
acteristic of  English  public  law  and  still  obtains  in  the  countries 
whose  public  law  is  based  on  that  of  England.  So  far  as  the 
local  bodies  were  concerned,  the  principle  found  its  expression 
in  the  rule  of  law  which  requires  a  local  authority  to  show  some 
legislative  authorization  in  order  to  justify  the  exercise  of  a 
power  of  government.  The  application  of  this  rule  has  had  for 
its  result  that  the  city  in  the  United  States  has  been  unable  to 
determine  for  itself  the  sphere  of  its  activity  even  as  to  those 
matters  which  concerned  it  exclusively.  Thus,  under  the 
Anglo-American  system,  the  city  has  not  been  able  to  regulate 
its  system  of  public  lighting  unless  it  has  been  authorized  so  to 
do  by  the  legislature,  and  in  many  instances  the  legislature  has 
not  given  it  the  necessary  power  even  where  the  city  has  made 
application  to  the  legislature  for  such  power. 

The  enormous  amount  of  special  legislation,  which  the  appli- 
cation of  this  principle  necessarily  entailed,  brought  with  it  a 
reaction.  About  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  various 
attempts  were  made  by  the  people  of  the  states  of  the  American 
union  to  limit  the  power  of  the  state  legislatures  in  passing  spe- 
cial legislation  applicable  particularly  to  municipalities.  At- 
tempts were  also  made  to  withdraw  completely  from  the  legis- 
lative competence  certain  matters  which  were  regarded  at  the 
time  as  of  exclusively  local  concern.  The  success  which  at- 
tended this  effort  on  the  part  of  the  people  cannot  here  be  stated 
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in  detail.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  anticipations  of  those 
who  believed  that,  through  the  constitutional  limitations  which 
were  adopted,  the  powers  of  the  legislatures  would  be  dimin- 
ished, were  not  realized.  The  courts,  largely  through  the  re- 
cognition of  the  device  of  classification,  have,  since  the  adoption 
of  these  constitutional  provisions,  permitted  a  great  deal  of  leg- 
islation which  was  really  special  in  character. 

Later  on  the  attempt  was  made,  beginning  particularly  with 
the  Missouri  constitution  of  1875,  ^^  grant  to  the  people  of  spe- 
cific cities,  or  of  all  the  cities  of  a  certain  size  within  the  state, 
the  right  to  draw  up  their  own  charters  of  local  government, 
which,  after  being  adopted,  should  not  be  susceptible  of  amend- 
ment by  the  state  legislature.  This  method  of  securing  to  the 
people  of  a  locality  the  right,  not  merely  to  choose  their  own  offi- 
cers but  to  determine  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  the  city,  has  been 
measurably  successful.  It  has  not  had  as  wide-reaching  effects 
as  were  expected,  because  the  courts  at  once  began  to  differen- 
tiate a  field  of  municipal  government,  to  which  the  principles  of 
home  rule  should  be  applied,  from  a  field  of  state  government 
in  which  the  legislature  of  the  state  should  still  be  permitted 
wide  freedom  of  action. 

This  method  has  been,  however,  the  most  successful  American 
attempt  to  solve  the  problem  of  municipal  home  rule ;  but  the 
result  of  this  attempt  has  been  merely  to  secure  to  the  people 
of  the  cities  the  power  to  regulate,  free  from  state  interference, 
matters  which  may  be  classed  under  the  general  head  of  local 
improvements,  and  to  fix  in  its  details  the  municipal  organiza- 
tion necessary  to  carry  on  in  this  field  the  undertakings  which 
may  be  determined  upon  by  the  municipal  authorities.  Over 
all  other  portions  of  what  we  are  accustomed  to  regard  as  munic- 
ipal government,  the  legislative  control,  from  whose  exercise 
very  many  evil  results  have  flowed,  still  remains  nearly  as  com- 
plete as  before  the  adoption  of  these  constitutional  provisions. 

A  different  conception  of  local  self-government  has  been  de- 
veloped in  continental  Europe.  While  the  Anglo-American 
conception  laid  emphasis  originally  upon  the  power  of  the  local 
areas  to  select  the  officers  discharging  govermental  functions 
within  their  limits,  the  continental  European  conception  laid 
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emphasis  upon  the  power  of  some  local  legislative  body,  repre- 
sentative of  the  municipality  over  which  it  had  jurisdiction,  to 
determine  the  local  policy  which  was  to  be  adopted  and  to  put 
it  into  local  execution.     The  principle  at  the  bottom  of  the  con- 
tinental European  form  of  municipal  home  rule  finds  expression 
in  the  rule  of  law  that  the  municipal  corporation  is  not  an  au- 
thority of  enumerated  powers  but  rather  one  of  general  powers, 
and  that,  in  order  to  show  the  authorization  to  exercise  a  specific 
power,  all  that  the  municipal  corporation  shall  be  obliged  to  do 
is  to  prove  that  it  has  not  been  forbidden  to  act  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state,  either  directly,  or  indirectly  through  the  grant 
of  the  power  to  some  other  authority.     The  result  of  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  rule  of  law  as  to  municipal  powers  is  a  presump- 
tion in  favor  of  the  right  of  a  municipal  corporation  to  take 
action.     This  presumption  does  away  for  the  most  part  with  the 
need  of  special  legislation  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  in  which 
the  corporation  is  situated.     As  a  result  of  it  the  city  may,  when 
not  forbidden  by  the  state  government,  determine  the  sphere  of 
its  activity  and  may,  when  not  subjected  to  the  control  of  the 
state  government,  reach  its  determinations  independently  of  the 
influence  of  any  authority  in  the  state  government. 

If  no  further  step  had  been  taken  this  method  of  solving  the 
problems  of  municipal  home  rule  would  have  seriously  imperiled 
the  unity  of  the  state  government ;  for,  while  it  paid  due  regard 
to  the  local  interests  of  the  municipalities,  it  paid  practically  no 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  state  government  as  a  whole.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  however,  a  further  step  has  been  taken.  The 
legislative  decentralization,  which  is  characteristic  of  this  method 
of  solving  the  question,  is  accompanied  by  an  administrative 
centralization.  In  accordance  with  the  principles  of  this  ad- 
ministrative centralization,  the  actions  of  municipal  corporations, 
whether  these  actions  are  regarded  as  affecting  the  interests  of 
the  state  as  a  whole  or  as  affecting  merely  the  interests  of 
the  municipality,  are  subjected  to  an  administrative  control  on 
the  part  of  the  state.  By  means  of  the  exercise  of  this  control, 
it  is  possible  for  the  central  government  of  the  state  to  prevent 
the  municipality  from  taking  action  which  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  general  policy  of  the  state  government,  or  which,  in 
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the  opinion  of  the  state  government,  would  be  inexpedient  for 
the  municipality  itself. 

Let  me  make  this  point  clear  by  a  concrete  illustration,  which 
will  perhaps  be  more  forcible  if  it  involves  a  comparison  of 
European  with  American  conditions. 

By  the  American  law  no  municipal  corporation  is  recognized 
as  possessing  the  power  of  issuing  negotiable  bonds  without 
express  or  implied  authorization  of  the  state  government.  As 
a  general  thing  the  authorities  of  the  state  government  have 
not  granted  to  municipal  corporations  any  general  power  of 
issuing  such  bonds.  The  legislature  has  either  confined  the 
municipality  in  the  exercise  of  its  borrowing  powers  to  specific 
purposes,  or  has  fixed  a  limit  which  the  total  amount  of  bonds 
issued  by  the  city  may  not  exceed.  If  a  city  desires  to  issue 
bonds  for  a  purpose  which  has  not  been  authorized,  or  in 
amounts  in  excess  of  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  legislature,  it 
is  necessary  for  such  city  to  obtain  legislative  authority  in  order 
that  its  action  in  issuing  bonds  shall  be  regarded  as  legally 
valid.  The  control  which  the  state  legislature  thus  exercises 
over  municipal  corporations  is  much  more  extensive  than  at  first 
sight  appears ;  for,  in  the  conditions  of  modem  life,  cities  are 
unable  to  undertake  many  of  the  enterprises  which  it  is  neces- 
sary that  they  shall  undertake  without  exercising  the  borrowing 
power.  In  determining  whether  it  shall  give  the  city  the  desired 
authorization,  the  legislature  may  of  course  be  governed  by  its 
view  of  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  undertaking  considered 
apart  from  the  financial  side  of  the  question.  Thus,  it  may 
refuse  its  consent  to  an  issue  of  bonds  for  a  municipal  electric 
light  plant  because  it  believes  that  electric  lighting  is  not  a 
proper  function  of  city  government.  Such  is  the  method 
which  has  been  adopted  in  the  Anglo-American  law  for  pre- 
venting the  city  from  exceeding  its  power  or  taking  unwise 
action. 

In  continental  Europe,  on  the  contrary,  in  accordance  with 
the  principle  of  law  governing  the  relations  of  municipal  corpo- 
rations, a  municipality  has  generally  the  power  to  enter  upon 
such  undertakings  as  electric  lighting  without  obtaining  the  spe- 
cial permission  of  the  state  government.     It  has  also  the  gen- 
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end  power  to  borrow  money  and  issue  negotiable  securities. 
The  law  regulating  municipal  corporations  provides,  however, 
that  this  power,  whose  exercise  by  the  city  is  recognized  as 
perfectly  proper,  shall  not  be  exercised  in  specific  cases  or 
beyond  specified  amounts  except  with  the  approval  of  the  cen- 
tral administrative  officers  of  the  state  government.  Under 
such  conditions  the  state  government  may  indeed  refuse  its 
consent  to  a  proposed  loan  for  a  particular  purpose  because  it 
disapproves  of  this  purpose,  but  it  may  not  prevent  the  city 
from  acting  as  it  wishes  if  the  proposed  enterprise  does  not 
involve  the  exercise  of  the  borrowing  power.  The  state  control 
over  cities  on  the  continent  is,  as  compared  with  the  state  con- 
trol in  the  United  States,  administrative  rather  than  legislative 
in  character,  and  it  aims  to  prevent  municipal  extravagance 
rather  than  substitute  the  state  judgment  for  the  municipal 
judgment  as  to  what  it  is  expedient  for  the  city  to  do. 

If  we  compare  these  two  systems  of  securing  municipal  home 
rule,  particularly  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  interests  of  the 
cities,  it  can  hardly  be  questioned  that  the  continental  European 
system  has  one  great  advantage :  it  encourages  the  municipal 
corporations  to  enter  fields  of  activity  which,  under  the  Anglo- 
American  system,  it  is  difficult  if  not  impossible  for  them  to 
enter.  A  comparison  of  municipal  government  in  this  country 
and  in  continental  Europe  will  reveal  the  fact  that  the  sphere 
of  activity  of  European  municipalities  is  much  larger  than  that 
of  American.  Much  more  is  left  in  this  country  to  private  cor- 
porations and  private  individuals  than  in  Europe.  Of  course  it 
would  be  improper  to  say  that  the  greater  extent  of  European 
municipal  activity  is  due  entirely  to  the  methods  which  have 
been  devised  for  regulating  the  competence  of  municipal  cor- 
porations. The  great  extent  of  European  municipal  activity  is 
in  large  part  due  to  the  different  ideas  which  prevail  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  as  to  the  propriety  of  governmental  action 
in  general.  It  cannot,  however,  be  doubted  that  the  methods 
adopted  for  permitting  municipal  bodies  to  determine  their  own 
sphere  of  activity  has  had  an  important  influence  upon  the  solu- 
tion of  the  question.  Take,  for  example,  the  present  position 
of  the  city  of  Chicago.     As  is  well  known,  the  people  of  that 
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city  have  affirmed  by  a  large  vote  the  expediency  of  the  munic- 
ipal ownership  and  operation  of  the  street  railway  system.  They 
are,  however,  almost  as  far  from  the  realization  of  their  purpose 
as  they  were  before  this  vote  was  cast,  because  of  the  extremely 
narrow  financial  resources  of  the  city.  In  this  instance  the 
narrowness  of  the  financial  resources  of  the  city  is  due  not 
altogether,  if  at  all,  to  the  attitude  of  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Illinois,  but  rather  to  the  attitude  of  the  people  of  the  state 
as  exhibited  in  the  state  constitution,  which  seriously  limits  the 
debt-incurring  capacity  of  the  city  as  well  as  its  tax-levying 
power. 

The  continental  method  of  assuring  to  cities  a  reasonable 
home  rule  is  to  be  preferred,  not  only  because  it  would  appear 
to  afford  them  greater  freedom  of  action,  but  also  because  the 
control  over  those  functions  of  government  attended  to  by  city 
authorities  which  is  exercised  by  the  state  is,  under  the  conti* 
nental  method,  less  liable  to  be  influenced  by  partisan  political 
considerations.  This  is  so  because  the  legislature,  which  under 
the  American  system  exercises  the  state  control  over  cities,  is, 
and  must  of  necessity  be,  the  most  distinctly  political  body  in 
the  state.  It  is  in  the  legislature  that  questions  of  state  policy 
must  be  determined.  In  the  elections  to  the  state  legislature, 
party  influences  must  be  controlling.  It  is  almost  futile  to  ex- 
pect that  a  body  whose  members  are  selected  as  a  result  of  a 
distinctly  political  struggle  and  whose  functions  are  so  exclu- 
sively political  in  character,  shall,  when  it  comes  to  exercise  its 
control  over  cities,  cease  to  be  governed  by  partisan  political 
consideration^.  That  a  large  portion  of  the  legislation  of  the 
American  commonwealths  with  regard  to  city  affairs  has  been 
and  is  actuated  by  such  considerations  is  a  fact  so  well  known 
that  neither  evidence  nor  illustration  is  needed ;  it  is  a  fact  of 
which  public  opinion  takes  judicial  notice. 

While  of  course  it  would  be  futile  to  expect  that,  under  the 
conditions  which  exist  in  American  political  life,  a  control  ex- 
ercised over  the  cities  by  the  central  administrative  officers  of 
the  state  would  be  absolutely  uninfluenced  by  partisan  political 
considerations,  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  administrative  officers 
of  the  state  government  are  less  liable  to  be  governed  by  such 
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considerations  than  is  the  legislature.  Acknowledgment  of 
this  fact  is  made  by  practically  every  one  who  has  endeavored 
to  obtain  a  reform  in  the  educational  and  charitable  administra- 
tion, where  that  reform  has  consisted  in  endeavoring  to  get 
these  branches  of  administration  out  of  politics.  In  almost  all 
cases  the  attempt  is  made  to  get  these  branches  of  administra- 
tion out  of  the  control  of  the  legislature  and  into  the  control  of 
state  administrative  officers.  If  we  may  judge  by  the  testimony 
of  those  who  have  been  influential  in  securing  such  reforms,  it 
it  safe  to  say  that  the  means  adopted  have  been  measurably 
successful  in  attaining  the  end  desired. 

The  results  of  our  examination  of  the  problem  may  be 
summed  up  by  saying  that  the  only  functions  of  government 
discharged  within  the  cities  to  which  the  principles  of  municipal 
home  rule  are  applicable  are  those  which,  at  a  given  time,  have 
an  interest  which  does  not  transcend  the  limits  of  the  city ;  that, 
in  a  broad  way,  such  matters  may  be  embraced  within  the  gen- 
eral term  municipal  improvements ;  that  the  proper  means  of 
securing  the  desired  home  rule  with  regard  to  such  matters  is 
to  recognize  that  the  municipality  is  an  authority  of  general 
powers,  subject,  however,  in  the  exercise  of  these  powers,  to 
state  control;  and  that  this  control  should  be  administrative 
rather  than  legislative. 

Such  a  complete  reversal  of  American  policy  as  the  adoption 
of  these  recommendations  would  involve  may  be  regarded  by 
many  as  something  in  the  nature  of  a  counsel  of  perfection,  and 
the  recommendations  themselves  may  be  looked  upon  as  pos- 
sessing such  an  academic  character  as  to  have  no  practical  im- 
portance. In  a  measure  such  a  criticism  would  be  true.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  well  to  remember  that  the  tendency  of  many, 
if  not  of  most,  of  the  constitutional  provisions  which  have  been 
adopted  in  the  hope  of  curbing  the  power  of  the  legislature  over 
cities  has  been  to  widen  more  and  more  the  powers  of  the  cities 
in  determining  the  policy  which  they  wish  to  pursue.  It  is  well 
to  remember,  further,  that  the  extremely  decentralized  character 
of  the  original  administrative  system  of  the  American  state  is 
gradually  disappearing.  In  matters  of  public  health,  of  educa- 
tion, of  charities  and  correction,  the  central  administration  of 
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the  states  is  receiving  more  and  more  power,  while  a  movement 
is  noticeable  towards  subjecting  the  accounting  operations  of 
cities  to  central  administrative  control.  It  is,  therefore,  true 
that  the  trend  of  American  administrative  development  is  in  the 
direction  of  adopting  the  continental  principle  to  which  atten- 
tion has  been  called.  While  it  may  be  foolish  to  expect  that 
all  the  steps  necessary  to  the  adoption  of  the  recommendations 
which  have  been  made  will  be  taken  in  the  immediate  future,  it 
is  not  extravagant  to  believe  that  in  the  more  distant  future  the 
changes  which  have  been  outlined  will  be  made.  In  the  mean- 
time it  would  be  well  for  those  who  believe  in  municipal  home 
rule  as  to  those  matters  to  which  it  is  applicable  to  bend  their 
efforts  towards  securing  a  further  diminution  of  the  powers  of 
the  American  state  legislatures.  The  most  successful  scheme, 
on  the  whole,  which  has  yet  been  devised  is  probably  that  to  be 
found  in  the  Missouri  constitution  of  1875,  which  has  already 
found  so  wide  an  acceptance  in  the  states  of  the  Pacific  coast. 

Frank  J.  Goodnow. 


HOW  ENGLISH  TOWNS  ARE  MANAGED* 

IT  is  now  common  knowledge  that  the  people  of  the  towns  of 
Great  Britain  enjoy  a  better  administration  of  their  public 
affairs  than  our  townsfolk  have  obtained.  For  illustration, 
let  us  take  an  ordinary  manufacturing  town  of  medium  size,  to 
which  a  traveler  would  ascribe  no  pretension  of  superiority  in 
any  respect.  To  strengthen  the  illustration,  it  shall  be  a  town 
as  nearly  as  may  be  like  Jersey  City  or  Newark,  New  Jersey,  in 
size  and  circumstances.     The   city*   of   Nottingham,  situated 

*  The  greater  part  of  this  article  was  delivered  as  an  address  before  the  board  of 
tride  of  Jersey  Qty  in  February,  1904.  The  information  respecting  the  city  of 
Nottingham  was  derived  from  a  short  visit  there  in  the  summer  of  1903.  For  much 
of  it  the  author  is  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  F.  I.  Fox,  assistant  accountant  of 
thst  dty.  The  statements  respecting  its  finances  are  taken  from  the  city's  official  ab- 
stract of  the  corporation  accounts  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1903.  The  pub- 
lished reports  and  accounts  for  1903  of  the  city's  school  board  and  board  of  guardians 
of  the  poor  and  water  department  were  also  examined.  The  pound  sterling  is 
reckoned  in  all  cases  at  five  dollars.  Mr.  Fox  has  had  the  kindness  to  read  the 
maniiscript  of  this  article,  including  these  notes,  and  the  statements  and  figures  re- 
specting Nottingham  have  been  made  to  agree  with  his  corrections. 

Among  the  books  consulted  in  the  preparation  of  the  address  were  the  following : 
M.  D.  Chalmers,  Local  Government  (London,  1883);  Edward  Jenks,  English  Local 
Government  (London,  1894);  W.  B.  Odgers,  Local  Government  (London,  1901), 
A  Century  of  Law  Reform  (London,  1901),  Report  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  1900  (London),  The  Municipal  Year  Book  (London,  1903);  M.  R.  Maltbie, 
English  Local  Government  (New  York,  1897);  Albert  Shaw,  Municipal  Government 
in  Great  Britain  (New  York,  1895),  Municipal  Affairs  (New  York,  1897-1901).  A 
graphic  account  of  the  working  of  an  English  town  government  is  given  by  Elsie 
Watson,  in  '*The  Municipal  Activity  of  an  English  City,"  Political  Scibncb 
Quarterly,  vol.  xvi,  pp.  262  et  seq,  ( 1901). 

The  figures  respecting  the  finances  of  Jersey  City  and  Newark  are  taken  from  the 
comptrollers'  reports  of  those  cities,  supplemented  by  explanations  from  Mr.  George 
R.  Hough,  comptroDer  of  Jersey  Qty,  and  Mr.  George  Forman,  auditor  of  Newark, 
in  personal  interviews. 

*  AH  the  incorporated  towns  of  England  are  called  '*  boroughs,"  and  it  is  of  these 
only  that  this  article  treats.  The  word  "  city  "  is  a  sort  of  honorary  title.  A  borough 
is  called  a  city  if  it  is  the  seat  of  a  bishop  and  has  a  cathedral,  or  if  the  title  of  city  has 
been  specially  conferred  upon  it.  That  is  all  that  distinguishes  a  city  from  any  other 
municipal  borough.  Very  little  that  is  said  in  this  article  applies  to  London.  The 
organisation  and  administration  of  that  metropolis  are  altogether  exceptional. 
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about  126  miles  north  and  west  of  London,  covers  a  territory 
of  about  seven  by  three  and  a  half  lineal  miles.  Jersey  City 
covers  about  six  and  a  half  by  three  and  three-quarters  miles  in 
extreme  length  and  width.  Like  our  two  cities,  Nottingham 
contains  much  land  cultivated  by  the  farmer  and  market  gar- 
dener. Like  them  it  is  also  a  manufacturing  town,  and  is  a 
centre  for  two  or  three  important  railways.  Its  population  in 
1901  was  239,752,  about  the  same  as  that  of  Newark  (246,070 
in  1900)  and  not  very  much  larger  than  that  of  Jersey  City 
(206,433  ^^  1900).  It  is  growing  rapidly;  the  increase  in  the 
last  decade  was  twelve  per  cent  and  since  1 870  over  1 70  per 
cent.  Moreover,  its  area  is  now  more  than  five  times  greater 
than  in  1870. 

It  is  not  a  beautiful  nor  even  a  pretty  town.  An  American 
visitor  is  rather  repelled  by  the  monotony  of  red  brick  build- 
ings, by  the  high  brick  walls  about  the  grounds  of  residences 
and,  in  the  town's  centre,  by  the  tangle  of  narrow,  winding 
streets.  That  part  bears  ear-marks  of  mediaeval  times ;  for  its 
history  begins  before  the  Conquest  and  its  first  charter  was 
granted  more  than  700  years  ago. 

What  have  the  people  of  Nottingham  done  in  these  rather 
unpromising  circumstances  to  make  their  town  a  desirable  place 
to  dwell  in?  They  have  paved  their  streets  well  and  evenly 
with  stone  or  with  macadam ;  they  use  no  cobblestones.  They 
have  also  clean  streets.  I  rode  about  the  city  for  some  hours, 
through  lines  of  shops,  of  stores,  of  fine  dwellings,  through  the 
slums  also,  taking  special  note,  and  I  saw  not  one  ill-paved  or 
dirty  street.  Litter  there  was  on  some  of  them ;  small  bits  of 
paper,  scattered  straws  and  the  like.  But  it  was  the  litter  of 
the  hour  or  of  the  day;  none  of  the  matted,  sodden  stuff,  the 
product  of  days  or  weeks  of  neglect,  with  which  we  are  familiar. 
The  street  cleaning  is  done  by  the  city  itself,  with  its  own  teams. 
Part  of  the  garbage  which  it  collects  from  streets  and  houses  is 
sold,  part  is  burned  in  destructors.  These  destructors  are 
owned  and  operated  by  the  city.  There  is  a  system  of  sewers, 
of  course,  and  the  river  Trent  skirts  the  town,  but  the  sewage 
does  not  go  into  the  river.  It  goes  to  a  sewage  farm  a  few 
miles  out  of  town,  where  it  is  disposed  of  by  downward  filtra- 
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tion  and  irrigation.     This  farm  is  owned  and  operated  by  the 
city.     It  contains  nearly  2,000  acres.     The  sale  of  its  products 
in  the  fiscal  year   1902-03   included  over  $35,000    for   live- 
stock; over  $12,500  for  butter  and  milk;  over  $7,000  for  other 
products.     The  revenue  so  derived  about  equaled  the  cost  of 
operating  the  farm.     The  interest  on  the  bonded  debt  incurred 
to  purchase  and  equip  the  farm,  and  some  other  charges,  were 
paid  from  the  rates.     In  England  all  local  taxes  are  called 
*•  rates." 

The  city  owns  and  operates  a  water-plant,  supplying  water  to 
the  people  at  a  total  cost  of  something  under  $500,000  a  year, 
including  interest  on  the  water  debt  and  charges  for  deprecia- 
tion and  sinking  fund.'     The  city  also  owns  and  operates  a  gas- 
plant,  supplying  gas  at  a  maximum  charge  of  60  cents  per 
1,000  feet.     It  owns  and  operates  the  plant  which  supplies  the 
town  with  electrict  light  and  power.     It  owns  and  operates  an 
excellent  electric  street-railway  system.     The  fares  vary  from 
two  cents  to  eight  cents,  according  to  the  distance  traveled. 
The  average  fare,  I  think,  must  be   considerably  under  five 
cents,  but  no  transfers  are  allowed.     The  city  also  owns  and 
operates  the  markets.     It  owns,  maintains  and  leases  to  tenants 
a  block  containing  about  80  flat-houses,  called  "  artisans'  dwell- 
ings," built  by  it  for  the  use  of  laboring  people ;  and  also  tracts  of 
land  containing  about  370  small  houses,  which  it  rents  to  poor 
people  on  weekly  payments.     Much  of  the  land  on  which  these 
latter  houses  stand  the  city  has  owned  for  centuries. 

The  artisans'  dwellings  pay  only  the  cost  of  maintenance  and 
repairs;  interest  and  sinking-fund  charges  are  provided  from 

^Tbe  cost  of  the  water  department  for  the  year  ending  March  25,  1903.  was  be* 
tween  ninety  and  ninety-five  thousand  pounds  ($450,000  to  $475,000),  including  in- 
teiest  on  the  water  debt  and  sinking-fund  charges.  The  cost  of  Newark's  water 
department  (1902)  was  $828,787;  cf.  Comptroller's  Report,  p.  67.  That  of  Jersey 
Oty  (1902-03)  was  about  $945,000;  cf.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Street  and  Water 
Commissioners,  1903.  Nottingham  is  planning  a  new  water  supply,  which  will,  no 
doubt,  increase  the  annual  cost. 

The  water  rates  for  dwellings  are  upon  a  scale  based  on  the  annual  rental  value  of 
each  house.  A  house  without  bath  or  water  closet,  of  a  rental  value  of  ;^5o,  pays 
jf  2,  2s,  a  year.  A  bath  and  water  closet  cost  only  £\  extra.  For  business  purposes, 
water  b  generaUy  sold  by  meter. 
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the  rates.  The  other  properties,  that  is,  the  markets,  land  and 
houses  (except  artisans'  dwellings)  and  the  water,  gas,  electric 
and  tramway  plants,  are  so  managed  that,  after  paying  costs  of 
maintenance  and  repairs,  interest,  sinking-fund  charges  upon  the 
funded  debts  incurred  from  them  severally,  and  after  setting 
aside  reserve  (depreciation)  funds  for  all  of  them,  except 
markets  and  houses,  they  yielded  the  city,  in  the  fiscal  year, 
1902-03,  a  net  revenue  of  over  $300,000.' 

^  The  net  revenues  from  the  several  properties  of  the  city  contributed  in  relief  of 
rates  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1903,  as  shown  in  the  Abstract  of  Accounts  are: 

Markets  and  fairs  [p.  l8] ;f  5»l8l 

Land  and  Houses  : 

Chamber  estate  [p.  i6] ;^i2,6oi 

Bridge  estate  [p.  170]:  Receipts ;^9}902 

Payments,  interest  and  sinking  fund 7»298 

2,604 

Freeman  estate  [p.  176]:  Excess  of  expenditure  (including 
interest  and  sinking  fund  charges)  over  income:  deduct   •         4*537 

10,668 

Water  department  [p.  208] 5iOOO 

Gas  department  [p.  208] 24,516 

Electricity  department  ['^,20%^ 6,500 

Tramways  department  [p.  208] I2,000 

Contributed  to  city  in  relief  of  rates  ...*** ;f  63,865 

Of  the  city's  funded  debt,  about  ^£'70,800  is  charged  against  the  markets  and  fairs 
and  the  Chamber  estate  (p.  287);  but  interest  and  sinking  fund  charges  upon  that 
part  of  the  debt  do  not  appear  to  be  charged  against  the  income  from  those  proper- 
ties. Apparently  a  deduction  of  some  ;f  2,500  for  those  charges  should  be  made  from 
the  above  stated  net  revenues.  Interest  and  sinking  fund  charges  are  first  deducted 
from  each  of  the  other  accounts  above  mentioned  in  ascertaining  its  net  revenue. 
Also  deducted  are  reserve  (depreciation)  fund  charges  on  each  of  the  following 
accounts : 

The  electricity  department  shows  a  reserve  (depreciation)  fund  of  ;^ 1 5, 480,  against 
a  capital  expenditure  of  ;f374,478;  about  4  per  cent  (pp.  228-9). 

The  reserve  (depreciation)  fund  of  the  tramways  department  is  ;^20,i56,  against  a 
capital  expenditure  of  ;^534,386;  about  3.7  per  cent  (pp.  250-51). 

The  reserve  fund  of  the  water  department  is  ;£^i  7,442,  against  a  capital  expenditure 
of  ;^i, 007,881;  about  1.7  per  cent.  Cf,  Statement  of  Accounts  of  Water  Depart- 
ment, March  25,  1903,  p.  7.  I  have  not  seen  the  accounts  of  the  gas  department 
and  do  not  know  the  amount  of  its  reserve  fund. 

Although  the  Freeman  estate  account  showed  a  deficit  for  the  year  stated,  its  bal- 
ance sheet  showed  an  excess  of  income  over  expenditure  (presumably  for  the  whole 
period  the  accounts  have  been  kept)  of  £2^^^^, 
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The  city  has  also  a  good  system  of  public  education.  The 
English  system  differs  so  much  from  ours  that  space  cannot  be 
taken  here  to  describe  it.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  compulsory 
education  exists  and  is  enforced  for  all  children  within  the 
school  age,  which  ends  with  the  fourteenth  year-,  that  education 
is  practically  free  of  charge  in  the  primary  schools,  while  in  the 
higher  schools  the  charge  is  so  low  as  to  be  almost  nominal ; 
and  that,  in  effect,  the  whole  school  population  is  either  in  reg- 
ular attendance  or  absent  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  the  author- 
ities.* Under  the  English  system,  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  cost  of  the  city  educational  department  is  contributed  from 
the  national  treasury. 

The  city  also  owns  and  manages,  at  public  cost,  a  school  of 
art  and  design ;  a  school  for  technical  education ;  a  university 
college  at  which  students  may  qualify  themselves  to  pass  the 
examination  of  the  University  of  London  and  to  take  the  de- 
gree granted  by  the  latter ;  a  large  free  public  library ;  a  large 
museum  of  natural  history  and  a  noble  art  gallery.  All  of 
these  are  housed  in  spacious  public  buildings ;  and  the  collec- 
tions in  the  museum  and  art  gallery  are  large  enough  to  surprise 
an  American  unaccustomed  to  such  municipal  luxuries.  The 
art  and  technical  schools  and  the  university  college  collect  mod- 
erate fees,  and  they  receive  a  considerable  contribution  from  the 
national  treasury ;  but  most  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  these  de- 
partments of  education  is  paid  from  the  revenues  which  the  city 
derives  from  the  profitable  undertakings  mentioned  above  and 
from  the  rates. 

The  city  also  maintains  two  lodging-houses,  the  income  from 

I  Tlie  Final  Report  of  the  School  Board,  September  29,  1903,  states  (p.  50),  **  that 
practically  all  the  children  in  the  city  of  school  age  are  either  actually  in  school  or  ex- 
cused  for  some  satisfactory  reasons.*'  The  same  report  shows  (p.  52)  that  the  ''num- 
ber of  children  on  roUs  of  public  elementary  schools  *'  is  44,689,  and  that  the  num- 
ber "in  average  attendance'*  is  38,695.  *•  Percentage  of  average  attendance  com- 
pared with  number  on  roll,  87.1."  These  figures  were  for  the  quarter  ending  Sep- 
tember, 1903.  The  population  at  that  time  was  243,191.  The  enrolled  pupils  were 
18.5  per  cent  and  the  average  attendance  16.3  per  cent,  of  population.  **No  fee  is 
charged  in  any  of  the  ordinary  council  schools,"  but  in  certain  specified  "  higher  ele- 
mentary mixed  schools"  the  fees  are  from  10^  to  51.  per  quarter.  Cf,  Scale  of 
Teachers'  Salaries,  tU,  (1903),  p.  17. 
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which  falls  a  trifle  (about  $170)  below  the  cost  of  maintenance; 
a  public  cemetery,  which  is  self-supporting ;  public  baths ;  an 
''epidemic"  hospital  and  a  lunatic  asylum. 

The  city's  public  parks  include  an  arboretum  of  some  sixteen 
or  seventeen  acres  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  filled  with  flowers* 
shrubs  and  trees ;  a  large  open  tract,  once  a  race-course,  now  a 
park,  not  yet  very  much  improved;  and  a  handsome  drive, 
lined  with  trees,  along  the  embankment  of  the  river  Trent  upon 
the  outskirts  of  the  town. 

There  are  also  the  usual  departments  of  police  and  of  fire. 

How  much  does  all  this  cost,  in  taxes?  and  how  does  that 
burden  compare  with  the  cost,  in  taxes,  of  local  government  in 
Jersey  City  and  Newark?  In  making  the  comparison,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  include  the  cost  to  the  cities  of  county  government,  be- 
cause, in  Nottingham,  that  item  cannot  be  separated.  For  the 
territory  within  that  city  is  a  county,  under  the  government  of 
the  city  authorities,  who  maintain  the  full  county  machinery  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  and  the  administration  of  justice — ^poor- 
house,  asylum,  hospital,  courthouse  and  jail.  In  the  compari- 
son, it  must  also  be  noted  that  each  of  the  three  cities  receives 
part  of  the  cost  of  its  local  government  from  state  taxes  collected 
by  the  state  throughout  its  territory.  Out  of  the  sum  so  col- 
lected, the  state  returns  to  each  city  a  part  which  is  desig^ned 
to  be  proportioned  to  the  amount  contributed  by  the  taxpayers 
to  the  state  tax,  or  to  the  property  within  that  city  taxed  for 
state  purposes,  or  which  is  repaid  on  some  other  principle  of 
distribution.  Familiar  instances  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey 
are  the  return  by  that  state  to  its  cities  of  part  of  the  tax  col- 
lected upon  railroad  property  and  upon  certain  franchises,  and 
the  distribution  by  the  state  to  the  cities  of  the  state  school  tax. 
From  the  comparison,  finally,  I  exclude  the  water-rates  in  the 
three  cities,  because  these  rates  are  rather  a  compensation  for 
goods  sold  than  a  tax,  and  because  in  each  city  the  water  supply 
is  self-sustaining.  Omitting  water-rates,  the  total  sum  taken  by 
taxation  from  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  and  from  the  taxpayers 
of  the  state  to  pay  the  cost  of  local  government,  was : 
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In  Newark  (fiscal  year,  1902)  $3,861,066 

In  Jersey  City  (fiscal  year,  1902-03)   .  3,292,317 

In  Nottinghani  (fiscal  year,  1902-03)  {£mza1^)  .  •   •    •      2,266,390 

In  each  case  these  figures  include,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  the 
total  cost  of  local  government,  1.  ^.,  the  cost  of  caring  for  the 
poor,  of  administering  justice  (except  some  judicial  salaries), 
of  public  education  and  of  all  other  departments  of  municipal 
affairs  which  are  maintained  by  taxes,  except  the  cost  of  the 
water  supply.  The  share  of  taxes  paid  by  Newark  for  county 
purposes,  exclusive  of  the  state  school  tax,  was  $687,992 ;  by 
Jersey  City,  $550,008. 

The  sums  contributed  by  the  state  from  state  taxes  to  Not- 
tingham and  to  Newark  were  nearly  equal ;  to  Jersey  City,  con- 
siderably more.     In  each  case  it  was : 

To  Newark $454,952 

To  Jersey  aty 675.753 

To  Nottingham  (;f96,684) 483,420 

In  each  case  is  included  the  sum  contributed  by  the  state  for 
educational  purposes.' 

*  Following  are  the  items  given  me  by  the  dty  auditor  of  Newark  and  the  comp- 
troller of  Jersey  Qty: 

Newark.    Qty  tax  levy,  including  poll  tax $2,718,122 

Coonty  tax  (exclusive  of  state  school  tax) 687,992 

Total  raised  within  dty  for  dty  and  county  purposes    ...  ...     $3,406,114 

Add  sum  received  from  state  treasury : 

From  state  railroad  tax $13,387 

From  state  franchise  tax 10,120 

From  state  school  tax 431.445 

454.95* 

$3,861,066 

JiisiY  Cmr.    Qty  tax  levy,  induding  poll  tax $2,066,556 

County  tax  (exdusive  of  state  school  tax) 550,008 

$2,616,564 
Add  sums  received  from  state  treasury : 

From  state  railroad  tax $375»ooo 

From  state  franchise  tax    .    .    .    .• 52,000 

From  state  school  tax 248,753 

675.753 

$3,292,317 
NormiGHAii.    The  figures  given  are  from  the  Abstract  of  Accounts,  from  the  Re- 
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But  how  much  must  the  townspeople  pay  in  local  taxes? 
Deducting  these  state  contributions,  the  cost  of  local  govern- 
ment, including  county  government,  paid  by  the  townsfolk  in 
local  taxes  is : 

In  Newark $3,406,114 

In  Jersey  aty 2,616,564 

In  Nottingham  (jf 356,594) 1,782,970 

The  people  of  Nottingham  thus  pay  in  local  taxes  for  local 
government,  including  county  government,  about  three-fifths  of 
the  amount  paid  by  the  people  of  Jersey  City,  and  about  one- 
half  of  the  amount  paid  by  the  people  of  Newark,  for  the  same 
purposes. 

In  making  these  comparisons  however,  some  caution  is  neces- 
sary. The  general  scale  of  wages  and  salaries  (except  high 
official  salaries)  is  much  lower  in  England  than  in  New  Jersey. 
There  are  differences  also  in  other  conditions.  For  instance, 
the  fire  department  of  Nottingham  is  a  small  affair  compared 
with  ours ;  which  may  be  accounted  for,  in  part,  by  the  absence 
of  wooden  buildings  there.  Practically  all  buildings  in  Not- 
tingham are  of  brick  or  stone,  and  roofs  are  generally  of  slate 
or  tile.  But  when  all  allowances  are  made,  it  is  pretty  certain 
that  the  taxpayer  of  Nottingham  gets  more  for  his  money  than 

port  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  1903,  and  from  the  Final  report  of  the  School 
Board,  1 903. 

The  general  district  rate,  i.  *.,  the  city  tax  levy  [p.  60]      ;f  225,480 

Rates  for  school  board  [p.  65] 65,000 

Rates  for  guardians  of  poor  [their  Report,  p.  15]     .        . 66,114 

Total  raised  by  local  rates  for  city  and  county £ZS^%S9^ 

Add  government  grants: 

For  guardians  of  poor  [p.  205] £^Z*9S^ 

For  technical  school,  school  of  art,  university  college  [pp. 

114,  116,  132,  150,  203] 11.944 

From  taxation  of  local  licenses,  probate   duties,  excise 

duties  (in  relief  of  local  rates) 22,500 

For  police  superannuation  fund i  ,429 

To  school  board  directly  [their  Report,  p.  58] 46,860 

Total  from  national  government        96,684 

;^453.27» 
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the  taxpayer  of  Newark  or  Jersey  City,  and  that  his  advantage 
is  due  to  better  organization  and  better  administration  of  munic- 
ipal government. 

The  distribution  of  the  burden  of  taxation  is  based  upon  a 
totally  different  principle  from  that  adopted  here.  Local  taxes 
or  rates  are  assessed  in  England  exclusively  upon  rentable  real 
estate  and  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  yearly  rents  which 
the  property  will  bring.  Personal  property  and  vacant  lands 
incapable  of  being  rented  are  not  assessed  for  local  taxes.  As 
the  whole  burden  of  local  taxation  falls  upon  rentable  prop- 
erties, the  taxes  upon  these  are  higher  than  here ;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  the  unhappy  owner  of  useless,  vacant  land  in  our 
cities,  if  he  could  transfer  it  to  Nottingham,  would  be  altogether 
relieved  from  local  taxation.  Agricultural  lands  are  assessed 
for  rates  at  one-fourth  their  rental  value.* 

What  are  the  debts  of  the  cities?"  The  sinking-funds  being 
deducted,  the  respective  debts  are : 

Newark  (January  I,  1903) $15,444,798 

Jersey  City  (December  31,  1902) 16,039,617 

Nottingham  (March  31.  1903)  (;f4»987.625) 24,938,125 

*The  local  rates  in  Nottingham  for  the  year  1902  were :  for  general  municipal  pur- 
poses, 4J  %d;  for  school  purposes,  \5  6d;  for  poor  relief,  is  'jd;  making  a  total  of 
seven  and  three-quarters  shillings  in  the  pound;  which  is  about  38  per  cent.  A  prop- 
erty assessed  at  a  rental  value  of  ;^  100  a  year  must  thus  pay  in  rates  about  ;f  38.  The 
assessors  usually  assess  at  somewhat  less  than  the  actual  rental  value.  This  difference 
between  actual  and  assessed  rental  values  varies  in  different  towns.  I  was  informed 
that  a  1 5  per  cent  deduction  from  actual  values  would  probably  leave  nearly  the 
average  of  the  assessed  values.  The  total  rateable  value  of  the  city  is  ;£'i, 010,000. 
This  is  the  assessors'  valuation  of  the  total  yearly  rentals  of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of 
local  taxation.  The  assessment  is  made  against  and  the  tax  is  collected  from  the 
occupier  of  the  property,  whether  owner  or  tenant.  As  tenants  must  pay  the  rates 
upon  the  property  they  occupy,  rents  are  much  lower  than  in  America.  The  land- 
owner, therefore,  pays  the  rates  (or  his  share  of  them)  indirectly.  The  rates  are  col- 
lected very  closely.  In  the  year  ending  March  31,  1903,  only  ;f5oo  is  set  down  as 
•*  irrecoverable,"  and  only  £SAS  ^  **  arrears  carried  to  next  year  *'  (pp.  60,  66). 

•  Newark.     Report  of  Comptroller  for  year  ending  Dec,  j/,  igo2. 

Total  funded  debt .  $"19,049,000 

Less  sinking  fund    ...  .    .  5,550,202 

Net  funded  debt,  including  water  and  market  debts  13)498,798 

Add  temporary  loans  [p.  4]  . 1,946,000 

$15,444,798 
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Though  the  total  net  debt  of  the  English  city  is  much  the 
largest,  yet  when  allowance  is  made  to  each  town  for  the  part 
of  its  debt  charged  against  self-sustaining  undertakings,  Not- 
tingham's debt  is  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  Jersey  City,  though 
larger  than  that  of  Newark.  For  each  city  carries  on  one  or 
more  profitable  or  self-sustaining  business  undertakings,  for 
which  a  stated  part  of  its  debt  is  incurred  and  which  pays  the 
interest  and  will  finally  pay  the  principal  of  the  part  of  the  debt 
charged  against  it. 

The  only  self-sustaining  business  undertaking  in  Jersey  City 
is  the  water  supply;  Newark  has  the  water  supply  and  the 
market ;  Nottingham  the  water  supply  and  the  several  profitable 
businesses  mentioned  above.     Deducting  the  part  of  the  net 

Deduct  water  debt  [p.  12] $9,847,000 

Less  sinking  fund i»879t8o3 

$7,967,197 

Deduct  debt  for  market $335>ooo 

Less  sinking  fund 147,610 

187.390 

8,154.587 

Net  debt  to  be  paid  by  taxation $7,290,211 

Jersey  Cmr.     Report  of  Comptroller  for  year  ending  December  /,  i<p2. 
Total  funded  debt,  including  $709,096,  "improvement  certificates  '*  and 

$1,244,588,  << temporary  loan'*  bonds  [p.  5] $20,064,393 

Less  sinking  fund  [p.  6] 4,024,776 

Net  debt,  including  water  debt ^  •$16,039,617 

Deduct  water  debt  [p.  31  ] .   .$5,155,000 

Less  sinking  fund 797»403 

4.3S7.S97 

Net  debt  to  be  paid  by  taxation $11 ,682,020 

As  part  of  the  assets  against  their  debts,  the  Comptrollers*  Reports  of  Newark  (p. 
4)  and  Jersey  City  (pp.  7,  43)  show  arrears  of  taxes  and  of  assessments  for  spedal 
public  improvements  (both  are  liens  on  lands),  as  follows: 

Newark.    Taxes $^55*334 

Assessments      1,627,704 

$2,283,038 

Jersey  City.    Taxes  (arrears  for  many  years) $4*487,335 

Assessments 2,268,800 

$6,756,135 
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debt  incurred  for  these  purposes,  the  remainder  which  must  be 
paid  by  taxation  is : 

In  Newark $7,290,211 

In  Jersey  Gty 11 ,682,020 

In  Nottinghain  (;f2,22i,2i8) 11,106,090 

To  sum  up  the  results,  it  appears  that  the  people  of  Notting- 
ham get  much  more  municipal  service  than  the  other  two  cities 
give  their  people,  and  that  the  cost  of  that  service,  in  taxation, 
\s  very  much  less.  Against  this  showing  we  must  allow  for 
certain  differences  in  economic  and  other  conditions.  In  re- 
spect of  the  amount  of  the  debts  which  must  be  paid  by  taxa- 
tion, that  of  Nottingham  is  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  Jersey 
City,  but  much  more  than  that  of  Newark ;  but  the  English  city 
has  very  much  more  to  show  for  its  debt  in  useful  but  non- 
revenue-producing  institutions. 

For  the  foDowing  figures  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Fox. 
Nottingham.     Abstract  of  Cotfaration  Accounts ^  March  j/,  /^j. 

Consolidated  3  per  cent  stock ;^3>749ti05 

Mortgage  k>ans 774,081 

Mortgage  bans,  gas  department 142,900 

Gas  debentures ;f  61,291 

Gas  annuities 344iS50 

406,141 

Water  annmties 350,862 

;f5.423,o89 

Less  net  sinking  fund 435>464 

Total  net  debt jf  4>987>625 

From  total  net  debt ;^4i987»625 

Deduct  portions  charged  against  self-sustaining  properties,  vi%,: 

Of  consolidated  stock ;f  1,867,186 

Less  corresponding  portion  of  sinking  fund   .    .         155*545 

;fi, 711,641 

Of  gas  loans,  debentures  and  annuities  ....     ;f  899,903 
Less  corresponding  portion  of  sinking  fund    .   .  7 1 1235 

828,668 

Of  mortgage  loans 226,098 

Net  amount  charged  to  self-sustaining  properties 2,766,407 

Amount  of  debt  to  be  paid  by  taxation jf  2,221,218 
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Who  manages  all  this  business  in  Nottingham  ?  The  organi- 
zation of  city  government  there  is  extremely  simple.  The  city 
council  manages  the  whole  of  it,  except  the  care  of  the  poor. 
The  latter  duty  is  charged  upon  a  board  called  the  "  guardians 
of  the  poor,"  who  are  elected  by  the  rate-payers  of  the  city. 
Prior  to  1904  there  was  also  a  separate  school  board  elected  by 
the  rate-payers;  but  that  board,  in  all  English  incorporated 
towns,  has  recently  been  abolished,  and  its  duties  have  been 
transferred  to  the  council.  The  councillors  are  elected  for 
three-year  terms  by  the  rate-payers,  male  and  female.  No  one 
may  vote  unless  he  or  she  pays  rates.  The  election  is  by  wards, 
each  of  the  16  wards  electing  three  councillors,  making  48  in 
all.  The  councillors,  sitting  in  council,  choose  sixteen  persons 
called  aldermen,  who  hold  office  for  six  years.  Aldermen  and 
councillors  have  precisely  the  same  powers  and  functions  in  the 
administration  of  the  city's  business.  They  sit  together  and 
act  as  one  body.  As  such,  they  are  called  the  town  council. 
They  choose  one  of  their  own  number  as  mayor.  (They  may 
choose  one  not  of  their  number,  but  they  never  do.)  He  pre- 
sides at  their  meetings  and  represents  the  town  on  public  occa- 
sions, but  he  has  no  important  administrative  powers  in  the  city's 
business  other  than  those  held  by  every  member  of  the  council. 
Every  department  of  city  affairs — police,  fire,  tramways,  water, 
gas  and  every  other — is  managed  by  a  committee  of  the  coun- 
cil. These  committees  are  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  their 
several  departments ;  but  their  acts  must  be  approved  by  the 
council.  At  the  head  of  each  department  the  council  places  an 
officer,  selected  by  the  appropriate  committee,  whose  exper- 
ience is  expected  to  qualify  him  for  that  special  work.  He  acts 
under  the  supervision  of  the  committee  for  that  department. 
All  appointments  to  office  are  made  by  the  council,  and  all 
salaries  are  fixed  by  it.  Very  few  of  the  offices  are  established 
by  law;  nearly  all  are  created,  as  well  as  filled,  by  the  council. 
In  every  case  (except,  of  course,  that  of  the  mayor  and  mem- 
bers of  council)  the  tenure  of  office  is  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
council;  but  custom  insures  the  continuance  of  the  officers  in 
their  places  as  long  as  they  give  satisfaction  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties.     The  same  rule  of  permanent  tenure,  subject  to 
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a  satisfactory  discharge  of  duty,  governs  the  employment  of  all 
inferior  employees.  Change  of  officers  or  of  employees  for 
partisan  reasons  does  not  occur.  The  business  of  the  city  is 
conducted  upon  the  same  principles  as  the  business  of  any  large 
private  corporation.  The  council  is  the  board  of  directors,  the 
rate-payers  are  the  stockholders. 

There  is  nothing  exceptional  in  the  case  of  Nottingham. 
Excepting  London,  every  one  of  the  three  hundred  and  more 
incorporated  towns  of  England  is  organized  under  the  same 
general  municipal  law,  with  the  same  form  of  government  and 
nearly  the  same  general  powers,  though  many  of  them  have  cer- 
tain special  powers  given  by  special  laws.  Moreover  the  form 
of  organization  and  the  character  of  the  general  powers  do  not 
depend  upon  the  number  of  inhabitants.  Chippenham,  with 
less  than  5000  people,  has  the  same  form  of  government  and 
much  the  same  general  powers  as  Manchester  and  Birmingham 
with  populations  of  over  half  a  million  each.  Pretty  much  all 
of  the  larger  towns  offer  to  their  people  advantages  and  public 
services  similar  to  those  found  in  Nottingham.  The  unincor- 
porated towns  have  a  somewhat  different  form  of  government, 
but  their  affairs  are  administered  upon  the  same  principles. 

If  you  read  what  is  written  in  England  about  municipal  gov- 
ernment, and  if  you  talk  with  the  people  there  upon  that  sub- 
ject, you  will  rarely  hear  complaints  of  instances  of  corruption, 
and  never  complaint  of  general  corruption  or  general  misman- 
agement. The  standard  of  public  administration  to  which  the 
people  are  accustomed  has  created  a  public  sentiment  which 
will  not  tolerate  either  corruption  or  mismanagement.  The  only 
complaints  that  I  heard  concerned  the  increasing  rates  and  the 
growth  of  municipal  debts.  There  is  not  space  here  to  consider 
the  policy  of  municipal  ownership  and  management  of  public 
service  undertakings.  It  is  a  policy  of  recent  origin  in  Eng- 
land, and  public  opinion  is  still  divided  respecting  it ;  but  there 
is  no  question  that  the  people  of  the  towns  generally  approve 
it  or  acquiesce  in  it,  for  it  is  fast  becoming  a  general  municipal 
policy  and  there  appears  to  be  no  organized  effort  to  check  it. 
That  very  fact  bears  strong  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the 
administration  of  town  affairs.     It  would  be  impossible  to  man- 
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age  these  great  business  enterprises  with  satisfaction  to  the  rate- 
payers unless  the  management  were  conducted  by  experienced 
men  of  special  qualifications,  following  a  continuous  policy  in 
developing  their  work.  These  conditions  of  success  are  possible 
because  there  is  a  high  civic  standard  among  the  people  and 
because  of  a  few  simple  principles  of  municipal  government 
which  they  apply,  namely : 

( 1 )  The  principle  of  selection  for  fitness  in  filling  offices,  and 
permanent  tenure  while  fitness  continues.  This  principle  insures 
two  things,  expert  knowledge  and  continuity  of  policy  in  plan- 
ning and  executing  great  municipal  enterprises,  and  a  motive 
for  every  officer  and  employee  to  give  undivided  attention  to 
the  duties  of  his  place  in  order  that  he  may  retain  it. 

(2)  The  principle  of  non-interference  by  the  legislature  in 
municipal  affairs.  Although  Parliament  still  enacts  from  time 
to  time  special  local  bills  to  confer  particular  powers  upon  cer- 
tain towns,  yet  that  practice  is  decreasing ;  and  in  contrast  with 
the  reckless  intermeddling  of  our  legislature  in  municipal  affairs, 
it  may  be  said  that  Parliament's  policy  in  this  regard  is  one  of 
non-interference.  It  never,  by  special  statute,  changes  the 
frame  of  town  government  in  any  respect,  nor  creates  nor 
abolishes  a  town  office,  nor  fixes  the  amount  of  a  municipal 
salary.  Such  local  municipal  acts  as  are  passed  are  generally 
designed  to  confer  some  enlargement  of  municipal  power  upon 
towns  which  petition  for  it.  But  the  powers  conferred  by  gen- 
eral law  upon  incorporated  towns  are  so  much  larger  than  those 
usually  enjoyed  by  cities  here  that  there  is  less  occasion  for  ap- 
plications for  special  powers.  The  principle  of  local  self- 
government,  of  local  self-responsibility,  is  carried  much  further 
in  England  than  here. 

(3)  The  principle  of  central  administrative  control.  We 
know,  to  our  great  cost,  altogether  too  much  of  central  legisla- 
tive control.  But  the  principle  of  central  administrative  control 
is  a  very  different  thing.  The  control  exercised  by  a  state 
board  of  taxation  over  local  taxing  authorities,  and  that  exer- 
cised by  a  state  department  of  education  over  local  educational 
authorities,  are  instances  with  which  we  are  familiar.  The 
principle  implies  general  laws  upon  the  given  subject  with  a 
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permanent  state  board  authorized  to  see  that  those  laws  are 
obeyed  by  the  local  authorities,  and  authorized  also  to  exert 
some  limited  measure  of  discretionary  control  over  their  acts. 
Such  a  board  naturally  adopts  a  policy.  It  is  guided  by  cer- 
tain principles  of  action.  It  must  give  public  hearings  before 
deciding  the  public  disputes  submitted  to  it.  It  acts  under  a 
sense  of  responsibility.  It  must  make  frequent  reports  and  ex- 
plain and  justify  its  official  doings.  State  control  of  this  kind 
is  as  far  removed  from  the  capricious  and  irresponsible  legisla- 
tive meddling  from  which  we  now  suffer  as  is  the  judicial  con- 
trol exercised  by  state  courts. 

The  English  have  a  Local  Government  Board  which  exercises 
this  administrative  control  over  all  the  municipalities  of  Great 
Britain.  The  president  of  it  is  a  member  of  the  cabinet.  The 
board  and  its  work  are  a  growth  of  over  half  a  century.  It  has 
become  a  great  state  department,  whose  duties  can  not  here  be 
recapitulated.  It  has  accumulated  and  published,  in  its  reports, 
an  enormous  mass  of  valuable  information  respecting  the  condi- 
tions of  municipalities.  It  is  consulted  by  and  is  constantly  ad- 
vising local  authorities.  Through  it  every  town  has  access  to 
the  experience  of  other  towns.  The  best  managed  may  become 
a  model  for  the  others.  All  local  bills  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment are  referred  to  this  board  for  examination  and  report. 
Through  its  auditors,  it  audits  the  accounts  of  smaller  municipali- 
ties (not  those  of  incorporated  towns)  and  may  disallow  illegal 
items.  If  a  town  desires  to  raise  a  loan  it  does  not  usually  ask 
for  a  special  law  to  authorize  it  (though  it  may  do  so)  but  ap- 
plies to  the  Local  Government  Board,  which,  after  a  public  hear- 
ing and,  if  necessary,  an  investigation  of  the  circumstances, 
grants  or  refuses  leave  for  reasons  stated.  Every  municipality, 
.including  incorporated  towns,  must  submit  its  annual  financial 
account  to  this  board.  The  board  has  large  investigating 
powers.  With  all  this,  however,  there  is  very  little  power  of 
interference  with  local  self-government  and  local  self-responsi- 
bility. The  initiative  is  with  the  people  and  their  local  officers^ 
and  there  is  hardly  any  check  upon  their  power  of  expenditure, 
except  in  the  incurring  of  debt. 

But  the  civic  conditions  which   I   have  described   and   the 
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healthy  public  sentiment  which  makes  them  possible  are  of 
recent  growth.  In  1830  the  conditions  of  English  towns  and 
town  government  were  far  worse  than  any  conditions  generally 
prevailing  in  our  cities  at  present.  Those  conditions  can  be 
understood  only  when  considered  in  the  light  of  English  history. 
Prior  to  the  American  Revolution  the  English  were  a  rural, 
agricultural  people.  In  1750  they  numbered  only  about  six  or 
six  and  a  half  millions.  Relatively  few  Englishmen  then  had 
seen  what  we  should  today  call  a  large  town,  for  there  was  prob- 
ably not  a  town  in  England,  except  London,  with  more  than 
50,000  inhabitants.  There  were  not  only  no  railroads  but  no 
macadamized  roads,  and  no  good  wagon  roads  at  all.  The  peo- 
ple staid  at  home  for  want  of  means  to  travel.  There  were  no 
canals,  there  was  no  steam  power,  there  were  no  factories  such 
as  we  should  now  call  by  that  name.  England's  colonies  were 
infants,  and  she  had  then  no  maritime  supremacy,  no  great  for- 
eign trade.  In  1770  that  trade  was  only  about  145  million 
dollars.  It  was  not  till  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years  of  the 
century  that  there  came  the  inventions  of  Arkwright  and 
Crompton  in  spinning  and  Watt's  invention  of  the  steam 
engine,  which  were  among  the  chief  agencies  that  created  a 
new  economic  world  on  this  planet  and  changed,  within  a  life-* 
time,  the  conditions  of  civilized  life  more  than  they  had  been 
changed  in  centuries  before.  These  led  the  way  directly  to  the 
factory  system,  to  the  steamship,  the  railroad :  to  Birmingham 
and  Liverpool :  to  the  British  empire  of  trade.  In  the  first  fifty 
years  of  that  century,  England's  exports  of  cotton  goods  dou- 
bled ;  in  the  last  twenty  years  of  it  they  increased  eightfold. 
During  those  last  twenty  or  thirty  years  a  great  system  of  turn- 
pikes and  canals  was  begun  and  partly  built,  and  internal  travel 
and  transportation  on  a  large  scale  became  possible.  During, 
the  first  thirty  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  **  industrial 
revolution"  in  England  became  an  accomplished  fact.  The 
English,  having  been  an  agricultural,  suddenly  became  a  manu- 
facturing people.  The  factory  system  arose  and  crowded  the 
population  into  towns.  There  was  no  local  governmental  ma- 
chinery capable  of  regulating  the  new  conditions,  and  for  a  long 
time   there  was   no   thought  of   adequate   regulation.     In    his 


No.  1]  THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  ENGUSH  TOWNS  107 

History  of  England^  in  which  most  of  the  above  mentioned 
circumstances  will  be  found  detailed,  Mr.  Lecky  says: 

The  sanitaiy  neglect,  the  demoralization,  the  sordid  poverty,  the  acute 
and  agonizing  want  prevaUing  among  great  sections  of  the  population  of 
our  manufacturing  towns  during  the  fifty  or  sixty  years  that  followed  the 
inventions  of  Arkwright  and  Crompton  can  hardly  be  exaggerated.  The 
transition  from  one  form  of  industry  to  another,  the  violent  fluctuations 
of  wagies  and  of  work,  the  sudden  dismption  of  old  ties  and  habits  and 
associations,  the  transfer  of  thousands  of  female  spinners  from  their 
country  homes  to  the  crowded  factory,  the  vast  masses  of  ignorance  and 
pauperism  that  were  attracted  to  the  towns  by  vague  prospects  of  em- 
pk)3anent,  have  all  led  to  a  misery  and  demoralization  of  an  extreme 
chaiacter.' 

The  foregoing  account  may  give  a  faint  notion  of  the 
economic  and  social  conditions  of  the  towns  in  1830.  The 
governmental  conditions  were  hardly  better.  The  era  of  great 
municipal  undertakings  was  not  then  thought  of.  In  America 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  were  country  towns  in  point  of 
government;  and  in  England  borough  government,  such  as  it 
was,  had  hardly  any  function  which  we  now  associate  with 
municipal  authority  other  than  the  management  of  the  corpora- 
tion's property  and  the  making  of  by-laws  concerning  the  con- 
duct of  the  townsfolk.  The  town  could  undertake  no  public 
works,  it  could  raise  no'  rates  or  taxes,  it  had  no  control  worth 
mentioning  over  police,  sanitation  or  education.  The  explana- 
tion of  these  conditions  is  found  in  the  history  of  the  towns. 
In  mediaeval  times  they  had  won,  gradually  and  after  centuries 
of  contest  with  the  crown,  the  right  of  choosing  their  own 
officers,  of  making  by-laws  and  of  acquiring  and  managing 
town  property  and  certain  charitable  funds.  But  in  the  course 
of  centuries  the  vigorous  civic  life  of  mediaeval  times  died  away. 
For  the  most  part  the  towns  became  close  corporations.  The 
governing  officers  either  held  office  for  life,  themselves  filling 
vacancies  in  their  own  number,  or  they  were  chosen  by  a  small 
body  of  electors,  many  of  whom  were  not  rate-payers.     These 

*  Lecky,  History  of  England  in  the  Eighteenth  Century,  vol.  vi,  c.  23,  p.  221.  Cf, 
«lio  MacauUy,  History  ol  England,  c.  3. 
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were  the  *'  freemen "  of  the  borough,  and  admittance  to  this 
class  conferred  the  **  freedom  of  the  town."  The  value  of  this 
freedom  consisted  in  local  privileges  and  in  the  parliamentary 
franchise.  The  electors  who  chose  town  officers,  or  the  officers 
whom  they  chose,  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
to  represent  the  borough.  Officers  and  electors  thus  became 
counters  in  the  game  of  national  politics.  In  the  general  cor- 
ruption prevailing  in  English  politics  for  generations  prior  to 
1830,  these  borough  electors  sank,  very  generally,  into  a  con- 
temptible class  whose  franchises  were  notoriously  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  politicians  and  owners  of  great  estates  who  knew 
how  to  bring  the  needed  influence  to  bear  upon  them.  To-day 
the  basic  principle  of  municipal  government  is  public  service ; 
in  1 830,  the  basic  principle  of  borough  government  in  England 
was  individual  privilege. 

I  copy  the  following  description  of  English  borough  govern- 
ment as  it  existed  early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  from  a  lec- 
ture delivered  in  Lx>ndon  in  1901  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Odgers,  an 
eminent  English  barrister  and  legal  author. 

There  were  284  boroughs  or  reputed  boroughs  in  England  and  Wales» 
But  in  at  least  32  of  them  municipal  institutions  were  extinct,  and  in 
most  of  the  others  municipal  life  was  dead.  The  great  mass  of  the 
townspeople  were  excluded  from  corporate  privileges  and  from  any 
share  in  the  government  of  the  town.  The  power  was  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  councillors  or  corporators,  who  were  for  the  most  part 
self-elected  and  who  held  office  for  life.  They  were  selected  on  politi- 
cal grounds ;  so  were  the  borough  officers ;  so  were  the  freemen.  The 
corporate  revenues  were  expended  and  the  local  charities  manipulated 
to  serve  political  ends.  Municipal  functions  were  almost  entirely 
neglected,  and  jobbery,  corruption,  and  oppression  were  almost  uni- 
versal. Everything  was  prostituted  to  maintain  the  political  ascendency 
of  a  party  or  the  political  influence  of  a  noble  family.  Never  again,  I 
trust,  will  any  of  our  local  institutions  sink  to  so  degraded  a  level.  In 
Plymouth,  where  the  population  was  75,000,  the  number  of  freemen 
was  only  437,  of  whom  145  were  non-resident,  rin  Ipswich,  less  than 
two  per  cent  of  the  inhabitants  enjoyed  corporate  privileges,  and  of  that 
two  per  cent  a  large  number  were  paupers.  In  Portsmouth,  with  a 
population  of  45 ,000,  the  number  of  freemen  was  only  102.     As  a  mle» 
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the  numbers  of  the  privileged  freemen  were  strictly  kept  down,  but 
political  exigencies  sometimes  created  an  exception.  Thus  at  Maldon, 
where  the  average  admission  of  freemen  was  seventeen  per  annum,  1000 
new  freemen  were  created  during  the  election  of  1826  for  purely  elec- 
tion purposes.  The  freemen  in  many  boroughs  enjoyed  exclusive  trad- 
ing privileges  and  were  exempt  from  borough  tolls  and  market  dues. 
In  Newcastle  his  exemption  from  these  tolls  made  a  difference  to  one 
merchant  of  ^^450  per  annum.  In  Liverpool  the  tolls  were  even 
heavier.  Corporate  funds  were  freely  spent  in  political  corruption. 
During  the  election  of  1826  the  corporation  of  Leicester  spent  ;^i 0,000, 
and  even  mortgaged  a  portion  of  their  property,  to  secure  the  return  of 
a  political  partisan.  When  not  required  for  electioneering  the  income 
of  the  corporate  property  was  frequently  expended  in  feasting.  The 
same  man  heki  several  corporation  offices  and  appointed  deputies  to 
perform  the  duties.  Members  of  the  corporation  entered  into  contracts 
with  the  corporation,  and  knds  belonging  to  the  corporation  were  let 
to  members  of  the  corporation  on  terms  very  favorable  to  the  members. 
Only  28  boroughs  published  any  accounts  of  their  expenditure.' 

In  these  conditions  the  work  of  municipal  reform  must  have 
seemed  far  more  discoursing  to  Englishmen,  in  1830,  than  the 
same  work  in  our  cities  can  now  appear  to  us.  But  within  the 
span  of  a  single  lifetime,  an  almost  incredible  transformation 
was  effected.  The  series  of  reforms  which  have  wrought  such 
a  marvelous  change  in  the  political  and  social  relations  of  the 
people,  began  in  1832,  with  the  Reform  Act.  A  commission 
was  appointed  soon  after  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the 
boroughs;  and  their  report  (from  which  most  of  the  facts 
stated  by  Mr.  Odgers  are  derived)  was  followed  in  1835  by  a 
general  municipal  corporations  act.  This  act  abolished  the  old 
municipal  abuses ;  gave  the  elective  franchise  to  all  inhabitant 
rate-payers;  vested  the  powers  of  borough  government  in 
mayor,  aldermen  and  council,  and  shortened  their  tenure  of 
office  to  a  few  years.  This  act,  amended  and  revised,  is  the  law 
under  which  all  the  incorporated  towns  of  England,  except 
London,  are  now  organized.  But  the  act  made  no  provision 
for  g^eat  public  works  nor  for  the  great  departments  of  muni- 
cipal government.     When  it  was  enacted,  these  steps  in  muni- 

*  W.  B.  Odgers,  A  Century  ol  Law  Reform  (London,  1901 ),  p.  257. 


I  lo  POUTICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY 

cipal  development  were  hardly  begun,  and  when  they  did  begin^ 
they  were  undertaken  under  special  acts  and  by  special  authori- 
ties, like  our  park  commissioners  and  other  special  boards  with 
which  we  are  familiar.  With  the  developing  needs  of  growing 
towns,  a  vast  number  of  special  local  authorities  arose  with 
special  local  powers  depending  upon  statutes  which  were  local, 
or  which  dealt  with  special  subjects,  such  as  highways,  cem- 
eteries, public  health  and  sanitation.  In  England,  as  well  as 
here,  there  has  been  an  era  of  local  government  by  special  laws. 
Gradually,  however,  English  municipal  legislation  tended  toward 
a  uniform  system ;  the  special  acts  were  from  time  to  time  con- 
solidated or  merged  into  general  laws ;  special  authorities  were 
merged  into  the  general  town  government ;  till  it  may  now  be 
said  that  in  municipal  boroughs  all  the  important  powers  of 
municipal  government,  except  the  care  of  the  poor,  are  vested 
in  one  political  organ,  namely,  the  town  council. 

Modern  English  town  government  dates  from  1835,  and  good 
municipal  administration  has  been  a  steady  growth  from  that 
date  to  this ;  the  whole  history  of  both  falling  within  an  ordi- 
nary lifetime.  The  development  of  great  public  works  is  a 
practice  no  older  there  than  here;  and  municipal  ownership 
and  operation  of  profitable  undertakings  have  now  only  just 
begun. 

Charles  H.  Hartshorne. 

Jersey  Crry,  N.  J. 


A  SOCIALIST  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE ' 

SOCIALIST  writers  have  made  varied  and  extensive  contributions  to 
the  literature  of  economics ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  their 
criticisms  and  suggestions  have  greatly  influenced  the  develop^ 
ment  of  economic  doctrine.'  In  the  field  of  history  Marx  and  his  fol- 
lowers imdoubtedly  have  helped  to  turn  the  attention  of  historians  from 
purely  political  and  diplomatic  affairs  to  the  more  permanent  and  funda-  • 
mental  forces  in  the  development  and  conflict  of  nations,  but  in  this 
sphere  the  socialists  have  not  been  so  productive.  Apart  from  some  dis- 
connected studies,  they  have  written  little  history.  The  reason  for  this 
is  not  hard  to  find.  The  immediate  purposes  of  party  propaganda  are 
apparently  not  served  by  lengthy  treatises  on  large  historical  themes ; 
and,  generally  speaking,  the  effective  demand  for  such  works  wouki  not 
justify  their  publication.  Nevertheless,  the  avowed  purpose  of  the 
Socialists  to  force  a  disintegration  of  the  intellectual  synthesis  upon 
whkh  the  defence  of  the  present  order  rests  will  compel  them ,  in  time , 
to  re-open  the  whole  question  of  historical  interpretation  and  construc- 
tion. The  first  attempt  of  this  sort — ^the  first  attempt  to  rewrite  history 
on  a  large  scale — is  made  by  Jaur^s  and  his  collaborators  in  their  history 
of  France  since  1789.  If  the  present  pkin  is  followed,  the  undertaking 
is  to  be  a  krge  one ;  for  five  stout  volumes,  four  by  Jaures  and  one  by 
Dcville,  bring  the  story  only  to  the  close  of  the  period  of  the  Directory  • 
According  to  the  introduction,  the  design  of  the  work  is  to  tell  the 
people ,  the  workmen  and  peasants  of  France ,  the  story  of  their  coun- 
try from  the  eve  of  the  Revolution  to  the  present  day,  but  with  a  propa- 
gandist and  moral  purpose.  The  underlying  philosophy  is  that  of  Marx 
and  Engels.  The  fundamental  force  in  history  is  economic,  but  the 
complex  phenomena  of  social  life,  as  the  authors  insist,  cannot  be  re- 

^  Histoire  Sodmliste,  1789- 1900.  G>Dstituante,  Legislative,  Convention  jusqu*  au 
9  Tbennidor,  par  Jean  Jauris;  Du  9Tbermidor  au  18  Bnimaire,  par  Gabriel  Deville. 
Paris,  Jules  Rouff  &  Cie.  Vols,  i  and  ii,  1316  pp.,  vols,  iii  and  iv,  1825  pp.,  vol.  v,. 
596  pp. 

'  Cf.  Marshall,  Principles  of  Economics,  p.  64. 
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duced  to  an  economic  formula.'  As  it  would  be  false  and  futile  to  deny 
the  relation  of  thought  and  emotion  to  the  economic  system  and  the 
precise  forms  of  production,  so  it  would  be  puerile  to  explain  summarily 
by  the  evolution  of  economic  relations  the  entire  movement  of  human 
thought  (vol.  i,  p.  7).  Moreover,  with  the  development  of  society, 
consciousness  will  play  an  increasing  part  in  the  shaping  of  institutions 
and  social  life  ;  and  in  time  man  will  rise  from  the  kingdom  of  necessity 
to  the  kingdom  of  freedom  (vol.  i,  p.  8).  History  must  recount  and 
explain  the  movements  of  the  past ;  but,  according  to  Jaur^s,  it  has  also 
a  moral  function  :  it  should  inspire  men  to  work  for  an  ideal ;  it  should 
keep  alive  the  memory  of  men  who  have  done  their  duty  as  they  saw  it 
and  without  fear  or  hypocrisy.'  For  these  reasons  the  volumes  are  ded- 
icated to  Marx,  Michelet  and  Plutarch. 

Thus  restricted,  the  economic  interpretation  of  history  will  doubtless 
be  accepted  by  most  scholars  who  avowedly  aim  at  objectivity,  though 
they  may  not  agree  that  the  historian  should  assume  the  duties  of  an 
ethical  teacher — ^for  when  he  undertakes  such  a  function  he  usually 
degenerates  into  a  partisan.  Many  schokirs  hold  with  the  late  Pro- 
fessor York  Powell  that  the  formation  and  expression  of  ethical  judg- 
ments do  not  fall  within  the  historian's  province.  Historians  will  differ, 
according  to  their  class  or  personal  prejudices,  in  their  distribution  of 
praise  or  bkme ;  and  the  inveterate  and  unwarranted  suspicion  which 
the  socialist  entertains  concerning  the  intellectual  honesty  and  moral 
probity  of  the  bourgeoisie  will  strip  the  socialist  Plutarch  of  almost 
all  modem  heroes. 

Jaures'  first  volume  opens  with  a  consideration  of  the  causes  of  the 
Revolution.  The  elections  and  the  cahierSy  the  revolutionary  days  from 
June  to  October,  the  organic  kiws,  the  civil  constitution  of  the  clergy 
and  the  nationalization  of  the  church  property,  the  federations  and  the 
flight  to  Varennes  are  the  subjects  of  ten  long  and  badly  buUt  chapters. 
In  the  review  of  the  causes  of  the  Revolution  there  is  little  that  is  not 

*  Jaurds,  vol.  i,  p.  7:  '*  La  complication  presque  infinie  de  la  vie  humaine  ne  se 
laisse  pas  r^dulre  bnitalement,  m^caniquement,  &  une  formule  ^conomique.*'  Simi- 
larly, Deville,  vol.  v,  p.  i :  "  Si  le  fond  ^conomique  sert  de  base  aux  ph^nomdnes 
politiques  comme  aux  autres  ph^nomines  sodaux,  il  n*  iraplique  pas  fatalement  la 
fonne  sous  laquelle  ces  ph^nomines  se  produisent." 

*  Jauris,  vol.  I,  p.  9:  "Nous  saluerons  toujours, avec  un  ^gal  respect,  les  h^ros de 
la  volont^,  et  nous  ^levant  audessus  des  mftl^es  sanglantes,  nous  gloriBerons  &  la  fois 
les  r^publicains  bourgeois  proscrits  en  1 851  par  le  coup  d' ^tat  triomphant  et  les 
admirables  combattants  prol^tariens  tomb^  en  juin  1848  .  .  .  L'histoire  ne  dispen- 
sera  jamais  les  hommes  de  vaillance  et  de  la  noblesse  individuelles.'* 
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in  accord  with  the  conclusions  of  non-socialist  scholars.  There  is  a 
full  account  of  the  great  variety  of  feudal  burdens  and  of  the  position  of 
the  king,  nobility  and  clergy  in  the  old  regime,  but  M.  Jaur^s  does 
not  regard  the  French  people  as  the  most  downtrodden  and  oppressed 
on  the  earth.  There  were  burdens  enough,  no  doubt,  but  at  the  same 
time  there  were  enough  small  holdings  and  enough  savings  hoarded  up 
in  spite  of  the  taxes,  to  encourage  the  peasants  to  hope  for  still  better 
things  (vol.  i,  p.  28) .  The  mediaeval  corporations  which  still  existed 
were  hindrances  to  free  industry,  but  it  is  very  easy  to  overestimate 
their  importance  (vol.  i,  p.  44) . 

For  reasons  of  space,  not  for  any  narrow  economic  reasons,  Jaur^ 
neglects  the  great  writers  of  the  eighteenth  century  (vol.  i,  p.  752). 
He  points  out  the  close  relation  between  freedom  of  thought  in  science 
and  philosophy  and  the  progress  of  industry.  "  The  immobility  of  the 
economic  life  of  the  middle  ages  was  connected  with  the  immobility  of 
its  opinions  (dt  sa  vie  dogmatiqut)  \  and  in  order  that  modem  produc- 
tion might  develop  all  its  energy,  destroy  all  routine  and  break  through 
all  barriers,  it  was  also  necessary  that  modem  thought  should  have  all 
its  freedcnn  "  (vol.  i,  p.  24).  Moreover  he  recognizes  the  profound 
personal  influence  which  the  publicists  exercised  on  the  makers  of 
revolutionary  history  (vol.  i,  p.  752). 

The  French  state  had  been  formed  by  monarchic  centralization; 
feudal  and  ecclesiastical  privileges  had  been  curtailed  in  the  interests  of 
the  monarchy,  but  these  privileges  still  weighed  upon  the  people ;  the 
bourgeoisie,  increasing  in  numbers  and  wealth,  arrived  at  a  conscious- 
ness of  class  interests  and  of  the  possibilities  of  development  which  the 
old  regime  hampered;  financial  difficulties  precipitated  a  crisis;  the 
reigning  monarch  was  incapable  of  foimding  a  bourgeois  state  or  meet- 
ing the  crisis ;  hence  a  political  and  social  cataclysm  which  left  elements 
of  disorder  and  discontent  upon  which  political  intrigues  could  operate. 
Such  in  brief  is  M.  Jaur^s'  thesis,  and  there  is  nothing  in  it  that  is  par- 
ticularly original  or  socialistic — it  is  a  scholarly  appreciation  of  the 
movement  of  historical  forces. 

These  general  conclusions  on  the  development  of  revolutionary  forces 
are  supported,  however,  by  a  detailed  analysis  of  economic  conditions 
and  a  minute  study  of  the  growth  of  capitalism,  especially  in  Lyons  and 
Bordeaux.  Jaur^  describes  and  even  names  the  leaders  and  organizers 
of  great  cobnial  and  manufecturing  enterprises,  declaring  that  this 
catalogue  is  an  enumeration  of  the  forces  which  were  to  make  the 
Revolution. 
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We  must  examine  even  to  the  detail  of  names,  the  growth  of  this  daring  and 
brilliant  bourgeoisie,  at  once  revolutionary  and  moderate,  in  whose  name 
Vergniaud  will  speak.  .  .  .  What  force,  and  what  sap !  How  evident  if 
appears  that  these  bold  bourgeois,  who  start  and  manage  great  affairs  all 
over  the  world,  will  soon  determine  to  conduct  on  their  own  account  the 
general  affairs  of  the  country.  How  we  feel  that  they  will  soon  tire  of  the 
insolent  guardianship  of  the  indolent  nobles,  of  the  parasitical  existence 
of  an  unfruitful  clergy,  of  the  wastefulness  of  the  court  and  the  arbitrary 
conduct  of  the  governmental  bureaus  [vol.  i,  pp.  52,  53]. 

Here  Jaur^  is  writing  history — ^not  a  drama  in  which  man  seems  to  act 
automatically  and  according  to  approved  philosophical  forms.  He  has 
his  hand  on  the  pulse  of  true  historical  forces. 

As  a  partial  evidence  that  the  bourgeoisie  understood  the  funda- 
mental nature  of  the  conflict  they  were  waging,  M.  Jaures  devotes 
many  pages  to  Bamave,  whose  Introduction  de  la  Revolution  franqaise 
displayed  a  remarkable  insight  into  the  economic  causes  of  the  struggle. 
Long  before  Marx,  Bamave  had  written :  "  As  soon  as  industry  and 
commerce  have  entered  into  the  life  of  a  nation  and  have  created  a  new 
source  of  wealth  for  the  support  of  the  working  class,  a  revolution  in 
political  institutions  begins.  A  new  distribution  of  wealth  produces  a 
new  distribution  of  power"  (cited  vol.  i,  p.  loi). 

With  a  correct  appreciation  of  the  part  played  by  Paris  in  the  Revo- 
lution, Jaures  has  made  a  careful  study  of  the  economic  development 
and  the  class  conditions  in  <<  the  capital  of  the  bourgeois  Revolu- 
tion, the  center  of  the  great  movement "  (vol.  i,  p.  108).  His  scrutiny 
fails  to  reveal  any  appreciable  solidarity  of  kbor  or  antagonism  to  the 
bourgeoisie  (vol.  i,  p.  136).  In  the  rural  districts,  however,  he  finds 
a  class  conflict  growing  out  of  a  clearly  discernible  clash  of  interests 
(vol.  i,  p.  220). 

In  accord  with  Champion,  our  author  protests  against  Taine  and  all 
the  ideologues  who  regard  the  Revolution  as  proceeding  from  abstract 
theories.  **  The  alleged  revolutionary  declamation  is  a  mere  phrase  :  a 
world  of  sufferings  and  of  abuses,  and  a  world  of  institutions  also,  is 
contained  and,  as  it  were,  heaped  up  in  each  of  these  cahiers**  (vol.  i, 
p.  1 5  5  ) .  It  was  not  the  extravagances  of  the  theorists  that  precipitated 
the  crisis.  Necker  was  not  a  statesman  and  could  not  meet  the  finan- 
cial situation ;  Mirabeau  failed  in  his  design  of  making  the  king  chief 
of  the  revolution  ;  the  reorganization  of  the  municipal  system  of  Paris, 
though  placing  the  bourgeoisie  in  power,  multiplied  points  of  contact 
between  the  government  and  a  people  inclined  towards  democracy ; 
vehemence  and  continuity  of  action  gave  power  to  the  most  zealous ; 
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the  Republic  was  thus  forced  upon  a  people  wholly  unprepared  for  it, 
and  the  revolutionary  disorder  was  precipitated. 

Although  conforming  to  the  views  of  most  students  of  the  Revolution, 
Jaur^'  treatment  of  the  Yimous  night  of  August  4  will  be  extremely 
iUuminating  to  those  who  fondly  suppose  that  this  was  the  occasion  of  a 
voluntary  surrender  of  privilege  and  sacrifice  of  property  on  grounds  of 
abstract  right.  The  cahiers  had  shown  an  almost  imiversal  demand  for 
fundamental  changes  in  seignorial  rights;  the  revolutionary  ferment 
throughout  the  country  made  the  situation  dangerous ;  and  it  is  evident 
that  the  Assembly  was  conscious  of  the  danger.  The  speeches  of 
Vicomte  de  NoaiUes  and  the  Due  d'  Aiguillon  were  evidently  prepared 
in  advance  ;  they  were  based  on  a  cool  calculation  of  the  situation ;  they 
were  intended  to  save  what  could  still  be  saved  by  the  minimum  of  con- 
cessions. What  the  nobles  surrendered  had  been  already  abolished  by 
the  peasant  uprisings,  and  all  the  really  important  feudal  privileges  were 
abrogated  only  on  condition  of  indemnity  to  the  last  penny  and  of  their 
continuation  until  payment.  This  was  a  condition  which  the  bour- 
geoisie could  accept  without  endangering  any  of  their  landed  rights. 
The  importance  of  the  August  night  must  not  be  underestimated,  how- 
ever ;  for  not  only  were  the  peasants  shortly  afterward  freed  from  heavy 
burdens,  but  they  ceased  to  live  under  the  shadow  of  seignorial  power 
and  began  to  develop  a  democratic  spirit.  The  process  by  which  the 
August  decree  was  carried  out  is  fully  described. 

In  his  long  chapter  on  the  formulation  of  the  organic  laws,  Jaur^s 
naturally  shows  greatest  interest  in  the  discussion  of  the  democratic 
measures,  though  all  the  laws  are  treated  in  detail.  Three  reasons  are 
assigned  for  the  restricted  suffrage  adopted  by  the  Constituent  Assembly. 
The  bourgeoisie,  without  having  a  distinct  class  fear,  felt  some  uneasi- 
ness about  admitting  the  mob  to  power ;  in  the  experience  of  Turgot  in 
the  Limousin  they  foimd  some  reason  to  suspect  that  the  poor  would 
lean  toward  the  nobles  and  clergy ;  and  finally,  since  the  philosophers 
had  prepared  the  revolution,  there  was  little  thought  of  associating  the 
ignorant  in  the  work. 

On  the  basis  of  a  detailed  statistical  study  of  the  distribution  of 
church  property,  the  social  results  of  the  nationalization  are  enumera- 
ted. A  large  number  of  people  were  committed  to  the  support  of  the 
Revolution  by  purchase  of  the  confiscated  property ;  the  reverence  for 
the  clergy  was  diminished ;  the  political  power  of  the  forces  of  the  old 
regime  was  imdermined  by  the  removal  of  the  economic  basis ;  rural 
democracy  was  reinforced  by  the  increase  of  independent  landholders ; 
conservatism  was  strengthened  by  the  approximation  of  the  interests  of 


Il6  POLITICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY  [Vol.  XXI 

the  small  holders  with  those  of  the  upper  classes ;  and  the  productivity 
of  the  soil  was  increased. 

To  give  color  of  equity  to  the  immense  expropriation,  the  Assembly 
had  to  assume  the  burden  of  supporting  the  church,  and  therefore  it 
became  involved  in  the  fundamental  problems  of  ecclesiastical  organiza- 
tion. In  view  of  the  present  ecclesiastical  situation  in  France,  Jaur^' 
views  are  interesting.  He  has  little  patience  with  the  partisans  who 
reproach  the  Assembly  for  not  settling  the  church  and  state  problem 
once  for  all  by  separation.  At  that  time  concrete  forces  did  not  exist 
to  support  such  action ;  by  centuries  of  inheritance  and  training  Catho- 
licism was  woven  into  the  very  fibre  of  French  popular  life  :  it  required 
the  violent  opposition  of  the  clergy  to  the  Revolution,  their  complicity 
with  the  enemies  of  liberty  and  the  crimes  of  the  Vend^  to  turn  the 
people  from  the  clergy  and  Christianity.  Jaur^s  even  defends  the  as- 
simiption  of  the  ecclesiastical  budget  by  the  state,  not  as  a  debt  created 
by  the  expropriation  but  as  a  historical  necessity  accompanying  the 
nationalization  (vol.  i,  p.  541). 

On  the  subject  of  the  war  with  Europe  Jaur^s  is  critical  and  illumi- 
nating. By  a  long  analysis  of  documents  he  arrives  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  conflict  was  largely  the  result  of  political  machinations.  He 
shows  clearly  that  the  declarations  of  the  powers  against  France  were 
neutralized  by  the  situations  in  which  they  were  placed  at  the  time, 
and,  what  is  more  important,  that  the  agitators  who  urged  the  war  were 
conscious  of  the  weakness  of  possible  combinations  of  the  powers.  The 
king  was  a  vacillating  traitor,  but  the  powers  were  hesitating  or  im- 
potent. The  Legislative  Assembly,  instead  of  carefully  watching  the 
king  and  conciliating  the  powers,  did  the  opposite.  Only  in  war  could 
the  revolutionary  energy  be  excited  and  maintained,  intrigues  exposed, 
the  king  put  to  the  test  and  forced  to  submit  to  the  Revolution  or  be 
overthrown  (vol.  ii,  pp.  796,  812,  815,  816).  Jaur^s  also  devotes 
considerable  attention  to  the  causes  of  the  war  between  France  and 
England.  He  maintains  that  this  war  could  have  been  avoided  if 
England  had  rendered  French  propaganda  innocuous  by  domestic  politi- 
cal reforms  and  if  France  had  renounced  revolutionary  propaganda  and 
had  given  England  assurance  that  her  interests  on  the  continent  and 
the  treaties  she  had  guaranteed  would  be  respected.  Here  it  seems 
that  our  author  has  partially  forgotten  his  economic  thesis  and  has 
fallen  into  the  habit  of  those  historians  who  imagine  that  history  can  be 
written  from  diplomatic  notes  and  parliamentary  speeches.  For  more 
than  one  himdred  years  France  and  England  had  been  engaged  in  a 
determined  struggle  for  colonial  and  commercial  dominion,  and  the 
forces  which  impelled  France  to  war  in  1778  were  not  inactive  in  1793. 
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While  Jaurfes'  views  of  politics  and  war  are  interesting,  they  are  per- 
haps less  useful  than  his  study  of  the  social  and  political  ideas  of  Europe 
in  their  relation  to  the  Revolution  (vol.  iii,  pp.  442-854).  He  finds 
several  reasons  why  Germany  was  relatively  impervious  to  the  revolu- 
tionary propaganda.  In  Germany  political  divisions  impeded  collective 
action ;  there  was  no  F^ris ;  there  was  no  rich  bourgeois  class  striving 
for  economic  and  political  power ;  the  intellectual  classes  were  concil- 
iated by  the  liberty  offered  at  petty  courts  and  the  patronage  bestowed 
by  petty  princes ;  the  political  intrigues  of  Prussia  and  Austria  consumed 
a  great  deal  of  energy ;  and  there  was  no  general  assembly  to  form  a 
centre  for  national  activity.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  intellectual  fer- 
ment in  Germany  and  there  was  much  interest  in  the  revolution ;  but 
the  Germans  were  mild  and  incoherent  theorists.  Wieland,  the  boldest 
and  clearest  of  them  all,  contented  himself  with  the  practical  program 
of  education  under  princely  patronage  (vol.  iii,  p.  489).  Pestalozzi 
had  a  true  passion  for  the  people,  but  he  did  not  lift  his  voice  against 
the  arbitrary  power  of  seignors  and  bailiffs  or  advocate  a  democratic 
organization  of  justice  or  popular  administration  of  the  commune  (vol. 
iii,  p.  500).  Under  its  mystical  forms  the  teaching  of  Lessing  was 
fundamentally  revolutionary ;  thrown  violently  into  the  world,  his  ideas 
would  have  revolutionized  philosophical  and  political  systems  \  but  Les- 
sing's  principles  had  no  immediate  force  because  his  grand  doctrine  was 
that  all  eternity  was  at  his  disposal.  Kant  extended  scientific  crit- 
icism to  political  institutions,  but  it  was  only  from  the  governments 
themselves  that  he  expected  reforms.     As  for  Goethe, 

In  the  soul  of  Faust  there  is  no  trace  of  the  great  emotion  for  revolution  and 
for  humanity.  When  the  old  and  weary  scholar  is  about  to  drink  the  cup 
of  death,  he  is  held  back  for  an  instant  by  the  pious  and  pure  song  of  the 
simple  souls  :  "  Christ  is  arisen.**  The  bells  that  chime  in  his  ears  ring  the 
song  of  the  past;  none  of  them  rings  the  song  of  the  future,  the  universal 
revolutionary  liberation  of  men  (vol.  iii,  p.  532). 

Jaur^  devotes  more  than  two  himdred  pages  to  a  study  of  English 
conditions.  His  comparison  of  Smith  and  the  physiocrats  is  striking 
and  valuable.  The  doctrines  of  the  latter  were  a  disconcerting  mixture 
of  progressive  and  retrograde  ideas ;  they  were  the  theories  of  a  people 
not  yet  sure  of  its  destiny,  a  people  which  did  not  know  how  to  reconcile 
with  its  traditional  agricultural  power  the  new  forces  of  production  and 
multiform  capitalism  which  were  rising  and  spreading  within  the  social 
structure.  On  the  other  hand  the  principles  of  Smith  responded  to  the 
conviction  of  a  people  ripe  for  the  factory  system  and  the  commercial 
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mastery  of  the  markets  of  the  world.  Smith  fully  recognized  the  im- 
portance of  agriculture  but  he  wished  it  to  be  an  aid,  not  a  hindrance, 
to  industry  (vol.  iii,p.  659).  After  comparing  the  English  and  French 
land  systems,  Jaur^  sums  up  in  a  remarkable  page  the  contrast  between 
the  economic,  social  and  political  conditions  in  the  two  countries 
(vol.  iii,  pp.  726,  727).  The  policy  of  Pitt  is  carefully  examined,  and 
that  great  statesman  is  characterized  as  whig  reformer,  but  enemy  of 
democracy,  and  par  excellence  defender  of  capitalism  and  commerce. 
There  are  sections  on  the  radicals  in  England,  Paine,  Mackintosh, 
Cowper,  Wordsworth  and  Robert  Bums,  and  a  critical  appreciation  of 
the  controversy  which  raged  around  Burke's  Reflections.  Jaur^  de- 
fends France  against  Burke's  charge  of  being  the  victim  of  chimerical 
abstractions.  He  maintains  that  French  history  is  also  founded  on 
realities;  but,  having  no  institutional  traditions  to  fall  back  on,  the 
French  used  natural  rights  as  a  justification  for  revolutionary  notions. 
Jaures  does  not  mention  what  is  now  established  beyond  a  question, 
that  the  traditional  liberal  interpretation  of  Magna  Carta  as  a  demo- 
cratic document  is  utterly  unfounded,  and  that  the  famous  charter  of 
liberties  was  really  a  reactionary  feudal  measure  designed  to  bolster  up 
the  interests  of  the  nobility.*  Jaures  wonders  at  Burke's  paucity  of  in- 
formation concerning  the  real  state  of  France  (vol.  iii,  p.  736)  and 
also  at  his  use  of  wholly  ex  parte  statements. 

The  fourth  volume  opens  with  the  trial  of  the  king  and  closes  with  the 
9th  Thermidor.  In  addition  to  the  full  discussion  of  political  events 
there  is  a  long  and  valuable  chapter  on  the  social  theories  of  the  Con- 
vention and  the  revolutionary  government.  No  time  is  spent  in  discus- 
sing the  legality  of  the  action  of  the  Convention  in  executing  the  king. 
France  was  in  a  revolutionary  state  ;  the  suspension  of  the  king  and  his 
incarceration  were  revolutionary  acts ;  the  Convention  was  a  revolution- 
ary body,  since  it  was  not  summoned  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  of  1791.  The  foreign  policy  and  the  military  organization, 
the  development  of  factions  and  their  contests  from  the  death  of  the 
king  to  the  feill  of  the  Gironde  are  discussed  in  some  five  hundred  pages. 
Jaures  does  not  seek  to  explain  the  complexity  of  domestic  intrigues 
during  the  Terror  on  grounds  of  class  antagonism.  Between  the  social 
theories  of  the  Gironde  and  the  Mountain  he  finds  no  profound  diver- 
gence \  the  pretensions  of  the  former  as  defender  of  property  are 
attributable  to  political  tactics  (vol.  iv,  p.  1448).     It  is  truer  that  one 

*  See  Edward  Jenks,  in  The  Independent  Review^  November,  1904,  and  the  quali- 
fied views  of  McKechnie,  Magna  Carta,  1905. 
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pai^  was  supported  by  bourgeois  interests  and  the  other  by  the  people ; 
but  if  the  Girondists  had  believed  that  they  could  have  maintained  their 
supremacy  by  consenting  to  the  forced  and  progressive  loan  and  to  the 
maximum f  they  would  not  have  hesitated,  as  they  had  no  inflexible 
economic  principles.  A  study  of  the  social  theories  of  Robespierre 
demonstrates  that  the  prince  of  revolutionists  advocated  nothing  that 
was  fundamentally  opposed  to  the  bourgeois  property  concept  (vol.  iv, 
p.  1565).  Robespierre  saw  that  he  needed  the  political  support  of  the 
proletariat  against  the  Girondists,  whose  traitorous  inertia  would  have 
lost  the  Revolution.  He  saw  in  process  of  formation  discontented  parties 
which  demanded  for  the  people  not  only  political  rights  but  also  cer- 
tainty of  livelihood,  and  he  sought  a  modification  of  his  theory  of  prop- 
erty which  would  attract  the  support  of  those  who  voiced  this  demand, 
but  he  never  dreamed  of  its  future  developments  (vol.  iv,  p.  1568). 
Jaur^  believes  that  the  law  against  monopoly  was  useful  at  a  time  when 
Fiance  was  practically  in  a  state  of  siege  and  that  the  extensive  com- 
mercial publicity  and  the  forced  circulation  of  paper  money  may  have 
prevented  disaster,^  although  these  measures  could  not  remedy  the  price- 
crisis,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  grain  and  the  decline  in  the  value  of 
the  assignats.  Like  the  tension  of  the  Terror  and  the  dictatorship  of 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety ,  these  economic  measures  were  abnormal ; 
they  were  incompatible  with  a  society  founded  on  individual  property 
and  private  production ;  the  strong  pressure  of  economic  forces  pre- 
vented an  indefinite  extension  of  the  disorganization  which  weakened 
public  credit  and  rendered  commerce  and  industry  precarious.  The 
revolutionary  measures,  in  other  words,  had  no  economic  foundation, 
and  France  was  destined  to  establish  a  political  system  that  could  give 
free  play  to  the  economic  forces  released  from  feudalism,  namely,  an 
orderly  bourgeois  state. 

M.  Deville  takes  up  the  story  after  the  fall  of  Robespierre  and  writes 
the  history  of  the  reaction  and  the  Directory.  There  is  little  in  this 
period  that  lends  itself  to  economic  treatment.  Before  the  9th  Ther- 
midor  the  leaders  of  the  Revolution  had  transformed  social  relations  and 
adapted  them  to  the  economic  necessities  of  their  epoch,  and  a  repub- 
lic transcending  the  needs  of  the  bourgeoisie — a  republic  of  all  the  peo- 
ple— was  bound  to  disappear.  M.  Deville  therefore  has  political  and 
military  events  to  relate,  but  he  also  writes  sections  on  Babeuf,  finan- 

'  Vol.  iv,  p,  1783:  "La  loi  du  maximum,  en  mtoe  temps  qu'  elle  restituait  le 
crtdit  des  assignats  et  servait  par  \k  merveilleusement  le  gouvemement  r^volution- 
naire,  1'  6tat  acheteur,  a  pr^venu  les  paniques  et  empftch^  V  extreme  tension  des 
rapports  ^conomiques  d*aboutir  q&  et  U  &  des  violentes  ruptures  d'  ^uilibre.*' 
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cial  legislation,  science,  commerce  and  industry.  The  master  idea  of 
French  diplomacy  was  the  contest  with  England — a  conflict  inevit- 
able so  long  as  France  was  under  the  '<  disastrous  influence  of  the  fedse 
principle  of  natural  frontiers  "  (voL  v,  p.  380).  England  never  could 
consent  to  the  annexation  of  Belgium ;  and  the  English  commercial 
power  could  be  broken  only  by  a  continental  system  carried  out  not  by 
aggrandizement  but  by  arrangements  profitable  to  all  parties  concerned. 
This  conflict  with  England  is  the  key  to  the  military  situation.  Do- 
mestic politics  consisted  of  contests  between  ambitious  factions  which 
could  not  maintain  order,  and  the  coup  d'  ^tat  of  1799  was  consum- 
mated "  to  the  great  joy  of  the  speculators  "  (vol.  v,  p.  S92). 

Such  are  the  leading  ideas  of  the  new  history  of  the  Revolution  so 
far  as  they  can  be  reproduced  within  the  limits  of  a  review.  The  work, 
in  spite  of  its  ominous  title  and  flaming  red  covers,  is  not  a  violent  party 
polemic,  but  a  monumental  contribution  to  the  literature  dealing  with 
the  Revolution.  Its  interest  lies  not  so  much  in  its  originality  as  in  its 
acceptance  of  the  views  of  the  most  recent  scholars  on  the  main  points. 
We  do  not  have  to  accept  socialism  in  order  to  accept  many  of  the 
conclusions  of  MM.  Jaur^s  and  Deville ;  indeed  Professor  Seligman  has 
demonstrated  that  socialism  and  the  economic  interpretation  of  history 
are  entirely  different  propositions.  The  story  is  remarkably  impartial ; 
and,  indeed,  there  is  no  reason  why  an  intelligent  socialist  shouM  not 
be  as  impartial  as  a  tory  or  whig.  One  who  dissents  from  the  views 
of  both  tory  and  liberal  may  write  as  scientifically  as  one  who  main- 
tains either  side.  The  most  scholarly  and  definitive  essay  on  the  canon 
law  in  England  is  by  a  man  who  dissents  frcnn  all  churches. 

However,  the  serious  student  has  reason  to  find  fault  with  Jaurte' 
arrangement  of  his  material  and  his  use  of  documents.  There  are 
chapters  from  four  to  six  hundred  pages  long  without  any  break  in  the 
text  to  indicate  transitions.  There  is  no  index,  and  the  tables  of  con- 
tents are  so  meagre  as  to  be  almost  useless.  Printed  and  manuscript 
materials  are  extensively  used ;  long  and  valuable  quotations  are  made 
from  rare  and  curious  works ;  but  there  are  no  references  to  the  vol- 
umes, editions  or  pages  except  in  Deville 's  part.  There  is  no  way 
of  telling  how  thoroughly  evidence  has  been  sifted  or  of  verifying 
statements.  There  are  many  misprints  and  mistakes  in  dates.  If 
Jaur^  would  recast  his  material,  document  it  thoroughly,  treat  related 
topics  consecutively,  break  the  chapters  up  into  sections  and  provide  a 
useful  table  of  contents,  scholars  would  find  the  value  of  the  work 
greatly  increased. 

Charles  A.  Beard. 

Columbia  University. 
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France  in  America,  I4g7''i763,  By  REUBEN  Gold  Thwaites 
{American  Nation^  Volume  VII).  New  York,  Harper  &  Brothers, 
1905. — Toif  320  pp. 

The  American  Revolution,  1776-1783.  By  Claude  Halstead 
Van  Tyne  {American  Nation,  Volume  IX).  New  York,  Harper  & 
Brothers,  1905. — ^xix,  369  pp. 

The  Confederation  and  the  Constitution,  1783— 178^.  By 
Andrew  Cunningham  McLaughlin  {American  Nation,  Volume  X). 
New  York,  Harper  &  Brothers,  1905. — ^xix,  348  pp. 

The  Formation  and  Development  of  the  Constitution.  By 
Thoicas  Francis  Moran  {History  of  North  America,  Volume  IX). 
Philadelphia,  George  Barrie  &  Sons,  1905. — ^xix,  504  pp. 

One  advantage  of  the  present  iaA  for  serial  histories  is  that  it  makes 
necessary  the  study  of  certain  periods  and  phases  which  have  hitherto 
been  neglected  or  else  treated  in  detail  without  much  regard  to  the 
general  historical  perspective.  Professor  McLaughlin,  for  example, 
has  taken  advantage  of  his  opportunity  to  produce  a  sane,  scholarly, 
well-written  work,  which,  if  not  as  interesting  as  Fiske's  Critical  Period, 
is  of  fcir  more  value  to  the  student.  Professor  Van  Tyne  throws  very 
little  new  light  on  the  military  history  of  the  Revolution,  but  his  special 
study  of  loyalism  has  enabled  him  to  emphasize  the  civil  war  aspect  of 
the  struggle.  The  volumes  by  Mr.  Thwaites  and  Professor  Moran  are 
disappointing.  It  is  evident  that  they  had  too  much  other  work  on 
hand  or  were  hurried  by  inconsiderate  publishers.  Both  are  careless  in 
style,  in  statement  of  facts  and  in  arrangement  of  material. 

Mr.  Thwaites  has  imdoubtedly  tried  to  cover  too  much  ground  in  one 
small  vohime,  but  it  is  a  question  whether  he  has  made  the  best  use  of 
the  space  allotted  to  him.  The  treatment  of  the  northwest  is  good, 
and  its  value  is  enhanced  by  several  useful  maps.  That  of  Canada  and 
Acadia  leaves  an  impression  that  something  is  lacking,  while  that  of  the 
lower  Mississippi  and  Gulf  regions  is  decidedly  inadequate.  He  uses 
Hamilton's  Colonial  Mobile,  but  makes  no  reference  to  his  Coloniza- 
Hon  of  tike  South,  either  in  the  footnotes  or  in  the  bibliographical 
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chapter.  Possibly  the  book  did  not  appear  in  time.  We  might  reason- 
ably have  expected  from  Mr.  Thwaites  a  special  chapter  on  French 
ecclesiastical  policy,  a  sympathetic  treatment  of  the  Jesuits  which 
would  serve  as  an  antidote  to  Parkman,  but  the  subject  is  almost  en- 
tirely neglected.  Admirers  of  Parkman  know  that  the  field  is  unusually 
rich  in  material  for  emphasizing  the  personal  equation,  yet  Champlain 
and  Bienville  are  mere  automatons  and  Frontenac  is  mentioned  only 
once.  However,  such  omissions  are  possibly  unavoidable  in  a  book  of 
three  hundred  pages,  only  one- third  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  period 
before  1 743.  The  latter  part  is  better  written  and  Wolfe  and  Mont- 
calm receive  rather  more  consideration.  In  view  of  the  increasing  popu- 
larity of  Captain  Mahan's  ideas  of  sea  power,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  Mr.  Thwaites  gives  as  much  credit  to  Warren  at  Louisburg  and  to 
Saunders  at  Quebec  as  he  does  to  Pepperrell  and  Wolfe.  Several  mis- 
takes may  be  noted — ^for  the  most  part  evidently  the  result  of  haste  and 
carelessness.  To  refer  to  the  court  of  Versailles  in  the  days  of  Henry 
IV  is  anachronistic,  to  say  the  least  (p.  15).  The  griffins  were  not  on 
La  Salle's  coat  of  arms,  but  on  that  of  Frontenac  (p.  61).  The  gov- 
ernment of  France  did  not  come  under  the  **  practical  control  of  the 
benign  Cardinal  Fleury  *  *  immediately  after  the  death  of  Louis  XIV 
(p.  89).  The  War  of  the  Austrian  Succession  did  not  begin  in  1744, 
and  Spain,  France,  Bavaria,  Saxony  and  Prussia  did  not  contend  **  for 
a  division  of  the  empire,"  but  for  a  division  of  the  Hapsburg  dominions 
(p.  105),  which  is  quite  a  different  matter.  The  prime  minister  in 
1746  was  not  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  but  his  brother  Henry  Pelham 
(p.  119). 

In  point  of  style  Professor  Van  Tyne's  book  is  easily  the  best  of  the 
four,  while  in  accuracy  of  details  and  in  arrangement  of  material  it  is 
superior  to  those  of  Mr.  Thwaites  and  Professor  Moran.  Professor 
Van  Tyne's  account  of  military  affairs  is  vigorous  and  dramatic.  Al- 
though he  regards  Washington's  generalship  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island 
as  **  unwise  and  unskilful*'  (pp.  107-108) ,  he  evidently  does  not  agree 
with  Mr.  Charles  Francis  Adams  that  his  escape  was  purely  a  matter  of 
luck  or  that  the  attempt  to  hold  New  York  was  a  mistake  ab  initio 
(Amer.  Hist.  Review^  vol.  i,  p.  650).  In  the  light  of  Professor  John- 
ston's researches  the  reviewer  was  curious  to  note  where  Professor  Van 
Tyne  would  locate  the  battle  of  Harlem  Heights  and  was  surprised  to  find 
that  he  ignored  it  entirely.  At  the  time  implied  in  the  text,  September, 
1776,  the  American  troops  were  not  **  strongly  intrenched  beyond  the 
Haerlem  "  (p.  118),  but  were  still  on  Manhattan  island.  A  few  other 
minor  mistakes  have  been  noticed.    The  House  of  Commons  in  1765 
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contained  representatives  not  merely  from  ''  certaiin  ancient  counties/' 
but  from  all  the  counties  of  England  (p.  12).  New  Englanders  would 
hardly  agree  that  the  extension  of  the  province  of  Quebec  to  the  Ohio 
river  affected  the  territorial  integrity  of  Virginia  alone  (p.  23).  In 
stating  that  **  Massachusetts  could  afford  to  be  extreme  and  revolution- 
ary because  her  charter  was  gone,  but  Peimsylvania  and  Maryland  and 
the  southern  colonies  had  something  to  lose,  and  naturally  held  back  " 
(p.  76)  can  Professor  Van  Tyne  mean  to  imply  that  the  colonies 
south  of  Maryland  had  charters  in  1776?  Is  it  true  that  the  British 
ministry  never  seriously  entertained  the  idea  of  sending  a  bishop  to 
America  (p.  112)?  The  author  is  at  times  careless  in  his  references, 
as  when  he  quotes  Greene's  Colonial  Commonwealth  ioi  Provincial 
America  (p.  7) ,  Morley's  Burke ^  without  indicating  whether  he  means 
the  volume  in  the  English  Men  of  Letters  series  or  the  earlier  study 
(p.  17),  and  McCrady's  South  Carolina  in  the  Revolution y  yiiihoyit 
mentioning  the  volume  (pp.  293,  295).  The  critical  essay  on  authori- 
ties is  one  of  the  most  exhaustive  that  has  yet  appeared  in  the  series. 
Cobbett's  Parliamentary  History y  however,  should  be  mentioned  in  any 
list  of  sources  bearing  upon  the  work  of  Parliament  during  the  Revolution 
(p.  336).  Ford's  edition  of  John  Dickinson's  writings  is  of  course  in- 
complete, only  one  volume  having  appeared  instead  of  three  (p.  337). 
In  his  chapter  on  **  State  Sovereignty  and  Confederation,"  Professor 
Van  Tyne  argues  that  the  nation  was  not  created  by  fiatj  but  that  in 
the  course  of  nature  it  **  slowly  evolved  from  the  mere  protoplasm  of 
the  revolutionary  time  "  (p.  176).  No  one  in  1776  imagined  that  a 
sovereign  nation  had  come  into  existence.  Patrick  Henry's  rhetorical 
declaration  in  the  first  Continental  Congress  that  *  *  all  America  is 
thrown  into  one  mass  ' '  was  merely  the  utterance  of  a  demagogue ,  and 
it  was  belied  by  his  whole  subsequent  career.  Local  selfishness,  the 
desire  to  advance  the  interests  of  Virginia  at  the  expense  of  the  small 
states,  was  the  motive  which  impelled  him  to  make  the  speech. 

South  Carolina,  in  two  constitutions  adopted  during  the  war,  provided  her 
government  with  those  peculiar  features  of  sovereignty,  the  right  of  making 
war  and  entering  into  treaties.  Virginia  ratified  the  treaty  with  France, 
and  she,  as  well  as  other  states,  sent  her  own  agents  to  Europe  to  contract 
a  loan  and  get  arms  and  ships  [p.  1 79] . 

This  may  be  contrasted  with  the  following  from  Professor  Moran's 
book : 

...  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  states  were  never  sovereign  in  the  true  sense 
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of  that  term.  .  .  .  There  was  a  union  before  the  colonies  became  free  and 
independent  states.  The  union,  then,  was  older  than  the  states,  and  the 
idea  that  the  states  were  ceding  something  from  their  absolute  sovereignty 
to  make  a  union  was  an  entirely  mistaken  conception.  No  American  state 
had  ever  figured  before  the  world  as  a  sovereign  power  [pp.  13-14]. 

And  yet  in  another  connection  Professor  Moran  says :  ''  The  people 
accepted  the  idea  of  an  indissoluble  union  in  1865,  but  they  woukl  not 
have  done  so  in  1787  "  (p.  126).  In  emphasizing  the  old  Webster- 
Story  argument  based  on  the  preamble  of  the  constitution  Professor 
Moran  fails  to  call  attention  to  the  ^t  that  in  its  original  form,  adopted 
unanimously  by  the  convention,  the  preamble  mentioned  every  state  by 
name ,  and  that  it  was  changed  by  the  committee  on  style  probably  for 
the  very  good  reason  that  some  of  the  states  might  refuse  to  ratify. 
According  to  Professor  Van  Tyne  the  development  of  the  philosophical 
theory  of  national  sovereignty  was  simply  the  result  of  the  later  sectional 
controversy  (p.  177). 

If  some  of  the  volumes  in  the  first  two  groups  of  the  Hart  series  fedl 
below  what  the  editor  had  led  us  to  expect,  Professor  McLaughlin's 
book  goes  far  towards  tempering  our  disappointment.  It  requires 
courage  to  devote  eleven  chapters  (183  pp.)  to  the  period  between 
1 781  and  1787  and  only  seven  (133  pp.)  to  the  construction  and  rati- 
fication of  the  constitution.  The  excellent  treatment  of  commercial 
and  financial  conditions,  diplomatic  relations,  paper  money,  and  Shay's 
rebellion,  however,  would  alone  justify  this  apportionment,  not  to  men- 
tion the  three  admirable  chapters  entitled,  **  The  Problem  of  Imperial 
Organization,"  **  Founding  a  Colonial  System"  and  **  Founding  of 
New  Commonwealths."  Jefferson's  share  in  originating  the  anti- 
slavery  clause  of  the  Northwest  Ordinance  might  be  emphasized  more 
fully.  His  ordinance  of  1784,  to  be  sure,  applied  to  the  whole  of  the 
western  country  and  the  slavery  restriction  clause  in  the  original  draft 
was  not  to  go  into  force  until  after  the  year  1800,  but  it  contained  the 
principle  of  exclusion  which  was  worked  out  subsequently  by  Pickering, 
King  and  Dane.  Professor  McLaughlin  believes  that  the  Pinckney 
plan,  which  Moran,  by  the  way,  ignores  entirely,  ''had  considerable 
influence  in  determining  the  contents  of  the  constitution  "  (pp.  194- 
195).  Curiously  enough,  neither  he  nor  Professor  Farrand  seem 
to  have  noticed  Pinckney 's  contribution  to  the  so-called  three- fifths 
compromise.  The  two  ideas  in  the  compromise  are  of  course  taxation 
and  representation.  The  application  of  the  three-fifths  rule  to  taxation 
was  first  suggested  in  an  amendment  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
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proposed  in  1783.     On  May  21,  1787,  four  days  before  the  conven- 
tion was  organized,  George  Read  of  Delaware  wrote  to  Dickinson  stat- 
ing that  he  had  seen  the  draft  of  a  plan  for  a  federal  system.     There 
was  to  be  a  legislature  of  two  houses,  in  one  of  which,  the  house  of 
delegates,  the  membership  was  to  be  proportional  to  the  number  of 
white  inhabitants  and  three-fifths  of  all  others.     {Annual  Report  of 
the  Amer.  Hist.  Assoc.  ^  1902,  vol.  i,  pp.  1 19-120).     Professor  Jame- 
son's belief  that  this  letter  referred  to  the  Pinckney  plan  was  verified  by 
the  subsequent  discovery  of  an  outline  of  the  plan  itself  among  the 
James  Wilson  papers  in  the  libraiy  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Penn- 
syWania,  published  in  the  American  Historical  Review  for  July,  1904. 
Professor  McLaughlin  also  fails  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  on 
June  1 1  the  convention  in  committee  of  the  whole  adopted  by  a  vote 
of  nine  states  to  two  a  motion  introduced  by  Wilson  and  seconded  by 
Pinckney  providing  for  the  three-fifths  basis  of  representation  {Madison 
Papers^  Hunt  Edition,  vol.  iii,  pp.  143-144).     All  that  remained  to 
be  done  in  open  convention  was  to  associate  the  ideas  of  taxation  and 
representation  and  to  limit  the  rule  to  direct  taxes.     In  its  final  form  it 
was  a  compromise,  but  to  call  it  one  of  the  '*  three  great  compro- 
mises "  is  an  absurdity  which  Professor  McLaughlin  prudently  avoids. 

Professor  Moran's  volume  covers  the  period  from  the  close  of  the 
Revolution  to  the  beginning  of  Madison's  administration  (i  781-1809). 
His  work  is  very  uneven.  The  treatment  of  the  years  between  1781 
and  1787  is  especially  weak,  while  the  discussion  of  the  convention  is 
interesting  and  suggestive.  Chapter  viii  on  ••The  Origins  of  the 
Constitution"  is  perhaps  the  best  in  the  book.  The  author  lays 
especial  emphasis  on  the  undoubted  fact  that  the  idea  of  the  president- 
ial electoral  college  was  derived  from  the  Maryland  method  of  electing 
state  senators  (pp.  221-222).  It  is  unfortunate  that  an  otherwise  ex- 
cellent work  should  be  so  marred  by  defects  of  style  and  by  carelessness 
in  matters  of  detail.  Franklin,  of  course,  did  not  introduce  the  uni- 
cameral system  into  the  Pennsylvania  constitution  (pp.  4-5  ) .  It  was 
based  on  the  old  colonial  government.  Pennsylvania  did  not  provide 
in  1780  **  that  the  children  of  slaves  bom  in  the  future  should  be  free  " 
(p.  44),  but  that  they  should  eventually  be  free.  New  York  was  not 
the  only  state  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  in  which  free  negroes  ex- 
ercised the  right  of  franchise  (p.  44).  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  North  Carolina  might  be  added 
to  the  list.  The  statement  (p.  145)  that  <•  it  was  decided  that  the  ex- 
ecutive should  be  chosen  by  the  national  legislature  to  serve  for  a  term 
of  seven  years  "  scarcely  warrants  the  conclusion  that  **  the  Convention 
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thus  seemed  emphatic  in  its  favor  of  election  by  the  state  kgisktores, 
until  the  electoral  plan  came  up  for  serious  consideration."  Congress 
did  not  grant  authority  to  the  president  in  1789  to  remove  heads  of  ex- 
ecutive departments  (p.  240).  It  recognized  the  authority  as  already 
existing,  as  constitutional  in  character.  The  reviewer  questions  whether 
Frederick  the  Great  was  <<  one  of  the  best  friends  in  Europe  of  the 
American  cause  "  (p.  11)  and  he  doubts  that  France  ever  insisted  upon 
the  enforcement  of  the  rule  of  1756  (p.  276).  John  Adams  was  vice- 
president  for  eight  years  instead  of  four  (p.  308).  If  the  Republicans 
imported  William  Cobbett  (p.  341)  it  was  a  very  magnanimous  act  in- 
asmuch as  he  showed  exceptional  zeal  in  supporting  the  Federalists. 
The  Alien  Act  could  not  affect  William  Duane  because  he  was  bom  in 
New  York  (p.  341).  France  ceded  Louisiana  to  Spain  in  1762,  not 
1763  (p.  399).  More  serious  blunders  are  the  reference  to  **  the 
usurpations  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte"  in  1793  (p.277)  and  the  failure  to 
grasp  the  significance  of  the  case  of  Marbury  v.  Madison.  Chief  Justice 
MarshaU  certainly  did  not  decline  '*  to  take  jurisdiction  on  the  ground 
that  the  judiciary  could  not  interfere  to  control  the  executive  **  (p.  390). 

W.  Roy  Smith. 
Bryn  Mawr  Collbgb. 

Provincial  America,  16^0-174.0.  By  EVARTS  BOUTELL 
Greene  {American  Nation^  Volume  VI).  New  York,  Harper  & 
Brothers,  1905. — ^xvii,  356  pp. 

Preliminaries  of  the  Revolution.  By  GEORGE  ELLIOT  HOWARD 
{American  Nation^  Volume  VIII).  New  York,  Harper  &  Brothers, 
1905.— XV,  359  pp. 

The  period  covered  by  Greene's  volume  has  never  been  adequately 
studied  as  a  whole,  and  the  monographic  literature  is  most  incomplete 
and  only  in  very  small  part  reliable.  This  is  recognized,  though  not 
fully,  by  the  author  himself,  for  he  says,  in  the  preface,  that  ••  it  is 
hardly  possible  even  now  to  write  a  history  which  can  be  called  in  any 
sense  definitive ;  certainly,  no  such  claim  is  made  for  the  present 
work."  That  the  seventeenth  century  has  been  carefully,  though  not 
completely,  studied,  while  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  has 
been  neglected,  is  partly  due  to  the  fascination  exercised  by  the  study 
of  origins  even  on  those  who  do  not  believe,  with  Fustel  de  Coulanges, 
that  this  is  the  main  purpose  of  history.  In  part  this  neglect  is  also 
explained  by  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  material  for  the  study  of  this 
period  is  in  manuscript,  and  has  in  large  part  remained  undisturbed 
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since  it  was  filed  away  in  the  English  archives.     Greene  says  that  much 
of  this  has  been  printed,  but  while  that  portion  is  undeniably  bulky, 
yet  it  bears  a  small  proportion  to  the  whole.     The  mass  of  manuscript 
material  available  and  easily  accessible  in  England  is  enormous,  and 
until  this  material  has  been  carefully  worked  over,  and  the  result  of  this 
work  embodied  in  detailed  monographs,  it  is  impossible  to  write  any- 
thing but  a  fragmentary  and  tentative  account  of  the  period.     Under 
existing  conditions  this  was  bound  to  be  the  result  of  an  attempt,  such 
as  Greene's,  based  wholly  on  the  published  records  and  on  the  inade- 
quate monographic  literature. 

The  reliance  on  incomplete  material  has  led  to  vague  and  tentative 
statements  where  precise  information  is  available.  Thus,  for  instance, 
Greene  says  (p.  287)  that  there  are  no  accurate  statistics  as  to  the 
trade  of  the  continental  colonies,  and  as  a  result  he  uses  only  partial 
statistics  confined  to  a  few  years  and  arrives  at  misleading  conclusions. 
Yet  despite  the  burning  of  the  bulk  of  the  English  customs-papers, 
very  full  statistics  are  available,  not  only  in  manuscript  form,  but  in 
print.  Sir  Charles  Whitworth's  StaU  of  the  Trade  of  England  (Lon- 
don, 1776)  gives  accounts  of  the  imports  and  exports  between  England 
and  the  colonies  year  by  year  from  1697  on.  Similarly  Greene  says 
(p.  290)  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  estimate  even  approximately 
the  intercolonial  coasting  trade.  This  is  unquestionably  true,  but  it  is 
not  for  want  of  material,  as  is  seemingly  implied.  Abundant  material 
is  available  in  various  forms,  but  especiaUy  in  the  naval  office  lists, 
whose  only  drawback  is  their  great  wealth  of  detail.  Then  a  tentative 
statement  is  made  about  the  condition  of  the  colonial  iron  industry  in 
1750,  whereas  exact  data  are  available  in  the  governors*  certificates. 
The  account  of  the  rise  of  the  colonial  treasurer  (pp.  76,  77)  is  incom- 
plete, since  it  fails  to  show  how  in  several  of  the  colonies,  but  espec- 
ially in  Virginia,  a  dual  financial  system  existed,  one  controlled  directly 
by  the  crown,  the  other  by  the  colony.  The  statistics  of  slavery  (p. 
238)  are  misleading,  since  no  attempt  is  made  to  differentiate  between 
the  continental  colonies  and  those  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  estimate 
of  the  slave  population  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  available  evidence. 
Similarly  the  entire  description  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  both  in  regard 
to  its  efficiency  and  its  advisers  (pp.  169-172),  is  vague  and  indefinite 
where  exact  and  precise  statements  are  possible,  as  the  records  of  its 
activity  are  most  complete.  In  fact  the  entire  account  of  the  British 
administrative  system  and  of  imperial  policy  is  incomplete  and  hence 
misleading,  partly  because  the  system  has  not  been  studied  as  a  work- 
ing institution  in  its  records,  and  partly  because  no  attention  is  paid  to 
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any  but  the  colonies  that  were  to  form  the  United  States.  Thus  the 
account  of  the  movement  towards  greater  imperial  control  from  1660 
on  would  become  clearer  and  its  success  could  be  better  estimated  if  its 
results  in  the  Bermudas,  in  Barbados,  in  the  Leeward  Islands  and  in 
Jamaica  were  studied.  There  is  for  the  same  reason  a  failure  to  appre- 
ciate the  spirit  of  English  policy.  Thus  Greene  does  not  recognize 
that  there  was  an  imperial  interest  which  might  conflict  with  the  imme- 
diate interests  of  England  or  Scotland,  or  of  any  of  the  colonies,  and 
that  British  colonial  policy  on  the  whole  was  based  on  this  imperial 
interest,  and  not  on  that  of  Great  Britain  or  of  any  colony  or  any  group 
of  colonies.  It  was  in  pursuance  of  this  imperial  policy  that  the 
molasses  act  was  passed,  not  to  benefit  one  group  of  colonies  at  the 
expense  of  another,  but  to  strengthen  the  British  Empire  in  its  long- 
drawn-out  duel  with  France*.  Oglethorpe's  attitude  in  the  controversy 
leading  up  to  the  passage  of  this  measure  (p.  252)  is  not  quite  cor- 
rectly represented. 

Despite  the  claim  of  this  series,  that  it  is  a  history  written  from  the 
original  sources,  its  main  purpose  seems  to  be  to  summarize  the  already 
acquired  knowledge,  not  to  add  to  it.  The  faults  of  this  volume  arise 
in  the  main  from  the  existing  defective  state  of  that  knowledge,  and  are 
not  attributable  to  the  author's  methods  in  using  the  published  records 
and  the  monographic  literature.  Greene  has  in  general  refrained  from 
making  sweeping  generalizations  founded  on  incomplete  ^ts,  and  be 
is  usually  moderate  in  his  judgments.  Yet  he  has  adopted  the  ''  Ameri- 
can viewpoint,"  and  there  is  a  tendency,  though  not  a  marked  one,  to 
magnify  the  failings  of  the  mother-country  and  to  minimize  those  of  the 
colonies.  This  is  especially  patent  in  the  discussion  of  the  old  colonial 
system,  where  no  account  is  given  of  the  imperial  fiscal  system  by  which 
many  colonial  products  were  given  preferential  treatment  in  the  British 
market.  Then,  from  the  reasons  assigned  for  disallowing  colonial  laws 
in  England  (pp.  52,  53),  no  one  would  infer  that  a  large  number  of 
the  colonial  laws  disallowed  were  laws  aimed  directly  at  the  interests  of 
other  colonies,  inequitable  debtor  laws,  laws  depreciating  the  standard 
of  value  and  thus  scaling  down  debts,  and  laws  discriminating  against 
other  fellow-subjects  residing  in  Great  Britain  or  in  another  colony. 
The  general  statement  (p.  173)  about  the  character  of  the  royal  gov- 
ernors does  them  scant  justice.  On  the  other  hand  one  of  the  chief 
evils  of  the  British  administrative  system  which  retained  its  vitality  in 
spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  Board  of  Trade — the  residence  of  minor 
officials  in  England  and  the  delegation  of  their  duties,  in  return  for 
part  of  the  profits  of  their  offices,  to  deputies  resident  in  the  colonies — 
is  not  mentioned. 
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Naturally  some  errors,  in  part  due  to  carelessness,  appear  in  a  work 
covering  so  long  a  period.  Such  an  error  is  the  statement  (p.  36)  that 
ship-timber  was  an  enumerated  commodity.  Then  the  statement  re- 
garding the  effect  of  the  French  military  operations  against  Newfound- 
land in  1696  (pp.  127,  133)  is  inaccurate  in  so  far  as  it  implies  that 
the  New  England  fisheries  were  in  Newfoundland.  With  the  exception 
of  the  whale  fishery,  they  were  virtually  confined,  during  the  entire 
period  under  review,  to  the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  England. 
The  statement  regarding  the  status  of  Scotsmen  and  Irishmen  (p.  4)  in 
the  colonies  should  be  modified. 

Howard's  volume  is  devoted  primarily  to  events  between  the  years 
1763  and  1775,  and  to  a  discussion  of  the  causes  of  the  American 
Revolution.  He  recognizes  that  the  cau^s  of  the  revolution  were  re- 
mote, antedating  1763,  and  he  also  recognizes  that  unconsciously  the 
colonists  were  for  a  long  time  preparing  for  independence.  Its  causes, 
he  says,  were  not  social,  but  political  and  economic.  The  primary 
cause  he  finds  in  the  old  colonial  system,  as  embodied  in  the  laws  of 
trade  and  navigation.  This  system,  he  says,  **  was  wrong  in  principle 
and  degrading  in  motive,"  and  hence  necessarily  the  cause  of  the  Revo- 
hition  (p.  65).  It  may  be  admitted,  purely  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  this  indictment  of  the  old  colonial  system  is  justified  by  the  standards 
of  the  twentieth  century,  but  in  order  to  prove  his  thesis  Howard  must 
show  that  it  was  the  view  of  the  eighteenth  century  prior  to  the  revolu- 
tionary era.  Granting  that  the  system  bore  hard  on  the  colonies,  it 
was  only  a  recognition  of  this  fact  that  would  produce  political  results. 
Of  such  a  recognition  there  is  no  sign.  A  careful  search  of  the  records 
'shows  that  there  was  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  colonies  to  the 
system  as  a  whole,  though  there  were  complaints  against  isolated  feat- 
ures, which  were  then  carefuUy  considered  and  usually  changed  by 
Parliament.  On  the  other  hand  Francis  Yonge,  one  of  the  leaders  in 
the  South  Carolina  revolution  of  17 19,  while  agent  for  that  colony,  sug- 
gested to  the  Board  of  Trade  a  much  more  restrictive  system  than  that 
in  force  (Board  of  Trade,  South  Carolina  i ,  A.  36) ,  and  Bollan,  as  late 
as  1755,  while  agent  of  Massachusetts,  wrote  for  the  Board  of  Trade  a 
detailed  dissertation  on  the  legal  defects  in  the  laws  of  trade  and  navi- 
gation in  order  that  they  might  be  remedied  and  the  law  better  enforced 
(Board  of  Trade,  Massachusetts  74,  Hh.  52).  Burke's  conclusion,  in 
his  speech  on  American  Taxation,  that  the  general  attitude  of  the 
colonies  before  1764  was  one  of  acquiescence,  is  supported  by  the 
available  evidence. 

The  comparatively  detailed  account  of  the  old  colonial  system  is  not 
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accurate.  It  did  not  give  English  manufacturers  a  monopoly  of  the 
colonial  market,  as  Howard  maintains  (p.  51),  nor  is  it  correct  to  de- 
scribe it  as  **  class  legislation  pure  and  simple  "  for  the  benefit  of  the 
English  merchant  and  manufacturer.  The  importance  of  the  English 
preferential  system  by  which  colonial  products  were  encouraged  by 
direct  and  indirect  bounties  is  overlooked.  Certainly  the  farmers  in 
England  whose  tobacco  was  destroyed  by  the  military  forces  during  the 
reign  of  Charles  II,  did  not  look  upon  the  colonial  system  as  class 
legislation  in  favor  of  England,  nor  was  it  so  regarded  by  the  English 
tax-payers,  who  at  one  time  paid  in  bounties  on  colonial  naval  stores 
a  sum  not  much  less  than  that  which  the  stamp  act  was  expected  to 
produce  in  the  continental  colonies.  In  view  of  Howard's  thesis  that 
the  old  colonial  system,  as  it  existed  before  the  revolutionary  era,  was 
the  primary  cause  of  the  Revolution,  it  is  surprising  that  no  account  is 
given  of  the  fundamental  changes  in  that  system  made  by  numerous  star 
tutes  from  1764  on.  This  subject,  which  has  never  been  adequate^ 
investigated,  deserves  treatment  at  Howard's  hands  not  only  in  view  of 
his  thesis,  but  also  for  the  reason  that  the  system  described  in  his  book 
did  not  prevail  during  the  period  therein  treated. 

In  order  to  understand  the  change  in  English  policy  after  1763  and 
also  the  changed  attitude  of  the  colonies  towards  the  mother-country, 
some  account  of  the  policy  of  imperial  defence  and  its  integral  relation 
to  the  old  colonial  system  is  necessary.  The  peace  of  1763,  by  remov- 
ing the  French  danger,  removed  the  chief  utilitarian  bond  attaching 
the  continental  colonies  to  the  mother-country.  At  the  same  time  the 
vast  area  of  the  territory  yielded  and  the  increased  importance  of  In- 
dian relations  necessitated  a  great  increase  in  the  expenses  of  adminis- 
tration. It  must  also  be  noted  that  it  is  impossible  to  understand  Eng- 
lish policy  unless  some  account  is  given  of  tjie  trade  of  the  colonies 
with  the  enemy  during  the  war.  This  subject  also  has  never  been  in- 
vestigated, although  there  is  a  large  mass  of  papers  in  the  English 
records  bearing  on  it.  This  trade  not  only  seriously  hampered  British 
naval  operations  in  the  West  Indies,  but  also  raised  the  price  of  provisions 
on  the  continent  to  such  a  degree  that  Amherst  had  difficulty  in  provis- 
ioning his  army  and  had  even  to  import  from  Europe  for  this  purpose. 
One  of  the  means  adopted  for  stopping  this  illegal  trade  was  the  enforce- 
ment during  the  war  of  the  Molasses  Act  of  1733  ;  and  this  enforcement 
directly  led  to  the  difficulties  in  Massachusetts  about  the  *  *  writs  of 
assistance."  This  trade  in  turn  led  directly  to  the  orders  for  the  stricter 
enforcement  of  the  laws  of  trade,  and  to  the  changes  in  policy  inaugur- 
ated by  the  law  of  1764.     Again,  some  account  should  be  given  of  the 
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gnidging  support  afforded  by  the  colonies  as  a  whole  during  the  Seven 
Years'  War  and  the  subsequent  Indian  conspiracy.  It  was  this  that  led 
to  the  proposals  of  Dinwiddie»  Shirley,  Braddock  and  others  for  taxing 
the  colonies  in  1 755.  These  subjects  are  either  ignored  or  inadequately 
treated  by  Howard.  Further,  the  activity  of  the  English  government 
after  1763  in  its  efforts  to  secure  greater  imperial  control  is  not  studied 
in  all  its  manifestations.  As  it  was  this  activity,  at  a  time  when  the 
colonies  least  needed  the  mother-country's  protection,  that  led  directly 
to  the  ultimate  separation,  these  omissions  are  important.  The  policy 
towards  the  Indians  and  the  efforts  to  regulate  the  Indian  trade  should 
be,  but  are  not  discussed.  Then  something  should  be  said  of  the  at 
tempts  to  collect  the  Greenwich  Hospital  dues  in  America.  This  was 
unquestionably  a  source  of  friction.  Thus  in  1763  the  principal  de- 
puty-receiver of  these  dues  in  America  wrote  to  England,  *•  great 
clamours  have  arisen  against  me  for  the  measures  I  am  taking  for  a 
more  exact  Collection  of  the  Duty"  (Admiralty  Papers,  Greenwich 
Hospital,  Misc.  Various,  131.) 

Howard  belongs  to  that  group  of  writers  who  fail  to  recognize  that 
the  desire  of  a  community  for  complete  self-government  may  be  inde- 
pendent of  the  question  whether  or  not  the  outside  control  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  dependent  community.  He  does  not  realize,  that  the 
mother-country  and  the  colonies  were  each,  from  the  respective  stand- 
point adopted,  pursuing  legitimate  ends,  and  that  the  Revolution  was 
due  as  much  to  a  misunderstanding  of  English  aims  by  the  colonists  as 
to  English  misunderstanding  of  colonial  conditions.  Hence  his  attitude 
is  strongly  partisan,  and  he  uncritically  adopts  American  statements  and 
ignores  or  belittles  those  from  English  sources.  This  leads  to  a  dis- 
tinctly distorted  account  of  English  policy.  Thus  he  discusses  in  detail 
the  objections  of  the  clergy  to  the  Virginia  **  twopenny  act "  of  1758, 
and  entirely  fails  to  realize  that  the  most  fundamental  imperial  relations 
were  involved  in  this  act.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  fact  that  this 
law  directly  affected  English  merchants  trading  to  Virginia  by  making 
their  outstanding  contracts  in  the  colony  null  and  void,  and  that  it  was 
their  complaints  as  much  as  those  of  the  clergy  which  led  to  the  disal- 
kywance  of  the  law  in  England.  (Board  of  Trade,  Virginia  26,  X  67;^) 
It  certainly  misrepresents  Great  Britain's  attitude  to  say,  in  connection 
with  this  disallowance,  that  **  a  royal  prerogative  which  absolutely  de- 
nied to  the  colonists  the  privilege  of  self-help  through  legislation  even 
of  temporary  force  was  fast  becoming  intolerable."  Then  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  justifiable  to  contrast  the  morals  of  the  Medmenham  Abbey' 
fet  in  England  with  those  of  John  Adams,  as  if  either  were  typical  of 
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the  respective  communities.  In  his  treatment  of  the  slave-trade  How- 
ard also  shows  a  strong  bias.  In  view  of  Great  Britain's  attitude 
toward  slavery  in  Georgia,  where  the  colonists  forced  the  mother-coun- 
try to  sanction  the  institution,  the  general  statement  that  attempts  to 
restrain  slavery  were  frowned  upon  in  Great  Britain  should  be  modified  ; 
and  there  is  no  justification  for  the  statement  regarding  the  Virginians 
(p.  90)  that  **they  objected  to  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative,  not 
primarily  because  the  king  was  forcing  upon  them  a  traffic  which  they 
abhorred,  but  because  they  believed  their  welfare  was  being  sacrificed 
in  the  interest  of  British  merchants."  The  attitude  of  England  and  of 
the  colonies  towards  slavery  is  not  correctly  represented,  though  there 
is  abundant  material  from  which  the  truth  can  be  ascertained.  The 
governors  were  instructed  not  to  agree  to  laws  unposing  duties  on 
negroes  imported,  unless  these  duties  were  made  payable  by  the  pur- 
chasers and  not  by  the  importers.  The  instruction  arose  from  a  com- 
plaint of  the  English  slave-traders  that  on  account  of  duties  made  pay- 
able by  the  importer  an  excessive  amount  of  capital  was  required  in  the 
trade.  Some  colonial  laws  were  repealed  in  England  because  they  vio- 
lated this  instruction,  and  others  because  the  duty  was  so  high  that  the 
English  government  feared  it  would  raise  the  cost  of  production  in  the 
colonies  and  ultimately  hurt  them  in  competition  with  the  foreign  col- 
onies. Yet  in  general,  with  but  slight  interruptions,  all  the  plantation 
colonies  on  the  continent  levied  duties  on  the  importation  of  negroes 
with  the  full  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  mother-country.  These 
duties  were  levied  primarily  for  revenue  purposes,  and  also  partly 
because  the  great  increase  in  the  slave  population,  it  was  feared,  por- 
tended a  slave  insurrection  like  the  rather  formidable  and  protracted 
one  in  Jamaica.  There  was,  however,  another  reason  for  the  enact- 
ment of  such  laws — ^namely ,  to  protect  the  colonial  industry  of  breeding 
slaves.  In  1760  the  Virginia  assembly  reduced  the  import  duty  on 
slaves ;  the  burgesses  passed  the  law  by  only  one  vote.  The  contest  on 
this  occasion,  as  Fauquier  informed  the  Board  of  Trade,  was 

between  the  old  Setders  who  have  bred  great  Quantity  of  Slaves  and  w«  make 
a  Monopoly  of  them  by  a  Duty  v^  they  hoped  would  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tion; and  the  rising  Generation  who  want  Slaves,  and  don't  care  to  pay  the 
Monopolists  for  them  at  the  price  they  have  lately  been  w^  was  exceedingly 
high  [Board  of  Trade,  Virginia  27,  Y  8.] 

Ihe  Virginia  law  of  1760  distinctly  says  that  the  duties  were  reduced 
because  they  were  found 

very  burthensome  to  the  lair  purchaser,  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  settle- 
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ment  and  improvement  of  the  lands  in  this  colony,  introductive  of  many 
frauds,  and  not  to  answer  the  end  thereby  intended,  inasmuch  as  the  same 
prevents  the  importation  of  slaves,  and  thereby  lessens  the  fund  arising  from 
the  duties  upon  slaves  [Hening,  vii,  357,  chapter  i,  1760.] 

The  following  year  Virginia  still  further  reduced  these  duties  (Hening 
▼iif  383,  chapter  i,  1761).  In  spite  of  these  facts  Howard  says  (p.  89) 
that  "in  1761  several  acts  of  the  Virginia  legislature,  raising  the  duty 
on  imported  slaves,  were  vetoed  by  the  cro^n  ;  "  and  it  is  in  connec- 
tion with  these  imaginary  disallowances  that  he  makes  the  above-quoted 
unjustifiable  remarks  about  Virginia's  objection  to  the  royal  preroga- 
tives,  Virginia's  abhorrence  for  the  slave-trade  and  the  sacrifice  of 
Virginia's  interests  to  those  of  British  merchants.  It  is  hardly  possible 
to  conceive  of  a  more  complete  misrepresentation  of  the  facts. 

The  work  of  Howard  is  of  an  entirely  different  character  from  that  of 
Greene.  Whereas  the  latter  relies  to  a  great  extent  on  the  published 
records,  this  work  is  mainly  based  on  the  monographic  literature  and 
on  general  treatises,  such  as  those  of  Bancroft,  Lecky  and  Trevelyan. 
To  a  marked  degree  it  is  composed  of  duly  acknowledged  excerpts 
frcxn  such  works,  and  hence  the  conclusions  arrived  at  are  not  very 
convincing.  There  are  also  marked  signs  of  haste,  and  consequently  a 
number  of  careless  statements.  Thus  Howard  says  '<  already,  in  1730, 
Montesquieu  had  prophesied  that  because  of  the  laws  of  navigation  and 
trade  England  would  be  the  first  nation  abandoned  by  her  colonies  ' ' 
(p.  18).  This  tends  to  support  Howard's  thesis  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
okl  colonial  system,  and  is  surprising  in  view  of  Montesquieu's  approval 
of  the  principles  of  that  system  (</.  Jaubert,  Montesquieu  Mconomiste^ 
p.  95).  What  Montesquieu  actually  said  is  an  entirely  different  thing. 
In  one  of  his  detached  remarks  in  his  Notes  sur  P  Angieterre  (ed.  1827 , 
voL  vi,  p.  339)  he  says :  **  Je  ne  sais  pas  ce  qui  arrivera  de  tant  d* 
habitans  que  Ton  envoie  d'  Europe  et  d'  Afrique  dans  les  Indes  occi- 
dentales ;  mais  je  crois  que  si  quelque  nation  est  abandonn^  de  ses 
colonies  cela  commencera  par  la  nation  anglaise."  Then  a  letter  is 
quoted  (p.  31)  as  written  by  George  Grenville  to  show  the  writer's 
"  naive  and  unblushing  methods  of  corruption."  It  would  be  an  im- 
portant reversal  of  general  opinion  to  show  this,  for  Burke's  estimate, 
that  Grenville  was  a  public-spirited,  hard-working  statesman  whose 
ambition  was  '*  to  raise  himself,  not  by  the  low  pimping  politicks  of  a 
court,  but  to  win  his  way  to  power  through  the  laborious  gradations  of 
publick  service  "  (Speech  on  American  Taxation)  is  accepted  even  by 
Bancroft,  who  calls  him  **  a  model  of  integrity  "  (ten  volume  edition, 
vol.  V,  p.  99),  and  by  all  other  students  of  the  period.     The  letter 
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quoted  turns  out  to  be  written  by  Henry  Fox  (Walpolc,  Memoirs  of 
George  III^  vol.  i,  p.  169).  On  page  23  Howard  tells  us  that  the  Irish 
linen  industry  was  discouraged  by  England.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Great 
Britain  encouraged  the  industry  by  a  system  of  bounties  under  which 
the  quantity  of  Irish  linens  exported  from  Great  Britain  entitled  to  such 
bounties  increased  from  40,907  yards  in  1743  to  2,588,564  yards  in 
1763,  and  the  total  number  of  yards  exported  from  Ireland  increased  in 
the  same  years  from  6,058,041  to  16,013,105  (Murray,  Commercial 
Relations  of  England  and  Ireland^  pp.  128-130).  Then  although 
Howard  mentions  Bancroft's  disregard  of  the  ethics  of  quotation  marks, 
he  quotes  from  him  an  extract  of  a  despatch  from  Shirley  without  look- 
ing up  the  original,  which  is  in  the  America  and  West  Indies  series, 
bundle  82.  Unfortunately  Bancroft's  extract  omits  some  significant 
words,  and  besides  it  is  given  without  the  context,  with  the  result  that 
Shirley  is  misrepresented.  *'  Removed  '*  for  •'  renewed  **  on  page  135, 
first  line,  is  obviously  a  misprint.  The  statement  (p.  41)  as  to  the 
number  of  slaves  imported  into  the  continental  colonies,  1733  to  1766, 
is  very  inaccurate ,  and  in  addition  no  appreciation  is  shown  of  the  ^t 
that  the  slave  trade  to  the  West  Indian  colonies  was  far  larger  {han  to 
those  on  the  continent.  The  statement  that  up  to  1761  **  the  pro- 
vincial judiciary  had  in  fact  enjoyed  the  same  security  of  tenure  "  as  in 
England  (p.  85 )  is  diametrically  opposed  to  the  facts.  The  colonial 
judges  in  general  were  dependent  on  the  crown,  and  also  on  the  as- 
semblies for  their  salaries,  and  there  were  instances  of  undue  influence 
from  both  sides. 

Though  there  is  a  distinct  difference  in  the  quality  of  these  two  books, 
they  both  emphasize  the  necessity  of  a  broader  and  more  catholic  view 
in  treating  the  colonial  period  of  American  history.  Even  more  than 
this  do  they  emphasize  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  study  of  the  manu- 
script records  in  England.  The  neglect  of  these  indispensable  sources 
by  American  scholars  is  in  part  due  to  their  location,  though  this  diffi- 
culty is  by  no  means  an  insuperable  one.  It  is,  however,  a  disadvan- 
tage which  is  now  gradually  being  overcome  by  such  publications  as  the 
Georgia  records,  but  which  can  be  completely  removed  only  when  an 
exact  copy  of  this  huge  mass  of  material  is  lodged  in  Washington.  Of 
this  work,  fortunately,  a  beginning  has  been  made,  but  the  task  is  of 
such  magnitude  and  importance  that  it  requires  and  deserves  the  sup- 
port of  the  national  govenmient. 

George  Louis  Beer. 

New  York  City. 
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Colonial  Administration,  By  PAUL  S.  Reinsch,  Professor  of 
Political  Science  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  New  York,  The 
Macmillan  Company,  1905. — ^viii,  422  pp. 

Territories  and  Dependencies  of  the  United  States,  Their  Gov- 
emmeni  and  Administration.  By  Wiluam  Franklin  Willoughby, 
Treasurer  of  Porto  Rico.  New  York,  The  Century  Company,  1905. 
— «,  334  pp. 

Dr.  Reinsch's  book  is  a  companion  volume  to  his  work  on  Colonial 
Government  published  in  1902  as  a  part  of  •*  The  Citizen's  Libiary." 
The  title  Colonial  Administration  which  he  has  given  to  the  present 
volume  is  somewhat  misleading,  for  the  book  is  devoted  to  colonial 
policy.  It  has  hardly  a  word  to  say  as  to  governmental  or  administra- 
tive institutions,  which  were  treated  with  a  considerable  degree  of  ful- 
ness in  the  former  work.  The  present  volume  is  devoted  to  a  consid- 
eration, largely  from  the  view-point  of  the  dependency,  of  the  policy 
which  should  be  followed  by  the  mother  country  towards  its  colonial 
possessions.  There  are  thus  chapters  devoted  to  education,  finance, 
currency  and  banking,  commerce,  communication,  agricultural  and 
industrial  development,  land  policy,  the  labor  question  and  defence 
and  police. 

The  treatment  of  these  special  questions  is  preceded  by  an  admirable 
introductory  chapter,  a  part  of  which  was  read  before  the  International 
Congress  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  St.  Louis  in  1904.  In  this  chapter 
are  to  be  found  the  author's  conclusions  as  to  the  general  policy  which 
colonizing  nations  should  follow  relative  to  their  colonial  possessions. 
These  conclusions,  it  may  be  added,  are  predicated,  as  indeed  is  the 
whole  book,  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  colonial  possessions  under 
consideration  are  to  be  found  in  tropical  regions,  or  at  any  rate  in 
regions  which  are  of  such  a  character  as  not  to  invite  a  large  emigra- 
tion to  them  from  the  mother  country.  In  other  words,  Dr.  Reinsch's 
book  is  not  so  much  a  discussion  of  the  administration  of  colonies  in 
general  as  an  attempt  to  contribute  to  the  solution  of  the  questions 
which  present  themselves  to  colonizing  nations  at  the  present  day. 
Since  almost  all  the  occupation  or  settlement  colonies  either  have 
become  independent  of  the  mother  country  or  have  been  endowed  with 
practical  autonomy ,  these  problems  are  to  be  found  only  in  connection 
with  colonies  occupied  by  an  alien  race  and  one  which,  by  reason  of  its 
backwardness  in  development,  has  been  subjected  to  a  regime  of  polit- 
cal  dependence. 
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The  main  idea  which  Dr.  Reinsch  endeavors  to  emphasize  is  one 
which  is  often  lost  sight  of,  particularly  by  those  who  regard  with  ser- 
iousness the  white  man's  burden.  This  idea  is  that  it  is  not  only  hope- 
less but  cruel  to  attempt  to  impose  our  civilization  and  our  ethical 
notions  upon  peoples  whose  economic,  social  and  industrial  conditions 
are  largely  different  from  our  own.  Dr.  Reinsch  points  out  that,  if 
we  truly  believe,  as  most  of  us  do,  that  our  civilization  is  higher  than 
is  that  of  those  whom  fortune,  duty  or  destiny  has  made  our  wards,  and 
if,  because  of  a  belief  in  the  brotherhood  of  man,  we  take  our  duties 
towards  our  less  fortunate  brothers  seriously,  we  should  do  what  in  us  lies 
to  better  their  economic  condition  and,  on  the  foundation  thus  laid, 
attempt  the  erection  of  the  superstructure  of  a  higher  and  a  better  civ- 
ilization. 

What  Dr.  Reinsch  shows  us,  perhaps  more  clearly  than  anything  else, 
is  that  we  should  not  attempt  to  endow  a  people  whose  economic  con- 
ditions are  primitive  with  an  administrative  and  governmental  system 
suited  only  for  conditions  of  comparative  economic  complexity  and 
supportable  only  by  a  country  whose  economic  resources  are  more 
ample  than  those  usually  found  among  tropical  peoples  not  as  yet 
blessed  with  a  European  government.  It  of  course  follows  from  what 
has  been  said — and  this  is  a  point  which  Dr.  Reinsch  does  not  neglect 
— that  nothing  can  be  more  reprehensible,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  interests  of  both  the  mother  country  and  the  dependency,  than  for 
the  mother  country  deliberately  to  adopt  towards  the  dependency  a 
policy  which  is  actuated  merely  by  the  desire  to  secure  economic  ad- 
vantage from  the  relationship  without  regard  to  its  effects  upon  the  de- 
pendency. 

The  conclusions  set  forth  in  the  introduction  are  reinforced  in  the 
subsequent  chapters  on  special  subjects.  In  these  the  various  methods 
adopted  by  the  colonizing  nations  of  the  present  day  are  set  forth  with 
great  detail. 

While  Dr.  Reinsch's  book  is  devoted,  as  has  been  said,  almost 
exclusively  to  a  consideration  of  the  policy  which  a  colonizing  nation 
should  pursue  towards  its  dependencies,  Mr.  Willoughby's  book 
avowedly  purposes  merely  to  give  the  reader  a  description  of  the 
methods  adopted  by  the  United  States  in  its  attempt  to  govern  the 
various  regions  which  its  policy  of  territorial  expansion  has  brought 
under  its  control.  In  his  preface,  the  author  states  that  he  has  pur- 
posely confined  his  attention  to  institutions  rather  than  policies. 
Within  the  institutions  considered,  he  includes  not  merely  the  central 
institutions  of  the  dependencies  to  which  attention  is  directed ,  but  also 
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their  local  institutions.  Mr.  WiUoughby  regards  local  institutions  as  of  the 
greatest  importance,  on  account  of  the  effect  they  have  on  the  solution 
of  the  problem  which,  according  to  him,  is  the  key  to  the  policy  of 
the  United  States  toward  all  the  lands  which  it  has  in  the  past  sub- 
jected and  is  now  subjecting  to  the  colonial  regime.  This  problem  is 
that  of  preparing  them  for  the  blessings  of  statehood  and  self-govern- 
ment. According  to  Mr.  WiUoughby  this  is  the  mission  which  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  felt  was  theirs  in  acquiring  territory 
and  governing  subject  peoples.  It  foimd  its  first  expression  in  the 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Northwest  territory,  the  first 
document  in  which  we  as  a  people  outlined  our  colonial  policy ,  and  it 
is  reiterated  in  the  proclamations  and  published  documents  of  the 
Philippine  Commission,  which  are  the  most  recent  statements  of  our 
colonial  policy.  This  being  the  case,  Mr.  WiUoughby  contends  that 
our  success  in  our  colonial  experiments  should  not  be  judged  by  the 
test  of  mere  administrative  efficiency,  but  rather  by  the  degree  of 
political  capacity  our  control  of  subject  peoples  has  cultivated  among 
them. 

This  conception  of  our  colonial  policy  is  one  which  is  based  upon 
theoretical  ideas  as  to  the  absolute  brotherhood  of  man,  considered 
apart  from  differences  in  economic  condition.  It  is  derived  from  the 
idea  that  the  colonial  problems  which  are  presented  to  us  now  are  the 
same  which  were  presented  to  our  Others  at  the  time  they  passed  the 
Northwest  ordinance.  It  makes  no  allowance  for  the  differences 
in  climate  and  soil  between  the  territories  to  which  the  Northwest 
ordinance  was  applicable  and  the  new  districts  which  the  fate  of  war 
has  cast  into  our  hands.  Finally ,  it  makes  it  impossible  for  us  to  judge 
our  performance  by  the  standards  adopted  by  other  nations. 

It  may  be,  however,  that  those  in  control  of  the  present  colonial 
policy  of  the  United  States,  of  whose  ideas  Mr.  WiUoughby  may  be  re- 
garded as  an  exponent,  are  right  in  their  view  of  the  policy  which  the 
United  States  shoukl  follow.  The  view  which  they  adopt  is  certainly 
an  exalted  one.  The  experiment,  for  example,  of  educating  our  new 
wards,  which  the  adoption  of  this  view  has  entailed,  is  an  interesting 
one.  No  colonizing  nation  has  ever  attempted  it  before.  Who  there- 
fore can  say  it  is  doomed  to  failure  ?  But  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  point 
out  that  it  seems  to  many  to  involve  putting  the  cart  before  the 
horse — an  arrangement  which,  under  the  ordinary  conditions  of  travel, 
is  not  conducive  to  rapid  and  permanent  progress.  To  many  it  would 
seem  that  elaborate  school  systems  are  supportable  only  where  economic 
conditions  are  not  altogether  primitive,  and  where  the  pecuniary  sacri- 
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fices  which  such  a  policy  imposes  upon  those  who  must  bear  the  buxden 
are  not  so  great  as  to  imperil  the  economic  development  which  under 
ordinary  conditions  is  necessary  for  real  and  lasting  progress.  It  may 
be  our  duty  to  educate  our  less  fortunate  brothers,  but  it  would  seem 
more  in  accord  with  the  dictates  of  altruism  that  we  should  do  this  at 
our  own  expense  rather  than  at  theirs. 

Apart  from  Mr.  Willoughby's  ideas  as  to  the  proper  colonial  policy 
for  the  United  States  to  adopt,  with  which  all  persons  may  not  agree , 
the  book  which  he  has  given  us  is  an  excellent  presentation  of  the  subject. 
It  furnishes  a  clear  and,  for  the  most  part,  accurate  description  of  our 
system  of  government  dependencies.  Some  errors  there  are,  naturally, 
but  they  are  neither  numerous  nor  important.  Thus,  on  page  io8,  the 
supreme  court  of  Porto^  Rico  is  said  to  consist  of  judges  appointed  by 
the  president  for  life  or  good  behavior.  Nothing,  however,  is  said  in 
the  act  of  Congress  establishing  the  present  government  of  Porto  Rico 
(Laws,  1900,  c.  191,  p.  533)  as  to  the  term  or  tenure  of  these  judges, 
but  merely  that  they  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  president  and  the  Sen- 
ate. On  page  217,  the  statement  is  made  that  the  judges  of  courts  of 
first  instance  in  the  Philippines  are  appointed  to  serve  during  good  be- 
havior. This  is  not  the  case.  The  law  (Laws,  1902,  c.  1369,  p.  39) 
merely  provides  that  these  judges  shall  be  appointed  by  the  civil  gov- 
ernor and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Philippine  Commission. 
Finally,  it  must  be  said  that,  when  Mr.  Willoughby  departs  from  the 
task  of  describing  institutions  and  begins  to  discuss  results,  he  is  in- 
clined to  express  unjustifiably  optimistic  views  as  to  the  success  which 
has  attended  the  administration  of  the  United  States  in  Porto  Rico  and 
in  the  Philippines,  particularly  in  the  Philippines.  This  is  perhaps  due 
to  his  general  approval  of  the  altruistic  policy  pursued  by  the  United 
States. 

Apart  from  this  general  tendency  and  from  the  few  errors  which  have 
crept  in,  Mr.  Willoughby  has  given  us  a  valuable  book — ^valuable  not 
only  because  the  material  which  he  has  had  at  his  disposal  has  been  so 
arranged  as  to  fulfill  admirably  the  purpose  of  his  work,  but  also  because 
his  book  is  really  the  only  one  which  treats  at  the  same  time  of  our 
past  colonial  experiments  and  of  the  work  which  we  are  now  endeavor- 
ing to  do  in  the  Orient  and  in  our  own  hemisphere ,  in  the  arctic  regions 
of  Alaska  and  in  the  islands  of  the  southern  seas. 

F.  J.  GOODNOW. 
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Lynch  Law.     By  James  Elbert  Cutler.     New  York,  London 
and  Bombay,  Longmans,  Green  &  Company,  1905. — ^xiv,  287  pp. 

In  the  period  from  1882  to  1903  the  number  of  persons  lynched  in 
the  United  States  has  exceeded  the  number  legally  executed  in  all  but 
four  yeais.  It  is  natural  that  all  sober-minded  citizens  should  regard 
such  a  state  of  afiairs  as  a  national  disgrace,  and  that  the  causes  and 
cure  of  lynching  should  be  widely  discussed.  There  is  hardly  a  popular 
magazine  in  the  country  which  has  not  published  articles  on  the  subject 
in  the  last  decade.  It  can  not  be  said,  however,  that  the  discussion 
has  been  very  fruitful.  Most  of  the  writers  have  apparently  felt  that 
on  such  a  topic  as  this  a  coldly  scientific  attitude  falls  little  short  of 
immorality. 

In  Dr.  Cutler's  study  we  have  at  last  a  thoroughly  scientific  piece  of 
work.  The  author  has  proceeded  in  an  admirable  way  to  set  forth  the 
conditions  under  which  this  social  phenomenon  has  arisen.  In  its 
origin  it  was  the  product  of  frontier  conditions  of  life.  The  pioneers 
who  had  pushed  on  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  regular  courts  had  to 
deal  in  some  way  with  the  problem  of  social  disorder.  The  result  was 
a  type  of  sunmiary  action  against  malefactors  which  may  properly  bb 
called  popular  justice.  In  some  cases,  indeed,  all  the  forms  of  regular 
trial  and  execution  were  adhered  to.  As  the  frontier  receded  courts  of 
law  took  over  the  functions  of  **  regulators  '*  and  **  vigilantes."  But 
among  a  people  who  had  learned  to  dispense  with  the  courts  it  has  not 
been  easy  to  restore  the  reverence  for  law  as  it  exists  in  European 
countries.  The  courts  are  regarded  merely  as  instruments  of  the  popu- 
lar will ;  and  whenever  they  seem  ineffective  the  people  are  prone  to 
take  into  their  own  hands  the  administration  of  justice.  In  old  com- 
mimities  we  have  had  many  examples  of  this  deliberate  usurpation  by  a 
mob  of  the  functions  of  the  courts. 

The  typical  American  lynching  of  to-day  is  the  degenerate  offspring 
of  the  practice  of  popular  justice  of  the  frontier.  It  takes  place  under 
conditions  of  great  popular  excitement,  as  when  the  indignation  aroused 
by  crime  is  exacerbated  by  race  prejudice.  The  deliberate  purpose  of 
suppressing  crime  plays  a  subordinate  part ;  in  its  place  there  arises  a 
primitive  desire  for  vengeance,  which  demands  not  only  the  death  of 
the  accused  but  his  torture. 

In  a  chapter  on  **  Lynch  Law,  1830-1860,"  the  author  points  out 
that  lynch  law,  which  had  practically  fallen  into  disuse,  was  revived 
by  the  anti-slavery  agitation  and  by  the  sporadic  slave  insurrections  of 
the  early  thirties.     In  this  period,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  mob  violence 
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was  directed  against  abolitionists ;  but  negro  crimes  of  the  forms  now 
regarded  as  typical  existed,  and  the  execution  of  the  offenders  by  mobs 
was  not  unusual.  The  lynching  of  negroes  did  not  attain  the  frequency 
of  later  days,  partly  because  of  the  greater  ease  under  slavery  of  restrain- 
ing turbulent  negroes  from  serious  crime,  but  more  especially  because 
of  the  property  stake  in  the  slave.  That  negro  crime  should  increase 
during  the  anarchic  Reconstruction  period  was  inevitable  ;  that  an  ex- 
asperated people,  inured  to  violence  by  the  Civil  war,  should  resort  to 
lynchings  with  ever-increasing  frequency,  was  no  less  inevitable. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  of  Dr.  Cutler's  book,  entitled 
«•  Lynchings,"  gives  statistics  of  lynchings  from  1882  to  1903.  While 
these  statistics  are  not  complete,  they  cover,  in  all  probability,  the 
great  majority  of  cases  and  serve  to  indicate  general  tendencies.  Since 
1892 ,  it  appears,  there  has  been  a  steady  decline  in  the  number  of  per- 
sons lynched.  But  this  decline  is  not  sufficiently  marked  to  warrant 
the  conclusion  that  the  custom  is  dying  out.  In  the  same  chapter  are 
given  a  number  of  excellent  charts,  analyzing  the  statistics  of  lynching 
according  to  race,  season  and  alleged  causes. 

,  Dr.  Cutler  does  not  hold  very  optimistic  views  as  to  the  possibility  of 
abolishing  the  lynching  evil.  The  fundamental  reason  for  its  existence, 
in  the  South  at  any  rate,  is  the  general  feeling  that  a  system  of  criminal 
law  which  has  evolved  under  the  conditions  of  Northern  Europe  is  not 
adapted  to  the  task  of  checking  criminal  tendencies  in  an  inferior  race. 
A  legal  system  which  should  differentiate  between  races,  would,  how- 
ever, accord  very  ill  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions.  Dr.  Cutler 
points  out  the  need  of  such  differentiation,  but  does  not  commit  him- 
self upon  the  question  of  its  practicability. 

Alvin  S.  Johnson. 

General  Sociology.  An  exposition  of  the  main  development  in 
sociological  theory  from  Spencer  to  Ratzenhofer,  By  Albion  W. 
Small.  Chicago,  The  University  of  Chicago  Press,  1905. — xii, 
739  PP- 

In  this  broad-shouldered  volume  the  head  of  the  department  of 
sociology  in  the  University  of  Chicago  puts  forth  the  well-ripened  fruit 
of  more  than  twenty  years  of  labor  in  his  field.  Unlike  the  ambitious 
sociological  thinker,  who  projects  a  system  of  his  own  on  the  basis  of 
some  big  interpretative  idea  that  has  come  to  him ,  Dr.  Small  has  re- 
sisted the  seductions  of  system-building.  He  has  performed  the  hum- 
bler but  more  useful  task  of  surveying,  comparing  and  criticising  the 
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chief  S3rstems— of  making,  as  it  were,  an  inventory  of  the  quick  assets 
of  sociology  at  its  present  stage. 

The  work  comprises  nine  parts  by  no  means  equal  in  importance. 
Part  i,  •*  Introduction,"  discusses  very  fully  the  subject-matter,  defin- 
ition, impulse,  history  and  problems.  The  second  part  presents  Spen- 
cer's system  under  the  title  **  Society  considered  as  a  whole,  composed 
of  definitely  arranged  parts  (structure)."  Spencer's  analysis  is  ac- 
cepted as  true  so  far  as  it  goes.  The  criticism  is  that  he  describes 
rather  than  explains,  compares  such  institutional  exhibits  as  societies 
display  but  neglects  the  process  out  of  which  these  products  rise.  With 
all  his  stress  on  development,  the  great  apostle  of  Evolution  had  but  a 
dim  idea  of  the  forces  that  incessantly  sculpture  institutions  and  urge 
society  from  stage  to  stage. 

After  a  brief  resume  of  Schaffle's  system  comes,  the  meat  of  the  vol- 
ume in  the  two  sections  that  present  the  system  of  Ratzenhofer.  In 
part  iv  society  is  considered  as  *'a  process  of  adjustment  by  conflict 
between  associated  individuals."  Part  v  considers  society  as  ••  a  pro- 
cess of  adjustment  by  cooperation  between  associated  individuals." 
The  author's  unfolding  of  the  German  thinker's  system  is  a  labor  of 
love  and  deserves  heartfelt  thanks.  Now  for  the  first  time  Ratzen- 
hofer's  ideas  are  accessible  in  English.  These  two  hundred  odd  pages 
contain  the  author's  own  constructive  ideas  and  the  reader  who  lacks 
the  time  to  master  the  entire  book  should  devote  himself  to  this  portion. 

Part  vi  aims  to  fix  the  meaning  and  importance  of  a  large  number  of 
concepts  that  come  to  light  in  the  author's  analysis  of  the  social  pro- 
cess. The  last  three  parts  consider  the  social  process  as  **  a  system  of 
psychical  problems,"  ••  a  system  of  ethical  problems  "  and  **  a  system 
of  technical  problems." 

The  book  is  not  easy  reading,  partly  because  couched  in  the  vocabu- 
lary of  philosophy  but  chiefly  because  the  thought  is  profound.  Some 
parts,  however,  are  over-amplified  and  the  work  could  be  cut  down  a 
quarter  without  sacrificing  anything  essential.  The  author  preserves 
throughout  the  impartiality  of  the  scientist.  Indeed  aloofness  is  carried 
rather  far  when  he  says  (p.  311)  :  "  Genuine  sociology  has  no  vocation 
as  a  contestant  in  the  arena  where  hostile  interests  struggle  for  division 
of  material  goods."  Why  should  not  the  sociologist,  besides  elabor- 
ating pure  science,  throw  his  influence  on  the  side  of  those  groups 
whose  victory  will  most  promote  general  and  permanent  interests  as 
distinct  from  special  and  transient  interests?  Why  not  align  himself 
with  whatever  makes  for  national  and  racial  longevity? 

In  this  careful  survey  few  of  the  problems  that  perplex  the  builder  of 
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sociology  miss  their  due  formula  and  place.  Many  pitfalls,  quicksands 
and  obstructions  to  which  the  earlier  thinkers  were  cheerfully  oblivious 
are  charted.  One  big  problem,  however,  is  overlooked,  namely,  the 
causes  and  phases  of  the  evolution  of  human  wants.  The  gradual 
passage  from  conflict  to  cooperation  hinges  partly  on  the  metamorphosis 
of  the  **  interests  "  that  actuate  man.  Back  of  social  evolution  lies  the 
development  of  personality.  This  arch-mystery  is  the  greatest  enigma 
that  sociologists  have  to  solve. 

Sociology,  as  our  author  sees  it,  does  not  appropriate  the  subject 
matter  of  other  sciences.  There  is  no  poaching  on  anthropology, 
economics,  comparative  jurisprudence  or  science  of  religion.  Politics 
and  ethics  are  trenched  on,  indeed,  but  they  have  their  foundations  in 
the  social.  Sociology  is  <*  the  science  of  the  social  process,"  that  is, 
"  the  incessant  reaction  of  persons  prompted  by  interests  that  in  part 
conflict  with  the  interests  of  their  fellows,  and  in  part  comport  with  the 
interests  of  others."  In  insisting  that  men  unite  or  divide  according 
as  their  interests  harmonize  or  clash,  Dr.  Small  seems  to  neglect  the 
sympathies  and  antipathies  that  flow  from  awareness  of  resemblance  or 
difference.  To  be  sure,  he  does  not  mean  merely  material  interests, 
and  we  may,  if  we  choose,  see  in  the  mutual  repulsion  of  color  races  a 
clash  of  aesthetic  •*  interests."  For  my  own  part,  I  prefer  to  keep  that 
useful  term  **  consciousness  of  kind." 

The  author  harbors  no  illusions  as  to  the  standing  of  his  subject,  and 
his  moderation  must  disarm  critics.     He  thinks  that 

while  sociologfy  up  to  date  can  show  comparatively  little  in  the  way  of  ab- 
solutely new  knowledge  about  society,  it  has  accumulated  a  wealth  of  per- 
ception about  the  value  of  different  portions  of  knowledge,  and  about  ways 
in  which  knowledge  of  society  must  be  tested  and  organized  [p.  64]. 

Dr.  Small  rides  no  hobby  and  his  book  betrays  no  one-sidedness. 
Whoever  reads  it  attentively  will  see  taking  shape  the  sociology  that  is  to 
be.  The  volume  is  another  gratifying  evidence  that  the  lines  followed 
by  the  chief  workers  of  to-day  converge.  They  are  so  rapidly  coming 
to  agreement  as  to  scope,  problems,  methods  and  concepts  of  the  new 
science  that  henceforth  the  thing  for  them  to  do  is  to  get  out  into  his- 
tory, ethnography  and  statistics  and  bring  in  answers  to  set  problems. 
What  sociology  needs  is  body. 

Edward  Alsworth  Ross. 

Thr  University  of  Nebraska. 
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Sociological  Papers.  By  FRANCIS  Galton,  E.  Westermarck, 
P.  Geddes,  E.  Durkheim,  Harold  H.  Mann  and  V.  V.  Branford. 
With  an  introductory  address  by  James  Bryce.  Published  for  the 
Sociological  Society.  London  and  New  York,  Macmillan  &  Co., 
1905. — 280  pp. 

This  first  annual  product  of  the  meetings  of  the  Sociological  Society 
of  England  has  not  only  an  intrinsic,  but  also  a  historical — one  might 
say  an  archaeological  interest.  It  is  interesting,  even  to  those  who  do 
not  hold  strictly  to  a  culture-epoch  theory,  to  observe  that  the  discus- 
sions in  the  intellectual  England  of  1904  upon  the  nature  of  sociology 
and  its  place  as  a  science  parallel  those  of  the  sociological  America 
or  France  of  a  decade  or  even  two  decades  previous.  Intrinsically, 
the  scope  of  the  offering  is  significant  of  an  attempt  to  combine  theo- 
retical and  practical  work.  Thus  Branford  specifically  defines  the 
sociological  purpose  as  twofold  : 

The  first  of  these  two  purposes  is  a  speculative  one — ^the  understanding  and 
interpreting  of  that  unveiling  process  or  drama  of  social  evolution,  in  which 
we  arc  all  interested  as  spectators  and  as  participants.  The  second  pur- 
pose is  practical — the  utilization  of  our  knowledge,  gathered  and  unified 
from  its  manifold  sources,  for  the  directing,  as  far  as  may  be,  and  in  part 
controlling,  of  this  evolutionary  process  [p.  1 5] . 

The  history  and  methodology  of  sociology  are  represented  in  the 
characteristically  large-minded  introduction  of  President  James  Bryce, 
in  papers  by  Mr.  Branford,  Professor  Durkheim  and  M.  Fauconnet. 
**  Pioneer  Researches  in  Borderland  Problems  **  include  Westermarck *s 
paper  on  "The  Position  of  Woman  in  Early  Civilization,"  particularly 
instructive  to  those  who,  familiar  with  this  writer's  previous  work,  ob- 
serve in  this  paper  his  insistence  upon  the  insecurity  of  our  knowledge 
of  primitive  civilization  and  the  dangers  of  dogmatizing.  Mr.  Mann's 
"  Life  in  an  Agricultural  Village  in  England  '*  emphasizes  the  needs  of 
the  rural  community,  impoverished  economically  and  spiritually  by 
emigration  to  the  cities. 

The  opening  paper  by  Mr.  Branford  **  On  the  Origin  and  Use  of  the 
Word  Sociology,"  attempts  to  determine  the  true  scope  and  aim  of 
sociological  studies  by  classifying  the  studies  and  classifications  which 
already  exist.  This  is  a  good  beginning.  There  are  too  many  con- 
flicting ideas  in  the  field  of  sociological  definition  and  classification  for 
any  new  one  to  gain  predominance.  What  is  now  needed  is  determin- 
ation of  the  criterion  according  to  which  definitions  should  be  made. 
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Another  paper  by  Mr.  Branford  (pp.  200  etseq.)  emphasizes  the  need 
for  classifying  and  interrelating  ** sociological  specialisms"  ;  and  he  does 
well  to  emphasize  that  this  interrelating  is  not  only  a  logical  process  of 
showing  connection  between  different  aspects  of  social  phenomena,  but 
a  practical  process  of  relating  different  vocations  in  the  most  useful 
way.  The  specialist  interpreter  of  society,  whether  his  standpoint  be 
that  of  economics,  jurisprudence  or  religion,  will  find  small  comfort  in 
this  or  Professor  Durkheim's  critical  analysis  of  **  the  more  conspicuous 
of  existing  imperfections  **  due  to  the  specialist  sciences  (p.  199).  The 
discussion  of  Durkheim's  and  Branford 's  papers  is  in  some  respects  the 
most  important  part  of  this  volume,  including  names  of  eminence  in 
almost  every  social  science  and  constituting  an  exceptionally  valuable 
cross-section  of  present  opinion  upon  sociology. 

On  the  practical  side,  Galton's  notable  article  on  •«  Eugenics"  is 
already  familiar  to  readers  of  the  Atmrican  Journal  of  Sociology.  The 
subsequent  discussion  illustrates  an  almost  incomprehensible  ignorance, 
even  on  the  part  of  physicians,  of  the  results  of  statistical  science  in  the 
fields  of  biology  and  heredity. 

It  is  characteristic  how  practical  a  turn  so  apparently  theoretical  a 
matter  as  heredity  has  taken  in  the  hands  of  the  English  school  founded 
and  led  by  Galton.  Professor  Geddes's  paper,  **  Civics  as  Applied 
Sociology,"  is  rather  less  satisfactory  in  this  respect.  He  surveys  the 
city,  giving  us  the  geographical  panorama  of  the  seaside  industrial 
centre,  with  its  tributary  areas  of  lowland,  upland  and  highland.  He 
outlines  further  the  historical  development  of  the  city  and  suggests  the 
significance  of  evolution  in  every  present  condition  of  urban  life,  both 
of  the  city  as  a  collective  unit  and  of  the  citizen  himself.  Such  a 
breadth  of  view  is  in  itself  stimulating,  but  it  is  not  well  to  assume  that 
from  a  historical  survey,  or  through  the  historical  sense,  can  be  gained 
the  essential  conceptions  by  which  the  future  of  the  city  may  be  con- 
sciously shaped.  Professor  Geddes's  practical  conclusions  do  not  justify 
his  affirmative  answer  to  his  own  question  : 

May  its  coming  social  developments  not  be  discerned  by  the  careful  ob- 
server in  germs  and  buds  already  formed  or  forming,  or  deduced  by  the 
thinker  from  sociological  principles?  I  believe  in  large  measure  both 
[p.  115]. 

The  social  indications  and  tendencies  given  by  knowledge  of  past  and 
present  conditions  are  only  possibilities  of  the  future ;  the  actual  future 
condition  will  be  due  to  some  interaction  of  these  tendencies,  which 
the  efforts  of  our  generation  can  in  some  degree  consciously  direct. 
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History  is  obviously  fruitful  in  suggestions ;  Professor  Geddes  implies 
that  it  can  also  offer  the  ideal  which,  once  attained,  we  shall  use  as  a 
test  for  estimating  tendencies  and  directing  our  own  energies. 

Michael  M.  Davis,  Jr. 
Niw  York  Oty. 


Amerika  und  die  Handelsvertragspolitik.     Von  Max  Schippel, 
Berlin,  Verlag  des  Sozialistischen  Monatshefte,  1906. — 133  pp. 

The  adoption  by  Gennany  of  a  new  tariff,  which  is  to  take  effect 
March  i ,  1906,  and  the  threatened  tariff  war  between  that  country  and 
the  United  States  have  given  rise  to  a  flood  of  literature  on  the  subject. 
The  question  of  the  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries  has 
been  diligently  discussed  in  all  its  phases  in  newspaper  articles,  maga- 
zine reviews  and  books  since  the  beginning  of  the  century,  when  the 
revision  of  the  German  tariff  got  well  under  way.  Unfortunately  it 
must  be  admitted  that  the  German  statesmen,  business  men,  economic 
and  political  writers  have  displayed  a  far  more  accurate  and  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  American  aspect  of  the  problem  than  American 
writers  have  displayed  in  regard  to  the  German  point  of  view. 

Herr  Schippel's  contribution  to  the  discussion  of  this  important 
problem  now  confronting  the  two  nations  is  decidedly  one  of  the  most 
mature  that  have  so  &r  appeared.  In  it  the  Socialist  member  of  the 
German  Reichstag  and  author  of  Zuckerproduktion  and  Grundzuge  det 
Handelspolitik  undertakes  to  review  the  commercial  policy  of  the 
United  States,  and  he  arrives  at  some  startling  conclusions,  which  are 
diametrically  opposed  to  accepted  ideas  on  the  subject.  The  most  im- 
portant and  original  part  of  the  work  is  contained  in  chapters  iii  and  iv, 
devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the  principle  of  most-favored-nation  treat- 
ment as  applied  in  the  United  States. 

That  the  United  States  has  a  distinct  and  original  interpretation  of 
the  most-^vored-nation  clause  in  commercial  treaties  has  been  a  well 
settled  conclusion,  accepted  by  jurists,  economists  and  statesmen,  both 
in  the  United  States  and  in  foreign  countries.  Whatever  difference  of 
opinion  has  existed  on  the  subject  was  only  as  to  the  relative  merits  of 
the  European  and  American  interpretations.  It  remained  for  Herr 
Schippel  to  discover  that  the  alleged  American  interpretation,  universally 
believed  to  date  from  the  rise  of  the  American  nation,  is  of  but  recent 
origin,  and  is  in  violation  of  our  early  commercial  treaties,  some  of  which 
axe  still  in  force,  notably  that  of  1828  with  Prussia. 

Herr  Schippel   reproduces   the   two  clauses    usually  appearing  in 
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Amencan  commercial  treaties,  which  he  designates  as  clause  A  and  B 
respectively. 

A.  No  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  imposed  on  the  importation  into 
the  United  States,  of  any  article,  the  produce  or  the  manufiacture  of  Prussia 
....  than  are,  or  shall  be,  payable  on  the  like  article,  being  the  produce 
or  manufacture  of  any  other  foreign  country  [art.-  5  of  the  American  treaty 
with  Prussia]. 

B.  If  either  party  shall,  hereafter,  grant  to  any  other  nation,  any  partic- 
ular favor  in  navigation  or  commerce,  it  shall  inmiediately  become  common 
to  the  other  party,  freely,  where  it  is  freely  granted  to  such  other  nation, 
or  on  yielding  the  same  compensation,  when  the  grant  is  conditional  [art. 
9  of  the  American  treaty  with  Prussia] . 

The  well  known  American  interpretation  of  these  two  clauses  is,  that 
clause  6  has  a  modifying  effect  on  clause  A,  so  that  any  reduction  of 
duties  granted  by  the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country,  on  a  basis  of 
reciprocity,  cannot  be  extended  to  another  country,  except  upon  the 
granting  of  equivalent  concessions  by  the  country  desiring  to  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  the  reduced  rates  of  duty.  This  is  contrary  to  the  European 
practice ,  by  which  any  reduction  of  duties  or  any  other  ^vor  in  com- 
merce granted  to  one  nation  is  unconditionally  extended  to  all  nations 
entitled  to  most-favored-nation  treatment. 

Herr  Schippel,  in  an  elaborate  argument,  supported  by  abundant 
reference  to  early  American  diplomatic  and  commercial  history,  tries  to 
prove  that  the  American  statesmen  who  drew  the  early  commercial 
treaties  containing  the  clauses  cited  could  not  possibly  have  intended 
that  clause  B  should  modify  clause  A.  Clause  A  distinctly  speaks  of 
duties,  and  duties  only.  It  further  states  explicitly  that  **  no  higher  or 
other  duties  shall  be  imposed  .  .  .  than  are  or  shall  be  "  levied  on  the 
products  of  any  other  foreign  country,  making  the  application  of  the 
lowest  duties  in  existence  most  absolute,  sweeping  and  unconditional. 
Clause  B  introduces  the  conditional  application  of  the  most-fcivored- 
nation  clause  in  regard  to  **  any  particular  favor  in  navigation  or  com- 
merce,'' Herr  Schippel  believes  that  in  speaking  of  favors  in  naviga- 
tion or  commerce  our  early  statesmen  had  in  mind  the  ntunerous 
matters  relating  to  shipping,  port  charges,  the  consular  system,  etc.^ 
all  of  which  were  of  &r  greater  importance,  in  our  author's  opinion, 
than  questions  of  duties.^    The  matter  of  customs  duties  was  not  of 

'  This  view  was  advanced  also  by  Chancellor  von  Billow  in  a  speech  before  the 
Reichstag  in  the  session  of  1898-99.  (See  Stenographische  Berichte  des  Deutschcn 
Reichstags,  vol.  7,  p.  789). 
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sofficiently  great  importance  at  that  time,  Herr  Schippel  contends,  and 
tariff  treaties,  such  as  we  have  to-day,  were  unknown.  Herr  Schippel 
handles  his  historical  material  with  such  skill  as  to  make  out  a  strong 
case. 

Setting  aside  the  question  of  commercial  expediency  and  ethical 
justification  for  the  respective  American  and  European  interpretations, 
however,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  early  American  statesmen  meant  to 
make  clause  A  absolute  and  unconditional.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
enter  here  into  an  elaborate  argument  on  this  point,  but  one  historical 
reference  to  our  first  treaty  which  contained  the  two  clauses  may  be  of 
interest  as  tending  to  disprove  Herr  Schippel's  theory.  The  treaty  in 
question  was  concluded  with  France  in  1778.  In  1792  Jefferson,  in 
his  capacity  of  secretary  of  state,  reporting  to  the  president  on  the 
negotiations  with  Spain  for  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation,  ex- 
pressed himself  against  granting  any  special  reduction  of  duties  to 
Spanish  products  for  the  following  reason : 

If  we  grant  favor  to  the  wines  and  brandies  of  Spain,  Portug^  and  France 
will  demand  the  same  ;  and,  in  order  to  create  an  equivalent,  Portugal  may 
lay  a  duty  on  our  fish  and  grain,  and  France  a  prohibition  on  our  whale  oil, 
the  removal  of  which  will  be  proposed  as  an  equivalent.' 

This  passage,  which  incidentally  shows  that  the  American  and  European 
statesmen  of  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  were  acquainted  with  the 
art  of  juggling  with  tariff  rates,  which  Herr  Schippel  seems  to  regard  as 
an  invention  of  twentieth  century  statesmen,  clearly  proves  that  our  first 
secretary  of  state  regarded  clause  B  as  having  a  modifying  effect  on 
clause  A.  While  it  is  true  that  on  some  rare  occasions  departures  from 
this  view  occurred,  the  American  construction  on  the  whole  has  been 
so  uniformly  and  consistently  applied  as  to  have  rightly  earned  its 
title  to  that  name. 

After  all  has  been  said,  however,  on  the  historical  side  of  this  argu- 
ment, the  question  stUl  remains  to  be  answered  on  its  economic  and 
political  merits,  as  to  whether  it  is  best  to  persist  in  an  attitude  not 
shared  by  any  civilized  nation  in  the  world  and  leading  to  commercial 
isolation. 

N.  I.  Stone. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

'  AmericaD  State  Papers,  Foreign  RelatioDs,  vol.  i,  pp.  134,  135. 


1 48  POUTICAL  SCIENCE  QUAR TERL  Y  [Vol.  XXI 

Die  Stahlindustrie  der '  Vereinigten  Staaten  von  Atnerika  in 
ihren  heutigen  Produktions-  und  Absats^Verh'dltnissen,  Von  Dr. 
Hermann  Levy.     Berlin,  Julius  Springer,  1905. — ^x,  364  pp. 

This  book  is  the  most  valuable  study  of  the  American  steel  industry 
that  has  yet  appeared.  The  author,  who  spent  the  year  1904  investi- 
gating the  conditions  here  at  first-hand,  has  tried  to  describe  the  pres- 
ent position  of  our  steel  industiy  and  its  possibilities  as  a  competitor 
in  the  world-market,  and  he  has  performed  his  difficult  task  well.  Dr. 
Levy's  investigations  cover  the  production  of  pig  iron,  steel  ingots , 
rails,  structural  material,  wire  and  tin  plate.  His  study  of  pig  iron  may 
be  taken  as  an  illustration  of  the  method  used. 

First  there  is  given  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  growth  and  westward 
movement  of  the  industiy  from  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  The  past 
and  present  cost  of  producing  ore  and  coke  is  carefully  studied. 
Transportation  rates  and  methods  are  investigated  in  detail,  and  the 
effective  protection  afforded  to  Pittsburg  against  European  and  eastern 
iron  by  the  high  freight  rates  of  the  70's  is  pointed  out.  The  enormous 
cheapening  of  labor  cost  by  better  machinery  and  methods  is  shown, 
and  the  marvelous  savings  due  to  combination  and  integration  are  re- 
duced, as  &r  as  possible,  to  terms  of  dollars  and  cents.  The  effect  of 
the  tariff  on  production  is  judiciously  stated.  All  this  leads  to  a  de- 
tailed study  of  present  costs. 

Next  follows  an  excellent  discusson  of  price-movements  and  the 
forces  causing  them.  The  source  and  character  of  demand,  the  influ- 
ence of  the  tariff  under  various  conditions,  and  the  price  policy  of  the 
great  producers,  are  all  subjected  to  careful  examination.  Thus  we  ob- 
tain a  basis  for  comparing  costs  and  prices  that  develops  many  interest- 
ing results. 

The  same  general  method  is  used  in  discussing  each  of  the  other 
branches  of  production,  the  emphasis  shifting  as  the  case  may  require. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  most  interesting  questions  involved  center 
in  the  tariff  and  the  organization  of  the  industry. 

The  tariff,  as  our  author  shows,  has  widened  the  range  of  fluctuation 
of  prices  by  raising  them  inordinately  in  times  of  brisk  demand,  thus 
stimulating  the  building  of  new  establishments  producing  at  high  cost, 
a  process  which  leads  in  turn  to  over-production  and  the  downward 
plunge  of  prices.  Consequently  we  And  widely  varying  costs  as  be- 
tween different  producers.  The  tariff  enables  the  inefficient  small  pro- 
ducer to  keep  alive  by  guaranteeing  very  high  prices  when  times  are 
good,  and  yet  benefits  the  trust  by  shutting  out  its  efficient  foreign 
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competitor  until  prices  have  overtopped  the  foreign  cost  plus  freight 
and  duty.  The  tin  plate  industry,  "  the  prize  scholar  of  the  protection 
school,"  receives  a  drubbing  that  ought  to  send  it  home  crying  to  its 
mother — ^to  get  more  protection  pap.  The  whole  discussion  of  the 
tarifif  is  emim^ntly  ^ir  and  judicious,  reminding  one  of  Taussig.  Dr. 
Levy  very  sensibly  concludes  that  the  iron  and  steel  duties  are  no  longer 
necessary  for  developing  our  giant  in&nt  industries,  that  by  artificially 
laising  prices  at  home  they  hamper  exports  and  retaid  the  growth  of 
shipbuilding  and  other  industries  dependent  on  cheap  steel. 

Concerning  organization,  the  results  of  this  study  are  no  less  signifi- 
cant. From  the  standpoint  of  industrial  efficiency,  the  economy  of 
the  integrated  concern  is  abundantly  demonstrated.  The  United 
States  Steel  Corporation  is  credited,  rightly  in  the  judgment  of  the  re- 
viewer, with  producing  steel  more  cheaply  than  any  of  its  competitors. 
Its  advantage  consists  primarily  in  its  control  of  the  best  ore  and  coke 
lands,  and  diminishes  in  those  lines  of  production  where  raw  material 
fonns  a  relatively  small  element  in  cost,  being  least,  perhaps,  in  tin 
plate.  Moreover,  where  tremendous  plant  and  continuous  large  out- 
put are  required,  as  in  rail  manufacture,  competitors  are  few  and  pool- 
ing is  easy ;  hence  the  rail  monopoly.  The  over-capitalization  of  the 
trust  demands  dividends  and  cripples  it  as  a  competitor ;  hence  it  seeks 
a  steady  trade  and  stable  profits  rather  than  war  to  the  death,  even 
though  its  industrial  position  may  be  such  as  to  insure  victory.  The 
discussion  of  the  steel  corporation's  price  policy  shows  the  operation 
of  the  price-making  forces  under  various  conditions  of  quasi-monopoly. 

A  sane  consideration  of  the  United  States  in  the  world  market  brings 
the  book  to  an  end.  For  the  present,  the  tariff  and  the  overcapitali- 
zation of  the  trust  will  keep  us  at  home.  Even  with  these  influences 
removed,  we  shall  not  destroy  our  European  competitors.  With 
cheaper  labor,  they  will  turn  to  the  manufacture  of  highly-finished  pro- 
ducts, for  which  we  shall,  as  heretofore,  furnish  the  raw  materials,  and 
an  international  division  of  labor  will  be  the  result. 

Dr.  Levy  has  not  escaped  without  a  few  errors  of  statement,  but 
most  of  them  are  unimportant.  The  discussion  of  early  freight  rates 
18  unsatisfactory,  and  the  method  of  determining  them  used  on  page  26 
is  wholly  wrong,  but  the  error  does  not  invalidate  the  conclusion  as  to 
the  effective  protection  afforded  by  early  railroad  rates.  In  some  cases 
a  more  definite  indication  of  the  sources  from  which  the  various  statis- 
tical data  are  drawn  would  increase  the  value  of  the  work.  A  tendency 
to  a  rather  uncritical  comparison  of  costs  and  prices  occasionally  ap- 
pears, but  it  may  be  more  apparent  than  real.     A  more  extended  dis- 
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cussion  of  the  southern  iron  situation  would  have  been  welcome.  These 
are,  however,  mere  matters  of  detail,  and  detract  little  from  the  gen- 
eral excellence  of  the  work,  which  will  stand  as  a  careful,  interesting 
and  suggestive  study  of  the  American  steel  industry  in  its  present-day 
relations.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Bureau  of  Corporations,  in  its  in- 
vestigation of  the  industry,  may  see  fit  to  carry  yet  ^rther  many  of  the 
lines  of  inquiry  so  profitably  pursued  in  this  excellent  work. 

Henry  Raymond  Mussey. 
Bryn  Mawr  Collsgb. 

Restrictive  Railway  Legislation,     By  HENRY  S.  Haines.     New 
York,  The  Macmillan  Co.,  1905. — 355  pp. 

This  book  is  the  formal  statement  of  a  course  of  lectures  delivered 
at  the  Boston  University  Law  School,  and  is  characterized  in  conse- 
quence by  a  rapid  survey  of  each  phase  of  railroad  activity  rather  than 
by  an  exhaustive  treatment  of  the  problem  suggested  by  its  title.  The 
latter  half  of  the  discussion  is  confined  to  the  questions  of  rate-making 
and  regulation,  but  the  introductory  chapters  have  to  do  with  the  his- 
tory and  practical  problems  of  incorporation  ^finance,  construction  and 
operation.  This  book  is  valuable  not  because  it  is  a  contribution 
to  our  knowledge  of  railroad  economics,  which  it  is  not,  but  rather 
because  it  presents  the  matured  judgment  of  a  man,  who,  having  en- 
joyed a  rich  experience  as  a  railroad  manager,  now  views  the  question 
from  the  standpoint  of  an  observer. 

It  is  a  pleasure,  in  passing,  to  note  his  condemnation  of  the  voting 
trust  as  a  financial  device,  and  his  plain  speaking  concerning  railroad 
accidents,  which  he  charges  to  the  negligence  of  employees  and  to  ad- 
ministrative mismanagement.  But  in  this  season  of  lively  controversy 
over  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  the  national  government  in  the  matter 
of  railroad  regulation,  we  turn  with  most  interest  to  the  later  chapters, 
and  find  that  the  author  is  to  be  classed  among  the  supporters  of  the 
presidential  policy.  He  feels  that  there  is  no  other  way  to  insure  sub- 
stantial justice  except  to  clothe  the  Commission  with  power  to  fix  a  rate 
for  the  future.  Whether  or  not  this  rate  should  go  into  effect  at  once, 
pending  appeal,  should  be  determined  largely  by  a  consideration  as  to 
where  the  greater  buiden  of  irreparable  damage  would  fall.  If ,  as  is  so 
often  maintained  by  the  railroads,  the  enforcement  of  the  order  would 
seriously  disturb  existing  business  relations  and  affect  rates  over  a  wide 
territory,  there  would  then  in  the  judgment  of  the  writer  be  good 
reason  for  an  ad  interim  suspension  of  the  order.     No  general  rate- 
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making  power  should  be  assumed  by  the  Commission,  which  should 
confine  itself  to  specific  cases  presented  to  it.  He  argues  strongly  for 
the  restoration  by  appropriate  legislation  of  the  validity  of  the  long-  and 
short-haul  clause  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act  and  would  not  permit 
its  suspension  except  where  natural  conditions  create  dissimilar  circum- 
stances, and  he  urges  that  disastrous  rivalry  at  competitive  points 
should  be  avoided  by  the  legalization  of  pooling  contracts.  The  re- 
moval of  existing  inequalities  between  shippers  at  local  and  competitive 
points  is  in  his  opinion  the  main  purpose  to  be  sought  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Interstate  Conunerce  Act. 

But  the  author's  strongest  argument  for  state  regulation  is  found  in 
his  plea  for  the  consumer,  the  one  person  whose  interests  are  imrepre- 
sented  because  he  has  no  legal  standing  in  any  complaint  against  rail- 
road abuses.  This  point  is  so  gften  overlooked  in  discussions  of  the 
question  that  the  author's  own  words  will  bear  quotation  : 

It  is  these  [the  consumers]  who  bear  ultimately  the  cost  of  production,  the 
transportation  charges  and  the  profits  of  the  middlemen,  in  proportion  as 
the  incidence  of  these  burdens  may  be  respectively  determined  by  the 
principle  of  supply  and  demand.  It  is  these  who  are  without  a  voice  in  the 
making  of  rates  on  the  commodities  which  they  consume  and  who  are  in- 
capable of  self-protection  by  reason  of  their  lack  of  organization.  These  it 
is  who  have  a  right  to  claim  that  protection  from  the  state  which  can  alone 
represent  them  when  they  really  need  it;  and  it  is  only  a  question  first  as 
to  what  they  need,  and  then  as  to  the  efficient  means  to  secure  it  for  them. 
On  this  foundation  rests  the  justice  of  state  regulation  of  railroad  rates  and 
the  equitable  mode  of  such  regulation. 

The  book  is  written  in  a  straightforward  manner  and  commends 
itself  as  the  honest  expression  of  a  &ir-minded  student  of  the  railroad 
problem.  The  reviewer  would  take  issue  with  one  assertion  of  the 
writer  arkl  incidentally  enter  a  plea  for  the  economist.  It  is  stated 
that  cost  of  service  is  ^vored  by  most  theorists  as  the  proper  basis  for 
rate-making,  and  that  the  principle  of  charging  what  the  traffic  will 
bear  "  has  never  secured  any  very  generous  recognition  from  theoreti- 
cal rate-makers."  If  by  theorists  the  academic  writers  are  intended, 
this  is  a  manifest  misstatement,  as  the  publications  of  economists  on  the 
railroad  question  for  the  past  decade  will  clearly  show. 

Frank  Haigh  Dixon. 
Dartmouth  Collbcb. 
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Economic  Methods  and  Economic  Fallacies.     By  W.  W.  Car- 
ULE.     London,  Edwin  Arnold,  1904. — ^x,  284  pp. 

Riches  and  Poverty.     By  L.  G.  Chiozza   Money.     London, 
Methuen  &  Co.,  1905. — ^xx,  338  pp. 

It  appears  now  that  the  one  important  outcome  of  the  British  fiscal 
agitation  is  the  reawakening  of  public  interest  in  questions  of  economic 
policy.  The  two  books  under  review  bear  evidence  enough  of  fiscal 
inspiration ;  but  the  questions  they  raise  are  of  far  deeper  significance. 
Both  writers  display  considerable  ^uniliarity  with  economic  principles ; 
neither  shows  much  respect  for  the  refinements  of  recent  theory.  Both 
writers  appeal  to  the  common  sense  of  the  plain  man.  They  are  both 
agreed  that  no  good  can  come  from  the  protectionist  reaction.  But  in 
everything  else  they  disagree.  Mr.  Carlile  is  a  thorough-going  reac- 
tionary. He  is  compelled  to  go  back  to  the  seventeenth  century  to 
find  an  economist  whose  views  are  thoroughly  sound.  As  for  recent 
policies  of  social  reform,  they  are  all  unmitigated  evil.  Mr.  Money, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  an  evolutionary  socialist  of  the  most  advanced 
type.  In  his  view  the  proper  work  for  the  next  generation  is  to  extend 
municipal  trading  to  all  the  important  forms  of  business  enterprise. 

The  first  half  of  Mr.  Carlile 's  book  is  devoted  to  a  criticism  of  mod- 
em economic  theory.  Any  candid  economist  will  admit,  I  suppose, 
that  the  modem  student  is  compelled  to  acquaint  himself  with  a  dis- 
heartening mass  of  difficult  terminology.  Words  which  mean  one  thing 
in  common  speech  mean  quite  another  thing  in  the  economics  of  the 
schools ;  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  some  of  the  most  formidable  con- 
cepts in  economic  literature  correspond  with  nothing  at  all  in  the  realm 
of  ^ts.  Some  economists  have  won  great  reputations  chiefly  through 
translating  commonplaces  into  unintelligible  language.  Mr.  Carlile 
pleads  for  a  retum  to  plain  English.  In  his  view  it  is  not  legitimate  to 
define  capital  or  rent  or  profit  so  as  to  exclude  what  is  ordinarily  meant 
by  those  terms,  or  so  as  to  include  what  the  practical  man  woukl  never 
include.  Where  the  plain  man  differs  from  the  theorist,  he  holds,  the 
plain  man  is  necessarily  right.  That  his  contention  is  not  altogether 
wrong  everyone  will  admit.  Recent  theoretical  tendencies  indicate  in 
many  cases  a  retum  to  popular  economic  conceptions.  But  that  the 
practical  man  has  a  monopoly  of  intelligence  and  is  incapable  of  call- 
ing things  by  wrong  names  seems  a  preposterous  view.  For  example, 
it  is  impossible  to  say,  without  detailed  investigation,  what  the  business 
man  means  by  his  profits ;  one  man  will  include  items  that  another  will 
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exclude.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  Mr.  Carlile  means  by  profit  when 
he  sajTS  tha(  it  is  the  sole  source  of  the  fund  for  the  emplo3rment  of 
labor.  Ambiguity  of  expression  may  do  little  harm  in  practical  affairs ; 
it  renders  scientific  discussion  impossible. 

Because  the  business  man  regards  money  as  unvarying  in  value,  Mr. 
Carlile  is  compelled  to  adopt  a  similar  view.  He  alleges  that  there  is 
a  theory  current  among  economists  that  one  thing  fluctuates  in  value  as 
much  as  another.  '<  Wheat  and  iron  warrants  fluctuate  just  as  much 
and  no  more  than  gilt-edged  securities  or  than  gold  itself"  (p.  139). 
It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  the  names  of  economists  so  innocent 
of  the  world  as  to  hold  to  any  such  view,  but  the  author  fails  to  men- 
tion them.  Can  it  be  that  he  sees  no  difference  between  the  proposi- 
tions, "  all  things  fluctuate  in  value,"  and  **  all  things  fluctuate  equally 
in  value?" 

The  above  is  a  fair  iUustration  of  the  author's  method.  He  selects 
extreme  cases  of  futile  theorizing,  and  forces  upon  the  theories  a  mean- 
ing wholly  foreign  to  anyone's  thinking.  In  many  instances,  accord- 
ingly, where  he  has  really  a  good  case,  his  obvious  un^imess  preju- 
dices the  reader  against  him.  In  the  second  half  of  the  book,  where 
he  discusses  the  protectionist  fallacy,  he  again  weakens  his  case  by 
running  amuck  among  those  whose  views  are  practically  identical  with 
his  own.  Why,  for  example,  should  he  waste  his  energy  in  refuting 
the  notion  that  fluctuations  in  exchange  rates  affect  exports  and  im- 
ports? "The  economists,"  he  says  on  page  324,  **do  not  consider 
how  many  commodities  there  are  that  have  a  definite  market  to  which 
they  go  no  matter  what  the  price  is."  No  doubt  export  of  such  com- 
modities is  but  little  affected  by  the  rate  of  exchange.  Economists 
hold,  however,  that  there  are  some  traders  who  are  in  doubt  as  to 
whether  they  shall  export  certain  commodities  or  sell  them  at  home. 
It  is  only  in  such  cases  that  fluctuations  in  exchange  rates  have  any 
effect  upon  exports.  It  is  worth  noting  that  Mr.  Carlile  uses  the  iden- 
tical method  which  he  decries  when  he  undertakes  to  prove  that  an  im- 
port duty  on  grain  will  raise  the  domestic  price  (p.  254). 

Mr.  Money's  thesis  is  an  okl  one  ;  the  rich  in  England  are  too  rich 
and  the  poor  are  in  an  utterly  hopeless  state.  He  shows  in  a  very  in- 
teresting manner  that  the  English  nation  consists  of  a  vast  mass  of 
desperately  poor  people,  with  a  thin  crust  of  comfortable  and  wealthy 
persons.  According  to  his  calculations,  the  data  for  which  are  con- 
scientiously given,  ;^8 ,300 ,000 ,000  of  the  national  income  is  enjoyed 
by  5,000,000  persons,  the  remaining  ;^8 ,800 ,000 ,000  being  parcelled 
oat  among  38,000,000.  More  than  one-third  of  the  total  national  in- 
come goes  to  one-thirtieth  of  the  population. 
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The  chief  consequence  of  this  "error  in  distribution  "  the  author 
holds,  is  the  centralization  of  the  real  governing  power  in  a  few  hands. 
What  the  working  man  must  do,  whether  he  must  toil  for  noble  or  for 
ignoble  ends,  is  determined  by  the  caprice  of  a  small  and  irresponsible 
class.  "  The  possessors  of  wealth  exercise  the  real  government  of  the 
country,  and  the  nominal  government  at  Westminister  but  timidly 
modifies  the  rule  of  the  rich  "  (p.  127).  The  rule  of  the  rich,  as  the 
author  maintains  and  demonstrates,  to  his  own  satisfaction,  at  least,  is 
hardly  a  beneficent  one. 

To  correct  the  **  error  in  distribution  "  the  author  proposes  a  syste- 
matic endeavor  on  the  part  of  society  to  give  every  child  bom  in  Eng- 
land a  ^ir  chance  in  life.  Wherever  necessary,  he  would  supply  funds 
out  of  the  public  treasury  for  poor  mothers,  to  free  them  from  the 
necessity  of  earning  a  living  when  the  care  of  their  in&nts  requires  all 
their  time  and  strength.  300,000  children  are  bom  in  poverty  every 
year  and,  under  present  circiunstances,  necessarily  have  little  chance  of 
remaining  in  good  physical  condition  through  the  first  weeks  of  life. 
;^3,ooo,ooo  would  go  far  towards  caring  for  the  mothers  and  children 
in  the  period  of  their  greatest  need.  As  the  national  income  from 
profits,  dividends  and  rents  aggregates  ;^9 ,000 ,000 ,000,  the  cost  of 
the  enterprise  seems  moderate. 

The  education  of  the  child  is  hardly  less  important.  What  does 
Great  Britain  do  for  its  children  in  this  respect?  Little  of  practical 
importance.  The  housing  of  the  people  must  also  be  improved,  if  the 
next  generation  is  to  be  worthy  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Money  would  have 
the  nation  loan  money  at  extremely  low  rates — say  one  and  one-half 
per  cent — to  municipalities,  to  be  laid  out  in  a  gigantic  suburban 
homes  scheme.  Private  philanthropy  has  already  amply  demonstrated 
the  feasibility  of  the  plan.  To  finance  these  reforms,  Mr.  Money  sug- 
gests what  appears  to  be  a  rather  moderate  increase  in  the  income  tax 
and  a  decided  increase,  particularly  in  the  case  of  large  estates,  in  the 
death  duties. 

The  book  is  on  the  whole  a  very  interesting  treatment  of  problems 
which  economists  are  disposed  to  avoid.  In  resting  his  hopes  for  re- 
form on  the  improvement  of  conditions  for  those  who  are  yet  to  be 
bom,  Mr.  Money  escapes  the  usual  objection  to  social  reorganization, 
that  the  poorer  classes  of  to-day  do  not  possess  the  characteristics 
requisite  to  thorough-going  economic  democracy. 

A.  S.  Johnson. 
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Der  nationale  Besitzstand  in  Bohmen.  Von  Dr.  Heinrich 
Rauchberg.  Leipzig,  Dimcker  &  Humblot,  1905. — ^Three  volumes  : 
Volume  I,  xvi,  701  pp ;  Volxune  II,  xii,  415  pp. ;  Volume  III,  charts 
and  maps. 

Although  the  expression  ''  der  nationale  Besitzstand  "  is  not  easy  to 
translate,  the  subject  of  Dr.  Rauchberg's  study  is  readily  stated  :  it  is 
the  relative  position  of  the  two  rival  nationalities  in  Bohemia  as  regards 
territory  and  population.  These  volumes,  the  fruit  as  he  tells  us  of 
three  laborious  years,  represent  in  the  main  a  working  over  of  the  re- 
sults of  the  Austrian  census  of  1900,  both  published  and  unpublished ; 
these  are  compared  with  former  census  figures  and  supplemented  by  sta- 
tistics of  movements  of  population,  of  education,  of  land-holding  and 
wages,  together  with  some  special  social  and  industrial  inquiries  made 
ad  hoc. 

To  any  one  feuniliar  with  the  national  conflict  which  rends  Bohemian 
life,  the  ^t  that  the  work  was  undertaken  as  a  commission  from  a 
''  Society  for  the  furtherance  of  German  science,  art  and  literature  in 
Bohemia  "  at  once  suggests  partisanship.  But  though  Dr.  Rauchberg 
is  here,  as  elsewhere,  frankly  pro- German,  and  though  this  inevitably 
determines  his  point  of  view,  the  book  is  a  solid  piece  of  scholarly 
work. 

The  discussion  of  the  situation  of  the  two  classes  of  Bohemian  popu- 
lation— the  German  speaking  and  the  Bohemian  or  Czech  speaking — 
is  taken  up  with  reference  to  the  following  matters :  their  numbers, 
absolutely  and  relatively  considered ;  density,  conditions  of  housing  and 
settlement ;  movement  of  population,  migration,  assimilation ;  sex,  age 
and  civil  condition;  religion,  education,  occupation,  social  classes; 
special  conditions  in  Prague ;  distribution  of  property  in  land ; 
and  finally  wages.  In  this  mass  of  ably  handled  material,  with  the  full 
set  of  figures  for  ready  reference  and  the  excellent  charts  which  make 
up  the  third  volume,  is  a  rich  mine  of  information  which  can  be  only 
indicated  here. 

With  regard  to  the  question  which  is  the  main  pre-occupation  of  the 
author,  the  relative  growth  of  the  two  nationalities,  the  result  is  that 
there  has  been  in  general  little  change,  either  in  their  proportions  or  in 
their  geographical  position  for  the  last  fifty  years  or,  probably,  for  a 
centnry  (p.  669). 

The  changes  of  the  last  decade  are  of  importance  only  if  regarded 
as  symptomatic  and  because  each  party  makes  the  most  of  every  trifle^. 
Two  points  are  to  be  noted.     In  the  first  place,  in  mbced  regions  with 
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a  German  majority  the  Czech  minority  has  grown  teter  than  the  Ger- 
man minority  has  grown  in  districts  mainly  Czech  (p.  666).  The 
mixed  territory  is,  however,  only  a  small  part  of  the  country  after  all. 
In  1900,  only  3.28  per  cent  of  the  population  was  living  in  a  Gemeinde 
with  a  minority  so  large  as  one-fifth  of  the  whole  (p.  665).  For  the 
most  part  one  nationality  or  the  other  strongly  prevails.  Hence  the 
second  fact,  that  German  districts  have  grown  ^ter  than  Czech  dis- 
tricts— a  respective  percentage  gain  of  7.63  and  5.98  (p.  666) — 
numerically  iax  outweighs  the  much  discussed  invasion  of  German  ter- 
ritory by  Czechs,  leaving  to  the  latter  62.62  per  cent  of  the  population 
in  1900  instead  of  612.79  as  in  1890. 

These  ^cts  are  naturally  only  the  reflection  of  the  complex  changes 
which  have  been  going  on  in  the  life  of  the  people,  predominant  among 
which  is  the  change  from  a  mainly  agricultural  to  a  mainly  industrial 
state.  While  in  1869  agriculture  and  forestry  occupied  54.44  per  cent 
of  the  population,  the  percentage  sank  to  46.85  in  1890  and  41.12  in 
1900  (p.  459). 

With  this  alteration,  and  largely  as  a  result  of  it,  have  gone  very  im- 
portant shiftings  of  population.  In  the  first  place  there  has  been 
an  important  emigration  movement.  In  the  decade  1890  to  1900 
Bohemia  sent  abroad  some  131,000,  or  2.24  per  cent  of  the  popula- 
tion of  1890  (p.  260).^  Beside  this  nearly  3000  left  Bohemia  for 
other  parts  of  Austria. 

Much  more  important  is  the  internal  migration.  Almost  one-half  of 
the  population  is  living  elsewhere  than  in  its  native  place.  This  move- 
ment has  been  in  the  main  the  familiar  one  from  agricultural  districts 
to  manufacturing  and  industrial  centres  and  from  the  country  to  the 
city.  Since  the  German  population  is  more  largely  urban  and  industrial 
than  is  the  Czech,  migration  of  this  sort,  so  izx  as  it  carries  people 
from  territory  of  one  national  color  to  another,  is  preponderantly  a 
movement  of  Czechs  into  German  districts. 

This  increasing  city  and  factory  population  shows  the  changes  natur- 
ally to  be  expected  :  a  higher  birth  rate  (or  rather  one  maintaining 
itself  better  against  the  general  tendency  to  sink) ,  due  to  the  dispro- 
portionate presence  of  persons  in  the  prime  of  life  and  to  earlier  mar- 
riages, a  greater  number  of  illegitimate  births  and  of  still  births,  and 
.  especially  a  higher  rate  of  infant  mortality ;  the  net  result  is  a  more 
rapid  natural  increase  than  under  the  conservative  conditions  of  rural 
districts. 

^  The  American  census  figures,  it  may  be  worth  noting,  show  an  increase  of  39,000 
Bohemians  living  in  the  United  States  in  this  decade. 
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This  then  is  the  explanation  of  both  facts  first  noted,  the  growth 
of  Czech  minorities  in  German  districts  and  the  more  rapid  growth  of 
German-speaking  territory  as  compared  to  Czech.  Both  merely  mirror 
the  rise  of  industry  with  the  gathering  of  Czech  laborers  to  mines  and 
factories  in  German  territory  and  the  more  rapid  growth  of  urban  and 
industrial  population  compared  to  that  in  the  depleted  countryside. 

It  can  be  readily  seen  with  what  anxiety  the  results  of  all  this  must 
be  canvassed  by  the  two  sides,  each  so  eager  to  gain  any  advantage  in 
territory  and  numbers. 

The  recommendations  of  Dr.  Rauchbergare  mainly  two.  The  first 
of  these  is  to  improve  conditions,  especially  in  mining  and  industrial 
communities,  which  will  mean  increasing  this  (more  largely  German) 
population.  It  is  characteristic  of  the  grievous  pre-occupation  with  the 
national  rivalry  that  a  man  like  Dr.  Rauchberg  should  here  and  else- 
where base  his  plea  for  a  more  advanced  Socialpolitiky  aiming  at  the 
decrease  of  in&nt  mortality,  of  the  labor  of  married  women,  of  un- 
sanitary housing  conditions  and  so  forth,  on  the  ground  of  nationalistic 
advantage — a  ground  doubtless  chosen  not  as  the  best  but  as  one  likely 
to  enlist  support. 

The  second  recommendation  is  assimilation.  For  this  process  the 
Czechs  are  much  less  ^vorably  placed  than  the  Germans,  to  whom,  as 
we  have  seen,  so  many  Czech  laborers  immigrate.  Will  these  miners 
and  factory  hands  permanently  increase  the  Czech  element  or  will  they 
become  Germans?  Dr.  Rauchberg  considers  it  encouraging  that  in 
Vienna  two-fifths  of  those  bom  in  districts  Czech  or  mainly  Czech  in 
language  speak  German  (p.  690) — a  state  of  things  very  different  from 
that  which  Americans  are  accustomed  to  expect  in  their  <<  foreign 
colonies." 

This  suggests  the  question  of  the  conception  of  nationality,  which  Dr. 
Rauchberg  discusses  in  his  first  chapter.  He  frankly  abandons  the 
ethnological  ground  and  the  idea  of  affinity  of  blood  in  favor  of  com- 
munity of  culture  and  national  consciousness  of  which  language  is  the 
evidence.  The  Austrian  census  adopted  this  test  of  nationality  in 
1880,  stating  the  Umgangssprache^  the  language  of  ordinary  intercourse, 
not  necessarily  the  mother  tongue.  Minorities  complain  that  this 
method  is  to  their  disadvantage,  as  a  man  must  speak  the  language 
locally  in  use.  This  is  a  fair  criticism  when  national  differences  are  not 
so  emphasized  that  a  man  clings  to  his  own  language  in  every  case,  at 
least  on  the  census  card,  so  as  to  present  the  spectacle  of  a  single  in- 
dividual claiming  an  Umgangssprache  peculiar  to  himself  in  his  locality. 
The   method   of  the   Hungarian    census  inquiry  as   to   the   mother 
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tongue  sounds  feiirer,  but  as  there  the  instructions  are  that  a  man  may 
give  as  such  the  language  he  prefers,  fuU  play  is  given  for  social  and 
official  pressure  to  Magyarize.  It  may  be  noted  as  a  curious  result  of 
reckoning  nationality  by  language  and  as  a  sign  of  the  times  in  Bohemia, 
that  the  majority  of  the  Jews  have  gone  over  to  the  Czech  camp. 

Meanwhile  the  whole  question  of  national  politics  in  Bohemia  is 
being  metamorphosed  by  the  change  already  spoken  of,  which  has  con- 
verted so  many  thousands  of  agricultural  laborers,  for  the  most  part 
quite  indifferent  to  political  interests,  into  an  industrial  proletariat, 
sharply  conscious  of  its  desires  and  welded  into  a  compact  and  powerful 
socialist  organization  which  seeks  political  power  as  the  first  step  toward 
the  realization  of  its  plans. 

The  present  distribution  of  voting  power,  which  is  on  the  principle 
of  the  representation  of  interests,  no  longer  corresponds  to  the  actual 
situation — even  if  one  were  ready  to  admit  that  it  did  so  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  sixties,  when  it  was  arranged.  The  one-sided  preference 
shown  to  the  great  landed  interests  was  at  least  less  preposterous  in  an 
agricultural  than  in  an  industrial  state.  The  change  that  has  taken 
place  must  in  the  end  bring  about  a  reform  of  the  suffrage.  Dr. 
Rauchberg  probably  little  guessed  how  rapidly  this  question  would  press 
for  settlement.  With  or  without  a  change  in  representation,  however, 
the  actual  shifting  of  economic  power  must  make  itself  felt. 

Dr.  Rauchberg's  conclusions  are,  first,  that  the  Germans,  with  their 
industrial  advantage,  will  gain  as  industrial  interests  win  more  influence, 
and  secondly  that  the  working  class,  as  it  comes  to  the  fore  politically, 
will  not  indeed  cease  to  be  influenced  by  national  feeling  but  will  con- 
ceive the  matter  differently  and  pursue  a  different  policy  from  that  of 
the  middle  class,  which  has  been  largely  seeking  selfish  class  ends  under 
the  guise  of  national  advancement.  In  this  Dr.  Rauchberg  refers 
apparently  to  the  Czech  demand  that  a  knowledge  of  both  languages 
shall  be  required  of  administrative  officials,  a  demand  which  would 
tend  to  throw  office  into  the  hands  of  the  more  bilingual  Czechs.  The 
Czechs,  too,  send  their  sons  more  largely  to  the  gymnasia,  universities 
and  technical  institutes  than  do  the  Germans,  and  the  former  have 
therefore  a  more  pressing  desire  to  secure  official  and  semi-official 
careers  for  the  next  generation,  for  whom  there  are  fewer  business 
openings  than  among  the  Germans  (pp.  693-4).  In  the  lower  ranks 
there  is  less  clash  of  material  interests.  The  outlook  for  material  peace 
between  the  two  nationalities  is  good.     *  •  This  is  my  wish  and  my  hope.  *  * 

Emily  Greene  Balch. 
Wellkslev  College. 
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The  New  Japanese  Civil  Code  as  Material  for  the  Study  of 
Comparative  Jurisprudence.  By  Nobushige  Hozumi,  professor  of 
law  in  the  UniversiQr  of  Tokio,  barrister-at-law  of  the  Middle  Tem- 
ple.    TokiOy  1904.— 73  pp. 

Ancestor  Worship  and  Japanese  Law.  By  NOBUSHIGE  Ho- 
zuia.     TokiOy  Maruya  &  Co.,  1901. — ^iv,  74,  (3)  pp. 

Die  Hauserbfolge  in  Japan,  unter  Beriicksichtigung  der  allge- 
meinen  japanischen  Kultur-  und  Rechtsentwickelung,  Von  Riuchi 
Ikeda.     Berlin,  Mayer  &  MUUer,  1903. — ^xxi,  269  pp. 

Die  Lehre  von  der  japanischen  Adoption,  Von  FUSAMARO 
TsuGARU.     Berlin,  Mayer  &  Mtiller,  1903. — ^xxiv,  228  pp. 

The  Early  Institutional  Life  of  Japan:  A  Study  in  the  Reform 
of  64s  A.  D.  By  K.  AsAKAWA,  lecturer  on  the  Far  East  at  Dart- 
mouth College.     Tokio,  1903. — (7)»  355  PP- 

No  better  introduction  to  the  study  of  Japanese  law  can  be  found 
than  that  which  Hozumi  offers  in  his  brief  essay  on  the  New  Japanese 
Civil  Code — an  essay  prepared  for  the  Congress  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
at  St.  Louis  in  1904.  It  is  wider  than  its  title ;  for  it  outlines  the 
earlier  stages  through  which  Japanese  law  passed,  and  in  summarizing 
the  innovations  which  have  been  made  by  the  civil  code  in  the  law  of 
personal  capacity,  of  feunily  and  of  succession,  the  author  indicates  the 
previous  development  of  these  branches  of  the  law.  In  this  part  of  his 
essay,  Hozumi  has  restated  the  principal  points  brought  out  in  his  earlier 
pamphlet  on  Ancestor  Worship.  This  is  an  illuminating  introduction 
to  the  study  of  Japanese  feunily  law,  but  it  has  a  wider  significance.  It 
throws  much  light  on  early  Mediterranean  institutions.  While  Hozumi 
courteously  assures  us  that  Fustel,  Maine,  Lubbock,  Jheringand  Heam 
'<  have  grasped  the  true  inwardness  of  a  custom  which  is  totally  foreign 
to  them  "  in  a  manner  which  is  **  little  short  of  marvellous,"  it  is  ob- 
vious, as  he  adds,  that  <'  they  have  observed  the  phenomena  from  with- 
out," and  not,  as  he  does,  '*  from  the  point  of  view  of  an  ancestor 
wonhiper."  Such  studies  as  his  serve  the  double  purpose  of  confirm- 
ing conclusions  which  were  previously  in  a  measure  conjectural  and 
correcting  misapprehensions  which  outsiders  could  not  well  escape. 

Hozumi 's  Civil  Code  and  several  of  the  other  works  under  review 
give  us  a  clear  picture  of  the  rapid  assimilation  of  West  European  law 
since  1868,  and  of  the  movements  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the 
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existing  civil  code.  To  the  reader  familiar  with  the  reception  of  Roman 
law  in  Germany  and  in  the  Netherlands  at  the  close  of  the  middle 
ages,  the  similarity  of  the  Japanese  reception  is  most  striking,  although 
Japan  passed  in  a  generation  through  stages  which  in  Europe  covered 
centuries.  Japanese  students  went  to  European  universities  as  the 
north  Europeans,  seven  centuries  earlier,  had  gone  to  Bologna  ijA 
other  Italian  universities.  They  returned  to  Japan,  as  the  '<  legists  ** 
trained  in  Italy  had  returned  to  northern  Europe,  filled  with  a  conviction 
of  the  superiority  of  their  new  learning.  In  both  instances  the  study 
of  the  foreign  laws  was  taken  up  at  home  in  schools  organized  on  the 
foreign  model,  while  translations  and  treatises  in  the  vernacular  made 
the  alien  laws  familiar  to  widening  circles.  In  both  instances,  the  con- 
viction developed  that  the  imported  law  was  written  reason  or  natural 
law  of  universal  validity  ;  it  began  to  be  cited  in  the  courts  and  incor- 
porated in  judicial  decisions.  In  Japan,  as  in  mediaeval  Europe,  the 
practical  reception  was  hastened  by  the  organization  of  a  centralized 
administration  of  justice  conducted  by  judges  learned  in  the  foreign 
laws.  Almost  simultaneously,  in  Japan,  came  a  legislative  reception 
of  the  foreign  rules,  at  first  piecemeal,  and  then  in  bulk,  by  codification. 
In  some  respects,  however,  and  notably  in  the  completion  of  the  re- 
ception by  legislation,  the  Japanese  movement  differed  from  the  Euro- 
pean. No  historical  links  coimected  the  Japanese  state  with  Europe 
as  the  theory  of  continuous  empire  connected  the  mediaeval  European 
states  with  the  ancient  Roman  world  ;  nor  was  there  any  single  embodi- 
ment of  West  European  law  that  could  claim  such  authority  as  the  law- 
books of  Justinian  commanded  in  the  European  middle  ages.  There 
was,  however,  one  law  book  which  at  first  seemed  to  enjoy  an  equiva- 
lent supremacy  in  Japanese  opinion — the  code  Napoleon — and  Japan 
came  near  receiving  this  code,  almost  in  bulk,  by  process  of  enactment. 
In  1890  a  civil  code,  compiled  by  a  Frenchman  and  based  very  largely 
on  the  great  French  model,  was  actually  adopted  by  the  Council  of 
State,  to  go  into  force  in  1893.  Then  came  a  Japanese  national  re- 
action, closely  paralleling  the  modem  European  reaction  against  pure 
Roman  law.  In  this  reaction  the  leading  part  was  played  by  Japanese 
like  Hozumi,  who  had  studied  in  England  and  in  Germany.  Their  ap- 
peals to  Japanese  national  feeling  found  an  energetic  response ;  the  in- 
troduction of  the  code  of  1890  was  postponed ;  a  Japanese  committee 
of  revision  was  appointed,  and  from  this  committee  came  a  new  and 
independent  code,  which  was  adopted  1896— 1898  and  is  now  in  force. 
In  its  general  arrangement  it  is  more  German  than  French ;  in  its 
details  it  is  eclectic.     Its  fundamental  conceptions  and  its  rules  regard- 
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ing  movable  property  and  obligations  are  substantially  West  European. 
Its  roles  regarding  feunily  and  succession  are  based  on  the  ideas  and 
customs  of  Japanese  society,  although  in  these  matters  also  occidental 
points  of  view  have  been  accepted  and  occidental  rules  have  been 
introduced. 

The  house  {iye) ,  which  constitutes  the  fundamental  unit  of  Japanese 
society,  is  not  the  modem  European  feunily,  nor,  although  it  resembles 
in  some  respects  the  old  Rcxnan  ^unily,  is  it  by  any  means  identical 
with  the  latter.  Like  the  Roman  family  it  has  a  single  head  but  it 
may  contain  not  only  the  wife  and  the  children  of  the  head  and  his 
unmarried  sisters,  but  also  his  brothers  and  his  uncles,  with  their  wives 
and  children.  It  may  even  contain  his  parents  and  his  grandparents. 
In  other  words,  it  represents  a  development  intermediate  between  the 
Roman  gens  and  the  Roman  fomily  ;  and  the  further  back  its  history  is 
traced,  the  more  like  a  little  clan  does  it  appear. 

The  succession  to  the  headship,  which  Ikeda,  in  his  Hauserbfolge ^ 
treats  in  a  systematic  and  scholarly  manner,  is  in  many  respects  pecul- 
iar. A  change  in  the  headship  occurs  not  only  when  the  head  dies, 
but  when  he  abandons  the  active  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  house 
(inkyo).  It  is  this  not  uncommon  abdication  which  makes  it  possible 
that  the  head  of  the  house  may  have  under  his  authority  his  own  father 
and  possibly  his  grand&ther  also.  Succession  is  regularly  determined 
by  primogeniture,  with  a  preference  of  males;  but  females  take  pre- 
cedence over  heirs  of  a  subsequent  class,  and  female  househeadship  is 
by  no  means  unusual.  When  the  headship  or  the  expectation  of  head- 
ship vests  in  a  female,  her  husband  enters  her  house ;  and,  according 
to  the  terms  on  which  he  enters,  he  may  come  under  her  authority  as 
a  sort  of  prince  consort,  or  he  may  become  head  of  her  house.  If 
there  are  no  heirs  of  the  first  class,  i.  ^.,  no  real  or  fictitious  descend- 
ants, the  head  may  designate  the  successor,  and  if  there  be  no  legal 
or  designated  successor,  the  house  may  elect  a  new  head. 

Like  the  okl  Roman  family,  the  Japanese  house  may  be  perpetuated 
by  adoption,  and  the  motive  for  adoption  is  the  same,  viz.^  the  main- 
tenance of  the  sacra.  Tsugaru's  Lehre  von  der  Adoption  is  as  credit- 
able a  work  as  Ikeda 's.  Each  of  these  writers  treats  his  special  topic 
in  connection  with  the  general  organization  of  the  house.  Half  of 
Tsugaru's  monograph  and  more  than  half  of  Ikeda's  are  historical. 
Each  writer,  moreover,  is  familiar  with  the  principal  European  works 
on  the  feunily  and  each  utilizes  analogies  of  occidental  legal  develop- 
ment. 

The  chief  criticism  which  suggests  itself  to  the  reviewer  concerns 
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the  uncritical  spirit  in  which  the  Japanese  l^al  writers — ^not  merely 
those  under  review,  but  others  as  well— deal  with  the  earliest  sources  of 
Japanese  history.  A  foreigner,  unable  himself  to  read  these  sources  in 
the  original,  may  not  presume  to  say  that  this  or  that  specific  statement 
can  not  be  true ;  but  when  he  encounters  statements  which  are  contra- 
dictory, he  has  the  right  to  say  that  some  of  them  must  be  incorrect. 
The  description  of  the  early  Japanese  house  which  these  writers  give  us 
cannot  be  true,  because  it  does  not  hang  together ;  its  details  are  more 
than  inconsistent,  they  are  incompatible.  We  are  told  that,  before  the 
reception  of  Chinese  ideas  and  customs  in  the  seventh  century  of  our 
era,  women  enjoyed  a  more  independent  position  than  in  later  times; 
that  they  could  hold  land  in  their  own  right,  and  that  they  fought  in 
war ;  that  the  early  Japanese  marriage  left  the  wife  among  her  own 
kinsfolk,  with  the  husband  on  the  footing  of  a  surreptitious  although 
licensed  visitor;  that  paternal  authority,  if  it  existed  at  all,  was  im- 
perfectly developed';  that  the  word  for  household  authority  (kaioku) 
was  borrowed  from  the  Chinese ;  that  half-brothers  and  sisters  who  had 
different  mothers  could  intermarry,  because  the  community  of  blood 
derived  from  the  common  fcither  was  ignored.  Not  all  of  these  state- 
ments, indeed,  are  found  in  all  the  books  under  review,  but  some  of 
them  are  found  in  each.'  At  the  same  time  these  writers  constantly 
assume  and  repeatedly  say  that  the  primitive  Japanese  house  was  based 
on  the  worship  of  the  deceased  male  ancestors ;  that  the  head  of  the 
house  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  maintaining  this  worship ;  that  the 
succession  to  the  headship  vested  normally  in  the  eldest  legitimate  son ; 
and  that,  in  default  of  a  male  heir  bom  in  the  house,  adoption  was  re- 
sorted to  in  the  earliest  times,  because  the  worship  of  the  deceased  male 
ancestors  properly  devolved  upon  a  son  of  the  house.  In  other  words 
the  European  reader  is  asked  to  believe  that  the  patriarchal  house  ex- 
isted in  a  society  living  under  the  mother- right  system  of  kinship  and 
exhibiting  matriarchal  features. 

Asakawa,  in  his  Early  Institutional  Life  of  Japany  throws  some  light 
(pp.  7-12)  on  the  character  of  the  sources  from  which  information  is 
drawn  regarding  primitive  Japanese  customs.  He  tells  us  that  the  art 
of  historical  recording  found  its  way  into  Japan  ca.  600  a.  d.  ;  that  the 
oldest  chronicle  which  has  come  down  to  modem  times,  the  Kcjiki^ 
was  composed  711-712  a.  d.  ;  that  it  is  especially  full  and  precise  as 

*  See  Hozumi,  Civil  G)de,  p.  28;  Ikeda,  p.  5,  note  i>  p.  7,  note  3;  Tsugani,  p.  33, 
note;  Asakawa,  pp.  53,  57-59*  73»  9^,  105.  Cf,  Iwasaki.  Eherecht,  pp.  xi,  12, 
mod  Sakamoto,  Ehescheidungsrecbt,  pp.  10-12. 
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regards  events  from  the  seventh  century  b.  c.  to  the  fifth  century  of 
our  era ;  that  it  begins  to  lose  ''  its  narrative  detail "  after  488  a.  d. 
and  stops  with  the  year  628.  He  tells  us,  further,  that  there  were 
older  (seventh  century)  records  of  which  the  A'^/yJ/ apparently  makes 
no  use,  and  that  it  *'  was  mainly  based  on  the  recital  of  one  Hiyo- no- 
Are,  a  person  of  strong  memory."  To  this  it  must  be  added  that 
'*  the  language  of  the  Kojiki  appears  to  be  the  vernacular  of  the  date 
of  its  composition"  ;  that  in  it  the  Chinese  characters  are  used  partly 
in  a  phonetic  way ;  and  that  modem  Japanese  scholars  do  not  agree  in 
their  interpretation  of  all  of  its  characters. 

The  other  source  from  which  information  is  drawn  regarding  the  first 
thirteen  centuries  of  Japanese  history  is  the  Nihottgi,  composed  720 
A.  D.  This,  Asakawa  tells  us,  **  is  written  in  a  Chinese  style  as  pure 
and  dignified  as  its  authors  could  make  it "  ;  and  it  is  *  <  so  thoroughly 
unnational  in  many  places,  not  only  in  language  and  style  but  alsq  in 
thought,  that  the  student  has  to  be  on  his  guard  on  every  page."  The 
record  purports  to  be  based,  in  part,  en  seventh  century  sources,  and 
the  narrative  grows  fuller  as  it  approaches  the  year  697,  at  which  date 
it  closes. 

That  the  Nihongi  was  written  with  a  pro- Chinese  bias  Asakawa  recog- 
nizes ;  but  he  takes  seriously  the  claim  advanced  by  the  author  of  the 
Kojiki  that  the  primary  purpose  of  this  compilation  was  **  to  record 
the  genuine  traditions  of  national  life  before  they  should  become  too 
disfigured  by  the  wear  and  tear  of  time."  The  opinion  of  an  outsider, 
who  has  no  qualifications  except  a  general  knowledge  of  the  historio- 
graphy of  occidental  peoples,  may  be  of  little  value ;  but  to  the  re- 
viewer, considering  that  every  successful  revolution  in  the  occidental 
world  has  immediately  striven  to  legitimate  itself  by  falsifying  antece- 
dent history ,  and  that  the  Kojiki  and  the  Nihongi  were  written  a  couple 
of  generations  after  the  reform  of  645  a.  d.  ,  it  seems  probable  that  both 
of  these  early  chronicles  were  revisions  of  the  Japanese  tradition  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  new  and  dominant  views,  and  that  the  Kojiki ^  with 
its  interesting  figure  of  the  old  man  of  strong  memory  and  its  use  of 
the  vernacular,  was  the  more  adroit  of  the  two  reconstructions. 

Of  the  conflicting  statements  above  noted — some  pointing  to  indig- 
enous mother- right,  others  to  a  primitive  patriarchal  household — one 
set  or  the  other  must  be  fictitious.  If  Japan,  like  China,  had  agnatic 
succession  and  the  worship  of  male  ancestors  before  'the  reception  of 
Chinese  ideas  and  customs,  it  seems  difHcult  to  account  for  the  inven- 
tion of  mother-right  traditions.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  Japan  had 
neither  male  ancestor  worship  nor  agnatic  succession  until  these  came 
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from  China  by  the  way  of  Korea,  it  is  perfectly  intelligible  that  the 
ancient  tradition  should  be  falsified  in  accordance  with  the  new  ideas, 
without  wholly  expunging  all  traces  of  the  older  customs. 

To  the  outsider  it  looks  as  if  the  critical  acumen  of  Japanese  scholars 
was  somewhat  blunted  by  religious  and  political  prepossessions.  To 
admit  that  the  worship  of  male  ancestors,  which  plays  so  important  a 
part  in  their  existing  social  life,  is  perhaps  not  indigenous,  and  that  the 
chronicles  which  record  an  unbroken  succession  of  emperors  from  the 
seventh  century  b.  c.  are  possibly  untrustworthy,  may  well  be  as  diflS- 
cult  for  them  as  the  development  of  ''the  higher  criticism"  of  the 
Bible  has  been  for  Europeans. 

Asakawa's  book  touches  but  incidentally  on  the  legal  problems  which 
occupy  the  other  writers  under  review.  He  is  chiefly  interested  in  the 
economic  and  political  organization  of  Japan  before  and  after  the  re- 
form of  645  A.  D.  The  first  third  of  his  book  is  devoted  to  the  earlier 
Japanese  civilization ;  the  second  third  to  Chinese  political  ideas ;  and 
the  remainder  to  the  events  and  results  of  the  reform.  Room  is  found 
for  a  brief  supplementary  chapter  showing  how  the  imperial  supremacy, 
which  was  established  in  the  seventh  century  by  breaking  down  the  older 
clan  organization  and  by  substituting  for  the  nobility  of  birth  a  nobility 
of  service,  was  gradually  undermined  by  the  new  military  organizations, 
until,  in  the  twelfth  century,  the  feudal  regime  was  definitely  estab- 
lished. 

Limitation  of  space  and  the  fact  that  this  Quarterly  is  not  primarily 
a  law  journal  prevent  the  reviewer  from  discussing  the  best  parts  of  the 
books  of  Ikeda  and  of  Tsugaru ,  viz, ,  those  parts  which  deal  with  the 
mediaeval  and  modem  law  of  the  Japanese  house  and  which  explain  the 
interesting  compromise  which  the  new  code  has  made  between  the  his- 
torical solidarity  of  the  house  and  the  demands  of  modem  individualism. 

All  of  these  books  are  so  well  written  that  the  reader  is  seldom  re- 
minded that  their  authors  are  in  each  case  using  an  acquired  language. 
The  four  legal  works  are  thoroughly  lawyer-like  and  measure  fully  up  to 
the  standard  of  German  and  English  legal  literature.  Asakawa's  book 
is  not  only  a  valuable  contribution  to  history  but  to  political  theory  as 
well.  None  of  the  books  except  Asakawa's  is  indexed — an  omission 
which  is  especially  to  be  regretted  in  works  of  so  technical  a  character 
as  those  of  Ikeda  and  Tsugaru. 

MuNROE  Smith. 
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The  Growth  of  the  Manor.     By  P.  ViNOGRADOFF.     New  York, 
The  MacmilUn  CompaDy»  1905. — ^viii,  384  pp. 

Professor  Vinogradoff 's  new  work  on  The  Growth  of  the  Manor  is 
not  a  sequel  to  his  Villainage  in  England ^  nor  is  it  by  any  means  such 
an  epoch-marking  book  in  the  fiekl  of  mediaeval  history.  In  the 
twelve  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  publication  of  those  remark- 
able essays,  many  workers,  among  them  Maitland,  Round  and  Seebohm, 
have  been  busy  with  manifold  problems  of  mediaeval  economy  and 
social  structure,  and  now  Professor  Vinogradoff  seeks  to  sum  up,  espe- 
ciaUy  for  students  of  general  history,  the  results  of  the  researches  of  the 
past  decade.  He  is  not,  however,  playing  the  part  of  a  compiler  but 
is  rather  undertaking  new  syntheses  on  his  own  account,  using  recent 
achievements  in  his  field  as  the  basis  of  his  argument  and  conclusions. 
He  attempts  bold  constructive  work  and  seeks  to  weld  his  materials 
into  such  form  that  the  whole  will  be  useful,  not  only  to  students  of 
mediaeval  institutions,  but  to  those  who  are  working  on  the  larger  prob- 
lem of  social  evolution. 

The  volume  &lls  into  three  parts.  More  than  one  hundred  pages 
are  devoted  to  the  period  before  the  Anglo-Saxon  invasion,  and  deal 
with  Celtic  tribal  arrangements  and  Roman  influence.  At  the  outset 
there  is  a  much  needed  warning  that  *<  we  must  guard  carefully  against 
the  tempting  kiea  that  a  state  of  society,  even  of  an  ancient  one,  may 
be  treated  as  a  system."  After  an  examination  of  the  elements  of  kin- 
ship and  land  holding,  with  their  concomitants  in  Celtic  society,  our 
author  arrives  at  certain  conclusions,  some  of  which  will  not  seem  new 
to  those  feuniliar  with  the  theories  of  Mr.  Jenks.  Thus  he  concludes 
that  aristocracy  develops  through  economic  struggle  within  the  mass  of 
freemen ;  that  some  of  the  elements  of  the  manor  are  discoverable  in 
this  early  period,  but  they  are  "  in  an  incomplete  and  disconnected 
state,  and  overshadowed  by  the  influence  of  other  principles";  that 
serfs,  free  proprietors  and  free  tenants  are  to  be  found  dwelling  side  by 
side,  but  in  separate  communities  and  without  the  organization  fitted  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  dominant  free  class.  Professor  Vinogradoff's 
conclusions  from  the  study  of  Roman  land  law,  taxation  and  estates 
leads  him  to  regard  as  ''  an  exaggerated  simplification  of  the  historical 
process"  Mr.  Seebohm's  somewhat  rigid  conception  of  the  Roman 
villa  in  history.  He  emphasizes  the  military  character  of  Roman  occu- 
pation, the  necessity  of  adaptation  to  local  conditions  in  the  distant 
parts  of  the  empire,  and  the  general  survival  of  Celtic  arrangements  and 
communalistic  practices  which  readily  fused  with  those  of  the  invading 
barbarians. 
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The  second  portion  of  the  vohime,  comprising  about  two  hundred 
pages,  deals  with  the  old  English  period,  in  chapters  on  the  English 
conquest,  the  grouping  of  the  conquerors  on  the  soil,  the  character  of 
the  shares  in  the  township,  agrarian  arrangements,  township  organiza- 
tion ,  the  unit  of  land-holding  and  manorial  origins.  While  no  quanti- 
tative estimate  of  the  character  of  the  English  invasion  is  attempted, 
our  author's  conclusion  is  that  it  was  so  considerable  as  to  produce  pro- 
found changes  and  necessitate  a  thorough  remodeling  of  society.  This 
is  based  largely  on  Maitland's  argument  from  language  and  the  extant 
historical  information  as  to  the  severity  of  the  conflicts  during  the  in- 
vasion. The  early  English  class  system,  as  reflected  in  the  Kentish 
laws,  is  regarded  by  Professor  Vinogradoff  primarily  <<  as  an  arrange- 
ment for  estimating  personal  rank  and  tribal  qualifications  "  ;  he  does 
not  find  in  it  ''any  distinct  elements  of  wealth,  landed  property  or 
special  connection  with  royalty."  This  is  in  keeping  with  the  main 
thesis  underlying  the  work,  that  no  simple  theory  of  conquest  and  sub- 
jugation will  explain  the  social  conditions  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of 
Hastings.  Those  conditions  are  to  be  explained  rather  by  *'  a  gradual 
spread  of  labor,  discipline  and  subjection  over  a  class  of  free  tribesmen, 
as  their  means  of  sustenance  grew  smaller  while  military  and  fiscal  re- 
quirements became  heavier." 

In  his  concluding  pages,  Professor  Vinogradoff  attacks  some  of  the 
important  problems  of  feudal  England  in  three  chapters  on  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Domesday  survey,  oiMiership  and  husbandry  and  social 
classes.  The  Norman  conquest  is  regarded  as  a  series  of  events  which 
completed  the  establishment  of  a  military  aristocracy  and  which  system- 
atized old  elements  under  the  pressure  of  stronger  central  forces.  Under 
the  new  conditions,  the  legal  theory  of  the  feudal  state  transformed  in- 
dividual and  communal  rights  into  rights  derived  from  the  overlord ; 
the  village  community  was  transformed  into  a  manor,  partaking  of  the 
characteristics  of  an  estate  and  a  unit  of  local  government ;  ''  but  under- 
neath this  system  the  ancient  principles  of  communal  action  and  com- 
munal responsibility  were  still  fully  alive." 

It  is  clear  that  Professor  Vinogradoff 's  book  is  an  argument,  and  the 
various  generalizations  upon  which  the  main  thesis  rests  will  be  received 
by  students  in  different  fashions  according  to  their  temper.  Those  who 
have  grave  suspicions  of  what  appears  to  be  even  legitimate  use  of  con- 
structive imagination,  and  who  date  institutions  only  from  their  first  ap- 
pearance in  well  authenticated  history,  will  find  plenty  of  vulnerable 
points  in  the  present  volume.  A  single  example  will  suffice.  Our 
author,  refusing  to  recognize  the  sharp  line  often  drawn  between  the 
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inquest  and  compurgation  or  other  manifestations  of  communal  dele- 
gation,  carries  the  idea  of  township  representation  back  into  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  period.  Not  only  does  our  author  fail  to  cite  evidence  for  this 
conclusion  (his  reference  to  Pollock  and  Maitland,  i,  346,  is  clearly 
wrong)  but  no  one  who  has  sustained  it  has  yet  shown  authority  for  it. 
Dr.  Stubbs,  who  has  made  out  perhaps  the  best  case  for  it  (vol.  i,  p. 
128),  does  not  give  any  really  convincing  proofe  of  his  contention. 
The  main  stay  of  the  theory  is  to  be  found  in  the  Leges  Henrici  Primi, 
a  private  collection  of  laws  not  thoroughly  trustworthy  for  the  Norman 
period  to  say  nothing  of  the  days  before  the  Conquest.  The  real  prob- 
lem concerns  the  extent  to  which  we  carry  institutions  backward  and 
what  are  the  limits  of  legitimate  historical  constructive  imagination. 
No  two  men  will  entirely  agree  on  these  points,  and  Dr.  Vinogradoff, 
b)r  his  good  judgment  and  careful  scholarship,  has  won  a  right  to  his 
own  interpretations.  His  present  work  will  be  welcomed  as  a  substantial 
and  suggestive  contribution  not  only  to  mediaeval  history  but  also  to 
sociology. 

Charles  Beard. 
Columbia  UNivEnsmr. 
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Rhode  Islandy  A  Study  in  Separation^  by  Irving  B.  Richman  (Hough- 
ton, Mifflin  &  Co.,  1905),  will  take  its  place  among  the  most  satis- 
^tory  volumes  in  the  American  Commonwealths  Series.  It  reveals  a 
philosophical  insight  and  possesses  a  literary  flavor  which  are  not  com- 
monly to  be  found  in  works  of  this  class.  Thoroughly  enjoyable 
sketches  appear  in  its  pages  of  eighteenth  century  society  in  Newport 
and  old  Narragansett,  while  the  book  is  sufficiently  modem  to  indicate 
the  changed  conditions  which  exist  in  those  localities  to-day.  Mr. 
Richman,  while  not  excluding  political  history  or  a  variety  of  personal 
touches  and  individual  traits,  conceives  of  his  subject  as  essentially  the 
history  of  three  industrial  and  social  groups  which  have  been  supenm- 
posed  upon  one  another.  The  first  was  the  agriculturists  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  the  early  settlers,  who  were  extremely  individualistic 
and  separatist  in  spirit,  and  who  survived  as  the  advocates  of  reckless 
issues  of  paper  money  in  the  eighteenth  century  and  as  the  narrow  and 
corrupt  inhabitants  of  the  back  country  towns  of  the  present  day.  The 
second  group  was  the  merchants  who  centered  in  Newport,  fostered 
piracy  and  illegal  trading,  opposed  the  commercial  restrictions  of  Eng- 
land, but  in  many  instances  adhered  to  the  loyalist  party  during  the 
Revolution.  The  third  group  was  the  manufacturers,  who  came  to  the 
front  in  the  early  nineteenth  century  and  with  whose  growth  Providence 
and  the  other  cities  of  northern  Rhode  Island  have  assumed  the  lead. 
The  two  earlier  groups  have  survived,  and  the  intrenchment  of  the 
farmers  in  control  of  the  towns,  and  through  those  of  both  houses  of 
the  legislature ,  has  kept  Rhode  Island  still  true  to  its  original  separatist 
spirit.  So  modem  is  Mr.  Richman  in  his  treatment  of  the  theme,  that 
he  discusses  the  alliance  between  the  Republican  machine  and  the 
towns  and  the  efforts  which  are  now  making  on  the  part  of  the  city 
population  to  break  this  union  and  secure  a  more  equal  representation. 

Dr.  Frank  Hochstetter  has  published  in  Schmoller's  Forschungen^ 
under  the  title  Die  wirtschaftlichen  und  politischen  Motive  fur  die 
Abschaffung  des  britischen  Sklavenhandels  ^  a  thorough  and  interesting 
study  of  the  conditions  which  led  the  British  government  to  abolish 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  West  Indies  in  1807.  While  allow- 
ing that  political  and  moral  considerations  had  an  influence,  he  seeks 
the  explanation  of  the  event  chiefly  in  the  changes  in  international  trade 
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consequent  on  the  American  Revolution  and  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolution,  and  on  the  connection  which  these  changes  had  with  the  rela- 
tive productivity  of  slave  as  compared  with  free  labor  in  the  West  Indies. 
This  view  of  the  event  is  not  original  with  Dr.  Hochstetter,  but  he  has 
developed  it  clearly  and  with  abundant  illustration. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  Royal  Historical  Society  in  May,  1904, 
and  published  in  their  Transactions^  Professor  Edwin  F.  Gay  of  Har- 
vard discusses  the  "  Midland  Revolt  and  the  Inquisitions  of  Depopula- 
tion of  1607  "  in  England.  This  was  one  of  the  later  disturbances 
which  was  occasioned  by  the  inclosure  movement  of  the  preceding  cen- 
tury. As  an  incident  of  his  critical  and  judicious  study  of  the  imper- 
fect records  of  the  event  itself,  Professor  Gay  discredits  the  view  of 
Pollard,  who  would  explain  the  greater  revolts  of  the  sixteenth  century 
as  wholly  the  result  of  inclosures. 

The  reader  of  the  later  volumes  of  Samuel  R.  Gardiner's  History  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  Protectorate^  especially  of  the  third  volume  of 
the  series  (Longmans,  1901),  will  be  impressed  with  the  great  loss 
which  English  scholarship  has  suffered  in  his  death.  The  thorough- 
ness of  his  research  within  the  field  of  political  history  and  the  even 
balance  of  his  judgment  justify  the  highest  confidence  in  his  results. 
Especially  suggestive  in  this  volume  are  his  likening  of  the  aims  of 
Cromwell  with  those  of  Strafford,  and  his  account  of  the  rise  of  the 
colonial  policy  of  the  period.  The  student  will  also  do  well  to  compare 
Gardiner's  treatment  of  the  Cromwellian  settlement  of  Ireland  with  the 
more  vivid  and  less  balanced  account  which  is  given  by  Prendergast. 

Modem  methods  of  historical  instruction  have  called  forth  a  new 
kind  of  educational  apparatus,  the  source  book,  which  corresponds  to 
the  laboratory  in  natural  science.  Collections  of  carefully  selected 
documents  and  of  extracts  from  the  various  classes  of  historical  material 
are  appearing  not  only  in  this  country  and  England,  but  in  France  and 
Germany.  Two  of  the  more  recent  compilations  of  this  character  are 
A  Source  Book  for  Mediceval  History :  Selected  Documents  Illustrating 
the  History  of  Europe  in  the  Middle  Ages^  by  Oliver  J.  Thatcher  and 
Edgar  H.  McNeal  (New  York,  Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  1905  ;  xix, 
619  pp.)f  Ai^d  Select  Documents  Illustrating  Medicpval  and  Modem 
History^  by  Emil  Reich  (London,  P.  S.  King  and  Sons,  1905  ;  xvi,  794 
pp. )  •  The  selections  made  by  Professors  Thatcher  and  McNeal  are  class- 
ified under  ten  headings:  "The  Germans  and  the  Empire  to  1073," 
"The  Papacy  to  the  Accession  of  Gregory  VII,  1073,"  *' The  Struggle 
between  the  Empire  and  the  Papacy,  1073-1250,"  "The  Empire, 
1250-1500,"  "The  Church,  1250-1500,"  "Feudalism,"  "Courts, 
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Judicial  Processes,  and  the  Peace,"  **  Monasticism,"  **  The  Crusades," 
"  Social  Classes  and  Cities  in  Germany."  The  translation  appears  to 
be  done  with  unusual  care  and  the  documents  are  abundantly  annotated. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  collection  will  prove  of  great  value 
to  the  teacher,  especially  if  he  be  primarily  interested  in  the  troubles  be- 
tween emperors  and  popes  and  in  the  institutional  history  of  Germany. 
Dr.  Reich's  book  differs  from  that  just  described  in  covering  a  much 
longer  period — ^from  Constantine  to  Bismarck — and  in  giving  the  docu- 
ments in  the  original  tongues,  Latin,  Greek,  English,  French,  German 
and  Dutch.  The  Dutch  and  German  material  is  accompanied  by  a 
translation.  The  writer  assumes  that  "  it  could  not  be  reasonably  sup- 
posed that  a  purchaser  of  a  book  like  the  present  was  unacquainted 
with  the  two  classical  languages  or  with  French."  Probably  an  Amer- 
ican editor  would  have  designated  the  Greek,  rather  than  the  German, 
as  one  of  the  languages  which  might  expediently  be  rendered  into  Eng- 
lish. The  documents  are  not  arranged  chronologically ,  but  under  subject 
headings  and  countries.  We  first  find  a  few  treaties,  from  Westphalia 
to  the  second  Peace  of  Paris,  1815.  Then  comes  **  Church  History  " 
from  the  alleged  Edict  of  Milan,  313,  to  the  bull  Pastor  Aetemus^ 
1870 ;  and  third,  **  General  Institutions  of  the  Middle  Ages  "  from  the 
Capitulary  of  Quierzy,  877,  to  the  legalizing  of  the  University  of  Orleans 
in  13 12.  Then  the  history  of  various  European  states  is  illustrated; 
the  Holy  Eoman  Empire,  France  (from  the  Edict  of  Nantes)  and 
England  receive  most  attention,  and  a  half-dozen  docimxents  relating  to 
the  United  States  are  given.  There  are  brief  comments,  technical 
bibliographies  and  a  very  full  index.  The  editor  has  not  hesitated  to 
give  brief  extracts,  as  in  the  Edict  of  Worms  and  the  bull  sanctioning 
the  Jesuit  order.  In  the  latter,  he  has  omitted,  we  venture  to  think, 
the  very  marrow,  namely  the  constitution  of  the  order.  On  the  whole 
the  selection  seems  well  calculated  to  meet  the  needs  of  teachers  and 
advanced  students.  The  volume  will  be  supplemented  by  a  General 
History  which  Dr.  Reich  has  in  press. 

Among  the  French  colonies,  past  and  present,  Canada,  Louisiana, 
India  and  even  Madagascar  have  all  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
archivist  and  the  bibliographer  an  amount  of  attention  more  or  less 
proportioned  to  their  historical  importance,  but  this  is  not  true  of  the 
West  Indian  colonies  of  France.  As  M.  Jacques  Dampierre  justly  ob- 
serves in  his  Essai  sur  les  sources  de  P  histoire  des  Antilles  fran^aises^ 
14^2-1664  (Paris,  Picard  et  Fils,  1904;  xl,  239  pp)  :  **  One  may 
search  in  vain  for  a  special  bibliography  of  the  French  Antilles  that  is 
at  all  serious,  or  for  a  critical  study  of  any  sort,  however  summary,  that 
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win  indicate  the  sources,  or  even  the  repositories  where  the  elements  of 
their  history  may  be  looked  for"  (p.  ix).  This  lack  the  author  en- 
deavors to  supply,  within  the  dates  mentioned,  by  a  work  that  forms 
the  sixth  volume  of  the  Mimoires  et  Documents  publies  par  la  Sociiti 
de  r  icole  des  CharUs.  Barring  certain  defects,  he  has  produced  a 
book  that  students  of  the  history  of  the  West  Indies  as  a  whole,  as  well 
as  of  the  French  Antilles  alone,  will  greatly  appreciate.  M.  Dampierre 
begins  his  study  with  a  list  of  the  principal  bibliographies  of  Americana, 
from  which  for  some  reason  he  omits  Lamed 's  compilation.  This  is 
followed  by  a  series  of  works  annotated  and  classified  under  the  several 
heads  of  descriptive ,  narrative  and  documentary  sources  of  the  history 
of  the  French  Antilles,  closing  with  a  sketch  of  the  materials  in  the 
French  archives  relative  to  the  same  subiect.  The  book  is  really  a 
bibliography  of  the  history  of  the  West  Indies,  with  special  reference  to 
the  French  Antilles,  and  the  emphasis  in  the  latter  respect  is  less 
marked  than  it  should  be.  Indeed  it  seems  strange  that  the  author  did 
not  go  beyond  the  year  1664 — a  date  when  French  colonization  in  the 
West  Indies  had  hardly  begun.  He  explains  in  his  introduction  why 
he  has  adopted  his  threefold  method  of  general  classification,  but  he 
does  not  give  any  reason  for  dividing  the  descriptive  sources  into  works 
on  the  geography  and  cartography  of  America,  on  the  historical  geog- 
raphy of  the  West  Indies  and  on  the  products  of  the  islands,  while  he 
portions  out  the  narrative  sources  into  those  composed  by  non- French 
writers,  into  a  critique  of  the  original  sources  in  French  and  into 
secondary  sources.  Nor  does  his  listing  of  the  original  authorities  and 
of  secondary  accounts  together  lessen  the  apparent  confusion.  If  M. 
Dampierre,  again,  had  allotted  to  the  section  on  the  French  archives  the 
amount  of  space  that  he  devotes  in  his  introduction  to  some  superfluous 
remarks  on  the  methods  of  classifying  historical  data  in  general,  he 
would  have  made  less  meagre  the  portion  of  his  work  that  affords  the 
information  most  desired  by  the  student  of  the  colonial  history  of  the 
French  Antilles.  The  general  investigator  also  might  cavil  at  the 
superficial  character  of  ^ome  of  the  notes. 

The  copious  references  to  administrative,  statistical,  biographical 
and  historical  information  contained  in  the  Index  to  the  Proceedings 
of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin  ^  i8y4-igoi  ^  prepared  by 
Mary  Elzabeth  Haines  (Madison,  1904 ;  399  pp.)  will  be  very  useful 
to  those  who  desire  easy  access  to  the  fruits  of  this  society's  activities. 
The  historical  material  as  such  is  found  chiefly  in  addresses  and  papers, 
rather  than  in  formal  documents  like  those  in  the  Society's  Collections. 

**  An  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  work  of  Spain  as  a  colonizing 
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power,"  remarks  Professor  £.  G.  Bourne  in  the  pre&ce  to  his  edition 
of  an  English  translation  of  a  chapter  of  Roscher's  Kolonien^  Kohniai- 
politik  und  Auswanderung  {TTie  Spanish  Colonial  System^  New  York, 
Henry  Holt,  1904  ;  iv,  48  pp.)  is  "  an  important  object  in  the  study  of 
American  history."  While  no  one  can  properly  deny  the  truth  of  the  re- 
mark,  a  perusal  of  either  the  German  original  or  of  its  English  version 
does  not  afford  the  sort  of  appreciation  desired.  The  reader  may  have 
some  of  his  prejudices  against  the  Spanish  colonial  system  dispelled, 
but  his  confused  notions  about  its  actual  operation  are  not  likely  to  be 
dissipated.  Even  the  rigid  legal  aspects  of  the  colonial  institutions  are 
not  described  with  any  great  degree  of  clearness.  Such  is  bound  to  be 
the  case  so  long  as  writers  on  this  theme,  instead  of  going  directly  to 
the  almost  unexplored  archives  of  Spain,  content  themselves  with  legal 
codes  and  treatises,  books  of  travel  and  poorly  edited  collections  of 
printed  docimients  referring  to  the  sixteenth  century,  as  their  sole 
sources  of  knowledge  about  a  period  of  colonization  extending  over 
three  hundred  and  twenty- five  years.  The  chief  value,  indeed,  of  the 
present  sketch  lies  in  the  editor's  suggestive  notes. 

Mr.  Henry  Gyles  Turner's  History  of  the  Colony  of  Ficloria,  IJQJ— 
igoo  (London,  Longmans,  Green  &  Company,  1904;  2  vols.,  xvi, 
394  pp.) ,  is  written  with  a  fulness  that  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  in 
point  of  detail,  though  one  might  easily  take  exception  to  the  distribu* 
tion  of  emphasis.  The  author,  according  to  his  preface,  does  not  pre- 
tend to  be  a  trained  historian ;  his  volimxes  are  not  equipped  with  refer- 
ences or  bibliographical  apparatus ;  and  they  bear  the  impress  of  a 
strong  political  bias.  Half  of  the  space  is  devoted  to  the  relatively 
barren  period  from  1797  to  1854,  thus  limiting  the  space  given  to  the 
history  of  the  colony  since  it  has  become  a  political  society  of  consid- 
erable importance.  Mr.  Turner  has  unfortunately  failed  to  give  us  a 
fair  and  critical  account  of  the  Victorian  social  experiments  that  arc 
attracting  the  interest  of  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  has  confined  himself 
to  a  political  narrative  which  is  but  slightly  relieved  by  the  chapters  on 
the  land  question.  The  legislative  experiments  of  Victoria  Mr.  Turner 
characterises  as  an  enfeeblement  of  the  sturdy  self-reliance  of  early 
days,  and  state  socialism  he  regards  as  the  *'  lazy  self-abandonment  of 
manly  effort,  energy  and  capacity  which  mark  the  independent  demo- 
crat." It  also  seems  to  him  a  matter  of  regret  that  '*  the  profoundest 
student  of  political  economy  or  history  "  has  no  more  recognition  at 
the  ballot  box  than  the  laborer.  Interesting  as  these  suggestions  may 
be,  they  do  not  answer  the  questions  the  intelligent  public  is  asking 
about  Victoria. 
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By  the  publication  of  their  Deutsche  Reden  (Boston,  1905,  D.  C. 
Heath  &  Co.)  R.  Tombo,  Sr.,  and  R.  Tombo,  Jr. ,  have  rendered  a  service 
to  students  of  history  and  political  science  as  well  as  to  students  of  German. 
They  have  brought  together  in  a  convenient  volume,  from  sources  inac- 
cessible in  the  ordinary  college  library,  a  nimiber  of  speeches  in  the  orig- 
inal tongue  by  German  statesmen  and  publicists,  including  Dahlman, 
Bismarck,  Bebel,  Btilow  and  Wilhelm  II.     The  speeches  illustrate  great 
political  issues  and  movements  in  Germany  from  the  Revolution  of  1848 
to  recent  colonial  questions,  and  represent  various  party  doctrines  from 
Conservatism  to  Social   Democracy.     The  voliune  will  be  useful  to 
teachers  of  history  in  search  for  "  reading  "  and  to  students  equipping 
themselves  for  advanced  work. 

One  of  the  recent  products  of  the  **Fondation  Thiers  ^^  is  Louis 
Cazamian's  Le  Roman  Social  en  Angle  ierre,  1830-1850  (Paris,  Soci6t6 
noavcllc  d'  Edition,  Librairie  Georges  Bellais,  1904;  575  pp.).  This 
is  a  study  of  the  reaction  against  individualism  and  laissez  faire^  as 
illustrated  and  furthered  by  the  writings  of  Dickens,  Disraeli,  Mrs. 
Gaskell  and  Charles  Kingsley.  These  writers  are  selected,  not  because 
they  originated  the  ideas  which  they  expressed  or  the  tendencies  which 
they  represented,  but  because  they  reached  the  widest  circle  of  readers 
and  exercised  the  greatest  influence.  With  the  exception  of  Disraeli 
they  had  no  definite  programs ;  but  they  made  the  upper  and  middle 
ckisses  realize  the  misery  of  the  agricultural  and  industrial  laborers ; 
they  aroused  sympathy  and  created  **  social  remorse."  They  were  all 
conservative  in  their  instincts,  and  in  M.  Cazamian's  belief  their  writ- 
ings did  much  to  prepare  the  way  for  remedial  legislation  and  to  avoid 
the  peril  of  social  revolution.     The  book  is  most  readable. 

La  statistique :  ses  difficultes^  ses  procedh^  ses  ri sulfa ts^  by  Professor 
Andr^  Liesse  (Paris,  Guillaimiin  et  Cie,  1905) ,  is  intended,  not  for  the 
professional  statistician,  but  for  "  la  foule  des  statisticiens  improvise." 
The  author  consequently  rigidly  excludes  all  discussion  of  technique 
and  higher  theory,  confining  his  treatise  primarily  to  a  presentation  of 
the  history  of  the  science,  an  outline  of  its  scope,  its  initial  difficulties 
and  the  more  interesting  results  reached  by  its  use.  For  the  first  time 
an  attempt  is  made  to  give  a  popular  account  of  the  novel  researches 
of  Professor  Vilfredo  Pareto.  The  book  has  a  special  interest  for 
teachers  of  statistics  in  that  it  reflects  the  character  of  the  course  given 
by  the  author  at  the  Conservatoire  national  des  Arts  et  Metiers. 

The  admirable  Introduction  to  the  Infinitesimal  Calculus^  by  Pro- 
fessor Irving  Fisher,  which  has  already  passed  through  three  American 
editions  and  has  inspired  an  Italian  work  along  similar  lines,  is  now 
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translated  into  German  by  N.  Pinkus  under  the  title  Kurze  Einleiiung 
in  die  Differential-  und  Integralrechnung.  The  usefulness  of  this  litde 
treatise  to  scholars  desiring  to  keep  in  touch  with  recent  statistical  and 
economic  theory  has  been  greatly  increased,  by  the  author,  through 
fundamental  changes  in  the  treatment  of  the  principles  of  infinitesimals. 
The  translator  offers  an  explanation  of  the  slow  progress  of  the  mathe- 
matical method  in  Germany:  **Die  mangelhafte  Verbreitung  mathe- 
matischer  Kenntnisse,  die  sich  z.B.  in  den  offiziellen  Statistiken  so 
fiihlbar  macht,  und  anderseits  die  immer  noch  ausbleibende  Stellung- 
nahme  gegeniiber  der  mathbmatischen  Schule  der  Volkswirtschaftslehre 
sind,  nebst  manchen  anderen,  Uebelstande,  die  der  iiberwiegend  und 
einseitig  juristischen  Vorbildung  der  Kameralisten  zuzuschreiben  sind." 

Under  the  title  President  RooseveWs  Railroad  Policy  (Boston,  Ginn 
and  Co.,  1905),  the  Economic  Club  of  Boston  has  published  a  discus- 
sion held  under  its  auspices  on  March  9,  1905.  Addresses  were  de- 
livered by  Commissioner  Prouty,  President  Willcox  of  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson,  Judge  Grosscup  and  Mr.  Frank  Parsons.  Mr.  Prouty *s  ad- 
dress was  a  vigorous  defense  of  the  Commission  in  his  usual  brilliant 
but  extravagant  style.  In  fact,  both  his  address  and  the  reply  of  Presi- 
dent Willcox  contained  more  denunciation  than  argument.  Judge 
Grosscup  offered  his  plan,  which  has  since  beccme  familiar,  for  an  In- 
terstate Commerce  Court,  and  Mr.  Parsons  proposed  the  creation  of  a 
board  of  regulation  composed  of  representatives  of  the  interests  of  rail- 
ways, labor  and  the  general  public.  The  bcok  has  a  certain  ephemera] 
value,  although  the  views  of  all  four  of  the  participants  may  be  found 
more  adequately  expressed  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Arthur  L.  Bowley  has  reprinted,  under  the  title  England^ s  For- 
eign Trade  (London,  Swan  Sonnenschein  &  Co.,  1905  ;  x,  165  pp.)  an 
essay  written  in  competition  for  the  Cobden  Prize  in  1892.  The  essay 
in  its  present  form  is  an  excellent  brief  account  of  the  development  of 
British  foreign  trade  in  the  nineteenth  century.  What  makes  the  book 
especially  valuable  is  its  endeavor  to  correlate  movements  in  the  ex- 
pansion of  trade  with  broader  movements  in  the  economic  life  of 
the  country.  The  brevity  of  the  author's  exposition  makes  it  inevitable 
that  some  statements  which  are  not  unqualifiedly  true  should  slip  into 
the  text.  It  is  not  strictly  true,  for  example,  that  before  the  Napoleonic 
wars  the  British  colonies  were  compelled  to  export  all  their  produce  to 
England  (p.  8).  The  author's  own  figures  and  diagrams  fail  to  show 
that  at  times  in  the  Napoleonic  wars  British  trade  was  reduced  almost 
to  nil  {p.  25).  The  weakness  of  the  United  States  in  shipping  after 
the  war  of  181 2  was  due  not  so  much  to  inferior  wood  and  dear  im- 
ports (p.  29)  as  to  dear  labor  and  high  profits  in  manufacturing. 
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In  conflicts  of  private  law,  differences  of  practice  in  different  juris- 
dictions give'  rise  to  singular  problems.  For  example  :  a  court  in  state 
A  being  called  upon  to  decide  a  given  question,  finds  that,  according 
to  the  practice  obtaining  in  its  own  territory,  the  question  is  governed 
by  the  law  of  state  B ;  but  on  investigating  the  law  of  state  B  it  finds 
that  the  courts  of  that  state,  if  seized  of  the  same  case,  would  apply  the 
law  of  state  A.  The  question  then  arises  :  Should  the  court  of  state  A 
follow  its  own  rule  of  international  private  law  and  apply  the  territorial 
law  of  state  B,  or  should  it  apply  its  own  territorial  law?  Continental 
jurists  who  accept  the  latter  solution  speak  of  a  renvoi  or  Ruchferwei- 
sung,  A  similar  but  distinct  problem  arises  when  the  court  of  state  A 
starts  to  apply  the  law  of  state  B,  but  finds  that  the  courts  of  that  state, 
if  seized  of  the  same  case,  would  apply  the  law  of  state  C.  The  con- 
tinental jurists  who  assert  that  in  such  a  case  the  court  of  state  A  should 
apply  the  territorial  law  of  state  C  speak  again,  not  very  happily,  of  a 
renvoi  or,  more  accurately,  of  a  Weiterverweisung.  Further  compli- 
cations are  possible,  but  these  will  suffice  for  illustration.  In  his  Notes 
on  the  Doctrine  of  Renvoi  in  Private  International  Law  (London, 
Stevens  and  Sons,  1904  ;  124  pp.)»  ^oYm  Pawley  Bate,  reader  of  inter- 
national law  in  the  Inns  of  Court,  discusses  all  these  questions  from  the 
points  of  view  of  legal  theory,  of  expediency,  and  of  actual  practice  in 
different  countries.  His  book  covers  the  ground  ;  his  presentation  of 
the  complex  problems  treated  is  a  model  of  lucidity ;  and  his  conclu- 
sions are  characterized  by  an  uncommon  degree  of  common  sense. 

To  O.  Q.  van  Swinderen's  Esquisse  du  droit  penal  actuei  dans  les 
PayS'Bas  et  a  I'etranger^di  fifth  bulky  volume  has  been  added  (P. 
Noordhoff,  Groningen,  1903  ;  xvi,  472  pp.)*  The  work  is  a  collection 
of  material  from  all  parts  of  the  world :  it  includes  penal  codes  and 
special  penal  laws,  proposed  or  adopted,  with  critical  notes  by  the 
learned  editor.  All  the  matter  not  originally  published  in  French  is 
translated  into  that  language.  There  is  no  discernible  plan  of  arrange- 
ment, and  the  transitions  from  text  to  comment  and  from  one  country 
to  another  are  indicated  only  in  the  table  of  contents  and  on  the  page 
margins.  All  the  material  is  of  value,  and  much  of  it  is  not  elsewhere 
so  easily  accessible ;  but  the  compilation  will  not  be  really  useful  to  stu- 
dents until  it  is  furnished  with  an  alphabetical  index  of  countries  and  of 
topics.  The  chief  features  of  the  fifth  volume  are  :  a  penal  code  which 
was  sulHnitted  to  the  Norwegian  parliament,  1893-96,  but  has  not  yet 
been  enacted;  the  penal  code  of  Appenzell,  in  force  since  1899 ;  the 
penal  code  of  the  Sudan,  put  in  force  in  1899  by  proclamation  of  Gov- 
ernor-General Kitchener;  a  Dutch  law  of  1 901,  concerning -juvenile 
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offenders;  and  a  Dutch  law  of  1903,  which  owes  its  existence  to  the 
great  railway  strike  of  that  year.  In  connection  with  these  Dutch  laws 
the  editor  gives  the  governmental  and  legislative  reports  and  the  de- 
bates, including  (pp.  460-469)  an  aperfu  of  the  chief  European  and 
American  statutes  concerning  intimidation  and  concerning  refusal  of 
public  service. 

In  addition  to  the  works  on  Japanese  feunily  law  which  seemed  to 
demand  formal  review  because  of  the  eminence  of  their  authors  or  the 
exhaustive  character  of  the  works  themselves,  and  which  are  therefore 
reviewed  in  this  niunber  of  the  Quarterly,  a  word  should  be  said  of 
two  excellent  compilations  of  moderate  bulk,  which  appear  to  be  doctor 
dissertations — ^Kojiro  Iwasaki's  Das  japanische  Eherecht  (Ross- 
berg'sche  Verlagsbuchhandlung,  Leipzig,  1904,  vii,  64  pp.)  and 
Saburo  Sakamoto's  Das  Ehescheidur^srecht  Japans  (Mayer  &  Mfiller, 
Berlin,  1903,  viii,  107  pp.)*  Each  gives  a  fairly  complete  sketch  of 
the  development  of  Japanese  marriage  and  of  the  iimovations  intro- 
duced by  the  civil  code ;  and  each  contains,  as  regards  the  primitive 
organization  of  the  Japanese  house,  the  same  conflicting  statements 
which  are  found  in  the  more  elaborate  works  of  Ikeda  and  of  Tsugani. 
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POLITICAL    SCIENCE 
QUARTERLY 


SUFFRAGE   LIMITATION  IN  LOUISIANA 

WHEN  in  1898,  after  years  of  ever-increasing  agitation, 
a  Convention  was  called  to  frame  a  new  constitution 
for  the  state  of  Louisiana,  it  was  clearly  understood 
by  everyone  that  the  main  object  of  the  gathering  was  the 
elimination  of  the  negro  from  Louisiana  politics.  So  completely 
did  this  consideration  absorb  the  attention  of  the  members  of 
the  Convention  that  men  belonging  to  the  best  element  in  that 
body,  men  whose  motives  are  vouched  for  by  unimpeachable 
characters,  joined  with  the  less  scrupulous  in  the  perpetration 
of  political  excesses  which  today  are  glaringly  evident  to  the 
most  ordinary  mind.  These  excesses  appear  in  the  provisions 
of  the  present  constitution  which  extend  the  patronage  of  the 
governor  and  in  those  which  deal  with  the  suffrage.  To  discuss 
the  patronage  system  is  no  part  of  the  object  of  this  article ;  but 
it  may  be  well  to  indicate  the  reason  for  its  establishment.  In 
making  so  large  a  number  of  offices  appointive  by  the  governor, 
it  was  the  purpose  of  the  Convention  to  insure  the  placing  of 
white  Democrats  in  office  in  those  parishes  of  the  state  in  which 
the  blacks  were  very  largely  in  the  majority  and  in  which  it  was 
conceivable  that  the  suffrage  provisions  might  fail  to  attain  the 
end  desired.'  The  extension  of  the  governor's  patronage. 
accordingly,  was  a  measure  subsidiary  to  the  restriction  of  negro 
suffrage.     It  is  to  the  suffrage  article,  the  circumstances  of  its 

*Io  St.  Charles  Parish,  for  example,  the  registration  of  1896  showed  1671  colored 
voteiSf  of  whom  504  were  literate,  against  55S  white  voters,  of  whom  but  291  were 
litente. 

177 


178  POUTICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY  [Vou  XXI 

framing  and  passage,  and  the  motives  that  actuated  the  Con- 
vention in  its  adoption,  that  our  attention  will  be  devoted. 

It  is  necessary  to  recognize,  at  the  very  outset,  that  the  col- 
ored inhabitants  of  Louisiana  between  1868  and  1898  must  be 
divided  into  two  classes — negroes  and  negro  politicians.  We 
must  recognize  also  two  standpoints  from  which  these  classes 
must  be  viewed,  the  moral  and  the  political.  From  a  moral 
standpoint  the  negro,  on  the  average,  was  a  good  citizen ;  the 
negro  politician,  vile.  From  a  political  standpoint  both  were 
bad,  because  in  politics  the  negro  was  dominated  by  the  negro 
politician.  To  those  who  know  nothing  of  this  lower  type  of 
negro  that  once  flourished  all  over  the  South,  experience  with 
the  white  professional  politician,  a  knowledge  of  his  aims,  his 
motives  and  the  extent  of  his  scruples,  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  moral  depths  to  which  members  of  a  previously  degraded 
race  would  sink,  when  presented  with  opportunities  and  impelled 
by  motives  similar  to  those  which  combine  to  create  the  lowest 
type  of  the  white  professional  politician. 

It  was  with  the  object,  then,  of  eliminating  as  large  a  propor- 
tion as  possible  of  the  negroes,  without  a  like  sacrifice  of  white 
citizens,  that  the  suffrage  article  was  framed.  This  task  was 
committed  by  the  Convention  to  a  suffrage  committee  of  twenty- 
five.  Forty-six  days  intervened  between  the  naming  of  the 
committee  and  the  final  passage  of  the  article.  During  these 
weeks  there  was  a  lively  discussion  of  the  topic  throughout  the 
state.  From  time  to  time  drafts  of  a  plan  would  be  given  out 
by  the  committee,  only  to  be  modified  and  remodified  again  and 
again,  every  new  project  being  greeted  with  a  literal  storm  of 
comment,  most  of  it  in  the  form  of  a  howl  of  disapproval,  and 
everybody  disapproving  for  a  different  reason.  In  an  editorial 
of  March  4,  1898,  the  New  Orleans  Times-Democrat  summed 
up  the  situation  pretty  accurately.  After  speaking  of  the 
numerous  plans  already  proposed  (one  the  day  before),  strongly 
condemning  them  all  and  predicting  that  the  work  would  take 
several  weeks,  the  editorial  went  on  to  say : 

The  chief  reason  of  this  feiilure  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  suffrage 
committee  has  tried  to  do  too  much — has  attempted  the  impossible. 
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It  has  aimed  at  placing  every  white  voter  on  the  poll  lists  and  keeping 
oat  nearly  every  negro,  without  violating  the  federal  constitution.  The 
result  has  been  to  make  too  many  conditions  and  exceptions  and  to 
create  too  many  classes  of  voters. 

To  make  this  comment  intelligible,  it  is  necessary  to  explain 
briefly  just  what  had  been  done  by  the  committee  up  to  this 
time.  It  may  also  be  well  to  attempt,  at  this  point,  a  broad 
classification  of  the  members  of  the  Convention,  on  the  basis  of 
the  motives  that  prompted  them,  into  three  groups — the  profes- 
sional politicians,  who  were  pursuing  their  own  interests ;  thte 
well-meaning  members,  who  were  considering  the  best  interests 
of  the  state ;  and  a  small  group  which  was  seeking  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  negro  voter  simply  because  he  was  a  negro.  This 
classification  will  be  reexamined  in  detail  further  on,  and  an 
attempt  will  be  made  to  estimate  the  relative  proportion  of  the 
three  groups  in  the  Convention;  but  the  rough  outline  just 
given  is  necessary  for  a  comprehension  of  the  suffrage  article 
as  it  appeared  when  the  Times-Democrat  criticized  its  many 
"  conditions,"  "  exceptions "  and  "  classes  of  voters.**  The 
article  provided  that  men  might  vote : 

(i)  Under  an  educational  qualification. 

(2)  Under  a  property  qualification  ($3CX)). 

(3)  Because  their  wives  had  property. 

(4)  Because  their  minor  children  were  property-holders. 

(5)  Because  they  were  registered  in  1868. 

(6)  Because,  while  not  registered  in  1868,  they  might  have 
been  if  they  had  thought  it  worth  while. 

(7)  Because  their  ancestors  were  either  registered  in  1868  or 
might  have  been. 

(8)  Because  of  naturalization  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
new  constitution.' 

Let  us  take  up  these  sections  one  by  one,  note  the  circum- 
stances and  motives  behind  the  introduction  of  each  section  into 

■  In  the  article  as  drafted,  class  i  appeared  in  section  3;  classes  2,  3  and  4  ap- 
peared in  section  4;  and  classes  5»  6,  7  and  8  in  section  5.  In  what  foUows  I  take 
the  Uberty  of  referring  to  each  of  the  classes  as  if  it  were  provided  for  in  a  separate 
section  as  numbered  in  the  above  tabulated  list. 
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the  article,  and  thus  see  in  the  interest  of  which  of  the  three 
groups  in  the  Convention  it  was  intended  to  operate. 

( 1 )  The  educational  qualification,  of  course,  was  used  as  a 
first  general  means  of  disqualifying  a  large  proportion  of  the 
negroes.  To  a  few  members  of  the  Convention  this  one  dis- 
criminating qualification  seemed  sufficient.  The  great  majority, 
however,  found  it  inadequate.  It  did  not  satisfy  the  majority 
even  of  those  who  wished  to  eliminate  the  negro  voter  because 
they  thought  this  for  the  best  interest  of  the  state ;  for,  in  view 
of  the  large  number  of  illiterate  whites,  it  was  thought  that  the 
proportion  of  white  voters  to  colored  voters  would  not  be  large 
enough  to  serve  the  purpose.  It  did  not  satisfy  the  negro-hater, 
because  it  did  not  eliminate  all  the  negroes.  Nothing  could 
have  satisfied  this  small  class  short  of  a  violation  of  the  federal 
constitution.  It  did  not  satisfy  the  politician,  because  it  elimi- 
nated too  many  whites,  and  these  of  precisely  the  class  that 
best  served  his  purposes. 

(2)  Almost  everybody,  then,  favored  the  introduction  of  a 
second  qualification,  the  owning  of  property  to  the  value  of 
$300.  It  is  clear,  of  course,  that  those  who  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  number  of  negroes  entitled  to  vote  under  the  first 
qualification  remained  dissatisfied  with  the  entire  article,  because 
the  seven  additional  qualifications  could  only  add  to  the  number 
of  voters ;  but  the  property  qualification  satisfied  almost  all  the 
rest  of  that  group  of  members  whom  we  will  henceforth  desig- 
nate as  the  **  better  element "  in  the  Convention,  who  feared 
that  the  educational  qualification  had  eliminated  too  large  a 
number  of  whites.  The  professional  politicians,  however,  were 
far  from  satisfied. 

(3)  and  (4)  To  the  direct  property  qualification  was  there- 
fore added,  wholly  in  the  interest  of  the  politicians,  the  provis- 
ions in  favor  of  men  whose  wives  or  minor  children  owned  pro- 
perty to  the  value  of  $300. 

(5)  and  (6)  We  have  said  that  almost  the  entire  better 
element  was  satisfied  with  sections  i  and  2,  and  desired  no  ad- 
ditional qualifications.  There  were,  however,  some  in  this  group 
who,  from  motives  purely  sentimental,  were  unwilling  to  see 
Confederate   veterans   disfranchised    because   of    illiteracy   or 
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poverty.  To  satisfy  this  sentiment,  it  was  further  provided 
that  anyone  might  vote  who  had  registered  prior  to  1868  or  who 
possessed  the  necessary  qualifications  for  registering  at  that  time. 

(7)  This  section,  which  followed  close  upon  5  and  6,  is  the 
famous  "  grandfather  clause."  This  **  clause  "  consists  of  three 
or  four  unpretentious  words  in  section  5  of  the  suffrs^e  article 
as  finally  passed  through  the  Convention,  seemingly  as  an  un- 
important addition  to  what  preceded.  At  first  sight,  it  appears 
to  be  only  an  extension  of  the  sentimental  sections,  5  and  6, 
providing  for  Confederate  veterans,  to  the  descendants  of  such 
veterans ;  but  in  fact  it  was  largely  a  device  of  the  politicians 
to  add  to  the  number  of  illiterate  white  voters. 

(8)  This  section,  which  secures  the  right  of  voting  to  all  for- 
eigners naturalized  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  was 
introduced  wholly  in  the  interest  of  the  ward  politicians  of  New 
Orleans.  No  provision  in  the  article  raised  so  great  a  storm  of 
opposition  all  over  the  state  as  did  this  one.  It  seemed  to  have 
the  effect  of  opening  the  eyes  of  a  large  number  of  the  public, 
who  were  satisfied  up  to  this  point,  to  the  significant  part  pro- 
fessional politics  was  playing  in  the  Convention.  It  was  in- 
tended to  qualify  the  large  number  of  illiterate  and  poor  Italians 
who  had  settled  in  the  down-town  wards  of  New  Orleans,  where 
they  were  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  ward  bosses.  The 
plan  was  to  naturalize  the  entire  batch  and  rush  them  to  the 
registration  office  before  the  day  of  the  final  adoption  of  the 
constitution. 

This  then  is  the  suffrage  article  as  it  appeared  on  March  4. 
Now  arises  the  question:  In  whose  interest  mainly  was  it 
framed  ?  The  answer  will  be  the  same  as  to  the  question :  What 
element  dominated  the  Convention?  On  the  basis  of  motive 
in  eliminating  the  negro  voter,  I  have  divided  the  Convention 
into  three  classes.  On  the  basis  of  interest  subserved  in  the 
framing  of  the  article,  only  two  classes,  the  professional  poli- 
ticians and  the  better  element,  seem  to  have  exercised  an  ap- 
preciable influence.  All  the  eight  sections  serve  the  purpose  of 
the  professional  politicians,  which  was  to  secure  as  large  an 
illiterate  white  vote  as  possible  without  admitting  the  negroes  to 
the  suffrage.     Of  the  eight  sections  only  the  first  two  were  neces- 
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saiy  to  serve  the  purpose  of  the  better  element,  while  the  other 
six  worked  directly  against  their  object,  which  was  to  secure  as 
large  a  deserving  white  vote  as  possible,  by  reason  either  of 
educational  or  property  qualification,  and  to  eliminate  as  large  a 
proportion  of  the  negro  vote  as  possible.  In  the  light  of  more 
recent  events,  it  cannot  be  questioned  that,  with  the  Democrats 
once  in  power,  these  educational  and  property  qualifications, 
worked  as  they  are  today,  are  adequate  to  insure  a  white  ma- 
jority in  every  parish  in  the  state.  The  other  six,  then,  are  in- 
troduced mainly  to  add  to  the  number  of  white  voters  of  that 
class  best  fitted  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  professional  poli- 
tician. 

This  gives  us  an  indication  of  the  proportion  of  the  two  ele- 
ments in  the  Convention.  I  had  hoped,  at  first,  to  be  able  to 
make  an  actual  count  of  the  members  of  the  Convention,  taking 
up  each  member  individually  and  determining  from  personal 
study  the  class  to  which  he  should  be  assigned,  and  thus  to  give 
the  size  of  these  two  classes  in  definite  figures.  After  consider- 
able work  along  these  lines,  I  was  compelled  to  abandon  this 
hope.  Any  figures  given  could  have  been  attacked  by  anyone 
making  a  similar  study,  and  neither  I  nor  he  would  have  been 
able  to  maintain  the  grounds  on  which  judgments  in  individual 
cases  were  based.  The  Convention  is  too  recent  an  event. 
Almost  all  the  members  are  alive  today.  The  discussion  of  a 
large  number  of  individual  cases,  which  would  be  necessary  in 
giving  the  grounds  on  which  definite  figures  were  based,  would 
inevitably  assume  too  personal  a  character.  On  the  basis,  how- 
ever, of  the  knowledge  gained  by  a  partial  investigation  of  the 
character  above  indicated,'  together  with  a  tolerably  close  study 
of  the  proceedings,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  at  least  60 
per  cent  of  the  Convention  worked  in  the  interests  of  profes- 
sional politicians — ^with  what  success,  I  have  already  shown. 
How  far  the  suffrage  article  failed  to  satisfy  the  better  element 

'  Of  134  members  I  obtained  infonnation  regarding  69,  leaving  65  doubtful.  Of 
the  69,  50  were  politicians  and  19  not.  Knowing  that  I  should  be  more  apt  to  learn 
of  the  politicians  by  reputation  than  of  the  non -politicians,  I  gave  the  latter  a  larger 
percentage  of  the  doubtful,  35  to  30.  This  brings  the  total  to  85  politicians  and  49 
non -politicians;  in  percentage,  63  to  37. 
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and  the  intelligence  of  the  state  outside  the  Convention,  may  be 
gathered  from  some  of  the  bitter  editorials  published  in  repre- 
sentative journals.  Some  of  these  can  be  found  in  the  New 
Orleans  Picayune  of  March  13.  The  New  Orleans  Times- 
Democrat  has  this  comment:  "Here  we  have  eight  different 
classes  of  voters,  with  every  possible  trick  and  combination 
utilized  save  the  understanding  clause."  A  few  days  later,  when 
two  other  classes  had  been  added  (one  of  them  very  desirable, 
vis,  the  woman  property  voter  on  certain  questions),  the  same 
journal  said : 

In  the  other  states  of  the  Union,  all  voters  hold  their  electoral  fran- 
chise by  the  same  law  and  title,  and  under  the  same  conditions.  It 
remains  to  the  suffrage  committee  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  to 
create  some  more  classes  of  voters,  each  enjoying  the  franchise  imder 
a  different  title,  under  different  conditions,  and  because  of  different 
qualifications. 

(i)  The  educated  voter,  that  is,  the  voter  who  can  read  and  write. 
He  is  the  only  one  in  the  entire  batch,  except  the  woman  voter,  who 
is  not  illiterate. 

(2)  The  property  voter,  illiterate,  but  worth  ^300. 

(3)  The  squaw  voter  (wife  worth  f  300). 

(4)  The  papoose  voter  (children  worth  ^300). 

(5)  The  1868  voter. 

(6)  The  could-have-becn  voter — ^thc  fellow  who  might  have  voted 
in  1868  but  did  not  think  it  worth  while. 

(7)  The  hereditaiy  voter. 

(8)  The  privileged  «*  Dago  "  voter. 

(9)  The  woman  property  voter  (on  certain  questions  only). 

(10)  The  woman  proxy  voter. 

I  have  quoted  the  above  passage  from  the  Times- Democrat — 
this  journal  and  the  Picayune  being  the  largest,  most  reputable 
and  most  influential  in  the  state — to  bring  out  more  clearly  the 
fact  that  the  suffrage  article,  in  the  slightly  modified  form  in 
which  it  was  finally  passed  through  the  Convention,  was  the 
work  of  professional  politicians,  and  that  only  two  sections  were 
generally  favored  by  the  better  element  in  the  Convention  and  in 
the  state. 

The  question  immediately  arises :   How  then  is  the  support  of 
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this  article  by  the  Picayune  to  be  explained  without  classing  that 
journal  outside  the  better  element?  The  explanation  is  simple. 
I  have  placed  the  proportion  of  politicians  in  the  Convention  at 
60  per  cent  and  the  better  element  at  40  per  cent.  Now  when 
the  vote  came  to  be  taken  on  section  5  of  the  final  plan,  which 
embraced  sections  5,  6,  7  and  8  of  the  plan  as  I  have  formulated 
it,  we  find  the  section  carried  in  the  Convention  by  a  vote  of  85 
to  45.  If  my  estimate  of  the  strength  of  the  different  groups 
is  correct,  it  appears  that  some  five  per  cent  of  the  better  ele- 
ment voted  with  the  politicians.  This  is  just  what  happened. 
Now-the  attitude  of  the  Picayune  was  exactly  that  of  this  small 
proportion  of  the  better  element.  That  they  were  conscientious 
in  their  vote,  I  am  led  to  believe  by  my  knowledge  of  the  men 
themselves.  Their  sentiments  were  reflected  in  the  editorials 
of  the  Picayune.  They  held  that,  while  the  position  of  the 
majority  of  the. better  element  was  sound  as  far  as  applied  to 
New  Orleans,  a  larger  enfranchisement  of  the  whites  than  was 
provided  for  in  the  educational  and  property  qualifications  was 
necessary  to  insure  a  white  majority  in  many  of  the  country 
parishes.  There  was  also  a  large  element  in  the  population  of 
Louisiana  known  as  the  French  Acadians.  They  were  among 
the  oldest  inhabitants  of  the  state,  and  they  had  fought  bravely 
in  the  Civil  war ;  but  the  precentage  of  poverty  and  illiteracy 
among  them  was  extremely  high.  The  minority  of  the  better 
element  deemed  it  unjust  to  deprive  these  citizens  of  the  ballot. 

This  explains  the  support  of  the  Picayune  and  of  the  five 
per  cent  of  the  better  element  who  voted  with  the  politicians. 
But  the  majority  of  this  element,  represented  by  the  Times- 
Democrat  and  similar  journals  all  over  the  state,  while  not  at- 
tempting to  conceal  the  fact  that  they  wanted  the  negro  disfran- 
chised, did  not  desire  any  such  wholesale  enfranchisement  of 
illiterate  whitfes  as  is  the  object  and  effect  of  section  5. 

This  leads  us  to  a  consideration  of  the  attitude  of  the  Con- 
vention toward  the  negro.  Here  again  we  have  to  analyze  the 
position  of  our  three  classes,  the  professional  politicians,  the 
better  element,  and  the  very  small  class  drawn  from  both,  the 
natural  negro-haters. 

We  have  seen  that  the  politicians  were  in  the  majority.    Their 
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attitude  toward  the  neg^  was  wholly  determined  by  selfish 
political  interests.  In  the  negro  they  saw  only  a  possible  voter 
whom  they  could  not  utilize  on  account  of  his  traditional  ad- 
herence to  the  Republican  party.  Though  in  a  minority  in  the 
state,  this  party,  with  the  negro  vote,  was  large  enough  to  prove 
a  menace  to  the  professional  Democrat,  that  type  of  Democrat 
who  in  Pennsylvania  would  be  a  Republican.  Only  two  years 
before  the  Convention,  1 896,  and  again  eight  years  before,  in 
1888,  the  ward  bosses  of  New  Orleans  had  been  put  out  of 
power  by  a  reform  movement  which,  by  fusion  with  the  Repub- 
licans, had  utilized  this  vote.  No  feeling  toward  the  negro,  as 
a  negro,  constituted  any  part  of  the  motives  of  the  professional 
politicians.  If  the  majority  of  the  negroes  in  the  state  had 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  the  politicians  would  have  fought  to 
the  last  ditch  against  any  attempt  to  disfranchise  the  negro. 

The  better  element  in  the  Convention  wanted  the  negro  dis- 
franchised because  in  him  they  saw  an  aid  rather  than  a  hind- 
rance to  the  professional  Democrats.  This  element  was  trying 
to  secure  good  government  for  the  state,  such  government  as 
they  could  not  hope  to  get  under  the  rule  of  the  professional 
Democratic  politicians.  They  saw  that  the  only  means  of  at- 
taining this  end  was  by  white  opposition  to  the  professionals. 
Such  opposition  was  impossible  on  account  of  the  bugbear  of 
negfro  domination  set  up  by  the  politicians  at  the  least  sugges- 
tion of  a  split  in  the  white  Democratic  ranks.  They  well  knew 
the  potency  of  that  cry  to  hold  the  white  Democrats  within  their 
ranks.  Only  in  New  Orleans,  where  the  percentage  of  intelli- 
gence was  higher  and  the  negro  vote  smaller,  did  this  cry  fail 
to  have  its  effect.  There,  reform  movements  could  win.  A 
reform  movement  embracing  the  entire  state  was  seen  to  be  an 
impossibility  so  long  as  the  negro  remained  a  factor  in  politics. 
The  better  element,  then,  wanted  the  negro  di^ranchised  in 
order  that  a  white  opposition,  if  not  open,  at  least  potential, 
might  serve  as  a  check  to  the  professional  politicians  throughout 
the  state,  with  even  a  possibility  of  their  overthrow  and  the 
substitution  of  a  better  class  of  political  leaders. 

Perhaps  ten  per  cent  of  the  Convention — after  a  close  study 
of  its  personnel  and  proceedings,  T  put  this  as  the  highest  pos- 
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sible  estimate — ^were  opposed  to  the  negro  simply  because  he 
was  a  negro.  Their  feelings  toward  the  negro  were  the  result 
of  temperament,  intensified  by  education  and  tradition.  This 
was  such  a  class  as  would  inevitably  arise  in  any  society  placed 
in  similar  circumstances  and  inheriting  similar  traditions.  Per- 
haps the  greatest  injustice  done  to  Southern  legislators  by 
their  Northern  critics  lies  in  the  latters*  overestimation  of  this 
class  in  their  analysis  of  the  motives  of  negro  disfranchisement. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  further  into  the  subsequent  proceed- 
ings of  the  Convention  in  adoption  of  the  suffrage  article.  Its 
formal  presentation  was  followed  by  sixteen  days  of  debate  and 
reconsideration.  During  the  first  three  days  the  discussion  was 
particularly  hot  and,  at  times,  acrimonious.  The  woman  proxy 
voter,  the  squaw  voter  and  the  papoose  voter  were  eliminated. 
The  naturalization  provision  was  changed,  fixing  the  time  at 
January,  1898,  instead  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution;  and 
a  poll  tax  requirement  was  added.  We  need  not  go  into  the 
warm  discussion  of  the  poll  tax  that  occupied  a  good  part  of 
the  Convention's  time,  because  the  lines  that  divided  the  Con- 
vention on  this  subject  were  differently  drawn  from  those  that 
marked  off  the  opposing  parties  in  their  attitude  toward  the  other 
provisions. 

This  review  of  the  passage  of  the  suffrage  article  in  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1898  brings  out  clearly  several  points 
that  it  may  be  well  to  emphasize  in  closing.  In  the  first  place, 
it  corrects  the  erroneous  notion  that  exists  in  many  minds  that 
the  disfranchisement  of  the  negro  in  the  South  is  the  result  of  a 
prejudice  against  the  negro  as  a  negro.  How  far  this  may  be 
true  in  other  states,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say ;  but  my  study  of 
motives  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Louisiana  has  con- 
vinced me  that  in  that  body  ten  per  cent  is  a  large  estimate  of 
the  class  who  were  controlled  by  this  motive. 

Another  thing  that  needs  to  be  borne  in  mind  is  that  only  the 
first  two  qualifications,  with  the  possible  exception  of  that  which 
was  to  operate  to  the  benefit  of  Confederate  veterans,  were  in  con- 
formity with  the  ideas  of  the  majority  of  the  better  element  in 
the  Convention,  the  others  being  devices  of  the  politicians.  It 
must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  none  of  the  sections  added  in 
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the  interest  of  politicians  disfranchises  anybody;  they  en- 
franchise a  few  negroes  and  many  whites.  Important  in  this 
connection  is  the  fact  that  the  so-called  ''  grandfather  clause " 
is  only  one  of  the  devices  which  do  not  disfranchise  anyone. 
If  a  negro  can  satisfy  the  commissioners  that  he  possesses  the 
requisite  educational  qualification,  or  can  prove  that  he  owns 
$300  in  property,  or  that  he  was  a  foreigner  naturalized  prior 
to  the  year  1898,  he  can  vote  in  Louisiana  regardless  of  the 
status  of  his  ancestors.  Moreover,  if  he  can  show  that  one  of 
his  ancestors  was  entitled  to  the  franchise  in  Louisiana  prior  to 
1 868 — as  some  of  them  have  done,  the  ancestor  having  been  a 
white  man — he  cannot  be  denied  a  franchise  today."  If  anyone 
chooses  to  regard  this  distinction  between  disfranchising  some 
persons  and  enfranchising  other  persons  as  a  distinction  without 
a  difference,  he  is  at  liberty  to  do  so,  but  it  is  well  to  bear  the 
distinction  in  mind. 

At  any  rate,  it  is  only  fair  to  the  better  element  of  the  white 
citizens  of  Louisiana  to  recognise  their  true  position  in  regard 
to  section  5  of  the  suffrage  article,  the  circumstances  and  mo- 
tives that  gave  rise  to  it,  who  favored  it  and  in  whose  interest  it 
was  meant  to  operate.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
larger  part  of  this  element  in  Louisiana  would  like  to  see  it  and 
kindred  clauses  stricken  from  the  Constitution,  because  the  re- 
peal would  not  add  a  single  colored  voter  to  the  registration  list 
and  would  eliminate  part  of  the  undesirable  illiterate  vote. 
The  percentage  of  white  literacy  in  Louisiana  is  increasing  fast, 
and  is  high  enough  all  over  the  state  to  render  the  votes  of 
illiterate  whites,  if  they  were  ever  necessary,  now  unnecessary 
to  insure  white  supremacy  in  Louisiana  politics. 

J.  L.  Warren  Woodville. 

TuLANB  Univbrsity,  New  Orlbans. 

'  Legitimaqr  constitutes  do  part  of  the  requirement,  since  natural  children  are 
recopiized  in  the  Louisiana  law. 

Supplementary  Note. — ^The  following  statistics,  taken  from  the  Louisi- 
ana official  reports  published  by  the  secretary  of  state,  illustrate  conditions 
prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution  and  the  effect  of  its  pro- 
visions regarding  the  suffrage. 
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I.  VonXS  UdSTERKD  IN  1896  AND  IN  I9OO:   COLOR 

WhiU  Colored 

1896 152,267  127,263 

1900 125,437  5.354 

II.  VonXS  RBGISTBRSD  IN  1 896:   LiTBRATBS  AND  IlUTKRATBS 

Wkitt  Colored 

Literate    123,960  3^587 

Illiterate ^   28,307  95,876 

III.  VOTBRS  RBGISTERKD  IN  I9OO:  QUAUFICATION 

White  Colored 

Under  educational  qualification  86, 1 57  4,327 

Under  property  qualification 10,793  9^^ 

Under  section  5 28,487  iii 

The  figures  for  whites  registered  under  section  5  are  greatly  swelled  from 
the  fact  that  many  white  politicians,  educated  and  property  holders,  regis- 
tered under  this  section  to  give  it  an  air  of  respectability  for  those  who 
could  register  under  no  other.  The  figures  in  Table  II  show  that  if  an  ed- 
ucational qualification  alone  had  been  provided,  28,307  whites  and  95,876 
blacks  would  have  been  disfranchised,  leaving  the  whites  a  majority  of 
92,373  in  the  state.  Below  are  given  the  figures  for  those  parishes  where 
the  percentage  of  white  illiteracy  was  highest: 

IV.  Voters  registered  in  Acadia  Parish  in  1896 

White  Colored 

Literate  1,594  96 

lUitcrate 1,163  545 

V.  Voters  registered  in  Assumption  Parish  in  1896 

White  Colored 

Literate   1,385  606 

Illiterate 1,141  1,861 

VI.  Voters  registered  in  St.  Charles  Parish  in  1896 

White  Colored 

Literate  « 291  504 

Illiferate 267  1,167 

VII.  Voters  registered  in  West  Baton  Rouge  Parish  in  1896 

White  Colored 

Literate   486  430 

Illiterate 282  1,443 

In  the  two  last-named  parishes,  the  negroes  were  in  the  majority.  St. 
Charles  was  the  only  parish  in  the  state  where  the  literate  negroes  were  in 
the  majority.  In  West  Baton  Rouge  the  educational  qualification  alone 
would  have  given  the  whites  a  majority  of  38.  That  is,  20  white  literate 
Republicans  in  this  parish  would  place  the  negroes  in  the  ascendancy.  The 
following  tables  show  the  result  in  these  panshes  four  years  later,  the  con- 
stitution of  1898  having  been  put  into  operation  in  the  meantime: 
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VIII.  VOTBXS  RBGISTBRED  IN  ACADIA  PARISH  IN  I9OO 

WhiU  Colored 

Under  edncational  qualification    1 13 19  ^' 

Under  property  qualification 511  5 

Under  section  5 3x4  o 

Total 2,144  II 

IX.  VOTBRS  RBGISTERXD  IN  ASSUMPnON  PARISH  IN  I9OO 

WhiU  Cohred 

Under  educational  qualification    510  1 32 

Under  property  qualification 42  25 

Under  section  5 I»I52  o 

Total 1,742  157 

X.  Voters  rrgistsrbd  in  St.  Charles  Parish  in  1900 

WhiU  Cohred 

Under  educational  qualification    350  13 

Under  property  qualification 16  i 

Under  section  5 700  o  • 

Total 1,066  14 

XI.  Voters  registered  in  West  Baton  Rouge  Parish  in  1900 

WhiU  Colored 

Under  educational  qualification    365  3 

Under  property  qualification 89  9 

Under  section  5 63  o 

Total 517  12 

A  comparison  of  Tables  IV-VII  with  Tables  VIII-XI  throws  much  light 
on  the  working  of  the  new  constitution. 

LiUri^U         N^roe^  registered 

Nesroes,  1S96    ^*nder  educational 

qualification,  1 900 

Acadia 96  6 

Assumption 606  1 32 

St.  Charles 504  13 

West  Baton  Rouge 430  3 

Total 1,636  154 

That  is,  1482  negroes  in  these  parishes,  classed  as  literate  in  1896  and  who 
could  have  registered  under  the  educational  qualification,  failed  to  do  so, 
only  1 54  taking  advantage  of  their  literacy.  The  fact  is  that  most  of  them 
had  a  vague  idea  that  the  recent  constitution  had  disfranchised  them,  and 
that  they  could  not  vote  because  they  were  negroes.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
failure  to  pay  the  poll  tax  provided  for  in  the  new  constitution  disfranchised 
a  large  number.  The  professional  politicians  paid  those  of  a  large  number 
of  the  illiterate  whites  whose  votes  they  controlled.  For  the  entire  state  the 
figures  are:  31,587  negroes  registered  as  literate  in  1896,  and  4,327  regis- 
tered under  the  educational  qualification  of  1900,  leaving  a  difference  of 
27.260.  J.  L.  W.  W. 
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TWO  centuries  ago,  when  the  United  States  was  not  yet  a 
dream  of  the  future,  the  pioneers  of  the  American  West^ 
the  French  Canadian  coureurs  de  bois^  opened  up  the 
western  trade  routes  from  Hudson's  Bay  to  Louisiana  and  laid 
the  first  foundations  of  a  line  of  great  cities.  Among  these  may 
be  named  Detroit,  Sault  Ste  Marie,  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Pittsburgh 
and  New  Orleans.  That  chapter  is,  however,  long  since  closed 
except  for  the  faint  traces  of  race  occasionally  still  noticeable 
on  the  Mississippi.  As  regards  population,  the  debt  was  more 
than  repaid  after  the  peace  of  1783,  when  Loyalists  founded 
Upper  Canada  and  New  Brunswick  and  settled  the  eastern  town- 
ships  of  Quebec.  For  the  subject  in  hand  we  come  down 
to  much  nearer  years,  of  which  we  have  more  or  less  exact 
information,  and  run  our  eye  not  further  back  than  a  few 
years  before  British  North  America  became  the  Dominion  of 
Canada. 

During  the  half  century  ending  in  1900,  then,  one  finds  that 
at  least  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  Canadians  moved 
across  the  border  into  the  United  States.  This  exodus  is  one 
of  the  notable  facts  in  Canada's  history.  For  a  time  it  dis- 
mayed a  large  section  of  the  Canadian  people,  bringing  them 
almost  to  despair  of  their  political  future.  But  the  country  is 
now  attracting  population  alike  from  Europe  and  the  United 
States.  Its  progress  is  one  of  the  important  events  in  the 
recent  history  of  the  new  world.  Accordingly  it  will  be  of 
interest  to  look  back  and  review  briefly  the  great  Canadian  ex- 
odus, the  localities  the  emigrants  have  selected  for  their  new 
homes,  the  occupations  they  are  following,  and  their  intermar- 
riage with  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  whole  topic  of  the  movement  of  populations  is,  indeed,, 
instructive.  It  tells  the  life-story  of  a  people.  It  is  history  in 
a  nut-shell,  an  epitome  of  conditions.  Migrations  reflect  in  a 
measure  the  course  of  affairs  at  home  and  in  some  respects  rela- 
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tions  between  countries  as  well.  Occasioned  at  times  by  mis- 
taken notions,  by  imperfect  knowledge,  they  may  well  be,  but 
they  are  rarely  wholly  blind ;  and  whatever  may  be  their  causes, 
they  offer  much  to  interest  and  to  instruct.  Those  that  have 
taken  place  in  modem  times  appear  to  differ  from  those  of  cen- 
turies ago.  In  ancient  times  whole  peoples,  entire  tribes,  pushed 
and  pressed  from  east  to  west  in  search  of  fresh  lands.  It  was 
in  this  way  that  nationalities  in  Europe  were  formed.  Later  on, 
in  the  middle  ages,  when  life  had  become  more  settled,  particular 
classes  only  wandered  widely :  knights  on  crusades  or  on  chival- 
rous errands,  journeymen  craftsmen,  jugglers,  minstrels  and 
merchants.  At  present,  if  there  be  any  rule,  it  is  that,  irrespec- 
tive of  class,  migrations  have  come  to  be  a  matter  of  private  con- 
cern. We  see  individuals  and  single  families  changing  their 
homes.  A  great  variety  of  motives  are  operative ;  but  through 
them  all  runs  one  common  characteristic — the  desire  to  secure 
a  better  market  for  abilities.  The  nation  of  origin  loses  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  energy  which  would  have  been  spent  in  develop- 
ing its  resources ;  the  individual  gains  what  he  regards  as  a  better 
chance. 

Levasseur,  the  French  geographer  and  economist,  has  at- 
tempted to  formulate  a  law  of  migration.  He  points  out  that,  as 
in  the  world  of  matter,  the  bigger  the  mass  the  greater  the  force 
of  attraction.  This  is  only  another  way  of  saying  that  people 
flock  to  the  cities  and  generally  seek  out  the  largest  market  for 
their  labor.  This  law,  if  law  it  may  be  called,  must  be  stated 
guardedly,  since  a  densely  populated  country,  for  example,  may 
more  often  repel  than  attract.  It  will  suffice  perhaps  to  say 
simply  that  migration  is  the  attempt  to  adjust  population  to  op- 
portunity— a  process  of  adaptation,  a  phase  of  industrialism. 

Geographical  influences  on  shiftings  of  population  must  not 
be  lost  sight  of.  Climate  counts.  Though  the  point  has  not 
yet  been  proven,  there  is  much  to  support  the  view  that,  apart 
from  economic  considerations.  Northern  peoples  tend  to  be  more 
mobile  than  Southern.  Not  that  winter  drives  the  Northerner 
into  exile.  If  one  enjoys  a  fair  measure  of  health,  few  delights 
are  keener  than  the  feelings  of  exhilaration  and  the  sports  of  a 
northern,  let  us  say  of  an  average  Canadian  winter.     The  ting- 
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ling  climate  and  the  stimulating  procession  of  the  seasons  spur 
one  into  habits  of  vigorous  action.  As  for  Canadians,  travellers 
tell  us  they  find  a  sprinkling  on  every  continent.  In  England 
and  Wales,  for  instance,  there  are  nearly  19,000;  in  Australia 
over  3,000;  nearly  1,500  in  New  Zealand;  and  in  Alaska  2,000 
more. 

The  migration  of  Canadians  to  the  more  developed  market 
of  the  United  States  is  of  two  kinds,  temporary  and  permanent, 
the  one  shading  imperceptibly  into  the  other.  Temporary  mi- 
gration fell  away  sharply  with  the  coming  of  settled  industrial 
conditions  in  the  republic ;  but  in  spite  of  ''  alien  labor "  laws 
they  are  still  important  along  the  border  and  in  such  centers  as 
New  York,  Boston,  Pittsburg,  Chicago  and  San  Francisco. 

In  1900  there  were  10,356,644  foreigners  who  had  become 
domiciled  in  the  United  States.  Of  these  1,181,255,  or  1 1.4  per 
cent,  were  Canadian-born.  Out  of  this  number  785,958  were 
**  English  "  and  395 ,297  were  French  Canadians.  By  •*  Canadian  " 
the  census  always  means  "  born  either  in  Canada  or  Newfound- 
land "  although  Newfoundland  is  not  yet  part  of  the  Dominion. 
In  estimating  the  number  of  Canadians  we  must  take  it  into 
account  that  many  British-born  Canadians,  after  living  in  Canada 
for  a  number  of  years,  have  moved  south  and  have  been  enu- 
merated there  as  British,  not  as  Canadians.  One  may  hazard 
the  estimate  that  their  number  is  one-eighth  of  that  of  the  Cana- 
dian-born, English-speaking  immigrants,  1.  e,  100,000.  With 
450,000  children  born  in  the  United  States  of  these  Canadian 
parents  the  total  thus  becomes  1,731,000;  995,000  (57  per 
cent)  being  "English"  and  736,000  (43  per  cent)  French 
Canadians.'  There  is  still  another  group  of  813,350  who  have 
one  Canadian-born  parent.  But  in  fairness  these  cannot  be 
called  Canadians  and  may  therefore  be  left  out  of  count.  An 
allowance,  however,  will  have  to  be  made  for  the  many  other 
Canadians  by  birth,  who,  report  has  it,  prefer  to  report  them- 
selves as  British  and  are  so  enumerated.  They  bring  the  grand 
total  up  to  at  least  i  ,800,000  Canadians  at  present  living  in  the 

*  To  allow  a  contrast  with  these  percentages  it  is  to  be  noted  that  in  Canada  the 
French  Canadians  form  30.7  per  cent  of  the  total  population. 
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United  States,  that  is  one-third  of  the  population  of  the  Domin- 
ion as  it  stood  in  1901.' 

But  how  may  one  estimate  the  number  of  those  who  have 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  during  the  last  fifty  years?  The 
census  gives  a  return  showing  the  decennial  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  foreigners.  We  may  assume  the  average  age  of  the 
Canadian  immigrants  to  be  twenty-five  years.  Using  then  an 
ordinary  mortality  table,  we  may  calculate  the  number  of  those 
from  each  decennial  increase  who  should  be  living  to-day : 


AuvB  1900 

Dbcadb 

TO  U.  S.,  ACCOROIHG 

ACCORDING  TO 

TO  U.  S.  Csmus 

MOKTAUTT  TaBLB 

1850-60 

102,200 

41.786 

IS60-70 

243.000 

153.710 

1870-80 

224,000 

175.054 

1880-90 

264,000 

233.426 

1890-00 

200,000 

193.  »32 

1.033.000 

797.108 

These  figures  mean  that  an  immigration  of  1,033,000  persons 
yields  a  present  population  of  797,108.  The  problem  is  to 
know  how  many  are  necessary  to  produce  the  present  popula- 
tion of  1,800,000  less  their  450,000  children.  This  number  we 
find  to  be  1,750,000.  Adding  the  450,000  children  the  grand 
total  loss  of  population  to  Canada  is  found  to  be  2,200,000  for 
the  half  century,  one  and  three-quarters  or  more  millions  being 
lost  direcdy,  the  balance  through  immediate  natural  increase. 
Of  the  2,200,000  the  "  English  "  compose  approximately  i  ,200,- 
000,  the  French  approximately  i  ,000,000. 

Every  adult  costs  his  native  country  at  least  $1000  to  nourish 
and  educate.  So,  after  making  allowance  for  the  100,000  of 
British  birth  and  education,  Canada  may  be  said  to  have  in- 
vested in  the  American  Republic  living  capital  assessable  at  $1,- 
650,000,000 — a  sufficiently  severe  drain  on  a  young  nation  !  This 
enormous  loss  Canada  has  withstood,  although  at  the  same  time 
it  has  been  steadily  carrying  on  extensive  public  works.  It 
makes  one  marvel  at  the  recuperative  power  of  young,  fertile 
countries.     The  loss  amounts  to  half  Mr.  Giffen's  estimate  of  the 

^  If  we  include  those  with  one  Canadian  parent  the  sum  total  would  be  upwards  of 
2,600,000,  one  million  of  these  being  French,  the  balance  ''  English  "  Canadians. 
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crippling  burden  placed  on  France  by  the  Franco-Prussian  war. 
There  is  a  contra  account,  of  course,  for  United  States  emigra- 
tion into  Canada.  The  Canadian  census  of  1901  places  their 
number  at  127,899.  At  $1000  per  head  this  means  $128,000,- 
000,  or,  with  an  additional  allowance  of  one-third  for  the  years 
back  to  1850,  $170,000,000,  which  is  about  10  per  cent  of 
Canada's  loss. 

Canadian  emigration  to  the  United  States  has  been  remark- 
ably constant.  The  United  States  census  records  periodical  in- 
creases for  the  previous  ten  years  of  102,259  in  i860;  of  243,- 
494  in  1870;  of  223,693  in  1880;  of  263,781  in  1890,  and  of 
200,317  in  1900.  The  largest  exodus  from  Canada  seems  to 
have  occurred  therefore  during  the  ten  years  1880-90,  or  per- 
haps more  precisely  1875-85.  The  steady  flow  has  resulted  in 
Canadians  constituting  a  growing  percentage  of  the  whole  body 
of  foreigners  in  the  United  States.  In  1850  they  formed  6.6  per 
cent  of  all  foreigners;  in  i860,  6  per  cent;  in  1870,  8.9  per 
cent;  in  1880,  10.7  percent;  in  1890,  10.6  per  cent;  and  in 
1900,  1 1 .4  per  cent.  The  increase,  as  the  following  table  shows» 
is  paralleled  by  the  Scandinavians  alone.  Between  1850  and 
1900  the  percentage  of  Germans  amongst  the  foreign-born  fell 
slightly — from  26  to  25.8  per  cent;  of  Irish,  from  42.8  to  15.6 
per  cent;  of  British,  from  16.8  to  11.3  per  cent;  but  the  per- 
centage of  Scandinavians  jumped  from  .9  to  10.3  per  cent;  and 
that  of  Canadians  from  6.06  to  1 1 .04  per  cent.  The  relative 
increase  of  Canadians,  even  between  1890  and  1900,  is  marked^ 
as  the  following  table  shows : 

iMcsBAtB  or  Camadiani  di  thb  UxirmD  Statbi ,  z89»-z9oo 

Z89O  Z900  NUMBBS       TWk  CbMT 

English  Canadians   .    .    .     678,442  785,958  107,516        15.8 

French  Canadians    .    .    .      302,496  395*297  92,801         30.7 


Total 

Swedes  (next  highest) 
Foreigners  generally   . 


980,938  1,181,255  200,317        20.4 

478,041  573.040  94.999        19.7 

9.249.547        10,356.644        1,107,097        12.0 


The  United  States  immigration  statistics  give  only  3,064 
Canadians  as  settling  in  that  country  between  1891-1900;  but 
the  census  returns  show  these  figures  to  be  entirely  astray.  In 
fact  the  insuperable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  counting  people 
who  enter  the  States  by  way  of  Canada  make  the  United  States 
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annual  returns  of  Canadian  immigrants  unreliable,  and  of  late 
years  the  attempt  to  compile  them  has  been  abandoned.  The 
official  immigration  figures  may  be  worth  giving,  however,  for 
purpose  of  comparison  with  other  nationalities. 

Immigrants  to  the  Unftbd  States 

z8ax-z9oo    Pbs  CsirT      X89X-X900    PBaCsirr  xSSx-xSqo  Pn  Cxmt 

Aggiegidc 19,115,221         100  31687.564        100  5,246,613  100 

Canada  &  NewfTd .    1,049,939       •   .               3*064          .1  392,802  7.5 

Ireland 3.87^253       .  .          390,i79      »o-6  655,482  12.5 

Great  Britain    .   .   .    3,024,222       .   .          270,019        7.3  807,357  15.4 

Gcnnany 5,009,280       .   .           505.152       i3-7  i.4S2,970  27.7 

x87X-xt8o    PaaCsirT  X86X-X870    PaaCsirr  xl5x--x86o  PbikCbkt 

Aggregate 2,812,191        100  2,314,824        100  2,598,214        100 

Canada  &  NewfTd .       383,269      13.6         153,871         6.7  59,309        2.3 

Ireland 436.871       155  435.778       18.8  9M."9      35-2 

Great  Britain    .   .   .       548,043       19.5  606,896      26.2  423,974       16.3 

Gennany 718,182      25.6         787,468      34X)  851,667      36.6 

General  Distribution  of  the  Canadians 
And  now  as  to  the  localities  chosen  by  Canadians  for  their 
new  home.  Of  the  "English"  Canadians  88  per  cent  are 
divided  equally  between  the  North  Atlantic  and  the  North  Cen- 
tral states,  10  per  cent  are  in  the  West,  2  per  cent  in  the 
South.  The  North  Atlantic  section  will  include  a  large  number 
of  "Blue  Noses"  (Nova  Scotians  and  Brunswickers)  ;  though, 
as  Mark  Twain  hints  with  his  "  wise  old  Nova  Scotian  owl "  in 
Tramp  Abroad^  many  a  Nova  Scotian  miner  is  to  be  found  in 
the  mining  camps  of  the  West.  Of  the  French  Canadians  TJ 
per  cent  live  along  the  Atlantic,  nearly  three-fourths  of  these 
being  found  in  seven  cities,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  Fall  River, 
Holyoke,  Lowell,  New  Bedford,  Worcester  and  Lawrence,  Mass. 
Upwards  of  20  per  cent  are  in  the  North  Central  regions,  less 
than  3  per  cent  in  the  West  and  less  than  i  per  cent  in  the 
South.  The  small  percentage  of  Canadians  in  the  Southern 
states  (2  percent  of  the  "English,"  i  per  cent  of  the  French)^ 
hardly  does  justice  to  the  cordiality  between  Southerners  and 
Canadians  which  is  dated  from  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  The 
two  maps  that  accompany  this  article  reproduce  from  the  census 
atlas  the  general  distribution,  numbers  or  density  being  indi- 
cated by  the  depth  of  shading. 
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DmsuNr  OK  Statm                          "Emcush*  Fkbhoi  Total 

Camadiaot  Caicadiaiis 

North  Atlantic  States 345f342  305,160  650,502 

Massachusetts 15^1753  I34f4i6  293,169 

New  York 90.336  a7.>99  "7.535 

Maine 36,169  30,908  67,077 

Vennont 10,616  14*924  ^5.540 

Pennsylvania 13,292  1,468  14.760 

South  Atlantic  States 6,284  636  6,920 

Florida 1,014  88  1,102 

Maryland 1,143  ^7  1*230 

Virginia 1,026  104  1,130 

North  Central  States 345*304  77.019  422,323 

Michigan 15^915  32.483  184,398 

Illinois 41.466  9.129  50.595 

Ohio ...        19,864  2,903  22,767 

North  Dakota 25,004  3,162  28,166 

South  DakoU 5>9o6  1,138  7*044 

MinnesoU 35*5>5  12,063  47.57* 

Wisconsin 23,860  10,091  33>95i 

Kansas 7,053  1,485  8,538 

South  Central  States 8,802  1,460  10,262 

Texas 2,549  400  2,949 

Oklahoma 1,248  179  1,427 

Kentucky 1,072  136  1,208 

Louisiana 781  253  1,034 

Arkansas 932  161  1*093 

Western  States 79*089  10,791  89,800 

California •    .   .    27,408  2,410  29,818 

Washington 18,385  1,899  20,284 

Montana 10,310  3*5x6  13,826 

Colorado 8,837  960  9*797 

Oregon     6,634  874  7*5o8 

Idaho 2,528  395  2,923 

Utah 1,203  128  1,331 


It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  if  regard  is  had  to  British  Cana- 
dians and  children  of  immigrant  Canadians,  the  numbers  in  each 
of  these  divisions  may  probably  be  safely  increased  one-half. 


Canadians  in  United  States  Cities  in  igoo 

It  is  usually  taken  for  granted  that  most  Canadians  go  to  the 
great  commercial  centers.  The  reverse  is  the  case.  Over  half 
are  to  be  found  in  the  country  and  in  the  smaller  towns.  Only 
40  per  cent  of  the  " English"  and  37.7  per  cent  of  the  French 
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Canadians  live  in  the  160  largest  cities,  that  is,  in  cities  with 
25,cxx>  or  more  population.  I  give  here  a  selection  of  cities 
that  have  the  largest  Canadian  constituencies.  But,  as  already 
pointed  out,  the  British  Canadian  and  pure  Canadian  stock  would 
probably  raise  the  number  in  each  city  fifty  per  cent. 


III 

Cmr  or 
Rksiasmcb,  1900 

% 

lA 

1 

lA 

asS 

1^1 

\i 

l>l 

Boston  .    .    . 

47.374 

24 

2,908 

1-5 

50,282 

65.000 

Cambridge    . 

9.613 

3>.5 

M83 

4.9 

11,096 

16,000 

Chicago  .  .   . 

29.47a 

5 

5.307 

.9 

34.779 

55,000 

Etetioit  .... 

25.403 

26.J 
15.8 

3.541 

3-7 

28,944 

45.000 

Bafialo  .    .   . 

16.509 

733 

•7 

17,242 

30,000 

New  York..   . 

19.399 

1.5 

2,527 

.2 

21,926 

38,000 

Jersey  Giy    . 

907 

1.6 

134 

.2 

1,041 

1,500 

Newark  .  .    . 

802 

I.I 

160 

.2 

962 

•'i^ 

Pateison    .   . 

385 

I.O 

174 

.5 

559 

Qeveland  .   . 

7.8?9 

6.3 

772 

.6 

8,611 

13.000 

Philadelphia . 

2,989 

1.0 

294 

.1 

3.283 

5.000 

Cincinnati .  .   , 

928 

1.6 

103 

.2 

1,031 

1,500 

Rochester  .  .   . 

7.746 

19.0 

553 

1.4 

8.299 

12,000 

Lowell  .    .   . 

4.485 

11.0 

14.674 

35.8 

19.159 

30,000 

Worcester.  .   . 

3.163 

8.4 

5.204 

13.8 

8,367 

12.000 

FaU  River.  .    . 

2,329 

4.6 

20,172 

40.3 

22.501 

33.000 

Providence    .    . 

3.882 

6.9 

3.850 

6.9 

7,732 

11,000 

New  Haven  . 

754 

2.4 

416 

1.3 

1,170 

1,700 

Minneapolis  .   . 

5.637 

9.2 

1,706 

2.8 

7.343 

11.000 

St.  Pan      ... 

3.557 

7.6 

1,015 

2.2 

4.572 

6,800 

Milwaukee    .   . 

1.687 

1.9 

217 

.2 

1.904 

2,800 

St.  Louis   .    . 

2,151 

1.9 

339 

,3 

2,490 

3.600 

PitUburg  .    .    . 

994 

1.2 

79 

.1 

1.073 

1,500 

Washington,  D 

.C.'. 

809 

4.0 

97 

.5 

906 

1,300 

New  Orleans 

310 

1.0 

85 

.3 

385 

600 

Louisville  .    .   . 

365 

1.7 

45 

.2 

410 

600 

San  Francisco 

4.770 

4.1 

429 

.4 

5.199 

8,000 

The  proportion  of  fanners  among  the  Canadians  in  the  United 
States  is  shown  by  the  following  figures.  The  census  accounts 
for  367,170  Canadian  families,  207,580  of  these  being  "Eng- 
lish" and  159,590  French.  24  per  cent  of  the  "  English,"  and 
16  per  cent  of  the  French  families  live  in  farm  houses.  That 
such  a  large  percentage  lead  a  rural  life  is  a  remarkable  fact 
when  one  considers  that  Canada  is  itself  so  largely  an  agricul- 
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tural  country.  The  history  of  this  interesting  exodus,  indeed, 
remains  yet  to  be  written.  On  the  whole,  if  we  contrast  the  two 
Canadian  races,  there  are  proportionately  more  French  Cana- 
dians in  the  smaller  towns,  proportionately  more  "  English " 
Canadians  carrying  on  farming  or  living  in  the  large  cities. 

The  Occupations  of  Canadians 

A  comparison  of  the  occupations  of  Canadians  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Canada,  respectively,  brings  home  the  significance 
of  the  migration  and  sets  it  in  a  new  light.  The  census  takes 
note  of  819,264  Canadians  ten  years  of  age  or  over.  40  per 
cent  of  these  are  engaged  in  manufacturing ;  30  per  cent  in 
personal  service ;  between  17  and  18  per  cent  in  trade  and  trans- 
portation ;  about  the  same  percentage  in  agriculture ;  and  some- 
what over  4  per  cent  in  professions.  The  percentage  in  the 
professions  is  approximately  the  same  as  that  of  the  native-bom 
white  population  in  the  United  States.  The  large  numbers  as 
compared  with  the  number  left  behind  following  the  same  occu- 
pations, as  shown  in  the  table  below,  throw  light  on  conditions 
in  Canada ;  for  example,  the  number  of  expatriated  Canadian 
teachers  and  college  professors,  lawyers  and  clergymen.  Curi- 
ous is  the  number  of  Canadians  as  government  officials,  soldiers 
and  marines,  as  is  also  the  great  number  of  Canadian  g^rls  of  a 
superior  class  who  have  gone  to  the  United  States  as  nurses. 
Rumor  has  it  that  many  of  these  are  enumerated  as  Americans 
"from  northern  New  York" — ^for  which  a  wag  might  say  there 
.is  geographically  a  show  of  reason. 

Of  the  300,000  Canadians  engaged  in  business  or  following 
professional  pursuits  in  the  United  States  many  hold  prominent 
posts.  Indeed  one  hears  at  times  the  statement  that  the  "  Eng- 
lish "  Canadians  enjoy  an  exceptionally  high  reputation.  Some 
reasons  occur  why  this  should  be  the  case,  and,  without  suggest- 
ing comparison,  why  the  average  "  English  "  Canadian  in  the 
United  States  is  a  good  type.  ( i )  Those  who  go  to  seek  their 
fortune  in  a  foreign  country  are  presumably  hardy  and  ambi- 
tious, the  result  of  a  process  of  natural  selection.  (2)  They 
have  been  bred  under  invigorating  climatic  influences.  (3) 
They  find  a  wider  market  for  their  abilities.     (4)  They  are  in 
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a  country  where  traditionally  greater  responsibility  is  placed  on 
young  shoulders  than  has  been  usual  in  Canada  down  to  recent 
years.  (5)  Race  and  language  are  in  their  favor,  especially  in 
the  West.  (6)  They  have  had  the  benefits  of  a  good  common 
school  and,  in  special  cases,  of  a  thorough  collegiate  education. 
(7)  Coming  from  a  more  agricultural  country  they  may  be  ex- 
pected to  be  healthy  and  thrifty.  (8)  In  old  Canada  religious 
influences  are  strong.  (9)  Finally  it  is  just  possible  that  the 
comparative  absence  down  to  quite  recently  of  the  marked  in- 
fluence of  corporate  organization  of  business  in  Canada  has  in- 
stilled into  the  Canadian  youth  a  lively  sense  of  personal  re- 
sponsibility. 

Who's  Who  in  America  mentions  245  Canadians.  With  the 
allowance  already  made  of  one-eighth  for  those  born  in  Great 
Britain  but  brought  up  in,  and  therefore  rightly  to  be  credited 
to  Canada,  the  number  of  Canadians  becomes  276  or  2.3  for 
every  10,000  Canadians  in  the  United  States.  With  this  may 
be  compared  the  British  rate  per  10,000  of  2.2,  that  of  2.1  for 
the  Dutch,  that  of  .5  for  Swedes  and  that  of  .9  for  native  Ameri- 
cans (black  and  white)  or  1.9  for. native  white  Americans.  The 
record  made  by  the  Canadians  seems  particularly  notable  when 
it  is  remembered  that  nearly  60  per  cent  (58.4  per  cent  of  the 
French  Canadians  and  56.5  per  cent  of  the  "  English "  Cana- 
dians) are  under  21  years  of  age  as  against  10  per  cent  for  all 
foreign-born  and  52  per  cent  for  all  native-born.  The  railway 
magnate  of  the  West  is  a  Canadian,  as  was  the  late  Erastus 
Wiman.  America's  wizard  electrician  received  his  first  school- 
ing in  telegraphy  in  Ontario.  The  inventor  of  the  Bell  tele- 
phone also  lived  a  while  in  the  same  province,  lecturing  for  two 
years  at  Queen's  University ;  and  the  first  Atlantic  cable  was 
promoted  in  the  United  States  by  a  Nova  Scotian.  Canadians 
preside  over  two  of  the  foremost  American  universities ;  while 
Harvard  and  many  other  seats  of  learning  have  a  goodly  array 
of  Canadian  talent  in  their  faculties.  The  distinguished  profes- 
sor who  has  lately  left  Baltimore  to  grace  the  chair  of  medicine 
in  Oxford  is  a  Canadian,  as  is  curiously  the  gentleman  who  has 
been  invited  to  succeed  him.  At  least  one  of  the  great  national 
banks  of  the  United  States  has  a  Canadian  president;   and  a 


202 


POUTICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY 


[Vol.  XXI 


number  of  prominent  banking  and  financial  houses  have  Cana- 
dian vice-presidents,  cashiers  and  other  officials.  A  full  list  of 
distinguished  Canadians  in  the  United  States  would  indeed  have 
to  include  also  litterateurs,  clergymen,  actors,  members  of  Con- 
gress and  even  one  diplomatic  representative  of  the  Republic. 

The  Intermarriage  of  Canadians  and  Americans 
The  marriages  of  Canadian  immigrants  show  interesting  varia- 
tions. Most  of  the  "  English  "  speaking  Canadians  "  cross  the 
line"  unmarried  and  after  establishing  themselves  take  wives 
from  among  their  new  acquaintances.  The  majority  of  the 
French  Canadians  migrate  after  marrying  or  marry  one  of  their 
own  race  in  the  United  States.  This  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  three-fourths  of  the  812,350  children  one  of  whose  parents 
is  a  Canadian  have  "  English  "  Canadian  parents.  Grouping  all 
Canadians  of  the  present  generation  together,  48.1  per  cent  have 
married  in  the  United  States.  This  is  a  large  proportion  com- 
pared with  other  nationalities.  For  example  only  36  per  cent 
of  the  English  marry  in  the  United  States;  36  per  cent  of  the 
French  and  32  per  cent  of  the  Scotch.  The  Canadians,  in  the 
great  majority  of  instances  when  they  do  not  marry  native 
Americans,  marry  people  of  British  extraction.  The  actual  inter- 
marriage of  the  135,521  Canadian  men  was  as  follows: 


Marriagb  op  Canadian  Men  in  United  States  with  Women  op  Foreign  Birth 


Nauonauty  op  Wombm 


Irish        

English 

Scotch 

Welsh 

Canadian 

German 

Scandinavian      

French    

Swiss       

Russians,  Bohemians  and  Poles 

Austro-Hungarian 

Italian 

Others 


It  is  worth  noting  that  in  1900  as  many  as  90.8  per  cent  of 
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the  "  English "  Canadians  had  become  naturalized  and  84  per 
cent  of  the  French  Canadians.  A  student  of  the  French  Cana- 
dians in  New  England,'  writing  in  1898,  comes  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  French  Canadians  in  New  England  are  gradually  losing 
their  identity  and  coalescing  with  other  nationalities,  especially 
the  Irish.  The  birth-rate  among  them  is  lower  than  in  Quebec ; 
child  mortality,  especially  up  to  five  years,  remains  high ;  immi- 
gration has  greatly  declined  and  solicited  immigration  has 
ceased  altogether.  The  influence  of  industrial  life  and  of  free 
public  schools  is  doing  the  rest.  The  comparative  youthfulness 
of  the  Canadians,  already  referred  to,  is  here  of  moment. 

A  word  as  to  the  effect  of  all  this  emigration  on  Canada's 
population.  During  the  half  century  Canada  made  up  one  and 
one-quarter  millions  of  her  loss  by  settlers  crossing  the  water 
from  Great  Britain.  This  and  other  European  immigration  to- 
gether with  her  natural  increase  have  enabled  Canada  to  show  a 
slight  growth  in  population  from  decade  to  decade. 

The  meager  growth  has  given  rise  to  assertions  of  a  declining 
birth-rate  in  some  of  the  older  provinces.  During  the  last  few 
decades  later  marriages  and  a  slightly  lower  birth-rate  are  in 
evidence  both  in  Europe  and  in  America.  Agricultural  sections 
especially  have  lost  in  population  on  account  of  the  introduction 
of  machinery.  The  constituents  of  the  rural  population  have 
changed :  there  are  now  relatively  more  children  and  old  folk 
than  formerly,  fewer  of  middle  age,  those  in  the  prime  of  life 
being  drawn  into  the  great  stream  of  people  migrating  to  the 
cities,  and  in  Canada  to  the  new  west  or  to  the  United  States. 
This  is  largely  the  situation  in  Ontario  and  in  "  the  provinces 
down  by  the  sea."  That  there  are  now  not  so  many  births  in 
proportion  to  the  whole  population  is  in  itself  natural.  But 
available  returns  do  not  allow  one  to  speak  of  an  unusual  de- 
cline in  the  birth  rate  in  relation  to  the  people  of  marriageable 
age.     The  assertion  of  a  lower  birth  rate  can  accordingly  be 

*  Wm.  MmcDonald  "  The  French  Canidiani  in  New  England,**  Quarterly  Journal 
€f  E€onamia,  toI.  xii.  See  also  Rev.  £.  Hamon's  Les  Canadiens-FrangaU  de  la 
NottTelle-Angleterre  (Quebec,  1891),  and  <*  Growth  of  the  French  Canadian  Race  in 
America,"  by  Professor  John  Davidson  in  Annals  of  American  Academy  of  Political 
and  Social  Science  ( 1896). 
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little  more  than  surmise.  Yet  it  is  probably  true  that  families 
are  smaller  than  formerly.  Speaking  of  Ontario  one  can  even 
notice  that  families  are  smaller  in  the  old  settled  parts  than  in 
northern  or  "New"  Ontario.  The  result  is  that  Ontario,  as 
well  as  the  Maritime  provinces,  have  little  more  than  held  their 
own  in  population.  This  is  evident  from  the  following  table. 
This  does  not  hold  for  Quebec  province,  where  families  with  fif- 
teen to  twenty-five  children  are  not  uncommon  and  where  the 
population  has  gone  on  doubling  itself  since  1680  on  the  average 
every  thirty  years,  elbowing  out  moreover  the  comparatively 
few  English  residents  from  the  country  parts.' 

Population  of  Canada  by  Provinces 

Pbotdicb                            T87X  x88x  X90X 

Ontario          1,620,351  1,923,228  2,182,947 

Quebec .  1,191,516  ii359>027  1,648,898 

Nova  Scotia 387,800  440,57^  459>574 

New  Brunswick                .    .    .     285,594  321,233  331,120 

Prince  Edward  I 94*021  108,891  103,259 

Manitoba 25,228  62,260  255,211 

Territories 48,000  56,446  211,649* 

British  Columbia       36,427  49>454  1 78,657 

Total 3.689,257  4.3«4.8io  5»37X.3I5 

The  relations  between  Canada  and  the  United  States  have 
been  in  some  points  very  like  those  between  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land. Compared  with  Scotland  there  is  the  great  difference, 
however,  that  Canada  has  a  back  country  with  a  varied  wealth 
of  natural  resources  which  is  now  attracting  a  larger  population 
and  creating  a  wider  home-market  for  men  and  goods.  It  is 
matter  for  congratulation  that,  in  spite  of  the  heavy  net  losses 
of  population  in  the  past,  there  is  probably  no  part  of  the  world 
where  the  average  comfort  is  so  high,  and  where  since  1900 
a  rapid  progress  in  agriculture,  industry  and  population  is  so 
evident  as  in  "The  Great  Dominion."  During  the  last  five 
years  ending  with  July,  1905,  upwards  of  550,000  people  are 

'  Professor  Davidson,  in  his  article  already  cited,  finds  that  the  French  Canadians 
have  been  doubling  since  1763  every  twenty-seven  years. 

'  Now  estimated  at  650,000.  The  population  of  the  city  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba, 
in  1 901,  was  42,340;  it  is  now  over  100,000.  Four  of  the  territories  have  recently 
l>een  formed  into  the  provinces  of  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan. 
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reported  to  have  settled  there.  182,000  of  these  have  come 
from  the  United  States,  60  to  75  per  cent  of  whom  are  said  to 
be  returning  Canadians.  The  immediate  future  promises  even 
more  impressive  results.  While  the  emigration  of  Canadians 
is  to-day  modest  and  normal,  the  northward  trekking  of  settlers 
into  Canada  seems  really  but  nicely  under  way.  One  may  make 
the  same  remark  of  the  active  interest  shown  by  American  capital 
in  Canadian  industry. 

This  much  may  be  ventured,  however :  the  presence  of  many 
Canadians  in  the  United  States  and  of  Americans  in  the  Do- 
minion is  a  pledge  of  amity  and  peace,  a  pledge  that  has  all 
the  greater  value  in  North  America,  where  unlike  Europe,  two 
great  nations  practically  divide  the  continent.  It  is  therefore  con- 
ceivable that  these  nations,  having  only  their  politicians  and  each 
other  to  differ  with,  might  forget,  in  moments  of  popular  excite- 
ment, that  the  national  policy  of  the  other  is  not  necessarily 
hostile  in  intent.  It  is  well  too,  in  the  interests  of  the/£7;r  ameri- 
cana  that  both  countries  are  finding  responsibilities  beyond  their 
continent.  The  United  States  is  changing  from  an  American 
republic  to  an  empire  with  a  world-wide  outlook — though  with 
his  theory  of  the  "manifest  destiny"  of  Canada  Mr.  Goldwin 
Smith  regards  this  very  tendency  as  a  misfortune.  Some- 
what similarly,  Canada  is  passing  on  from  the  stage  of  self-con- 
templation to  the  prospect  of  imperial  interests. 

S.  MORLEY  WiCKETT. 
Toronto,  Canada. 


PARTY  CONDITIONS  IN  ENGLAND 

AND  THE  CAUSES  OF  LIBERAL  SUCCESS  IN  I906.' 

THERE  is  usually  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  Englishmen  to 
exaggerate  the  importance  of  a  general  election — to  in- 
sist that  the  fate  of  the  British  Empire  is  more  dependent 
on  an  immediately  pending  general  election  or  an  election  in 
progress  than  it  has  been  on  any  general  appeal  to  the  constitu- 
encies since  1832. 

The  year  1832  is  invariably  taken  as  a  dating  point  in  these 
comparisons.  And  it  is  quite  in  keeping  that  it  should  be  thus 
taken;  for  in  1832  the  modern  period  of  British  parliamentary 
history  had  its  beginnings.  Before  1832  the  British  parliamen- 
tary system  was  of  the  most  nondescript  character.  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland  elected  their  representatives  to  Parliament 
on  systems  peculiar  to  each  country.  The  mode  of  electing  mem- 
bers to  the  House  of  Commons  could  scarcely  be  called  a 
system  either  in  England  or  in  Ireland.  Scotland  was  the 
only  country  in  which  there  was  any  uniformity  in  the  repre- 
sentative system.  In  all  three  countries  electoral  corruption 
was  rampant;  the  landed  and  moneyed  classes  were  easily 
dominant ;  and  they  were  in  a  position  to  dictate  the  personnel 
and  party  character  of  half  the  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. 

Uniformity  was  introduced  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland 
when  the  suffrage  was  first  reformed  and  extended  in  1832.     In 

>  General  Election  in  1900 

Conservatives  and  Liberal  Unionists 402 

Liberals  and  Labor 186 

Irish  Nationalists  82 

Total 670 

General  Election  in  1906 

Liberals  (372)  and  Labor  (57) 429 

Conservatives  (130)  and  Liberal  Unionists  (28) 158 

Irish  Nationalists 83 

Total  670 
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1867  the  suffrage  was  again  extended;  and  in  1885  there  was 
still  another  extension ;  and  the  net  result  of  these  three  meas* 
ures  of  1832,  1867  and  1885  is  that  today  every  man  in  Great 
Britain  who  has  had  a  settled  abode  for  one  year  before  die 
voters'  lists  arc  compiled  may  vote  at  a  parliamentary  election. 
Democracy  in  England,  so  far  as  elections  to  the  House  of 
Commons  are  concerned,  had  its  beginnings  or  rather  its  revival 
in  1832;  and  to  most  Englishmen  there  is  little  parliamentary 
history  before  the  reform  of  the  electoral  system  three  quarters 
of  a  century  ago.  The  Reform  Act  of  1832  is  for  Great  Britain 
much  what  the. Revolution  is  for  Americans;  and  hence  when 
an  English  political  speaker  desires  to  emphasize  the  unusual 
importance  of  a  general  election,  he  declares  that  it  is  the  most 
important  since  the  Reform  Act. 

Statements  to  this  effect  were  made  from  thousands  of  political 
platforms  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland  during  the  general 
election  in  January,  1906,  and  with  more  truth  than  on  previous 
occasions.  There  have  been  many  elections  of  outstanding  im- 
portance since  1832.  Such  was  the  election  of  1868,  which 
followed  the  extension  of  the  franchise  to  the  working  classes 
in  the  towns  and  cities,  and  at  which  Gladstone  pledged  himself 
to  the  disestablishment  of  the  English  Church  in  Ireland.  Such 
was  that  of  1885,  which  followed  the  extension  of  the  franchise 
to  laborers  in  rutal  England,  and  at  which  workingmen  mem- 
bers first  began  to  be  systematically  elected  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  election  of  1885  thrust  the  Home  Rule  ques- 
tion into  British  politics  and  gave  it  a  prominence  and  importance 
that  could  never  have  attached  to  it  so  long  as  the  laboring 
population  in  Ireland  did  not  possess  the  parliamentary  franchise. 
Such  also  was  the  general  election  in  1886,  which  followed  the 
defeat  of  Gladstone's  first  Home  Rule  bill.  The  election  of 
1 886  decided  the  tendency  in  British  politics  for  twenty  years. 
It  was  responsible  for  the  reaction  of  the  last  ten  years ;  and  its 
influence  even  yet  is  by  no  means  entirely  spent.  But  none  of. 
these  elections — 1868,  1885  or  1886 — approaches  in  far-reach- 
ing importance  the  general  election  of  1906;  for  had  the 
Liberals  been  defeated  and  Chamberlain  become  master  of  the 
situation,  the  reaction  would  have  continued,  and  the  likelihood 
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is  that  Great  Britain  would  have  reversed  her  fiscal  policy  of  the 
last  sixty  years  and  would  have  ranged  herself  among  the  nations 
which  shield  their  farmers  and  manufacturers  by  protective  tariffs., 

''  Chamberlain  did  not  propose  high  tariffs.  The  policy  which 
he  had  outlined  called  for  a  duty  of  only  two  shillings  a  quarter 
on  foreign  grain,  equally  moderate  duties  on  other  food-stuffs, 
and  a  very  moderate  protection  on  the  output  of  British  fac- 
tories. Nobody,  however,  imagined  that  this  moderation  would 
long  have  characterized  any  British  protective  system.  The 
landowners  a'nd  the  farmers  would  no  more  have  remained  con- 
tent with  a  nominal  duty  on  grain  and  food-stuffs  from  non- 
British  countries  than  the  woollen  manufacturers  of  the  United 
States  would  be  content  with  a  tariff  for  revenue  only  to  pro- 
tect them  from  importations  from  Yorkshire,  Wiltshire  and  Scot- 
land. With  Chamberlain  dominant,  or  his  fiscal  system  once 
established,  the  agricultural  interests  in  England  would  have 
forced  the  pace,  just  as  they  did  in  the  half-century  that  pre- 
ceded the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws  in  1 846 ;  and  in  self-defence 
most  of  the  non-exporting  manufacturers  of  England  and  Scot- 
land would  have  had  to  fall  in  line  with' the  landed  classes  and 
the  farmers  and  insist  on  higher  duties  for  their  protection.  A 
victory  for  Chamberlain  or  even  a  half  victory  for  the  Liberals 
and  free-traders  might  have  meant  all  this ;  and  certainly  there 
was  never  a  British  general  election  since  1776  in  which  the 
United  States  had  more  at  stake  than  in  the  election  which  hasx 
determined  that  Chamberlain  and  his  scheme  are  to  be  thrust 
into  the  background  and  that  the  fiscal  policy  of  Peel  and  Glad- 
stone is  to  remain  intact. 

No  reference  has  been  made  to  Balfour  and  his  scheme  for. 
retaliation.  Reference  is  not  necessary ;  for  Balfour's  scheme 
could  not  have  been  set  up  without  establishing  a  protective 
system ;  and  if  Great  Britain  had  decided  at  the  general  election 
in  favor  of  an  inroad  on  its  present  policy  of  freedom  of  trade, 
the  decision  would  have  been  in  favor  of  Chamberlain's  plan;, 
and  Chamberlain  as  premier  of  a  protectionist  government  would  " 
have  been  responsible  for  putting  Great  Britain  on  a  protec- . 
tionist  basis  as  fully  as  was  Earl  Grey  for  the  Reform  Act  of 

1832  or  Peel  for  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws. 
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So  far  as  concerned  the  fiscal  question,  the  issue  at  the  general 
election  was  Bannerman  or  Chamberlain.  Bannerman  carried 
the  country,  and  Balfour  is  to  continue  as  leader  of  the  Tory 
opposition  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  but  if  Bannerman  had 
been  defeated  Chamberlain  would  have  become  premier,  and 
Balfour  would  have  been  compelled  to  step  down.  It  was 
Chamberlain  who  raised  the  new  issue.  He  did  so  almost  single- 
handed  ;  certainly  with  littie  effective  help  from  Balfour ;  and 
had  the  popular  vote  been  in  his  favor  the  pountry  would  have 
looked  to  Chamberlain  and  not  to  Balfour  for  the  carrying  out 
of  a  protective  policy. 

With  victory  for  Chamberlain  there  could  not  have  been  room 
on  the  Treasury  Bench  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  both 
Chamberlain  and  Balfour.  Chamberlain's  success  would  have 
meant  the  end  of  Balfour  as  well  as  the  defeat  of  Bannerman ; 
and  the  only  place  of  usefulness  for  Balfour  would  have  been  \n 
the  House  of  Lords.  Had  he  adhered  to  the  views  which  he 
held  until  after  his  defeat  at  Manchester,  it  is  scarcely  con- 
ceivable that  a  place  would  have  been  made  for  him  in  an  ad- 
ministration of  which  Chamberlain  was  premier.  For  two  and 
a  half  years  Balfour  had  tried  a  middle  course.  It  had  obviously 
failed.  Chamberlain  had  the  upper  hand  with  the  Tories  and 
Unionists  when  they  went  into  the  election ;  and  only  the  over- 
whelming defeat  of  the  party,  and  the  concessions  which  Bal- 
four made  to  Chamberlain  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  the 
vacated  seat  for  the  City  of  London  in  February,  saved  for  Bal- 
four his  position  as  nominal  leader  of  the  Tory  minority  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Although  the  fiscal  policy  of  Great  Britain  was  at  stake,  the 
general  election  of  January,  1906,  was  not  by  any  means  fought 
exclusively  on  Chamberlain's  proposals.  Neither  side  has  since  ) 
the  election  advanced  any  such  claim ;  and  now  that  the  Liberals  \ 
have  been  returned  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  an  unpre-f 
cedentedly  large  majority,  it  is  impossible  to  credit  all  their  sue-  \ 
cess  to  the  fight  against  the  newer  aspects  of  Chamberlainism. 

Long  before  the  election,  almost  as  early  as  Chamberlain's 
abandonment  of  free  trade,  there  were  indications  that  England 
and  Scotiand  were  weary  of  Tory  and  Unionist  rule — a  weari- 
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ness  altogether  irrespective  of  the  developments  or  rather  the 
ruptures  within  the  Tory  party  which  dated  from  May,  1903^ 
when  Chamberlain  began  his  fiscal  reform  propaganda  at  Bir- 
mingham. The  by-elections  between  May,  1903,  and  the  end 
of  1905  were  proof  of  this  weariness — this  popular  convic- 
tion that  twenty  years  of  power  is  too  long  a  term  for  a  political 
party.  It  is  not  possible  to  gauge  accurately  what  effect 
Chamberlain's  propaganda  had  in  these  by-electoral  reverses  for 
the  Tories.  The  fiscal  question  was  undoubtedly  a  large  factor 
in  many  Tory  reverses  in  the  constituencies  after  May,  1963, 
but  in  none  of  these  by-elections  was  the  general  record  of  .the 
Unionist  government  ignored.  Thejate_^yernment  suffered 
from  the  abnormally  high  rate  of  the  income  tax  from  the  time 
of  the  South  African  war.  It  suffered  from  the  exposures  of 
inefficiency  and  corruption  which  came  with  the  end  of  the.war^ 
These  two  factors  told  adversely  for  the  Tory  government  in  the 
by-elections  in  such  middle-class  constituencies  as  Brighton  and 
the  Stretford  division  of  Lancashire,  which  includes  a  large  area 
of  suburban  Manchester ;  for  in  these  residential  and  suburban 
constituencies  direct  taxation  is  most  felt. 

From  1886  onward,  middle-class  England,  especially  that 
large  section  of  it  which  is  to  be  found  in  suburban  London  aQd 
in  the  better-class  suburbs  of  all  the  large  cities  in  the  Midlands 
and  North  of  England,  had  become  increasingly  Tory.  The  by- 
elections  in  1903,  1904  and  1905  suggested  that  the  current  had 
set  in  the  other  direction,  and  that  middle-class  England  was  , 
showing  a  disposition  to  occupy  once  more  the  political  position 
which  it  held  between  the  Reform  Acts  of  1832  and  1885. 

Several  well-defined  causes  contributed  to  this  movements 
One  of  these,  which  has  already  been  mentioned,  was  the  heavy 
burden  of  direct  taxation  which  characterized  the  last  five  years 
of  Tory  rule.  Anothe/was  the  thrusting  of  third-rate  and 
fourth-rate  men  of  aristocratic  family  into  responsible  positions 
in  the  cabinet  and  the  ministry — positions  much  beyond  their 
ability — after  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh, 
Lord  Goschen,  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  the  late  Earl  Ritchie 
and  Lord  George  Hamilton  abandoned  the  Balfour  administra- 
tion when  Chamberlain  began  to  assail  free-trade.     Still,  another 
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cause  was  the  growing  feeling  among  the  less  partisan  of  the 
middle-class  people  that  so  long  as  the  House  of  Lords  remains 
as  it  is  today,  overwhelmingly  Tory  and  Unionist,  Home  Rule  for 
Ireland  is  only  an  imaginary  danger.  These  influences  no  doubt 
accounted  appreciably  for  the  Tory  reverses  at  the  by-elections 
of  1904  and  1905,  and  for  the  gradual  dwindling  of  the  enorm- 
ous majority  with  which  the  late  Tory  government  met  the 
House  of  Commons  after  the  general  election  of  1900. 
"^  ThfiLcducation  question  has  also  been  a  great  factor  in  this 
change  in  political  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  English  middle- 
classes.  From  1832  until  1886  the  Free  Churchmen,  who  are 
largely  of  the  middle  classes,  were  as  loyal  to  the  Whig  and  Lib- 
eral party  as  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  been  to  the 
Republican  party  in  the  United  States  since  the  end  of  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion.  In  those  fifty-four  years  the  Nonconformists 
obtained  comparatively  little  from  the  Whig  or  Liberal  adminis- 
trations which  were  in  power.  The  most  important  concession 
to  Nonconformity  in  the  nineteenth  century — the  abolition  of 
the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts — was  made  by  the  Tories  in 
1828,  before  the  Free  Churchmen  obtained  the  electoral  power 
which  was  secured  to  them  by  the  Reform  Act  of  1832.  Legis- 
lation freeing  the  Nonconformists  from  ci^il  disabilities  after 
the  act  of  1828  was  slow  in  coming.  It  was  grudgingly  con- 
ceded while  the  Whigs  were  in  control  and  was  sometimes  ac- 
companied by  distasteful  safeguards  for  the  Church  of  England ; 
while  as  concerns  official  recognition  for  the  Nonconformists — 
places  in  the  cabinet  or  in  the  ministry — the  number  of  Non- 
conformists who  were  so  recognized  untitas  late  as  1885  did  not 
reach  more  than  half  a  dozen. 

Free  Churchmen  in  those  years  secured  little  from  Whig  and 
Liberal  administrations.  But  Nonconformist  political  sympa- 
thies— the  Wesleyan  Methodists  to  some  extent  excepted — 
were  with  the  Liberal  party,  even  in  the  days  when  it  was 
dominated  by  Whigs  like  Grey,  Melbourne  and  Palmerston ;  and 
when  Gladstone  came  into  power  their  support  of  him  was  even 
more  hearty  and  steadfastly  loyal  than  of  his  Whig  predecessors 
in  the  Liberal  leadership. 

Gladstone  did  much  less  than  he  might  have  done  for  the 
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Nonconformists — in  particular  as  regards  the  Education  Act  of 
1870  and  the  abolition  of  religious  tests  at  the  universities — and 
as  a  High  Churchman  he  had  little  real  sympathy  with  Non- 
conformity. But  the  Free  Churchmen  held  to  him,  at  first  be- 
cause of  his  Irish  church  policy,  and  after  1869  largely  on  ac- 
count of  his  religious  and  family  life,  which  differentiated  him 
from  any  of  the  leaders  whom  the  Liberal  party  had  had  be- 
tween 1830,  when  Tory  rule  collapsed,  and  1867,  when  he  first 
became  premier. 

Gladstone  would  have  had  this  Free  Church  support  \x\  the 
end  of  his  political  life  had  he  not  suddenly  thrown  in  his.  lot 
with  the  Irish  Home  Rulers  after  the  general  election  in  1885. 
Then  tens  of  thousands  of  Free  Churchmen  parted  compaijiy 
from  him  and  the  Liberals ;  and  until  the  by-elections  in  1904  s 
began  to  go  against  the  Balfour  government  there  was  no  indi- 
cation that  the  Free  Churchmen — Congregationalists,  Baptists, 
Quakers,  Unitarians  and  Wesleyan  Methodists — were  returning 
to  their  old  political  allegiance.  In  1904  and  1905,  they  were 
obviously  making  their  way  back  into  the  ranks  of  the  Liberal 
party.  There  were  other  proofs  of  this  besides  the  by-elections. 
The  movement  was  obvious  at  the  annual  conferences  of  the. 
Free  Churches ;  and  it  was  even  more  significantly  obvious  in 
the  political  campaigning  which  began  as  soon  as  the  general 
election  approached  and  in  the  lists  of  Liberal  candidates  who 
presented  themselves  before  the  constituencies. 

Chamberlain  was  responsible  for  much  of  the  recruitings  of 
the  Liberals  from  the  Liberal  Unionists.  Part  of  it  was  due  to" 
the  causes  I  have  already  cited — particularly  to  general  weari-, 
ness  of  the  unsatisfactory  rule  of  the  Tory  aristocracy,  who  were  as 
powerful  in  the  Tory  governments  of  1895-1900  and  1900-1905 
(Chamberlain's  place  in  these  governments  notwithstanding) 
as  in  any  of  the  Tory  administrations  between  the  death  of  Pitt 
and  the  breakdown  of  the  Wellington  administration  in  1830. 
Moreover,  the  aristocratic  personnel  of  these  1 895-1900  and 
1 900- 1 905  governments — especially  of  the  Balfour  government 
from  1903  to  1905  after  the  resignations  due  to  Chamberlain's 
new  propaganda — was  quite  as  much  characterized  by  mediocre 
ability  as  any  of  the  Tory  governments  between  1800  and  1830. 
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Not  since  the  landed  aristocracy  lost  its  direct  control  of  the 
House  of  Commons  by  the  Reform  Act  of  1832,  was  there  ever 
such  a  marked  lack  of  power  and  ability  in  a  Tory  government 
as  there  was  in  the  Balfour  government  during  thejast  two  and 
a  half  years  of  its  existence.  An  examination  of  the  list  of 
men  who  constituted  it  almost  suggests  that  political  condi- 
tions were  again  what  they  were  between  the  American  Revo- 
lution and  the  Reform  Act,  and  that  the  commercial  and 
industrial  classes  in  Great  Britain  had  little  or  no  part  in  the 
election  of  the  House  of  Commons.  It  seemed  as  though  the 
exercise  of  power  for  twenty  years  by  the  Tories  and  Unionists 
had  exhausted  all  the  marked  political  ability  that  was  available 
at  the  time  of  the  coalition  of  1886;  for  four- fifths  of  the  men 
who  were  of  Balfour's  ministry  when  it  came  to  an  end  in 
December,  1905,  were  from  no  point  of  view  worthy  a  place  in 
a  biographical  dictionary  of  more  permanent  value  than  the 
annual  issue  of  WAo's  Who,  The  make-up  of  the  Balfour 
government  in  its  last  years  was  an  affront  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  British  electorate ;  and,  as  the  general  election  has  now 
made  manifest,  the  electorate  at  last  came  so  to  regard  it. 
'  P'strust  of  Chamberlain  and  his  newest  propaganda  and  the 
weakness  and  ineptitude  of  the  Balfour  government  had  much 
to  do  with  the  movement  of  the  Liberal  Unionists  in  the  consti- 
tuencies back  to  the  Liberal  party.  -^But  much  of  the  disap- 
pearance of  Liberal  Unionism  is  traceable  to  the  Education  Act 
of  1902,  and  the  injustice  of  closing  to  all  but  adherents  of 
the  Established  Church  over  thirty  thousand  head-masterships 
and  head-mistressships  in  11,600  public  elementary  schools, 
the  maintenance  of  which  all  comes  either  out  of  the  imperial 
treasury  or  out  of  county  and  municipal  taxation.  These  posi- 
tions in  the  elementary  schools  are  all  civil  service  appointments, 
as  much  as  clerkships  in  the  state  departments  at  Whitehall  or 
in  the  post  offices  or  the  customs  houses ;  yet  by  statutory  en- 
actment, dating  from  1902,  not  one  of  these  head-masterships 
can  go  to  a  Free  Churchman  unless  he  cut  loose  from  the  church 
of  his  fathers  or  of  his  mature  convictions  and  accept  confirma- 
tion in  the  Church  of  England  which  controls  these  church  schools. 
In  the  old  days  when  Nonconformists  were  burdened  with  dis- 
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abilities,  they  were  excluded  entirely  from  the  municipal  and  the 
national  civil  service.  Even  after  the  partial  removal  of  disabili- 
ties in  1 828,  a  day  laborer  could  not  go  into  the  municipal  service 
until  he  had  taken  an  oath  not  to  use  his  official  position  to  the 
disadvantage  or  the  detriment  of  the  Established  Church ;  and 
as  it  was  only  gradually  that  Nonconformists  realized  that  the 
civil  service  was  open  to  them,  more  than  a  generation  elapsed 
before  they  began  to  make  their  way  in  any  large  numbers  into 
the  various  departments  of  government  service.  As  long  as  the 
Church  of  England  contributed  even  a  small  quota  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  its  elementary  schools — even  so  small  a  quota  as  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent  of  the  cost — Nonconformists  could  not  and  did 
not  hope  to  take  service  in  these  schools ;  and  in  the  country 
districts  their  exclusion  from  the  church  schools  meant  their  ex- 
clusion from  the  teaching  profession,  because  there  were  usu- 
ally no  other  schools  in  their  localities,  and  the  entry  to  the 
school-teaching  profession  was  chiefly  through  pupil-teacher- 
ship. 

With  the  establishment  of  a  national  school  system  under  which 
all  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  schools  comes  out  of  public  money. 
Free  Churchmen  hoped  that  the  school-teaching  profession  like 
the  civil  service  would  be  freely  open  to  them.  But  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  a  majority  of  the  bishops  and  Balfour 
and  Chamberlain  willed  it  otherwise ;  and  by  the  Education  Act 
of  1902 — long  before  Chamberlain  declared  for  protection — 
there  was  started  the  movement  of  the  Free  Churchmen  away 
from  Liberal  Unionism  and  back  to  Liberalism — a  movement 
which  proved  to  be  such  an  important  factor  in  the  late  general 
election. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  say  just  when  a  political  party  that  has 
come  into  existence  for  a  special  purpose  comes  to  the  end  of 
its  usefulness  and  disappears.  The  Whig  party  came  into  ex-: 
istence  in  the  reign  of  William  III  to  uphold  the  Revolution  of 
1688,  and  incidentally  to  develop  what  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury were  the  great  governing  families  of  England,  and  to  make 
sure  that  these  families  did  govern  and  possess  themselves  of 
the  greater  spoils  of  office.  No  one  can  fix  the  time  at  which 
the  Whigs  disappeared ;  for  there  are  still  Whigs  by  ancestry. 
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tradition  and  sympathies  in  the  Liberal  party,  although  since 
1886  most  Whigs  have  sunk  their  Whiggism  in  the  Tory  party. 
Still  it  now  seems  as  though  it  were  going  to  be  possible  to  date 
the  end  of  the  Liberal  Unionists  from  the  general  election  of 
1906;  and  when  the  memoir  of  the  party  comes  to  be  written 
it  will  have  to  be  said  that  it  was  largely  created  by  Chamber- 
lain in  1886,  and  that  it  was  largely  destroyed  by  him  between 
the  end  of  the  South  African  war  and  the  general  election  of 
1906  by  his  part  in  and  his  responsibility  for  the  Education  Act 
of  1902,  by  his  sudden  conversion  to  protection  and  by  his  ener- 
getic campaign  for  the  reenactment  of  the  Corn  Laws, 
v^  Not  quite  all  the  responsibility  for  the  passing  of  Liberal 
''  Unionism  can  be  laid  upon  Chamberlain.  The  abandonment  of 
Home  Rule  by  Liberals  in  Parliament  and  in  the  constituencies 
and  the  general  agreement  within  the  Liberal  party  that  there 
must  never  be  another  Home  Rule  bill  on  the  lines  of  the 
abortive  bills  of  1886  and  1893  helped  on  the  movement  and 
brought  about  the  disappearance  in  the  constituencies  of  many 
of  the  Liberal-Unionist  political  organizations  which  came  into 
existence  in  1886.  Further,  this  abandonment  of  Liberal 
Unionism,  at  a  time  when  there  had  come  to  be  nothing  to 
distinguish  it  from  Toryism,  was  quickened  by  the  ineptitude 
and  lack  of  weight  of  the  Balfour  administration.  English 
political  life  would  indeed  have  lost  the  virility,  wholesomeness 
and  earnestness  which  had  usually  characterized  it  from  1830  to 
the  end  of  Queen  Victoria's  reign,  if,  after  England  had  realized 
that  Home  Rule  had  ceased  to  be  a  danger,  the  forces  that 
made  Liberal  Unionism  in  1 886  had  continued  to  support  such 
weakness  as  marked  the  last  two  years  of  the  administration  which 
fell  to  pieces  in  December,  1905.  Reaction  had  gone  too  far. 
The  Tory  party  had  exhausted  itself  long  before  the  end  came ; 
and  the  only  hope  was  in  the  return  of  a  strong  Liberal  majority 
at  the  general  election  in  1966. 

After  the  Home  Rule  split  in  1886,  the  Liberals  sustained 
disastrous  losses  in  the  newspaper  world.  In  London  they  were 
left  with  only  the  Daily  News  among  the  morning  newspapers, 
and  the  old  Pall  Mall  Gazette — the  Pall  Mall  oi  Yates  Thomp- 
son's ownership  and  Stead's  editorship— among  the  afternoon 
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journals.  The  7im/x  went  over;  so  did  the  Daify  Telegraph 
and  the  Daily  Chronicle ;  so  did  the  Echo^  now  no  more,  but 
then  the  popular  London  Radical  evening  half -penny  paper ; 
and  so  did  the  Spectator^  still  edited  in  1886  by  Richard  H.  Hut- 
ton.  In  the  provinces,  the  Liberal  newspaper  losses  included  the 
Birmingham  Daily  Post^  the  foremost  Radical  newspaper  of  the 
Midlands  in  the  years  when  Bright  was  one  of  the  members  for 
Birmingham;  the  Western  Morning  News^  long  the  leading 
Liberal  newspaper  in  the  section  of  the  country  which  is  tribu- 
tary to  Plymouth ;  and  the  York  Herald,  For  all  practical  pur- 
poses the  Home  Rulers  in  1886  also  lost  the  Liverpool  Daily 
Post,  the  Leeds  Mercury  and  the  Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle,  In 
Scotland  (which  between  1832  and  1885  had  been  as  generally 
Liberal  and  Radical  as  it  had  been  overwhelmingly  Tory  in  the 
days  when  Henry  Dundas,  the  greatest  electoral  manager  of  his 
era,  was  the  Scottish  parliamentary  manager)  the  Liberals  lost 
the  Scotsman  in  Edinburgh,  the  Herald  in  Glasgow  and  the 
Free  Press  in  Aberdeen.  The  Dundee  Advertiser  was  the  only 
newspaper  of  any  weight  left  to  the  Liberals  north  of  the  Tweed, 
after  the  split  of  1886. 

From  1886  to  1892,  not  less  than  half  a  million  sterling  was 
expended  in  endeavors  to  put  on  foot  new  Liberal  daily  news- 
papers. Only  two  of  these  attempts  were  successful.  The 
Leader  dJiA  the  Starm  London  survive  as  the  sole  result  of  all  this 
expenditure  in  newspaper  equipment,  salaries  and  advertising ; 
and  until  the  crisis  on  the  fiscal  iquestion  the  Liberals  were  but 
little  better  placed  as  regards  newspapers  than  they  were  in  the 
first  few  years  which  followed  the  break-up  of  the  party  in  1886. 
In  fact,  for  three  or  four  years  previous  to  1900,  they  were  not  so 
well  placed  as  between  1886  and  1890;  for  in  the  earlier  years 
some  of  the  newspapers  newly  put  on  foot,  which  have  since 
disappeared,  were  then  doing  some  service  for  Liberalism. 

As  the  general  election  approached,  several  of  the  great  news- 
papers which  went  over  with  the  Liberal  Unionists  in  1886  came 
to  the  support  of  Campbell-Bannerman  and  the  Liberals,  and 
opposed  Chamberlain  and  his  propaganda.  The  Spectator 
threw  in  its  lot  with  the  new  government ;  so  did  the  Daily 
Chronicle,  which  was  the  first  of  the  London  newspapers  to 
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abandon  Liberal-Unionism ;  and  in  Scotland  at  the  general  elec- 
tion the  Liberals  had  the  support  of  the  Glasgow  Herald  and  the 
Aberdeen  Free  Press.  This  newspaper  support  was  significant 
of  the  popular  movement  from  Liberal  Unionism  back  to  Li- 
beralism. It  was  the  fiscal  question — the  battle  for  free-trade 
— and  the  merging  of  Liberal  Unionism  in  Parliament  in  ah 
obviously  decadent  Toryism  that  brought  most  of  these  news- 
papers back  to  the  Liberal  party.  Particularly  was  this  the 
case  in  Scotland;  because  the  Education  Act  of  1902  does 
not  apply  to  Scotland,  nor  does  the  Licensing  Act  of  1904. 
Both  of  these  are  exclusively  English  questions ;  and  the  other 
popular  outcry  against  the  late  Tory  government — that  against 
the  Chinese  ordinance  on  the  Rand — ^would  not  alone  have 
caused  these  journals  to  veer  round,  although  on  the  Chinese 
question  the  Spectator  had  not  been  at  ease  for  eighteen  months 
before  the  general  election. 

In  England,  the  Chinese  ordinance  had  two  well-marked  ef- 
fects, both  adverse  to  Chamberlain  and  his  campaign.  It 
impelled  middle-class  Nonconformists  from  Liberal  Unionism 
towards  Liberalism.  It  also  aroused  wide-spread  hostility  to 
Balfour  and  Chamberlain  among  the  working  classes — urban  as 
well  as  rural — and  it  was  unquestionably  a  powerful  influence 
in  favor  of  the  fifty-one  labor  members  who  were  elected  in  the 
English  constituencies.  Among  people  who  have  no  interest  in 
the  Rand  mines — and  shares  in  the  gold  mines  are  not  widely  dis- 
tributed— there  was  developed  a  conviction  that  the  Balfour 
government  had  allowed  itself  to  be  tricked  by  the  mine-owners 
into  acceptance  of  the  Chinese  ordinance.  It  is  now  well  under- 
stood in  England  that  it  was  part  of  the  policy  of  the  mine- 
owners — a  policy  agreed  upon  in  the  early  months  of  the  war  of 
1 899-1 902 — to  depress  Kafir  wages  by  the  introduction  of 
Chinese  labor  when  the  war  should  come  to  an  end. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  I  was  on  the  Rand  and  also  in  Portu- 
guese East  Africa,  which  before  the  war  was  the  great  recruit- 
ing ground  for  Kafirs.  From  my  own  investigations  I  know 
that  at  that  time — ^July,  August  and  September,  1902 — the  labor 
agency  of  the  Chamber  of  Mines  was  making  only  half-hearted 
efforts  to  get  a  full  complement  of  "  boys "  for  the  mines  at 
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Johannesburg.  Apparently,  judging  from  the  Rand  newspapers, 
recruiting  was  going  on  vigorously;  but  the  sincerity  of  the 
effort  to  obtain  labor  may  be  judged  from  one  fact  which  is  on 
record  and  beyond  dispute.  Wages  before  the  war,  when  there 
were  90,000  "  boys"  on  the  Rand,  were  fifty  shillings  a  month. 
These  were  the  regular  wages.  After  the  war,  the  mining  com- 
panies by  agreement  would  not  pay  more  than  thirty  shillings  a 
month.  And  yet  at  that  time  South  Africa  was  still  full  of 
British  troops ;  tens  of  thousands  of  natives  were  required  for 
transport,  commissariat,  railway,  dock  and  municipal  service ; 
mealies  were  commanding  unprecedentedly  high  prices,  so  that 
it  paid  the  natives  to  stay  at  home  and  cultivate  their  mealie 
patches ;  and  thousands  of  the  "  boys  "  had  large  sums  of  money 
in  hand  which  they  had  drawn  for  service  with  the  British  troops. 

These  were  the  economic  conditions  which  prevailed  in  the 
country  south  of  the  Zambesi  when  the  Chamber  of  Mines,  in 
accordance  with  a  policy  decided  upon  in  1900,  when  the  mine- 
owners  and  superintendents  were  among  the  refugees  at  Cape 
Town,  determined  to  cut  wages  almost  in  half.  It  was  impos- 
sible that  the  movement  should  succeed  or  that  under  these 
circumstances  native  laborers  in  adequate  numbers  should  be 
forthcoming  for  the  mines  on  the  Rand.  But  England  is  re- 
mote from  South  Africa ;  and  England  lost  interest  after  war 
and  bloodshed  were  at  an  end.  The  movement  to  reduce  wages 
served  the  end  the  Chamber  of  Mines  had  in  view.  It  kept 
natives  from  the  mines  and  thus  demonstrated  that  there  was  a 
shortage  of  native  labor.  The  mine-owners  had  had  Chinese 
labor  in  mind  long  before  peace  was  declared.  At  least  a  year 
earlier,  Chamberlain,  who  was  secretary  of  state  for  the  colon- 
ies, had  been  sounded  by  the  mine-owners  of  Rhodesia  as  to 
whether  he  would  sanction  the  importation  of  Chinese  coolies. 
He  then  brusquely  refused  to  entertain  the  suggestion — his 
letter  can  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chartered  Company  for 
1901.  This  did  not  discourage  the  mine-owners  of  the  Rand, 
who  exercise  an  enormously  greater  political  influence  in  South 
Africa  than  the  British  South  Africa  Company  by  which 
Rhodesia  is  administered. 

The  persistent  and  powerful  plea  of  the  Rand  mine-owners 
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was  supported  by  proof  (of  their  making)  that  it  was  impossible 
to  obtain  native  labor  and  by  the  contention  that  without  Chinese 
the  mining  industry  would  collapse.  Milner,  who  was  then  high 
commissioner,  accepted  the  plea;  and  in  1904,  on  the  initiative 
of  Lyttelton,  the  late  colonial  secretary,  Parliament  sanctioned 
the  Chinese  ordinance  which  had  been  passed  by  the  govern- 
ment-controlled Legislative  Council  at  Pretoria.  Then  began 
the  importation  of  coolies — "  indented  "  for,  like  railway  equip- 
ment or  dry-goods,  and  reported  by  cable  from  Durban  to 
Johannesburg,  as  the  receipt  of  cotton  at  seaboard  in  the  South 
is  reported  to  Liverpool — until  at  the  time  of  the  general  elec- 
tion there  were  50,000  Chinamen  immured  in  Andersonville-like 
compounds  on  the  Rand. 

Even  the  bishops,  who  either  voted  for  the  ordinance  or  failed 
to  vote  against  it  when  it  was  before  the  House  of  Lords  in 
1904,  are  now  tired  of  the  Rand  experiment  and  the  retrograde 
movement  for  England  which  it  involves ;  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  Tories  who  dislike  to  vote  with  the  Liberals  under  any  cir- 
cumstances would  be  immensely  relieved  if  the  new  Liberal 
government  had  the  courage  to  bring  the  experiment  com- 
pletely to  an  end. 

Following  the  lead  of  Chamberlain  and  Balfour,  Tory  stump 
speakers  urged  the  danger  of  Home  Rule — ignoring  the  ex- 
istence of  the  House  of  Lords — and  the  protectionists  among 
them  enlarged  on  the  splendors  of  empire  and  the  elusive  and 
mysterious  "  proffered  hand  " — the  offer  in  writing  of  further 
preferential  treatment  for  British  manufacturers  in  Canada 
which  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  is  alleged  to  have  made  to  Chamber- 
lain. But  eloquence  on  these  subjects  at  the  electioneering 
meetings  in  industrial  England  did  not  escape  abrupt  interrup- 
tions from  the  audience  with  questions  concerning  the  Chinese 
ordinance.  The  loss  of  three  or  four  by-elections  in  1905  was 
attributed  even  by  Tory  organizers  to  what  they  described  as 
the  popular  misunderstanding  of  Chinese  labor;  and  at  the 
general  election  the  Chinese  ordinance  turned  thousands  of 
wavering  votes  to  Liberal  and  free-trade  candidates. 

The  Chinese  ordinance  came  more  than  a  year  after  Cham- 
berlain had  broken  away  from  the  Balfour  administration  and 
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had  set  out  to  convert  the  Unionist  party  to  protection.  Bal- 
four must  have  realized  by  that  time  (the  parliamentary  session 
of  1904)  that  the  next  general  election  would  end  the  long  era 
of  Tory  rule.  He  must  have  been  convinced  that  the  Tories 
were  at  the  end  of  their  tether ;  that  nothing  the  government 
could  do  could  save  them,  and  perhaps  also  that  no  step  it  could 
take  could  add  much  to  the  jeopardy  of  the  Tory  party  when 
the  general  election  arrived.  Otherwise  it  is  difficult  to  account 
for  his  failure  to  disallow  the  Chinese  ordinance.  He  could 
either  have  disallowed  it  or,  better  still,  have  prevented  its  enact- 
ment by  the  Legislative  Council  at  Pretoria.  Had  he  taken 
either  course  he  would  have  broken  with  Lord  Milner,  who  was 
then  nearing  the  end  of  his  term  as  high  commissioner  in  South 
Africa.  He  would  certainly  have  disgruntled  the  cosmopolitan 
group  of  stock-jobbers  and  town-lot  speculators  who  every  day 
assemble  **  between  the  chains  "  in  Johannesburg.  A  few  large 
contributions  to  the  central  campaign  fund  of  the  Tory  party 
might  also  have  been  lost ;  and  there  would  certainly  have  been 
a  strident  scolding  from  the  Daily  Telegraphy  the  organ  of  the 
Rand  in  London.  This  would  have  comprised  all  the  probable 
damage  to  the  Tory  party  from  a  rejection  of  the  Chinese 
ordinance.  It  is  far  from  certain  that  the  rejection  of  the 
ordinance  would  have  lost  the  Tory  party  a  single  vote  at  the 
general  election  even  in  the  parliamentary  division  of  London 
which  includes  Park  Lane,  where  the  Rand  magnates  have  their 
palatial  abodes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  acceptance -of  the 
ordinance  by  the  Tory  government  and  its.  endorsement  by  the 
House  of  Commons  added  enormously  to  the  electioneering 
perplexities  and  difficulties  of  every  Tory  candidate.  It  was 
not  necessary  for  the  Liberal  candidates  at  the  general  elec- 
tion to  say  much  against  the  Chinese  ordinance.  The  bill- 
stickers  did  the  effective  work  on  this  question ;  and  when  they 
had  covered  all  the  barns  in  the  rural  constituencies  and  the 
hoardings  in  the  towns  with  pictures  of  Chinamen  in  the  Rand 
compounds,  it  was  useless  for  Tory  candidates  to  assert  that 
there  was  nothing  approaching  slavery  in  the  three-years'  in- 
denture, the  felon-like  transportation  from  the  steamer  at  Dur- 
ban to  Johannesburg,  the  floggings  at  the  order  of  the  compound 
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superintendents,  or  the  Andersonville  structures  on  the  mine 
reservations.  In  constituencies  which  included  a  large  labor 
element,  a  Tory  candidate  could  make  no  effective  answer  to  the 
hoardings  covered  with  pictures  illustrating  coolie  conditions 
on  the  Rand.  Two-thirds  of  the  soldiers,  army  reserve  men, 
militiamen,  volunteers  and  railway  men  who  were  in  South 
Africa  during  the  war  were  back  in  civil  life  in  1906,  with  their 
names  on  the  voters'  lists ;  and  the  ex-soldier  vote  told  heavily 
against  the  Tories  and  the  Chinese  ordinance. 

At  the  general  elections  of  1895  ^^d  1900,  the  Tory  govern- 
ment had  the  support  of  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  / 
and  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  because  of  the  promises  ^ 
then  held  out  to  them  in  connection  with  their  schpols.  It  is 
impossible  to  generalize  as  to  the  votes  of  the  clergy  at  the 
election  in  1906.  But  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the 
Church  of  England  and  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  again  voted 
with  the  Tories ;  this  time  out  of  gratitude  for  what  was  saved 
to  the  church  schools  and  their  managers  by  the  Education  Act 
of  1902.  The  act,  while  it  threw  the  whole  burden  of  main- 
taining the  schools  on  the  national  and  local  treasuries,  left  the 
appointment  of  head-teachers  and  a  large  part  of  the  general 
management  of  the  schools  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy.  Each 
church  was  allowed  to  continue  its  denominational  teaching 
in  the  schools.  These  are  the  only  churches  which  exercise  this 
privilege.  Before  the  act  of  1902,  the  Congregationalists  and 
Wesleyan  Methodists  had  had  control  of  elementary  schools,  the 
cost  of  maintaining  which  had,  between  the  Forster  Education 
Act  of  1870  and  the  Balfour  Act  of  1902,  been  thrown  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Church  of  England  and  the  Roman  Catholic  schools 
almost  entirely  on  the  public  treasury.  But  in  these  schools, 
there  never  was  any  denominational  teaching  and  Free  Churchmen 
have  never — certainly  not  since  1870 — asked  that  the  tenets  of 
their  churches  should  be  taught  in  the  public  elementary  schools. 
Roman  Catholics  in  England  are  of  political  weight  only  in 
the  industrial  constituencies  of  the  Midlands  and  the  North  of 
England,  in  which  there  are  large  Irish  laboring  class  popula- 
tions. But  in  1895  ^^^  again  in  1900  the  Catholic  vote  in 
many  of  these  places  was  thrown  to  the  Tory  candidates,  be- 
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cause  the  Catholic  clergy  as  well  as  the  clergy  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church,  had  been  given  to  understand  that  if  the  Tories 
were  returned  to  power  something  would  be  done  for  the 
church  voluntary  schools — that  is  for  the  elementary  schools 
managed  by  the  Established  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Churches. 
More  was  done  for  these  voluntary  schools — parochial  schools 
as  they  would  be  termed  in  the  United  States — than  could  have 
been  expected  at  the  election  in  1895  ^^  even  at  that  of  1900. 
But  what  was  gained  by  the  churches  was  by  no  means  securely 
held.  The  privileges  both  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
of  the  Established  Church  were  vigorously  assailed  by  the 
Liberals  from  the  passing  of  the  Education  Act  until  the  general 
election.  The  Free  Churchmen  objected,  as  I  have  said,  to  the 
power  of  appointment  of  head-teachers  exclusively  from  within 
the  two  privileged  churches.  Theiy  objected  also  to  the  dis- 
tinctive doctrines  of  any  church  being  taught  in  public  elemen- 
tary schools  at  the  public  expense;  and  furthermore,  with 
regard  to  the  Church  of  England,  the  Free  Churchmen  objected 
to  the  enormous  grants  from  the  imperial  treasury  to  training 
colleges  or  normal  schools  to  which  admission  was  denied  to 
all  who  were  not  by  baptism  and  confirmation  members  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

The  passive  resistance  movement  which  had  gone  on  in  Eng- 
land for  three  years  prior  to  the  general  election  and  which  had 
resulted  in  70,800  summonses  to  the  police  court  for  the  non- 
payment of  local  taxes  for  education,  was  a  protest  against  these 
unfair  sectarian  conditions.  The  Free  Churches  are  well 
organized.  They  are  infinitely  better  organized  than  they  were 
in  1870  when  Gladstone  and  Forster  paid  them  so  little  regard 
in  the  Education  Act  of  that  year — the  act  which  established 
the  school  boards  that  survived  until  1902;  and  on  the  for- 
mation of  the  Liberal  government  in  December,  1905,  and  many 
times  before  then,  the  Free  Churchmen  made  plain  to  Campbell- 
Bannerman  and  his  colleagues  of  the  Liberal  party  that  they  did 
not  intend  to  be  served  on  the  education  question  as  they  were 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  by  Gladstone  and  his  first  cabinet. 
There  were  more  Free  Church  candidates  than  at  any  previous 
general  election;  and  largely  owing  to  the  passive  resistance 
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movement  and  other  methods  of  s^tation  against  the  Education 
Act  of  1902,  176  Free  Churchmen  are  of  the  new  House  of 
Commons. 

The  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  and  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  had  had  long  and  ample  warning  that  there  was 
no  permanence  about  the  settlement  of  the  education  question 
of  1902.  Every  passive  resister  who  had  had  his  household 
belongings  sold  at  auction  in  default  of  payment  of  his  educa- 
tion tax,  every  one  of  the  1 76  passive  resisters  who  had  gone  to 
jail  in  default  of  payment,  had  served  to  warn  the  clergy  of  these 
churches  that  their  unfair  advantages  in  connection  with  element- 
ary education  were  held  on  a  precarious  tenure.  Birrell's  ap- 
pointment as  minister  of  education  was  another  and  still  more  , 
ominous  notification  to  the  same  effect,  as  Birrell  is  the  only 
Free  Churchman  who  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  education 
department  since  Mundella  was  minister  of  education  in  Glad- 
stone's 1881-85  administration.  Consequently,  at  the  general 
election,  both  the  Established  Church  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  were  fighting  to  hold  what  they  had  got ;  and  the  votes 
of  the  clergy  and  of  the  electors  who  think  on  this  question  with 
them,  or  who  could  be  influenced  by  them,  were  given  to  the 
Tory  candidates  without  regard  to  free-trade,  the  Chinese  ordi- 
nance, the  liquor  licensing  question,  or  the  weakness  and  inepti-' 
tude  which  marked  the  last  three  years  of  Tory  rule. 

No  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  number  of  votes  that  were 
given  to  the  Tories  in  return  for  the  support  which  the  Tory 
government  gave  to  the  denominational  schools  by  the  act 
of  1902 ;  but  there  is  good  reason  for  assuming  that  the  lay 
vote  for  the  Tories  as  upholders  of  the  existing  school  system 
was  very  much  smaller  than  it  was  in  1895.  Then  both  the 
clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  and  the  priests  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  England  worked  strenuously  in  the  interest 
of  the  Tories ;  because  at  that  time  the  Tories  were  pledged  to 
grant  more  government  aid  to  the  elementary  schools,  many  of 
which  in  1895  were  confronting  serious  financial  difficulties. 
The  sweeping  successes  of  Liberal  candidates  at  the  recent 
general  election  are  proof  that  adherents  of  the  Established 
Church  m  large  numbers  must  have  put  free-trade,  the  Chinese 
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question  and  other  questions  at  issue  in  the  election  before  the 
question  of  the  maintenance  of  the  existing  system  of  church 
schools.  The  success  of  Liberal  and  Labor  candidates  in  the 
industrial  constituencies  in  the  North  of  England  and  the  Mid- 
lands, in  which  Irish  electors  are  numerous,  is  also  proof  that  the 
priests  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  did  not  carry  the  electors 
of  their  parishes  in  favor  of  Tory  candidates  to  anything  like 
the  same  extent  as  in  1895.  At  that  election  fifteen  or 
twenty  seats  were  lost  to  the  Liberals  owing  to  the  defection  of 
Irish  voters,  who  were  influenced  by  the  attitude  of  the  priests 
on  the  school  question. 

It  has  long  been  claimed  by  the  foremost  authorities  on  the 
working  of  the  Elementary  Education  Acts — by  such  authorities 
as  the  present  and  past  presidents  of  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers — ^that  the  religious  difficulty  is  an  issue  for  which  the 
clergy  of  the  Established  Church  and  the  priests  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  are  solely  responsible ;  that  ninety-nine  of  every 
hundred  parents  have  always  been  satisfied  with  the  religious 
teaching  given  in  the  board  schools  and  have  not  desired  that 
denominational  teaching  should  be  included  in  the  curriculum 
of  the  elementary  schools.  The  general  election  goes  a  long 
way  towards  substantiating  this  claim.  It  is  the  children  of 
the  working  classes  who  attend  the  elementary  schools;  yet 
as  the  result  of  the  election  there  are  now  1 76  Free  Church- 
men in  the  House  of  Commons,  most  of  them  pledged  to  com- 
plete popular  control  of  all  elementary  schools,  to  the  exclusion 
of  denominational  teaching  and  to  the  abolition  of  all  religious 
tests  for  teachers  in  schools  maintained  out  of  public  funds. 

A  measure  in  the  legislative  record  of  the  late  Tory  govern- 
ment which  gave  much  dissatisfaction  because  it  was  a  conces- 
sion to  powerful  vested  interests,  long  associated  with  the  Tory 
party,  was  the  Liquor  Licensing  Amendment  Act  of  1904. 
Before  this  act  was  passed  it  was  within  the  power  of  the  county 
and  borough  magistrates,  assembled  in  brewster  sessions,  to 
refuse  to  renew  the  license  of  any  drinking  place  solely  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  public  need  of  it;  and  between  1887, 
when  a  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  finally  determined  that 
under  the  then  existing  licensing  code  the  magistrates  had  this 
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power,  and  1904,  hundreds  of  licenses  were  so  refused  each 
year. 

The  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  most  disturbing  to 
the  brewery  companies  and  to  private  concerns  in  the  trade ; 
for  these  companies  had,  on  a  very  moderate  estimate,  spent 
from  ;Cioo,ooo,ooo  to  ;Ci  15,000,000  in  buying  up  licensed 
houses  and  tying  them  to  the  breweries  so  as  to  secure  a  monop- 
oly of  the  local  trade.  All  this  money  had  been  invested  on  the 
assumption  on  the  part  of  the  brewers  that  when  once  a  license 
had  been  granted  to  a  drinking  shop — no  matter  how  local  sen- 
timent and  local  conditions  might  change — the  magistrates 
could  not  refuse  the  renewal  of  the  license  unless  the  licensee 
were  guilty  of  at  least  three  serious  offences  against  the  licensing 
code. 

The  brewery  companies  had  put  their  capital  into  these  houses 
on  this  assumption,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  every  liquor 
license  from  1552  to  1904  had  carried  on  its  fjice  the  intimation 
that  it  was  good  only  for  the  year  of  issue — for  the  year  that 
lies  between  one  brewster  sessions  and  the  next.  After  the 
decision  of  the  law  lords  in  1887,  however,  and  until  as  late  as 
1903,  renewals  of  licenses  were  refused  in  many  parts  of  Eng- 
land for  no  other  reason  than  that  there  was  no  public  need  of 
them,  and  that  the  continuance  of  unnecessary  drinking  places 
added  to  the  work  of  the  police.  In  the  year  of  the  House  of 
Lords  decision  (1887),  there  were  106,941  licensed  drinking 
houses  in  England ;  one  to  every  242  of  the  population.  By 
1903  the  number  had  been  reduced  by  1,584,  owing  to  the 
closing  of  what  the  magistrates  regarded  as  unnecessary  houses, 
besides  a  further  diminution  due  to  the  abandonment  of  licenses 
because  of  lack  of  business  or  structural  unsuitability  of  the 
houses  to  which  licenses  had  been  attached.  In  the  meantime 
the  brewers  were  in  a  state  of  continuous  alarm,  and  they  went 
to  Balfour,  who  was  then  prime  minister.  Balfour  agreed  with 
them  that  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  jeopardized  the 
interests  of  the  liquor  trade  and  that  if  there  was  in  law  no 
property  right  in  public  house  liquor  licenses  there  was  urgent 
need  for  legislation  to  establish  such  a  right. 

The  interview  between  the  brewers  and  the  premier  was  in 
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March,  1904,  long  after  the  liquor  trade  had  adopted  the  motta 
**  Our  trade  our  politics  " ;  and  in  the  session  then  current  Bal- 
four made  good  his  pledge  to  the  brewers,  and  the  Licensing 
Act  was  carried  through  Parliament.  Under  the  act  licenses 
are  now  treated  as  property ;  and  when  the  renewal  of  a  license 
is  refused  because  there  is  no  need  for  the  house,  compensation 
must  be  awarded  to  the  dispossessed  licensee  and  to  the  owner 
of  the  house,  whether  the  owner  be  the  licensee  or,  as  is  more 
frequently  the  case,  the  licensee  be  merely  the  agent  of  a  brew- 
ery company.  The  compensation  fund  is  raised  by  a  levy  on  a 
pro  rata  basis  on  the  surviving  public  houses  in  the  police 
area.  By  this  arrangement  only  a  restricted  number  of  houses 
can  be  closed  each  year,  the  number  being  determined  by  the 
amount  of  money  available  for  compensation.  The  magistrates 
have  thus  much  less  freedom  of  action,  much  less  discretion » 
I  than  they  had  before  1904;  while  the  act  adds  greatly  to  the 
'  value  of  all  existing  licensed  houses. 

The  Tories  were  in  opposition  at  the  general  election.  They 
had,  however,  been  in  power  to  within  a  month  of  the  polling. 
They  had  been  in  power  practically  since  1 886 ;  and  they  had 
a  long  legislative  and  administrative  record  to  defend.  They 
had  to  apologize  for  the  inefficiency  and  corruption  which  were 
disclosed  at  the  end  of  the  war  in  South  Africa.  While  their 
legislative  record  satisfied  the  Rand  mine-owners  as  concerned 
the  Chinese  ordinance,  the  Church  of  England  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  regard  to  the  schools,  and  the  brewing 
interests  by  virtue  of  the  recognition  of  a  property  right  in  liquor 
licenses,  it  did  not  give  general  satisfaction  to  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  Tory  party,  who  had  derived  no  advantages,  direct  or 
indirect,  from  any  of  these  measures. 

The  burden  of  imperial  taxation  also  told  against  the  party 
among  its  less  partisan  adherents.  In  1885  the  income  tax 
stood  at  eight  pence  in  the  pound ;  and  in  two  years  between 
1880  and  1885 — the  period  covered  by  the  second  Gladstone 
administration — it  had  been  as  low  as  five  pence.  For  the  fiscal 
year  1905-06  the  income  tax — payable  by  all  men  and  women 
on  all  their  receipts  from  whatever  source  above  £\6o  z.  year — 
stood  at  one  shilling  in  the  pound ;  and  only  once  since  the 
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general  election  in  1900  had  it  fallen  below  one  shilling;  while 
in  1901-02  it  was  one  shilling  and  two  pence,  and  in  1902-03  it 
was  one  shilling  and  three  pence  or  6\  per  cent — higher  than  it 
has  ever  been  in  the  modern  history  of  the  impost. 

The  legislative  and  administrative  record  of  the  Tories  was 
thus  unfavorable  to  them.  The  country  was  manifestly  tired  of 
them ;  and  in  addition  to  the  weariness  and  the  feeling  that  a 
change  from  Tory  rule  had  come  to  be  imperative,  there  had  been 
developments  outside  Parliament  between  the  election  of  1900 
and  that  of  1906  that  proved  most  helpful  to  the  Liberals.  The 
most  important  of  these  were :  ( i )  Chamberlain's  propaganda 
for  protection;  (2)  the  conviction  in  England  and  Scotland  that 
the  danger  of  Home  Rule  had  been  dispelled  after  Gladstone's 
retirement  from  the  House  of  Commons  in  1894;  and  (3)  the 
fact  that  the  Liberals  had  come  to  a  working  agreement  with 
the  Labor  party,  both  with  the  Independent  Labor  party  and 
with  those  trade  unionists  who  were  intent  on  having  their 
representatives  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  who  had  not 
identified  themselves  with  the  Labor  Representation  Committee 
organized  in  1890  by  Keir  Hardie,  the  member  for  Merthyr 
Tydvil. 

Many  of  the  large  landed  proprietors  in  rural  England,  many 
of  the  clergy  in  rural  parishes  and  many  of  the  tenant  farmers 
early  gave  in  their  adhesion  to  Chamberlain.  But  the  laborers  in 
rural  England  never  gave  his  movement  any  support ;  and  it  is 
only  necessary  to  turn  to  the  electoral  map  as  it  now  stands,  with 
the  county  divisions  returning  only  64  Tories  out  of  a  total  of 
292  English  county  members  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  see 
what  effect  the  vote  of  the  agricultural  laborers  had  in  making 
an  end  of  Chamberlain's  scheme. 

On  the  electoral  franchise  as  it  existed  until  1885,  free-trade 
would  have  fared  badly  in  all  the  agricultural  counties;  for 
then  only  landowners  and  large  tenants  had  votes,  and  the 
agricultural  laborer  had  merely  to  look  on  at  an  election  and  to 
cheer  the  candidate  that  his  farmer  employer  and  his  farmer's 
landlord  were  supporting.  Today  every  farm  laborer  who  rents  a 
cottage — no  matter  if  the  rent  is  only  eighteenpence  or  two  shill- 
ings a  week — is  on  the  voters'  list.     Voting  by  ballot  has  been 
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universal  in  England  for  thirty  years.  It  was  difficult  to  per- 
suade the  farm  laborers,  when  they  first  began  voting  in  1885, 
that  the  ballot  was  really  secret.  Since  1885,  however,  a  better 
educated  and  more  independent  generation  of  farm  laborers  has 
arisen.  They  understand  that  except  in  the  very  rare  case  of  a 
scrutiny  the  ballot  is  secret  beyond  all  peradventure ;  and  for 
three  years  before  the  general  election,  at  every  by-election  in 
a  rural  division,  agricultural  laborers  had  been  marking  their 
ballots  against  Tory  and  protectionist  candidates. 

It  has  come  down  by  tradition  to  the  laborers  in  rural  Eng- 
land that  the  Corn  Laws  never  brought  them  any  better  wages ; 
and  although  wages  today  seldom  exceed  eighteen  or  twenty 
shillings  a  week,  they  know  that  this  is  much  more  than  the  labor- 
ers received  between  the  French  Revolution  and  the  abolition  of 
the  Corn  Laws.  These  traditions  have  been  handed  from  one 
generation  of  English  farm  laborers  to  the  next.  They  are  of 
the  folklore  of  rural  England ;  and  it  was  not  necessary,  after 
Chamberlain  began  his  campaign,  that  free-trade  speakers  in 
agricultural  England  should  dwell  much  on  conditions  in  Eng- 
land when  the  landlord-enacted  Corn  Laws  were  on  the  statute 
book  and  when  rural  laborers  were  without  parliamentary  re- 
presentation in  the  House  of  Commons. 

A  generation  ago  agricultural  laborers  who  openly  supported 
Liberal  candidates  ran  some  risks :  they  might  have  been  con- 
fronted within  a  week  after  an  election  that  had  gone  against  the 
Tories  with  the  need  of  finding  new  employers.  Few  agricul- 
tural laborers  had  to  carry  any  such  risk  at  the  last  general 
election ;  for  today  the  laborers  are  less  dependent  on  the  land- 
owners, the  clergy  and  the  farmers  than  ever  before  in  the 
history  of  agricultural  economy  in  England.  Today  they  are 
free  to  vote  as  they  choose,  not  only  because  the  ballot  is  secret, 
but  because,  poor  and  insufficient  as  their  wage  may  seem  to 
people  accustomed  to  American  wages  and  the  American  scale 
of  living,  English  rural  laborers  are  now  comparatively  inde- 
pendent. The  last  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  have  seen  a  never- 
ending  procession  of  laborers  from  rural  England  wending  its 
way  to  London,  Birmingham,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Leeds  and 
Newcastle,  and  to  the  great  centers  of  the  iron  and  steel  and 
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textile  industries  which  are  scattered  over  the  Midlands  and  the 
North  of  England.  It  is  the  young  men  who  go,  and  their 
going  is  so  continuous  that  there  is  a  lack  of  efficient  farm  labor 
all  over  England ;  and  today  few  and  remarkably  advantageously 
placed  are  the  farmers  t^ho  can  discharge  a  laborer,  or  even 
make  his  staying  uncomfortable,  because  he  may  have  chosen 
to  vote  at  a  parliamentary  election  in  opposition  to  his  employer. 

This  new  economic  and  social  freedom  of  the  rural  laborer 
meant  much  for  the  Liberals  and  free-traders.  It  meant 
more  even  than  they  counted  upon  when  it  was  determined  to 
put  up  candidates  in  every  county  constituency,  and  not  to 
allow  any  seats,  however  apparently  securely  held,  to  go  to 
the  Tories  by  default.  In  industrial  England,  and  especially  in 
the  textile  counties  of  Yorkshire,  Lancashire  and  Cheshire, 
Chamberlain's  scheme  from  the  first  met  with  universal  opposi- 
tion. It  commended  itself  neither  to  employers  nor  to  work- 
people. The  mill-owners  in  the  cotton  and  woollen  industries 
promptly  realized  that  if  Chamberlain  should  be  empowered  by 
a  popular  vote  to  enact  a  protective  tariff,  he  could  not  possibly 
do  anything  for  the  advantage  of  the  cotton  and  woollen  mills 
which  export  their  product.  These  men  knew  that  if  there 
were  duties  to  protect  British  farmers  there  must  also  be  duties 
to  protect  British  manufacturers  in  the  home  market ;  and  that 
as  a  result  of  these  two  sets  of  duties  there  would  be  demands 
for  advances  in  wages  from  the  strongly  organized  unions  in  the 
textile  and  engineering  trades,  and  an  advance  in  price  of  build- 
ing materials  and  of  all  descriptions  of  equipment  and  mill 
supplies.  As  for  foreign  competition  in  the  textile  industries, 
the  protectionists  never  even  attempted  to  persuade  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  that  it  existed. 

Soon  after  Chamberlain  had  propounded  his  scheme  at  Bir- 
mingham in  1903,  he  disclaimed  any  idea  of  imposing  protective 
duties  on  raw  materials.  This  explanation  he  made  because  of 
the  outcry  in  the  cotton  and  woollen  centers  of  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire.  But  the  explanation  was  of  very  little  service  to 
Chamberlain.  It  was  not  regarded  as  adequate  by  the  men 
in  the  textile  industries.  They  realized  that  if  Canadian 
lumber  were  to  have  a  preference  at  British  ports  over  lumber 
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from  the  Southern  states  or  from  Norway,  South  Africa  and 
Australia  would  insist  on  preference  for  the  wools  they  ex- 
port to  Great  Britain.  Granting  that  Australia  and  the  South 
African  colonies  were  accorded  preferential  treatment  for  their 
principal  exports,  it  was  asked  in  Lancashire  whether  India, 
Egypt  and  other  over-sea  possessions  of  Great  Britain  in  which 
cotton  is  grown  would  not  demand,  with  justice,  similar  favors ; 
and  if  these  were  conceded,  both  the  cotton  industry  of  Lan- 
cashire and  the  woollen  industry  of  Yorkshire  would  be  con- 
fronted with  difficulties  beyond  measure. 

Lancashire,  Cheshire  and  Yorkshire,  in  which  are  comprised 
all  the  great  centers  of  the  textile  industries,  at  the  general 
election  of  1895,  out  of  a  total  of  122  members  returned  84 
Tories  and  Unionists.  At  the  general  election  in  1900,  82 
Tories  and  Unionists  and  40  Liberals  were  elected.  The 
answer  of  the  textile  counties  to  Chamberlain  at  the  general 
election  in  1906  was  the  return  of  95  Liberals  and  Labor  men, 
all  opposed  to  protection,  and  only  1 7  Tories.  The  Chamber- 
lain reverses  were  nearly  as  serious  in  the  coal  and  iron  coun- 
ties of  the  North  and  Midlands.  Birmingham  remained  loyal 
to  Chamberlain;  and  so  did  the  county  of  Warwick.  Else- 
where in  the  iron  and  steel  districts  the  Tory  and  protectionist 
candidates  were  defeated  and  large  gains  accrued  to  the 
Liberals. 

The  Liberal  success  in  industrial  England  was  partly  due  to 
an  understanding  between  the  Liberal  organizers  in  London 
and  in  the  constituencies  with  the  Labor  Representation  Com- 
mittee, by  which  three-cornered  contests  were  avoided.  Labor 
candidates  at  the  late  elections  were  divided  into  three  groups 
— miners'  union  candidates  not  associated  with  the  L.  R.  C. ; 
candidates  nominated  by  this  committee ;  and  candidates  of  the 
Social  Democra'tic  Federation,  the  oldest  of  the  socialistic  or- 
ganizations in  Great  Britain.  These  socialist  candidates  were 
not  recognized  either  by  the  local  Liberal  organizations  or  by 
the  central  organizations  of  the  Liberal  party  in  London ;  and 
they  went  to  the  polls  in  nine  constituencies  in  opposition  alike 
to  Tory  and  Liberal  candidates,  but  without  success,  not  a  single 
Social  Democrat  being  elected. 
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The  miners'  candidates  were  adopted  as  the  Liberal  candi- 
dates in  the  constituencies  they  contested ;  and  except  in  a  few 
instances  the  candidates  of  the  L.  R.  C.  were  not  opposed  by 
Liberals.  The  first  Labor  members  were  elected  to  the  House 
of  Commons  in  1874.  They  were  Burt  of  Morpeth  and  Mac- 
donald  of  Stafford,  both  presidents  of  miners'  unions.  Between 
1874  and  the  end  of  the  Parliament  in  1905,  other  Labor  men 
were  elected ;  most  of  them,  though  not  all,  trade-union  officials. 
But  before  the  Parliament  of  1906  was  chosen,  the  number  of 
Labor  men  never  exceeded  seventeen,  which  was  the  strength  of 
the  Labor  vote  in  the  short-lived  House  of  Commons  elected  in 
1885,  after  the  extension  of  the  franchise  by  Gladstone's  act  of 
1884. 

All  the  Labor  men  in  the  House  of  Commons  up  to  1900, 
with  the  exception  perhaps  of  Keir  Hardie,  owed  their  election 
to  the  support  of  the  Liberal  organizations  in  the  constituencies 
from  which  they  were  chosen;  and  with  the  exceptions  of 
Broadhurst,  Howell,  Cremer  and  Burns,  these  members  were 
enabled  to  bear  the  expenses  of  a  parliamentary  contest  and  to 
maintain  themselves  at  Westminster  through  the  willingness  of 
the  trade  unions,  with  which  they  were  connected,  to  draw  on 
their  funds  to  secure  direct  representation  in  Parliament. 

Until  1 90 1,  there  was  no  national  organization  for  securing  the 
return  of  direct  representatives  of  Labor.  The  National  Miners' 
Federation,  long  before  1901,  was  committed  to  the  policy  of 
direct  representation ;  but  its  efforts  were  exclusively  in  behalf 
of  miners'  trade-union  officials,  and  not  all  of  the  miners'  unions 
are  of  the  Federation.  The  first  national  movement  intended 
to  include  men  in  all  industries,  skilled  and  unskilled,  developed 
out  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  and  was  begun  in  1901 .  Keir 
Hardie  and  the  other  organizers  of  the  Labor  Representation 
Committee  appealed  to  all  the  trade  unions ;  and  except  the 
miners'  unions,  practically  all  of  them  came  into  the  new  or- 
ganization and  agreed  to  make  a  small  levy  on  their  members 
to  pay  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  expenses  of  Labor  candidates 
at  elections  and  to  provide  Labor  men  returned  to  the  House 
of  Commons  with  salaries  of  ;C200  a  year. 

Under  the  constitution  of  the  L.  R.  C,  candidates  nominated 
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under  its  auspices  agree  to  ''  form  a  distinct  group  in  Parlia- 
ment, with  its  own  whips  and  its  own  policy  on  Labor  ques- 
tions." It  is  further  agreed  that  the  Labor  group  shall  ''abstain 
strictly  from  identifying  itself  with  any  section  of  the  Liberal 
or  Conservative  party;"  and  that  the  members  of  the  group 
shall  "  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  group,  and  shall  appear 
before  their  constituencies  under  the  title  of  Labor  candidates 
only."  The  object  of  the  last  clause  is  to  differentiate  the 
Labor  members  from  the  older  Labor  men  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  such  as  Broadhurst,  Bell,  Bums,  Howell  and  Cremer,. 
who,  in  the  Parliaments  between  1885  and  1905,  acted  with  the 
Liberals  and  who  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  group  returned  at 
the  general  election  of  1906  as  Liberal-Labor  members.  Keir 
Hardie  was  of  the  House  of  Commons  when  the  L.  R.  C.  was 
organized;  and  between  1901  and  the  dissolution  of  the  Par- 
liament  of  1900- 1 905  he  was  joined  by  three  other  members,, 
elected  under  the  auspices  of  the  L.  R.  C. 

As  soon  as  the  committee  was  organized  in  1901  the  Labor 
propaganda  was  begun,  and  candidates  were  put  in  the  field 
in  readiness  for  the  general  election.  They  were  nominated 
in  some  constituencies  which  at  normal  times  were  Liberal, 
but  which  had  elected  Tories  at  the  general  election  held 
while  the  war  was  in  progress  in  South  Africa.  Ultimately,  an 
understanding  was  attained  between  the  Liberal  organizers  ia 
London  and  the  L.  R.  C.  A  certain  number  of  industrial 
constituencies  were  assigned  to  the  Labor  men ;  and  the  L.  R» 
C.  on  its  part  agreed  not  to  jeopardize  the  chances  of  Liberal 
candidates  in  other  constituencies  by  nominating  Labor  candi- 
dates. In  this  way  fifty  L.  R.  C.  candidates  were  in  the  field 
at  the  general  election ;  and,  except  where  candidates  of  the 
Social  Democratic  Federation  were  nominated,  there  were  few 
of  the  three-cornered  contests  which  in  1895  ^^^  1900  had  re^ 
suited  in  Liberal  or  Radical  seats  being  handed  over  to  the 
Tories. 

The  L.  R.  C.  went  into  the  elections  with  a  parliamentary 
fund  of  ;C  6,000  in  hand.  By  its  platform  its  candidates  were 
pledged  to 
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The  principles  embodied  in  the  Tr&de  Disputes  Bill. 

The  Amendment  of  the  Compensation  Act  so  as  to  give  compensa- 
tion to  all  workeis  in  eveiy  trade  from  the  date  of  the  accident. 

The  amendment  of  the  Truck  Act  to  prevent  stoppages  of  any  de- 
scription from  wages. 

The  amendment  of  the  Unemployed  Act  so  that  employment  can  be 
found  at  trade-union  rates  for  those  unable  to  obtain  work. 

The  abolition  of  enforced  Chinese  labor  in  South  Africa. 

The  establishment  of  a  state  pension  fund  at  sixty  years  of  age. 

An  extension  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

Returning  officeis'  fees  to  be  a  charge  upon  the  national  exchequer. 

Adult  suffrage. 

The  establishment  of  an  eigh^hour  working  day. 

The  Trade  Disputes  Bill,  put  in  the  forefront  of  the  Labor 
program,  was  a  measure  introduced  in  the  Parliament  of 
I9(X>-I905  and  supported  by  the  Liberals  and  all  the  Labor 
men,  to  offset  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords,  sitting  as  a 
court  of  appeal,  in  the  Taff  Vale  Railway  case — a  decision 
which  made  trade-union  funds  open  to  attack  in  the  law  courts 
by  employers  who  had  been  damaged  by  the  wrongful  action  of 
trade-union  officials.  The  House  of  Lords'  decision  of  1900  was 
the  most  serious  blow  at  trade  unionism  since  trade  unions 
were  given  a  legal  status  in  1869;  and  it  was  in  large  measure 
directly  responsible  for  the  organization  of  the  Labor  Represen- 
tation Committee. 

The  attitude  of  the  new  Labor  party  towards  all  other  candi- 
dates— Liberal  and  Tory — ^was  defined  in  a  general  appeal  to 
trade  unionists  issued  on  the  eve  of  the  elections.  **  Do  not  vote," 
reads  one  of  the  paragraphs,  *'  for  any  candidate  who  is  op- 
posed to  the  trade-union  program.  Vote  for  all  Labor  and 
other  candidates  who  are  prepared  to  resist  taxes  on  food  and 
industry,  to  support  an  amendment  of  the  Education  Act, 
and  the  other  reforms  embodied  in  the  program  of  the  Trades 
Union  Congress."  All  trade  unionists  and  wage-earners  were 
also  urged  to  work  zealously  for  the  return  of  Labor  candi- 
dates **  and  to  show  by  their  determination  how  anxious  the 
working  classes  are  for  an  honest  government,  desirous  of  legis- 
lating for  the  wants  and  requirements  of  the  people."     *'  Now 
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is  the  chance  of  a  lifetime.     Don't  throw  it  away/'  continued 
the  manifesto. 

We  want  something  hejond  the  old  demand  for  a  liring  wage.  The 
demand  for  lahor  today  should  be  for  a  higher  standard  of  living.  In 
all  constituencies  where  Labor  candidates  are  in  the  field,  let  there  be 
no  division  as  to  whether  a  Labor  candidate  is  of  one  school  of  thought 
or  another,  as  all  are  progressive ;  and  vigorously  show  your  opponents 
.  what  workmen  are  capable  of  doing  when  they  are  put  to  the  test. 

A  sub-committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  issued  this 
appeal — not  the  L.  R.  C.  It  was  signed  by  members  of  the 
Liberal-Labor  party  and  by  members  of  the  L.  R.  C. ;  and  was 
an  appeal  for  support  for  all  three  groups  of  the  Labor  party 
in  the  1 900-1 905  House  of  Commons — the  miners'  representa- 
tives ;  Liberal-Labor  members,  of  whom  Bums  and  Broadhurst 
are  typical ;  and  the  members  of  the  L.  R.  C,  who  were  returned 
to  the  House  of  Commons  after  the  organization  of  the  com- 
mittee in  1 90 1. 

Fifty  candidates  were  nominated  by  the  L.  R.  C.  Twenty- 
nine  were  elected,  in  addition  to  fourteen  miners'  members  and 
fourteen  Liberal-Labor  candidates.  There  are  accordingly  in 
the  new  House  of  Commons  fifty-seven  Labor  men  of  three 
different  schools.  This  is  more  than  three  times  the  number  in 
any  Parliament  since  Labor  members  began  to  appear  in  1874. 
It  is  only  eight  less  than  the  Irish  Nationalist  following  of  Par- 
nell  after  the  general  election  of  1880,  the  last  election  on  the 
comparatively  narrow  franchise  established  by  the  second  Re- 
form Act  in  1867.  None  but  miners — mostly  miners'  union 
officials — are  of  the  exclusively  trade-union  group.  The  Lib- 
eral-Labor group  is  more  comprehensive,  as  it  includes  four 
journalists ;  an  engineer  (John  Burns)  ;  a  grocer;  a  stone  mason ; 
a  barge  builder ;  and  officials  of  the  Seamen's  and  Firemen's 
Union,  the  Navvies'  Union  and  the  Railway  Servants'  Union. 
In  the  L.  R.  C.  group  there  are  four  cotton  operatives'  union 
officials;  four  representatives  of  printers' unions;  an  ex-civil 
servant ;  an  elementary  school  teacher ;  a  grocer ;  and  represen- 
tatives of  engineers,  miners,  bricklayers,  carpenters,  furniture 
makers,  shipbuilders  and  boiler  makers'  unions.      Several   of 
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the  unions  which  are  represented  in  the  L.  R.  C.  group,  such 
as  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Engineers  and  the  London 
Compositors'  Society,  are  making  parliamentary  allowances  to 
their  men  in  addition  to  contributing  to  the  general  fund  of  the 
L.  R.  C,  the  fund  out  of  which  the  members  are  receiving 
salaries  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

The  old  school  Labor  members,  those  who  are  now  of  the 
Liberal-Labor  group,  and  the  Miners'  group,  sat  with  the  Lib- 
erals on  the  government  or  the  opposition  benches,  responded 
to  the  whips  of  the  Liberal  party  and  were  closely  allied  with 
the  Liberals  in  Parliament  and  in  the  constituencies.  These 
relations  are  being  continued  in  the  new  Parliament ;  and  the 
Liberal- Labor  group  (now  one  less  in  number  than  at  the  open- 
ing of  Parliament,  by  means  of  the  retirement  of  Broadhurst  and 
the  election  of  a  Liberal  member  in  his  place  at  Leicester  in 
March  last)  and  the  fourteen  miners'  representatives  sit  on  the 
government  benches.  The  members  of  the  L.  R.  C.  group,  how- 
ever, sit  on  the  benches  below  the  gangway  on  th^  opposition 
side  of  the  House  in  company  with  the  Nationalists.  Govern- 
ment whips  are  not  sent  to  them;  and  the  members  of  the 
group  are  so  intent  on  maintaining  their  independence  that 
although  the  National  Liberal  Club,  the  rendezvous  of  popular 
Liberalism  in  London,  is  open  to  them  on  terms  sufficiently 
easy  not  to  embarrass  their  finances,  they  have  decided  to  hold 
aloof  from  the  club. 

The  appearance  of  this  new  force  in  English  politics  is  no 
surprise  to  students  of  English  parliamentary  and  electoral 
history.  After  the  franchise  was  extended  in  1884  there  were 
indications  that  such  a  development  was  in  sight.  Immedi- 
ately following  the  general  election  of  1885,  however,  there 
came  the  division  in  the  Liberal  party  over  Home  Rule. 
By  the  time  England  and  Scotland  had  ceased  to  have  any 
dread  of  Home  Rule,  there  came  the  South  African  war  and 
still  another  division  in  the  Liberal  and  Radical  party.  The  ab- 
normal conditions  prevailing  from  1886  to  1903  really  account, 
it  seems  to  me,  for  the  fact  that  Labor,  although  in  possession 
of  the  parliamentary  franchise,  was  so  slow  in  making  for  itself 
a  commanding  place  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
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Never  since  present  day  Liberalism  began  to  be  traceable  as 
a  great  force  in  English  politics  has  a  Liberal  government  been 
in  so  independent  a  position  as  the  government  which  was  con- 
firmed in  office  by  the  general  election  of  1906.  From  1830 
until  the  incoming  of  the  Irish  Nationalists  in  the  Parliament  of 
1874-80,  Whig  and  Liberal  administrations  were  always  more 
or  less  dependent  on  the  votes  of  the  Irifeh  members.  Even  in 
the  Parliament  of  1 880-1 885 — the  high  water  mark  of  Liberal- 
ism in  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria — Gladstone  had  a  majority 
of  only  42  over  the  combined  forces  of  the  Tories  and  National- 
ists; and  it  is  a  matter  of  record  that  in  the  1885— 1886  Parlia- 
ment and  the  Parliament  of  1892-95,  the  Gladstone  and  Rose- 
terry  governments  were  absolutely  dependent  on  the  Nationalist 
vote.  In  the  new  Parliament,  the  Liberals  have  a  majority  of 
1 30  over  the  combined  vote  of  the  Tories  and  protectionists, 
the  Irish  Nationalists  and  the  twenty-nine  members  of  the  L.  R. 
C.  group.  The  Liberals  are  now  free  of  the  Irish  Home  Rule 
question;  the  Newcastle  program  of  1885  is. of  the  past;  and 
as  the  constituencies  are  unmistakably  with  the  government 
and  are  eagerly  looking  for  progressive  legislation,  which  has 
fallen  much  into  arrears  during  the  ten  years  of  reaction  under 
Salisbury  and  Balfour,  the  House  of  Lords  is  not  likely  to  prove 
obstructive — it  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be  any  repetition  of 
the  tactics  of  the  Upper  House  which  characterized  the  enact- 
ment of  the  measure  for  the  extension  of  the  franchise  and  for 
the  redistribution  of  electoral  power  in  1884  and  1885. 

There  are  two  reasons  why  the  House  of  Lords  will  not  be 
assertive.  Except  in  1 884-1 885  it  has  never  since  1831  brought 
itself  into  direct  and  obvious  antagonism  to  the  well  ascertained 
popular  will ;  and  it  is  even  less  likely  to  do  so  in  the  new  Par- 
liament because  of  the  weak,  disrupted  and  almost  leaderless 
plight  of  the  Tory  party  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  because 
in  the  House  of  Lords  itself  there  is  no  leader  of  the  parlia- 
mentary ability  and  strength  of  Salisbury,  who  almost  single- 
handed  made  the  fight  in  the  Lords  over  Gladstone's  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  Acts  of  1 884-1 885. 

Edward  Porritt. 

Hartford,  CoNNKcncur. 


OCEAN  FREIGHT  RATES 

AND  THEIR  CONTROL  THROUGH   COMBINATION* 

THE  sea  is  free»  and  in  a  consideration  of  its  freight  rates 
the  cast-off  theories  of  land  transportation  are  found  to 
apply  to  its  principal  lines  of  trade.  The  most  pro- 
nounced change  in  the  theory  of  land  transportation  is  the 
growing  recognition  of  the  fact  that  competition  is  not  the  con- 
trolling force  that  it  was  once  supposed  to  be.  Upon  the  ocean, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  theory  of  free  competition  still  finds  ap- 
plication. The  reason  for  this  difference  between  land  and  sea 
transportation  will  be  most  easily  seen  if  one  considers  for  a 
moment  what  constitutes  the  unit  of  transportation  by  land  and 
by  sea.  Upon  the  ocean  it  is  a  single  ship.  Ports  are  open  to 
all ;  the  ocean  is  a  free  and  toll-less  highway  upon  which  the 
ships  of  all  nations  may  and  do  come  and  go  at  will.  Upon 
land  the  railway  train  renders  the  similar  carrying  service,  but 
the  carrying  unit  is  the  railroad  itself  complete  from  end  to 
end.  The  equipment  for  carrying  a  ship's  cargo  3000  miles  is 
not  ten  per  cent  more  costly  than  that  for  carrying  it  across  a 
narrow  channel.  The  cost  of  equipment  necessary  for  supporting 
a  train  may  be  roughly  put  at  50  to  100  per  cent  of  the  value 
of  the  train  for  every  mile  it  goes.  Before  a  train  can  be  run 
3000  miles  there  must  have  been  years  of  labor  for  the  build- 
ing of  3000  miles  of  railroad,  requiring  the  investment  of  one 
to  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  in  roadway,  terminals, 
branches,  feeders,  repair  shops,  etc,  A  new  competitor  for  this 
same  3000-mile  service  must  expend  another  hundred  or  more 
millions  prior  to  running  the  first  train  and,  as  population  in- 
creases, the  cost  of  railroad  building  increases  because  of  higher 
land  values.  Equipment  for  sea  carriage  becomes  cheaper  year 
by  year  through  the  progress  of  invention.  Ocean  transporta- 
tion investment  requires  the  ownership  of  vehicles  only — move- 

'  Acknowledgment  is  hereby  made  of  assistance  received  from  the  Carnegie  Institu- 
tion in  the  collection  of  materials  for  this  article. 
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able  capital.  Railway  transportation  investment  is  chiefly  in 
the  form  of  fixed  capital — road.  This  heavy  investment  of 
fixed  capital  must  earn  dividends  where  it  is  placed  or  be  almost 
total  loss.  In  contrast  to  this  the  steamship  or  sailing  vessel 
capital  is  the  most  mobile  in  the  world. 

A  discussion  of  ocean  freight  rates  must  be  introduced  by  a 
comparison  of  the  two  distinct  methods  of  operating  ships  and 
carrying  on  the  transportation  business :  ( i )  charter  traffic,  in 
which  the  unit  of  operation  is  a  single  vessel  working  inde- 
pendently; and  (2)  line  traffic,  in  which  many  ships  combine 
to  render  one  service. 

I.  Charter  traffic, — ^The  fact  that  the  sea  is  an  open  high- 
way enables  any  navigator  to  go  where  he  will  and  engage 
singly  in  the  carrying  trade,  if  he  wishes  to  do  so.  This  abso- 
lute independence  of  the  single  ship  has  its  economic  advantages* 
No  costs  need  be  incurred  except  the  necessary  costs  for  the 
particular  traffic  in  hand.  In  contrast  with  this  the  great  steam- 
ship line  must  stick  to  its  route  whether  harvests  be  good  or 
bad.  The  ships  must  be  advertised,  and  sent  on  their  voyages 
as  advertised,  whether  they  be  full  of  cargo  or  only  partiy  full. 
The  schedule  is  the  soul  of  the  line  and  it  joins  with  many  other 
costs  to  make  the  traffic  of  lines  more  costly  than  that  of  the 
individual  vessel  that  is  run  with  only  the  necessary  costs  of 
physical  operation.  If  the  shipper  can  deal  in  ship-load  lots^ 
he  has  no  need  of  a  liner.  He  hires  a  vessel  of  his  own.  The 
hiring  is  called  chartering,  hence  "  charter"  traffic.  The  vessel,, 
being  always  for  hire,  goes  anywhere  and  everywhere,  hence 
the  name  "  tramp  "  traffic. 

The  primary  qualification  of  line  traffic  is  regularity  and  un- 
usual speed.  These  entail  costs,  and  there  must  be  higher 
freight  rates  to  make  line  traffic  profitable.  The  primary  object 
of  tramp  or  charter  traffic  is  cheapness  with  efficiency.  There 
is  room  for  both  services.  The  exacting  traffic,  the  traffic  in 
manufactures  and  passengers,  is  increasing  and  with  it  the  de- 
mand for  line  traffic  and  corporate  organization.  Along  with 
this  is  the  growing  traffic  in  cheap  and  bulky  goods  requiring 
the  service  of  unorganized  cheapness.  The  trade  of  the  pres- 
ent comprises  many  million  tons  of  cheap  and  bulky  raw  mater- 
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ials  which  must  be  transported  in  great  quantities  and  at  the 
lowest  possible  cost.  These  usually  go  in  ship-load  lots  as 
charter  traffic. 

If  steel  rails,  iron,  locomotives  or  other  heavy  manufactures 

are  moved  in  sufficient  quantities,  as  is  occasionally  the  case, 

they  may  become  charter  traffic,  but  the  staple  articles  for  this 

type  of  ocean  work  are  grain,  lumber,  coal,  ores,  sugar,  cotton^ 

petroleum,  nitrate  of  soda,  jute,  etc.     This  is  absolutely  a  world 

trade.     The  chief  market  for  wheat  is  Great  Britain  and  the 

nearby  parts  of  the  continent,  but  this  one  commodity  is  shipped 

from  the  Atlantic  ports  of  America  from  Galveston  to  Montreal,. 

from  San  Francisco,  Columbia  River  and  Puget  Sound  on  the 

Pacific,  from   the   Argentine   Republic   and   India   and   from 

Russian  ports  on  the  Baltic  and  Black  Seas,  from  the  Danube 

River  and  sometimes  from  Chile  and  Australia.     Cryolite  comes 

from  Greenland ;  nitrate  of  soda  from  Chile ;  nickel  ore  from 

Caledonia ;  iron  ore  from  Arctic  Norway  and  tropic  Cuba ;  jute 

from  Calcutta ;  wool  from  New  Zealand ;  sugar  from  Germany^ 

Cuba,  Java,  Brazil  and  Peru.     There  is  no  ocean,  no  zone,  no 

continent,  no  great  island  that  does  not  contribute  its  threads 

to  this  world  mesh  which  touches   hundreds  of  ports  and  is 

constantly  being  threaded  by  thousands  of  ships,  yet  each  of 

these  voyages  is  a  unit  and  usually  made  as  the  result  of  a 

particular  bargain  between  the  shipper  and  the  carrier.     Here 

competition  reigns. 

A  cargo  is  in  the  warehouse  and  a  ship  at  the  anchorage : 
what  shall  be  the  rate  if  the  ship  takes  the  cargo  ?  Both  parties 
are  after  profits.  If  there  is  a  cheaper  ship  in  sight,  the  shipper 
takes  it.  If  there  is  a  better  cargo  in  sight,  the  ship  takes  it. 
If  cargoes  are  plenty  and  ships  are  scarce,  the  rates  will  soar  to 
the  point  where  it  is  cheaper  to  let  the  goods  lie  rather  than 
move  them  at  the  increased  rate.  A  300  per  cent  rise  in  rates 
has  occurred  within  a  fortnight  although  plenty  of  ships  were 
\ymg  idle  in  the  next  ocean ;  but  they  happened  to  be  fifty  days 
away  and  the  goods  had  to  go  within  a  month.  In  this  case  for 
that  particular  traffic  the  idle  ships  did  not  exist,  although  the 
next  month  they  might  be  on  the  spot  and  rates  might  come 
down  again  to  their  former  level.     If  ships  are  plentiful  anH 
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cargo  scarce,  the  ships  bid  for  the  cargo  and  rates  go  down  and 
down.  If  profits  cannot  be  made,  the  manager  aims  to  cover 
expenses ;  if  not  whole  expenses,  then  small  loss  rather  than 
great  loss,  and  he  ties  his  ship  up  only  when  his  operating 
losses  exceed  the  loss  of  absolute  idleness  with  its  rapid  depre- 
ciation and  interest  and  other  costs.  The  charter  rate  is  a  mar- 
ginal rate.  If  there  are  ten  ships  and  five  cargoes,  the  cheapest 
ships  get  the  cargo.  If  there  are  ten  cargoes  and  five  ships, 
only  the  highest  paying  cargoes  can  be  moved.  Fluctuations 
are,  therefore,  sharp  and  there  seems  to  be  a  present  tendency 
for  rate  depressions  to  be  prolonged.  There  are  several  rea- 
sons for  this  prolongation.  One  is  the  appeal  that  the  shipping 
business  makes  to  the  gambling  instinct.  There  are  seasons  of 
great  profit ;  ships  at  times  pay  for  themselves  in  a  year.  There 
are  also  years  when  there  is  only  loss,  but  the  great  prizes  serve 
as  a  magnet  to  draw  too  many  people  into  the  business.  It  is 
easy  for  a  newcomer  to  get  into  the  shipping  business.  It 
requires  no  special  knowledge.  A  person  needs  only  some 
capital  and  the  accquaintance  of  brokers  who  will  buy  him  a 
ship  and  other  brokers  who  will  secure  her  cargo  on  commis- 
sion. 

It  is  a  custom  in  the  business,  especially  in  Great  Britian,  for 
an  enterprising  manager  to  form  a  stock  company  and  build  a 
few  ships  which  the  promoter  manages  on  a  salary  or  commis- 
sion. The  ship  builder  or  the  public  will  often  loan  money  on 
these  ships  so  that  the  company  has  a  divided  financial  respon- 
sibility in  stock  and  bonds  much  like  an  American  railway. 
The  greater  number  of  charter  boats  are  apparently  owned  out- 
right, but  when  depression  strikes  the  business  and  there  is  any 
tendency  toward  maintenance  of  rates  the  manager  of  a  mort- 
gaged fleet  is  goaded  to  desperation  by  the  knowledge  that  the 
holders  of  the  bonds  and  probably  of  the  stock  also  must  have 
some  satisfaction  or  his  ships  will  be  foreclosed  and  his  company 
and  his  business  wiped  out.  Thus  the  mortgaged  ship  is  a  rate 
depresser. 

Another  factor  tending  to  prolong  depression  is  the  cheapness 
of  new  ships.  When  the  demand  for  new  ships  falls  off,  the 
ship  builders  face  the  necessity  of  turning  off  their  men.     To 
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prevent  this  they  will  build  ships  at  a  very  low  figure  and  keep 
their  force  together  for  better  times.*  During  such  periods  of 
cheap  ship  building  the  manager  of  chartered  vessels  sees  a  good 
opportunity  to  provide  himself  with  some  thoroughly  modern 
ships  at  a  low  figure  and  be  ready  for  the  hoped-for  advance 
when  it  comes.  If  it  does  not  come  immediately,  his  new  ves- 
sels, possessing  all  the  latest  economies  and  low  capital  cost, 
can  be  operated  more  favorably  than  older,  less  efficient  and 
more  costly  vessels.  The  result  of  this  reasoning  and  of  the 
action  which  grows  out  of  it  is  that  the  amount  of  building  does 
not  readily  respond  to  depressions  in  rates,  and  these  depressions 
drag  on  to  great  length  because  ship  building  continues  in  spite 
of  them.  The  low  rates  which  resulted  from  a  number  of  causes 
in  the  spring  of  1901  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  had  any  re- 
lief till  the  autumn  of  1905.  Any  signs  of  higher  rates  brought 
out  idle  ships  from  their  moorings,  and  these  ships  promptly 
put  the  rates  down  to  the  dead  level  again. 

Why  do  not  the  owners  of  vessels  for  hire  agree  upon  rates 
and  maintain  them?  This  problem  is  akin  to  that  of  universal 
peace  among  nations  and  really  does  involve  the  harmony  of 
many  nationalities.  Will  the  Greek,  the  Turk,  the  Chinaman 
and  the  Hindoo  agree  with  the  men  of  Liverpool  and  London, 
New  York,  Hamburg,  Marseilles,  Genoa  and  Christiania,  and 
will  they  all  adhere  to  the  agreement  if  they  make  it?  What  if 
the  agreement  leaves  a  man's  ship  idle  while  the  other  98  per 
cent  of  the  tonnage  is  busy  with  profitable  voyages  at  the  agreed 
rate?  By  the  slightest  shade  of  undercutting  he  can  be  deluged 
with  cargoes.  Will  he  abide  by  loss  that  others  may  profit? 
Even  if  the  ship  owners  of  the  world  should  agree,  and  keep 
their  agreement,  there  are  a  thousand  other  men  now  in  their 
employ  who  know  the   business.     Capital  awaits  investment. 

'  These  changes  in  the  price  of  ships  and  in  the  prosperity  of  the  shipping  business 
•^nicldy  respond  to  the  state  of  the  carrying  trade.  In  1900  the  chairman  of  a  British 
ship-bailding  company  in  addressing  his  stockholders  said:  ''A  ship  which  four 
years  ago  could  be  built  for  70,000  pounds  today  would  cost  ioo,oco  pounds."  In 
August,  1900,  a  freight  steamer  11  years  old  brought  at  auction  30,000  pounds.  In 
NoTember  1901,  after  a  break  in  rates,  the  same  steamer  sold  for  less  than  18,000 
pounds.  SttUoyds*  Weekly  GiueUe^  Oct.  5,  1905,  p.  638,  and  Fairplay^  November 
21,  1901. 
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Ship  builders  will  build  new  ships  for  any  responsible  party  in 
a  few  months.  Ships  are  always  being  sold  so  that  you  and  I 
may  buy  some  today,  place  them  in  the  hands  of  a  broker  or 
agent  whose  business  it  is  to  find  cargoes  and  manage  ships, 
and  behold  there  is  competition  again  upon  the  sea.  And  the 
biting  and  absolutely  controlling  force  of  this  competition  lies 
in  this :  If  98  per  cent  of  the  shipping  should  be  operated 
under  a  maintained  rate  agreement  that  gave  good  profits  and 
there  arose  any  dearth  of  cargo,  the  two  per  cent  of  indepen- 
dent ships  with  a  rate  a  shade  below  the  agreement  rate  would 
be  desperately  busy  and  profitably  employed.  All  the  idleness 
would  be  with  the  agreeing  ships,  the  new  building  would  be 
with  the  outsiders,  the  increase  of  idleness  would  be  with  the 
agreeing  ships  until  their  union  perforce  broke  down  because 
of  the  large  number  of  idle  ships  in  the  union  and  the  pros- 
perity outside  of  it. 

The  line  separating  profit  and  loss  seems  to  set  the  limit  to 
which  charter  rates  can  possibly  be  raised  by  agreements  among 
carriers.  Above  that  point  there  is  no  need  of  agreements, 
since,  if  cargo  is  more  abundant  than  ships,  rates  are  high  from 
natural  causes  and,  if  there  is  an  excess  of  tonnage,  the  rate 
cannot  be  upheld  for  the  reasons  previously  stated.  This  state- 
ment is  borne  out  by  the  history  of  attempts  at  rate  control  and 
by  the  united  opinion  of  ship  owners  themselves. 

The  lack  of  successful  rate  control  by  the  owners  of  charter 
vessels  cannot  be  charged  to  lack  of  experience  in  cooperation. 
There  is  a  large  number  of  shipowners*  associations  in  all  large 
ship-owning  countries  and  especially  in  England,  where  the  bulk 
of  this  class  of  shipping  is  owned.*  These  associations  exist 
for  nearly  all  the  purposes  that  can  be  attained  by  cooperative 
action.  The  annual  report  of  one  of  the  Liverpool  associations 
for  1905  describes  efforts  to  effect  favorable  legislation  in  Lon- 
don ;  to  change  local  harbor  regulations ;  to  pursuade  the  govern- 
ment to  take  action  on  the  policy  of  various  foreign  governments 
toward  British  shipping ;  to  change  charter  party  forms  (form 
of  chartering  agreement)  ;  to  change  coal  trimming  charges  at 

'  In  London  alone  there  are  at  least  nine  such  organizations. 
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Cardiff ;  to  reduce  Suez  Canal  tolls,  etc.  One  strong  and  grow- 
ing association  exists  only  to  fight  organized  labor  and  many 
associations  are  concerned  chiefly  with  the  ever  present  insurance 
question.  They  are  often  perfectly  willing  to  spend  ;f  5,000  in 
combating  a  case  involving  ;f  100  and  a  precedent.  One  of 
these  bodies — the  North  of  England  Protecting  and  Indemmity 
Association — reported  that  on  December  31,  1905,  there  were 
enrolled  in  the  association  2,470  steamers  with  a  tonnage  equal 
to  about  half  of  the  total  under  the  British  flag.  For  some 
purposes  at  least  the  ship  owners  know  how  to  cooperate. 

The  recent  prolonged  depression  in  freight  rates  which  began 
in  the  spring  of  1901  has  produced  two  serious  attempts  at 
charter  rate  control  of  an  international  character,  and  their  re- 
sults help  to  show  the  limitations  upon  such  efforts  and  their 
essential  futility  as  producers  of  profitable  rates.  The  condition 
of  the  shipping  business  in  this  period  was  such  as  to  drive  men 
into  agreements,  if  any  economic  force  could  produce  that  re- 
sult. The  shipping  journals  were  full  of  letters,  articles  and 
editorials  proclaiming  the  unprofitable  conditions  of  the  trade. 
The  president  of  the  Clyde  Steamship  Owners*  Association  de- 
clared in  his  annual  address,  January  20,  1903,  that  it  was  hardly 
possible  to  sketch  out  a  round  voyage  on  which  a  freighter 
could  pay  expenses.  A  British  shipowner  of  much  experience 
stated  in  March,  1905,  that  "on  the  average,  British  sailing 
ships  of  over  3000  tons  (dead  weight)  have  lost  about  ;f  1000 
each  per  annum  during  the  last  three  years  and  that  smaller  ves- 
sels have  fared  almost  as  badly."  On  December  29,  1904, 
Fairplay  summarized  the  report  of  forty-nine  tramp  vessel  own- 
ing companies  for  the  year  then  ending.  They  had  393  vessels 
of  1,184,358  gross  tons,  capital  ;f  10,253,752  and  debt  ;f3,i57,- 
128.  Assuming  5  per  cent  interest  on  the  indebtedness  and  the 
customary  5  per  cent  for  depreciation,  they  would  have  required 
;^i  40,040  more  than  their  total  earnings  to  avoid  a  loss  even  if 
no  allowance  be  made  for  income  tax  and  management  ex- 
penses. A  month  previous  to  the  publication  of  the  digest  of 
these  reports,  the  same  journal  had  declared  editorially  that, 
"  taken  upon  the  whole,  tramp  tonnage  is  being  run  at  a  disas- 
trous loss."     At  the  end  of  1903  a  similar  analysis  of  thirty-six 
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companies  showed  results  like  those  cited  above,  and  six  of  the 
thirty-six  had  actual  cash  loss  for  the  year  on  operating  ex- 
penses, to  say  nothing  of  expenses  of  management,  interest  on 
bonds,  depreciation  or  dividends. 

In  such  times  as  these  anything  tending  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  rates  was  eagerly  snapped  at.  The  French  bounty-fed 
sailing  ships,  receiving  a  government  bounty  that  paid  almost 
enough  to  run  them,  were  in  a  position  to  make  competition 
exceptionally  ruinous  for  British  and  German  ships  of  the  same 
class.  There  was  an  international  conference  of  these  sailing 
vessel  owners  in  Paris  in  December,  1903.  It  drew  up  a  con- 
stitution for  the  '*  Sailing-ship  Owners'  International  Union ", 
which  was  to  become  operative  when  subscribed  to  by  the  own- 
ers of  75  per  cent  of  the  shipping  involved.  The  organiza- 
tion, with  headquarters  in  London,  was  formally  launched  in 
June,  1904,  when  the  first  rate  committee  announced  the  sche- 
dule of  minimum  rates  for  the  guidance  of  its  membership.  The 
circular  sent  to  the  members  in  June,  1905,  states  that 

The  Sailing-ship  Owners'  International  Union  ...  has  to  do  only  with 
vessels  of  1000  tons  net  register  and  upwards,  and  the  control  of  the 
union  is  in  the  hands  of  an  international  committee,  the  members  of 
which  are  appointed  annually  by  the  various  nationalities  in  agreed-on 
proportions. 

Although  it  is  obvious  that  much  good  work  might  be  done  in  many 
directions  by  such  an  international  association,  th6  only  object  of  the 
union  for  the  present  is  the  binding  together  of  sailing-ship  owners  not 
to  accept  less  than  certain  agreed-on  rates  of  freight  for  the  principal 
homeward  voyages  in  which  sailing-ships  engage,  and  members  of  the 
union  are  bound  under  a  penalty  not  to  charter  their  vessels  at  a  lower 
rate  than  the  minimum  prescribed  by  the  committee  of  the  union  for 
any  particular  voyage. 

The  intention  of  the  union  is  not  to  push  up  freights  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  oppress  shippers  or  check  business,  but  to  prevent  the  ruinous 
competition  which  has  come  into  the  business  and  reduced  freights  to 
such  a  point  that  they  could  not  possibly  pay  expenses,  and  in  many 
cases  were  leaving  heavy  losses  to  owners. 

The  union  was  originally  started  on  the  basis  of  not  less  than  75  per 
cent  of  the  British,  French  and  German  tonnage  interest  being  in- 
cluded, but  for  1905  the  percentage  has  risen  to  87  per  cent. 
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By  November,  1905,  the  seventh  freight  circular  had  been  is- 
sued, but  most  of  the  rates  had  remained  unchanged,  except  to 
permit  a  small  reduction  to  cargoes  of  over  2500  tons.  The 
organization  is  still  in  healthy  existence.  Its  limitations  become 
apparent  when  it  is  noted  that  it  applies  only  to  the  longest 
voyages,  namely,  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  and  South  America, 
Australia  and  New  Caledonia  to  Europe,  and  that  it  covers  only 
the  return  voyage,  leaving  absolute  freedom  for  the  outgoing 
voyage  and  for  all  other  trades. 

A  shipowner  who  had  been  influential  in  promoting  the  Union 
said  of  it  in  a  letter  in  December,  1905  : 

This  Sailing-ship  Union  would  never  have  come  into  existence  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  French  sailing-ship  bounties  and  the  absurd  manner 
in  which  these  bounties  are  paid.  If  the  French  ships  had  been  com- 
peting on  level  terms,  there  would  have  been  no  need  of  any  union. 
So  far  as  I  know  there  has  been  no  attempt  on  similar  lines  to  control 
sailing  vessel  rates  in  the  past,  and  I  know  of  no  combination  among 
shipowners  which  has  held  together  as  this  one  has  done.  The  mini- 
mum rates  adopted  are  intended  to  prevent  loss  rather  than  make  gain. 
In  most  cases  they  are  lower  than  cost,  taking  into  account  the  outward 
rates  that  have  been  ruling,  and  which,  of  course,  come  into  the  calcu- 
lation for  the  round  voyage.  The  idea  of  the  union,  however,  has 
been,  if  possible,  to  steady  the  freights,  interfering  as  little  as  possible 
with  the  ordinary  course  of  business  and  the  natural  fluctuations  of  the 
market  At  the  present  time,  unfortunately,  the  only  place  from  which 
an3rthing  in  excess  of  the  minimum  rate  is  obtainable  is  from  Australia, 
the  conditions  of  the  markets  on  the  Pacific  coast  both  of  North  and 
South  America  being  such  that  the  minimum  rate  is  barely  obtainable. 
The  minimum  rate  applies  to  vessels  of  2500  tons,  and  for  every  in- 
crease on  this  size  a  slight  reduction  is  allowable ,  as  it  was  found  that 
the  larger  ships  could  not  get  employment  as  long  as  the  smaller  vessels 
were  available  on  exactly  the  same  terms. 

As  for  as  the  members  of  the  union  are  concerned,  the  minimum 
rates  have  been  maintained  wherever  they  have  been  fixed,  say  west 
coast  North  and  South  America  and  Australia.  Unfortunately,  owing 
to  the  want  of  cargo  on  the  west  coast  of  North  America,  and  the  ac- 
cumulation of  tonnage  in  South  America,  various  union  ships  have  been 
unable  to  get  the  minimum  rate  and  have  required  to  move  in  ballast 
to  some  other  part  of  the  world  where  prospects  were  better.  The 
small  percentage  of  ships  still  outside  the  union,  moreover,  has  at 
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various  times  caused  tix>uble  bjr  cutting  in  just  under  the  union  rate. 
The  prospects  are,  however,  that  for  next  year  fewer  ships  will  be  out- 
side the  union. 

An  owner  with  a  fleet  of  vessels  in  the  union  states  its  advan- 
tages thus :  "  I  think  you  might  put  it  that  they  provide  for  a 
small  loss  rather  than  a  great  loss.  This  has  undoubtedly  been 
for  the  advantage  of  sailing-ship  owners  ".  The  advantages  of 
being  among  the  few  outside  the  union  are  shown  by  recent 
freight  quotations.  The  San  Francisco  Chronicle^  January  28, 
1906,  states  that  "  apparently  anything  willing  to  take  less  than 
combination  rates  is  promptly  picked  up".  On  February  18, 
the  same  journal  stated :  "  Freights  continue  lifeless  to  the 
United  Kingdom  as  well  from  the  north  as  from  here.  Char- 
terers are  not  willing  to  pay  combination  rates,  and  it  makes  a 
deadlock  for  the  present".  That  deadlock  means  ships  lying 
idle  in  the  harbor,  eating  up  the  owners'  bank  account.  If  that 
were  being  tried  when  a  two  per  cent  cut  on  a  profitable  rate  would 
give  employment,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  union  would  long  sur- 
vive. 

The  small  scope  and  importance  of  this  uhion  as  a  force  in 
the  control  of  world  rates  appears  from  considering  that  it  is 
limited  ( I )  to  minimum  rates  which  are  on  a  basis  that  affords 
no  profit  i^e.g,  wheat  22  s.  6  d.  from  San  Francisco  to  Liver- 
pool) ;  (2)  to  certain  long  voyages;  (3)  to  returning  voyage 
only;  (4)  to  vessels  of  certain  size  only;  (s)  to  sailing  vessels 
only,  when  sailing  vessels  all  told  are  not  now  doing  over  eight 
per  cent  of  the  work  of  ocean  transportation. 

The  same  conditions  of  depression  that  drove  the  sailing  ves- 
sel owners  to  Paris  brought  about  a  somewhat  similar  conference 
of  steamship  owners  in  Copenhagen  in  February,  1905.  The 
success  of  the  sailing  vessel  owners  was  one  of  the  reasons  that 
led  to  the  assembling  of  those  interested  in  the  commerce  of 
the  Baltic  and  White  Seas.  This  narrow  geographic  unit  has 
corresponding  to  it  what  might  almost  be  called  a  commodity 
unity  also.  The  trade  is  predominantly  in  wood  and  lumber. 
The  great  world  markets  for  oversea  lumber  are  the  United 
Kingdom,  Germany,  Holland,  Belgium  and  France.  This  im- 
port trade  amounts  to  more  than  15,000,000  tons,  and  less  than 
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a  fifth  of  it  comes  from  across  the  Atlantic.  The  remainder,  or 
more  than  12,000,000  tons,  is  shipped  from  Norway,  Sweden 
and  Russia.  This  is  one  of  the  greatest  items  in  the  world's 
trade.' 

This  traffic,  while  international,  is  little  greater  in  geographic 
extent  than  is  the  traffic  of  the  American  Great  Lakes.  Some 
of  the  leading  shipowners  dissatisfied  with  unprofitable  timber 
carrying,  conferred  for  three  days  at  Copenhagen  in  February, 
1905,  and  fixed  a  minimum  scale  of  rates  for  the  various  ports, 
and  then  went  back  to  their  various  countries  to  work  up  support 
for  the  scheme  so  that  it  might  be  put  in  force  at  another  con- 
ference in  June.  In  this  they  were  successful,  but  only  as  re- 
gards the  outgoing  rate  on  lumber.  The  total  tonnage  affected 
by  this  agreement  is  only  about  1,612,000  divided  among  1,048 
steamships.  Although  this  Baltic  and  White  Sea  agreement  is 
purely  local  in  character  it  is  the  most  comprehensive  among 
charter  steamship  owners  that  has  as  yet  been  seriously  con- 
sidered. 

II.  Line  traffic  and  the  transatlantic  situation, — Line  traffic 
upon  the  sea  presents  several  distinct  contrasts  with  the  charter 
traffic  in  the  matter  of  rates  and  the  ease  and  extent  of  compe- 
tition which  I  have  been  considering.  One  of  these  differences 
arises  because  of  the  size  of  the  unit  of  competition.  In  charter 
traffic  the  unit  is  merely  a  ship,  while  in  the  line  it  is  a  number 
of  ships— enough  to  give  a  rival  service.  This  may  include  a 
considerable  number  of  large  and  expensive  ships  and  an  organ- 
ization of  agents  on  the  land  to  manage  and  solicit  traffic.  This 
fact  of  the  size  of  the  unit  is  a  deterring  influence  in  competition 
merely  because  it  is  easier  to  do  a  small  thing  than  a  larger  one 
of  the  same  kind.  Other  conditions  of  free  competition  remain 
the  same.  The  same  freedom  of  the  sea  and  of  port  fatilities 
exists,  and  for  all  line  traffic  the  fundamental  rate-goyerning 
force  is  competition  in  the  form  of  charter  rates.  If  the  line 
rate  rises,  tramps  flock  in  and  even  it  up.  This  was  clearly 
stated  by  Sir  Thomas  Sutherland  at  the  sixty-third  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steamship 

'  American  wheat  exports  amount  to  from  four  to  seven  million  tons  per  year  and 
sugar  (about  3,000,000  tons)  is  our  heaviest  import. 
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Company,  in  December,  1903.  In  commenting  on  the  low 
rates  received  that  year  by  the  line  steamers  of  his  great  com- 
pany he  said : 

But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  the  world's  tonnage  at  large,  the  cargo- 
carrying  tonnage  of  the  world  at  large,  which  dictates,  or  rather  deteir 
mines  the  current  rates  of  freight  both  by  cargo  steamers  and  by  mail 
steamers,  and  we  are  simply  dragged  into  the  wake  of  that  great  move- 
ment, as,  I  suppose,  the  great  American  combine '  has  already  discov- 
ered by  this  time. 

This  statement  of  the  influence  of  the  charter  vessels  upon 
the  rate  for  line  ships  is  very  easily  understood  by  noting  the 
ease  with  whch  a  considerable  share  of  line  traffic  may  be  di- 
verted to  charter  vessels  or  charter  traffic  to  line  vessels  if  the 
gap  between  the  rates  of  the  two  services  becomes  too  great  in 
one  case  or  too  small  in  the  other.  Within  certain  limits  the 
two  must  rise  and  fall  together. 

A  second  difference  is  that  line  competition  has  an  element 
of  vindictiveness,  retaliation  or  penalization  unknown  in  tramp 
competition.  The  tramp  can  cut  under  the  current  rates,  get 
her  cargo  and  go.  She  has  freedom  from  the  direct  rate  effects 
of  her  action  and  there  is  no  retaliation  possible.  If  one  line 
goes  under  the  existing  rate,  it  is  probable  that  the  others  must 
do  it  also  to  get  their  share  of  the  traffic.  Then  no  one  is  any 
better  off  than  before ;  all  are  worse  off  from  the  reduced  in- 
come and  are  ready  to  punish  the  party  responsible  for  the  loss* 
Consequently  the  rate-cut  among  lines  often  leads  to  a  rate  war 
during  the  continuance  of  which  both  parties  lose  heavily. 
There  is  accordingly  often  a  common  rate  without  any  formal 
agreement.  No  one  wants  to  cut  the  rate  and  run  the  risk  of  a 
rate  war.  The  normal  situation  thus  resembles  more  closely  an 
armed  truce  than  any  other  relationship. 

A  third  difference  between  the  competition  of  the  two  types 
of  service  arises  from  the  irresponsibility  of  the  tramp  manager 
with  regard  to  demoralizing  the  market.  As  each  bargain  is  a 
law  unto  itself,  the  manager  may  demoralize  the  market  by  his 

^  A  reference  to  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  International  Mercantile  Marine 
Company,  which,  despite  its  great  size,  bad  had  little  or  no  beneficial  effect  on  rates. 
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rate  making  and  sail  his  ship  away  into  the  great  world,  and  her 
next  contract  may  be  made  three  months  later  in  the  antipodes. 
It  will  be  under  other  conditions,  probably  little  if  at  all  affected 
by  her  present  rates.  It  is  otherwise  with  the  liner.  She  is 
practically  fixed  to  a  certain  route,  she  ordinarily  sails  from  a 
certain  port  to  a  certain  other  port  or  series  of  ports  and  comes 
back  again  to  repeat  the  same  voyage.  The  line  vessel  that  cuts 
rates  must  suffer  the  consequences  because  the  line  continues  to 
do  business  in  that  port  and  must  deal  with  the  demoralized 
rates.  The  line  has  customers  whose  interests  must  be  pro- 
tected. Shippers  of  course  prefer  the  regularity  of  the  line; 
and  the  natural  law  which  makes  the  tramp  irresponsible  and 
the  liner  responsible  forces  a  certain  amount  of  parallel  if  not 
united  action  among  the  managers  of  lines. 

The  common  knowledge  among  a  community  of  shippers 
drives  to  common  action.  It  is  necessary  and  inevitable  that 
all  ocean  lines  competing  in  the  same  port  know  what  the  others 
are  doing.  It  is  necessary  because  if  they  did  not  know  of  the 
actions  of  rivals,  one  carrier,  by  cutting  the  rate  the  smallest 
shade,  would  get  the  lion's  share  of  the  business.  It  is  inevit- 
able that  they  know  because  of  the  constant  search  of  the  ship- 
pers and  their  brokers  for  cheap  rates  and  their  dilligent  efforts 
to  get  contracts  at  the  lowest  possible  rates. 

Starting  with  this  fact  of  common  knowledge  and  parallel  ac- 
tion among  obstinate  rivals  there  is  great  variety  in  the  stages  of 
mutual  action  among  steamship  lines,  ranging  from  rate  agree- 
ments and  division  of  territory  to  freight  and  profit  pools. 
Theoretically  it  is  easy  to  control  the  rates  or  traffic  conditions 
among  ocean  lines.  All  that  is  needed  is  that  the  ocean  lines 
that  might  compete  shall  agree  on  conditions  and  maintain 
them.  In  some  trades  this  is  practiced  in  all  its  simplicity,  but 
the  larger  the  trade,  the  greater  the  difficulty,  a  difficulty 
amounting  in  the  case  of  the  transatlantic  trade  to  practical  im- 
possibility so  far  as  rates  are  concerned. 

There  is  probably  less  organization  and  less  rate  control 
among  the  carriers  in  the  transatlantic  trade  than  in  any  other  in 
the  world.  At  least  four  reasons  appear  as  partial  explanations 
of  this  condition :   (i)  the  size  of  the  trade;   (2)  the  effect  of 
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grain  and  raw  materials;  (3)  the  many  nationalities  involved 
and  the  consequent  difficulty  of  their  cooperation ;  (4)  inland 
freight  differentials  by  railroads.  I  shall  consider  these  in 
order. 

The  stupendous  size  of  the  trade  from  America  to  Europe 
puts  it  almost  or  quite  beyond  the  limits  of  what  the  human 
mind  can  grasp,  control  and  weld  into  an  agreeing  whole.  In 
1902  when  the  International  Mercantile  Marine  Co.  was  form- 
ing it  was  stated  that  this  trade  was  giving  employment  to 
about  three  million  tons  of  shipping.  The  Morgan  interests 
succeeded  at  great  and  probably  ruinous  financial  sacrifice  in 
getting  possession  of  but  one-third  of  this,  and  with  it  they  have 
steadily  met  losses  that  threaten  to  engulf  them.  The  remain- 
ing two  million  or  more  tons  of  shipping  working  here  are  pos- 
sessed by  many  owners  having  little  common  interest. 

For  this  trade  the  United  States  and  Canada  are  one. 
American  goods  go  down  the  St.  Lawerence  and  Canadian 
goods  go  out  by  United  States  Middle  Atlantic  ports.  The 
peculiar  geographic  form  and  transportation  conditions  of  the 
center  of  North  America  make  easy  the  access  from  the  central 
region  to  the  sea  at  any  point  between  Montreal  and  New  Or- 
leans and  Galveston.  If  Montreal  rates  do  not  suit,  the  shipper 
in  the  central  basin  will  turn  to  Boston  or  New  York  or  Phila- 
delphia, or  Baltimore  or  Newport  News  or  New  Orleans.  The 
transatlantic  traffic  is,  at  its  American  end,  one  traffic  despite 
the  variety  of  the  geographic  factors  involved  in  the  trade  of  all 
America  with  all  Europe,  and  a  rate  agreement  to  be  successful 
must  cover  the  whole.  Possibilities  of  effective  combinations 
are  very  different  in  a  trade  like  that  from  the  same  coasts 
to  Australia,  which  requires  four  or  five  steamers  per  month 
all  from  one  port  instead  of  fifteen  or  twenty  per  day  from  a 
long  row  of  rival  ports.  The  lack  of  any  corresponding  geo- 
graphic or  commercial  unity  in  Europe  causes  the  carrying 
trade  with  America  to  fall  at  its  eastern  end  into  three  main 
divisions:  (i)  the  United  Kingdom,  (2)  the  continent,  (3) 
the  Mediterranean.  The  trade  of  each  of  these  divisions  with 
America  makes  the  usual  unit  in  rate  problems  and  plans  al- 
though they  sometimes  apply  to  the  smaller  unit  of  the  carriers 
to  a  certain  European  port. 
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The  second  factor  of  confusion  in  transatlantic  rates  is  grain, 
the  great  staple  commodity  in  the  transatlantic  cargo.  To 
begin  with,  this  is  essentially  charter  vessel  cargo  and  the  liner 
that  gets  it  must  bid  down  for  it ;  hence  the  rate  is  prevailingly 
lower  on  line  than  on  charter  vessels.  The  line  vessels  make 
this  sacrifice  of  space  because  grain  serves  as  good  ballast.  A 
certain  amount  of  it  brings  the  ship  down  to  her  intended 
draught  and  causes  her  to  sail  better.  In  connection  with 
higher  class  freight  the  difference  is  that  between  profit  and 
loss.  Grain,  therefore,  brings  the  line  vessel  in  direct  competi- 
tion with  the  tramp.  If  grain  is  abundant  the  ships  can  usually 
fill  up  at  good  rates ;  but  if  it  is  scarce,  many  of  the  ships 
must  have  it  at  any  price.  There  are  cases  on  record  of  grain  be- 
ing carried  for  nothing.  With  such  an  imperative  demand  rate 
agreements  are  difficult  to  enforce.  The  frequent  fluctuations 
in  the  grain  supply  are  familiar  to  all.  The  shipping  on  the 
Atlantic  must  be  able  to  handle,  when  it  comes,  the  large  surplus 
above  America's  growing  requirements.  This  surplus  varies.  In 
1 904  the  grain  and  flour  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Europe 
amounted  to  about  four  and  a  half  million  tons.  The  preced- 
ing year  the  same  commodities  furnished  seven  and  one-half 
million  tons  of  freight.  Since  the  grain  trade  is  irregular  in  quan- 
tity, it  renders  the  transatlantic  trade  hard  to  organize  through 
rate  agreements.  The  fact  that  the  unit  of  shipment  is  large, 
usually  tens  of  thousands  of  bushels,  gives  the  smallest  fraction 
of  rate  difference  a  deciding  influence. 

In  a  trade  as  great  as  that  across  the  Atlantic  there  are  pos- 
sibilities of  numerous  small  agreements  which  have  limited 
scope  but  can  yet  do  something  to  steady  conditions  in  given 
grades  of  exports  and  benefit  shipper  and  carrier  alike.  It 
is  possible  for  two  lines  from  the  same  port  to  have  some 
kind  of  an  understanding,  and  it  is  possible  for  the  carriers 
to  any  one  European  port  to  get  together,  as  do  the  London 
and  Liverpool  carriers.  This  is  made  easy  and  almost  necessary 
by  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  freighting  arrangements  and  final 
bargains  for  the  New  York  lines  are  made  on  the  floor  of  the 
Produce  Exchange  by  freight  brokers  representing  the  shippers, 
and  the  agents  or  representatives  of  the  steamship  lines.     Not 
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only  are  New  York  freight  bargains,  and  therefore  rates,  made 
there,  but  nearly  every  steamship  line  sailing  from  America, 
whether  it  be  from  Montreal  or  Galveston,  is  represented. 
Most  of  the  important  American  railroads  also  have  representa- 
tives there  trying  to  get  seaboard  work  for  their  lines.  It  is 
therefore  physically  easy  for  the  representatives  of  any  group 
of  traders  to  get  together,  and  temporary  agreements  without 
number  have  been  made  and  constantly  are  made. 

The  carriers  are  always  seeking  agreement  rather  than  com- 
petition. Where  two  principals  of  competing  services  send 
their  representatives  on  "  change  "  in  the  daily  search  for  freight 
it  is  with  instructions  to  get  the  best  rates  that  can  be  obtained, 
to  work  together  to  that  common  end  and  not  rashly  to  disturb 
rates  for  the  sake  of  a  small  lot  of  visible  freight,  as  this  causes 
dissatisfaction  among  shippers  in  addition  to  reducing  income. 
Sane  business  demands  as  much. 

The  freight  market  is  governed  in  the  main  by  supply  and  de- 
mand, but  the  minor  adjustments  are  made  by  continuous  confer- 
ence. One  agent  on  the  floor  of  the  exchange  says  to  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  rival  line :  "  We  are  holding  for  8/  on  flour  for  next 
week's  sailing.  What  are  you  booking  for"?  **  7/6"  "Well  you 
are  making  a  mistake,  you  had  better  hold  for  8/."  "All  right,  we 
will,  if  we  can."  A  day  later  the  second  party  may  announce  to 
the  first  that  he  is  not  getting  any  flour  at  8/  and  may  declare  his 
intention  to  quote  a  7/6  rate.  The  first  may  or  may  not  adopt  the 
same  rate,  but  for  one  day  at  least  there  has  been  an  attempt 
at  an  understanding.  Not  a  stroke  of  writing  is  involved,  no  con- 
tract, no  penalties,  no  time  limit,  and  there  is  perfect  freedom 
of  secession.  The  traders  to  any  city  or  country  may  get  together 
daily  or  weekly  and  make  agreements  to  last  till  the  next 
meeting.  Sometimes  the  agreements  are  more  formal  and 
may  last  for  a  considerable  period,  but  their  existence  at  best  is 
precarious.  For  example,  about  1880  there  was  a  Liverpool 
agreement  (minimum)  on  grain  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 
Port  by  port  it  was  broken  at  all  the  "  out  ports  "  but  still  stood 
at  New  York  until  at  last  a  firm  of  brokers  bought  a  steamer 
badly  in  need  of  repairs  which  were  to  be  made  in  England. 
She  could  get  no  freight  at  the  agreed  minimum  and  her  owners 
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cut  the  rate  a  farthing,  took  the  cargo  and  ended  the  agreement 
which  had  until  that  time  been  observed. 

It  is  more  than  accident  that  the  name  of  an  ocean  freight 
agreement  is  a  "  conference  "  as  the  "  South  African  Shipping 
Conference  "  or  the  *'  Transatlantic  Shipping  Conference."  The 
name  is  indicative  of  the  method  of  formation  and  often  of  the 
actual  result.  There  has  been  a  **  Transatlantic  Shipping  Con- 
ference "  since  1868.  As  the  date  indicates  it  was  the  out- 
growth of  the  disturbances  of  the  American  Civil  war  and  of  the 
final  triumph  of  the  steam  lines  over  the  sailing  lines  in  this 
trade.  This  conference  has  attempted  little  in  the  direction  of 
the  formation  and  regulation  of  rates.  It  has  busied  itself  with 
numerous  other  matters  of  importance  to  all  Atlantic  carriers. 
For  example,  it  has  worked  for  changes  in  the  printed  form 
of  bills  of  lading  for  the  benefit  of  the  carrier ;  it  has  secured  a 
practically  uniform  bill  of  lading ;  it  negotiated  with  the  Na- 
tional Lumbermen's  Association  for  certain  improvements  in 
the  method  of  receiving  and  inspecting  lumber  for  export ;  it 
acts  in  behalf  of  all  in  regard  to  legislation  on  quarantines, 
channels,  etc.  In  1902  this  conference,  with  operating  head- 
quarters in  New  York  was  made  the  mechanism  for  the  carry- 
ing out  of  a  minimum  freight  agreement  to  the  United  King- 
dom which  was  made  in  Liverpool  and  planned  for  the  relief  of 
all  interests.  The  transatlantic  carriers  were  suffering  from  a 
rate  depression  which  in  twelve  months  had  cut  their  earnings 
from  exceptional  prosperity  to  hopeless  loss.  At  one  time  this 
agreement  included  forty-six  lines  and  services. 

The  rate  agreement  involves  of  necessity  a  rate  classification 
— a  task  beset  with  difficulties.  One  commodity  may  be  inci- 
dental to  one  line  and  fundamental  to  another.  For  good 
loading  and  best  income  a  ship  must  have  a  mixture  of  heavy 
and  light  goods.  A  ship  full  of  wooden  ware  or  furniture  would 
ride  high  in  the  water  with  unused  buoyancy.  She  would  even 
be  in  grave  danger  of  overturning.  A  shipload  of  steel  rails 
would  leave  three-fourths  of  the  hold  space  absolutely  empty. 
By  combining  these  two  classes  of  freight  a  ship  can  carry  at 
one  time  three-fourths  of  a  full  cargo  of  rails  and  three-fourths 
of  a  full  cargo  of  light  goods,  and  at  the  same  time  be  in  th-^ 
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best  possible  shape  for  safe  navigation.  This  advantage  of  mixed 
cargo  gives  the  loading  agent  a  perennial  but  ever-changing- 
problem.  He  is  seeking  some  particular  kind  of  freight  to 
complete  a  ship's  cargo ;  having  already  made  good  contracts 
for  light  goods,  he  wants  a  thousand  tons  of  heavy  cargo  to  make 
the  ship  ride  well.  He  must  have  it,  and  it  may  be  that  the 
contracts  already  made  provide  almost  enough  income  for  the 
voyage.  He  would  willingly,  therefore,  cut  the  rate  to  get 
heavy  cargo.  But  there  stands  the  agreement,  and  the  heavy 
goods  can  only  be  had  at  forbidden  rates.  The  attempt  to  lay 
down  a  classification  for  the  numerous  lines  and  services  results 
every  day  in  some  firm  having  a  strong  desire  to  break  the 
rate  on  some  commodity,  and  in  the  course  of  time  every 
shipper  desires  at  some  time  to  break  almost  every  rate. 

Shipowners  are  not  prone  to  make  public  the  details  of  their 
little  known  business  and  it  is  fortunate  for  the  writer's  purpose 
that  the  Atlantic  Shipping  Conference  got  dragged  into  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  hearings  on  differential  rates 
to  the  various  Atiantic  ports.  The  detailed  history  of  this 
agreement  as  narrated  in  testimony  before  the  Commission ' 
reads  like  a  description  of  an  attempt  at  making  ropes  of  sand. 
The  original  agreement,  made  in  Liverpool,  January,  1902,  was 
signed  by  nearly  all  lines  plying  between  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
and  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  testimony  showed  that  lines 
not  signers  were,  at  the  beginning  at  least,  observing  the  same 
rates.  The  agreement  showed  its  inherent  weakness  by  provid- 
ing that 

Any  of  the  signers  may  withdraw  from  same  at  the  expiration  of 
fourteen  days  after  the  receipt  by  others  of  his  or  their  desire  to  do  so> 
and  the  withdrawal  of  one  shall  ipso  facto  release  the  others  from  their 
obligations  under  this  agreement  unless  they  may  otherwise  deteimine. 

The  inherently  competitive  nature  of  their  business  drove  the 
companies  to  this  device  of  unanimous  consent  to  any  action,, 
and  unanimous  consent,  as  may  easily  be  seen,  reduced  the 
sphere  of  action  to  small  proportions,  but  without  it  no  agree- 

*  Differential  Freight  Rale  Case  746,  N.  Y.  vol.  i,  May  x8~20,  1904,  pp.  303-502.. 
See  also  N.  V.  vol.  ii,  June  20  and  21,  pp.  1002-X042. 
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ment  was  possible.  The  life  of  the  agreement  was  one  rapid 
series  of  adjustments  and  readjustments,  concessions  and  com- 
promises,  made  necessary  to  heal  the  dissatisfaction  of  some 
line  which  had  served  notice  of  its  intention  to  withdraw. 
Finally,  after  an  existence  of  two  years  and  four  days,  a  break 
in  rates  brought  about  such  a  condition  that  the  final  meeting 
of  the  conference  found  that  there  was  no  proposition  upon 
which  they  could  unite,  although  several  of  the  many  attempts 
were  negatived  by  the  votes  of  but  one  or  two  lines.  The 
agreement  was  thereby  ended,  but  the  carriers  to  London  met 
again  the  same  day  and  continued  the  agreement  so  far  as  the 
American  trade  to  that  port  was  concerned. 

During  the  life  of  the  general  agreejnent  the  committee  of 
management  had  frequent  meetings  in  New  York  and  some 
changes  were  affected  by  correspondence  through  the  secretary's 
office.  Rates  were  promulgated  for  trial  during  two  or  three 
weeks,  and  the  life  of  the  agreement  was  continued  from  meet- 
ing to  meeting.  These  extensions  never  covered  so  much  as 
one  month,  and  one  week  was  the  more  common  period  of  their 
duration.  The  rates  were  fixed  with  differentials  to  make  living 
conditions  for  all  ports.  This  included  the  right  to  adjust  out 
of  the  rate  any  marine  insurance  differences  between  the  port 
in  question  and  New  York  and  Boston.  From  time  to  time 
difficulties  arose  and  concessions  in  rates  would  be  granted^ 
permitting  the  carriers  from  a  certain  port  or  ports  to  cut  the 
rate  a  certain  amount  to  secure  a  prescribed  maximum  amount 
of  named  articles  of  freight  in  order  to  get  ballast,  after  which 
the  usual  rates  were  resumed.  The  converse  of  this  was  also 
practiced  when  certain  ports  refused  to  carry  certain  commodi- 
ties for  a  period  so  that  other  ports  might  get  their  share.  This 
refusal  to  carry  was  brought  about  by  the  mere  quotation  of  a 
rate  sufficiently  high  to  drive  the  freight  to  the  ports  agreed 
upon.  Witnesses  stoutly  maintained  that  there  was  no  percent- 
age division  of  traffic,  and  minutes  placed  in  evidence  showed 
that  the  following  motion  was  lost  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
conferees :  "  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  arrive  at  some 
equitable  way  of  dividing  the  results  of  the  traffic,  if  not  by  a 
physical  division,  then  by  pooling  the  earnings." 
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Special  agreements  to  change  temporarily  the  conditions  of 
shipment  from  certain  American  ports  were  duplicated  by  sim- 
ilar agreements  concerning  the  carrying  of  goods  to  certain  of 
the  European  ports.  The  agreement  covered  only  named 
articles;  the  list  was  occasionally  changed,  or  the  rates  on 
single  commodities  altered.  At  times  the  desire  to  compete 
would  be  gratified  by  withdrawing  the  agreement  on  a  certain 
article  or  articles  for  a  named  period,  and  when  the  London 
agreement  succeeded  the  general  agreement,  February  4,  1904, 
it  postponed  the  enforcement  of  its  rate  on  flour  until  May  i. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  rates  were  minimum  rates 
only.  Higher  rates  were  always  hoped  for,  and  in  at  least  one 
case  they  were  definitely  recommended  by  the  conferees.  The 
changing  nature  of  ocean  rates  and  the  method  of  their  making 
is  indicated  by  the  telegram  from  the  Allen  line  at  Montreal 
to  the  secretary  of  the  conference,  stating  that  "  We  are  ac- 
customed to  revise  our  rates  weekly  on  Fridays,  in  conference 
with  the  other  lines  [at  Montreal].  The  rate  on  sacks  [flour] 
to  Liverpool  will  be  discussed  tomorrow,  and  the  result  will  be 
communicated  to  you  by  telegraph." 

In  summary  it  may  be  said  that  the  minimum  freight  agree- 
ment did  control  rates  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  to  the  United 
Kingdom  for  two  years.  The  agreement  practically  covered 
only  articles  essentially  requisite  as  ballast  cargo.  The  owners 
intended  by  this  so-called  minimum  agreement  to  lay  down  the 
principle  that  they  would  rather  not  carry  than  go  below  the 
rates  they  named.  To  show  the  economy  of  transatlantic  ser- 
vice it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  the  minimum  on  flour  was 
8.44  cents  per  hundred  pounds,  and  on  provisions  (meats) 
$2.50  per  ton. 

Even  this  feeble  minimum  freight  agreement  was  rendered 
nugatory  by  the  American  railway  differentials  between  the 
interior  and  the  seaboard.  Montreal,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
Newport  News  and  Norfolk  had  since  the  early  eighties,  as  a 
result  of  railway  agreements,  a  lower  rate  on  heavy  articles  than 
New  York,  Boston  or  Portland.  The  ocean  freight  agreement 
had  this  differential  to  deal  with.  In  the  beginning  the  full 
differential  of  three  cents  per  hundred  on  flour  was  equalized 
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by  adjusting  ocean  rates,  thus  establishing  a  common  through 
rate  to  Europe  via  all  ports.  Later  the  inland  differential  was 
reduced  gradually  to  one-half,  but  in  the  end  it  was  on  this 
point  that  the  1902  agreement  was  wrecked.  The  end  was  due 
to  the  demand  of  a  Boston  line  for  full  equalization  in  through 
rates  by  ocean  adjustment.  This  was  declined  by  a  line  from 
Baltimore,  which  refused  to  submit  to  sea  differentials  that 
absolutely  wiped  out  the  advantage  of  the  land  differential. 

As  stated  above  the  disruption  of  the  general  agreement  in 
February,  1904,  was  not  the  end  of  the  practice  of  rate  agree- 
ments. It  was  the  end  of  the  service  of  the  Transatlantic  Ship- 
ping Conference  as  the  means  for  conducting  a  rate  agreement. 
The  general  federation  broke  up  into  practically  the  component 
parts  that  had  formed  it,  and  these  went  on  as  before.  The 
London  traders  met  immediately  and  continued  the  agreement 
so  far  as  it  affected  them  and  their  agreement  is  still  in  opera- 
tion. The  Glasgow  traders  and  various  other  traders  after  the 
general  break  gathered  themselves  together  as  before  and  made 
and  informally  maintained  their  agreements.  Forty-six  services, 
embracing  all  the  complications  of  the  trade  of  a  continent, 
were  too  many  to  be  harmonized  under  one  management — at 
least  at  the  first  attempt.* 

A  complicating  element  in  any  such  rate  agreement  as  that 
described  above  is  the  ownership  of  steamship  lines  by  railways. 
The  Canadian-Pacific  openly  owns  a  transatlantic  steamship 
company  and  other  transatlantic  lines  are  practically  in  the  same 
condition.  These  lines  are  particularly  hard  to  satisfy  in  any 
ocean  rate  agreement  because  the  motives  of  their  managers 
differ  from  those  dominating  the  purely  ocean  carriers.  The 
railway  steamship  line  is  merely  a  feeder  to  the  vastly  more  val- 
uable railroad.  The  combined  management  can  easily  afford  to 
lose  some  money  on  the  ships  to  get  more  freight  for  the  rail- 
road. Private  car  lines  and  their  mileage  rebates  and  other  in- 
direct cuts  in  through  rates  have  also  entered  in  as  factors  here. 

*■  Space  prohibits  any  detailed  narration  of  the  agreements  and  wars  in  the  trade  of 
the  United  States  with  the  continent  and  with  the  Mediterranean.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  scope  of  the  operations  of  the  Hamburg-America  Company  and  its 
monopoly  of  the  port  of  Hamburg  makes  it  a  conference  in  itself. 
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The  result  is  that  satisfactory  agreements  are  made  with  extreme 
difficulty  between  steamship  lines  that  are  bona  fide  investments 
and  those  that  are  mere  props  to  a  modem  American  railroad 
system. 

This  adjunct — an  ocean  carrier  with  different  and  additional 
motives  for  cutting  rates — has  moreover  easy  means  of  hiding 
its  policy.  For  practical  purposes  the  through  rate  from  the 
inland  point  to  Europe  may  be  easily  cut.  The  other  steam- 
ship lines  may  remonstrate,  and  be  informed  that  the  ocean  rate 
is  being  maintained.  This  may  be  literally  true;  but  since  the 
railway  and  the  steamship  line  are  financially  one,  a  cut  in  the 
railway  rate  has  the  same  effect  upon  competitors  as  a  reduction 
in  the  steamship  rate. 

The  formation  of  the  International  Mercantile  Marine  Com- 
pany was  intended  to  effect  savings  through  consolidation  and 
to  control  transatlantic  rates.  During  the  period  of  the  Boer 
war  ocean  rates  everywhere  were  prosperously  high  and  all 
carriers  made  unwonted  dividends  and  added  phenomenal  sums 
to  their  reserve  funds.  In  the  spring  of  1901  rates  went  down 
to  the  loss  point  and  with  large  ship-building  operations  still  in 
progress  there  was  no  relief  in  sight.  Early  in  1902  the  mini- 
mum rate  agreement  was  made,  but  it  was  never  counted  upon 
as  a  dividend  earner.  It  was  made  merely  to  prevent  rates 
from  sinking  below  the  cost  of  handling  in  and  out  of  the  ship» 
During  this  same  winter  and  spring  the  Morgan  combination 
was  in  process  of  negotiation  and  formation.  The  aim  was  to 
make  it  as  large  as  possible ;  large  enough  to  exercise,  with  the 
aid  of  its  German  allies,  a  controlling,  supporting  and  steadying 
influence  on  rates  for  both  passengers  and  freight.  There  was 
apparently  no  idea  of  excessive  monopoly  rates,  but  there  was 
confidence  of  easy  control  and  of  avoiding  rapid  fluctuations  and 
the  low  points  of  depression  that  had  at  recurring  intervals  been 
bringing  loss.  The  path  to  this  goal  was  beset  with  difficulties. 
In  the  first  place,  some  of  the  lines  that  were  bought  could  be 
secured  only  at  extravagant  prices,  and  the  capital  was  still 
further  increased  by  stock-watering  in  the  style  of  franchise- 
tenure  finance.  The  Cunard  line,  one  of  the  greatest  factors 
in  the  North  Atlantic  and  from  this  distance  apparently  an  es- 


No.  3]  OCEAN  FREIGHT  RA TES  259 

sential  to  the  success  of  the  venture,  could  not  be  bought  be- 
cause the  stock  was  in  strong  hands.  The  alarmed  British 
nation  came  to  the  rescue  with  new  mail  contracts  and  loans  at 
low  rates  for  new  and  faster  ships.*  The  two  great  subsidized 
German  lines,  with  the  personal  backing  of  the  emperor  and 
the  strong  financial  and  moral  support  of  the  rest  of  the  govern- 
ment, appear  to  have  been  impressed  by  the  promising  force  of 
the  new  undertaking.  They  made  an  offensive  and  defensive 
alliance  with  the  combine,  and  later  joined  with  them  in  the 
purchase  of  the  Holland-American  line,  leaving  the  French  line 
the  only  remaining  continental  interest  of  the  first  rank,  and 
with  it  they  have  apparently  since  concluded  a  firm  alliance. 

As  a  rate  controller  the  great  corporation  of  Mr.  Morgan  and 
Mr.  Griscom  has  been  a  failure.  Ocean  rates  showed  no  indi- 
cation of  new  influences  in  the  autumn  of  1902  when  the  new 
company  went  into  operation.  The  combine  and  its  allies  have 
had  to  deal  with  a  world  condition  of  depression  in  ocean  rates, 
and  they  have  had  the  lively  competition  of  the  Cunard  line, 
which  has  had  a  more  independent  attitude  than  any  of  the 
other  and  smaller  independent  lines.  It  is  an  old,  well  estab- 
lished, conservatively  financed  and  admirably  located  line, 
which  is  in  a  position  to  hit  back  with  equal  or  better  force  after 
every  move  the  Mercantile  Marine  or  their  associates  may  make 
in  competition  against  it.  The  fast  services  of  the  combine  are 
rivalled  at  Liverpool  by  that  of  the  Cunard,  and  the  continental 
emigrant  business  is  drawn  off  at  the  Adriatic  side  door.  The 
Cunards  could  not  be  absorbed  at  formation,  they  have  not 
been  coerced  by  competition  and  rate  wars,  and  the  conditions 
of  truce  under  which  the  rivals  have  at  times  been  acting  in  the 
intervals  do  not  seem  yet  to  have  reached  a  basis  for  long  dura- 
tion. In  addition  to  Atlantic  competition,  the  International 
Mercantile  Marine  Company,  which  is  essentially  a  carrier  from 
Atlantic  ports,  has  had  to  meet  the  vigorous  and  uncompromis- 
ing efforts  of  the  Illinois  Central  and  other  Gulf  railroads  in 

'  The  general  public  thought  this  was  a  great  aid  to  the  Cunards.  Some  of  the 
New  York  leaders  in  transatlantic  shipping  think  that  the  government  agreement  is  a 
handicap  to  the  Cunard  line  because  in  consequence  of  it  $13,000,000  are  tied  up  in 
two  ships. 
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building  up  Gulf  commerce  in  bulk  goods  at  the  expense  of  the 
Atlantic  ports. 

The  independent,  competitive  and  chaotic  condition  existing 
among  the  lines  connecting  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United 
States  is  in  very  marked  contrast  to  that  of  the  continental 
American  carriers.  There  are  but  two  German  transatlantic 
lines  of  importance — the  North  German  Lloyd  and  the  Ham- 
burg-American. They  represent  the  culmination  of  a  series  of 
consolidations  that  ended  competition  in  their  respective  ports. 
They  never  actually  wage  war  on  one  other,  and  where  their 
pockets  are  affected  they  are  astonishingly  agile  in  getting  the 
best  results  for  both,  yet  standing  together  to*  prevent  encroach- 
ment by  any  new  concern.  With  their  close  traffic  understand- 
ings and  pooling  arrangements,  with  their  alliances  with  the 
International  Mercantile  Marine  Company's  Red  Star  line 
and  the  French  line,  and  with  the  joint  control  of  the  Holland- 
American  line,  a  remarkable  front  is  presented  by  these  five 
dominant  companies  in  the  continental  freight  business. 

A  freight  classification  in  the  ocean-carrying  trade  is  a  sign 
of  great  stability.  The  shipowner  in  the  Liverpool-New  York 
trade  hardly  knows  what  freight  classifications  are.  His  life  is 
a  turmoil  and  a  scramble  for  freight.  He  cannot  make  a  classi- 
fication because  the  exigencies  of  his  competitive  business  would 
make  him  break  class  i  before  he  had  completed  class  vi,  so 
he  does  not  classify.  But  the  Germans  do.  The  North  Ger- 
man Lloyd  and  its  three  partners  just  mentioned  have  a  west- 
bound freight  classification  of  six  classes.  That  for  1906  was 
printed  and  distributed  in  New  York  in  November,  1905.  It 
divides  freight  into  six  classes  and  it  is  currently  reported  in 
shipping  circles  that  the  rates  are  maintained  as  announced. 

The  character  of  the  goods  has  a  profound  influence  on  rate 
making  and  classifying  as  is  shown  by  the  different  practices  of 
the  Germans  in  the  east  and  west-bound  trade.  They  can  main- 
tain a  rate  going  west  but  do  not  attempt  to  do  so  on  east-bound 
traffic.  The  difference  is  largely  due  to  the  character  of  the 
freight.  The  trade  to  the  west  is  largely  valuable  manufactures 
which  can  pay  high  rates.  It  is  in  these  goods  that  the  classi- 
fication holds.     The  six  classes  do  not  provide  for  all  articles. 
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Heavy  freight  is  almost  excluded  from  the  classification  and  re- 
served for  special  arrangements  which  are  estimated  to  cover  at 
least  25  per  cent  of  the  traffic  of  one  of  these  lines.  As  the 
east-bound  freight  is  nearly  all  heavy  freight,  it  is  all  reserved 
for  special  arrangements.  This  is  necessary  because  goods  of 
this  character  cannot  bear  high  freight  charges  and  would  go  to 
their  destination  by  transhipment  from  British,  Dutch,  Belgian 
or  French  ports  if  the  German  lines  were  not  free  to  meet  the 
current  rates.  The  freight  rates  on  west-bound  goods,  though 
high  per  ton,  are  really  low  in  percentage  of  value  of  the  goods. 
This  high  value  makes  it  unprofitable  for  much  of  this  class  of 
freight  to  lose  any  time  in  following  slower,  more  devious,  but 
cheaper  routes.  Hence  it  becomes  the  easy  prey  of  the  carriers 
with  agreements  and  classifications.  The  London  carriers  are 
unique  among  British-American  carriers  in  that  they  have  a 
freight  classification.  It  has  seven  classes  and  was  formed  in 
1 90 1  by  crystallizing  the  results  of  long  practice.  It  is  in- 
structive to  note  that  it  is  in  a  trade  controlled  by  few  and 
strong  hands,  and  it  covers  but  an  estimated  10  per  cent  of  the 
traffic — the  higher  class  manufactures.  Gn  the  other  90  per 
'  cent,  the  agreeing  London  carriers  feel  that  they  must  be  free 
to*  meet  the  market,  which  sets  the  rate  for  all  freight  moving 
in  great  quantities. 

Why  do  the  ocean  carriers  from  Germany  to  America  agree 
so  completely  while  those  from  Great  Britain  compete  so  con- 
stantly? There  are  at  least  three  reasons  that  may  be  cited  in 
partial  explanation.  The  first  is  the  much  smaller  size  of  Ger- 
man maritime  operations  and  the  smaller  shore-line  that  this 
commerce  serves.  In  Germany  there  are  but  two  ports  engaged  in 
Atlantic  foreign  trade,  and  agreement  is  geographically  simple. 
In  England  there  are  three  different  coasts  and  at  least  six  ports 
of  the  first  magnitude  and  many  smaller  ones,  and  each  strives 
to  get  a  larger  share  of  the  national  commerce.  The  second 
reason  may  be  found  in  the  national  characteristics.  The 
Englishman  loves  his  independence  and  will  undergo  financial 
privations  to  have  it.  The  third  reason  is  the  influence  of  the 
German  government.  The  great  German  steamship  companies 
are  probably  more  nearly  a  part  of  the  government  than  any 
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other  important  lines  in  the  world.  They  receive  heavy  sub- 
sidies and  are  benefited  by  the  great  desire  of  Germany  to  be  a 
sea  power.  A  part  of  the  subsidy  is  in  the  form  of  special  rail- 
road rates  on  export  goods  on  the  government  railways.  The 
personal  side  of  this  government  relation,  the  lively  interest  of 
the  German  emperor,  who  uses  the  great  force  of  his  personal 
and  social  prestige  to  uphold  this  branch  of  German  sea  power, 
is  also  important. 

Will  the  greater  part  of  the  carrying  trade  upon  the  North 
Atlantic  ever  be  controlled  by  stable  agreements?  As  has  been 
previously  pointed  out,  the  difficulties  are  many,  but  the  chances 
of  agreement  seem  better  for  the  future  than  they  have  ever  been 
in  the  past.     Sevcfral  reasons  for  this  may  be  mentioned : 

1.  The  companies  are  steadily  getting  larger  and  the  time 
has  now  been  reached  when  the  agreement  of  seven  or  eight 
interests  would  produce  a  minimum  agreement  that  might  hold 
if  a  satisfactory  freight  classification,  omitting  grain  and  flour» 
should  be  made. 

2.  Grain,  long  the  great  staple  of  the  east-bound  trade,  is  now 
becoming  of  less  relative  importance  in  the  trade  because  of  the 
great  increase  in  manufactured  goods.  This  freight  change  is 
favorable  to  rate  control  because  manufacturers  will  stand  a  much 
higher  and  more  steady  rate  than  that  paid  by  grain. 

3.  Recent  improvements  in  ship  building  have  practically 
emancipated  the  newer  ships  from  their  old  dependence  upon 
grain.  When  they  had  to  have  it  as  ballast,  they  were  willing 
to  bid  low  to  get  it.  Now  the  newer  ships  admit  water  into 
their  ballast  tanks,  and  they  no  longer  depend  on  grain  if  it  does 
not  pay  them  as  freight.  The  lowest  mark  in  grain  from  New 
York  to  Liverpool  occurred  prior  to  1890  before  the  general 
introduction  of  water  ballast. 

4.  The  losses  of  the  last  great  depression  have  brought  home 
to  the  ship-owning  fraternity  the  necessity  of  some  protection, 
and  they  have  had  some  rather  valuable  object  lessons  in  the 
various  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  alleviate  the  situation. 
One  of  these  object  lessons  is  the  passenger  agreements  which 
have  been  much  more  successful  than  the  freight  agreements. 

There  are  some  principles  any  freight  agreement  must  observe. 
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It  must  limit  itself  to  a  minimum  and  there  must  be  rather  fre- 
quent readjustments  of  rates  and  of  traffic  divisions.  It  is  be- 
cause of  the  necessity  of  readjustments  of  traffic  divisions  that 
most  of  these  arrangements  in  other  trades  have  come  to  their 
end.  The  steamship  companies  will  probably  have  to  do  as  the 
railroads  do,  agree  on  a  rate,  but  compete  in  some  of  the  other 
forms  that  competition  may  take,  readjusting  their  agreements 
with  resulting  changes  in  conditions.  The  aim  of  steamship  rate 
agreements  should  be  to  maintain  living  rates  and  leave  all  parties 
free  to  grow  and  develop  and  then  readjust  without  a  resort  to  the 
rate  wars  which  now  come  so  easily.  This  is  no  simple  task,  and  it 
is  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that  it  is  impossible  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  rate  which  prohibits  the  export  of  produce  to 
a  competitive  market.  Those  interested  in  shipping  think  that 
they  have  been  much  more  ready  to  make  rate  concessions  for 
this  than  the  American  railroads.  This  is,  of  course,  in  part 
because  while  the  railroads,  during  the  last  five  years,  have  been 
crowded  with  domestic  traffic,  the  steamship  lines  have  been 
sorely  pushed  for  freight. 

The  prompt  concessions  made  by  the  Atlantic  steamship  lines 
have  unquestionably  rendered  a  valuable  service  to  America's 
export  trade.  As  one  carrier  expressed  it :  **  If  the  hog  crop 
in  Austro-Hungary  is  larger  than  usual,  it  affects  the  provision 
market  of  the  whole  continent,  and  we  have  to  reduce  the  rate 
on  Chicago  packing-house  products  to  get  them  on  the  market. 
And  the  rate  on  southern  cotton-seed  oil  is  always  the  same  as 
the  rate  on  provisions."  The  tremendous  force  of  competition 
and  the  steadily  growing  passenger  traffic  have  made  astonishing 
improvements  in  the  service  and  the  ships.  The  economies  of 
size  and  the  demand  for  it  on  the  part  of  passengers  is  bringing 
to  the  North  Atlantic  an  increasing  fleet  that  is  not  likely  to  be 
for  any  long  period  unable  to  cope  with  a  freight  traffic  which 
is  declining  in  bulk.  The  future  promises  a  continuance  of  the 
conditions  that  make  for  rate  concessions  for  exports  and  which 
permit  the  maintenance  of  satisfactory  rates  only  through  some 
form  of  agreement. 

J.  Russell  Smith. 

UNivERsmr  OF  Pennsylvania. 


THE  LEGAL  POSITION  OF  GERMAN  WORKMEN. 

A  UNIFORM  body  of  laws  regulating  the  position  of  labor^ 
its  franchises  and  rights,  and  imposing  the  limitations 
within  which  these  franchises  and  rights  can  be  exercised^ 
does  not  exist  in  Germany.  For  the  explanation  of  this  singu* 
lar  fact,  it  is  necessary  first  to  bear  in  mind  the  political  com- 
position of  the  country.  Germany  is  not  one  state  but  twenty- 
six  states ;  and  while  many  identical  labor  laws  have  been  passed 
for  the  whole  of  the  empire  there  remain  departments  pf  labor 
legislation  in  which  the  old  particularism  has  persisted.  More- 
over, Germany  presents  the  interesting  spectacle  of  an  industrial 
country  in  which  modern  economic  innovations  and  ancient 
survivals  exist  side  by  side.  Observing  the  remarkable  expan- 
sion of  German  industry  and  commerce  in  recent  years,  one  is 
apt  to  forget  that  the  era  of  the  factory,  the  era  of  production 
on  a  large  scale  {Grossbetrieb) ,  is  still  young  in  that  country, 
and  that  alongside  the  factory  system,  as  western  countries  know 
it,  there  continues  still,  in  a  condition  if  not  of  buoyant  vigor 
yet  of  unmistakable  vitality,  the  guild  system,  which  elsewhere 
surrendered  long  ago  to  the  pressure  of  adverse  economic 
forces.  Hence  it  is  that  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  more  conser- 
vative labor  law  reformers  in  Germany  have  for  many  years 
been  directed  towards  helping  the  guilds  to  adapt  themselves  to 
the  altered  conditions  of  modern  days,  so  enabling  them  to  re- 
tain something  of  their  old  and  tried  capacity  for  usefulness. 
Hence  it  is  also  that  there  have  come  into  existence  two  collat- 
eral series  of  labor  laws  and  regulations — those  dealing  with  the 
factory  population  on  the  one  hand,  and  those  regulating  the 
relationships  of  guild  masters,  their  journeymen  and  their  ap- 
prentices on  the  other.  Other  laws,  bearing  on  subjects  of 
common  interest,  apply  equally,  of  course,  to  both  classes  of 
workers. 

The  fundamental  charter  of  labor  rights  in  Germany  is  the 
industrial  code  {Gewerbeordnung).     Enacted  originally  in  1861 
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for  the  North  German  confederation,  the  code  was  appropriated 
bodily  as  an  imperial  law  by  the  constitution  of  the  new  empire 
in  1 87 1,  and  by  the  beginning  of  1873  it  had  been  extended 
in  practice  to  all  the  states,  Alsace-Lorraine,  however,  being 
exempted  until  1889.  Since  then  a  score  or  so  of  amendments 
(^Novellen)  have  been  introduced,  alike  by  addition,  modifica- 
tion and  omission,  the  principal  changes  following  the  thorough- 
going revisions  (sf  tlie  code  in  1883  and  1891,  the  latter  as  a 
consequence  of  the  Berlin  Labor  Conference  of  the  preceding 
year.  In  truth  the  revolution  in  industry  which  followed  the 
establishment  of  the  empire  and  the  striking  stimulus  which  was 
then  given  to  the  nation's  mercantile  life  and  enterprise  fnade 
many  of  the  provisions  of  the  first  code  inadequate,  while  the 
altered  conditions  of  production  and  labor  called  for  a  multi- 
tude of  new  regulations  in  the  interest  of  the  welfare  and  the 
convenience  of  the  workers.  Thus  among  the  subjects  of  legis- 
lation which  have  been  added  to  the  code  in  later  years  are  the 
restriction  of  Sunday  work,  the  limitation  of  the  employment  of 
female  and  juvenile  workers  and  the  protection  of  the  workman's 
life,  limb  and  health. 

But  the  industrial  code  is  by  no  means  the  great  charter  of 
the  factory  workers  only.  Primarily,  indeed,  these  were  not 
the  special  objects  of  its  concern.  Originating  at  a  time  when 
factory  labor  had  not  secured  the  dominant  position  which  be- 
longs to  it  at  the  present  day,  it  was  the  older  economic  rela- 
tionships— the  relationships  between  the  master  craftsman  and 
his  journeymen  and  apprentices — ^which  it  sought  to  regulate 
and  control,  and  the  factory  working  classes  were  included 
within  its  survey  just  where  the  conditions  of  service  were  suf- 
ficiently identical.  It  is  noticeable,  however,  that  even  down  to 
the  present  time  there  are  large  classes  of  employees  who  are  in 
some  respects  beyond  the  scope  of  the  industrial  code  and  whose 
principal  rights  are  secured  by  other  and  particular  laws.  Such 
are  shop  employees,  both  assistants  and  (in  most  matters)  ap- 
prentices, seamen,'  miners,  state  and  municipal  servants,  railway 
employees,  employees  in  state  workshops,  workpeople  connected 

'  The  code  applies  to  all  employees  in  inland  navigation  save  in  so  far  as  they  are 
nffected  by  a  special  law  of  June  15,  1895. 
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with  gas  and  water  works,  agricultural  laborers  and  domestic 
servants.  Nevertheless,  it  is  to  the  industrial  code  that  we  must 
go  for  a  typical  picture  of  the  legal  status  of  labor  in  Germany 
under  normal  conditions. 

The  code  does. not  say  what  classes  of  employees  exclusively 
rank  as  "  industrial  workpeople."  It  does,  indeed,  specify  cer- 
tain classes  as  covered  by  this  term — journeymen,  assistants, 
apprentices,  officials  of  works  (^Betriebsbeamte)^  overseers,  tech- 
nical employees"  and  factory  operatives — and  it  defines  "in- 
dustrial workpeople "  as  those  who  '*  are  in  the  service  of  an 
independent  conductor  of  an  industry  (^Gewerbetreibender)  and 
whose  labor  is  devoted  to  industrial  purposes  on  his  behalf," 
but  it  does  not  draw  definite  lines. 

It  is  questionable,  for  example,  whether  houseworkers  are  to 
be  counted  as  "  industrial  workpeople."  The  question  of  who 
is  and  who  is  not  an  "  industrial  workman  "  has  given  rise  to 
constant  disputes  in  the  industrial  courts,  and  a  multitude  of 
decisions  have  been  promulgated,  not  everyone  of  which,  by 
any  means,  has  had  the  effect  of  producing  clearness  and  certi- 
tude. 

The  contract  of  service, — On  the  subject  of  the  labor  con- 
tract, the  basis  of  the  economic  relationship  between  employer 
and  employed,  the  civil  code  and  the  industrial  code  contain  the 
following  provisions : 

By  the  service  contract  {Dienstvertrag)  the  one  who  undertakes 
service  is  obliged  to  perform  the  promised  service  and  the  other  is 
obliged  to  grant  the  recompense  agreed  upon.  Services  of  every  kind 
may  be  the  object  of  the  service  contract.     [Civil  code,  sec.  6ii.] 

The  determination  of  the  relationship  between  the  independent  con- 
ductors of  industry  and  the  industrial  workpeople  is,  subject  to  the 
limitations  imposed  by  imperial  law,  matter  of  volimtary  agreement. 
[Industrial  code,  sec.  105.] 

While  in  general  employer  and  workman  are  thus  left  to  make 
whatever  contracts  they  please,  certain  claims  on  the  former's 
part  and  certain  obligations  on  the  latter's  are  excluded,  owing 

*  The  term  Teckniker  covers  all  employees  in  industrial  concerns,  whose  duties  pre- 
suppose special  technical  training;  as,  for  example,  chemists,  draughtsmen,  mechani- 
cal engineers,  building  engineers,  etc. 
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to  the  recognition  by  German  law  of  the  fact  that  the  workman, 
though  theoretically  free  and  independent,  is  not  always  so  in 
practice,  and  contracts  which  infringe  these  prohibitions  are  not 
valid  in  law.  The  contract  is  also  rendered  null  and  void  in  the 
case  of  misrepresentation,  deception  or  intimidation,  and  equally 
when  it  is  against  public  order  or  when  there  is  evident  disparity 
between  the  reciprocal  terms  of  the  agreement,  owing  to  the 
need,  inexperience  or  thoughtlessness  of  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties. 

In  factories  and  the  larger  workshops  a  labor  contract  form 
(^Arbeitszettet)  is  used,  but  small  handicraftsmen  and  other  em- 
ployers do  not  as  a  rule  put  their  agreements  with  their  employ- 
ers on  paper.  Some  of  the  courts  of  industry  have  issued 
model  forms  of  contract  which  they  recommend  for  adoption. 
The  following  is  in  constant  use  at  Leipzig,  having  been  issued 
by  the  court  of  industry  there : 

Labor  Note  {Arbeitszettel) 
concerning  the  service  contract  between 

Employer and 

Workman 

It  is  agreed : 

Entrance  into  service 

Rate  of  wages 

Mode  of  payment 

Kind  of  work 

Hours  of  work 

Reciprocal  term  of  notice 

Remarks 

(To  each  of  the  signatories  a  copy  has  been  handed) 

(Town) (date) 

Employer  (signature).  Workman  (signature). 


Supplement  for  alterations : 

(Town) (date) 

Employer  (signature).  Workman  (signature). 


The  local  courts  of  industry  recognize  as  binding  for  an  in- 
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dustry  wages  agreements,  known  as  "wages  tarififs"  (^Lohn- 
tarife)y  agreed  upon  between  organizations  of  employers  and 
workpeople,  and  it  has  been  ruled  that  where  workpeople  are 
transferred  from  one  employer  to  another,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
business  changing  hands,  the  old  agreement  holds  good  in  the 
absence  of  a  new  one. 

The  industrial  code,  section  114a,  provides  that  the  Federal 
Council  may  prescribe  for  specific  industries  either  labor  notes 
or  wages  books  (Z^A«i«VA^r),  wherein  must  be  set  forth  the 
character  and  the  extent  of  the  work  to  be  done,  the  rate  of 
wages,  and  the  conditions  as  to  providing  the  workpeople  with 
materials  and  tools.  These  notes  or  books  must  be  supplied  by 
the  employer  to  the  workpeople  free.  In  factories  to  which 
this  regulation  does  not  apply  (section  134)  wages  books  must 
be  supplied  to  all  workmen  under  age.  On  every  pay  day  must 
be  entered  the  amount  earned,  and  the  book  must  be  handed  ta 
the  worker  at  the  time,  yet  returned  to  the  employer  before  the 
next  pay  day  comes  around.  According  to  section  1 1 3  of  the 
industrial  code  a  workman  can,  on  leaving  his  employment,  re- 
quire a  certificate  {Zeugniss)  of  the  character  and  duration  of 
his  employment,  and  also,  if  he  is  so  minded,  a  testimony  as  ta 
his  conduct  and  capacity  (^Leistungeti).  In  the  case  of  workers 
under  age  the  same  certificates  can  be  demanded  by  their  legal 
representatives. 

The  determination  of  service — The  period  of  notice  on  either 
side,  according  to  section  122  of  the  industrial  code,  is  fourteen 
days  in  the  absence  of  other  agreement,  and  the  notice  may  be 
given  as  from  any  day.  Where  there  is  a  definite  agreement 
on  the  subject,  whether  the  period  be  one  week  or  two,  it  is 
usual  for  the  notice  to  date  from  the  first  day  of  the  working 
week. 

The  employer  who  has  engaged  a  workman  as  from  a  given 
time  is  bound  either  to  set  the  man  to  work  then  or  to  recom- 
pense him  for  the  time  lost  at  the  rate  agreed  upon.  Nor  is  it 
necessary  that  the  workman  shall  report  his  readiness  to  begin 
work ;  he  fulfils  his  part  of  the  contract  if  he  merely  places 
himself  at  his  employer's  convenience  and  call.  If  no  specific 
rate  of  wages  has  been  agreed  upon,  the  rate  usual  for  the  task 
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that  was  to  have  been  performed  must  be  taken  as  the  basis  of 
recompense.  The  workman  cannot  be  required  to  make  up 
time  lost  owing  to  the  employer's  default.  On  receiving  notice 
to  appear  he  may  comply  or  not ;  but  if  he  declines  he  can  only 
claim  recompense  up  to  the  time  when  he  should  have  begun 
to  work.  Where  an  employer  by  refusing  to  carry  out  a  con- 
tract of  service  causes  the  workman  special  expense,  as  in 
travelling  to  another  town,  he  must  refund  that  expense  as  well 
z&  the  man's  lost  wages. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  workman  culpably  fails  to  begin  work 
at  the  time  specified,  or  leaves  work  without  notice,  the  actual 
damage  suffered  can  be  recovered  from  him,  or  otherwise  the 
penalty  for  breach  of  contract  which  is  prescribed  by  the  in- 
dustrial code  (section  124b)  and  which  is  independent  of  proof 
of  damage,  viz.  a  day's  wages  of  a  day  laborer  for  every  day  of 
default  up  to  a  maximum  of  a  week.  Where  another  employer 
is  the  cause  of  the  default,  or  where  he  has  engaged  a  workman 
knowing  him  to  have  broken  his  contract,  damages  may  be  re- 
covered from  the  later  employer  as  well  (section  124c).  The 
same  claim  to  compensation  is  possessed  by  the  workman 
against  his  employer  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  civil  code  has  a  special  provision  (section  624)  intended 
to  liberate  a  workman  from  long  engagements.  Should  an 
engagement  be  concluded  for  a  longer  term  than  five  years,  it 
may  be  determined  after  the  expiration  of  five  years.  Such 
arrangements,  particularly  life-long  arrangements,  are  held  to 
presuppose  a  dependence  whidh  is  in  conflict  with  the  legal 
principle  of  freedom  of  contract. 

Section  616  of  the  civil  code  provides  that  an  employee  en- 
gaged to  do  certain  service  does  not  forfeit  the  recompense  due 
for  that  service  if  he  is  prevented  by  some  personal  reason  im- 
plying no  fault  on  his  part  from  attending  to  his  work  for  a 
*'  relatively  inconsiderable  time  "  {yerhaltnissmassig  nicht  erheb- 
liche  Zeit).  It  has  been  decided,  however,  that  this  stipulation 
can  be  cancelled  by  contract  between  the  two  parties.  The 
commercial  code,  section  60,  goes  further  in  the  case  of  shop 
assistants,  saying:  "Should  a  shop  assistant  be  prevented  by 
inculpable  misfortune  from  temporarily  discharging  his  duties. 
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he  does  not  foff eit  lus  cSaim  to  silasy  asid  mjumffiumDeu  but 
caa  daim  diefe  ouljr  for  a  period  of  she  vbc^sl'"  The , 
that  entitle  a  workmaa  to  claim  his  wages  thootgh 
io  asy  event  be  qoite  perKMial — such  as  militziy  drftirs.  i!be  ex- 
ercise of  dectond  rights^  cilatioD  as  witncs  in  d>e  pdUjc  oomts^ 
sickness*  domestic  emergencies  (deaths,  childbiitk,  soddca  sack- 
ness) — and  there  must  be  no  fanh  on  his  part  If  notice  be  grpon 
to  the  employee  because  of  his  iUness,  the  employer's  icspott- 
sibslity  nevertheless  continues  until  the  period  <rf  six  veds  has 
expired,  if  the  illness  last  so  long.  Liability  does  not  exist, 
however,  when  proviMon  is  made  for  medical  treatment  by  in- 
surance or  by  nursing  in  a  public  institution.  Where  legal  pro- 
ceedings are  taken,  the  validity  of  a  cause  <rf  absence  is  decided 
by  the  courts  in  eveiy  individual  case  on  its  merits,  though  most 
disputes  turn  on  the  question  what  is  a  "  relatively  inconsider- 
able time/' 

Protection  of  life  and  health. — ^The  industrial  code,  section 
1 20a,  provides  that  the  buildings,  rooms,  machinery  and  appli- 
ances in  or  with  which  a  laborer  works  must  be  so  devised  or 
arranged  as  to  afford  protection  against  danger  to  life  and  health 
so  far  as  the  nature  of  the  occupation  allows.  Where  a  worker 
lives  with  his  employer  this  provision  applies  no  less  to  the 
sleeping  apartments.  By  workroom  is  meant  not  merely  the 
place  in  which  a  workman  passes  the  bulk  of  his  time,  but  every 
part  of  the  building  in  which  he  is  engaged  and  also  the  grounds 
and  accommodations  attached  thereto.  So,  too,  the  phrase 
"  machinery  and  appliances  "  is  to  be  understood  in  the  fullest 
sense  as  including  every  apparatus  and  convenience,  of  whatever 
kind,  which  is  used  by  hand  or  otherwise  in  the  process  of  work. 
As,  however,  an  employer's  responsibility  only  applies  to  the 
buildings  over  which  he  has  control,  he  incurs  no  obligation  in 
regard  to  the  rooms  in  which  houseworkers  are  employed. 
Where  a  workman  lives  with  his  employer,  the  latter  must  pro- 
vide dwelling  and  sleeping  accommodation  healthy  as  to  space, 
light  and  ventilation,  with  ample  food ;  the  hours  of  work  must 
not  be  excessive,  and  due  regard  must  be  paid  to  the  satisfaction 
of  moral  requirements  and  of  religious  needs  {e.  g,  opportunity 
must  be  given  for  attending  religious  ministrations).     Where 
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proper  precautions  are  not  taken,  an  employee  may  leave  his 
employment  without  notice  and  claim  damages  as  for  dismissal 
without  notice.  It  follows  also  that  where  due  security  for  life 
and  health  is  lacking,  the  employer  is  liable  for  compensation  in 
the  event  of  injury.  Section  842  of  the  civil  code  provides  that 
"  the  obligation  to  make  compensation  on  account  of  a  tort 
{unerlaubte  Handlung)  against  a  person  extends  to  the  disad- 
vantages which  the  tort  entails  as  regards  the  earnings  or  the 
welfare  {Fortkominen)  of  the  individual  injured."  Where  the 
worker's  earning  power  is  destroyed  or  diminished  or  his  needs 
are  increased  by  reason  of  injury  to  body  or  health,  not  only 
must  the  cost  of  treatment  be  defrayed,  but  a  commensurate 
annuity  in  money  must  be  paid.  If,  however,  it  is  shown  that 
the  injured  person  has  adequate  means  of  support,  he  can  claim 
a  single  capital  payment  instead  of  an  annuity.  In  the  event  of 
death  the  costs  of  burial  must  be  defrayed ;  and  if  the  deceased 
were  responsible  for  the  support  of  dependents  there  must  be 
paid  to  the  latter  an  annuity  equal  to  the  value  of  the  support 
the  deceased  would  have  been  obliged  to  give  during  the  prob- 
able period  of  his  life ;  and  this  applies  to  a  child  still  unborn 
at  the  time  of  its  parent's  death.  Annuities  are  payable  three 
months  in  advance.  In  fixing  the  degree  of  injury  and 
the  amount  of  compensation,  regard  has  to  be  had  to  all 
circumstances  which  by  reason  of  the  culpable  act  affect  the  in- 
jured person  physically ;  thus,  in  the  case  of  women,  the  dimin- 
ished prospect  of  marriage.  This  section  also  applies  to  injuries 
to  personal  honor  in  so  far  as  material  damage  can  be  shown. 
How  far  an  employer  is  liable  for  damages  when  an  injured 
workman  is  entitled  to  compensation  under  the  several  industrial 
insurance  laws  depends  upon  the  special  provisions  of  these  sta- 
tutes. In  general,  however,  where  compensation  for  accident 
to  body  or  health  is  claimable  under  the  accident  insurance  law 
(which  imposes  the  whole  cost  of  insurance  upon  the  employer), 
the  provisions  of  the  civil  code  do  not  apply,  and  instead  of 
damages  pension  is  given.  Here  the  court  has  to  determine 
whether  due  security  for  regular  payment  exists ;  and  here  again, 
if  sufficient  cause  be  shown,  the  pension  may  be  converted  into 
a  single  capital  payment.     Moreover,  a  husband  has  a  claim  for 
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compensation  for  his  wife's  injury  or  death  by  accident  where 
she  was  in  the  habit  of  rendering  personal  services  which  must 
henceforth  be  performed  by  others,  and  the  same  applies  where 
a  child  is  injured  or  killed.  Here  the  compensation  takes  the 
form  of  a  pension,  which  ceases  when  the  survivors  of  the  de- 
ceased die. 

All  these  provisions  for  compensation  leave  untouched  the 
penalties  which  under  the  penal  law  fall  upon  persons  who  by 
their  culpable  negligence  cause  injury  or  death  to  others.  In 
the  case  of  injury  the  penalty  may  be  a  fine  not  exceeding  900 
marks  or  imprisonment  up  to  three  years,  and  in  the  case  of 
death  imprisonment  up  to  five  years.  Indemnity  may  be 
claimed  under  the  penal  law  up  to  6000  marks,  in  which  case  no 
further  claim  for  compensation  can  be  made. 

The  preservation  of  morals. — Section  1 20b  of  the  industrial 
code  requires  employers  to  adopt  all  measures  and  to  issue  all 
regulations  which  are  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  decency 
and  good  morals  among  their  workpeople.  In  particular  the 
sexes  must  be  separated  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  work  allows, 
unless  the  interests  of  morality  are  sufficiently  protected  other- 
wise; but  the  separation  applies  unconditionally  to  places  of 
convenience,  like  washing  and  dressing  places,  etc,  A  wide  lati- 
tude is  allowed  to  the  Federal  Council  in  regard  to  the  issuing 
of  regulations  on  this  head  applicable  to  entire  industries, 
although  when  the  Federal  Council  does  not  issue  such  regula- 
tions the  executives  of  the  individual  states  may  do  so  instead. 
In  industries  in  which  excessive  hours  of  work  are  specially 
dangerous  to  health,  the  Federal  Council  may  prescribe  the  dur- 
ation, the  beginning  and  the  end  of  the  daily  work,  and  the 
pauses  to  be  allowed.  It  is  provided,  however,  that  before 
regulations  of  this  kind  are  issued  bystate  executives  and  police 
authorities  the  opinion  of  the  employers'  organizations  in  the 
trades  affected  (^Berufsgenossenschaften)  shall  be  invited. 

The  protection  of  juveniles  and  children, — ^The  industrial  code 
•distinguishes  three  classes  of  workers  under  age — ^juniors  {Min- 
derfdhrige ox  junge  Z^«/^),  juveniles  {jugendliche  Arbeiter)  and 
children.  The  age  of  childhood  is  legally  held  to  be  passed  at 
fourteen  years ;  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to  sixteen  the  worker 
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is  regarded  as  a  "juvenile;"  and  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  he  is 
classed  as  a  "  junior"  or  "  young  person."     The  employment  of 
children  under  thirteen  years  is  prohibited  in  factories  (1.  e, 
work-places  in  which  at  least  20  workpeople  are  employed  and 
in   which   either  machine  power  is  used  or  division  of  work 
exists)  and  equally  in  workshops  in  which  machinery  driven  by 
*•  elementary  power  "  (steam,  water,  wind,  gas,  air,  electricity, 
etc!)  is  permanently  used.      Between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and 
fourteen,  children  may  be  employed  in  factories  and  workshops 
only  when  they  are  no  longer  obliged  to  attend  school.     Up  to 
this  age  children  can  at  the  most  work  six  hours  daily,  and  a 
pause  of  at  least  half  an  hour  must  be  allowed.     Further,  by 
a  law  of  May  30,  1903,  regulating  the  employment  of  children 
in  "  industrial  concerns"  (children  being  defined  in  this  law  as 
^*  boys  and  girls  under  thirteen  years  as  well  as  such  boys  and 
girls  over  thirteen  years  as  are  still  liable  to  attend  school,")  the 
employment  of  these  children  is  forbidden  in  building  works  of 
all   kinds,  brickworks,  quarries   and  pits  worked  from  above 
ground,  stone-breaking,  chimney-sweeping,  carting  in  connec- 
tion with  carrying  businesses,  the  mixing  and  grinding  of  colors, 
work   in  cellars,  and  in  a    number  of  scheduled    workshops. 
Children  under  tliirteen  years  may  not  be  employed  between 
%  p.  m.  and  5  a.  m.  and  not  before  forenoon  school.     They 
may  work  only  three  hours  on  school  days  and  during  school  holi- 
days only  four  hours.     At  noon  a  pause  of  a  least  two  hours 
must  be  given,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  work  may  not  begin 
until  an  hour  after  school  time.     (It  should  be  explained  that 
afternoon  school  is  unusual  in  Germany.)     Children  may  not 
be  employed  in  theatrical  and  other  public  performances,  but 
exception  may  be  allowed  in  the  case  of  performances  in  which 
the  "  high  interests "  of  art  and   science  can   be  shown  to  be 
served.     In  licensed  premises  children  under  twelve  years  may 
not  be  employed  at  all,  and  girls  under  thirteen  or  still  liable  to 
attend  school  may  not  be  employed  in  the  serving  of  guests ; 
and  the  conditions  as  stated  above  as  to  hours  and  rest  hold 
good.     Children  may  not  be  employed  on  Sundays  and  festi- 
vals, save  exceptionally  and  under  conditions.     Children  cannot 
be  employed  at  all,  until  labor  cards  have  been  obtained  for 
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tfaem  from  the  police  aotliontj.    The  si 
main  apfrfy  to  the  cfaildfeii  of  eiiq>lo3rexs. 

Child  and  jtnreii3e  labor  ( jmreailes,  as 
persons  between  f  ou rteen  and  axteen  )  b  cither  scieicif  restricted 
Of  altogether  prohibited  in  the  malring  of  alkali-chrofBatcs^  in 
any  process  which  would  bring  them  in  contact  with  lead  or  lead 
combinations,  in  sugar  factories  (many  restrictiofis),  c^ar  £ic- 
tones,  chicory  factories,  wire-drawing  works  in  general,  in  certain 
departments  of  glassHsmdting  works  and  glass-cntting  works*  ia 
certain  operations  in  rubber  manufacture,  heckling  looms,  dress 
and  linen-making  workshops,  horse-hair  ginning  works,  quar- 
ries, coal  mines,  brick  works,  zinc-smdting  works,  rolling  works 
and  forges,  and  certain  departments  of  match  factories.  Juvenile 
workers  can  be  employed  in  metal  or  rolling  works  and  forges^ 
glass  furnaces,  coal  mines  and  zinc-smelting  works,  only  when 
they  receive  medical  certificates  that  such  employment  would  be 
free  from  injury  to  health,  which  certificates  can  be  issued  only 
by  doctors  accredited  for  the  purpose  by  a  government  au- 
thority. 

The  house  industry  is  exempted  from  these  r^;ulations  save 
in  so  far  as  machine  power  is  used. 

Juveniles  may  not  be  employed  in  factories  longer  than  ten 
hours  daily  (section  135  of  the  industrial  code).  Their  work 
may  not  begin  before  5  :  30  a.  m.  nor  extend  beyond  8 :  30  p. 
m.  Regular  pauses  must  also  be  given :  where  a  juvenile  works 
only  six  hours  a  day  the  pause  must  be  at  least  half  an  hour; 
in  other  cases  at  least  half  an  hour  each  in  the  forenoon  and 
afternoon  and  an  hour  at  noon,  unless  the  work  does  not  ex- 
ceed eight  hours  a  day  and  four  hours  at  a  stretch,  in  which  case 
the  two  half-hour  pauses  may  be  omitted.  Juveniles  may  not 
be  employed  on  Sundays,  festivals,  or  in  hours  fixed  by  their 
*'  proper  pastor"  {ordentlicher  Seelsorger)  for  catechism  teach- 
ing and  preparation  for  confession  and  communion.  Specia] 
conditions  as  to  the  time  and  the  duration  of  the  pauses  apply 
to  many  occupations ;  and  night  work  (between  the  hours  of 
8 :  30  p.  m.  and  5  :  30  a.  m.)  is  entirely  forbidden  in  the  case  of 
juveniles  in  most  of  these  occupations,  save  under  severe  restric- 
tions.    The  penalty  for  any  infraction  of  the  provisions  as  to 
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the  employment  of  juvenile  workers  is  a  fine  up  to  2000  marks 
or  imprisonment  up  to  six  months. 

Employers  are  required  (section  120  of  the  industrial  code) 
to  afford  to  "  young  people  "  (f.  e,  persons  under  eighteen)  the  op- 
portunity of  attending  continuation  schools,  but  instruction  must 
not  be  given  on  Sundays  during  the  principal  hours  of  public 
worship.  Communes  or  communal  unions  are  given  power  to 
make  attendance  at  continuation  schools  compulsory  (as  is  the 
case  in  Berlin)  for  male  workers  and  for  female  shop  assistants 
and  apprentices  under  fifteen  years,  where  compulsion  does  not 
exist  by  the  law  of  the  land.  Exemption  from  attendance  at 
these  schools  is,  however,  given  to  the  scholars  of  guild  or  other 
voluntary  continuation  or  technical  schools  of  equal  educational 
value.  Not  only  must  time  be  given  when  school  hours  fall  in 
the  ordinary  work  time,  but  the  worker  may  not  be  required  to 
make  up  the  lost  time,  and  where  the  continuation  school  is 
compulsory  the  employer  must  himself  see  that  his  juvenile 
workers  attend.  The  penalty  for  default  in  any  of  these  particu- 
lars is  a  fine  not  exceeding  20  marks  or  detention  up  to  three 
days. 

The  position  of  women, — Section  137  of  the  industrial  code 
regulates  the  employment  of  women.  Female  workers  may  not 
be  employed  in  factories  during  night  hours  from  8  130  to  5  -.30, 
nor  on  a  Saturday  nor  on  the  eve  of  a  festival  after  5  :  30.  Such 
workers  may  not  be  employed  more  than  eleven  hours  a  day> 
and  on  Saturdays  or  the  days  preceding  festivals  not  more 
than  ten  hours,  and  a  noon  pause  of  at  least  an  hour  must  be 
given.  Female  workers  who  have  charge  of  a  house  must,  on 
their  request,  be  allowed  to  go  home  half  an  hour  earlier  at 
noon,  unless  the  noon  pause  be  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half. 
Women  may  not  be  employed  for  four  weeks  after  confinement, 
and  through  the  following  two  weeks  only  on  certificate  of  an 
approved  doctor  permitting  it.  In  times  of  exceeding  pressure 
the  local  governing  authority  may,  on  the  request  of  an  em- 
ployer, permit  the  employment  of  female  workers  over  sixteen 
years  until  10  p.  m.  on  week  days  (except  Saturdays)  for  two 
weeks  at  once,  with  the  restriction  that  the  daily  work  time  shall 
not  exceed  thirteen  hours  and  that  this  extension  of  hours  shall 


276  POUTICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY  [Vot.XXI 

not  be  for  longer  than  forty  days  in  one  year.  Permission  to 
work  extended  hours  for  a  longer  period  than  two  weeks  at  one 
time  or  for  more  than  forty  days  in  one  year  can  be  given  only 
by  a  higher  administrative  authority,  and  then  with  the  condi- 
tion that  the  average  daily  duration  of  work  all  the  year  round 
shall  not  exceed  the  statutory  number  of  hours.  The  same 
authority  may  authorize  the  employment  of  female  workers  over 
sixteen,  who  have  no  housework  to  do  and  are  absolved  from 
attending  a  continuation  school,  in  certain  urgent  work  on  Sat- 
urdays and  the  evenings  before  festivals  until  8:30,  and 
special  latitude  is  allowed  when  work  is  interrupted  by  "  natural 
occurrences  "  {^Naturereignisse)  or  by  accidents.  Power  is  re- 
served to  the  Federal  Council  to  prohibit  entirely  or  to  restrict  by 
special  regulation  the  work  of  females  in  branches  of  manufac* 
ture  which  are  attended  by  special  danger  to  health  or  morality, 
also  to  vary  the  incidence  and  duration  of  the  pauses  and  to 
prolong  and  readjust  the  hours  of  work  where  the  conditions  of 
manufacture  require  it.  But  the  employment  of  women  is 
wholly  or  partially  forbidden  on  grounds  of  health  in  the  same 
undertakings  and  processes  which  are  by  statute  closed  to 
juveniles. 

The  employment  of  men, — ^The  work  hours  of  men  are  subject 
to  fewer  restrictions,  and  a  maximum  workday  is  prescribed  in 
special  cases  only.  The  minimum  is  fixed  below  the  usual 
period  only  in  employments  dangerous  to  health,  or  where  from 
the  nature  of  the  employment  the  customary  number  of  hours 
is  excessive.  And  yet,  though  the  work  hours  of  men  have 
been  left  to  bargaining,  the  effect  of  the  restriction  of  female 
and  juvenile  work  has  resulted  to  the  interest  of  adult  male 
labor,  while  the  industrial  organizations  have  successfully  agi- 
tated in  isolated  branches  of  work  for  a  ten-hour  day  and  here 
and  there  even  for  a  day  of  eight  hours,  though  legislation  on 
the  subject  is  as  remote  as  ever. 

As  to  labor  in  public  shops  and  similar  places  of  business  {offene 
Verkaufsstellen)  i  section  139c  of  the  industrial  code  provides 
that  an  uninterrupted  rest  of  at  least  ten  hours  must  be  given  at 
the  end  of  the  day  to  assistants,  apprentices  and  workpeople ; 
that  in  towns  of  over  20,000  inhabitants  eleven  hours  must  be 
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given  where  two  or  more  assistants  and  apprentices  are  employed, 
and  that  in  smaller  places  the  longer  period  of  rest  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  local  statute.  A  suitable  {angemessene)  pause  must 
be  allowed  for  the  noon  meal,  the  minimum  being  one  and  one- 
half  liours  where  the  meal  is  partaken  of  outside  the  place  of 
business.  These  provisions  do  not  apply,  however,  to  licensed 
premises,  for  these  are  not  ranked  as  "  public  places  of  sale  " ; 
nor  do  they  apply  to  baker's  and  butcher's  assistants  and  do- 
mestic servants;  but  they  do  apply  to  porters,  market  atten- 
dants, etc.  The  curtailment  of  the  time  of  rest  is  permitted  in 
the  case  of  labors  which  are  necessary  to  prevent  injury  to 
goods;  in  the  case  of  statutory  inventory  taking,  renovations 
and  removals;  and  in  addition  for  a  maximum  of  thirty  days  in 
the  year  in  the  case  of  employees  generally,  the  days  being  fixed 
by  the  local  police  authority,  either  universally  or  for  single 
trades. 

Shops  must  be  closed  between  the  hours  of  nine  p.  m.  and 
five  a.  m.,  though  buyers  present  at  the  closing  time  may  be 
served.  An  extension  of  time  to  ten  p.  m.  is  allowed  on  forty 
special  days  in  the  year,  and  otherwise  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances. On  the  petition  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  trades- 
people concerned,  in  a  commune  or  several  adjacent  communes* 
the  higher  administrative  authority  may  order  the  closing  of 
shops  between  five  and  nine  p.  m.  and  five  and  seven  a.  m., 
either  at  certain  seasons  or  the  whole  year  through ;  and  on  the 
petition  of  one-third  of  the  tradespeople  the  authority  may  take 
a  vote  on  the  question. 

Sunday  work, — While  it  is  the  aim  of  industrial  legislation  to 
secure  to  the  working  classes  the  fullest  possible  Sunday  rest, 
the  laws  of  the  states  as  a  rule  regulate  the  observance  of  Sun- 
day from  a  religious  standpoint.  By  sections  105a  to  I05i  of 
the  industrial  code,  industrial  employers  cannot  require  their 
workpeople  to  work  on  Sundays  or  festivals.  The  days  to  be 
observed  as  festivals  vary  according  to  the  confessional  character 
of  the  state — whether  Protestant  or  Roman  Catholic  by  pre- 
ponderance— and  are  determined  by  state  laws  as  distinguished 
from  imperial  laws.  The  only  exceptions  are  works  of  urgency 
and  necessity,  depending  on  the  technical  character  of  the  in- 
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dustry  and  on  the  character  of  its  products,  and  here  the  work- 
men have  no  option.  Licensed  premises,  theatrical  and  musical 
performances,  exhibitions,  and  the  various  means  of  communi- 
cation (railways,  waterways,  post,  etc!)  are  excluded.  On  the 
other  hand  an  employer  cannot  require  a  workman  to  play  on 
days  which  are  not  statutory  holidays.  Where  a  Jew  had  closed 
his  works  on  a  Jewish  high  festival  his  employees  succeeded  in 
obtaining  compensation  for  lost  wages.  In  general,  the  rest  to 
be  secured  to  employees  in  factories,  workshops  and  the  like 
must  be  at  least  twenty-four  hours  for  every  Sunday  and  festival, 
for  consecutive  Sunday  and  festival  thirty-six  hours,  and  for  the 
Christmas,  Easter  and  Whitsunday  festivals  forty-five  hours. 
The  rest  is  to  be  reckoned  from  twelve  p.  m.,  and  where  Sun- 
day and  a  festival  fall  together  it  must  last  until  six  p.  m.  of  the 
second  day.  In  works  with  regular  day  and  night  shifts,  the 
rest  may  begin  at  the  earliest  at  six  p.  m.  of  the  preceding  work- 
day and  at  latest  at  six  a.  m.  of  the  Sunday  or  festival  respec- 
tively. 

In  shops  and  warehouses  assistants,  apprentices  and  work- 
people may  not  be  employed  on  the  first  day  of  the  Christmas, 
Easter  and  Whitsun  holidays,' and  mechanics  not  longer  than 
five  hours  on  Sundays  and  festivals.  Exceptions  both  in  the 
nature  of  curtailment  and  extension  of  the  rest  may  be  enacted 
in  special  cases.  The  prohibition  of  Sunday  work  applies  to 
hand  industries  only  where  these  are  carried  on  in  workshops. 

Factory  regulations, — It  is  required  by  section  134a  of  the 
industrial  code  that  a  labor  order  {Arbeitsordnung)  shall  be 
issued  in  every  factory  in  which  twenty  or  more  workpeople  are 
employed,  and  this  order  must  be  exposed  to  view.  It  must 
contain  a  statement  of  the  hours  of  work,  the  pauses,  the  time 
and  mode  of  settlements  and  of  payment  of  wages,  the  condi- 
tions of  leaving  and  discharge,  the  fines  (if  any),  their  kind  and 
amount,  and  the  purposes  to  which  they  are  applied.  Before  a 
labor  order  is  issued  or  amended,  the  workpeople  of  age  must 
be  consulted.  Where  workpeople's  committees  (^Ausschiisse) 
exist,  their  opinion  must  be  taken  instead. 

Workpeople's  committees, — The  formation  of  these  com- 
mittees  is   permissive.     They  may   be  elected  ad  hoc^  or  be 
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formed  of  the  executives  of  the  factory  sick  funds  or  other 
funds  carried  on  in  the  interest  of  the  workpeople,  where  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  these  executives  are  workpeople 
elected  by  their  fellows.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  committees  to 
act  as  a  means  of  communication  between  employers  and  em- 
ployed and  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  latter  in  negotia- 
tions concerning  the  issue  of  workshop  rules. 

The  truck  system. — Sections  115  to  1 19  of  the  industrial  code 
forbid  "  payment  in  kind  "  except  food  at  cost  price,  housing 
and  use  of  land  at  the  local  rent,  fuel  and  light,  regular  suste- 
nance (^Bekostigung)  t  medicine  and  medical  attendance,  and  tools 
and  materials  required  in  the  work,  these  being  supplied  at  the 
cost  price.  The  impounding  of  wages  is  also  forbidden  in  the 
case  of  private  individuals. 

In  the  event  of  the  insolvency  of  an  employer,  the  wages  of 
his  workpeople  for  an  antecedent  periocj.  of  twelve  months  con- 
stitute a  preferred  claim  on  his  estate. 

Apprenticeship, — Special  provisions  are  introduced  in  the  in- 
dustrial code  relating  to  the  apprentices  of  tradesmen  and 
handicraftsmen  (sections  126  to  133).  They  contain  regula- 
tions for  the  proper  training  of  apprentices,  for  their  physical 
and  moral  welfare,  as  well  as  for  journeyman  and  master  exami- 
nations in  the  case  of  handicrafts. 

The  inspection  of  factories. — Finally,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  factory  inspectors  to  see  to  the  due  observance 
of  most  of  the  provisions  of  the  industrial  code.  Though  no 
law  expressly  requires  it,  many  of  these  officials  endeavor  to 
cultivate  personal  contact  with  the  working  classes,  with  a  view 
to  assuring  themselves  more  fully  that  the  regulations  and 
measures  provided  for  the  protection  of  labor  are  faithfully 
complied  with.  Since  1890  the  factory  inspectors  have  been 
authorized  to  supervise  not  only  factories  and  workshops  but  all 
places  of  industry  {Gewerbebetriebe)  and  handicraft  {Kleinge- 
werbe),  but  not  places  of  business  (Hande/sgewerbe),  the  latter 
falling  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  police  authority. 

Insurance  against  sickness^  accident,  old  age  and  invalidity. 
— ^With  few  exceptions  the  industrial  wage-earners  of  Ger- 
many are  compulsorily  insured  against  the  four-fold  risk  of 
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loss  of  earning  power  by  sickness,  by  accident,  by  old  age  and  by 
permanent  invalidity  from  any  cause  whatever.  To  other  classes 
of  employees  who  are  not  compelled  to  insure,  the  right  to  do  so 
may  be  extended  by  municipal  decree  or  communal  resolution. 
Where  insurance  against  sickness  is  obligatory,  it  begins  with 
the  employment  of  the  worker  and  is  independent  of  age  and 
sex.  Even  children  who  are  still  of  school  age  but  who  regu- 
larly work  during  a  portion  of  the  day  may  be  insured.  The 
insurance  is  broken,  however,  when  employment  ceases,  to  be 
renewed  when  employment  begins  again.  The  law  provides  for 
a  minimum  benefit,  which  consists  of  free  medical  attendance 
and  medicine,  with  spectacles,  bandages  and  surgical  appliances,, 
from  the  beginning  of  sickness ;  and  in  the  event  of  incapacity 
for  work,  sick  pay  to  the  extent  of  half  the  daily  wages  on  which 
the  contributions  have  been  based.  The  first  two  days  of  sick- 
ness are  called  "  waiting  "  days,  and  during  this  time  {Karenz- 
zeii)  no  pay  is  given,  though  the  waiting  time  may  be  disre- 
garded if  the  members  of  the  sick  fund  are  so  minded.  The 
longest  period  for  which  sick  pay  is  granted  is  twenty-six  weeks, 
after  which,  should  incapacity  continue,  the  liability  is  trans- 
ferred to  the  accident  insurance  fund,  though  medical  attend- 
ance may  continue  for  a  year.  The  sick  pay  is,  as  a  rule,  for 
workdays  only,  but  it  may  be  claimed  for  Sundays  and  festivals 
when  employees  are  liable  to  work  on  those  days.  A  council 
may  also  decide  to  pay  for  every  day  in  the  week.  The  basis 
of  contribution  and  benefit  is  ordinarily  either  the  wages  of  local 
day  labor  or  the  average  wages  of  the  industry  or  trade  to  which 
the  insured  workpeople  belong,  with  a  maximum  of  four  marks 
per  day,  so  that  the  sick  pay  cannot  exceed  two  marks  daily 
unless  the  insured  are  divided  into  classes  according  to  their 
earnings,  when  the  actual  mean  wages  of  each  class  are  taken 
as  a  basis,  with  a  maximum  of  five  marks,  and  the  benefit  may 
amount  to  2.50  marks.  Special  benefits  are  secured  to  women 
in  childbirth,  and  funeral  money  also  is  paid.  Nursing  may  be 
given  in  hospital  instead  of  sick  money,  though  even  then  an 
allowance  may  be  made  to  the  family.  The  contributions  are 
paid  to  the  extent  of  two-thirds  by  the  insured  and  one-third  by 
their   employers.     In  the  case  of   communal   sick  funds,  the 
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workpeople's  premiums  may  not  as  a  rule  exceed  one  and  one- 
half  per  cent  of  the  local  wages  of  day  laborers,  but  an  increase 
to  three  per  cent  is  permitted  where  the  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  insurance  funds  require  it.  In  the  case  of  the  organized 
compulsory  funds,  the  premiums  may  not  as  a  rule  exceed 
three  per  cent  of  the  wages  taken  as  the  basis  of  contribution, 
whichever  method  of  calculation  be  adopted,  so  long  as  the  relief 
granted  does  not  exceed  the  minimum.  When  a  higher  scale  of 
relief  is  given  four  per  cent  of  the  wages  may  be  levied.  In 
every  case  the  employer  pays  one-half  as  much  as  his  work- 
people. By  permission  of  the  higher  administrative  authority 
the  contributions  may  be  graduated  according  to  "  danger 
classes,"  save  in  communal  insurance.  No  premiums  are  pay- 
able as  long  as  sick  relief  is  received.  The  workpeople  have  a 
large  share  in  the  management  of  the  sick  funds,  except  in  the 
case  of  communal  funds,  .where  the  local  administrative  body 
takes  entire  charge  and  entire  responsibility. 

The  accident  insurance  laws  embrace  in  general  all  kinds  of 
employment  to  which  sickness  insurance  applies  and  some 
others,  and  here  too  extensions  are  allowable.  The  employees 
are  divided  into  "  danger  classes,"  and  the  premiums  levied  are 
fixed  accordingly  in  a  *'  danger  tariff."  The  workman  makes 
no  contributions ;  the  employer  bears  the  whole  liability.  The 
compensation  payable  in  case  of  injury  begins  only  at  the  ex- 
piration]^of  thirteen  weeks  after  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,, 
the  sick  fund  or  the  individual  employer  being  responsible  in 
the  interval ;  after  that  time  the  trade  association  provides  all 
requisite  medical  attendance,  medicine  and  other  curative  treat- 
ment, and  also  pays  a  weekly  pension  {Rented  so  long  as  in- 
capacity lasts,  the  amount  depending  on  the  yearly  earnings  of 
the  injured  person  and  the  degree  to  which  his  earning  power 
has  been  depreciated.  The  year's  earnings  are  taken  at  300 
times  the  average  daily  wage,  though  where  from  the  nature  of  his 
occupation  a  man  works  either  more  or  less  than  300  days  this 
number  is  increased  or  decreased  accordingly.  The  full  pension 
(  Vollrente)  is  two-thirds  of  the  yearly  wages  so  computed ;  and 
this  is  given  in  case  of  complete  incapacity  to  work.  A  smaller 
percentage  is  given  where  the  earning  capacity  is  not  completely 
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destroyed ;  thus,  where  the  earning  capacity  is  diminished  by 
one-half,  50  per  cent  of  the  full  pension  or  one-third  of  the 
yearly  earnings  is  g^iven.  In  place  of  free  attendance  and  a 
pension,  an  injured  man  may  be  g^iven  gratuitous  treatment  at  a 
hospital,  and  then  the  nearest  relatives  receive  the  same  pension 
to  which  they  would  have  a  claim  in  case  of  the  man's  death ; 
but  the  trade  association  may  at  its  discretion  grant  even  more 
than  this.  Should  death  follow  as  the  result  of  accident,  "  death 
money"  is  paid,  to  the  extent  of  one-fifteenth  of  the  yearly 
earnings,  with  a  minimum  of  50  marks,  together  with  pensions 
to  the  relatives  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  60  per  cent  of 
the  deceased's  earnings. 

The  obligation  to  insure  against  old  age  and  invalidity  is  im- 
posed on  workers  who  have  completed  their  sixteenth  year  and 
work  for  wages  or  salary,  and  no  fixed  period  of  employment  is 
necessary  as  a  prior  condition.  The  receipt  of  a  pension  de- 
pends on  three  conditions:  the  payment  of  the  prescribed 
statutory  contribution,  the  observance  of  the  prescribed  "  waiting 
time "  of  2CX)  weeks  in  the  case  of  an  invalidity  pension  and 
1 200  weeks  in  the  case  of  an  old  age  pension,  and  the  occurrence 
of  inability  to  earn  a  livelihood  at  the  prescribed  age  of  qualifi- 
cation, viz.,  the  completed  seventieth  year.  There  are  three  con- 
tributions :  equal  payments  by  the  employer  and  the  insured 
workpeople  and  a  subsidy  of  50  marks  by  the  empire  towards 
every  pension  granted.  The  premiums  are  payable  for  every 
week  of  work,  and  the  insured  are  divided  into  five  wage-classes, 
for  which  the  weekly  premiums  (payable  half  by  the  worker 
and  half  by  the  employer)  are : 


I  St  class, 

up  to 

350  marks, 

14  pfennigs 

2nd    •• 

3Soto 

SSo     " 

20      •• 

3rd    " 

SSoto 

850     •' 

24       «• 

4th    •• 

850  to 

1x50     ** 

30       •• 

Sth    ** 

over 

1150     " 

36       - 

The  class  to  which  a  man  belongs  does  not  depend  on  his  actual 
yearly  earnings ;  the  usual  basis  is  300  times  the  daily  wages  of 
the  class  of  work  insured,  but  the  earnings  may  be  computed 
differently.     The  premiums  are  levied  in  the  form  of  stamps  is- 
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sued  by  the  various  insurance  institutions,  by  post  offices  and  by 
special  sale  agencies.  These  stamps  are  affixed  to  receipt  cards, 
which  the  insured  is  bound  under  penalty  to  keep.  The  cards 
have  places  for  fifty-two  or  more  stamps,  and  must  be  exchanged 
for  new  ones  when  filled  up.  As  a  rule  the  employer  deducts 
the  premium  weekly,  and  when  wages  are  paid  the  stamps  must 
be  affixed  for  the  time  covered  by  the  wages  or  otherwise  as  may 
by  provided.  The  invalidity  premium  is  an  initial  sum  of  60 
marks  for  the  first  wage-class,  70  marks  for  the  second,  80 
marks  for  the  third,  90  marks  for  the  fourth  and  100  marks  for 
the  fifth,  with  an  imperial  subsidy  of  50  marks  in  each  case,  mak- 
ing 1 10,  120,  130,  140,  and  150  marks  respectively.  This,  how- 
ever, is  the  minimum,  and  the  pensions  may  be  increased  ac- 
cording to  the  duration  of  contribution,  until  they  reach  a  maxi- 
mum (after  50  years)  of  185,  270,  330,  390  and  450  marks  in 
the  five  classes.  When  an  insured  person  is  sick,  so  that  inability 
to  work  is  apprehended,  the  insurance  institution  may  incur  in  his 
behalf  the  cost  of  curative  treatment  and  may,  with  his  consent, 
send  him  to  a  sanatorium  or  convalescent  home,  and  while  he 
is  there  half  sick-pay  may  be  granted. 

The  old  age  pension  may  be  claimed  on  the  completion 
of  the  seventieth  year  in  case  the  other  conditions  have  been 
complied  with.  It  consists  of  the  imperial  subsidy  of  50  marks 
plus  60  marks  in  the  first  wages  class,  90  marks  in  the  second, 
100  marks  in  the  third,  150  marks  in  the  fourth  and  180  marks 
in  the  fifth,  making  together  no,  140,  170,  200  and  230  marks 
respectively.  All  pensions  are  paid  through  the  local  post 
offices. 

The  trade  guilds. — ^While  many  of  the  rights  of  employees  in 
handicrafts  and  trades  other  than  those  embraced  in  factory 
industry  are  affirmed  in  statutes  common  to  the  entire  wage-earn- 
ing class,  as  has  been  seen  in  the  foregoing  review  of  the 
industrial  code  and  the  insurance  laws,  the  organization  and 
regulation  of  the  modern  trade  guilds  are  matter  of  special 
legislation. 

The  purposes  of  these  guilds  are :  ( i )  the  cultivation  of  esprit 
de  corps  and  the  maintenance  and  strengthening  of  class  dignity 
{Siandesehre)    amongst   members;   (2)    the  furtherance  of   a 
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friendly  relationship  between  masters  and  journeymen  and  the 
provision  of  lodging-houses  for  travelling  workmen  and  of  a  sys- 
tem of  labor  registration;  (3)  the  regulation  of  the  apprentice- 
ship system  and  care  for  the  technical,  industrial  and  moral  train- 
ing of  the  apprentices ;  (4)  the  determination  of  disputes  between 
the  members  of  the  guilds  and  their  apprentices  by  courts  of 
arbitration;  and  (5)  the  establishment  of  funds  to  provide  in- 
surance against  sickness,  accident,  old  age  and  invalidity — this, 
however,  in  conformity  with  the  general  insurance  laws. 

Membership  in  a  guild  is  confined  to  the  following  classes  of 
persons :  ( i )  those  who  carry  on  independently  within  the  district 
of  the  guild  a  trade  of  the  kind  for  which  the  guild  is  formed ; 
(2)  those  who  are  employed  as  overseers  or  in  a  similar  capacity 
in  a  large  undertaking  belonging  to  the  said  trade;  (3)  those 
who  have  been  members  under  the  foregoing  definitions,  but 
have  ceased  so  to  be,  and  who  carry  on  no  other  industrial  oc- 
cupation ;  and  (4)  handicraftsmen  {Handwerker)  employed  for 
wages  in  agricultural  or  industrial  undertakings.  Other  persons 
.  may  be  admitted  to  honorary  membership  only.  A  guild  court 
of  arbitration  (Schiedsgericht)  must  consist  of  at  least  a  presi- 
dent and  two  assessors,  the  latter  as  well  as  their  deputies  being 
taken  in  moieties  from  the  members  of  the  guild  and  from  the 
journeymen  and  workmen  in  their  employ.  The  president  is 
nominated  by  the  controlling  authority  and  need  not  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  guild.  A  court  must  come  together  within  eight 
days  of  a  request  for  its  mediation,  failing  which  the  petitioner 
may  resort  to  the  industrial  courts  {Gewerbegerickte)  or  to  the 
ordinary  civil  courts.  Decisions  of  these  guild  courts,  as  of  the 
guild  itself,  acquire  force  of  law  {Rechtskraft)  unless  within  a 
month  one  of  the  parties  concerned  should  appeal  to  the 
"  ordinary  court."  In  certain  disputes,  and  where  the  judgment 
does  not  exceed  100  marks,  the  decision  may  be  executed  at 
once  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  debtor  would  be  seriously 
injured,  and  it  may  also  be  suspended  when  security  is  given. 
It  is  also  provided  (by  section  100  of  the  industrial  code)  that 
for  the  protection  of  the  common  interest  of  handicrafts  of  an 
identical  or  cognate  kind  the  higher  administrative  authorities 
may,  on  the  petition  of  a  majority  of  those  concerned,  order 
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the  formation  of  compulsory  guilds,  to  which  all  the  correlated 
handicraftsmen  of  the  district  must  belong. 

Industrial  courts  of  arbitration. — ^The  boards  of  arbitration 
which  exist  in  connection  with  the  trade  guilds  are  compara- 
tively restricted  in  jurisdiction,  beneficial  though  their  concilia- 
tory work  is.  Wider  in  scope  are  the  industrial  courts  which 
have  been  created  under  the  law  of  July  29,  1890  (^Gesetz 
betreffend  die  Gewerbegerichte) ,  and  which  now  form  an  in- 
valuable part  of  the  machinery  of  industry,  facilitating  harmoni- 
ous relationships  in  many  cases  where  formerly  the  only  medium 
of  adjustment  was  the  ordinary  civil  court. 

The  industrial  courts  may  be  formed  either  by  the  communes 
(  Gemeinden)  or  the  communal  unions  {Kotntnunalverbande)  for 
the  districts  under  their  jurisdiction.  Where  a  court  is  not 
so  established  employers  and  workpeople  (either  or  both)  may 
set  the  law  in  operation  by  requisition  to  the  communal  or  pro- 
vincial authorities ;  and  where  these  authorities  fail  to  act,  the 
higher  administrative  organs  of  the  state  may  intervene  to  com- 
pel the  application  of  the  law. 

These  tribunals  are  competent  to  deal  with  disputes  between* 
employers  and  employed  regarding  {a)  wages  questions,  {b) 
deductions  and  fines  by  reason  of  defective  work,  (r)  terms  of 
notice  on  both  sides,  (^/)  the  giving  of  certificates,  {e)  the  sick- 
money  payable  by  workpeople,  and  (/)  disputes  which  may  arise 
among  workpeople  in  regard  to  work  done  in  common.  Where 
the  matter  in  dispute  does  not  exceed  100  marks  in  value,  the 
decision  of  the  industrial  court  is  final,  and  only  in  the  case  of 
larger  amounts  is  appeal  to  the  ordinary  courts  of  law  permis- 
sible. A  great  recommendation  of  these  courts  is  the  cheap- 
ness of  procedure.     There  is  but  one  fee,  as  follows : 

For  claims  of  20  marks  and  under,    i        mark ; 
**         **         20  to  50  marks  1.50  marks ; 

**         ••         50  to  100  marks  3       marks ; 

and  afterwards  three  marks  per  100  marks  up  to  a  maximum  of 
30  marks.  It  is,  however,  within  the  power  of  local  authorities 
to  make  the  courts  free. 

A  further  function  of  the  industrial  court  is  that  of  a  board 
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of  conciliation  {Einigungsamt) .  The  constitution  of  such  a  body 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  ordinary  court — a  president  and  at 
least  four  other  members,  two  being  employers  and  two  work- 
people. Parties  privy  to  a  dispute  are  ineligible  for  election. 
Here  the  judicial  powers  of  the  court  do  not  apply ;  as  a  board 
of  conciliation  the  court  can  only  endeavor  to  bring  discordant 
views  into  harmony. 

The  law  regarding  strikes, — In  judging  of  the  liberty  which 
the  working  classes  of  Germany  enjoy  to  further  their  interests 
by  the  method  of  the  strike,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  give  the  bare 
letter  of  the  law.  So  much  depends  on  the  application  of  the 
law  by  the  judges  and  such  a  variety  of  interpretation  and  usage 
prevails,  that  it  is  only  by  the  examination  of  judicial  decisions 
that  the  actual  state  of  the  law  can  be  learned. 

There  exists  no  legal  right  to  proclaim  an  embargo  upon  an 
industrial  concern  in  which  employer  and  workpeople  are  in 
conflict ;  and  while  it  has  been  found  that  the  same  end  can  be 
attained  by  the  employment  of  ingenuity  in  phrasing,  there  have 
been  frequent  convictions  of  labor  leaders  who  have  openly 
"  boycotted  " — the  word  has  long  been  introduced  in  the  Ger- 
man vocabulary  of  labor — employers  through  the  press.  The 
mere  threat  of  a  strike  or  **  boycott"  in  the  eventuality  of  an 
employer  not  falling  in.  with  conditions  proposed  by  his  work- 
people has  been  punished  as  a  misdemeanor  under  section  253 
of  the  penal  code,  which  provides : 

Whoever  constrains  {notigt)  another  by  force  or  threat  to  any  act, 
toleration  or  omission  {Handiung^  Duldungoder  Unteriassung)  in  order 
to  procure  for  himself  or  a  third  party  an  illegal  pecuniary  advantage 
{rechtswidriger  Vermdgensvortheil)  is  punishable  with  imprisonment 
of  not  less  than  a  month.     The  attempt  itself  is  punishable. 

Courts  of  law  have  in  isolated  cases  interpreted  the  summary 
demand  of  higher  wages  as  an  endeavor  to  procure  an  "  illegal 
pecuniary  advantage " ;  and,  what  is  less  singular,  workpeople 
have  been  committed  for  having  appealed  to  their  colleagues  in 
open  meeting  to  cease  work  without  giving  notice.  In  the  lat- 
ter case  the  offence  alleged  has  been  the  incitement  to  illegality 
in  the  form  of  breach  of  contract,  bringing  the  workers  into 
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conflict  with  section  no  of  the  penal  code,  which  prescribes  a 
fine  not  exceeding  600  marks  or  imprisonment  up  to  two  years 
by  way  of  punishment.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that 
breach  of  contract  as  such  entails  punishment.  It  may,  how- 
ever, justify  a  compensatory  fine,  under  sections  1 19a  and  124b 
of  the  industrial  code,  which  provide  that  where  an  employee 
leaves  work  illegally,  the  employer  may  retain  a  week's  wages 
at  the  most  by  way  of  indemnity  {Ersatz),  in  which  case  no. 
further  claim  for  damages  may  be  made  under  the  civil  law. 

The  method  of  exclusive  dealing  is  largely  resorted  to  by  the 
working  classes  in  the  assertion  of  their  economic  claims  and  in 
the  prosecution  of  their  perpetual  endeavor  after  class  solidarity. 
In  general  the  law  has  tolerated  the  tacit  and  unacknowledged 
"  boycotting "  of  employers  and  of  public  places  of  assembly 
(like  meeting  halls  and  licensed  premises)  obnoxious  to  the 
workers ;  though,  here  too,  there  are  exceptions  according  to 
the  law  of  the  various  states  and  the  interpretation  of  the  law 
by  different  tribunals  of  first  instance. 

A  full  consideration  of  the  law  of  coalition  and  public  meet- 
ing would  carry  us  into  the  domain  of  politics.  It  may  be  said, 
however,  that  a  valuable  franchise  is  secured  to  the  majority  of 
wage-earners  (not,  however,  to  agricultural  laborers,  domestic 
servants  and  several  other  classes  of  employees)  by  section  152 
of  the  industrial  code,  which  declares : 

An  prohibitions  and  penal  regulations  against  industrial  employers » 
industrial  assistants,  journeymen  or  factory  operatives  regarding  agree- 
ments and  combinations  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  more  favorable 
conditions  of  wages  and  of  work,  particularly  by  means  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  work  or  the  dismissal  of  workpeople ,  are  repealed. 

This  right  to  combine  for  economic  ends  does  not,  however, 
extend  to  political  action,  in  regard  to  which  the  restrictions 
are,  in  most  German  states,  very  severe.  Not  only  so,  but  trade 
coalitions  are  hampered  at  every  turn,  owing  to  the  arbitrary 
way  in  which  the  police  proceed  against  organizations  of  this 
kind  as  illegal  political  combinations. 

William  Harbutt  Dawson. 

Skipton,  England. 


THE  PHIUPPINES  AND  THE  FILIPINOS.* 

IF  mere  quantity  of  printed  material  would  suffice  to  bring  about  a 
general  consensus  of  public  opinion  regarding  the  Philippines,  the 
Filipinos  and  everything  connected  with  our  "Philippine  problem," 
we  ought  to  have  reached  such  a  stage  long  since.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  very  quantity  of  matter  printed,  as  well  as  the  contra- 
dictory character  of  much  of  the  evidence  presented,  has  helped  to 
bring  about  a  very  considerable  confusion  of  ideas.  One  of  the  evils 
of  our  Philippine  experience  has  been  that  news  and  information  and 
discussion  have  come  like  epidemics.  Let  two  or  three  or  more  edi- 
tors of  peiiodicals  seize  upon  some  sensation  of  the  moment,  and  the 
rest  of  the  flock  are  moved  to  seek  instantly  for  material  to  print  along 
the  same  1  ne— often  without  regard  for  its  source  and  character.  The 
past  year  and  a  half  has  brought  forth  too,  an  unusual  proportion  of 
treatises  upon  the  Philippines.  We  are  forcibly  reminded  that  our 
Philippine  governmental  undertaking  is  no  longer  a  mere  infant  by  the 
rather  comprehensive  criticisms  made  of  it  by  Mr.  Alleyne  Ireland,  an 
Englishman,  and  Professor  H.  Parker  Willis,  an  American  citizen. 
Some  of  their  criticisms  go  to  the  very  foundation  of  our  new  structure 
of  Philippine  government.  That  government  has  had  no  really  careful 
criticism  before ;  hence  there  is  a  marked  tendency  among  the  op- 
ponents of  American  rule  in  the  Philippines  to  accept  these  arraign- 
ments as  authoritative.  The  charges  now  brought  against  it  of  extrav- 
agance and  inefficiency — ^by  Professor  Willis,  of  tyranny  also — therefore 
merit  special  attention. 

» The  Far  Eastern  Tropics.  By  Alleyne  Ireland.  New  York,  Houghton,  Mifflin 
A  Co.,  iQOS.—vii,  339  pp. 

Our  Philippine  Problem.  A  Study  of  American  Colonial  Policy.  By  Henry 
Parker  Willis.     New  York,  Henry  Holt  &  Co.,  1905  — xiii,  479  pp. 

Labor  Conditions  in  the  Philippines.  By  Victor  S.  Qark.  Bulletin  of  the  Bureau 
of  Labor,  no.  58.    Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  May,  1905. — 185  pp. 

A  History  of  the  Philippines.  By  David  P.  Barrows.  New  York,*  American  Book 
Co.,  1905.— 332  pp. 

Philippine  Ethnological  Survey — Vol.  i:  The  Bontoc  Igorot.  By  Albert  Ernest 
Jenks— Vol.  ii:  The  Negritos  of  Zambales,  by  William  Allen  Heed;  I1ie  Nabaloi 
Dialect,  by  Otto  Scheerer;  The  Bataks  of  Palawan,  by  Edward  Y.  Miller  and  others. 
— Vol.  iii:  Augustinian  Relations  of  the  Races  of  Northern  Luzon — ^Vol.  iv,  Part  i: 
Studies  in  Moro  History,  Law  and  Religion.  By  Najeeb  M.  Saleeby. — ^The  Govern- 
ment Press,  Manila,  1903-05. 

288 


Vo.  2]  PHILIPPINES  AND  FIUPINOS  289 

Before  we  accept  anyone  as  an  authority  upon  the  Philippines  and 
the  Filipinos,  past  or  present,  we  have  a  right  to  demand  either  that  he 
shall  have  gone  very  thoroughly  into  the  bibliography  of  the  subject — 
which  has  been  accumulating  for  nearly  four  hundred  years — or  that  he 
shall  have  had  very  considerable  experience  among  the  people  them- 
selves. So  ^r  as  possible,  of  course,  the  qualifications  of  the  library- 
worker  should  be  blended  with  the  observations  of  the  •*  man  on  the 
spot."  Both  Mr.  Ireland  and  Mr.  Willis  had  very  brief  and  inadequate 
experience  in  the  Philippines ;  neither  of  them  spent  more  than  a  few 
months  in  the  islands.  The  former,  apparently,  does  not  speak  or  read 
Spanish,  and  he  had  no  contact  with  the  Filipinos.  Yet  he  has  as- 
sumed that  he  can  safely  disregard  the  history  of  over  three  centuries  of 
Spanish  social,  political  and  religious  influence  upon  the  people,  and 
can  know  their  capacities  and  aspirations  from  what  he  has  heard  or 
read  about  other  Malay  peoples.*  He  has  not  devoted  careful  atten- 
tion to  the  bibliography  of  the  Philippines  even  since  they  came  under 
American  rule.  This,  at  least,  Mr.  Willis  has  done  ;  but,  without  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  Philippine  past  and  without  sufficient  experience 
on  the  ground  to  qualify  him  to  interpret  many  conditions  of  Filipino 
life  today,  Mr.  Willis  often  draws  unfounded  conclusions  and  passes 
criticisms  which  seem  to  rest  upon  an  initial  bias.  He  is  always  an 
antagonist  of  the  American  government  in  the  Philippines,  and  he  is 
thus  led  to  blame  political  acts  or  institutions  for  many  evils  whose 
causes  lie  deeply  embedded  in  social  conditions.  His  personal  attitude 
will  deserve  special  consideration,  after  the  main  points  in  his  argument 
have  been  considered. 

It  would  be  difficult  not  to  concur  in  the  broader  statements  and 
conclusions  of  Mr.  Willis's  chapter  on  the  Philippine  civil  service. 
Both  economy  and  justice  to  the  Filipinos  demand  a  very  great  reduc- 
tion of  the  force  of  American  employees  and  some  reduction,  also,  of 
the  number  of  officials.  Even  more  vital  is  it  that  the  character  of  the 
representatives  of  America  in  the  islands  shall  be  very  considerably 
raised  in  the  average  over  what  it  is  at  present.  This  is  perhaps  the 
sorest  spot  in  the  present  Philippine  situation,  and  with  it  all  other 

*  Mr.  Ireland's  book  is  (as  he  disarms  criticism  by  saying)  only  a  collection  of  jour- 
nalistic contributions.  It  deals  with  certain  tropical  possessions  of  Great  Britain, 
Holland  and  France  as  well  as  the  United  States,  mostly  among  the  Malay  people. 
He  proposes  soon  to  devote  to  the  Philippines  one  large  volume  of  a  series  upon  the 
same  colonies.  For  this  reason,  and  since  his  criticisms  on  economic  and  fiscal 
matters  are  endorsed  and  expanded  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Willis,  I  shall  not,  in  this 
article,  pay  special  attention  to  Mr.  Ireland's  preliminary  treatise. 
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sources  of  dissatis^ction  are  intimately  involved.  The  fundamental 
importance  of  this  point  is  strikingly  shown  in  the  ^iluie,  down  to  the 
present  time,  of  the  constabulary  and  the  very  notable  success  of  the 
American  educational  program.  The  difference  lies  very  largely  in  the 
average  character  of  the  Americans  employed  in  the  two  forces. 

Mr.  Willis's  statements  of  fact  regarding  the  Philippine  civil  service 
cannot,  however,  be  implicitly  accepted.  His  table  (p.  59)»  as  will  be 
explained  presently ,  does  not  give  a  correct  impression  of  the  relative 
numbers  of  Filipino  and  of  American  employees.  His  figures,  more« 
over,  are  for  December,  1903,  and  were  thus  a  year  and  a  half  old 
when  his  book  appeared.  The  tendency  to  an  increase  in  the  propor- 
tion of  Filipino  employees  has  since  been  furthered  by  the  cuts  made 
last  year  in  the  miming  expenses  of  the  government  bureaus.  The 
present  program ,  it  is  true ,  is  still  not  radical  enough ;  it  only  skims 
the  surface  and  does  not  strike  down  deeply  into  the  plan  of  adminis- 
trative organization  which  Mr.  Willis  criticizes  (p.  67).  This  involves 
too  much  **  paper  work,"  too  much  hammering  of  typewriters,  mostly 
operated  by  Americans.  But  there  is  a  logical  cause  for  the  pressure 
from  bureau  chiefs  to  get  as  many  American  clerks  as  possible  ;  it  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  American  language,  office-methods,  accounting  and 
equipment  have  been  introduced  into  Philippine  government.  It  is 
not  merely  a  desire  to  find  salaried  places  for  Americans  which  limits 
the  number  and  proportion  of  Filipino  employees.  If  Mr.  Willis  were 
better  acquainted  with  the  leisurely  and  inefficient  clerical  methods  em- 
ployed under  Spanish  rule  in  the  conduct  of  government  business — and 
also  in  private  business — he  would  perhaps  realize  that  there  is  also  a 
bureau  chief's  side  to  the  story.  A  competent,  energetic  American 
typewriter  and  stenographer,  for  example,  does  more  work  in  half  an 
hour  than  the  ordinary  Filipino  copyist  of  the  old  regime  would  do  in 
an  office  day.  Such  extreme  comparisons  will  not,  in  general,  hold 
today  ;  but  apart  from  the  learning  of  a  new  language,  of  new  methods, 
etc, ,  the  habits  and  the  temperament  of  Filipino  employees  have  not 
been  revolutionized  in  ^yt  years. 

Mr.  Willis's  table  of  employees  in  the  classified  service,  as  has  al- 
ready been  indicated,  does  not  give  at  all  a  fair  idea  of  the  positions 
held  under  the  government  by  Americans  and  Filipinos  respectively. 
While  it  includes  all  American  employees,  even  the  skilled  manual 
laborers,  it  omits  from  consideration  the  following  Filipino  officers  or 
employees,  not  classified  :  some  10,000  elected  municipal  officials,  be- 
sides municipal  employees,  policemen  and  others,  and  in  particular 
about  5,000  Filipino  teachers  and  "apprentice-teachers,"  who  are 
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paid  from  the  town  treasuries  (while  all  American  teachers  are  paid  by 
the  insular  government  and  are  classified  employees)  ;  some  650  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  receiving  fees ;  all  the  enlisted  men  of  the  constabu- 
lary, about  5,000;  and  many  skilled  laborers,  as  well  as  all  Filipino 
day-laborers  employed  by  the  government. 

As  one  who  advocates  an  independent  Filipino  government  in  **  five 
or  ten  years  "  (p.  449),  Mr.  Willis  is  inconsistent  in  echoing  (pp.  54- 
56)  Mr.  Ireland's  criticisms  on  the  Philippine  civil  service  examina- 
tions. It  is,  of  course,  essentially  unfeir  to  compare  the  Philippine  ex- 
amination for  a  clerkship,  which  a  Filipino  is  expected  to  fit  himself  to 
fill,  with  the  examination  of  a  Briton  who  has  pursued  a  special  uni- 
versity course  and  who  is  looking  forward  to  a  life  career  as  an  official 
having  a  fatherly  relation  to  several  thousands  of  people.  The  politi- 
cal program  of  the  two  nations  is  very  different,  and  civil  service  con- 
ditions must  naturally  reflect  the  difference.  Apart  from  this,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  use  in  the  Philippines  the  sort  of  men  who  are  on 
hand  for  the  work  to  be  done  ;  it  would  be  folly  to  sigh  for  a  class  of 
specially  trained  men  who  do  not  exist.  And  what  likelihood  is  there 
for  training  such  a  special  class  unless  a  permanent  career  be  held  out 
to  them?  If  Filipino  participation  in  government  is  to  be  steadily  ex- 
panded, we  should  regard  the  American  employee  as  a  makeshift, 
necessary  for  the  moment  in  spite  of  his  excessive  cost,  but  to  be  re- 
placed by  the  Filipino  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  is  unwise  for  either 
Filipinos  or  others  to  demand  that  Filipino  employees  equipped  only 
in  Spanish  shall  receive  the  same  salaries  which  the  government  is 
obliged  to  pay  to  Americans.  It  would  be  unwise  to  pay  Filipinos  the 
high  salaries  now  drawn  by  Americans  even  when  the  Filipinos  shall 
have  qualified  themselves  for  the  same  positions.  The  wage  scale  of 
American  employees  is  an  abnormally  high  wage  scale  for  Filipino  so- 
ciety ;  why  saddle  it  upon  a  future  government  of  Filipinos?  For 
American  employees  in  the  tropics  it  is  not,  as  Mr.  Willis  thinks,  too 
high ;  it  is  rather  too  low.  The  remedy  lies  in  more  rapidly  reducing 
the  number  of  Americans,  thus  eliminating  a  very  large  percentage  of 
undesirable  and  narrow-minded  men  of  routine ,  and  in  securing  higher- 
grade  men  for  the  fewer  American  positions  by  higher  salaries  and  bet- 
ter selection.  With  this  immediate  end  in  view,  it  may  be  desirable  to 
set  a  higher  standard  for  certain  examinations ;  but  it  is  entirely  im- 
practicable and  undesirable  to  set  up  the  British  colonial  civil  service 
as  a  pattern  for  the  Philippines.  We  must  first  change  our  policy  of 
actively  accelerating  Filipino  self-government. 

Regarding  local  government  in  the  Philippines,  as  discussed  by  Mr. 
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Willis,  two  general  observations  may  be  made  :  (i)  many  of  his  criti- 
cisms upon  the  intervention  of  the  central  government  in  provincial  and 
municipal  affairs  and  of  the  provincial  boards  in  municipal  affairs  are 
based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  American  superior  officials  will,  as 
a  regular  thing,  be  despotic  and  tyrannical ;  and  (2)  he  draws  sweep- 
ing conclusions  as  to  local  self-government  by  the  Filipinos  without 
sufficient  experience  among  them  to  give  his  conclusions  value.  One 
who  knew,  even  superficially,  what  Filipino  local  government,  society 
and  industry  were  like  in  the  past,  could  not  ascribe  the  bossism  of  to- 
day to  the  restricting  of  the  right  of  suffrage  by  the  new  municipal 
code  (p.  81).  You  can  not  kill  bossism  in  such  a  society  by  giving 
the  ballot  to  ignorant  peons  and  dependants ;  the  economic  bosses  are 
thereby  the  more  sure  to  entrench  themselves  as  political  bosses.*  Mr. 
Willis  apparently  thinks  that  the  central  gover^nent  in  the  Philippines 
has  constantly  been  grasping  for  and  absorbing  power  over  the  local 
governments.  It  is  significant,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Commission 
did,  in  ^ct,  in  the  begiiming  try  to  let  go  of  power  which,  bit  by  bit, 
it  has  been  compelled  to  take  up  again  in  the  interest  of  efficiency,  and 
generally  at  the  demand  of  the  Filipinos,  whose  ideal  was  a  centralized, 
supervisory  government  like  that  of  Spain. 

Many  things  favor  the  proposal  to  abolish  the  old  Philippine  prov- 
inces as  political  units,  substituting  larger  and  more  economic  adminis- 
trative units  for  certain  purposes  of  supervision  by  the  central  govern- 
ment, especially  as  regards  revenue,  education,  health  and  public 
works.  Economy  urges  this  move  now,  and  the  time  is  probably  com- 
ing when  it  will  be  yet  more  logical.  Both  Mr.  Willis  and  Mr.  Ire- 
land, however,  entirely  overlook  the  facts  that  these  provinces  have  a 
political  history  of  one,  two  or  three  centuries ;  that,  especially  where 
they  comprise  a  single  island,  they  are  natural  geographical  divisions  ; 
and  that,  in  many  cases,  their  boundaries  correspond  closely  also  with 
tribal  and  dialectical  lines.  The  tribal  and  political  distinctions  will 
tend  to  disappear ;  geographical  lines  must  remain.  The  question  is 
not  one  to  be  settled  with  a  wave  of  the  hand. 

It  is  purely  fantastic  to  assert,  as  does  Mr.  Willis,  that  the  «*  good  " 
class  of  Filipinos  are  not  <<  willing  to  accept  office  as  governors  of 
provinces'*  (p.  84);  there  has  never  been  any  •* holding  back"  on 
the  part  of  Filipinos  of  one  sort  or  another.  We  are  told  (p.  73)  that 
**  the  provincial  and  municipal  govenmient  acts  were  introduced  in 

*  Let  Mr.  Willis  inquire  into  conditions  in  those  Spanish -American  countries,  with 
similar  social  and  industrial  conditions,  where  universal  suffrage  has  theoretically  been 
established. 
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consequence  of  politicial  necessities  at  an  unfavorable  time,  and  were, 
to  say  the  least,  coldly  received  by  the  natives  at  the  outset."  The  re- 
viewer was  on  the  spot  in  province  after  province  as  these  local  govern- 
ments were  organized,  in  1901,  and  he  knows  the  ^cts  to  be  as  con- 
trary to  these  statements  as  can  possibly  be  imagined.  These  and  other 
acts  of  government  accompanying  them  were  the  chief  motives  for 
peace  in  1901.' 

When,  along  with  various  American  political  institutions,  American 
legal  procedure  was  introduced  into  a  country  which  retains  as  its 
substantive  law  in  the  main  the  codified  civil  law  of  Spain,  some  con- 
fusion was  inevitable.  Various  mistakes  were  made  in  the  process, 
none  irremediable  and  none  vital.  Mr.  Willis,  in  his  fifth  chapter, 
grossly  exaggerates  the  confusion.  He  says,  too :  <<  It  would  be 
strange,  indeed,  were  Filipinos  to  prefer  the  American  legal  system  to 
that  which  they  have  learned  through  the  ages  to  accept  and  revere." 
The  Spanish  civil  code  was  not  introduced  into  the  Philippines  until 
1888,  nor  the  Spanish  penal  code  till  1885,  and  to  the  last  days  of 
Spanish  rule  the  islands  lacked  a  code  of  criminal  procedure.  During 
the  preceding  centuries  they  were,  of  course,  under  Spanish  kw  and 
Spanish  judicial  procedure,  but  they  were  in  a  jumble  of  confusion, 
sometimes  approaching  chaos,  on  matters  of  legal  authority.  In  a 
tone  of  contempt,  the  author  belittles  the  introduction  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  into  the  Philippines ;  he  reminds  us  that  under  the  old 
Spanish  law,  which  we  think  so  backward  and  oppressive,  detention 
beyond  twenty-four  hours  without  formulation  of  cause  was  illegal. 
True  ;  but  what  remedy  was  there  for  securing  the  enforcement  of  this 
safeguard?  It  is  a  common  thing  in  Spanish  countries  to  place  upon 
the  statute  book  a  high-sounding  declaration  of  some  **  human  right," 
without  providing  any  practical  process  for  making  it  good.  The 
short-lived  Philippine  Republic  put  these  Spanish  guarantees  into  its 
constitution;  but  they  were  nevertheless  regularly  disregarded,  as  they 
had  been  under  Spanish  rule ,  when  the  politico-military  authority  so  de- 
sired. It  is  noteworthy  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  not  a  theo» 
retical  definition  of  a  right,  but  a  practical  provision  of  a  means  for 
making  the  right  eflFective.  Habeas  corpus  does  not  always**  run" 
today  in  the  Philippines  when  there  is  occasion  for  it,  because  the  peo- 

>  As  for  the  three  provinces  which  were  given  civil  organization  in  1901,  and  then 
had  to  be  returned  temporarily  to  military  control,  they  were  in  each  case  civilly  or- 
ganized against  the  Commission's  judgment  and  upon  the  urgent  request  of  the  mili- 
tary commander,  as  a  *'  measure  calculated  to  pacify  them  "^-excellent  evidence  as 
to  Filipino  desires  at  the  time. 
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pie  are  too  ignorant  or  too  submissive  to  assert  their  rights ;  but  the 
process  for  asserting  their  rights  is  there. 

In  this  chapter  Mr.  Willis  has  also  impugned  the  honesty  of  the 
American  judges  and  of  the  highest  American  officials  in  the  Philippines. 
Many  of  his  statements  of  fact  (pp.  98-119)  are  correct,  and  point  to 
what  the  writer  of  this  review  believes  to  be  the  truth,  w.,  that  several 
of  the  circuit  judges  in  the  Philippines  have  not  shown  themselves  to  be 
sufficiently  independent  of  mind,  and  that  there  has  been  in  some  cases 
too  strong  a  tendency  to  convict  and  a  too  close  concert  of  action  be- 
tween the  judiciary  and  the  prosecuting  and  police  authorities,  which 
are  under  executive  control.  Any  conditions  which  even  threaten  the 
independence  of  the  judiciary,  if  only  in  spirit,  are  matters  of  general 
and  serious  concern,  and  all  suspicion  of  undue  govenunental  influence 
should  speedily  be  removed.  Mr.  Willis,  however,  makes  graver 
charges :  e.  g.y  that  judges  are  assigned  to  special  cases  in  order  to 
secure  convictions,  **a  reliable  judge  meaning  one  unfriendly  to  the 
natives  or  who  can  be  trusted  to  bring  in  a  verdict  of  guilty  * ' ;  and 
that  **  the  word  of  a  native  in  a  case  where  the  interests  of  an  Ameri- 
can or  other  white  man  are  at  stake  is  usually  considered  of  no  value 
whatever"  (pp.  103,  104).  To  substantiate  such  statements  facts 
should  be  adduced ;  but  these  apparently  rest  on  hearsay.  They  are 
simply  intemperate  exaggerations,  for  which  there  is  no  warrant  at  all 
in  the  few  cases  cited  by  the  author.  The  hearsay  with  regard  to 
Judge  Odlin  who,  because  he  rebuked  the  attorney- general  for  presimi- 
ing  to  tell  him,  in  a  case  tried  in  Manila,  what  **  the  Government 
wished,"  is  alleged  to  have  been  compelled  to  retire  from  the  bench  or 
to  accept  an  assignment  to  a  provincial  court  (p.  100,  note),  has  been 
sufficiently  answered  by  Judge  Odlin  himself,  in  a  letter  to  Senator 
Gallinger.     Judge  Odlin  says  : 

There  was  never  an  intimation  to  me  by  Governor  Taft  or  by  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Commission  as  to  any  dissatisfaction  with  my  action  in  the 
Freedom  case.  It  was  never  discussed.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  always 
suspected  that  they  were  pleased  rather  than  displeased.  [Six  months 
afterward  I  decided  to  accept  an  exchange  with  another  judge  and  serve  in 
the  provinces;  I  have  never  regretted  it.  My  resignation  to  take  up  pri- 
vate practice  was  entirely  voluntary.]  The  statement  at  page  102  of  Pro- 
fessor Willis's  book  that  judges  of  an  independent  courage  of  mind  have 
*  •  always  been  socially  ostracized '  *  is  simply  ridiculous.     If  it  were  not  so 

serious,  it  would  cause  laughter  only My  own  experience  justifies  me 

in  saying  that  my  clients  get  just  as  good  a  quality  of  justice  here  in  the 
Philippines  as  they  would  in  New  Hampshire  or  in  Florida  (two  states  well 
known  to  me),  and  with  much  more  promptness  than  in  cither.' 
*  Manila  Times ^  Fcbraary  7,  1906. 
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The  general  remarks  made  above  with  reference  to  Mr.  Willis's 
chapter  on  the  courts  will  apply  to  those  on  public  opinion  and  political 
parties.  The  reviewer  is  inclined  to  agree  with  the  "American 
bishop,"  quoted  anonymously  (p.  166)  as  saying  that  the  **  impatience 
of  criticism  shown  by  the  Commission  ' '  has  been  a  harmful  feature  of 
the  Philippine  situation.  He  would  also  agree  with  the  author  that  any 
official  influence  exerted  secretly  to  prevent  the  proposed  Sandiko  mass- 
meeting  in  faivor  of  independence,  or  any  such  exertion  of  influence  in 
general,  was  and  is  unwise  and  does  more  harm  than  good ;  just  as  the 
official  prosecution  of  El  Renacimiento  last  summer  for  libeling  con- 
stabulary officers  was  politically  a  serious  mistake.  But  Mr.  Willis  is 
quite  too  naive  with  regard  to  the  plans  and  purposes  of  some  of  the 
gentlemen  for  whom  he  appears  to  demand  complete  freedom  of  action ; 
nor  does  he  offer  any  explanation  (pp.  166,  167)  of  the  peculiar  char- 
acter and  effect  of  the  seditious  dramas  which  have  been  suppressed. 
Closer  acquaintance  with  the  character  of  some  of  the  men  involved 
would  shed  a  different  light  for  him  upon  some  of  these  cases  of  <<  op- 
pression "  ;  at  any  rate ,  every  government  is  bound  to  protect  itself ; 
and  where  a  **  public  opinion  "  based  on  widespread  intelligence  and 
general  reading  does  not  exist,  demagogues  and  adventurers  who  are 
'''against  the  govenunent "  must  needs  be  supervised  and  checked. 
This  is,  of  course,  a  delicate  power  and  one  liable  to  abuse ;  but  the 
success  of  our  whole  Philippine  experiment  is  dependent  upon  delicate 
adjustment.  The  Filipinos  are  only  just  learning  how  to  use  the  right 
of  free  speech.  They  are  in  the  first  stages  of  experiment  with  a  press 
of  their  own ,  and  today  barely  fiyt^  per  cent  of  the  civilized  population 
are  readers  of  their  own  press.  Mr.  Willis's  readers  who  derive 
their  information  regarding  the  Philippines  from  him  alone  would  not 
suppose  that  the  Filipino  newspapers  are  steadily  gaining  in  independ- 
ence of  spirit  and  of  opinion ;  that  they  print  every  day  many  criticisms 
and  attacks  upon  governmental  policy  and  action,  sometimes  true  but 
also  sometimes  grossly  inaccurate,  making  assertions  far  beside  the 
mark,  or  indulging  in  personal  insinuations  not  free  from  malice.  The 
implication  (p.  153)  that  there  has  been  any  press  or  cable  censor 
since  civil  government  was  established  is  entirely  unwarranted.  In  the 
face  of  the  voluminous  records,  it  is  hard  to  find  justification  for  the 
remark  (pp.  156,  157)  that  information  from  the  Philippines  **  never 
comes  either  from  the  Philippine  Commission  or  from  the  executive  at 
Washington,  and  Congress  has  found  itself  unable  to  elicit  much  addi- 
tional information."  Mr.  Willis  prefers  to  charge  the  Philippine  ad- 
ministration with  throttling  the  news,  and  does  not  consider  how  ^r  the 
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evils  of  a  poor  American  press  service  are  to  be  charged  to  the  editorial 
theory  that  the  public  is  tired  of  the  Philippines. 

In  his  treatment  of  the  question  of  public  order  (chapter  v),  Mr. 
Willis  has  unconsciously  suggested  a  dilemma  which  it  would  repay  him 
to  consider.  Either  he  is  wrong  in  his  underlying  assumption  that 
ladronism  today  is  really,  in  nature  and  spirit,  the  continuance  of  the 
insurrection  and  of  a  genuine  popular  revolution,  despite  the  fact  that 
this  banditry  is  publicly  repudiated  by  every  responsible  Filipino  leader 
and  by  the  Filipino  press ;  or  else  he  must  admit  that  the  government 
is  bound  to  take  stem  measures  not  only  against  the  obscure  ladrones 
but  against  those  who  aid  and  abet  them ,  above  or  below  in  society. 
That  the  bandit  chiefs  are  often  invested  with  some  popularity,  as  en- 
emies of  more  or  less  irksome  authority,  is  true  today,  as  it  was  true 
when  Jos6  Rizal  wrote  his  Philippine  novels.  Indeed,  the  wars  since 
sustained  against  Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  the  social  unsettling 
thus  produced,  make  this  still  more  the  case  today.  But  some  ac- 
quaintance with  the  character  of  the  bandit  chiefs  would  remove  from 
Mr.  Willis  the  idea  he  seems  to  have  that  they  are  *•  patriots."  And  if 
the  outlawry  and  violence  of  these  men,  and  the  atrocious  deeds  they 
commit  upon  their  fellow- Filipinos,  really  receive  the  approval  of  the 
great  majority  of  those  people,  then  the  prospect  for  the  success  of 
such  a  Filipino  government  as  Mr.  Willis  would  speedily  set  up  is 
remote  indeed.  Really,  this  is  too  harsh  an  accusation  against  the 
Filipino  people.  Aguinaldo's  government  had,  in  its  brief  career,  its 
own  troubles  with  banditry  pure  and  simple,  and  with  free-lance  bush- 
whackers who  disliked  its  control ,  and  it  dealt  with  them  after  a  most 
summary  fashion.  It  is  not  true  that  some  bands  or  outlaws  have  been 
**  better  drilled  and  better  uniformed  than  the  constabulary  **  (p.  127)  ; 
and  no  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  potent  influence  of  terror  in 
making  rural  Filipinos  loath  to  give  evidence  against  bandits  who  prey 
upon  themselves  and  their  property  (p.  128).  Anyone,  Filipino  or  other, 
who  has  been  familiar  with  conditions  in  Cavite  province  in  the  past 
few  years  knows  that  it  is  highly  fanciful  to  speak  of  the  now  dead  out- 
law Felizardo  as  a  **  pacifying  agent  "  (p.  144),  because  he  sometimes 
protected  those  who  paid  him  tribute.  In  large  part,  of  course,  it  must 
be  a  matter  of  personal  opinion  as  to  how  for  **  ladronism  **  today  is 
really  political  rather  than  criminal  in  origin.  But  such  concrete  facts 
as  Mr.  Willis  cites  do  not  warrant  his  sweeping  conclusions.* 

'The  figures  on  page  127,  which  are  drawn  partly  from  Mr.  Ireland,  and  which 
show  almost  half  as  many  Filipino  losses  and  captures  from  constabulary  operations 
in  1903  as  from  guerrilla  warfare  in  1899-1900,  are  complete  figures  for  1 903,  but 
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The  Philippine  law  as  to  ladronism  is  naturally  very  severe  \  death  or 
imprisonment  for  twenty  or  more  years  is  the  punishment.  Such  bands , 
it  should  be  remarked,  invariably  commit  murders,  sometimes  by  the 
wholesale,  and  they  often  administer  brutal  tortures.  Proof  merely  of 
membership  in  such  a  band  has  been  made  sufficient  to  convict.  Ten 
to  twenty  years'  imprisonment  is  also  prescribed  for  those  who  aid  or 
abet  the  outlaws  by  giving  them  information  or  supplies  of  any  sort  or 
by  receiving  their  stolen  goods.  Mr.  Willis  apparently  believes  these 
penalties  too  harsh;  it  is  rather  puerile,  however,  to  criticize  the  sec- 
tion as  to  aiding  or  abetting  outlawry  by  saying  that  '*  relations  between 
alleged  brigands  and  members  of  their  families  thus  became  a  criminal 
offence  "  (p.  129).  There  have  been  instances  of  revenge  and  spite- 
work  on  the  part  of  the  secret  police,  who  were  a  bad  inheritance  of 
spies  taken  over  by  the  American  police  authorities  from  the  Spanish 
regime  of  secret  denunciations,  but  the  following  is  a  most  extreme 
statement:  "  Philippine  society  is  literally  honeycombed  by  the  secret 
service,  and  no  one  can  feel  safe  for  an  instant,  whether  guilty  or  inno- 
cent" (p.  146).  If  it  is  proper  to  consider  all  highway  crimes  com- 
mitted in  the  Philippines  as  due  merely  to  the  effort  to  shake  off  a  for- 
eign yoke,  Spanish  or  American,  then  the  proportion  of  **  political  " 
prisoners  in  Bilibid  should  be  very  much  higher  than  the  author,  by 
some  occult  method  of  guess-work  with  the  figures,  sets  it  (pp.  135- 
138).  He  has  also  exaggerated  (pp.  1 31-133)  the  hardships  wrought 
by '*  reconcentration."  The  100,000  reconcentrados  of  Batangas  do 
not  belong  in  his  table  of  those  **  affected  by  this  policy  under  civil 
government,"  since  Batangas  was  then  under  full  military  government, 
with  Malvar  in  the  field.  He  has  accepted  a  random  observer's  figure 
of  300,000  reconcentrados  in  Albay  in  1903 ;  there  are  only  240,000 
people  in  Albay  province,  and  many  of  them  were  not  directly  affected. 
His  total  of  reconcentrados  should  be  about  150,000  instead  of  45 1 ,000. 
The  hemp  loss  of  Albay  was  much  less  than  indicated ;  Mr.  Willis's 
own  footnote  reference  shows  that  shipments  were  afterward  speedily 
resumed ;  and  the  drought  of  that  year  played  its  part  in  producing 
what  loss  there  was.^ 

not  for  (be  period  of  active  warfare,  when  killed  and  wounded  were  not  all  reported. 
Moreover,  »uch  reports  were  in  1903  complete  for  every  town  and  barrio  in  the  arch- 
ipelago, while  in  November,  1899,  the  American  army  occupied  only  central  Luzon 
north  of  Manila,  bad  spread  over  the  archipelago  only  by  April,  1900,  and  never 
reached  all  the  towns. 

'  We  get  further  innght  into  Mr.  Willis's  peculiar  methods  in  connection  with  his 
use  (pp.  142-144)  of  a  document  purporting  to  grant  immunity  upon  surrender  to  the 
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With  the  general  conclusions  of  the  author  regarding  the  constabu- 
lary (p.  149) — ^with  the  statements,  at  least,  that  it  has  frequently 
proved  inefficient,  that  it  contains  a  large  proportion  of  unfit  officials 
and  men  and  that  it  has  too  often  committed  abuses— one  may  agree  ; 
and  yet  such  an  arraignment  is  but  one-sided  after  all.  Whatever  be 
the  means  and  methods  adopted  to  preserve  public  order  in  the  Philip- 
pines, some  degree  of  evil  and  abuse  will  inevitably  be  associated  with 
them.  The  underlying  reasons  lie  in  the  past  (and  especially  in  the 
recent  history)  of  the  Filipinos  and  in  their  present  social  conditions. 
The  mass  of  the  people  do  not  know  their  rights,  and  even  those  who 
know  them  rarely  have  the  valor  to  assert  them.  An  ignorant  people, 
prone  to  lick  the  hand  of  their  political  or  industrial  masters  and  corre- 
spondingly prone  to  abuse  authority  over  their  fellows  when  they  obtain 
it,  presents,  first  and  above  all  else,  a  problem  of  education. 

Mr.  Willis  is  not  so  positive  as  is  Mr.  Ireland  that  the  first  duty  of 
the  Philippine  schools  is  to  give  industrial  training  rather  than  ele- 
mentary training  of  the  mind.  But  he  is  very  sure  that  every  move 
made  in  the  American  educational  program  has  given  evidence  of  gross 
bungling  and  incompetence.  His  discussion  reads  like  a  contribution 
from  one  of  the  dissatisfied  American  teachers,  who  shirked  an  oppor- 
tunity as  great  as  is  offered  anywhere  in  the  world  to  do  genuine  mis- 
sionary work  and  who  came  home  to  scold  about  the  mistakes  of  those 
in  authority.  We  read  that  the  **  more  competent  "  teachers  generally 
improve  the  first  opportunity  to  come  home  (p.  233);  that  **in  a 
large  number  of  cases ' '  teachers  have  turned  out  to  be  inefficient  or 
objectionable  (p.  233)  ;  that  the  **  school  system  as  a  whole  is  wretch- 
edly equipped,  miserably  housed  and  badly  officered  "  (p.  236)  ;  that 
**  no  good  results  can  be  hoped  for  **  from  a  set  of  foreign  instructors, 
who  change  so  frequently  **  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  establishing 

leader  of  the  Albay  disorder,  Simeon  Ola,  part  of  which  agreement  purported  to  be 
a  promise  on  the  part  of  Colonel  H.  H.  Bandholtz,  a  constabulary  chief,  to  see  that 
a  certain  Filipino  should  be  elected  provincial  governor.  The  alleged  agreement  is 
countersigned  by  this  Filipino,  who  afterward  became  governor  by  election.  The 
very  contents  of  the  document,  and  the  counter-signature  of  the  Filipino  promoter  of 
the  arrangement  as  "secretary  of  war,*'  should  have  raised  doubts  of  its  authenticity 
with  Mr.  Willis,  if  the  mere  facts  that  Governor  Taft  recognized  no  claim  to  immunity 
and  that  Ola  was  prosecuted  and  convicted  of  banditry  did  not  suffice  for  him.  Colonel 
Bandholtz  says:  "No  such  terms  were  ever  given  Simeon  Ola  or  any  of  the  Albay 
bandits,  and  I  have  ample  and  conclusive  proofs  of  this.  The  document  which  he 
[Willis]  reproduced  was  one  that  I  not  only  did  not  authorize,  but  I  had  never  seen 
it  or  even  heard  of  it  until  it  was  published  in  his  book."  The  query  arises,  why  did 
not  Mr.  Willis  make  inquiry  of  Colonel  Bandholtz  before  launching  such  a  charge  of 
governmental  control  of  elections? 
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relations  of  mutual  confidence  and  respect  with  the  population"  (p. 
242),  only  "a few"  having  gained  some  hold  upon  the  people  (p. 
229).  Finally  we  are  told  that  '*  those  who  have  brought  abuses  or 
native  c(Mnplaints  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  have  often  been  trans- 
ferred to  other  provinces  more  remote  from  Manila  "  (p.  245).  The 
tyrannical  government  again !  And  what  a  tale  of  errois  and  incom- 
petency ! 

It  may  readily  be  guessed  that  Mr.  Willis  got  his  information  as  to 
the  Filipinos'  attitude  toward  our  schools  from  certain  Manila  radicals. 
Some  of  these  are  not  really  Filipinos  at  all  at  heart,  nor  to  any  extent 
in  blood,  but  are  Spaniards  ;  others,  if  Filipinos,  have  through  educa- 
tion in  Spain  a  preference  for  the  Latin  languages,  literatures,  educa- 
tional methods  and  political  institutions.  Some  few  there  are  who, 
without  conscious  Spanish  preferences  or  suspicion  of  things  Anglo- 
Saxon  in  general,  honestly  fear  that  the  English  language  and  American 
educational  methods  may  interfere  with  the  growth  of  Filipino  *'  na- 
tionalism." These  last  fail  to  see  that  anything  which  spreads  educa- 
tion and  fosters  intercommunication  must  really  help  the  growth  of  a 
national  spirit  and  consciousness,  which  has  been  most  hampered  in 
the  past  by  the  lack  of  a  common  medium  of  communication  and  by 
poor  methods  of  transportation.  As  for  the  other  **  Filipinos " 
previously  mentioned,  it  may  be  said  that  they  do  not  represent  their 
people  in  holding  up  Latin  ideals  and  methods  as  Filipino  aspirations ; 
only  superficially  was  this  true  in  the  past,  and  the  time  has  gone  by 
when  it  could  ever  be  fully  realized.  The  men  of  this  category  are 
genuinely  and  positively  an ti- American,  and  will  always  be  so  at  heart, 
for  they  prefer  Latin  to  Anglo-Saxon  molds  of  civilization  ;  but  in  this 
respect  they  represent  the  Filipino  people  only  superficially  and  in  cer- 
tain particulars. 

Drawing  information  from  such  sources,  Mr.  Willis  has  not  one  word 
to  say  of  Filipino  enthusiasm  over  the  American  school  work — an  en- 
thusiasm which  may  fairly  be  called  quite  general.  Indeed,  he  believes 
that  very  little  interest  is  felt  in  the  public  schools  and  that  such  inter- 
est is  largely  maintained  by  the  desire  to  learn  English  in  order  to  pass 
the  civil  service  examinations.  Such  apathy  and  disregard  of  educa- 
tional opportunities  as  he  believes  to  exist  would ,  if  they  really  existed , 
be  the  most  sure  sign  of  the  unfitness,  not  only  present  but  future,  of 
the  Filipino  people  for  such  a  self-government  as  he  would  give  them 
in  five  years  or  so.  To  be  sure ,  he  quotes  the  census  figures  showing  a 
large  number  of  private  schools  in  the  Philippines  (p.  231,  note)  ;  but 
he  ought  also  to  have  given  the  enrolment  of  these  private  schools,  and 
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he  should  have  told  something  of  the  educational  facilities  they  offer 
and  of  the  equipment  of  their  teachers.  He  could  have  learned  that 
early  in  1905  the  number  of  public  schools  in  the  islands  (as  the  result 
of  Doctor  Barrows 's  campaign,  pushing  them  out  into  the  barrios  of 
the  towns)  had  risen  to  over  4000,  instead  of  the  1633  shown  in  the 
census.  Similarly,  he  has  taken  census  figures  a  year  and  a  half  old» 
showing  the  total  enrolment  of  the  public  schools  to  be  220,000,  when 
it  had  risen  by  1905  to  over  500,000. 

It  will  not  seem  strange  that  some  experimentation  as  to  educational 
methods  and  details  should  have  been  necessary  in  the  Philippines  ;  it 
will  continue  to  be  necessary,  just  as  errors  will  continue  to  be  made. 
Mr.  Willis  makes  scant  allowance  for  the  newness  of  the  whole  experi- 
ment ;  he  himself,  after  two  or  three  months  in  the  islands,  gives  us 
the  program  for  **  a  rational  system  of  education  "  therein.  He  does 
not  correctly  state  the  reasons  for  making  English  the  language  of  in- 
struction, nor  the  original  plans  for  the  work  of  the  American  teachers. 
He  greatly  underestimates  the  amount  of  English  spoken  today ;  more 
Filipinos  can  speak  English  than  Spanish.  He  should  have  made 
closer  inquiries  as  to  the  stage  of  development  of  the  Philippine  dialects 
and  as  to  the  literature  in  these  dialects. 

This  author's  dominant  desire  to  criticize  is  nowhere  better  shown 
than  in  his  chapter  on  **The  Church  Problem."  Partly  upon  the  in- 
formation of  some  **  attorneys  **  and  other  anonymous  persons,  he  de- 
clares that  the  purchase  of  the  friars'  lands  has  been  a  failure,  since 
the  best  part  of  these  estates  has  been  retained  by  the  orders  (a  State- 
ment absolutely  incorrect)  ;  that  the  price  paid  was  too  high,  and  that 
the  native  occupants  must  now  pay  an  unfair  rate  for  land  which  they 
considered  already  their  own  (it  may  be  suggested  that  he  try  to  buy 
some  of  the  **  best  land  in  the  archipelago  *'  for  twice  the  J 18  per  acre 
which  •he  considers  a  **  very  high  valuation")  ;  and  that  the  removal 
of  the  friars  is  not  assured  by  the  purchase,  since  they  are  regularly 
coming  back  in  numbers  (another  statement  which  will  not  bear  com- 
parison with  the  facts).  The  author's  phrase  on  page  198,  with  refer- 
ence to  some  of  the  friars'  titles  resting  upon  **long  possession,'* 
which  is  worded  as  if  it  were  a  new  disclosure,  and  his  amazing  remark 
that  the  government  has  **  practically  consented  to  the  retention  "  of 
their  property  by  the  religious  orders,  can  be  understood  only  upon  the 
assumption  that  he  thinks  a  prescriptive  title  of  little  importance,  and 
that  he  does  not  understand  that  Anglo-Saxon  jurisprudence  and  states- 
manship both  forbid  confiscation ,  in  a  degree  that  has  never  been  true 
in  Latin  countries.     Mr.  Willis  appears  on  the  title-page  as  **  professor 
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of  econ(Mnics  and  politics  at  Washington  and  Lee  Univeisity ' ' ;  there- 
fore it  is  rather  startling  to  find  how  he  ignores  all  the  obstacles  that  a 
long  line  of  legal  precedents  would  interpose  to  such  an  offhand  settle- 
ment as  he  would  apparently  favor  of  all  the  questions  relating  to  the 
property  of  the  religious  orders  and  the  Roman  Church  in  the  Philip- 
pines. For  him,  there  is  no  legal  difficulty  at  all  about  deciding  in 
whom  title  to  the  Philippine  parish  churches  should  be  vested.  Along 
with  the  subtlety  of  its  insinuation  against  the  governing  authorities  of 
the  Philippines,  note  the  naivete  of  the  following  passage  : 

How  will  the  Commission  decide  this  question  through  the  courts  ?  The 
principles  of  law  which  govern  it  must  be  of  an  extremely  elastic  character, 
capable  of  being  interpreted  in  almost  any  manner  that  may  be  suggested 
by  authority.  In  fact,  the  problem  is  essentially  ethical  and  political  rather 
than  l^al  in  character  [p.  216]. 

The  courts  (including  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  to  which  ap- 
peal of  such  a  question  lies)  will,  it  may  be  presumed,  hardly  dismiss 
the  legal  questions  involved  quite  so  easily. 

In  fairness,  Mr.  Willis  should  have  made  plain  that  it  was  after  Mr. 
Taft  ceased  to  be  the  governor  that  there  occurred  the  instances  he 
cites  of  minor  governmental  favors  shown  to  Roman  Catholic  officials 
(American  bishops),  as  compared  with  a  coldness  toward  Aglipay  and 
the  schismatics.  Anyone  who  has  followed  at  all  closely  the  thousand 
and  one  intricacies  and  pitfalls  of  this  socio-political  problem  left  us  as 
a  legacy  of  Spanish  rule,  will  unquestionably  pronounce  Mr.  Taft*s  suc- 
cessful steering  through  these  entanglements  as  almost  his  strongest 
claim,  personally,  to  the  gratitude  of  the  Filipinos,  and  as  perhaps  the 
greatest  net  achievement,  thus  far,  of  the  American  government  in  the 
Philippines.  Mr.  Willis  might  with  great  profit  study  more  closely  the 
history  of  the  Aguinaldo  government  as  bearing  upon  the  religious 
question;  particularly  the  split  in  the  Malolos  Congress,  the  1898- 
1899  plans  of  Father  Aglipay,  the  confiscation  of  friar  property  (also 
the  disposition  made  of  the  proceeds)  and  all  the  other  evidences  that 
bitter  civil  strife  would  have  divided  the  Filipinos  upon  the  religious 
question,  had  no  impartial  hand  intervened.  He  has  never  even  con- 
sidered the  extent  to  which  the  situation  is  complicated  by  the  failure 
of  the  Filipinos,  even  of  most  of  the  educated  Filipinos,  to  comprehend 
what  separation  of  church  and  state  really  means  in  actual  practice. 
If  they  did  comprehend  it,  the  religious  problems  in  the  Philippines,  so 
far  as  they  are  political  in  character,  would  speedily  settle  themselves. 

Mr.  Ireland's  chief  criticism  of  the  American  government  in  the 
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Philippines  is  that  it  has  not,  in  imitation  of  British  colonial  patterns » 
set  out  primarily  to  further  the  economic  development  of  the  islands. 
He  regards  it  as  wasteful  and  quixotic  to  spend  proportionately  large 
sums  on  education  and  upon  an  administrative  organization  which  looks 
toward  the  social  and  political  development  of  the  people  themselves. 
Without  adopting  this  point  of  view,  Mr.  Willis  has  nevertheless  fol- 
lowed Messrs.  Ireland  and  Colquhoim  in  claiming  that  the  Philippine 
government  has  done  little  for  public  works  and  improvements.  But 
not  one  of  the  charges  of  inertness  in  this  respect  that  are  repeated 
from  Mr.  Colquhoun  (p.  369)  was  true  when  the  latter  made  them. 
Ignorance  of  the  former  condition  of  the  Philippines  as  to  roads, 
bridges,  etc^  is  in  part  responsible  for  the  loose  statements  made  by  all 
these  writers.  In  part,  too,  information  has  been  drawn  from  Filipino 
politicians  and  foreign  (especially  British)  business  men  at  Manila. 
These  last  are  the  most  reckless  critics  of  the  present  administration, 
partly  because  of  their  resentment  over  the  fact  that  some  of  their 
modes  of  commercial  extortion  have  been  checked,  and  also  because 
the  more  normal  conditions  now  established  preclude  their  making  the 
high  profits  of  the  times  of  military  rule  in  1899  and  1900.  Only  thus 
can  we  explain  Mr.  Willis's  assertion  that  **  it  is  generally  conceded  " 
that  the  roads  ''  are  today  very  much  worse  than  in  Spanish  times,  and 
that  our  expenditures  in  repairing  them  cannot  compare  with  the  out- 
lay of  our  predecessors  [the  Spaniards] . '  *  The  islands  were  never  well 
provided  with  roads  in  the  past,  and  the  same  is  true  today ;  and  the 
existing  roads  are  still  in  more  general  disrepair  than  before  war&re 
began.  But  American  exertions  and  exp>enditures  in  this  respect  have, 
barring  certain  provinces  specially  favored  in  the  past,  been  very  greatly 
in  excess  of  what  they  were  under  Spanish  rule.  Mr.  Willis  should 
have  mentioned  that,  in  giving  a  degree  of  **  home  rule  '*  to  the  pro- 
vinces in  1901 ,  it  was  expected  that  they  would  take  care  of  their  owti 
roads,  while  the  central  government  should  devote  itself  to  trunk  roads 
or  highways  of  exceptional  importance.  This  expectation  has  not  been 
realized — here  again  we  have  one  of  the  matters  in  which  greater  cen- 
tralization has  been  forced  upon  the  insular  government — and  the  road 
work  will  henceforth  be  supervised  and  in  large  part  done  by  the  cen- 
tral government.  During  the  fiscal  years  1904  and  1905  there  were 
constructed  under  insular  appropriations  (quite  largely  out  of  the  Con- 
gressional relief  fund  of  $3,000,000)  354  miles  of  road  at  a  cost  of 
1,574,300/^j^j/  up  to  August,  1905,  out  of  provincial  revenues,  2615 
miles  of  road  had  been  repaired  at  a  cost  of  687,821  pesos ^  and  2100 
bridges  and  culverts  have  been  newly  built  or  repaired  at  a  cost  of  over 
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450,000  pesos.     This  is  rather  a  different  story  from  that  told  by  Mr. 
Willis's  figures  and  assertions.  ^ 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  Philippines  are  not  today  in  a 
prosperous  state.  But  how  true  is  this  author's  picture  of  starvation 
and  suffering?  It  is  time  that  the  quotation  from  **  General  Bell" 
(P*  23),  to  the  effect  that  one-sixth  of  the  population  of  Luzon  died  as 
the  result  of  the  warfare  of  1 899-1 901 ,  received  its  quietus.  This  was 
an  anti-imperialist  bulletin,  based  on  an  unverified  newspaper  interview, 
not  with  the  well-known  General  James  F.  Bell,  but  with  General  James 
M.  Bell,  a  different  man  entirely,  whose  personal  experience  was  prac- 
tically confined  to  the  three  southernmost  provinces  of  Luzon,  where 
there  was  comparatively  little  fighting.  If  the  interview  was  authentic , 
the  soldier  in  question  had  not  the  data  on  which  to  base  such  a  state- 
ment. And  the  cold  figures  of  the  census  of  1903,  the  first  real  census 
the  Philippines  have  had,  prove  that  it  could  not  have  been  true.  Mr. 
Willis  would  not  have  so  overdrawn  the  picture  as  to  rural  distress  and 
lack  of  males  of  working  age  (pp.  343-345),  had  he  consulted  the 
final  figures  of  the  census  (which,  as  we  have  seen,  he  found  time  to 
consult  in  giving  school  enrolment  figures  that  were  already  antiquated 
and  useless).  One  would  suggest  that  his  **  disproportionate  number 
of  women  and  children  "is  in  part  due  to  his  observing,  as  he  drove 
along  some  rural  roads,  women  and  children  about  the  houses  while  the 
men  were  in  the  fields  and  forests.  At  any  rate,  the  census  of  1903 
showed  only  about  90,000  more  females  than  males  of  18  or  more  years 
of  age  among  all  the  civilized  Filipinos."  Since  Mr.  Willis  has  spoken 
as  if  he  were  describing  conditions  general  throughout  the  Philippines, 
it  is  fair  to  compare  with  his  statements  these  figures  for  the  whole 
archipelago.  It  is  plain,  however,  that  he  has  drawn  his  information 
from  men  of  certain  provinces,  especially  Batangas,  and  has  had  in 
mind  particularly  a  few  of  the  provinces  where  the  warfcire  was  most 
prolonged  and  was  waged  with  "marked  severity."  The  census  of 
1 903  showed  ten  per  cent  more  women  than  men  in  Batangas  province. 
How  unsafe  it  is  to  draw  rapid  conclusions  from  these  figures  is  indi- 

^Meanwhile,  more  than  $2,000,000  have  gone  into  the  Benguet  road  (partly  from 
the  relief  fund),  very  much  strengthening  what  Mr.  Willis  has  to  say  of  the  compar- 
ative extravagance  of  this  road  to  a  "  summer  capital."  The  future  \sill  have  to 
show  whether  this  road  can  justify  itself. 

'Census,  vol.  ii,  pp.  14,  15.  From  the  totals  of  males  and  females  respectively, 
deduct  the  figures  for  males  and  females  under  5  years  and  from  5  to  17  years;  then 
allow  for  the  adult  males  in  the  Philippines  of  American  or  European  birth,  also 
Chinese  or  other  Asiatics  than  Filipinos. 


304  POLITICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY  [Vol.  XXI 

cated  by  the  ^t  that  in  Capiz  province,  which  saw  comparatively  little 
fighting,  there  were  twenty  per  cent  more  women  than  men,  while  in 
Iloilo  province,  another  part  of  Panay  Island,  which  saw  much  more 
fighting  than  Capiz,  there  were  only  four  per  cent  more  women  than 
men.  The  explanation  of  these  last  figures  is  perhaps  chiefly  to  be 
found  in  the  absence  from  Capiz  of  laborers  engaged  in  planting  and 
harvesting  sugar  in  Negros.  Laguna,  a  center  of  trouble  no  less  than 
Batangas,  showed  but  two  and  one-half  per  cent  more  women  than 
men.  But  Union,  which  escaped  the  war  except  for  some  bushwhack- 
ing, had  five  per  cent  more  women  than  men,  while  Tarlak,  which  saw 
much  more  fighting  than  Union,  actually  had  in  1903  more  men  than 
women.  Leyte  and  Stoar  both  saw  plenty  of  fighting — Sdmar  is  one 
of  Mr.  Willis's  theateis  of  **  marked  severity  " — and  both  had  in  1903 
nearly  four  per  cent  more  men  than  women.  It  is  fair  to  ask  the  author 
why  he  focused  his  attention  so  exclusively  upon  Batangas,  and  why  he 
failed  to  note  the  remark  of  the  census  editors  (vol.  ii,  p.  64)  that 
''  all  the  Tagalog  provinces  except  Batangas  and  Marinduque  [a  little 
island]  were  above  the  average  "of  the  archipelago  in  the  proportion 
of  males  of  voting  age  to  the  total  population.  It  is  fair  to  insist  that 
he  should  confine  himself  to  actual  figures  even  for  Batangas,  not  ac- 
cepting the  reckless  assertions  or  manu^tured  statistics  of  the  Sixto 
Lopez  class  of  Batangans — ^who  by  the  way,  were  far  remote  from  the 
fighting.^  The  census  (vol.  ii,  pp.  312,  313)  showed  that  males  of 
militia  age  form  nineteen  per  cent  of  the  total  civilized  population ;  in 
Batangas,  they  made  up  seventeen  per  cent;  in  Union,  with  little 
fighting,  only  sixteen  per  cent;  in  Cagayan,  with  even  less  fighting, 
eighteen  per  cent. 

Surprise  need  not  have  been  expressed  (p.  266)  that  '*  the  more 
rigid  sanitary  control  exerted  by  the  Americans  has  been  followed  by 
an  era  of  disease  and  death  probably  never  before  paralleled  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  islands,"  for  this  surprising  statement  is  not  true.  Mr. 
Willis  need  go  back  for  a  good  comparison  only  to  1882,  when  the 
deaths  in  Manila  and  its  environs  from  the  cholera  epidemic  reached 
30,000  to  40,000  (the  figures  were  never  given  exactly  even  for  the 
capital,  and  scarcely  at  all  for  the  provinces),  as  compared  with  4000 
deaths  in  almost  the  same  district  during  the  epidemic  of  1902-03.  It 
is  above  all  worth  noting  that  cholera  started  again  in  August,  1905  ; 

'  Figures  as  to  the  loss  of  population  and  general  decline  of  industry  of  Balay^n, 
the  home  of  the  Lopez  family  in  Batangas,  lately  circulated  in  an  an ti -imperialist 
document,  are  quite  in  point;  most  of  the  figures  of  these  "statistical  tables**  have 
been  made  out  of  whole  cloth. 
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that  it  has  been  confined  to  Manila  and  ^  few  neighboring  towns ;  and 
that  the  mortality  has  been  restricted  to  a  few  hundreds.  Only  sheer 
prejudice  can  explain  the  statement  that  the  efforts  against  smallpox 
have  not  been  **  attended  by  satisfactory  results"  ;  the  board  of  health 
has  made  its  best  recoid  here.  Our  author  is  also  entirely  wrong  in 
his  charge  (p.  269)  that ''  all  medical  aid  to  the  Filipinos,  all  dispens- 
ary and  similar  work,  has  thus  far  come  from  private  religious  or  secu- 
lar charities."  This  has  not  been  the  case  under  American  govern- 
ment either  military  or  civil,  as  the  slightest  inquiry  would  have  shown. 
Further  knowledge  of  social  and  moral  conditions  under  Spanish  rule 
would  have  made  the  author  more  careful,  again,  in  his  statements  re- 
garding sexual  morality  and  disease  in  the  past  and  now.  It  is  rather 
petty,  moreover,  to  blame  the  new  regime  for  not  having  already  made 
good  provision  for  the  defective  classes,  especially  the  insane  (almost 
invariably  harmless)  and  the  lepers,  and  at  the  same  time  to  belittle  the 
efforts  already  made  on  behalf  of  the  latter.  The  author  would  do  well 
to  consider  somewhat  the  Filipinos'  preference  for  maintaining  the 
family  life  of  their  defectives  and  even  their  diseased — a  preference 
amounting  to  a  violent  prejudice  against  all  govenmient  quarantine  and 
segregation  methods,  detention-camps  or  hospitals,  and  constituting  the 
most  potent  cause  of  the  high  mortality  from  cholera.  It  is  certainly 
strange  not  to  take  into  account  the  woful  ignorance  and  superstition 
as  to  sanitary  methods  which  make  either  epidemic  or  endemic  diseases 
so  fearful  in  the  Philippines. 

Similarly,  Mr.  Willis  nowhere  makes  any  allowance  for  the  improvi- 
dence and  unenergetic  character  of  the  Filipinos  and  their  lack  of  in- 
itiative, as  bearing  upon  their  unsatisfactory  *'  rural  and  agricultural 
conditions. ' '  This  is  especially  true  with  respect  to  his  discussion  of 
the  land  tax  (pp.  352-355).  It  is  not  wholly  true  that  this  tax  is  a 
new  idea  in  the  Philippines ;  it  was  long  urged  by  the  best  Philippine 
economists  under  Spanish  rule,  and  was  in  part  tentatively  introduced. 
Its  opportuneness  in  1901  may  very  fairly  be  in  question ;  but  the 
essential  fairness  and  wisdom  of  a  tax  which  shall  more  directly  than  in 
the  past  reach  the  holders  of  property  can  not  be  questioned.  The 
need  for  fuller  data  as  to  land  tenure,  methods  of  production  and  bases 
of  valuation  has  been  shown  by  the  faulty  workings  of  this  tax  until  its 
temporary  suspension  this  year.  Some  such  tax,  imposed  after  more 
thorough  study  of  conditions,  province  by  province,  and  administered 
more  scientifically,  must  inevitably  form  a  very  important  part  of  the 
future  Philippine  fiscal  system.  There  will  arise ,  in  the  fuller  recon- 
sideration of  the  tax,  the  question  of  a  choice  between  the  Anglo-Saxon 
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ad  valorem  levy  and  the  Spanish  principle  of  a  tax  on  rental  value  in 
one  form  or  another  (a  principle  also  commonly  applied  throughout  the 
Orient) .  In  so  far  as  a  tax  upon  assessed  valuation  will  make  Filipinos 
develop  unused  or  imperfectly  used  pieces  of  land,  it  is  to  be  preferred ,, 
as  exerting  the  sort  of  stimulus  to  greater  initiative  which  is  sadly  needed 
among  them.  Many  of  them  are  spending  time  in  political  agitation, 
about  high  taxes  or  in  petitioning  for  their  suspension,  time  and  energy 
which  might  be  used  in  making  their  land  pay  not  only  the  taxes  but 
rich  profits.  Nevertheless,  it  is  conceded  that  the  land  tax  was  imposed 
at  a  time  illsuited  to  such  an  experiment. 

A  **  relative  reduction  of  agricultural  prices  "  (p.  355)  has  been  as- 
siuned — ^largely,  it  would  seem,  upon  the  testimony  of  pessimistic  agri- 
culturists. The  Philippine  producers  are  worst  ofiE  as  to  sugar ;  but 
even  here  they  are  not  in  the  wretched  dilemma  represented  to  the 
author  (p.  357).  Because  conditions  are  not  altogether  roseate,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  accept  all  the  calamity  stories  of  the  Filipino  produc- 
ers ;  and  it  is  genuine  friendship  to  them — it  is  of  the  large  cultivators 
and  proprietors  that  I  am  now  speaking — to  tell  them  that  the  chief 
trouble  lies  in  their  disinclination  to  get  down  to  work,  to  study  to  im- 
prove their  methods  of  cultivation  and  preparation  of  crops,  so  as  to 
occupy  a  better  place  in  the  world's  markets.  As  we  shall  note  later ^ 
they  had  begun  falling  behind  in  this  respect  before  American  rule 
began,  and  '*  haid  times  ''  had  an  earlier  origin,  though  aggravated  by 
the  unsettling  and  destruction  incident  to  war,  and  above  all  by  the  loss 
of  draft-animals  by  disease. 

About  the  only  instance  in  which  Mr.  Willis  has  made  allowance  for 
the  time  element,  and  has  suspended  judgment  in  recognition  of  the 
brief  period  since  the  new  government  was  organized,  is  with  regard  to 
the  land  laws,  providing  for  homesteading,  perfecting  of  squatter-rights » 
sale  of  public  land,  etc.  (p.  375  )^  The  reviewer  has  always  felt  that  a 
way  could  be  found  to  promote  the  desired  development  of  areas  today 
going  to  waste  in  Mindanao,  Mindoro  and  other  regions  that  are  prac- 
tically unpopulated,  and  at  the  same  time  to  safeguard  the  future  inter- 
ests of  the  Filipinos  against  '*  exploitation,"  by  conferring  upon  the 
Philippine  government  authority  to  lease  for  long  periods  large  tracts 
of  such  unoccupied  territory,  retaining  in  the  government  the  title  and 
the  right  to  control  the  administration  of  such  areas  and  to  revise  the 
leases  in  the  interests  of  the  people.  The  question  of  future  internal 
development  through  the  homestead  and  occupants'  privileges  depends 
very  considerably  upon  the  amount  of  initiative  which  the  Filipinos 
themselves  shall  show ;  it  rests  primarily  with  themselves  to  improve 
their  opportunities. 
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Mr.  Willis  assumes  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  merciless  exploitation 
of  the  Filipinos.  The  talk  of  the  "  exploiters  "  which  seems  so  to  have 
impressed  him  is  that  of  disappointed  men,  who  bitterly  declare  that, 
by  restrictive  legislation,  the  prospect  for  legitimate  and  desirable  de- 
velopment of  Philippine  resources  has  been  blighted.  He  is  loath  to 
give  credit  either  to  Congress  or  the  Philippine  authorities  for  the 
hindrances  that  have  actuaUy  been  interposed  to  the  '* exploitation" 
that  looms  before  him  as  so  great  a  bogie.  He  does  say  (p.  403)  a 
good  word  for  Mr.  Taft's  opposition  to  the  admission  of  the  Chinese — 
the  one  case  noted  by  the  reviewer  wherein  the  former  governor  of  the 
Philippines  has  gained  the  writer's  approbation.  He  is  quite  of  a  mind 
with  a  certain  group  of  anti- imperialists  who  have  encouraged  the  Fili- 
pino radicals  to  oppose  the  governmental  plan  for  securing  railroads  in 
the  islands,  upon  the  ground  that  this  is  merely  a  sinister  scheme  for 
the  enslaving  of  the  Filipinos,  the  entering  wedge  for  ''  exploitation  " 
by  American  capital.  Like  parrots,  these  Filipinos  are  repeating  in 
their  press  the  Boston-made  arguments  against  perpetual  franchises  and 
governmental  guarantee  of  interest  upon  the  bonds ;  it  is  only  a  pre- 
text, they  are  told,  whereby  Mr.  Taft  means  to  make  independence 
impossible.  And  with  the  next  breath  these  Filipino  politicians  and 
American  critics  will  denounce  the  government  because  it  does  not  im- 
prove the  methods  of  transportation  and  further  the  prosperity  of  the 
people  by  aiding  internal  development ! 

As  to  the  land  bank  and  the  undoubted  need  for  better  facilities  for 
agricultural  credit,  Mr.  Willis  is  wrong  in  assuming  that  the  way  has 
not  been  open  for  private  enterprise  in  this  direction;  such  enter- 
prise would  have  been  welcomed,  but  private  capital  has  not  come  for- 
ward. "Unquestionably"  the  Philippine  Commission  has  not  "fuU 
authority  **  to  deal  with  this  matter,  as  he  asserts  (p.  350).  Congress 
has  shown  jealousy  of  its  power  with  regard  to  Philippine  fiscal  legisla- 
tion ;  and  any  scheme  for  govenmient  support  or  guarantee  for  a  land 
bank  in  the  Philippines  will  probably  be  denounced  in  Congress  as 
"  populistic  **  and  dangerous.'  Usurious  rates  of  interest  are  no  new 
thing  in  the  Philippines ;  they  have  been  higher  in  the  past,  and  the 
present  rates  are  overstated  in  this  book. 

Minor  errors  in  comparing  the  Spanish  and  American  regimes  and  in 
regard  to  nav^tion  matters  might  be  pointed  out,  but  the  survey  of 

'  It  would  be  interesting,  by  the  way,  to  have  Mr.  Willis's  opinion  of  Aguinaldo  in 
the  r6l€  of  a  statesman,  expressed  after  an  analysis  of  Aguinaldo's  remarkable  scheme 
for  ft  land  bank — ^mentioned  on  p.  310— and  especially  of  the  scheme  for  a  net  of 
*'  codpeiatiTe  railways  "  which  accompanied  the  land-bank  proposal. 
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tariff  and  shipping  legislation  (pp.  271-300)  is  in  the  main  accurate, 
and  shows  properly  the  neglect  and  ignorance  of  Philippine  needs  on  the 
part  of  Congress.  So,  too,  chapter  xiii,  on  *'  The  Business  Situation  " 
is,  in  its  main  essentials,  sound  and  accurate,  and  the  reviewer  believes 
that  the  following  general  conclusions  can  not  be  gainsaid :  ( i )  Philippine 
trade  is  no  great  item  over  which  to  labor  and  dispute,  in  any  event; 
hence  in  reaching  for  it  we  can  not  afford  to  prejudice  our  general  posi- 
tion in  the  Orient,  especially  as  to  the  *'  open  door,**  by  preferential 
tariffs  or  shipping  restrictions.  (2)  The  development  of  this  trade 
and  of  the  resources  of  the  Philippines  must  be  slow  and  gradual.  (3) 
The  idea  of  converting  Manila  into  the  '*  trade-depot "  of  the  Orient 
is  picturesque  nonsense ;  the  economic  wastefulness  of  transshipment 
would  always  be  against  it ;  and  it  is  the  filmiest  promoter's  dream ,  so 
long  as  we  cling  to  a  system  of  preferential  tariffs,  in  the  face  of  free 
ports  virtually  on  the  Asiatic  mainland  like  Hongkong  and  Singapore. 
One  might  point  out  in  this  chapter  also  minor  errors  of  fact,  and  one 
recognizes  here  again  the  criticisms  of  business  men  in  Manila  who  do 
not  like  American  rule.  A  few  general  remarks  may  be  made  as  to  the 
analysis  of  trade  figures  on  pages  313-323  :  (i)  In  part,  heavy  rice 
importations  during  recent  years  indicate  a  tendency  to  neglect  the  less 
profitable  food  product  for  the  high  prices  to  be  obtained  for  the  great 
export  crop  abakd  (Manila  hemp),  and  these  figures  are  to  some  ex- 
tent therefore  a  sign  of  prosperity,  though  such  prosperity  is  localized. 
( 2  )  Though  it  is  true  that  the  principal  source  of  the  increased  imports 
into  the  Philippines  is  money  from  the  United  States  treasury  spent  by 
the  soldieis  individually  or  by  the  government  directly,  yet  it  is  also 
true  that  the  purchasing  power  of  the  Filipinos  generally  has  in- 
creased, not  only  from  this  source,  but  also  from  the  veiy  great  growth 
in  value  of  exports — a  hard  statistical  ^t  that  can  not  be  evaded. 
(3)  The  increased  imports  are  partly  due  to  there  being  in  the  hands 
of  the  Filipinos  more  money  than  ever  before  in  aU  their  history,  and 
o  the  fact  that  their  clothing  and  diet  have,  in  large  districts  of  the 
archipelago,  very  noticeably  improved — ^that  the  standard  of  living  has 
in  fact  been  raised.' 

The  culmination  of  Mr.  Willis's  arraignment  comes  in  his  chapter 
on  **  Income  and  Outgo."  He  makes  it  appear  that  this  govermnent 
of  oppression  and  incompetence  is  costing  the  Filipinos  more  than  five 

'  This,  of  course,  flatly  contradicts  the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Willis.  He  who 
wishes  to  enter  into  a  further  analysis  of  these  trade  figures  will  find  some  data  for  it 
in  one  of  a  series  of  articles  contributed  by  the  reviewer  to  DutCs  Inttrnational  Re- 
viewt  New  York,  December,  1905,  pp.  23-25. 


No.  2]  PHILIPPINES  AND  FILIPINOS  309 

times  as  much  as  did  the  Spanish  rule  against  which  they  revolted ! 
Mr.  Ireland  exaggerated  the  cost  of  Philippine  government  by  includ-* 
ing  some  mere  bookkeeping  totals,  wherein  certain  expenditures  were 
duplicated;  then,  asserting  incorrectly  that  Philippine  internal  trade  is 
negligible,  he  figured  the  cost  of  government  to  the  Filipinos  as  being  y 
forty-six  per  cent  of  their  exports — in  other  words,  almost  one-half 
their  total  capacity  for  production.  This  much-quoted  criticism  was 
sufficiently  inaccurate,  but  Mr.  Willis  goes  far  beyond  it.  These 
writers'  criticisms  on  the  way  in  which  the  figures  for  Philippine  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  have  been  presented  in  the  annual  reports  of 
the  Commission  are  entirely  justified.'  Nevertheless,  if  sweeping 
statements' as  to  the  cost  of  government  and  comparisons  with  the 
Spanish  regime  are  to  be  made,  we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  colonial 
experts  and  professors  of  economics  wiU  take  the  trouble  to  get  the 
exact  figures.  Mr.  Willis's  table  on  page  408  includes  in  its  totals  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  many  items  which  are  gross  instead  of  net ; 
yet  it  forms  the  basis  for  deductions  and  comparisons  (pp.  410-427)  ; 
and  he  foots  up  a  grand  total  thus  obtained  as  showing  the  "  actual 
cost  to  the  natives  of  the  Philippines  of  four  years  of  Commission  gov- 
enmient."  For  the  purposes  of  comparison  for  which  he  has  used 
them,  some  of  his  items  of  receipts  and  expenditures  are  practically 
doubled.  He  has  also  failed  to  obtain  the  complete  figures  for  per- 
manent improvements  (p.  411),  and  thus  makes  out  the  annual  cost 
of  *•  maintaining  peace  and  order  and  of  legislation  "  to  be  {10,300,000 
(it  should  be  f  11,300,000,  according  to  his  figures),  to  which  he  adds 
f  3,200,000  as  the  aimual  cost  of  municipal  and  provincial  governments. 
Why,  if  Mr.  Willis  was  unable  to  untangle  the  published  figures,  did  he 
not  get,  while  in  the  Philippines,  the  statements  showing  the  actual 
expenditures  and  the  purposes  for  which  the  expenditures  were  made 
for  the  fiscal  years  1902,  1903  and  1904  (during  which  years  only  had 
the  present  government  been  in  full  operation),  and  thus  calculate  the 
average  annual  cost  of  government? 

It  is  proper  to  take  into  accoimt,  as  bearing  upon  the  cost  of  this 
new  enterprise  to  the  American  people,  the  {30,000,000  or  thereabouts 
annually  spent  from  the  United  States  Treasury  in  the  Philippines  (pp. 

^  In  justice  to  the  auditor,  it  should  be  said  that  his  ideal  has  been  a  bookkeeper's 
and  not  a  statistician's;  that  he  found  a  very  confused  system  of  accounts  and  had 
first  to  restore  order;  and  that  the  government  has  been  since  1901  in  the  formative 
stage  and  has  involved  many  features  calculated  to  upset  statistical  tables,  such  as  the 
existence  till  recently  of  a  fluctuating  currency,  the  establishment  of  a  new  currency 
in  its  place,  a  changing  system  of  appropriations,  etc. 
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412,  413,  427-433).  It  is  also  proper  to  take  into  consideration  that 
the  Philippines  themselves  formerly  paid  for  the  Spanish  and  native 
soldieiy  in  the  islands  (until  the  revolt  of  1896),  for  Spain's  diplcnnatic 
and  consular  service  in  the  Orient,  for  part  of  the  cost  of  Spain's  coir 
onial  ministry ,  for  colonial  pensions ,  etc.  But  in  so  far  as  we  are  invited 
to  consider  the  actual  l>urden  of  insular  government  supported  by  the 
Filipinos  now  and  formerly,  these  figures  do  not  enter  into  the  com- 
parison. For  the  tax  burden  under  Spain,  Mr.  Willis  resorts  (pp.  414— 
419,  426)  to  the  report  of  the  first  Philippine  Commission,  showing 
Philippine  revenues  of  13,579,900  pesos  in  1894-95.*  These  figures 
were  not  carefully  analyzed  in  that  report,  and  Mr.  Willis  has  not 
sought  information  elsewhere.  This  Spanish  budget  did  not,  as  he  sup- 
poses, cover  all  the  cost  of  provincial  and  municipal  administration ; 
and  in  it  the  buiden  resting  on  the  people  under  Spanish  rule  was  far 
from  fully  shown.  The  amount  assigned  to  " churches  and  courts" 
covered  salaries  to  parish  priests  and  certain  supplies  to  the  churches, 
but  not  the  many  sorts  of  church  dues,  often  the  heaviest  burdens  upon 
the  common  people  and  practically  a  governmental  exaction,  enforced 
by  the  authority  of  the  most  powerful  branch  of  Spanish  government  in 
the  islands.  Then  there  was  the  forced  labor  (not  now  exacted)  for 
work  on  highways,  etc,  forty  days  in  the  year  before  1883,  thereafter 
fifteen  days.  Moreover,  many  acts  of  government  and  not  a  few  sub- 
ordinate officials  were  paid  wholly  or  in  part  by  fees,  apart  from  the 
sales  of  stamped  paper  included  in  the  budget;  perhaps  fr, 000 ,000 
was  thus  levied  on  the  people  to  support  petty  officers  who,  if  they 
exist  today  are  paid  salaries,  excepting  justices  of  the  peace.  Last  but 
most  important  of  all,  *'  squeeze  "  was  common,  as  it  is  not  today. 
In  the  matter  of  customs  revenues  alone,  the  actual  amounts  paid  by 
importers  (hence,  by  the  mass  of  consimiers)  was  considerably  in  ex- 
cess of  the  sums  officially  reported  to  the  treasury.*  This  is  the  chief 
explanation  of  the  remarkable   increase   in  customs  receipts  under 

^  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Philippine  revenues  for  1896-97  had  risen  to  about  17,- 
$00f000  pesos,  besides  the  issue  of  war  bonds  to  the  amount  of  40,000,000  pesos.  Mr. 
Willis  reports  inability  to  find  a  budget  of  the  Aguinaldo  government;  he  will  find  an 
incomplete  budget  and  revenue  law,  as  decreed  by  Aguinaldo,  in  Report  on  Organi- 
zation .  .  .  instituted  by  E.  Aguinaldo  and  followers  ....  by  Capt.  J.  R.  M.  Taylor» 
War  Department,  1903,  pp.  68-77. 

'  Collusion  and  fraud  naturally  played  the  largest  part  with  relation  to  imports  hav- 
ing the  highest  value  or  paying  the  highest  duties.  This  takes  away  the  significance 
of  Mr.  Willis's  computation  of  the  average  ad  valorem  rate  of  duties  under  Spain  as 
first  14.5,  then  22.5  per  cent,  compared  with  27.8  per  cent  from  1900  to  1903. 
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American  rule,  while  the  Spanish  tariff  was  still  onchanged  and  while 
large  parts  of  the  archipelago  were  closed  to  trade.  The  courts  were 
also  flagrant  offenders,  and  ''  justice  "  was  often  bought.  Thb  is  not 
to  say  that  all  Spanish  and  native  officials  were  then  "  grafters ;"  but 
the  practice  was  so  common  as  ahnost  to  be  a  recognized  thing.  This 
is  one  accusation  at  least  that  Mr.  Willis  has  not  brought  against  the 
American  officials  today. 

Another  item  of  importance  :  it  would  be  right  for  Mr.  WiUis  to  cal- 
•culate  the  Spanish  expenditures  for  1894-^5  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents 
^old  to  the  peso^  if  the  comparison  related  only  to  that  one  year.  But 
the  silver  dollar  had  just  reached  that  value  at  the  end  of  a  decline 
which  began  in  the  latter  seventies.  The  Spanish  budget  ran  from 
11,000,000  to  14,000,000 /^x^'j  from  about  1880  to  1895,  and  was 
•quite  uniform  in  content  as  to  taxation  items  after  the  reforms  of  1883 
— ^when,  in  particular,  the  tobacco  monopoly  was  abolished.  But  an 
average  value  of  Usat  peso  for  the  whole  period  would  be  about  75  cents 
^okl.  This  would  give  us  a  cost  of  government  of  from  {8,000,000  to 
{10,500,000  gold,  not  considering  the  higher  cost  of  government  from 
1896  to  1898.  Now,  to  make  a  fair  comparison  with  American  rule, 
we  should  have  to  take  all  the  omissions  from  the  Spanish  budget  into 
account,  as  mentioned  above.  This  would  give  us  an  average  cost  of 
government  under  Spain  of  {10,000,000  gold  at  the  very  lowest  (loss 
from  "squeeze"  remaining  unestimated).'  Including  municipal  and 
provincial  governments,  the  cost  under  American  rule  will  be,  for  the 
year  1905-06,  about  {12,500,000  net  (with  a  somewhat  higher 
average  for  the  years  1902-1906).  This  is  a  rough  approximation  to 
the  truth.  Moreover  it  includes,  upon  the  American  side  of  the 
ledger,  expenditures  for  schools,  sanitation,  harbor  improvements, 
roads,  etc.^  iax  surpassing  the  record  of  Spanish  rule  in  these  lines.  It 
does  not  include  the  currency  reform,  purchase  of  friar  lands,  Manila 
municipal  improvements,  ^/r.,  which  have  been  paid  for  by  bond  issues, 
nor  take  into  account  the  {3,000,000  gift  of  Congress  or  the  things 
<lone  with  it.* 

^  Nor  is  the  money  drawn  from  the  people  by  the  friars,  either  as  parish-priests  or 
as  landlord-orders,  here  considered.  V.  Diaz- Perez  (Los  frailes  de  Filipinas,  Madrid, 
1904,  pp.  42,  43)  estimates  the  product  of  the  friars'  estate  at  16,000,000  pe595  an- 
tiaally,  the  churdi  dues  at  5,000,000  pesos  annually,  and  states  the  amount  paid  by 
the  goremment  to  the  church  or  its  priests  as  nearly  i, 500,000 /^j^j  in  1895. 

*  In  nuuiy  respects  the  best  treatise  on  Spanish  fiscal  policy  in  the  Philippines  is 
Oiegorio  Sandano  y  Goson's  El  Progreso  de  Filipinas  (Madrid,  1881).  It  shows  the 
estimate  of  necessary  expenditures  for  1881  to  be  1 6, 500,000 //j^j  (when  the//M  was 
wofth  about  90  cents  gold),  calls  attention  to  the  woeful  inadequacy  of  educational 
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Nor  is  this  all.  The  vexy  decline  in  foreign-exchange  value  of  their 
silver  money,  which  enabled  Mr.  Willis  to  halve  the  total  of  the  Spanish 
budget,  added  in  some  ways  to  the  Filipinos'  burden.  The  currency 
evils  were  the  chief  topic  of  discussion  as  regarded  the  Philippines  for 
six  or  more  years  preceding  the  outbreak  of  1896,  but  nothing  of  im- 
portance was  done.  The  ••  hard  times,"  for  which  Mr.  Willis  blames 
American  rule  entirely,  had  really  begun  before  the  war.  Owing  to 
archaic  trading  conditions,  the  small  producer  got  but  little  of  the 
benefit  of  raising  his  crop  in  a  silver  country  and  selling  in  a  gold 
market.  Wages  remained  quite  stationary  during  the  decline  oU  the 
peso,  while  the  purchasing  power  of  the  day's  wage  was  steadily  de- 
creasing. Since  American  occupation,  the  laborer  has  in  part  been 
getting  his  due  by  the  readjustment  of  wages  attendant  upon  war  and 
change  of  sovereignty ;  but  the  actual  cost  of  labor,  measured  in  gold,, 
has  not  greatly  increased.^ 

We  come  now  (p.  426)  to  the  most  amazing  of  the  author's  tabular 
comparisons.  Against  the  Spanish  collections  of  13,579,900  pesos  for 
1894-95,  Mr.  Willis  sets  his  estimate  of  12,100,000  pesos  to  be  col- 
lected under  the  new  internal  revenue  law,  of  18,900,000  pesos  for 
customs  collections  (a  figure  more  than  2,000,000  pesos  in  excess  of 
net  receipts  for  either  of  the  past  two  years),  and  of  4,300,000  pesos 
for  proceeds  of  the  land  tax  (another  excessive  estimate).  The  actual 
collections  under  the  new  internal  revenue  law  for  the  first  half  of  1905 
were  at  the  rate  of  about  7,000,000  pesos  annually.  And  Mr.  Willis 
must  have  known  of  the  announcement  that  this  law  was  designed  in 
part  to  open  the  way  for  the  reduction  of  the  customs  revenues.  Yet 
he  is  willing  to  set  such  an  exaggerated  hypothetical  estimate  of  revenue 
collections  against  the  incomplete  statement  for  a  comparatively  low 
year  of  Spain's  actual  collections,  and  in  the  next  breath  he  saysi 
"This  furnishes  a  comparative  test  of  the  real  burdens  resting  on  the 
people  ten  years  ago  and  at  the  present  moment."  The  burden  of 
taxation  at  the  present  moment  he  thus  represents  to  be  over  35 ,000,000 
pesos.      The  revenue  collections  for   the   fiscal  year   1904-05  were 

and  public  works  expenditures,  and  declares  that  any  properly  efficient  Philippine 
government  must  cost  yiyCOO^ooo  pesos.  As  a  principal  means  for  getting  the  neces- 
sary increase  of  revenues,  a  land  tax  was  urged. 

^  But  Mr.  Willis  criticizes  the  Philippine  currency  reform  too !  In  part,  this  is  be- 
cause he  thinks,  in  opposition  to  the  judgment  of  those  who  studied  the  question, 
that  the  United  States  currency  should  simply  have  been  transplanted  to  the  Philip* 
pines  (pp.  307-309).  He  also  complains  (p.  305)  because  the  silver  market  was  not 
forestalled  and  all  the  needed  silver  secured  before  a  rise  began  in  the  world-market. 
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really  18,264,000  pesos ^  net,  for  the  insular  government  (according  to 
figures  furnished  the  reviewer  in  Manila  last  August)  and  about 
9,500,000  pesos  for  the  provincial  and  municipal  governments,  or  a 
total  of  less  than  28,000,000 /^j^j.     Comment  is  unnecessary. 

The  new  internal  revenue  law  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  reviewer » 
not  wholly  defensible  either  in  conception  or  execution.  But  this  is 
not  on  accotmt  of  its  levies  upon  tobacco  and  alcoholic  products,  nor 
can  we  accept  the  frenzied  and  reckless  statements  of  the  tobacco  and 
alcohol  manufacturers  when  it  was  on  its  passage  (echoed  in  part  by 
Mr.  Willis  on  pp.  424,  425).  The  great  objections  to  the  law  are> 
first,  its  intricacy  of  detail  and  necessarily  large  machinery  of  adminis- 
tration; second,  its  inquisitorial  features,  surpassing  even  the  Spanish 
system  in  this  respect;  and  third,  the  return  in  some  respects  to  the 
Spanish  principle  of  taxation  upon  business  transactions  and  upon  per- 
sons rather  than  upon  property.  It  is  rather  curious  to  note  that  Mr. 
Willis  leans  to  Spanish  ideas  of  taxation  in  his  brief  outline  of  a  model 
Philippine  government  (p.  452). 

Mr.  Willis's  constructive  plan  is,  indeed,  very  incomplete,  for  one 
who  would  have  the  Filipinos  set  up  so  soon  by  themselves  (p.  449). 
We  might  ask  him  to  describe  any  **  native  models  "  for  local  govern- 
ments; there  are  Spanish  models  in  the  minds  of  the  aristocracy,  but 
no  native  models  are  left,  except  among  the  hill  tribes  and  Mores.  ^  As 
for  <<  thrusting  upon  the  Filipinos  the  ideas  and  institutions  which  have 
been  developed  by  the  Western  nations  "  (p.  444),  we  may  ask,  what 
were  the  social  and  political  ideals  set  up  by  the  Filipinos  at  Bakoor 
and  Malolos?  That  the  Aguinaldo  government  was  a  successful  going 
thing  he  thinks  «*  amply  attested  "  by  evidence  (pp.  441-444)  which 
is  really  at  variance  in  most  important  respects  with  the  actual  records 
of  that  revolutionary  goverrunent.  The  standard  documents  of  those 
who  declare  this  government  a  success  are  the  articles  of  the  naval  offi- 
cers Wilcox  and  Sargent,  which  are  mainly  remarkable  for  what  these 
observers  in  1898  did  not  see  and  learn  in  the  places  they  visited,  as 
may  be  proved  by  reference  to  insurgent  documents  and  various  publica- 
tions in  Spanish  upon  this  period.  *     Nowhere  does  Mr.  Willis  allow  for 

'The  picture  of  '*  a  successful  tribal  or  patriarchal  form  of  rule"  in  some  little 
islands  north  of  Luzon  (p.  442)  is  mainly  phantasy.  The  Calamianes  islands,  by  the 
way,  are  not  there,  but  near  Palawan. 

•Those  who  desire  to  check  up  the  accuracy  of  Messrs.  Wilcox  and  Sargent  as  ob- 
serrers  are  referred  to  the  insurgent  records  in  the  War  Department  (including 
Taylor's  report,  above  cited);  and  to  the  following  especially  among  Spanish  publi- 
cations: Father  Graciano  Martinez,  Memorias  del  cautiverio  (Manila,  1900);  Carlos 
Ria-Baja,  £1  desastre  filipino  (Barcelona,  1899). 
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the  great  gap  between  the  ideals  of  the  few  educated  Filipinos  and  the 
actual  state  of  the  masses.  It  is  the  Filipino  intellectual  oligarchy  from 
whom  he  has  heard  and  of  whom  he  is  thinking.  Correspondingly,  he 
will  take  evidence  from  any  source,  even  from  John  Foreman,  as  to  the 
brutality  of  American  troops  in  the  Philippines,  being  led  thus  into  gross 
errors  of  statement  (pp.  lo,  14,  15,  16,  251),  such  as  that  '*  quarter 
was  seldom  given." 

Enough  has  been  brought  out  to  show  that  here  is  a  critic  with  a  very 
strong  bias  preparing  a  political  brief,  not  the  calm,  detached  survey  of 
events  and  conditions  to  be  expected  from  a  professor  of  economics  and 
politics.  There  are,  as  indicated,  many  criticisms  in  this  book  which 
deserve  the  careful  attention  of  our  people  at  home  and  of  our  Philip- 
pine administrators  as  well.  But  errors,  exaggerations  and  insinuations 
are  so  interblended  with  accurate  criticism  as  to  make  the  book  a  wholly 
unsafe  guide  for  him  who  can  not  go  fully  into  the  already  very  large 
bibliography  of  the  American  occupation  of  the  Philippines.  Mr.  Willis 
insinuates  that  it  would  be  risky  for  his  informants  for  him  to  name 
them  ;  but  we  have  seen  that  it  is  not  hard  to  recognize  the  sources  of 
most  of  his  information,  and  the  two  or  three  Filipino  names  he  does 
give  certainly  do  not  inspire  confidence. 

His  personal  bias  can  not  be  better  shown  than  by  his  insinuations 
(mostly  covert)  against  Mr.  Taft.  By  representing  the  president's 
instructions  to  the  Commission  upon  April  7,  1900,  as  giving  to  that 
body  power  to  legislate  **  under  such  regulations  as  you  [Governor  Taft] 
shall  prescribe,"  he  makes  out  (pp.  31,  32,  41-45)  that  Mr.  Taft  was 
a  dictator  in  the  Philippines.  He  could  easily  have  noted  that  those 
instructions  were  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  **you'* 
referred  to  Mr.  Root,  who  was  to  supervise  the  exercise  of  this  portion 
of  the  war  power  of  the  president.  The  powers  ascribed  to  the  governor- 
general  (p.  45)  have  not  in  fact  been  conferred  upon  that  official. 
Incorrect  also  are  the  assertions  (pp.  42,  43,  49)  that  the  Commission 
has  been  averse  to  holding  public  sessions  on  proposed  laws  and  to 
hearing  and  heeding  Filipino  opinion ;  under  Governor  Taft,  in  parti- 
cular, the  vexy  reverse  was  the  case.  Again  Mr.  Willis  represents 
(pp.  20,  21)  the  Commission  under  Mr.  Taft  as  *«  pushing  forward  the 
notion  of  commercial  exploitation ' ' ;  how  some  of  their  business  critics 
at  home  and  in  the  Philippines— or  Mr.  Ireland — must  smile  at  this  ! 
He  distorts  (p.  164)  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  Taft's  femous  valedictory 
to  the  Americans  in  Manila  in  December,  1903.  He  finds  *•  nothing  of 
a  striking  character  in  Mr.  Taft's  testimony  "  at  Washington  in  1902, 
testimony  which  attracted  national  attention  and  won  a  tribute  to  the 


Na  a]  PHILIPPINES  AND  FILIPINOS  3 1 5 

witness's  fairness  from  piacdcaUy  evexy  Democrat  who  afterward  spoke 
in  the  debate.  He  deliberately  suppresses,  with  stars  (p.  254) ,  clauses 
of  Mr.  Taft's  testimony  regarding  the  examination  of  prostitutes  in 
Manila,  so  as  to  warrant  the  charge  that  this  testimony  was  "  unfair.'' 
He  virtually  distorts  part  and  ignores  part  of  Mr.  Taft's  testimony 
regarding  the  Federal  party,  though  citing  its  place  in  a  footnote 
(p.  174).  On  pp.  173-178  there  is  bald  misrepresentation  of  Mr. 
Taft  in  his  relations  with  that  party,  and  he  is  accused  of  ''  insincerity  " 
(p.  175),  or  of  worse  (p.  188).  The  writer  of  this  review  is  person- 
ally familiar  with  the  history  of  the  Federal  party  from  the  first,  and 
knows  that  Mr.  Taft  did  not  encourage  the  Filipinos  to  believe  that 
statehood  was  probable  of  attainment,  nor  fail  to  warn  them  that  the 
American  people  would  have  their  say  about  that  question ;  much  less 
did  the  idea  originate  with  him  or  did  he  "  counsel  "  its  being  set  up 
^  a  par^  slogan.  All  good,  real,  representative  Filipinos,  according 
to  Mr.  Willis,  are  members  of  "  the  Nationalist  party,  the  principal 
political  body  of  the  islands,"  also  comprising  "  the  general  mass  of 
the  people."  He  speaks  as  if  he  imagined  that  the  Filipino  National- 
ists were  what  they  never  have  been  and  are  not  today — one  party.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  such  an  aligimient  of  Filipino  opinion  may  early 
be  brought  about,  under  competent,  patriotic,  really  representative 
leaders,  who  will  not  fight  with  each  other  and  divide  into  factions,  as 
they  always  have  in  the  past.  The  Assembly  elections  next  year  will 
afford  a  good  test  of  this  possibility,  at  the  same  time  that  they  offer  a 
^ood  opportunity  to  the  demagogues. 

Finally,  Mr.  Willis  insinuates  (p.  435)  that  at  Washington  secret  in- 
fluences "  in  behalf  of  financial  and  industrial  interests  "  have  success- 
fully intervened  to  take  dishonest  advantages  at  the  expense  of  the 
Filipinos.  He  speaks  of  "  features  of  administration,"  and  apparently 
refers  to  dishonesty  in  the  war  department,  not  to  Congressional  action 
or  inaction  regarding  tariffs,  shipping,  etc.  This  is  a  serious  insinua- 
tion.    Why  does  not  Mr.  Willis  give  us  the  specifications? 

Mr.  Willis's  book  has  been  made  the  basis  of  the  preceding  lengthy 
discussion,  because  it  is  the  epitome,  as  it  were,  and  the  most  preten- 
tious of  a  series  of  attacks  upon  American  administration  in  the  Philip- 
pines, which,  though  purporting  to  be  based  upon  a  careful  and  compe- 
tent survey  of  Philippine  economic  and  political  conditions,  have  in 
fact  no  claim  either  to  carefulness  or  competence.  It  is  a  pleasure, 
therefore,  to  note  the  appearance  of  a  Philippine  economic  study  which 
is  justly  entitled  to  commendation  on  both  these  grotmds.     Such  is  Dr. 
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Victor  5,  rk's  monograph  on  La&^^r  C^ndifi&ns  in  ihi  Phiiippints^ 
with  whicn  tnc  student  of  the  Philippine  question  will  do  well  to  couple 
bis  raonograph  on  Ladar  C&ndifians  in  Java.  ^     It  would  not  be  an  ex- 

^ge ration  to  caU  Dr*  Clark's  monograph  the  best  economic  study  yet 
idded  to  Philippine  bibliography.  There  are  publications  in  Spanish 
■rhich  have  a  greater  arsenal  of  data,  but  no  real  economic  study  of  the 

Philippines,  in  the  modem  sense,  was  put  forth  under  the  old  regime, 
Opon  the  question  of  the  price  of  labor »  as  connected  especially  with 
the  fall  in  the  purchasing  value  of  the  Philippine  currency,  the  student 
will  find  Dr.  Clark *s  monograph  particulaily  valuable.  The  author  has 
carefully  held  himself  within  the  limitations  of  hb  study  (which  has  been 
considerable)  of  the  Philippine  past.  What  is  still  more  important,  he 
has  not  failed  to  take  into  account  Philippine  social  conditions  at  every 
stagehand  the  picture  he  presents  is  therefore  true  to  life,  and  is  no 
mere  theorizing  with  cold  figures.  The  significant  social  differences 
which  Dr.  Clark  finds  between  the  Filipinos  and  the  Javanese  may  be 
commended  to  the  attention  of  Mr,  Ireland • 

No  history  of  the  Philippines,  properly  so  termed,  has  yet  appeared 
in  the  English  language  or,  for  that  matter,  in  Spanish  either.  The 
historical  survey  tn  Foreman's  book,  so  commonly  cited,  is  the  merest 
hodge-podge  of  information  and  misioformation.  Professor  Edward  G, 
Bourne's  introduction  to  the  important  series  of  translations  of  Philip- 
pine documents  now  appearing  in  fifty- five  volumes '  has  so  far  been 
almost  the  only  attempt  in  the  spirit  of  the  modem  historian  to  survey 
the  main  movements  of  Philippine  history.  Because  of  the  great  lack 
of  competent,  original  material  upon  this  subject,  to  which  the  student 
or  inquirer  may  be  cited,  mention  should  be  made  of  a  little  Philippine 
history  which  appeared  last  year,  written  by  Doctor  Barrows,  now  head 
of  the  Philippine  schools,  as  a  textbook  for  the  insular  schools.*  Until 
the  needs  of  American  readers  in  this  respect  are  better  supplied,  this 
book,  designed  primarily  for  Filipino  pupils,  may  well  be  recommended 
as  a  condensed  survey  of  the  subject  by  a  competent  scholar. 

The  student  of  Philippine  politics  will  find  a  great  deal  of  significance 
and  value  in  the  ethnological  studies  which  have  been  issued  during  the 
past  two  years  by  the  Philippine  Ethnological  Survey,  from  the  govem- 

*  Both  published  in  Bulletin  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  No.  58  (May,  1905),  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  Washington,  the  monograph  on  the  Philippines  covering  185 
pages  and  that  on  Java  49  pages. 

»The  Philippine  Islands,  1493-1898,  Cleveland,  The  A.  H.  Qark  Co. 

'History  of  the  Philippines.     New  York,  The  American  Book  Company,  1905. 
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ment  press  at  Manila.  Volume  i  of  these  publications,  The  Bontoc 
Jgoroif  by  Dr.  Albert  Ernest  Jenks,  for  a  time  chief  of  the  Philippine 
Ethnological  Survey,  may  be  described  (despite  the  amount  of  material 
hitherto  published  on  Philippine  ethnology,  largely  by  men  who  had 
never  been  in  the  islands)  as  the  first  really  scientific  and  thorough- 
going ethnological  study  made  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  It  is  in  the 
light  of  such  studies  as  this  that  we  must  reconstruct  the  primitive  con- 
dition of  the  Christianized  Filipinos  who  have  been  under  Spanish  in- 
fluence. That  Doctor  Jenks  came  away  from  his  sojourn  among  the 
Igorot  of  Bontoc  with  a  relatively  high  opinion  of  their  character  and 
capacities,  is  certainly  of  interest. 

Next  in  value  among  these  publications  must  be  placed  the  Studies 
in  Mora  History^  Law  and  Religion ^  by  Najeeb  M.  Saleeby,  forming 
part  I  of  volume  iv.  Mr.  Saleeby,  an  American  citizen  of  Arab  de- 
scent, is  superintendent  of  schools  in  the  Moro  province,  and  he  has 
obtained  from  prominent  Moro  rulers  and  religious  law-givers  personal 
information,  manuscript  copies  of  genealogies,  codes  of  law,  religious 
tales,  ^/r.,  which,  though  he  has  here  given  us  but  a  fragment  of  his 
investigations,  already  make  available  to  us  more  real  knowledge  of 
Moro  history,  customs  and  beliefs,  than  was  brought  to  light  perhaps 
during  the  entire  period  of  Spanish  rule.  The  perusal  of  these  codes 
of  law  invites  ccnnment  upon  the  hasty  remark  of  General  Leonard 
Wood,  after  less  than  a  year  in  the  Moro  country,  that  the  Moros 
^*have  no  written  laws  worthy  the  name,"  and  that  their  laws  and 
customs  need  hardly  be  taken  into  account  in  preparing  a  special  codi- 
fication for  them.  It  has  always  been  asserted  by  the  American  army 
men  in  the  Moro  country  that  civil  government  was  unsuitable  in  this 
region ;  and  one  of  the  disadvantages  of  full  civil  government  on  which 
they  laid  much  stress  was  the  prospective  frequent  change  of  governors. 
This  disadvantage,  however,  has  attended  the  quasi-military  system  still 
in  vogue.  Among  the  officers  on  the  island  of  J0I6,  where  the  recent 
serious  trouble  occurred,  there  is  none  who  can  talk  directly  to  the 
Moros,  nor  have  the  officers  the  assistance  of  a  single  American  inter- 
preter. The  result  of  such  conditions  has  been  shown  in  the  constant 
change  of  ideas  and  policy — if  we  can  be  said  to  have  developed  any 
real  policy  as  yet— on  the  part  of  the  chief  officers  in  command  in  the 
Moro  regions.  These  first  published  studies  of  Doctor  Saleeby  show 
plainly  the  sort  of  work  which  alone  can  lead  us  to  an  accurate  under- 
standing of  the  Moros,  or  gain  us  any  position  in  their  territory  other 
than  that  hekl  by  mere  force. 

Volume  ii  of  these  publications  has  three  parts :  The  Negritos  of 
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ZambaUs,  by  William  Allan  Reed;  The  Nabahi  Dialect,  by  Otto 
Scheerer,  a  German,  who  lived  for  some  years  among  these  Igorot  of 
Benguet  province ;  and  brief  papers  on  The  Bataks  of  Palawan,  by 
Edward  Y.  Miller  (governor  there)  and  by  former  Spanish  residents. 
Volume  iii  comprises  early  accounts  (mostly  of  the  eighteenth  century) 
of  the  Igorot,  by  Augustinian  missionaries.  These  accounts  were  col- 
lected and  loaned  to  the  govenmient  for  publication  by  Father  Angel 
P^rez  of  that  order,  and  they  are  published  tmder  the  title  :  AugusHniaft 
Relations  of  the  Races  of  Northern  Luzon.  The  Spanish  edition,  hav- 
ing the  original  texts,  is  of  course  preferable  for  consultation.  The 
publication  of  accounts  of  trips  and  investigations  by  American  officials 
in  remote  and  mostly  tmexplored  regions  of  the  mountains  of  Northern 
Luzon  has  inspired  the  friars  at  Manila  to  tmcover  some  hitherto  un- 
published material  in  their  convents  at  Manila — a  sign,  incidentally,, 
that  recent  rancor  is  being  forgotten.  All  the  above  publications  are 
splendidly  illustrated  with  half-tones,  and  Dr.  Saleeby's  studies  with 
facsimile  reproductions  of  rare  Moro  manuscripts. 

James  A.  LeRoy. 
DuRANQO,  Mexico. 


REVIEWS 

De  Monroe  d  Roosevelt,  i82j'igo^.     Par  le  Marquis  de  Bar- 
RAL-MoMTFERRAT.    Paris,  Plon-Nourrit  ct  Cie,  1905. — ^xv,  356  pp. 

Bssais  d*  Histoire  Diplomatique  Amiricaine.     Par   ACHILLB 
ViALLATE.     Paris,  E.  Guilmoto,  1905. — iii,  306  pp. 

As  an  historical  work,  the  first  of  these  books  would  be  worth  scarcely 
more  than  a  passing  notice,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  it  appeared 
originaUy  in  the  Retme  d^  Histoire  Diplomatique y  which  is  the  official 
organ  of  the  Soci^t^  d '  Histoire  Diplomatique,  of  which  society  the 
author  is  the  secretary.  The  preface,  too,  is  written  by  the  Comte 
d'  Haussonville ,  a  man  of  some  note  in  literary  circles  in  France ,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Academy  and  the  representative  in  that  country  of  the 
banished  house  of  Orleans.  The  thesis  of  the  book  is  republican 
territorial  expansion,  and,  as  might  perhaps  be  expected,  the  subject  is 
treated  from  the  alarmist's  point  of  view.  Let  the  distinguished  pre- 
facer  speak  first. 

The  Comte  d'  Haussonville  recalls  a  journey  which  he  made  to  the 
United  States  twenty- four  years  ago,  as  a  representative  at  the  York- 
tOTv-n  centeimial  of  an  ancestor  who  participated  in  the  Revolution. 
He  says  that  he  has  a  vivid  recollection  of  a  "  conversation  had  with  a 
certain  M.  Blaine ,  forgotten  to-day."  Speaking  of  the  construction 
and  neutralization  of  the  Isthmian  Canal,  Mr.  Blaine  is  represented  as 
saying,  '*  We  shall  never  consent  to  Europe  concerning  itself  in  guar- 
anteeing its  neutrality.  You  may  pierce  the  isthmus  if  you  like,  but 
we  must  hold  it."  Disquieting  as  this  announcement  was,  the  writer's 
apprehensions  did  not  lead  him  to  foresee  the  day  when  •  *  the  United  States 
would  contest  with  us  the  right  of  guaranteeing  with  them  the  neutrality 
of  the  Panama  Canal,  and  perhaps  concern  themselves  in  guaranteeing 
that  of  Morocco."  How  **  this  young  power  "  has  come  to  mix  little 
by  little  in  the  affairs  of  the  old  world,  he  says,  M.  de  Barral's  book 
shows.  Samoa,  Hawaii,  Cuba,  the  Philippines,  the  Russian  Jewish 
question,  intervention  in  China,  Syria  and  Morocco  were  but  stepping- 
stones  to  the  higher  walks  of  world  politics.  The  personification  of 
this  policy  is  Mr.  Roosevelt,  leader  of  a  •*  party  ready  to  seize  every 
occasion,   indeed  every  pretext,  to  mix  in  the   politics  of  the  old 
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ivorld."  And  there  is  still  another  source  of  apprehension  for  the 
Comte  d'  Haussonville — ^the  "yellow  peril."  This  thought  leads 
him  to  inquire  :  "  What  will  become  of  Europe  pressed,  as  between  the 
jaws  of  a  vice,  in  the  west  by  the  United  States,  in  the  east  by  Japan?" 

The  quotations  from  the  preface  indicate  the  spirit  and  purpose  of 
the  book.  It  discusses  the  acquisition  of  Texas,  New  Mexico  and 
California  (which  the  author  styles  the  *'  phase  of  encroachment") ,  the 
Cuban  question  (styled  the  "aggressive  phase  ")  and  the  acquisition 
of  Samoa,  Hawaii  and  the  Philippines  ("the  world  phase").  As 
would  be  expected  from  a  book  by  a  Frenchman,  much  space  is  given 
to  the  interoccanic  canal.  The  recent  Venezuelan  imbroglio  with  the 
allied  European  powers,  the  Santo  Domingo  affair  and  the  expedition 
to  China  close  the  historical  narrative.  The  last  chapter  is  chiefly 
made  up  of  extracts  from  the  speeches  and  messages  of  President 
Roosevelt,  quoted  in  order  to  show  that  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  "  completely 
the  echo  of  the  American  mentality,"  which,  as  the  earlier  pages  have 
declared,  is  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  aggression  most  dangerous  to 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

If  the  preface  is  tinged  with  a  somewhat  deeper  shade  of  melancholy 
than  the  body  of  the  book,  it  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  the  pre- 
facer  did  not,  as  he  says  of  M.  de  Barral,  write  with  the  "  documents 
in  hand."  But  a  casual  examination  of  M.  de  Barral's  work  will  show 
that  the  "  documents  "  must  frequently  have  slipped  out  of  hand,  or 
that  they  were  often  made  to  carry  a  meaning  which  does  not  belong 
to  them.  Many  of  the  errors  and  misstatements,  which  are  thickly 
sprinkled  through  the  pages,  might  have  been  avoided  if  the  writer 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  read  carefully  a  standard  history  of  the  United 
States  and  to  refer  to  some  of  the  usual  authorities.  Thus,  filibustering 
expeditions  are  frequently  mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
supposed  character  of  American  expansion,  and  McGregor,  of  Amelia 
Island  fame,  is  made  (p.  30)  to  lead  an  expedition  into  Texas  in  1816. 
Possibly  M.  de  Barral  confuses  him  with  General  Lallemand,  who  was 
engaged  in  such  an  enterprise  about  that  date ;  but  Lallemand  was  not 
an  American.  It  is  asserted  (p.  17)  that  the  United  States  enjoyed  a 
"  perfect  tranquility  "  during  the  Napoleonic  wars,  from  which  it  would 
seem  that  the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  Berlin  Decrees  are  also  "  for- 
gotten today."  In  speaking  (p.  35)  of  President  Polk's  mesbage  on 
Yucatan  of  April  27,  1848,  the  writer  apparently  confuses  it  with  Mr. 
Polk's  earlier  declaration  in  the  annual  message  of  1845,  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  Yucatan ;  and  he  says  that  when  the  treacy  of  Gua- 
clalupe  Hidalgo  was  before  the  Senate,  the  president  sought  to  have  a 
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ckuse  added  to  it,  giving  the  United  States  the  right  to  occupy  Yuca- 
tan. But  the  treaty  received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  seven  weeks 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  Yucatan  message  of  April  29 ,  and  a  reference 
to  the  executive  proceedings  of  the  Senate  will  show  that  no  such  a 
proposition  was  ever  suggested  or  considered.  The  real  significance  of 
Folk's  declaration  as  an  enlargement  of  the  scope  of  the  Monroe  Doc- 
trine appears  to  escape  M.  de  Barral  entirely.  Comparing  (p.  86)  the 
North  and  the  South  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  he  states  that 
while  the  North  was  «*  of  the  Protestant  religion,"  the  South  *<  belonged 
in  part  to  the  Catholic  religion  and  the  Latin  race  " — a  comparison 
which  is  obviously  misleading.  Referring  (p.  92)  to  the  treaty  of 
October  31,  1 861,  between  Great  Britain,  France  and  Spain,  relating  to 
the  joint  expedition  to  Mexico,  the  writer  charges  the  allies  with  a 
secret  intention  to  place  Maximilian  on  the  throne  of  Mexico,  in  spite 
of  the  declaration  in  the  treaty  inconsistent  with  that  intention.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  published  correspondence  to  show  that  the  British 
government,  at  least,  entertained  any  such  sinister  purpose.  On  the 
contrary,  the  instructions  to  her  diplomatic  representatives  were  to  hold 
strictly  to  the  terms  of  the  joint  treaty,  and  the  reply  of  Earl  Russell  to 
the  French  ambassador,  when  he  announced  the  intention  of  the  em- 
peror strongly  to  reinforce  the  French  contingent  in  Mexico,  was  that 
he  *•  very  much  regretted  the  step." 

Perhaps  the  most  absurd  charge  which  the  author  brings  against 
American  expansion  is  contained  in  the  account  of  the  recent  difficulty 
between  Brazil  and  Bolivia  over  the  Acre  territory.  The  government  of 
Bolivia  granted  to  an  Anglo-American  syndicate  a  concession  in  the 
disputed  territory  conferring  rights  similar  to  those  exercised  by  the 
chartered  companies  femiliar  in  English  colonial  history.  The  \vTiter 
adopts  and  puts  forward  as  solemn  truth  a  rumor,  current  in  South 
America  at  the  time ,  that  the  concession  only  concealed  the  designs  of 
the  American  government  to  **  plant  itself  in  South  America."  Indeed 
one  of  the  purposes  of  the  book  appears  to  be  to  strengthen  in  Latin 
America  the  idea  that  these  countries  are  in  danger  of  ultimate  absorp- 
tion by  the  United  States. 

It  is  a  relief  to  turn  from  the  work  of  a  pamphleteer  to  grave  histor- 
ical writing.  Professor  Viallate,  the  author  of  the  Essais  d"  His  tot  re 
Diplomatique  Americaine,  is  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  fecole  des 
Sciences  Politiques,  where  he  gives  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  history  of 
the  United  States.  He  has  the  advantage,  therefore,  of  writing  with  a 
general  knowledge  of  his  subject.  He  also  shows  an  evident  desire  to 
state  the  facts  impartially  and  to  comment  but  sparingly  on  the  motives 
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and  policies  of  succeeding  administrations.  This  characteristic  is  ap- 
parent in  his  first  essay » '<  The  Territorial  Development  of  the  United 
States."  Within  the  space  of  about  fif^  pages  he  reviews  rapidly  the 
history  of  our  territorial  expansion,  beginning  with  the  trea^  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain  in  1783  and  ending  with  that  with  Spain  in  1898. 
It  is  doubtful  if  there  exists  anywhere  in  English,  within  the  same  com- 
pass, a  clearer  or  more  comprehensive  statement  of  this  phase  of  our 
history.     In  fact  it  is  a  model  of  its  kind. 

The  second  essay,  **  The  United  States  and  the  Interoceanic  Canal  '* 
is  the  longest  of  the  three  contained  in  the  volume.  In  a  space  of  150 
pages,  Professor  Viallate  reviews  the  diplomatic  history  of  the  question , 
using  as  a  basis  certain  diplomatic  correspondence  of  the  United  States » 
the  messages  and  papers  of  the  presidents  and  certain  secondary  au- 
thorities such  as  Keasbey 's  Nicaragua  Canal  and  the  Monroe  Doctrine 
and  lOiXajit^s  Dipiomatic  Relations  of  the  United  States  and  Spanish 
America.  It  contains  litde  that  is  new  to  American  students  of  the 
question,  but  it  has  the  advantage  of  bringing  the  subject  down  as  late 
as  the  canal  treaty  with  Panama  in  1904.  Moreover,  the  very  judicial 
spirit  in  which  the  subject  is  examined  should  not  fail  to  give  European 
readers  a  juster  view  of  the  whole  question.  The  year  1870  is  indicated 
correctly  as  the  date  which  marks  the  transition  from  the  policy  of 
neutralization  (adopted  for  the  purpose  of  blocking  European  ambitions 
in  Central  America)  to  the  modem  policy  of  control  or  ownership  of 
the  canal  by  the  United  States  alone. 

The  story  of  the  treatment  accorded  to  the  Hay-Hermn  canal  treaty 
at  the  hands  of  the  Colombian  Congress  and  of  the  subsequent  revolu- 
tion on  the  Isthmus,  is  drawn  almost  exclusively  from  the  published 
diplomatic  correspondence  and  messages  of  the  president.  It  is  there- 
fore based  on  the  most  trustworthy  sources  now  at  hand,  and  it  is  im- 
partially written. 

The  final  essay,  **  The  Spanish- American  War  and  the  Aimexation  of 
the  Philippines,"  follows  closely  the  published  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence of  the  United  States  and  Spain.  The  result  is  probably  as  satis- 
factory as  the  existing  sources  of  information  at  present  permit. 
Thinking  possibly  that  the  subject  of  the  enforcement  of  the  neutrality 
laws  of  the  United  States,  during  the  last  Cuban  insurrection,  involves 
primarily  the  examination  of  a  legal  rather  than  a  diplomatic  question, 
the  author  barely  alludes  to  it. 

The  chapter  relating  to  the  peace  negotiations  at  Paris  in  1898  is 
probably  the  least  satisfactory  of  any  part  of  the  essay.  It  appears  to  be 
based  almost  exclusively  on  the  telegraphic  correspondence  between  the 
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American  commissioners  and  the  State  Department  during  the  sessions 

of  the  conference,  and  practically  not  at  all  on  the  official  protocols  of 

the  conference  and  similar  documents. 

The  methods  of  Professor  Viallate  are  those  which  are  familiar  in  the 

standard  French  writers  on  diplomatic  history.     It  is,  in  the  main, 

/r^«>- writing  of  the  best  class,  summarizing  successively  diplomatic 

correspondence,  presidential  messages  and  other  state  papers. 

James  F.  Barnett. 
Grand  Rahds,  Mich. 

Philippine  Life  in  Town  and  Country,     By  James  A.  Le  Roy. 
New  York,  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  1905. — ^x,  311  pp. 

The  title  of  this  book  hardly  does  justice  to  the  contents.  It  under- 
states the  scope  of  a  work  which,  though  modest  in  intent  and  volume, 
is  much  more  than  a  surface  sketch  of  facts  obvious  to  the  eye  in  our 
eastern  dependency  or  even  ascertainable  by  an  observer  more  deeply 
irersed  in  the  external  social  phenomena  of  the  Philippines.  The  book 
•deals  with  the  ethnic  and  historical  background  of  present  conditions 
as  well  as  with  those  conditions  themselves,  with  a  clearer  insight  into 
the  philosophical  relation  of  the  past  to  the  present  and  a  juster  ap- 
preciation of  the  respective  values  and  functions  of  the  three  great  fac- 
tors in  the  Philippine  problem — ^native  society,  Spanish  tradition  and 
American  ideals — ^than  any  other  work  that  I  have  seen  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  author  has  written  in  a  spirit  of  academic  honesty,  with  a 
delicate  sense  of  truth  exceeding  the  merely  reportorial  honesty  which 
pervades  much  of  our  Philippine  literature.  There  has  been  no  dispo- 
sition either  to  overlook  obvious  duty  in  recording  disagreeable  facts  or 
to  scrape  up  intimacies  with  untoward  and  not  fairly  representative  inci- 
dents. In  a  word,  the  book  is  written  with  candor  and  good  faitH7 
and  though  it  contains  statements  and  opinions  in  matters  of  detail  that 
may  still  be  subject  to  controversy,  it  gives  the  truest  general  view  of 
Philippine  conditions,  and  probably  the  one  most  easily  understood  by 
.an  average  reader,  that  has  yet  been  presented  to  Americans. 

There  is  at  the  outset  a  frank  recognition  of  the  early  achievements 
of  the  Spanish  colonial  policy — a  policy  inspired  by  a  higher  ideal  rfian 
that  of  the  modem  materialistic  school  of  colonial  theorists — ^but  there 
is  also  a  clear  statement  of  the  limitations  which  made  that  policy  un- 
fitted for  the  Philippines  of  today.  In  some  spheres  of  influence  Spain 
accomplished  more  in  the  Orient  than  has  either  England  or  Holland. 

The  fact  that  the  Filipinos  should  have  progressed  under  Spanish  rule  * 
the  point  where  they  should  formulate  demands  so  unique  In  the  Ori< 
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[for  political  liberty,  free  press,  free  education,  and  representative  institu- 
tions] is  in  itself  the  highest  praise  for  Spain. 

When  shall  we  hear  of  those  things  from  the  Javanese,  or  from  the 
Malays  of  the  Straits?  Racial  origins  and  blends  are  discussed  in  their 
important  practical  aspect,  as  influencing  the  sentiment  of  common 
nationality  among  the  diverse  Filipino  tribes,  and  a  liberal  interpreta- 
tion is  given  to  data  evidencing  this  sentiment.  The  descriptive  chap- 
ter upon  a  typical  Filipino  community  is  an  accurate  picture  of  concrete 
conditions  in  the  Christian  provinces.  The  chapter  upon  caciquism — 
or  native  political  boss  control — touches  upon  the  fundamental  civic 
problem  of  the  Philippines,  the  tendency  to  establish  pet^  absolutism 
under  democratic  forms  of  government  wherever  the  restraining  power 
of  central  authority  is  withdrawn.  From  this  topic  there  is  a  logical 
transition  to  the  chapter  upon  public  schools,  as  a  constructive  reme- 
dial agency  necessarily  accompanying  the  political  institutions  which 
we,  in  harmony  with  the  best  elements  of  the  Filipino  nation,  desire  to 
establish  in  the  archipelago.  The  religious  question  is  discussed,  under 
both  its  moral  and  its  local  political  aspect,  with  a  frankness  not  likely 
to  give  offense  to  any  part  of  the  American  people.  Economic  condi- 
tions and  prospects  are  considered  in  a  later  chapter,  and  the  conclu- 
sion deals  with  the  position  of  the  Filipino  in  the  Orient. 

The  distribution  of  topics  has  occasioned  some  repetitions,  where  the 
author  has  evidently  considered  it  necessary  to  revert  to  similar  thoughts 
or  facts  to  illustrate  different  points  as  they  came  up,  and  the  connec- 
tion between  successive  paragraphs  must  sometimes  be  found  by 
reference  to  the  ultimate  implications  of  the  argmnent  rather  than  to 
the  immediate  context.  A  feature  that  adds  life  and  interest  to  the 
book  is  the  frequency  with  which  quotations  from  Filipino  authors  and 
minor  writers  are  used  to  illustrate  conditions  described  or  to  enforce 
statements  of  native  opinions  and  ideals. 

We  should  know  more  about  the  Philippines  if  less  had  been  pub- 
lished about  them  during  the  last  eight  years.  Many  writers  have 
quite  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  islands  were  not  created  by 
Admiral  Dewey.  The  Philippines  have  a  complex  and  ancient 
history,  like  the  rest  of  the  world.  As  a  topic  of  partisan  debate,  there 
has  been  much  unconscious  and  some  conscious  perversion  of  truth 
regarding  them  ever  since  the  American  occupation.  The  same  old 
arguments  that  formed  the  basis  of  controversial  literature  with  regard 
to  the  negro  in  the  closing  days  of  African  slavery,  have  been  refur- 
bished by  colonial  experts  to  support  a  system  of  political  and  industrial 
absolutism  by  the  white  race  in  the  tropics.     The  irritation  with  which 
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scnne  writeis  regard  the  American  attempt  to  develop  political  autonomy 
and  a  system  of  really  free  labor  in  the  Philippines,  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  it  involves  a  direct  challenge  and  denial — at  least  a  tentative  denial 
—of  the  truth  of  justification  by  color  as  a  colonial  dogma .  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  Mr.  Le  Roy,  who  spent  two  or  three  years  in  the  Philippines 
with  an  open  mind  toward  all  theories,  is  a  more  faithful  and  competent 
narrator  of  conditions  in  that  country  than  a  man  with  broader  experi- 
ence in  tropical  life,  but  less  experience  with  the  really  unique  conditions 
in  the  dependency  which  we  received  from  Spain,  less  sympathetic  appre- 
ciation of  our  national  ideals  with  regard  to  that  country,  and  a 
preconceived  theory  as  to  the  inherent  incompetence  of  the  tropical 
races.  The  best  colonial  experts  fall  into  grave  errors.  One  recently 
supported  an  argument  in  favor  of  indentured  labor  upon  figures  of 
comparative  production  in  different  colonies,  in  which  the  value  of 
sugar  in  Hawaii,  for  instance,  with  a  protection  of  between  thirty  and 
forty  dollars  a  ton,  was  balanced  against  similar  values  in  the  Philip- 
pines, with  no  protected  market  open  to  them.  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  of  these  fundamental  errors  occurs  in  Mr.  Le  Roy's  book.  A 
minor  statement  might  occasionally  be  qualified.  In  contrasting 
the  social  position  of  the  Filipino  woman  with  the  typical  woman 
of  the  Orient,  whom  we  are  to  conceive  as  a  veiled  and  shrouded 
recluse,  and  ascribing  this  superior  status  to  Christian  conceptions 
introduced  by  the  friars,  it  should  be  remembered  that  among  the 
masses  everywhere  in  the  East  women  hold  a  position  of  influence — 
especially  of  economic  influence — in  the  ^unily.  Javanese  women 
have  about  all  the  freedom  they  care  to  use,  and  in  parts  of  Sumatra 
matriarchy  exists.  The  Burmese  woman  is  the  business  head  of  the 
house ,  as  is  often  the  Chinese  woman  of  lower  rank.  But  these  facts 
do  not  affect  the  truth  of  the  general  statement  that  Christianity  made 
prevalent  among  Filipinos  of  higher  rank  social  customs  almost  identi 
cal  with  those  of  Spain,  and  familiarized  the  ruling  section  of  the  nation 
with  European  ideals  of  womanhood  and  habits  of  thought  towards 
the  family  relation.  More  stress  might  have  been  given  to  the  econ- 
omic bases  of  social  progress,  which  are  very  important  and  not  to  be 
overlooked  as  a  corollary  to  universal  education.  White  immigration 
and  the  contingency  of  American  capitalistic  colonization  in  the  Philip- 
pines are  topics  that  have  not  been  considered.  But  their  chief 
importance  as  yet  is  prospective,  and  so  iEairly  outside  of  the  scope  of  the 
book — which  is  to  present  life  in  the  Philippines  as  a  contemporary 
social  movement,  to  be  studied  in  its  deeper  manifestations  as  well  as 
under  its  purely  external  aspects.  Victor  S.  Clark. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Some    Ethical    Gains    through    Legislation.     By   FLORENCE 
Kelley.     New  York,  The  Macmillan  Company,  1905. — ^x,  341  pp» 

Florence  Kelley  of  the  Illinois  bar  is  rather  less  known  to  the  public 
than  the  Mrs.  Kelley  of  Hull  House,  of  the  Nurses  Settlement,  of  the 
Illinois  Bureau  of  Factory  Inspection  and  of  the  Consumers'  League. 
But  it  is  in  the  first-named  capacity  that  she  has  put  into  this  admirable 
little  volume  the  boiled-down  results  of  her  experiences  in  the  other 
four.  The  book  might  have  been  called  '*  A  Summary  of  Gains  Still  to 
be  Made,"  since  it  would  be  impossible  for  Mrs.  Kelley,  even  if  she 
wished,  to  write  about  the  protection  of  childhood,  the  right  to  leisure » 
and  rights  of  purchasers,  without  giving  constant  expression  to  her  sense 
of  the  immense  distance  which  society  has  yet  to  travel.  Yet  we  must 
do  the  author  the  justice  to  admit  that,  radical  reformer  though  she  is^ 
and  impatient  though  she  remains  with  the  stupidity  and  callousness 
which  prevent  further  immediate  advances,  she  does  in  this  volume  re- 
cord many  substantial  gains,  and  that  the  standpoint  throughout  is  that 
of  one  determined  to  make  the  most  of  such  progress  as  can  be  found. 
To  be  sure,  this  is  not  exactly  to  class  even  the  Mrs.  Kelley  of  this 
volume  with  the  Giffens,  Lubbocks  and  Camegies  whose  statistics  and 
generalizations  take  the  form  of  one  grand  paean  of  triumph  because 
of  what  democracy  and  industrialism  have  already  done  for  the  working; 
classes.  The  demonstration  that  there  really  are  gains  is  here  based 
upon  much  more  severe  tests  as  to  what  constitutes  a  gain,  and  much. 
clearer  appreciation  of  the  reservations  with  which  any  statement  of 
them  is  to  be  made. 

It  seems  a  little  startling  that  Mrs.  Kelley  feels  constrained  to  begin 
her  discussion  of  the  right  to  childhood  with  such  elementary  premises 
as  that  if  the  children  perish  in  infancy  they  are  obviously  lost  to  the 
Republic  as  citizens ;  if,  surviving  infancy ,  they  are  permitted  to  deteri- 
orate into  criminals,  they  are  bad  citizens ;  if  they  are  left  illiterate,  if 
they  are  overworked  in  body  and  mind,  the  Republic  suffers  the  penalty. 
And  yet  among  the  recent  gains  of  our  American  communities  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  point  to  remedial  legislation,  prosecutions  and  con- 
victions  having  for  their  sole  object  to  stop  the  exposure  of  infcints  at 
night,  in  cold  weather,  in  the  arms  of  begging  women.  The  legislation 
of  the  last  few  years  again,  intended  to  secure  improved  housing  for  the 
people  of  New  York  City,  although  in  Mrs.  Kelley's  opinion  it  is  still 
wholly  inadequate,  constitutes  one  of  the  fundamental  ethical  gains  of 
our  generation.  And  the  reason  which  the  author  gives  for  this  judg- 
ment is  that  it  marks  the  begiiming  of  that  social  protection  of  infant 
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life  without  which  the  right  to  childhood  is  illusory,  and  for  want  of 
which  thousands  of  potential  citizens  in  the  great  cities  within  the  last 
half  century  have  been  lost  to  the  Republic. 

Thus  simply  and  fundamentally  does  the  inquiry  begin,  and  it  pro- 
ceeds relentlessly  through  the  employment  of  young  children  in  tene- 
ment houses,  in  domestic  work,  in  street  occupations,  including  the 
telegram  and  messenger  service,  in  retail  trade  and  in  manufacture, 
with  special  paragraphs  on  the  glass  bottle  industry.  The  legislative 
and  administrative  advances,  the  growth  of  public  sentiment,  and  the 
recent  begirmings  of  cooperation  between  trade  unions  and  philan- 
thropists are  all  recorded.  And  yet,  as  the  story  is  told,  the  back- 
ground of  outrageous  injustice,  evils  not  yet  remedied,  children  still 
unprotected,  seems  to  stand  out  more  and  more  darkly,  and  the  gains 
actually  made  somehow  seem  pitifuDy  small.  The  author  gives  us  the 
impression  of  having  intended  to  produce  the  contrary  effect,  of  having 
exercised  much  restraint  in  her  use  of  damaging  evidence,  and  of  having 
seized  eagerly  upon  every  humane  decision,  every  enlightened  statute, 
every  disinterested  declaration  by  labor  union  or  public  spirited  philan- 
thropist. And  yet  the  constantly  recurring  note  is  in  such  phrases  as 
**  the  inadequacy  of  the  best  measures  yet  enacted,"  "only  initial 
steps  have  been  taken,"  **  unfortunately  there  is  as  yet  no  appropria- 
tion ...  to  enforce  the  law,"  **  so  far  as  they  are  enforced." 

The  chapters  dealing  with  the  right  to  leisure  give  just  ground  for 
greater  confidence  in  the  possibility  of  ethical  gains  through  legislation ; 
and  perhaps  the  most  important  part  of  the  volume  is  that  which  deals 
with  the  judicial  interpretation  of  statutes  regulating  the  hours  of 
work  of  public  servants,  of  statutes  restricting  the  hours  of  labor  of 
women  and  children,  and  of  statutes,  which  are  now  for  the  first  time 
applied  by  the  courts,  restricting  in  certain  occupations,  in  the  interest 
of  public  health,  the  hours  of  labor  of  adult  male  employees  working 
for  corporations  or  individual  employers. 

In  an  appendix  Mrs.  Kelley  has  published  the  text  of  four  of  the 
more  important  of  these  decisions,  including  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  the  case  of  Holden  v.  Hardy,  February  28,  1898, 
upholding  the  Utah  statute  which  forbids  the  employment  of  work- 
ing men  for  more  than  eight  hours  per  day  in  certain  occupations,  as 
being  within  the  police  power  of  the  state ,  and  not  an  unconstitutional 
interference  with  the  right  of  private  contract  or  a  denial  of  due  process 
of  law  or  of  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws.  Of  this  decision  Mrs. 
Kelley  says  that  it 
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did  but  open  the  way,  by  sustaining  a  statute  affecting  a  few  hundred  men 
in  a  state  not  highly  developed  industrially  and  by  affording  a  precedent, 
national  in  its  scope,  whereby  may  be  done  over  again  successfully  work 
which,  in  several  states,  'had  once  been  done  in  vain.  Yet  it  assures  ulti- 
mate success  to  the  long  striving  for  the  statutory  enactment  of  the  right  to 
leisure. 

Of  the  argument  in  favor  of  the  right  of  women  to  the  ballot,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  say  that  it  justifies  its  incorporation  in  this  volume,  which 
is  to  say  that  it  differs  materially  from  the  stock  arguments  of  the  advo> 
cates  of  equal  suffrage.  The  usefulness  of  women  on  public  boards  and 
commissions  is  easily  shown.  Indeed  it  might  very  properly  have  been 
assumed.  It  is  further  shown,  however,  that  in  states  in  whith  women 
do  not  vote  they  are  not  usually  appointed  to  salaried  positions  of  this 
kind,  even  where  the  duties  required  are  such  as  women  are  preemi- 
nently fitted  for,  and  where  the  number  of  available  women  is  very 
large.  In  educational  work  especially  and  in  the  protection  of  children 
there  are  tasks  to  which  women  are  naturally  adapted  and  from  which 
they  are  practically  debarred  by  their  status  as  non-voters.  Except  in 
the  assertion  of  the  right  of  women  to  share  in  the  enactment  of  marriage 
and  divorce  laws,  the  chapter  rests  the  case  for  the  recognition  of  the 
right  of  women  to  the  ballot  on  the  positive  advantages  which  would 
demonstrably  follow.  In  the  case  of  marriage  and  divorce  laws,  it  is 
asserted  that 

since  the  points  of  view  from  which  the  subject  is  approached  by  men  and 
women  are  fundamentally  different,  that  law  alone  can  be  an  essentially 
just  and  righteous  one  which  is  so  framed  as  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  both 
men  and  women  and  to  rest  upon  their  agreement. 

In  the  following  paragraph,  however,  an  attempt  is  made  to  show 
that  the  existing  chaos  in  legislation  affecting  marriage  and  divorce  in 
the  different  states  may  be  ••  due  to  the  enforced  silence  in  matters 
affecting  legislation  of  half  the  people  affected  by  them."  The  argu- 
ment is  thus  brought  back  into  harmony  with  the  general  trend  of  the 
book,  which  emphasizes  everywhere  social  gains  rather  than  abstract 
individual  rights. 

The  closing  chapters  deal  with  the  rights  of  purchasers,  showing  that 
they  are  social  rights,  but  that  as  a  preliminary  to  their  effective  enforce- 
ment it  is  essential  that  the  courts  be  enlightened  and  instructed  con- 
cerning conditions  as  they  exist.  These  chapters  discuss  the  trade 
imion  label  and  the  movement  for  enlightening  purchasers  which  is 
represented  by  consumers'  leagues. 
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The  volume  as  a  whole  gives  us  new  hope  that  the  mtolerable  condi- 
tioDs  which  we  have  suffered  to  survive  or  to  develop  will  not  forever 
remain ;  that  there  is  a  social  conscience  which  is  slowly  awakening  and 
which  has  power  to  influence  electorates,  legislatures  and  courts ;  that, 
while  we  have  as  yet  felt  its  power  only  here  and  there,  we  have  every 
reason  to  expect  these  exceptional  and  sporadic  gains  to  multiply  and 
extend  until  we  are  ready  to  deal  through  legislation  and  the  couits 
with  all  those  problems  which  lie  by  their  nature  beyond  the  possible 
scope  of  individual  effort  and  voluntary  cooperation. 

Edward  T.  Devine. 

Corporations  et  Syndicats.     By  GUSTAVE  Fagniez.     Paris,  Vic 
tor  Lecoffre,  1905. — ^viii,  198  pp.. 

Monopolies,   Trusts   and    Kartells.     By   FRANCIS   W.    HiRST. 
London,  Methuen  and  Co.,  1905. — ^viii,  179  pp. 

Les  Syndicats  Industriels  en  Belgique.    By  GEORGES  DE  Leener. 
Brussels,  Misch  et  Thron,  1904   (second  edition). — ^xxxii,  348  pp. 

In  these  days  everyone  must  write  on  industrial  combination ;  hence 
a  large  number  of  surprisingly  bad  books.  Two  of  the  above  belong 
to  that  number. 

Fagniez 's  Corporations  et  Syndicats  deals  with  employers*  associa- 
tions and  trade  unions  in  France.  The  object  of  the  book,  so  far  as  it 
has  any,  seems  to  be  to  show  that  the  development  of  these  organiza- 
tions has  been  similar  to  that  of  the  mediaeval  gilds  and  corporations* 
After  giving  a  superficial  sketch  of  gild  history,  the  author  presents  a 
few  facts  concerning  organizations  of  employers,  and  devotes  the  sec- 
ond half  of  his  book  to  trade  unions  and  their  position  under  the  French 
law.  The  point  of  view  is  thoroughly  conventional ;  there  are  the  usual 
complaints — restriction  of  apprentices,  limitation  of  output  and  the 
like  offenses ;  there  is  the  usual  commendation  of  trade  schools,  sick 
and  death  benefits  and  other  harmless  diversions  of  "  good  "  unions ; 
but  clear  description  and  analysis  of  significant  phenomena  there  is  none. 
The  book  throws  no  light  on  anything  and  reaches  no  useful  conclu- 
sions.    Why  it  should  have  been  wiitten  it  is  hard  to  see. 

Hirst's  Monopolies^  Trusts  and  Kartells  is  a  reactionary  book,  writ- 
ten largely  from  the  lawyer's  standpoint,  to  show  the  relative  unimpor- 
tance of  monopoly.  Monopoly  is  not  defined,  and  the  word  is  used  in 
a  shifting  and  uncertain  sense.    Natural  monopolies  seem  to  be  of  small 
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importance,  anthracite  coal  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  It  is  not 
altogether  easy  to  be  sure  of  the  author's  position,  but  if  I  understand 
him  rightly,  the  sovereign  remedy  for  the  ills  of  industrial  combination 
is  free  trade,  combined  with  a  system  of  national  waterways  to  curb  the 
railroads.  Why  the  railroads  need  curbing  is  not  clear,  as  they  are  not 
monopolies,  but  among  other  things  are  subject  to  competition  of 
**  potential  lines.  "  This  surpasses  the  ingenuity  of  even  the  best 
railroad  lawyers  in  the  Senate ;  surely  it  is  potential  competition  run 
mad. 

Free  trade,  however,  is  Mr.  Hirst's  real  specific.  He  has  a  veritable 
obsession  of  fiee  trade,  and  it  leads  him  to  some  strange  conclusions* 
It  may  startle  American  iron  and  steel  makers  to  learn  that  '*  the  in- 
dustry on  its  present  basis  is  dependent  on  the  tariff  "  (p.  133).  We 
had  not  blamed  the  wicked  tariff  with  anything  worse  than  the  exorbit- 
ant profits  often  made  by  the  steel  men.  Scarcely  less  surprising  is  the 
information,  in  another  connection,  that  the  success  of  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  "  is  exactly  parallel  to  that  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Com- 
bination "  (p.  130).  Chewing  gimi  and  Royal  baking  powder,  as 
products  of  non- protected  trusts,  furnish  our  free-trade  critic  an  in- 
soluble riddle,  though  he  is  undaunted  by  the  International  Thread 
Company.  Possibly  further  acquaintance  with  a  dozen  or  so  other  non- 
protected trusts  might  shake  his  confidence  in  Mr.  Havemeyer  as  the 
ultimate  authority  on  the  genesis  of  trusts.    But  enough  of  such  criticism. 

Mr.  Hirst's  book  is  evidently  the  product  of  considerable  study,  but 
its  analysis  is  not  clear  and  its  discernment  of  actual  tendencies  is  niL 
Probably  few  careful  students  doubt  the  persistence  of  competition,  but 
who  cannot  see  that  the  regime  of  many  small  producers  is  yielding  to 
a  condition  in  which  a  few  great  ones  alternately  compete  fiercely  and 
then  combine  for  mutual  advantage? 

De  Leener's  Les  Syndicats  Industriels  en  Belgique  is  a  work  wholly 
different  in  method  and  point  of  view.  It  first  deals  with  the  nature 
of  industrial  progress  and  the  place  of  combination  in  such  progress. 
The  monopoly  regime  of  the  gilds  yielded  to  the  free  competition  of  the 
industrial  revolution,  which  brought  productive  anarchy  in  its  train. 
This  in  turn  is  yielding  to  a  system  of  combined  production  more  or 
less  monopolistic.  The  author  recognizes  the  evident  drift  toward 
combination,  but  does  not  go  to  the  extreme  of  maintaining  that  all 
industry  will  straightway  organize  itself  in  monopolies. 

After  propounding  his  general  theory,  M.  de  Leener  takes  up  the 
Belgian  syndicates  in  detail,  classifying  them  as  ententes^  which  are 
tacit  and  occasional  agreements  ;  pools,  or  permanent  syndicates  with- 
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oat  fonnal  convendons ;  cartels,  ox  83axlicates  based  on  written  con- 
tracts ;  and  trusts,  in  which  the  combined  concerns  are  actually  merged 
in  one.  The  fourth  class  is  scarcely  represented  in  Belgiimi.  Many 
examples  of  the  others  are  given,  illustrating  the  origin,  the  relations,  the 
advantages  and  the  disadvantages  of  the  various  forms  of  combination^ 
and  showing  how  one  form  passes  over  into  another  with  a  constant 
tendency  to  closer  union.  Instead  of  dividing  the  field  of  industry  into 
two  sharply  contrasted  parts,  the  competitive  and  the  monopolistic,  the 
author  shows  the  various  degrees  by  which  competition  shades  off  into 
monopoly.  This  view  has  the  advantage  of  corresponding  with  facts. 
Among  the  most  interesting  combinations  described  are  those  in  the  fuel^ 
steel ,  cotton  and  match  industries  •  Appendices  give  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  illustrative  documents.  Among  the  reasons  given  for  the  formation 
of  ^the  Belgian  combines,  American  competition  is  given  a  prominent 
place,  and  the  cheapness  of  American  production  is  attributed  chiefly 
to  our  superior  organization. 

M.  de  Leener's  conclusions  are  highly  favorable  to  the  syndicates. 
Affording  the  only  means  of  escape  from  the  anarchy  of  competitive 
production,  they  are  advantageous  alike  to  the  producer,  to  his  em- 
ployees and  to  the  public.  Their  stability  is  shown  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  came  through  the  Belgian  industrial  crisis  of  190 1.  That 
there  may  be  dangers  in  the  movement  the  author  grants,  but  he  holds 
the  law  adequate  to  meet  them.  A  more  caieful  study  of  American 
conditions  might  lead  to  a  less  confident  generalization  as  to  the 
'*  momentariness"  of  the  abuses  with  which  industrial  syndicates  are 
charged. 

As  a  whole  this  is  a  useful  book.  The  method  used  involves  much 
wearisome  repetition,  and  the  facts  do  not  always  warrant  all  the  infer- 
ences. Notably,  the  treatment  of  prices  is  inadequate.  In  covering 
so  broad  a  field,  it  is  inevitable  that  little  more  can  be  given  than  a 
somewhat  superficial  description.  While  such  studies  have  their  value » 
the  most  useful  work  in  this  field  to-day  consists  in  thorough  and  de- 
tailed studies  of  particular  industries.  From  such  works  we  may 
derive  the  information  on  which  to  base  valid  general  judgments. 

Henry  Raymond  Mussey. 

Bryn  Mawr  Collbgb. 
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The  Principles  of  Money  and  Banking.  By  CHARLES  A. 
CoNANT.  New  York,  Harper  and  Brothers,  1905. — Two  voluines  : 
XV,  437  PP- ;  viii,  488  pp. 

There  has  not  appeared  heretofore,  at  least  in  the  English  language* 
a  Principles  of  Money  and  Banking  with  quite  so  wide  a  scope  as  the 
new  two- volume  work  just  published  by  Mr.  Conant.  The  first  volume 
contains  three  books  on  money,  the  second,  three  on  banking,  while  the 
whole  consists  of  forty-five  chapters.  The  first  book,  styled  "The 
Evolution  of  Modem  Money,"  adds  little  of  importance  to  the  existing 
literature  of  the  subject,  unless  certain  new  detail  of  purely  antiquarian 
interest  should  be  regarded  as  important.  There  is  in  this  book,  how- 
ever, one  striking  peculiarity  of  analysis  which  calls  for  comment.  Or- 
dinarily money  is  said  to  have  four  functions,  if  that  of  "  store  of 
value  *'  is  included,  but  Mr.  Conant  recognizes  five  "  essential  **  func-' 
tions  (vol.  I,  p.  20).  The  extra  category  arises  from  the  author's 
separating  a  function  of  '<  standard  of  value  "  from  that  of  "  common 
denominator  of  value"  on  the  one  hand  and  from  "standard  of 
deferred  payments  "on  the  other.  Walker  raised  the  question  (now 
properly  regarded  as  merely  a  question  of  words)  whether  the  second 
function  performed  by  money  should  be  referred  to  as  that  of 
"measure"  (standard)  of  value  or  should  rather  be  designated  as 
that  of  "common  denominator"  of  value.  Mr.  Conant,  however, 
holds  that  there  is,  first,  a  function  of  common  denominator  of  value 
and,  secondly,  an  additional  function  of  standard  of  value,  which 
is  yet  distinct  from  that  of  standard  of  deferred  payments.  From  the 
reviewer's  standpoint,  this  innovation  serves  as  an  example  of  the  un- 
critical thinking  which  is  common  in  the  work  wherever  it  deals  with 
questions  of  analysis  or  theory,  as  distinguished  from  pure  description 
of  monetary  institutions  and  practices. 

Judged  from  any  viewpoint,  the  fundamental  weakness  of  this  work 
is  its  extreme  and  loose  eclecticism.  This  defect  shows  most  promi- 
nently in  book  ii,  upon  the  "  Principles  of  the  Value  of  Money."  Not 
uncommonly  almost  whole  chapters  are  composed  of  a  series  of  quota- 
tions coimected  by  a  text  which  does  not  contain  a  great  deal  more 
than  the  author's  explanation  of  the  very  points  made  in  the  quotations 
themselves.  Thus  on  page  113  (vol.  i),  Mr.  Bolles  is  quoted  in  sup- 
port of  the  affirmation  that  gold  coin  will  lose  none  of  its  value  when 
melted  into  bullion.  It  is  difficult  to  see  why  any  particular  writer 
should  be  given  credit  for  such  a  well-known  fact.  Mr.  Conant  next 
points  out  that  the  bullion  could  not  be  spent  in  ordinary  trade  without 
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fiist  being  coined  again.  This  obvious  truth  is  then  reinforced  by  a 
citation  from  the  far  removed  and  wordy  Karl  Marx  : 

That  money  takes  the  shape  of  coin,  springs  from  its  function  as  the  circu- 
lating medium.  The  weight  of  gold  represented  in  imagination  by  the 
prices  or  money-names  of  commodities  must  confront  those  commodities, 
within  the  circulation,  in  the  shape  of  coins  or  pieces  of  gold  of  a  given  de- 
nomination. 

Thus  we  learn  on  authority  that  to  spend  your  gold  over  the  tradesman's 
counter  you  must  have  it  coined. 

Moreover,  examples  of  positively  inappropriate,  as  distinguished  from 
merely  wasteful,  quotation  are  not  lacking.  Thus  on  page  167  (vol.  i)  , 
in  support  of  the  Ricardian  theory  of  specie  distribution — ^which  Mr. 
Conant  accepts  as  correct,  subject  to  two  qualifications  which  advocates 
of  this  theory  will  readily  grant — the  author  cites  from  Professor 
Laughlin's  Principks  of  Money  a  passage  which  was  designed  by  its 
author  to  be  a  direct  refutation  of  the  Ricardian  theory,  and  which  can 
be  regarded  in  no  other  light. 

Numerous  and  important  misapplications  of  the  **  principle  of  mar- 
ginal utility  "  may  be  found  in  the  work  imder  review.  Here  again  the 
fault  would  seem  to  lie  with  the  author's  uncritical  eclecticism.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  exactly  what  Mr.  Conant  means  by  the  "  principle  of 
marginal  utility,"  although  in  his  preface  (page  vi)  he  explains  that  he 
regards  his  application  of  it  to  monetary  problems  as  one  of  the  two 
distinctive  features  of  his  work.  The  first  application  comes  in  the 
preface  itself  (page  vi),  where  it  is  asserted  that  the  **  evolution  "  of 
money  from  cattle  to  perfected  gold  coin  "  has  followed  the  principle 
of  marginal  utility,"  which,  if  it  means  anything,  is  only  an  extremely 
obscure  way  of  saying  that  gold  is  the  most  useful  form  of  money  in  a 
rich  and  developed  society.  Other  instances  of  peculiar  misuse  of  the 
phrase  may  be  mentioned.  Thus,  on  page  214  (vol.  ii)  we  are  told 
that  '*  it  is  for  the  banker  to  determine  the  relative  marginal  utilities  of 
enterprises."  Why  refer  to  relative  money-making  possibilities  as 
relative  marginal  utilities?  And  again  (vol.  ii,  p.  389)  "The  law  of 
marginal  utility  will  •  .  .  drive  the  buyer  with  almost  unerring  instinct 
to  the  seller  who  sells  the  best  goods  at  the  lowest  prices."  This  pas- 
sage is  unique  in  that  it  uses  the  phrase  '<  law  of  marginal  utility  "  as  a 
precise  synonym  for  plain  business  common  sense.  In  his  chapter  en 
the  distribution  of  money,  Mr.  Conant  announces  at  the  outset  that 
«•  the  essential  principle  which  governs  the  distribution  of  money  be- 
tween communities  is  the  so-called  law  of  marginal  utility  "  (vol.  i,  p. 
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245).  The  only  meaning  this  can  have  is  that  the  relative  stocks  of 
specie  in  different  regions  will  come  to  an  equilibriimi  when  specie 
reaches  in  each  region  the  same  marginal  utility  as  in  eveiy  other 
jregion.  If  marginal  utility  is  to  govern  specie  distribution,  this  is  the 
only  way  in  which  it  could  do  so.  It  must  be  stated,  however,  that 
Mr.  Conant  does  not  suggest  that  this  is  actually  the  way  in  which 
marginal  utility  governs  specie  distribution,  for  in  fact  his  chapter  lacks 
any  precise  thesis  regarding  the  manner  of  the  action  of  marginal  utility. 

The  per  capita  stock  of  gold  money  in  France  is  about  two- thirds 
larger  than  in  England,  though  perhaps  England  does  two- thirds  more 
business  per  capita  than  France.  In  harmony  with  the  quantity  theory 
and  with  the  received  theory  of  specie  distribution,  this  phenomenon  is 
explained  by  reference  to  the  fact  that  in  England  the  bank  check  is 
izx  more  generally  used  as  a  substitute  for  standard  money  than  in 
France.  Since  the  demand  for  specie  is  thus  limited,  in  England,  a 
smaller  relative  supply  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  exchange  value  of 
specie  at  the  world  level.  Mr.  Conant  claims  that  this  explanation  is 
*^  inadequate  and  unsatis&ctory  "  (vol.  i,  p.  256),  and  proceeds  to 
make  it  adequate  by  appending  the  explanation  that  the  reason  why  a 
larger  supply  of  specie  is  required  in  France  is  because  the  marginal 
utility  of  specie  must  be  kept  down  there,  since  the  lack  of  the  use  of 
credit  instruments  tends  to  raise  the  marginal  utility  of  specie.  Here 
Mr.  Conant  has  merely  substituted  "marginal  utility  "  for  " exchange 
value." 

With  respect  to  the  general  drift  of  book  ii,  on  the  value  of  money, 
it  might  be  said  that  formally  it  is  in  large  part  built  up  as  a  criticism 
of  the  quantity  theory,  that  is  to  say,  of  various  cruder  forms  of  that 
theory  set  up  from  time  to  time  by  the  author.  But  though  this  sup- 
plies the  author  with  abundance  of  subject-matter  for  discussion,  the 
net  positive  result  of  the  book — aside  from  the  marginal  utility  wastage 
— is  really  such  a  supply-and-demand  theory  of  the  value  of  money  as 
would  be  called  the  quantity  theory  by  any  present-day  economist  who 
accepts  that  doctrine.  Every  objection  to  the  various  **  cruder  forms  " 
of  the  theory  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Conant,  would,  I  dare  say,  be 
granted  by  President  Walker,  were  he  alive.  It  is  true  that  Mr. 
Conant  prefers  to  define  money  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  necessary 
for  him  to  regard  an  increase  in  bank  or  government  notes  not  as  an 
increase  in  the  supply  of  money  but  as  a  cause  operating  to  reduce  the 
demand  for  money,  /.  e,  standard  money.  But  the  net  result  is  the 
same  whether  such  notes  are  regarded  as  increasing  the  supply  of  money 
or  as  diminishing  the  demand  for  it.     Whether  the  carefully  safeguarded 
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sapply-and-demand  theory  which  is  the  net  positive  result  of  Mr. 
Conant's  reasonings  ought  to  be  called  a  quantity  theozy,  is  after  all  a 
question  of  words.  It  certainly  is  the  quantity  theory  as  understood  by 
many  contemporary  economists.  In  the  judgment  of  the  reviewer,  the 
verdict  of  time  will  be  in  favor  of  retaining  for  it  the  designation  of 
-•*  quantity  theory." 

In  book  iii, entitled  "The  Evolution  of  Monetary  Systems,"  Mr. 
Conant  discusses,  among  other  things,  the  question  of  international  bi- 
metallism. Considerable  sympathy  is  shown  for  the  theoretical  claims 
of  bimetallists,  and  the  author  admits  (vol.  i,  p.  356)  that  none  of  the 
historical  experiments  with  bimetallism  have  fully  tested  its  possibilities. 
Also  the  compensating  action  of  the  French  bimetallic  system  upon  the 
world's  commercial  ratio  is  conceded  (vol.  i,  p.  340,  et  passim). 
The  author  regards  bimetallism  as  a  dead  issue,  and  pins  his  faith  to 
the  "  gold-exchange  "  standard,  as  the  means  of  ridding  the  world  of 
the  evil  of  the  fluctuating  exchanges  between  gold-  and  silver- using  coun- 
tries. His  description  of  the  gold-exchange  standard  is  an  able  and 
interesting  discussion  of  a  new  currency  system,  in  the  devising  of 
which  he  himself  played  a  prominent  part. 

Mr.  Conant 's  second  volume,  on  banking,  is  a  more  satisfactory  piece 
of  work  than  the  volume  on  money.  One  reason,  perhaps,  is  that  here 
the  author  is  concerned  to  a  greater  extent  with  description  than  with 
theory,  and  with  the  description  of  financial  institutions  and  practices 
of  which  he  possesses  unusually  minute  and  thorough-going  knowl- 
edge. The  admirable  reach  and  scope  of  this  part  of  the  work  will 
make  it  very  usefuL 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  said  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  a 
work  like  Mr.  Conant's,  in  a  field  often  traversed  before  by  others, 
should  be  composed  in  great  part  of  new  theory  or  of  new  description. 
On  the  other  hand,  merely  to  bring  into  juxtaposition  a  larger  amount 
of  related  material  than  any  of  its  predecessors  does  not  in  and  of  itself 
entitle  a  book  to  high  esteem.  While  Mr.  Conant 's  work  possesses  the 
virtue  of  great  comprehensiveness,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  reviewer  that, 
to  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  the  general  reader  and  the  university  student 
alike,  a  book  on  money  and  banking  should  above  all  exhibit  that 
unity  and  precision  of  theory  which  is  the  greatest  lack  in  Mr. 
Conant's  work. 

A.  C.  Whttaker. 
Stanford  Universht. 
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Systhmes  Geniraux  d'ImpSts.  Par  Rene  Stourm.  Deuxi^me 
Mition,  revise  et  mise  au  couiant.  Paris,  Guilkumm  et  Cie.,  1905. 
— vi,  430  pp. 

Although  following  the  same  genezal  plan  and  proceeding  from  the 
same  point  of  view  as  its  predecessor  of  thirteen  years  ago,  the  new  edi- 
tion of  M.  Stourm 's  well-known  work  includes  so  many  changes  in  details 
of  statement  and  so  many  additions  of  new  material  as  to  constitute  almost 
a  new  book  rather  than  a  second  edition.  The  aim  in  rewriting  has 
been  to  bring  the  work  abieast  of  the  progress  in  fiscal  notions  and  in 
fiscal  practices  that  has  been  made  since  1893.  As  regards  the  latter 
task,  the  purpose  has  been  in  large  degree  realized.  For  in  part  ii,  the 
most  notably  altered  and  extended  portion  of  the  work,  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  revised  or  newly  installed  taxes  on  income  in  Prussia 
and  various  other  German  states ;  to  the  taxes  on  property  which  now 
supplement  the  income  taxes  in  Prussia,  Holland  and  the  Swiss  cantons ; 
to  the  extension  of  exemptions  in  the  English  income  tax  lists,  with  the 
increase  in  rates  that  has  resulted  from  the  expanded  budget  arising  out 
of  the  South  African  war ;  to  the  introduction  of  progression  in  the  in- 
heritance tax  arrangements  of  England ;  and  finally ,  as  regards  France, 
to  the  increasing  and,  in  the  author's  mind,  regrettable  reliance  of  the 
budget  on  the  fiscal  monopolies,  to  the  thoroughgoing  revision  of 
the  drink  taxes,  to  the  increase  of  the  customs  dues  on  food  and  to 
the  recent  experiences  with  the  **  impositions  des  valeurs  ostensibles." 

As  regards  tax  theory  there  is  nothing  new.  As  in  the  first  edition, 
aside  from  French  works  en  the  subject,  little  or  no  specific  considera- 
tion is  given  to  the  literature  of  recent  decades.  This  conscious  neg- 
lect, arising  perhaps  from  a  distaste  for  the  hypothetical  analysis  so 
prominent  in  the  development  of  recent  theories,  manifests  itself  in 
characteristic  fashion  in  the  author's  dictum  that  no  doctrine  of  general 
applicability  can  be  laid  do^Mi  with  reference  to  income  taxes,  where 
in  his  view  local  pecularities  in  environing  conditions  are  the  important 
considerations.  Indeed,  in  so  far  as  he  permits  himself  to  generalize, 
it  is  largely  the  outcome  of  the  good,  old-fashioned  conviction  that  taxa- 
tion should  be  used,  not  as  an  engine  of  social  or  economic  reform,  but 
purely  and  simply  as  a  means  of  obtaining  revenue.  Contemporary 
happenings  have  in  his  mind  only  confirmed  the  necessity  of  again  pro- 
claiming this  principle.  This  principle  once  elevated  to  its  proper 
position,  the  attaining  of  the  great  desideratum  of  justice  in  taxation 
becomes  a  matter  of  moderation  and  proportion  in  rates  of  taxation 
and  of  a  minimum  of  taxation  on  the  prime  necessaries  of  life. 
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In  gonial,  the  work  possesses  the  merits  as  well  as  the  defects  of  the 
earlier  edition.  It  is  characterized  by  the  same  simplicity,  clearness 
and  vivacity  of  style,  as  well  as  by  the  same  off-hand  dismissal  of  views 
that  do  not  accord  with  the  author's  own.  Its  exposition  of  French 
tax  problems  and  its  criticism  of  certain  tendencies  in  French  practice 
leave  little  to  be  desired.  But  its  veiy  merit  in  this  respect  is  the 
measure  of  its  shortcomings  as  a  treatise  on  general  systems  of  taxation. 
The  general  theoretical  discussion  and  the  description  of  foreign  tax 
systems  and  experience  are  not  only  summary  and  incomplete  in  them- 
selves, but  are  also  significantly  subordinated  to  the  explaining  and 
solving  of  French  problems.  This  tendency  comes  out  nowhere  more 
clearly  than  in  the  last  chapter,  in  which  the  recommended  fiscal  re- 
forms all  have  reference  strictly  to  French  conditions  and  needs.  This 
may  be  entirely  germane  to  the  author's  main  purpose,  but  in  such  case 
some  modification  of  the  title  of  the.  work  would  not  be  amiss. 

RoswELL  C.  McCrea. 

BOWDOm  COLUSGS. 

Agricultural  and  Pastoral  Prospects  of  South  Africa.  By 
Owen  Thomas.  'London,  Archibald  Constable  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  1904. 
— viii»335  pp.,  map. 

The  Business  Side  of  Agriculture.  By  A.  G.  L.  ROGERS. 
London,  Methuen  &  Co.,  1904. — 159  pp. 

The  History  of  Agriculture  in  Dane  County^  Wisconsin.  By 
B.  H.  HiBBARD.  Bulletin  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin^  no.  loi, 
1904. — 146  pp. 

Each  of  these  three  volumes  is  an  important  contribution  to  the 
literature  of  agricultural  economics.  A  historical  and  comparative 
study  of  the  agriculture  of  the  various  countries  of  the  world  is  the 
necessary  basis  for  any  comprehensive  treatment  of  the  economic  prob- 
lems in  agriculture ;  and  these  volumes,  treating  of  widely  separated 
countries  where  soil,  climate,  population  and  facilities  for  marketing  the 
produce  are  very  different,  are  especially  useful  in  helping  the  student 
to  distinguish  between  the  rules  which  apply  only  to  specific  localities 
at  a  given  time  and  the  underlying  principles  which  are  true  for  all 
places  and  at  all  times. 

The  principal  topics  included  in  Mr.  Thomas's  discussion  of  the 
agricultural  and  pastoral  prospects  of  South  Africa  are  the  soil,  the 
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climate,  the  characteristics  of  the  people,  the  products,  the  markets, 
the  organization  of  agriculture,  including  cooperation,  agricultural 
credit  and  land  tenure.  The  book  will  prove  interesting  and  valuable 
both  to  the  student  of  economic  geography  and  to  the  student  of  agri- 
cultural economics.  The  author  draws  many  interesting  contrasts 
bet^veen  England  and  South  Africa,  which  emphasize  the  relativity  of 
all  the  rules  of  husbandry.  For  example,  whereas  deep  plowing  is  an 
indication  of  sound  farming  in  England  it*seems  to  be  detrimental  in 
South  Africa.  The  principal  field  crops  are  wheat,  maize,  Kaffir  com, 
potatoes  and  tobacco.  Experiments  are  being  made  in  the  cultivation 
of  cotton,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  ''  cotton  industry  has  an  exceed- 
ingly bright  future."  But  none  of  these  products  have  made  any 
appreciable  impression  as  yet  upon  the  world  market  and  there  is  little 
chance  that  they  will.  ''  South  Africa  may  be  said  to  be  a  barren 
country.  The  exceptions  to  the  rule  lie  in  the  more  humid  districts 
....  From  the  agricultural  and  pastoral  point  of  view,  the  weather 
of  South  Africa  is  extremely  unsatisfactory."  Stock  farming  is  the 
most  profitable  industry  in  most  parts  of  the  coimtry,  and  the  condi- 
tions for  this  industry  are  not  especiaUy  attractive.  The  pastures  are 
so  poor  that  from  ten  to  twenty  acres  are  required  per  head  of  cattle. 
The  climate  is  such  that  the  cattle  must  be  able  to  withstand  great  and 
sudden  changes  of  temperature ,  which  makes  the  development  of  the 
more  valuable  types  very  difficult. 

While  specially  recommending  South  Africa  as  a  stock-raising  country 
(when  animal  disease  is  eradicated  or  at  least  controlled),  I  do  not  wish  to 
imply  that  it  is  the  best  or  even  the  second  best  stock-raising  coimtry  in  the 
world.  If,  however,  it  is  selected  by  the  immigrant  for  its  healthy  and 
bracing  climate,  and  its  many  other  advantages  over  other  countries,  then 
I  say  that  (of  all  farming  industries)  stock-farming  undoubtedly  is  the  most 
promising. 

The  size  of  farms  in  South  Africa  may  be  of  interest  to  those  who 
are  now  interested  in  the  disposition  of  those  parts  of  our  public  domain 
which  are  fitted  only  for  grazing  purposes. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  farms  :  (a)  farms  under  i,ooo  acres ;  (b)  farms 
of  about  3,000  acres  ;  (c)  farms  of  6,000  acres  and  upward.  Where  the 
veld  is  poor,  a  farm  of  40,000  acres  is  not  uncommon.  But  the  majority  of 
farms  contain  about  3,000  acres  .  .  .  Land  which  will  carry  only  one  beast 
to  twenty  acres,  must  be  farmed  on  a  large  scale ;  for  1,000  acres  are  equal 
to  no  more  than  fifty  acres  in  England.  A  farmer,  (a  stock-farmer  espec- 
ially), who  only  had  a  fifty-acre  farm  in  England,  would  be  a  very  small 
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fumer,  and  a  South  African  fanner  who  only  had  a  i, coo-acre  farm  would 
be  his  equal.  This  is  the  reason,  and  the  only  reason,  why  the  Boers  are 
not  satisfied  with  less  than  3,000  acres.     They  cannot  live  on  less. 

Mr.  Rogers's  book  on  the  Business  Side  of  Agriculture  is  a  study  of  the 
economic  problems  of  the  English  former,  with  especial  reference  to  the 
methods  of  marketing  farm  products.  The  first  chapter  deals  with  the 
farmer  and  his  markets.  The  fact  is  especially  emphasized  that  the 
English  farmer  is  a  business  man ,  that  he  ^ '  seeks  to  make  money  exactly 
as  the  manufacturer  does."  It  is  necessary  for  the  English  farmers  to 
be  distinctively  commercial  agriculturists,  because  they  are  practically  all 
tenant  farmers  and  invariably  pay  a  cash  rent,  and  becatise  they  depend 
more  largely  upon  the  markets  for  the  articles  of  every-day  consumption 
than  do  the  farmers  of  most  other  countries.  These  demands  for  money 
make  it  necessary  for  the  farmer  to  center  his  thought  and  energy  upon 
the  one  problem  of  putting  upon  the  market  those  products  which  will 
best  replenish  his  bank  account.  Chapters  ii  and  iii  are  devoted  to  a 
discussion  of  the  ^'  traditional  methods  "  of  marketing  the  various  pro- 
ducts of  the  farm,  including  cereals,  hops,  fruits,  vegetables,  live-i$tock 
and  live-stock  products.  Especial  attention  is  given  to  the  methods  of 
marketing  wheat  in  America  and  in  England.  The  great  variety  of 
weights  and  measures  which  still  remain  in  use  in  the  rural  districts 
of  England  and  the  different  methods  of  making  sales  are  described 
in  considerable  detail.  But  to  the  English  farmer  the  marketing  of 
live-stock  and  dairy  products  is  more  important  than  the  marketing  of 
grain.  *•  Barely  one-seventh  of  the  supply  of  wheat  consumed  by  the 
nation  is  grown  in  these  islands,  while  more  than  one- half  of  the  meat 
eaten  at  home  is  home-bred."  There  are  two  methods  commonly 
used  in  disposing  of  live-stock.  The  first  is  by  direct  sale ;  the  second 
by  auction.  Where  the  first  method  is  used  the  custom  is  for  the  seller 
to  seek  his  purchasers  by  advertising  widely  in  the  agricultural  and  other 
newspapers.  The  most  common  method  of  selling  live-stock,  however, 
18  by  auction.  The  auctions  tike  place  most  commonly  at  the  markets 
which  are  found  in  nearly  every  large  toi/vTi.  The  final  chapter  is  de- 
voted to  a  discussion  of  **  some  of  the  schemes  that  have  been  devised 
in  recent  years  by  persons  or  organizations  interested  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  agricultural  classes  to  assist  them  to  dispose  of  their  produce  to 
a  better  advantage." 

Dr.  Hibbard's  monograph  is  an  economic  study  of  the  agriculture  of 
Dane  County,  Wisconsin,  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  the  country  to 
the  present  time.     It  traces  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
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system  of  farming  and  seeks  to  find  the  causes  of  these  changes.  The 
settlement  of  Wisconsin,  the  character  of  the  immigrants,  the  selection 
of  land  and  the  precautions  taken  against  land  grabbing  are  interesting 
subjects  taken  up  in  the  introduction.  The  discussion  of  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  earlier  period  centers  about  wheat  production,  whereas  that 
of  the  later  period  centers  about  the  development  of  the  dairy  industry, 
the  introduction  of  tobacco  culture  and  the  rise  and  the  fall  of  the  hop 
industry.  The  main  object  of  this  monograph  is  to  outline  the  econo- 
mic influences  which  made  necessary  the  transition  from  the  one-crop 
system,  with  wheat  as  the  staple,  to  the  complex  farm  organization  of 
the  present  time,  with  cheese  production,  butter  production  and 
tobacco  culture  as  locally  specialized  industries  superimposed  upon  a 
basis  of  mixed  farming.  The  book  emphasizes  the  &ct  that  the  wel^re 
of  the  firmer  is  closely  dependent  upon  the  industrial  and  commercial 
conditions  in  the  larger  world  of  which  he  is  a  part ;  that  in  this  larger 
world  changes  are  constantly  taking  place  which  affect  the  prices  of  the 
products  which  the  firmer  has  to  sell  and  upon  which  his  profits  de- 
pend ;  that,  as  a  result  of  these  changes,  the  lines  of  production  which 
are  at  one  time  most  profitable  may ,  at  another  time  and  under  changed 
conditions  as  to  market  relations,  prove  relatively  unprofitable ;  and 
that  the  firmer  must  ever  be  alert  if  he  would  so  adjust  the  organization 
of  his  farm  to  the  demands  of  the  market  as  to  secure  the  largest  profit. 
It  is  shoi/vn  that  the  conservatism  which  leads  the  firmer  to  adhere  to 
obsolete  customs,  when  it  is  clearly  to  his  interest  to  reorganize  his  &rm 
operations,  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  necessary  economic  changes 
cause  so  much  loss  and  suffering ;  but  the  difficulties  which  the  farmer 
has  to  meet  in  readjusting  himself  to  changed  conditions  are  also 
pointed  out.  It  often  happens  that  the  necessary  reorganization  b  ex- 
pensive and  that  the  farmer  has  not  the  money  and  can  not  secure  the 
credit  necessary  for  making  the  change.  And,  again,  the  conditions 
which  influence  the  prices  of  &rm  products  are  so  complex  that  it  is 
very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  fetrmer  to  distinguish  between 
temporary  and  permanent  changes  in  the  prices  of  his  produce.  This 
proved  to  be  especially  true  in  the  hop  industry.  The  book  im- 
presses upon  the  mind  of  the  reader  that  the  farmer  must  not  only  be 
alert  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  operations  of  the  &rm,  but  he  must  be 
a  man  well  informed  on  the  price-determining  forces,  and  an  habitual 
thinker  on  the  problems  of  farm  economy,  if  he  is  to  secure  from  his 
land  and  labor  the  greatest  possible  profits. 

Henry  C.  Taylor. 
UNivEasrry  of  Wisconsin. 
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The  City  the  Hope  of  Democracy.     By  FREDERIC  C.  HowE. 
New  York,  Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  1905 — ^xiii,  319  pp. 

Unlike  the  xeactionazy  radicals  of  the  Kropotkin  school,  who  regard 
the  present  tendency  toward  concentration  of  population  as  a  transitoiy , 
pathological  condition,  soon  to  give  way  to  an  equally  marked  move- 
ment of  population  toward  the  fields  and  villages.  Dr.  Howe  believes 
that  urban  development  is  in  its  infancy.  His  calculations  of  the  prob- 
able development  of  the  future  outrun  the  visions  of  H.  G.  Welb  and 
John  Brisben  Walker.  Another  century  will  multiply  ten-fold  the  popu- 
lation of  cities  like  New  York  and  Chicago ;  it  will  increase  in  less 
degree,  but  nevertheless  many  fold,  the  population  of  the  smaller  cities. 
Manhatten  Island  will  at  the  close  of  this  century  be  a  mass  of  sky- 
scrapers devoted  to  business  purposes,  while  the  population  will  find 
homes  fif^  and  a  hundred  miles  away  in  the  surrounding  country. 

Prophecy  by  its  nature  eludes  criticism ;  its  acceptance  or  rejection 
depends  upon  individual  temperament.  It  may  nevertheless  be  not 
amiss  to  point  out  that  the  urban  development  of  the  last  century  has 
gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  extension  of  cultivation  to  virgin  lands. 
Under  the  soil-robbing  methods  of  western  agriculture,  a  diminishing 
proportion  of  the  population  has  been  able  to  provide  food  and  raw 
materials  in  sufficiency,  and  the  superfluous  agricultural  population  has 
drifted  to  the  cities.  The  world  has  not  yet  exhausted  its  richest  lands ; 
extensive  cultivation,  with  its  immense  product  per  unit  of  labor,  will 
undoubtedly  permit  still  further  concentration.  But  we  already  see  signs 
of  a  change  in  agricultural  methods  which  requires  a  greater  expenditure 
of  labor  for  a  given  product.  It  is  therefore  open  to  question  whether 
the  future  promises  any  such  extraordinary  concentration  of  population 
as  our  social  prophets  would  lead  us  to  expect. 

In  Dr.  Howe's  view,  the  modem  city  offers  on  the  whole  better 
opportunities  for  satis^tory  existence  than  man  has  ever  before  en- 
joyed. At  the  same  time  it  entails  frightful  costs — the  slum,  the  jail, 
the  uncertainty  of  employment,  the  merciless  elimination  of  the  weak. 
Corruption  of  the  electorate,  incompetence  and  venality  of  the  public 
authorities,  represent  further  costs  of  city  life.  It  is  Dr.  Howe's  chief 
purpose  to  point  out  how  the  costs  may  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  In 
order  to  purify  municipal  politics,  he  would  have  the  city  oi/rn  and 
operate  all  enterprises  which  are  based  upon  public  franchises.  The 
value  of  such  franchises  is  so  great  that  bidders  for  them  can  afford  to 
pay  enormous  bribes  to  secure  them  for  nothing,  or  for  a  ncminal  price. 
To  control  the  mimicipal  authority  either  directly  or  through  the  politi- 
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cal  organization  is  an  essential  point  in  the  policy  of  public  service 
corporations.  Hence  the  shameful  corruption  of  American  cities— a 
conclusion  which,  unforturuitely,  sounds  very  like  a  commonplace. 
In  order  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  city's  poor,  Dr.  Howe  would 
have  the  city  enter  upon  an  extensive  policy  of  quasi-private  enter- 
prises— mimicipal  tenements,  lodging  houses,  crtehes,  workshops  and 
the  like.  More  than  all,  he  urges  measures  for  the  reduction  of  rents. 
The  tribute  to  the  landowners  is,  in  his  opinion,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant causes  of  the  destitution  of  the  working  poor.  The  improve- 
ment and  cheapening  means  of  transit  would  in  some  measure  relieve 
congestion.  The  author's  chief  reliance,  however,  is  the  single  tax, 
with  the  stimulus  to  building  that  it  is  alleged  wouM  follow  frcm  it. 

It  is  unforturuiie  that  Dr.  Howe  should  have  devoted  so  much  of  his 
energy  to  the  defense  of  those  parts  of  the  system  of  Henry  George 
which  the  progress  of  economic  thought  has  rendered  untenable.  Thus 
on  page  269  he  argues  that  common  justice,  as  between  different  classes 
of  taxpayers,  requires  the  imposition  of  exceptionally  heavy,  taxes  upon 
land.  Two  men,  A  and  B,  are  seeking  investment.  A  decides  to  in- 
vest in  land,  B  in  houses.  A's  land  appreciates  in  value,  B's  houses 
depreciate.  From  this  it  seems  clear  to  Dr.  Howe  that  A  is  in  a  much 
more  favorable  position  than  B  and  should  be  taxed  accordingly.  Of 
course  it  is  evident  that  if  B  possessed  ordinary  business  sense,  he  made 
his  investment  only  after  calculating  that  the  net  returns  from  houses, 
after  allowing  for  depreciation,  exceeded  the  net  returns,  including 
**  unearned  increment,"  to  be  obtained  through  investment  in  land. 
Possibly  he  was  mistaken ;  just  as  possibly  A  made  a  mistake  in  decid- 
ing to  invest  in  land.  What  Dr.  Howe  fails  to  see  is  that  the  probable 
increase  in  the  value  of  land  is  capitalized  in  its  selling  price.  It  is 
not  possible  for  a  landowner  to  obtain  the  ordinary  cash  return  on  his 
investment,  plus  a  constant  increase  in  capital  value.  Otherwise  every 
one  would  invest  in  land.  Consequently,  it  is  idle  to  say  that  public 
appropriation  of  the  unearned  increment  is  not  confiscation.  It  may  be 
justifiable  and  also  legal  for  the  state  to  confiscate  such  a  form  of  in- 
come. But  the  justification  is  not  to  be  foimd  in  the  specially  large 
income  from  land  as  a  form  of  investment. 

Similarly,  the  idea  that  the  single  tax  would  stimulate  building  opera- 
tions has  long  since  been  shown  to  be  untenable.  The  author  assumes 
that  taxes  other  than  those  levied  on  the  land  will  be  shifted  to  the 
consumer.  If  that  is  true,  as  is  generally  admitted,  the  builder  as  such 
would  gain  nothing  by  remission  of  taxes  en  buildings,  since  such  taxes 
are  shifted  to  the  tenant.     A  stimulus  to  building  would  take  place 
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only  if  the  reduction  of  rents  induced  more  people  to  live  in  the  city, 
and  this  would  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  tax,  so  far  as  it  is  designed  to 
relieve  congestion. 

In  support  of  his  thesis.  Dr.  Howe  cites  the  fact  that  large  tracts  of 
knd  are  withheld  from  use  in  the  hope  of  a  rise  in  land  value.  A  more 
thorough  analysis  of  the  psychology  of  the  real  estate  dealer  would 
probably  diminish  the  importance  attached  by  such  writers  as  Dr.  Howe 
to  the  existence  of  unoccupied  land.  An  owner  of  real  estate  does  not 
allow  it  to  lie  vacant  merely  because  the  unearned  increment  represents 
a  fair  return  on  his  investment.  He  would  greatly  prefer  to  secure  in 
addition  the  cash  rental  of  the  land  as  a  building  site.  If,  however, 
the  land  is  in  such  a  position  that  it  wiU  be  fitted  for  a  high  grade 
building  in  a  few  years,  the  landowner  caimot  afford  to  erect  a  low 
.grade  building.  Were  New  York  City  the  owner  of  the  vacant  blocks 
of  kixi  along  Riverside  Drive,  it  could  not  afford  to  lease  them  at  a 
rental  low  enough  to  permit  the  erection  of  cheap  apartment  houses, 
even  though  it  might  be  three  or  four  years  before  any  lessee  wouki 
undertake  to  erect  buildings  of  a  better  grade.  No  doubt  there  are 
landowners  who  hold  their  land  vacant  regardless  of  probable  changes 
in  the  uses  to  which  it  may  be  put  in  the  future.  Many  landowners 
lack  capital  and  enterprise  to  improve  their  holdings,  and  in  such  cases 
building  might  be  stimulated  by  forcing  the  land  upon  the  market. 
There  is,  however,  nothing  to  show  that  this  is  a  common  condition. 
A  priori  one  would  argue  that  a  man  who  cannot  afford  to  build  on  his 
land  when  it  woukl  pay  to  do  so  will  find  it  to  his  advantage  to  sell  or 
lease  it. 

Dr.  Howe's  acceptance  of  the  single- tax  doctrine  with  all  its  crudities 
is  imputable,  however,  rather  to  singleness  of  purpose  than  to  lack  of 
scientific  acumen.  He  demands  that  the  city  shall  be  clean  and  well 
policed,  that  it  shall  educate  its  children  properly,  provide  as  far  as 
possible  for  the  entertainment  and  enlightenment  of  the  masses,  give 
work  to  those  who  can  not  othen^ise  obtain  it,  reform  the  criminal  and 
restore  the  outcast  to  respectable  society.  The  city  must,  moreover, 
adorn  Itself  with  magnificent  public  buildings  and  relieve  the  monotony 
of  its  solid  blocks  of  houses  through  a  great  development  of  parks.  All 
this  would  require  money — an  enormous  amount  of  it.  Upon  first 
thought  the  average  citizen  would  shrink  from  the  burden  of  taxation 
involved.  The  desideratum ,  for  an  author  with  such  ambitious  projects, 
is  a  tax  which  will  fall  exclusively  upon  a  limited  class  of  citizens — a 
class  which  is  not  altogether  popular  with  the  majority.  Dr.  Howe 
naturally  seeks  an  ethical  justification  for  such  a  tax,  and  is  glad  to 
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accept  uncriticaUy  the  justification  invented  by  Heniy  Geoige.     The 
majori^  of  his  readexsi  no  doubt ,  will  accept  it  just  as  readily. 

The  same  singleness  of  purpose  explains  other  scientific  defects  in 
Dr.  Howe's  exposition.  As  a  rule,  only  those  facts  are  considered 
which  tend  to  confirm  the  author's  views ;  facts  pointing  in  another 
direction  are  ignored.  For  example.  Dr.  Howe  does  not  even  touch 
upon  the  difficulties  the  city  would  encounter  in  securing  fair  contracts 
for  the  construction  of  street  railways  and  other  public  works,  or  the 
complications  that  would  arise  in  the  direct  dealings  of  the  city  with 
organized  labor.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  lamentable  failure  of 
municipal  oninership  of  gas-works  in  Philadelpia,  nor  is  there  a  hint  of 
the  fact  that  in  many  American  cities  the  management  of  water- works 
is  not  all  that  coukl  be  desired.  Moreover,  Dr.  Howe  is  not  at  all  con* 
cemed  with  the  constitutional  questions  involved  in  his  proposed  reforms ;, 
he  apparently  thinks  that  all  that  is  required  is  to  point  out  a  desirable 
end,  leaving  to  others  the  task  of  finding  the  appropriate  means.  Ex- 
cept in  his  brief  discussion  of  municipal  trading  in  Great  Britain,  he  has 
not  been  very  judicious  in  his  choice  of  facts ;  frequently  those  which 
he  gives  are  not  so  telling  as  others  easily  accessible.  Accordingly  the 
book  can  hardly  take  a  high  place  in  scientific  literature.  It  can  not 
convince  anyone  not  already  inclined  to  accept  its  conclusions.  But 
there  are  many  in  that  position,  and  to  these  the  author's  evident  sin- 
cerity of  purpose,  and  even  his  determination  to  see  only  one  side  of  the 
question,  will  make  a  strong  appeal. 

Alvin  S.  Johnson. 

The  Aftermath  of  Slavery.  A  Study  of  the  Condition  and 
Environment  of  the  American  Negro.  By  Wiixiam  A.  Sinclair. 
With  an  introduction  by  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson.  Boston » 
Small,  Maynard  &  Co.,  1905. — ^xiii,  358  pp. 

The  quality  of  this  book  may  be  appreciated  when  it  is  known  that 
the  late  Edward  Atkinson  expressed  his  approval  of  it,  and  that  Col.  T. 
W.  Higginson  wrote  the  introduction ;  while  still  more  light  is  thrown 
upon  its  general  character  by  the  latter 's  inability  to  accept  some  of  the 
extreme  positions  taken  by  the  author.  The  volume  has  but  one  chap- 
ter that  justifies  the  title— chapter  viii,  on  the  **  Rise  and  Achievements 
of  the  Negro  Race , "  a  valuable  summary .  The  other  chapters  are  almost 
wholly  made  up  of  arguments  in  favor  of  political  and  social  privileges 
for  the  blacks  and  of  assertions  of  the  extreme  moral  and  political  de- 
pravity of  the  Southern  whites. 

A  summary  of  the  main  theses  of  the  author  will  be  of  use  to  an 
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imdeistanding  of  the  position  of  the  constantly  increasing  class  of  negro 
agitators :  ( i )  As  to  slavery,  he  believes  that  all  the  evils  of  the  present 
**  reign  of  terror  and  blood  "  <'  have  their  roots  in  the  essential  bar- 
barism of  the  slave  system  "  which  was  "  as  black  as  moral  turpitude 
coold  make  it."  (2)  The  so-called  '<  Black  Codes  "  of  1 865-1 866 
were  the  "  most  barbarous  series  of  laws  ever  written  by  a  civilized  peo- 
ple." (3)  There  was  really  no  such  thing  as  Reconstruction,  as  it  is 
generally  understood — the  Radicals  treated  the  South  with  a  <*  gracious 
magnanimity  and  generosity"  and  "a  lasting  and  incalculable  debt  of 
gratitude  "  is  due  to  the  negroes,  carpetbaggers  and  scalawags  for  the 
**  orderly  governments  "  and  other  benefits  given  by  them.  (4)  *•  While 
the  white  vote  of  the  South  has  been  inimical  to  the  great  interests  of 
the  country,  these  have  been  saved  by  the  colored  vote,"  which  '*  was 
cast  strictly  in  accordance  with  good  sense,  the  dictates  of  humanity, 
the  highest  welkre  of  the  republic."  .  .  .  "The  negro  vote  saved  the 
country  from  the  follies  and  crimes  of  free  silver,  free  trade  and  free 
riot,"  and  ••  it  is  therefore  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  glory  and  the 
power  of  the  republic  .  .  .  may  be  traced  to  the  effective  use  of  the 
negro  as  a  soldier  and  as  a  voter."  (5)  •*  Negro  domination  "  is  not 
and  has  never  been  possible.  (6)  The  Southern  public  school  system 
was  founded  upon  and  preserved  by  the  negro  vote.  ( 7  )  The  Southern 
whites  are  determined  to  bring  about  practical  reenslavement  and  many 
thousand  negroes  have  been  slain  in  the  <*  war  against  negro  suffrage." 
(8)  Negro  leaders  to  be  honored  and  emulated  were  Nash,  Smalls, 
Pinchback,  Cardoza,  Elliott,  Rainey  and  Ransier — ^and  so  on. 

To  the  student  of  social  problems  the  book  is  of  great  value ,  not  as 
a  repository  of  facts,  for  the  facts  in  it  are  badly  warped,  but  simply  as 
a '*  human  document"  which  illustrates  the  feelings  and  attitude  of 
a  large  class  of  those  educated  negroes,  living  principally  in  the  Northern 
and  Border  states,  who,  in  numbers,  probably  are  to  Washington  and 
Councill  and  their  kind  as  50  to  i,  who  oppose  what  is  called  the 
«*  Washington  idea  ",  who  think  that  the  negro's  salvation  must  be  in 
voting  with,  traveling  with,  going  to  school  and  the  theater  and  dining 
with  whites,  who  forget  the  wishes  and  needs  of  the  masses  of  the  race. 
These  men  are  not  those  who  make  sacrifices  for  their  race,  who  make 
things  come  to  pass  as  do  Washington  and  Councill,  who  make  up  the 
National  Negro  Business  Men's  League.  As  voicing  the  sentiments, 
then,  of  the  class  of  influential  negro  radicals  the  book  has  a  distinct 
value. 

Walter  L.  Fleming. 

West  Virginia  University. 
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A  History  of  The  United  States:  Vol.  i,  The  Planting  of  a  Na- 
tion in  The  New  World.  1000-1660.  By  Edward  Chamning. 
New  York,  The  MacmiUan  Company,  1905. — ix,  560  pp. 

An  eight-volume  '<  history  of  the  United  States  from  the  discovery  of 
America  to  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century  "  is  pr(Mnised,  and  the 
first  volume  has  appeared.  This  is  a  noteworthy  event  in  any  case,  of 
special  significance  when  the  author  is  one  who  has  several  times  treated 
the  subject  in  a  summary  way  and  has  made  himself  recognized  master 
in  certain  portions  of  its  immense  field  by  occupation  and  personal  cul- 
tivation. No  modest  task  is  assumed  when  the  author  promises  a 
largeness  of  view  that  shall  see  ''  one  continuous  development  ",  which 
shall  have  five  sides,  *'  political,  military,  institutional,  industrial  and 
social  ".  The  omission  of  **  constitutional  "  is  apparently  with  inten- 
tion, judging  from*  the  first  volimie.  Popular  the  work  is  evidently 
designed  and  probably  destined  to  be,  bringing  within  the  layman's 
reach  the  result  of  many  scholars'  research,  selected  and  balanced  with 
a  high  degree  of  judiciousness.  The  reader  searches  in  vain  for  the 
distinctive  unifying  principle  that  shall  justify  to  scholars  the  retelling  of 
the  old  story,  but  he  is  yet  grateful  for  the  performance  of  the  periodically 
necessary  task  of  bringing  the  work  down  to  date,  reopening  the  case 
for  a  new  trial  upon  each  considerable  instalment  of  the  new  evidence 
always  turning  up. 

The  present  volume  brings  us  down  to  1660.  Five  chapters,  or  over 
one-fourth  of  the  volume ,  describe  the  discovery,  isolation  and  sixteenth- 
century  exploration  of  the  new  world.  Such  a  scale  of  treatment  im- 
plies an  estimate  of  the  significance  of  that  process  for  the  "  history  of 
the  United  States  * '  which  is  apparently  formed  in  view  of  custom  and 
the  probable  interest  of  the  general  reader,  and  the  present  bulk  of 
first-hand  historical  material,  rather  than  according  to  any  independ- 
ently conceived  plan  for  viewing  and  constructing  the  history  as  a  uni- 
fied whole.  Moreover,  the  author's  practice  of  introducing  picturesque 
incidents  and  amusing  but  not  especially  pertinent  quotations  from  the 
sources,  while  it  enlivens  the  narrative,  does  so  at  the  expense 
sometimes  of  due  proportion,  since  space  is  thereby  taken  from  the  less 
interesting  but  more  significant  origins  of  institutions.  An  important 
exception  is  the  treatment  of  the  English  origin  of  the  town  system 
(pages  421-426),  one  of  the  subjects  on  which  Professor  Channing 
speaks  with  authority. 

After  the  period  of  discovery  European  countries  other  than  England 
are  ignored,  and  a  chapter  entitled  **  The  Genesis  of  the  United  States  " 
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is  devoted  to  an  excellent  description  of  the  conditions  about  1600 
which  led  to  England's  becoming  a  colonizing  power,  to  the  granting 
by  James  I  of  the  charter  of  1606,  and  to  the  experiments  at  the  James 
and  Kennebec  Rivers.  113  pages  are  devoted  to  the  planting  and 
early  history  of  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  colonies,  145  to  New  Eng- 
land and  47  to  New  Nctherhnds.  The  sixth  decade  of  the  century  is 
given  a  general  summary,  and  the  volume  concludes  with  a  concise 
description  of  the  social  composition  and  institutions  of  the  colonies  in 
1660,  accompanied  by  a  valuable  colored  map,  which  indicates  the 
extent  and  location  of  the  population  and  the  diverse  elements  of  which 
it  was  composed. 

Note  may  be  taken  in  a  summary  fashion  of  the  author's  ccnclusions 
on  a  few  matters  of  controversy.  Captain  John  Smith  is  curtly  dis- 
missed as  **  utterly  unreliable  "  (p.  174).  The  London  Company  was 
"  turned  over  "  by  Smythe  to  Sandys,  and  no  hint  is  given  of  a  signifi- 
cant difference  between  them  and  their  policies  (p.  189).  There  is 
nothing  in  the  supposed  political  differences  in  the  company — court 
party  versus  country  party  (p.  237).  Argal's  cause  is  espoused  at  the 
expense  of  Sandys,  whose  **  unfitness"  is  **  clear"  (p.  193).  The 
destruction  of  the  London  Company  in  1624  is  regarded  as  "  beneficial 
to  all  concerned  "  (p.  225).  The  author  holds  that  [seventeenth  cen- 
tury Puritanism  was  ''  largely  social  in  its  character,"  andj^that  Gardi- 
ner so  '<  studiously  avoids  social  and  economic  factors  that  some  of  his 
readers  find  it  difficult  to  discover  why  there  should  have  [been  any 
Puritan  movement  at  all  "  (p.  292).  Winthrop  **  had  no  connection 
with  the  formation  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Company,  unless  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  his  statement  that  *  with  great  difficulty  we'got  ,  .  . 
abscinded '  certain  requirements  in  the  form  of  the  Massachusetts  char- 
ter "  (p.  325).  The  requirement  of  the  residence  of  the^^Massachusetts 
Bay  Company  in  England  was  omitted  from  the  charter  *'  through  in- 
advertence "  (p.  346).  Charles  I,  Buckingham  and  Laud^were  all 
**  sincere  "  men,  but  the  career  of  the  latter  is  **  a  striking  example 
of  the  ill  effects  which  are  sometimes  produced  by  intrusting  the  man- 
agement of  affairs  to  a  *  scholar  in  politics  '  "  (p.  288).  For'  Laud, 
Cromwell  and  Winthrop  toleration  was  a  thing  having  **  nothing  to  do 
with  the  problems  which  they  were  seeking  to  settle  "  (p.  323).  Mrs. 
Hutchinson  and  Roger  Williams  are  given  spirited  characterizations, 
but  as  episodes  of  Massachusetts,  not  Rhode  Island,  history;  for  the 
development  of  New  England  is  treated  only  in  its  main  'currents. 
That  very  interesting  eddy,  the  New  England  Council,  though  it  caused 
much  concern  at  various  times  to  the  New  England  leaders,  is  practi- 
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cally  ignored.  One  and  one-half  pages  are  given  to  the  Council,  and 
less  than  one  page  to  the  little  non- Puritan  plantations  at  the  mouths 
of  the  Piscataqua  and  the  Saco. 

As  is  perhaps  inevitable  in  a  work  of  so  large  proportions,  Professor 
Channing  appears  to  have  built  his  structure  on  a  foundation  laid 
almost  entirely  by  other  scholars.  The  foot-notes  and  bibliographical 
paragraphs  at  the  chapter-ends  reveal  his  familiarity  with  ap  enormous 
amount  of  historical  literature,  general  and  special,  but  the  use  of  the 
sources  seems  to  have  been  such  as  would  be  dictated  by  his  writing  to 
the  general  reader,  i.  e.  by  way  of  corroboration  and  illustration,  rather 
than  to  the  scholar,  by  way  of  direct  appeal  for  what  the  sources  con- 
tain. He  distinctly  disclaims  the  intention  of  making  a  S3rstematic 
bibliography,  preferring  to  be  a  **  reader's  guide."  This  service  is 
admirably  performed.  The  notes  make  discriminating  comment  on 
practically  all  the  available  literature,  and  serve  as  a  sufficient  guide  to 
one  desiring  to  read  on  special  topics  around  and  beyond  the  author. 
Furthermore,  the  numerous  citations  of  records  and  printed  archives 
make  it  feasible  to  check  him  up  on  details.  Considering  this,  it 
would  perhaps  be  ungrateful  to  look  for  more  and  to  regret  that  there  b 
no  indication  here  of  exploitation  of  the  vast  stores  of  unpublished 
material  in  the  various  state  and  local  record  depositories  in  America 
and  England.  Is  it  asking  too  much  of  the  author  that,  when  he  treats 
the  later  seventeenth  century  and  that  terra  incognita,  the  early  eigh- 
teenth century,  he  forsake  the  beaten  track  and  blaze  the  new  path  so 
much  needed  ?  If  he  would  describe  the  English  attempts  in  that 
period  to  systematize  and  conserve  the  commercial  interests  of  their 
growing  empire,  and  the  simultaneous  American  struggle  to  win  con- 
stitutions of  self-government  within  that  empire ,  and  if  he  would  found 
that  description  on  a  study  of  materials  mostly  still  in  manuscript — 
that  would  be  an  arduous  task,  but  highly  honorable,  and  such  as  to 
win  him  in  increasing  degree  the  gratitude  of  scholar  and  general 
reader  alike. 

Henry  Russell  Spencer. 

Ohio  State  University. 

England  under  the  Tudors.  By  ARTHUR  D.  INNES.  London^ 
Methuen,  New  York,  Putnam,  1905. — 481  pp. 

The  History  of  England  from  the  Accession  of  George  HI  to  the 
Close  of  Pitfs  First  Administration  {1760-1801).  By  William 
Hunt.     London  and  New  York,  Longmans,  1905. — ^495  pp. 

The  volumes  under  review  occupy  places  in  rival  series  of  cooperative 
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histories  of  England  which  are  now  in  coarse  of  publication.  In  one  of 
the  series  it  is  the  intention  to  outline  the  history  of  the  nation  to  1815 
in  six  volumes,  while  the  other  will  include  twelve  volumes  and  will  ex- 
tend nearly  to  the  present  time.  It  is  expressly  stated  by  the  editors 
in  each  case  that  the  volumes  have  been  prepared  in  response  to  a  de- 
mand for  a  treatment  of  the  entire  field  of  English  history  in  works  of 
convenient  size  which  shall  incorporate  the  best  results  of  contemporary 
scholarship.  The  purpose  has  been  to  produce  works  which  shall 
occupy  an  intermediate  position  between  the  manual  or  text-book  and 
the  elaborate  monograph  or  history  of  a  limited  period.  In  the  light  of 
this  statement  the  volumes  should  be  judged.  Original  contributions 
to  the  history  of  the  periods  treated  are  not  to  be  expected,  but  rather 
a  clear  presentation  of  the  main  aspects  of  the  national  life  at  the  time, 
in  such  fashion  as  to  show  the  development  of  the  whole.  An  extended 
use  of  original  sources  is  not  presupposed,  though  both  authors  give 
ample  evidence  of  preparation  of  this  kind ;  but  rather  a  judicious  use 
of  the  results  at  which  others  have  arrived. 

Mr.  limes  has  produced  a  decidedly  spirited  and  well-balanced  ac- 
coimt  of  the  period  of  the  Tudors.  In  his  pages  appear  traces  of  the 
influence  of  Busch,  Gairdner,  Brewer,  Gasquet,  Creighton,  Lang, 
Pollard,  Hume,  Corbett,  Seeley,  while  much  of  the  substratum  has 
come  from  Froude.  Good  evidence  of  his  sanity  is  afforded  by  the  use 
which  he  has  made  of  the  last-named  writer.  His  errors  both  in  judg- 
ment and  in  statement  of  fact  are  recognized,  but  at  the  same  time 
and  especially  for  the  second  half  of  the  century,  Froude 's  work  is  ac- 
cepted as  fundamental.  Mr.  Innes  has  been  especially  successful  in 
showing  the  organic  relation  between  foreign  policy  and  the  internal 
development  of  the  kingdom ,  and  in  this  connection  his  appreciation 
of  Wolsey  is  clear  and  just.  The  sinister  aspects  of  Cromwell's  career 
are  brought  into  proper  relief,  but  it  is  shown  that  his  discernment  was 
clearer  than  the  king's  when  he  affirmed  that  a  league  with  the  Luth- 
erans was  the  logical  consequence  of  the  breach  with  Rome.  While  the 
dominance  of  Henry's  will,  even  over  his  greatest  ministers,  is  recog- 
nized, the  subordination  of  the  church  to  the  state  and  the  spoliation  of 
the  monasteries  are  regarded  as  his  work  jointly  with  Cromwell.  The 
separation  from  Rome  is  treated  as  an  accident,  which  did  not  involve, 
except  as  a  very  remote  consequence,  the  establishment  of  the  right  of 
private  judgment. 

If  Mr.  limes  holds  a  brief  for  any  one,  it  may  be  said  to  be  Cranmer. 
Earlier  studies  had  turned  his  attention  in  that  direction,  and  in  this 
volume  he  repeatedly  seeks  to  rescue  the  name  of  that  prelate  from  the 
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charge  of  moral  cowardice  with  which  it  is  too  often  associated.  He 
was  the  student  forced  to  take  a  prominent  share  in  public  afi^airsy  a 
man  of  peace  who  was  dragged  into  the  front  of  the  battle.  To  him^ 
perhaps  by  virtue  of  this  peculiar  inconsistency,  is  chiefly  attributed  the 
fact  that  **  the  Church  of  England  allows  a  larger  latitude  of  opinion 
within  her  borders  than  any  other." 

To  Mr.  Innes  the  personal  character  of  Elizabeth  presents  a  well- 
nigh  insoluble  problem.  He  halts  between  the  two  opinions  :  that  she 
had  throughout  a  profound  and  reasoned  policy,  though  it  was  concealed 
by  an  appearance  of  capriciousness  and  deceit,  and  the  view  which 
would  make  recklessness  and  caprice  the  essential  elements  in  her  char- 
acter and  find  in  good  luck  the  explanation  of  her  success.  But  though 
his  reflections  indicate  doubt  on  this  point,  his  treatment  of  the  reign  as 
a  whole  brings  the  fact  into  clear  relief  that  personal,  local  and  special 
interests  were  subordinated  with  unusual  caie  to  reasons  of  state.  But 
this  is  to  be  explained  in  part  by  the  influence  of  her  councilors,  in 
reference  to  whom  the  great  merit  of  Elizabeth  was  that  she  selected 
wisely  and  kept  the  best  men  in  office  till  they  were  literally  worn  out 
in  her  service.  The  contrast  which  is  drawn  between  the  persecutions 
of  Elizabeth  and  those  of  her  predecessor  is  a  suggestive  point  in  this 
connection.  In  this  period,  again,  skill  is  shown  in  the  treatment  of 
foreign  relations,  in  reference  to  which  attention  may  be  especially  called 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  courtships  of  Elizabeth  are  treated. 

The  period  to  which  Mr.  Hunt  has  addressed  himself  involves  more 
complicated  and  far-reaching  relations  than  that  of  the  Tudors.  When 
George  III  came  to  the  throne  England  had  become  a  great  world 
power.  Relations  not  only  in  Ireland,  but  in  the  Orient  and  in 
America,  had  come  to  be  of  great  importance.  Parliament  had  risen 
to  be  the  chief  organ  in  the  constitution.  Political  parties  were  fully 
organized ,  and  some  signs  of  the  later  democratic  awakening  were  be- 
ginning to  show  themselves.  The  state  system  of  Europe  was  passing 
through  changes,  both  in  the  east  and  the  west,  which  were  of  the 
greatest  moment.  Mr.  Hunt  passes  in  review  the  events  of  this  period 
of  forty  years,  on  all  the  theaters  of  action,  and  seeks  to  indicate  the 
relation  in  which  England  stood  to  them  all.  So  far  as  possible  in  his 
narrative  he  follows  the  order  of  time.  On  every  page  appears  abund- 
ant evidence  that  he  has  diligently  used  the  standard  authorities.  The 
influence  of  Lecky,  May,  Mahan  and  of  the  best  biographies  for  the 
period  are  clearly  traceable.  The  reading  of  the  author  among  the 
memoirs  of  the  time  and  among  the  more  original  sources  in  print  has 
also  been  wide.     The  literature  in  French  and  German  has  been  utilized.. 
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For  the  early  years  of  the  reign  some  material  has  been  drawn  from  the 
Newcastle  papers  and  the  Pitt  papers,  which  are  still  in  manuscript. 

The  style  is  condensed,  but  clear.  The  pages  are  packed  with  infor- 
mation, which  in  general  is  well  arranged  and  digested.  In  all  essen- 
tial respects  the  book  fulfils  its  purpose,  that  of  a  compendium  of  exist- 
ing knowledge  prepared  for  the  use  of  advanced  students  and  readers. 

For  this  very  reason ,  however,  the  book  lacks  individuality.  The  author 
writes  neither  as  a  Whig  nor  as  a  Tory.  If  he  cherishes  enthusiasms  or  is 
moved  by  antipathies,  he  has  li^e  or  no  space  in  which  to  parade  them. 
Great  personalities  and  striking  events  lose  some  of  their  prominence 
and  sink  into  the  general  mass.  The  book  was  not  written  with  any 
special  purpose,  like  that  of  exploiting  new  material  or  presenting  an 
original  view  of  a  period  or  of  facts  already  well  known.  It  lacks  a 
certain  spice  of  originality  which  is  perceptible  in  Mr.  Innes's  volume. 
But  the  reader  who  desires  to  review  the  main  facts  of  the  first  half  of  the 
reign  of  George  III  will  find  them  better  presented,  and  in  more  orderly 
fashion,  in  this  volume  than  in  any  other  with  which  the  writer  is 
acquainted. 

As  the  events  of  this  period  were  located  in  four  distinct  theaters — 
England,  Ireland,  America,  India — ^while  two  wars  occurred  during  the 
interval,  in  which  several  of  the  states  of  the  continent  of  Europe  were 
concerned,  the  question  of  arrangement  involves  some  difficulty.  Mr. 
Hunt  has  in  general  adhered  to  the  chronological  order  of  events,  and 
in  some  parts  of  the  book  this  has  been  done  so  strictly  as  almost  to 
destroy  the  continuity  of  treatment.  For  example,  the  history  of  the 
British  in  India  during  the  period  is  so  cut  up  and  distributed  through 
the  book  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  get  a  clear  idea  of  its  significance. 
The  same,  though  to  a  less  degree,  is  true  of  Ireland. 

The  treatment  of  the  colonial  revolt  is,  on  the  whole,  judicious  and 
satisfactory.  It  is  called  first  a  **  quarrel  *'  and  then  a  **  rebellion,'* 
with  which  latter  designation  some  of  Mr.  Hunt's  readers  would  not 
agree.  That  Parliament  had  frequently  imposed  port  duties  on  the  col- 
onies is  hardly  true  (p.  62),  only  three  such  instances  having  occurred 
before  1765.  Jonathan  May  hew  is  credited  without  qualification  to 
the  Unitarians  (p.  61).  An  occasional  error  in  geography  appears,  as 
when  it  is  stated  that  after  the  seizure  of  Ticonderoga  in  1775  Arnold 
sailed  **up  Lake  Champlain  and  captured  St.  Johns  "  (p.  144),  and 
also  when  it  is  stated  (p.  167)  that  after  the  engagement  at  White 
Plains,  Washington  withdrew  to  a  position  **  behind  Croton  river."  On 
p.  194  d'Estaing  is  represented  as  sailing  <* southwards"  from  New 
York  in  order  to  reach  Newport.  I  doubt  also  whether  loyalists  always 
rode  astride  "  iron  "  rails. 
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One  of  the  few  instances  where  the  undercurrent  of  the  author's  feel- 
ing is  revealed  is  on  page  71.  There  he  speaks  of  Camden's  argument 
on  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  as  '<  trash,"  "  more  in  place  in  the  mouth 
of  an  American  demagogue  than  of  an  English  judge."  The  author  is 
especially  severe  on  Camden,  while  Conway  and  Dartmouth  are  dis- 
missed with  little  credit.  The  Adamses,  Patrick  Henry  and  men  of 
their  class  figure  very  slightly  in  these  pages.  The  book  in  general  deab 
with  external  political  events,  and  little  inquiry  is  made  into  deeper 
natural  and  social  causes. 

Herbert  L.  Osgood. 


RECORD  OF  POLITICAL  EVENTS. 

[From  November  7,  1905,  to  May  i,  1906.] 
I.  INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONS. 

THE  COHFERBNCE  at  AIiGECIRAS. — ^The  central  event  in  the 
diplomatic  world  has  been  the  international  conference  over  the  Morocco 
question.  (See  last  Record,  p.  744.)  llie  conference  met  at  Algeciras, 
Spain,  on  January  16.  Besides  Morocco,  twelve  states,  including  France, 
Germany,  England,  Austria,  Italy,  Spain  and  the  United  States  were  repre- 
sented ;  but  the  American  delegates,  Henry  White,  ambassador  to  Italy, 
and  S.  R.  Gummere,  minister  to  Morocco,  while  participating  in  the  dis- 
cussion, abstained  from  voting.  The  meetings  were  presided  over  by  the 
Duke  of  Almodovar,  Spanish  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  The  matters 
which  aroused  the  greatest  controversy  were  the  policing  of  the  port  towns 
and  the  control  of  the  state  bank  which  it  was  proposed  to  establish. 
France,  having  supplied  about  70,000,000  of  the  75,000,000  francs  lent  the 
Maghzen  by  foreign  financiers,  considered  herself  entitled  to  a  predominant 
influence  in  the  bank  administration ;  whereas  Germany  demanded  that 
the  new  institution  should  not  be  controlled^  by  one  nationality  and  should 
not  be  used  for  political  purposes.  In  the  police  question  the  main  prob- 
lem was  whether  France,  which  by  her  position  in  Algeria  was  most  inter- 
ested in  such  work  and  was  best  situated  for  it,  should  control  the  police, 
or  whether  they  should  be  jointly  controlled  by  several  nations.  The  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  regarding  these  subjects  were  so  radical  that  for  several 
weeks  no  agreement  was  reached  ;  all  sorts  of  rumors  spread  abroad,  and 
both  Germany  and  France  made  preparations  for  war.  Great  Britain  sup- 
ported France  with  firmness,  while  Russia,  Spain  and  even  Italy,  despite 
the  Triple  Alliance,  were  also  disposed  to  take  the  side  of  France.  Under 
these  circumstances  Germany  was  constrained  to  act  with  the  greatest  cau- 
tion, and  at  the  end  of  March  a  compromise  was  reached.  By  the  terms 
of  this  compromise  it  was  agreed  that  for  five  years  France  shall  officer  the 
police  of  the  four  ports  of  Saffi,  Mazagan,  Mogador  and  Rabat ;  that  Spain 
shall  officer  the  police  of  the  two  ports  of  Tetuan  and  Laroche;  that  France 
and  Spain  together  shall  furnish  the  officers  for  Tangier  and  Casablanca, 
subject  to  an  inspector  of  police  from  a  third  power;  and  that  the  police 
officers  shall  be  responsible  both  to  the  sultan  and  to  the  diplomatic 
corps.  As  regards  the  bank  question,  it  was^settled  that  France  is  to  have 
three  of  the  fifteen  shares,  while  the  other  countries  are  to  have  one  each, 
and  that  the  Banks  of  England,  France,  Germany  ind  Spain  shall  appoint 
one  supervisor  each.     In  addition,  steps  were^^taken  to  prevent  the  intro- 
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duction  of  contraband  of  war  into  the  country,  and  the  principle  of  the  open 
door  for  the  trade  of  all  nations  was  adopted.  While  the  outcome  was  a 
compromise,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  France  came  away  from  the  con- 
ference with  enhanced  prestige,  whereas  that  of  Germany  was  considerably 
diminished. 

EUROPEAN  INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONa-^n  November  17 
the  representatives  of  six  powers  presented  final  demands  to  the  Turkish 
government  for  an  international  board  of  control  for  the  financial  affairs  of 
Macedonia.  The  Porte  rejected  the  proposals  on  all  points,  declaring  that 
Turkish  pubhc  opinion  would  not  countenance  such  a  measure.  An  inter- 
national fleet  was  therefore  dispatched,  which  arrived  off  Mytilene  on  the 
night  of  November  25,  and  after  the  expiry  of  three  hours*  notice  given  to 
the  local  authorities  a  force  was  landed  which  occupied  the  custom-house, 
the  telegraph  office  and  other  portions  of  the  town.  Lemnos  was  soon  after- 
ward occupied  in  the  same  manner.  These  aggressive  measures  brought 
the  sultan  to  terms,  and  about  the  middle  of  December  the  demands  of  the 
powers,  in  slightly  modified  form,  were  accepted. — Edward  Joris,  the  Bel- 
gian accused  of  attempting  to  assassinate  the  sultan  last  July  (see  last 
Record,  p.  774).  was  convicted  on  December  18,  together  with  three  ac- 
complices, by  the  court  of  Stamboul,  and  was  condemned  to  death.  The 
Belgian  minister  refused  to  recognize  the  vaUdity  of  the  sentence  on  the 
ground  that  an  Ottoman  court  has  no  right  to  try  a  Belgian ;  and  he  de- 
manded that  Joris  be  handed  over  to  a  Belgian  court,  but  the  sultan  has 
thus  far  refused  to  assent  to  the  demand. — Diplomatic  relations  have  been 
arranged  between  the  new  kingdom  of  Norway  and  other  powers. — ^The 
concordat  between  France  and  the  Papacy  was  abolished  by  the  passage 
on  December  6  of  the  law  separating  church  and  state  (see  France).  In 
February  it  was  reported  that  the  pope  had  issued  an  encyclical  condemn- 
ing the  law  because  it  is  repugnant  to  the  divine  constitution  of  the  church, 
because  by  it  worship  is  entrusted  to  lay  associations  and  because  the  free- 
dom of  the  church  is  submitted  to  the  will  of  public  officers.  A  few  days 
later  he  created  nineteen  French  bishops  in  the  dioceses  made  vacant  by 
the  struggle. — Commercial  treatiea  have  been  signed  between  Austria  and 
Italy,  Austria  and  Belgium,  Austria  and  Russia,  Portugal  and  Italy,  Portu- 
gal and  Switzerland,  Portugal  and  Germany,  Great  Britain  and  Bulgaria, 
Servia  and  Germany.  In  November  a  new  modus  vivendi  for  commerce 
and  navigation,  to  take  the  place  of  that  arranged  in  1892,  was  reached 
between  representatives  of  Italy  and  of  Spain  ;  but  the  Italian  chamber,  partly 
out  of  hostiUty  to  the  ministry  and  partly  because  the  arrangement  made  no 
reservations  in  favor  of  Italian  wines,  refused  to  ratify  it. — In  January  re- 
presentatives of  Servia  and  Bulgaria  negotiated  a  convention  aiming  at  the 
establishment  of  a  customs  union  between  the  two  countries  ;  but  the  con- 
vention aroused  much  opposition  on  the  part  of  Austria-Hungary,  and  the 
adoption  by  the  last  mentioned  country  of  a  hostile  attitude  toward  the  pro- 


No.  2]  RECORD  OF  POLITICAL  E  VENTS.  355 

ducts  of  Servia  forced  the  Servian  government  to  refrain  from  submitting 
the  convention  to  the  Skupshtina  for  ratification. 

ASIATIC  JLHTllHWATIONAL  RELATIONS— On  February  12  the 
British  ambassador  called  upon  the  grand  vizier  of  Turkey  in  order  to  insist 
upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  Turkish  troops  which  had  occupied  Tabah  and 
other  places  in  the  Sinai  peninsula  on  the  Egyptian  side  of  the  frontier. 
Turkish  commissioners  later  visited  Cairo  in  connection  with  the  matter, 
but  for  some  reason  failed  to  give  any  official  intimation  of  their  presence, 
and  later  returned  to  Turkish  soil.  Despite  the  protests  of  the  English 
government  the  troops  have  not  yet  been  withdrawn. — ^A  border  dispute 
has  also  occurred  between  Turkey  and  Persia.  In  March,  after  consider- 
able  previous  negotiation,  the  Persian  ambassador  at  Constantinople,  in 
replying  to  a  note  from  the  Porte,  deprecated  any  break  in  the  good  rela- 
tions between  two  Mussulman  powers  and  stated  that  Persia  intended  to 
send  delegates  to  negotiate  as  soon  as  the  Turkish  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  territory  incontestably  belonging  to  Persia. — Early  in  December  a  new 
agreement,  which  is  to  hold  for  five  years,  was  reached  by  Germany  and 
Cldna  regarding  the  Tsing-Tau  customs.  It  was  stipulated  that  the  cus- 
toms should  be  administered  in  a  similar  fashion  to  those  in  treaty  ports, 
subject  to  such  modifications  as  local  needs  may  require.  China  is  to  pay 
Germany  twenty  per  cent  of  the  imposts  as  a  contribution  toward  the  ex- 
penses of  local  administration.  German  troops  stationed  at  Ching-wan-tao 
and  Pei-taho,  outposts  of  Kiao-chau,  were  withdrawn  early  in  March. — 
On  December  22  a  treaty  by  which  China  in  effect  confirmed  the  Peace  of 
Portsmouth  was  signed  at  Peking  between  the  Japanese  representatives. 
Baron  Komura  and  Mr.  Uchida,  and  the  Chinese  representatives,  Prince 
Ching  and  Yuan  Shih-kai.  By  the  treaty  China  consented  to  lease  the 
liao-tung  peninsula  to  Japan  and  conceded  to  her  also  the  control  of  the 
railway  on  the  peninsula  as  far  as  Chang-chun,  and  the  right  to  build  a  rail- 
way from  Antung  on  the  Yalu  to  Mukden,  with  a  reservation  to  China  of 
the  right  to  purchase  at  the  end  of  a  certain  period.  By  another  article  it 
was  agreed  that  sixteen  of  the  principal  ports  and  cities  of  Manchuria  should 
be  thrown  open  to  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  world.  On  April  9  the 
Japanese  embassy  at  Washington  announced  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
principle  of  the  open  door,  citizens  and  vessels  of  foreign  countries  should 
from  May  1  be  allowed  to  enter  An-Tung-Hsicn  and  Ta-Tung-Kao ;  that 
on  the  same  date  consuls  would  be  received  at  An-Tung-Hsien,  and  that 
consuls  might  enter  Mukden  on  June  i.  Travelling  in  Manchuria  is  to  be 
permitted  as  far  as  military  exigencies  will  allow.  The  port  of  Dalny  is 
to  be  opened  as  soon  as  possible. — During  January  and  subsequenUy 
efforts  were  made  by  Russia  to  secure  favorable  concessions  from  China  in 
Mongolia,  Turkestan  and  Manchuria,  but  seemingly  without  much  success. 
— An  agreement  between  Great  Britian  and  China,  embodying  the  adhesion 
of  China  to  the  Tibetan  Convention,  was  signed  at  Peking  on  April  27. 
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—Since  the  murder  on  October  24  of  American  missionaries  at  Lienchow 
(see  last  Recx>rd,  p.  743)  numerous  other  anti-toreign  demoostratioiis  have 
occurred  in  China.  Serious  riots,  which  were  in  part  a  result  of  a  dispute 
between  the  Chinese  and  foreign  members  of  the  "mixed  court,**  broke 
out  at  Shanghai  on  December  18,  but  were  suppressed  by  the  help  of 
marines  landed  from  warships  in  the  harbor.  Six  Jesuit  priests  and  four 
English  missionaries  were  killed  at  Nanchang  on  February  28.  Particular 
hostility  has  been  displayed  toward  Americans ;  and  the  boycott  against 
American  goods  (see  last  Record,  p.  743)  has  resulted  in  serious  injury  to 
American  trade  (see  The  United  States,  The  Administration,  infra). 
The  general  situation  in  the  empire  was  such  that  not  a  little  apprehension 
of  a  repetition  of  the  Boxer  troubles  was  aroused.  As  a  precautionary 
measure  the  American  forces  in  the  Philippines  were  strengthened,  and  ad- 
ditional ships  were  sent  to  Chinese  ports.  It  is  probable  that  representa- 
tions were  made  to  the  government  at  Peking  by  Japan  and  perhaps  by 
other  nations. — In  November  the  government  of  Japan  announced  that  aU 
ships  and  cargoes  seized  by  the  Japanese  after  September  5  would  be  re- 
leased. About  the  same  time  the  Japanese  legations  at  London,  Washing- 
ton, Paris,  Berlin  and  St.  Petersburg  were  raised  to  the  rank  of  embassies. 
A  statement  made  on  January  3 1  in  the  Japanese  Chamber  by  the  minister 
of  war  was  later  construed  into  an  intention  on  the  part  of  Japan  to  insist 
that  Great  Britain  should  take  steps  to  render  her  army  more  efficient  and 
was  the  occasion  of  considerable  conmient. 

AMERICAN  nmiRNATIONAL  RELATIONS.— The  fact  that  the 
commercial  agreement  between  the  nnite4  States  and  Gerxnany  was  to 
expire  March  i,  thus  rendering  American  imports  into  Germany  subject  to 
the  general  rates  of  duties,  instead  of  the  conventional  rates  enjoyed  by 
those  countries  which  had  effected  reciprocity  arrangements  with  Germany, 
aroused  considerable  apprehension  lest  a  tariff  war  should  break  out  be- 
tween Germany  and  the  United  States.  In  February  it  was  agreed  that 
until  June  30,  1907,  the  United  States  should  be  allowed  to  enjoy  most- 
favored-nation  treatment.  The  hope  was  expressed  by  Germany  that  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  that  period  a  regular  treaty  could  be  concluded. — 
The  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Santo  Domingo  whereby  the 
United  States  is  to  manage  the  customs  administration  of  the  latter  has 
been  strenuously  opposed  in  the  United  States  Senate.  Several  Republi- 
cans have  refused  to  support  it ;  while  the  Democrats  have  in  caucus  voted 
to  oppose  it,  although  one  Democratic  senator,  Mr.  Patterson,  has  an- 
nounced that  he  will  not  abide  by  the  caucus  rule.  A  vote  upon  the  treaty 
has  not  yet  been  taken.  Subsequently  to  the  negotiations  of  the  treaty  Presi- 
dent Morales  late  in  December  fled  from  the  capital  and  Vice-President 
Caceres  was  installed  in  his  place  (see  Latin  America).  The  new  president 
has,  however,  declared  himselfin  favor  of  the  treaty. — Peculiar  complications 
arose  in  November  out  of  an  attempt  of  Americans  resident  on  the  lale  d 
Pines  to  ignore  Cuban  authority,  to  set  up  a  territorial  government  and  to 
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send  a  delegate  to  Congress.  Appeals  were  made  to  President  Roosevelt, 
but  he  declined  to  consider  the  Isle  of  Pines  as  other  than  Cuban  territory. 
Popular  opinion  in  the  United  States  has  generally  regarded  the  attempt  in 
the  light  of  a  joke.  The  treaty  under  which  the  United  States  relinquishes 
all  claims  to  the  island  has  nof,  however,  yet  been  ratified  by  the  United 
States  Senate,  although  it  has  been  pending  since  1903.  It  is  proposed  by 
some  senators  to  amend  the  treaty  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  local  self- 
government  for  the  people  of  the  island. — A  new  commercial  treaty  which 
has  not  yet  been  ratified  by  the  Senate  has  been  negotiated  with  Cuba. 
The  treaty  provides  for  reduced  duties  upon  many  imports  from  the  United 
States. — ^A  protocol  settling  the  boundary  dispute  between  BrasU  and 
Venesnela  was  signed  at  Caracas  on  December  9.  In  the  same  month 
indiscreet  and  unwarranted  activity  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  German 
cruiser  "  Panther  "  in  seeking  a  deserter  at  the  port  of  Itajahy  led  Brazil  to 
lodge  a  protest  with  Germany,  with  the  result  that  the  action  was  disavowed 
and  an  apology  was  made. — The  third  Pan- American  Conference  is  to 
meet  at  Rio  Janeiro  on  July  21.  The  American  representatives  are  W.  J. 
Buchanan,  chairman,  J.  S.  Harlan,  Dr.  L.  S.  Rowe,  V.  L.  Polk,  and 
G.  Larrinago  of  Porto  Rico.  Secretary  of  State  Root  will  visit  the  confer- 
ence. It  is  understood  that,  among  other  matters,  the  subject  of  the  Calvo 
doctrine  as  to  the  collection  of  contractual  indebtedness  by  the  use  of  mili- 
tary force  will  be  discussed. — As  usual  President  Castro  of  Venezuela  has 
managed  to  keep  his  country  involved  in  trouble  with  other  powers. 
Early  in  December  diplomatic  relations  with  Colombia,  which  had  been 
broken  off  since  the  Matos  revolt,  were  resumed  ;  but  a  fortnight  later,  ow- 
ing, it  is  said,  to  the  failure  on  the  part  of  Colombia  to  return. to  Venezuela 
a  political  refugee  who  had  fled  thither,  Castro  recalled  the  Venezuelan 
consul  at  Cucuta  and  closed  the  consulate  at  Bogota.  After  futile  negotia- 
tions regarding  the  affairs  of  the  French  Cable  Company  (see  last  Record, 
p.  746)  a  diplomatic  break  took  place  between  France  and  Venezuela  on 
January  10.  On  January  14  M.  Taigny,  the  French  charg6  d'affaires, 
went  onboard  the  steamer  "Martinique"  at  La  Guayra  in  order  to  get 
instructions  which,  owing  to  the  seizure  of  the  cable  office,  were  sent  in 
charge  of  a  French  postal  agent.  When  he  attempted  to  go  ashore,  he 
was  prevented  by  force  from  doing  so.  The  Venezuelan  charg6  at  Paris 
was  thereupon  given  his  passports.  Rumors  of  a  French  punitive  expedi- 
tion have  been  frequent,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  United  States  has  in- 
formed France  that  she  would  not  interpose  objections  to  such  a  step.  The 
claims  of  the  American  asphalt  companies  remain  unsettled. 

THE  HAOUIS  CONFEIUEINCI!  AKD  IKTEBNATIONAL  ARBI- 
TRATION.— On  April  3  the  Russian  government  presented  proposals  to 
the  United  States  for  reconvening  the  Hague  Conference  in  July.  On  the 
13th,  however,  Secretary  Root  informed  the  Russian  government  that  the 
convenience  of  the  United  States  would  be  served  by  the  selection  of  any 
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date  later  than  September  20.  A  date  has  not  yet  been  agreed  upon. — 
Arbitration  treaties  have  been  negotiated  between  Denmark  and  Spain, 
Denmark  and  Italy,  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic. 

II.  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
THE  ADMINISTRATION. — The  past  winter  witnessed  a  bitter  struggle 
between  the  president  and  his  opponents  in  Congress.  The  first  important 
trial  of  strength  occurred  in  the  House  over  the  Philippine  tarifT  and  joint- 
statehood  bills  ;  but  the  main  struggle  was  over  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of 
railway  rates.  This  measure,  which  passed  the  House  by  an  almost  unan- 
imous vote,  was  still  before  the  Senate  at  the  close  of  the  period  under  re- 
view. In  this  body  the  Republicans  were  divided  over  the  question,  and 
the  most  outspoken  opponents  of  the  proposed  legislation  were  certain  Re- 
publican senators.  In  order  to  weaken  the  president's  influence  with  the 
people  and  thereby  defeat  his  policies,  all  possible  opportunities  of  attack 
were  seized  upon  with  eagerness.  His  Santo  Domingo  treaty  was 
criticised,  the  management  of  the  Panama  canal  was  made  a  subject  of 
inquiry,  and  he  was  accused  of  trying  to  influence  members  of  Congress  by 
his  use  of  patronage.  The  president,  on  his  part,  is  reported  to  have  as- 
serted that  bribery  was  being  used  by  interests  opposed  to  the  statehood 
bill.  A  remarkable  feature  of  the  contest  was  the  attitude  taken  by  the 
Democrats.  On  many  matters,  such  as  the  statehood  bill  and  the  Santo 
Domingo  treaty,  they  opposed  the  administration  ;  but  on  others,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  railway  rate  bill,  they  gave  him  an  almost  unanimous  sup- 
port.— In  order  to  do  away  with  mmecessary  printing  in  the  departments 
and  improve  the  form  of  the  annual  reports  and  other  documents,  the  presi- 
dent in  January  ordered  the  head  of  each  department  to  appoint  an  advisory 
printing  committee  and  announced  that  he  intended  to  appoint  a  general  com- 
mittee, advisory  to  all  the  departments,  to  consist  of  the  librarian  of  Congress, 
the  public  printer  and  three  other  persons. — The  postmaster  general  has  be- 
gun a  war  on  fraudulent  medical  concema.  On  March  24  an  order  was  issued 
excluding  from  the  mails  the  advertisements  of  52  such  establishments  in 
New  York  city  and  refusing  delivery  of  mail  matter  addressed  to  them. — 
Mr.  Metcalf,  secretary  of  commerce  and  labor,  in  February  approved  the 
report  of  a  special  commission  which  had  been  investigating  the  existing 
regulations  regarding  the  entry  and  residence  of  Chineae.  The  report  pro- 
vided that  such  alterations  shall  be  made  that  there  shall  be  no  delay  in 
the  admission  of  those  Chinese  who  do  not  belong  to  the  excluded  classes, 
that  the  Bertillon  system  of  identification  shall  be  discontinued  and  that 
Chinese  departing  from  this  country  shall  be  informed  of  the  conditions  of 
their  readmission. — During  the  fall  and  winter  there  was  frequently  great 
stringency  in  the  taioney  market,  particularly  in  speculative  circles,  and 
efforts  were  made  to  induce  the  treasury  department  to  come  to  the  relief  of 
the  market.  This  Secretary  Shaw  resolutely  refused  to  do  ;  but  on  March 
2,  in  view  of  the  unusual  amount  of  money  flowing  into  the  treasury,  he 
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announced  that  he  would  at  once  deposit  $10,000,000  of  the  public  funds  in 
existing  depository  banks  upon  their  agreement  to  import  an  equal  amount 
of  buUion  from  abroad. — ^Among  the  apointments  which  have  been  made 
are  the  following :  Wilfred  B.  Hoggatt  to  be  governor  of  Alaska  ;  H.  J. 
Hagerman  to  be  governor  of  New  Mexico  ;  Henry  C.  Ide  to  be  governor  of 
the  Philippines ;  John  L.  Pancoast  to  be  associate  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Oklahoma  ;  Hosea  Townsend,  William  H.  H.  Clayton,  William  R. 
Lawrence,  Lunnan  F.  Parker,  to  be  judges  of  the  Indian  Territory  ;  Briga- 
<iier  General  Frederick  D.  Grant  to  be  a  major  general ;  Major  General  J. 
C.  Bates  to  be  lieutenant  general  succeeding  Lieutenant  General  Chaffee  ; 
Brigadier  General  Franklin  Bell  to  succeed  General  Bates  on  his  retirement 
on  April  14  ;  Captain  Henry  W.  Lyon  to  be  a  rear  admiral ;  John  H.  Ed- 
wards to  be  assistant  secretary  of  the  treasury  ;  Luke  E.  Wright,  ex-gover- 
nor of  the  Philippines,  to  be  our  first  ambassador  to  Japan ;  Edwin  V. 
Morgan,  ex-minister  to  Corea,  to  succeed  Herbert  G.  Squiers  as  minister 
to  Cuba.  In  March  the  president  summarily  removed  Mr.  Bellamy  Storer 
from  his  position  as  minister  to  Austria  and  appointed  Charles  S.  Francis, 
•ex-minister  to  Greece,  to  succeed  him.  Early  in  December  the  president 
removed  William  S.  Leib,  assistant  United  States  treasurer  at  Philadelphia, 
because  of  "constant  and  persistent  violation  of  the  civil  service  law.'*  In 
the  same  month  he  removed  Irving  W.  Baxter,  a  United  States  district 
attorney  in  Nebraska,  for  having  recommended  that  two  convicted  land 
thieves  should  merely  be  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  marshall  for  a 
few  hours.  On  March  6  he  accepted  the  resignation  of  assistant  paymaster 
George  A.  Deering,  who  had  been  brought  before  a  court-martial  on 
charges  concerning  his  pay  accounts. — On  November  25  Senator  Burton  of 
Kansas  was  again  convicted  of  having  received  compensation  for  practicing 
as  an  attorney  before  the  post  office  department  in  behalf  of  a  speculative 
concern  that  was  in  danger  of  being  forbidden  to  use  the  mails  for  the  pro- 
motion of  its  business  (see  Records  for  December  1904,  p.  727  and  De- 
cember, 1905,  p.  750).  His  case  has  again  been  appealed.  George  W. 
Beavers,  one  of  the  persons  implicated  in  the  poBtal  frauds  (see  Records 
of  December  1903,  p.  726;  June,  1904,  p.  341  ;  December,  1904,  p.  730 
and  December  1905,  p.  750)  was  sentenced  in  February  to  four  years  in 
the  penitentiary.  Benjamin  J.  Greene  and  John  F.  Gaynor,  who  some 
years  ago  fled  to  Canada  but  were  later  extradited  (see  last  Record,  p.  748), 
were  found  guilty  in  the  federal  court  at  Savannah  on  April  12  of  em- 
bezzlement and  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  government  and  were  sentenced 
to  four  years  imprisonment  and  to  pay  a  heavy  fine. 

THE  DEPENDENCIES. — On  January  31  Major-General  Wood,  head 
of  the  military  department  in  Mindanao,  succeeded  Major-General  Henry 
C.  Corbin  as  commander  of  the  military  division  of  the  PhilippineB.  Early 
in  March  General  Wood  attacked  several  hundred  Moro  outlaws  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  crater  of  Mount  Dajo,  Island  of  Jolo,  and  on  a  final 
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assault  made  on  the  8th  a  desperate  fight  ensued  in  which  about  six  hundred 
Moros  and  seventeen  Americans  were  killed.  When  the  news  of  this 
conflict  reached  the  United  States,  the  fact  that  many  Moro  women  and 
children  were  killed  aroused  much  criticism.  It  was  later  explained  that 
this  was  rendered  unavoidable  because  the  women  fought  along  with  the 
men  and  the  children  were  used  by  the  men  as  shields.  Later  in  the  same 
month  a  constabulary  force  was  treacherously  attacked  by  Pulajanes  at  Mag- 
taon,  Island  of  Samar,  but  after  losing  sixteen  in  killed  and  wounded  suc- 
ceeded in  putting  the  enemy  to  flight.  On  April  i6  a  band  of  forty  ladrones 
raided  the  town  of  Malolos  near  Manila,  killed  three  members  of  the  con- 
stabulary, lost  one  of  their  own  number  and  escaped  with  twenty  rifles. — 
The  annual  report  for  1904-05  of  the  Philippine  commission  states  that  the 
exports  have  increased  by  $2, 129,738,  but  that  there  was  a  decrease  in  im- 
ports of  $2,342,203,  due  to  the  fact  that  a  good  rice  crop  had  rendered 
unnecessary  a  large  importation  of  rice.  The  failure  of  the  Senate  at 
Washington  to  pass  the  Philippine  tariff  bill  has  proved  a  great  disappoint- 
ment to  the  people  of  the  islands. — On  April  2  Henry  C.  Ide  was  inau- 
gurated as  governor  general  of  the  Philippines  in  place  of  Governor  Wright, 
who  goes  as  ambassador  to  Japan.  He  will  be  succeeded  later  in  the  year 
by  General  James  T.  Smith. — On  March  26  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  the  contested  election  case  of  C.  P.  Tanker  v.  Jorab  K.  Kalemiorcole 
decided  that  the  latter  had  been  rightfully  elected  delegate  for  Hawaii 

PANAMA  AND  THE  ISTHMIAN  CANAL. — An  emergency  appro- 
priation of  $11,000,000  for  use  in  canal  work  was  signed  by  the  president 
on  December  21. — On  January  8  the  president  sent  to  Congress  the  letter 
of  Secretary  Taft  transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Isthmian  Canal 
Commission,  and  in  doing  so  stated  that  great  progress  had  been  made» 
especially  during  the  last  nine  months,  and  that  the  canal  would  probably 
be  finished  in  a  shorter  time  than  estimated.  He  also  said  that  many 
charges  had  been  made  and  doubtless  would  continue  to  be  made  by  "  sen- 
sation mongers '  *  or  by  persons  with  a  grievance  against  the  canal  manage- 
ment, and  he  advised  Congress  not  to  pay  any  heed  to  such  charges. 
Nevertheless,  the  Senate  passed  a  resolution  for  an  inquiry.  This  inquiry 
developed  the  fact  that  many  of  the  charges  made  in  the  American  press 
against  the  canal  management  had  been  founded  on  hearsay  evidence. — 
In  their  written  report  a  majority  of  the  board  of  consulting  engineers  re- 
commended a  sea-level  canal ;  but  the  president,  Engineer  Stevens,  and  all 
the  canal  commissioners  except  one  have  declared  for  a  lock  canaL  Some 
of  the  advantages  of  a  lock  canal  are  that  it  can  be  built  in  eight  or  nine 
years  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $147,000,000,  whereas  a  sea-level  canal  would 
probably  require  at  least  fifteen  years  and  would  cost  not  less  than  $250,- 
000,000. — ^The  labor  quoBtion  still  continues  to  be  a  puzzling  one.  An 
attempt  in  Congress  to  insert  in  an  appropriation  bill  a  clause  providing  for 
an  eight-hour  day  for  laborers  on  the  canal  was  defeated. 
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CONOBE8& — The  Fifty -ninth  Congress  assembled  for  the  first  time  on 
December  4.  Joseph  G.  Cannon  was  reelected  speaker  of  the  House. 
The  president's  annual  meoaage,  one  of  the  longest  ever  submitted  to  a. 
Congress,  was  read  on  the  5th.  In  it  the  first  place  was  given  to  an  urgent 
plea  for  better  government  regulation  of  railroads  and  particularly  for  legis- 
lation to  detroy  the  rebate  evil.  Among  the  other  recommendations  were 
legislation  to  require  the  publication  of  campaign  expenses  and  to  prohibit 
campaign  contributions  by  corporations  ;  federal  supervision  of  insurance  ; 
maintenance  of  the  efficiency  of  the  navy  ;  prohibition  of  interstate  commerce 
in  adulterated  food ;  more  stringent  regulation  of  immigration  ;  the  admission 
of  Porto  Ricans  to  American  citizenship  ;  admission  to  Congress  of  a  dele- 
gate from  Alaska  ;  joint-statehood  for  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territory  and 
for  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  ;  reduction  of  the  tariff  on  Philippine  products  ; 
an  emergency  appropriation  for  the  Panama  canal  commission  and  improve- 
ment of  the  consular  service. — A  bill  admitting  all  Philippine  products  into 
the  United  States  free,  excepting  rice,  sugar  and  tobacco,  which  were  to  pay 
25  per  cent  of  the  Dingley  rates  until  1909,  when  they  also  were  to  go  on  the 
free  list,  was  passed  by  the  House  on  January  16,  despite  opposition  on  the 
part  of  many  Republicans ;  but  the  Senate  committee  on  the  Philippines 
refused  to  report  it.  On  April  3  Senator  Lodge  announced  that  he  would 
nevertheless  try  to  get  the  bill  before  the  Senate. — ^A  joint-Btatehood  bill  for 
New  Mexico  and  Arizona  and  for  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territory  was  early 
introduced  in  the  House.  In  Arizona  the  measure  aroused  much  opposition. 
In  the  House  there  was  an  "  insurrection  *'  against  it  on  the  part  of  certain 
Republicans.  The  bill  was,  however,  carried  through  on  January  24  by  a 
vote  of  192  to  165,  but  in  the  Senate  that  portion  of  it  which  provided  for 
the  admission  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  was  stricken  out. — ^After  the 
passage  by  the  House  of  the  Philippine  tariff  and  joint-statehood  bills 
Chairman  Hepburn,  of  the  House  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign 
Commerce,  reported  a  railroad-rate  bill.  This  bill,  which  contained  many 
features  of  the  Esch-Townsend  measure  of  the  preceding  session,  placed  all 
interstate  commerce  within  the  control  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion, and  provided  that  whenever  the  commission,  after  a  full  hearing  upon 
a  complaint  against  any  existing  railroad  rate  charged  or  collected  by  a 
carrier  engaged  in  interstate  commerce,  should  be  of  the  opinion  that  the 
charges  or  rates  complained  of  were  "unjust  or  unreasonable,  or  unduly 
preferential  or  prejudicial,  in  violation  of  the  terms  of  this  act,"  the  com- 
mission should  have  the  power  "to  determine  and  prescribe  what  will  in  its 
judgment  be  the  just,  reasonable  and  fairly  remunerative  rate  to  be  there- 
after observed  as  the  maximum  rate  to  be  charged  ; ' '  and  to  make  an  order 
that  the  carrier  should  desist  from  levying  any  charge  in  excess  of  the  pre- 
scribed maximum.  The  bill  was  supported  by  both  parties  in  the  House 
and  was  passed  by  that  body  on  February  3  by  a  vote  of  346  to  7.  When 
the  bill  was  considered  in  the  Senate  Interstate  Commerce  Committee,  a 
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majority  on  February  23  voted  to  report  it  unamended ;  but  Senator 
Aldrich,  the  leader  of  the  opposition  to  it,  in  order  to  bring  it  into  discredit, 
moved  that  it  should  be  put  in  charge  of  Senator  Tilman,  a  Democrat  and 
one  of  the  president's  bitterest  enemies.  The  motion  was  carried.  A  hard 
fight  then  began  in  the  Senate  and  a  final  vote  has  not  yet  been  taken. — 
Among  the  other  bills  which  passed  the  House  was  one  appropriating 
$1 1,000,000  for  the  Panama  canal  work,  and  another  making  it  a  misde- 
meanor to  manufacture  or  sell  adulterated  or  misbranded  foods,  drugs, 
medicines  or  liquors  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  territories  or  the  insu- 
lar possessions,  and  prohibiting  the  shipping  of  such  goods  from  state  to 
state  or  to  a  foreign  country.  An  army  appropriation  bill  carrying  a  little 
more  than  $69,000,000  was  passed  by  the  House  on  March  i.  A  national 
quarantine  bill  giving  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  control  over  all  quar- 
antine stations,  grounds  and  anchorages  and  providing  that  all  common 
carriers  must  receive  passengers,  baggage  and  freight  which  shall  have 
been  discharged  and  certified  by  the  public  health  and  marine  hospital 
service  and  forbidding  interference  with  the  same,  passed  the  House  on 
April  3. — Other  measures  which  have  been  introduced  include  a  bill  to  im- 
prove the  consular  service,  a  bill  to  provide  residences  for  our  ministers 
and  ambassadors,  an  anti -injunction  bill  and  a  federal  insurance  bill. 

THE  FEDERAL  JUDICIART. — The  supreme  court  unanimously  de- 
cided that  the  case  of  Caleb  Powers  is  not  removable  from  the  state 
courts  of  Kentucky  to  the  federal  courts.—  In  the  case  of  Haddock  v.  Had- 
dock the  court  sustained  the  courts  of  the  state  of  New  York  in  holding  that 
a  divorce  valid  in  all  the  states  cannot  be  given  by  the  courts  of  a  state  in 
which  only  one  party  resides. — On  March  1 2  the  court  decided  the  Chicago 
Street  Railway  cases,  involving  the  franchises  of  the  three  principal  street 
railway  companies,  in  favor  of  the  city.  The  decision  sustained  the  acts  of 
the  state  legislature  extending  the  life  of  the  charters  of  the  railway  com- 
panies to  ninety-nine  years  but  did  not  sustain  the  contention  of  the  com- 
panies that  the  contract  rights  (limited  to  a  less  term  of  years  than  the 
charter  life  of  the  companies)  are  extended.  Contracts  or  ordinances  of  the 
city  limiting  the  use  of  the  streets  by  the  companies  for  twenty-five  years 
from  1859  ^^^^  upheld  and  the  companies*  rights  in  the  streets  were  held 
to  expire  in  accordance  with  the  express  terms  of  the  ordinances  or  con- 
tracts.— In  Martin  v.  Texas  it  was  held  that  while  an  accused  person  of 
African  descent  on  trial  in  a  state  court  is  entitled  under  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  to  demand  that  in  organizing  the  grand  jur>'  and  em- 
panelling the  petit  jury,  there  shall  be  no  exclusion  of  his  race  on  account 
of  race  or  color,  such  discrimination  cannot  be  established  by  merely  prov- 
ing that  no  one  of  his  race  was  on  either  of  the  juries.  Motions  to  quash 
based  on  alleged  discriminations  of  that  nature  must  be  supported  by  evi- 
dence or  by  an  actual  offer  of  proof  in  regard  thereto. — In  South  Carolina 
-v.  the  United  States  it  was  held  that  persons  who  sell  liquor  are  not  re- 
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lieved  from  liability  for  the  internal  revenue  tax  imposed  by  the  federal 
government  by  the  fiact  that  they  have  no  interest  in  the  profits  of  the  busi- 
ness and  are  simply  the  agents  of  a  state  which,  in  the  exercise  of  its  re- 
served power,  has  taken  charge  of  the  business  of  selling  intoxicating  liquor. 
— In  Campbell  v.  California  the  court  held  that  a  state  tax  on  inheritances 
to  brothers  and  sisters  but  not  on  inheritances  to  brothers-in-law  and  sisters- 
in-law  does  not  violate  the  fourteenth  amendment. — In  the  case  of  the 
Hibemia  Savings  and  Loan  Society  v.  San  Francisco  the  court  upheld  the 
principle  that  while  the  states  cannot  tax  official  agencies  of  the  federal 
government  this  rule  does  not  apply  to  obligations  such  as  checks  and  war- 
rants available  for  immediate  use. — In  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hart- 
ford Railroad  v,  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  and  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  v,  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 
the  court  held  that  no  railroad  can  give  preference  in  rates  to  itself  as  a 
dealer  in  commodities.  The  court  recommended  that  the  injunction  of  the 
lower  court  '  *  be  modified  and  enlarged  by  perpetually  enjoining  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  from  taking  less  than  the  rates  fixed  in  its  published  tariff 
of  freight  rates  by  means  of  dealing  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  coal.** — 
That  there  is  no  law  governing  the  character  of  printed  matter  which  a 
Congressman  may  authorize  to  be  sent  through  the  mails  under  his  official 
frank  is  the  gist  of  a  decision  rendered  in  April  by  Judge  Marshall  of  the 
United  States  district  court  in  Utah.  (See  also  the  Trust  Problem,  infra), 
STATE  AFFAIRS. — In  Connecticat  a  law  has  been  passed  by  the  pres- 
ent legislature  requiring  retail  dealers  in  patent  medicines  which  contain  a 
certain  percentage  of  alcohol  to  pay  a  license  fee  of  $25. — On  April  18  the 
state  of  Califomia  was  visited  by  an  earthquake  which  destroyed  a  great 
part  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco  and  of  several  other  towns  and  killed  several 
hundred  people.  In  San  Francisco  the  earthquake  was  followed  by  a  fire 
which  raged  for  several  days.  The  total  loss  in  the  one  city  is  estimated 
at  $300,000,000,  and  probably  200,000  people  were  rendered  homeless. 
Prompt  assistance  was  rendered  by  individuals,  associations  and  by  the 
national  government. — The  suit  of  the  state  of  Kansaa  against  the  Standard 
•  Oil  Company  of  Indiana  for  forfeiture  of  its  certificate  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness in  the  state  was  dismissed  by  the  state  supreme  court  on  March  5. 
— In  the  course  of  proceedings  brought  by  Missoaxl  against  various  oil 
companies  for  violation  of  the  anti-trust  laws,  the  state  attorney  general, 
after  a  long  fight,  was  able  late  in  March  to  compel  Mr.  Henry  H.  Rogers, 
the  active  head  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  to  admit  that  the  Standard 
controls  the  Waters-Pierce  Company,  the  Republic  Oil  Company  and  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  of  Indiana.  On  March  5  the  Missouri  board  of  rail- 
road and  warehouse  commissioners  reduced  the  rates  on  oil  shipped  between 
St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City  in  such  a  way  as  to  strike  a  blow  against  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  in  favor  of  independent  refiners. — In  February  the 
•case  of  the  state  of  Missouri  against  the  state  of  minois  regarding  the  right 
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of  the  city  of  Chicago  to  turn  sewage  into  the  Chicago  drainage  canal  was 
decided  by  the  United  States  supreme  court  in  favor  of  the  defendant. — 
In  Montana  the  supreme  court  in  November  declared  an  anti-trust  law  un- 
constitutional because  it  made  exceptions  in  favor  of  agricultural  and  horti- 
cultural classes. — In  New  Jersey  Governor  Stokes  on  March  26  signed  a 
bill  limiting  all  public  utility  franchises  granted  by  municipalities  to  a  term 
of  tA*-enty  years,  unless  such  franchise  should  be  ratified  by  the  people,  in 
which  case  the  term  may  extend  to  forty  years. — ^The  first  step  toward 
deposing  Benjamin  F.  Odell  from  the  Republican  leadership  in  New 
Tork  politics  was  taken  when  his  opponents,  with  the  aid  of  President 
Roosevelt  and  Governor  Higgins,  secured  on  January  3  the  election  of 
James  W.  Wadsworth,  Jr. ,  as  speaker  of  the  Assembly.  A  resolution  call- 
ing upon  Chauncey  M.  Depew  to  resign  his  seat  in  the  federal  Senate 
because  of  his  complicity  in  insurance  irregularities  was  introduced  in  the 
state  Senate.  The  Elsberg  Rapid  Transit  bill,  which  has  been  before  the 
legislature  at  every  session  for  four  years,  passed  both  houses  in  April. 
Revelations  of  wrong  doing  by  the  heads  of  the  great  insurance  companies 
have  continued  (see  last  Record,  p.  755).  On  February  22  the  Armstrong 
investigating  committee  sent  in  its  report  to  the  legislature.  The  report 
recommended  legislation  prohibiting  syndicate  operations  on  the  part  of 
insurance  officials,  the  limiting  of  new  insurance  by  any  company  to  $150,- 
000,000  per  year,  added  restrictions  upon  the  nature  of  investments,  annual 
distribution  of  surplus  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  premiums,  prohibi- 
tion of  political  contributions  and  similar  measures.  Several  bills  in  line 
with  these  recommendations  have  already  been  passed  ;  one  of  these  bills 
forbids  corporations  to  make  contributions  to  a  political  party.  There  have 
been  many  changes  in  the  management  of  some  of  the  companies,  and  in 
some  cases  the  officials  have  made  partial  restitution.  George  W.  Perkins 
of  the  New  York  Life,  Frederick  A.  Bumham  of  the  Mutual  Reserve  Life 
and  others  have  been  arrested  on  charges  of  larceny. — A  special  session  of 
the  Pennsylvania  legislature  has  passed  a  number  of  excellent  acts  includ- 
ing a  repeal  of  certain  "ripper  "  legislation,  a  corrupt  practices  act,  a  per- 
sonal registration  act  and  a  civil  service  act  for  Philadelphia. — ^The  Ohio  ^ 
legislature  in  March  passed  a  bill  fixing  a  penalty  not  to  exceed  $200  or  six 
months  in  jail,  or  both,  for  students  guilty  of  hazing  or  teachers  or  super- 
intendents of  schools  permitting  hazing.  The  same  legislature  also  enacted 
a  law  fixing  a  passenger  rate  of  two  cents  per  mile  on  all  railroads. — The 
Rhode  Island  Senate  on  April  5  passed  a  bill  allowing  women  to  partici- 
pate in  the  choice  of  presidential  electors. — In  'Wisconsin  the  attempt  of 
the  La  Follette  party  to  amend  the  primary  election  law  in  such  a  way  as 
to  enable  a  voter  to  express  his  second  as  well  as  his  first  choice  for  a  can- 
didate for  office  was  defeated  by  the  lower  house  on  December  1 2. 

MUNICIPAL  AFFAIRS. — On  April  3  the  people  of  Chicago  by  a  ma- 
jority of  3,837  declared  for  municipal  ownership  of  the  street  railways,  but 
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in  the  same  election  refused  by  a  majority  of  10,651  to  accept  the  principle 
of  municipal  operation.  The  question  of  issuing  $75,000,000  of  so-called 
Mueller  law  certificates  was  answered  in  the  affirmative. — In  Bflilwaukee  a 
mayoralty  election  resulted  in  an  unexpected  victory  for  the  Republican 
candidate,  Sherman  M.  Becker,  over  Mayor  Rose.  A  feature  of  the  elec- 
tion was  a  decided  falling  off  in  the  Socialist  vote. — The  application  of 
Mr.  Hearst,  one  of  the  defeated  candidates  in  the  New  Tork  city  muni- 
cipal election  of  November,  for  a  recount  of  the  votes  was  refused  on 
appeal  by  the  court  of  appeals  on  December  13.  Attempts  to  induce  the 
legislature  to  authorize  a  recount  were  likewise  fruitless.  A  law  reducing 
the  rate  on  gas  in  New  York  city  from  %\  to  |.8o  per  thousand  feet  has 
been  enacted  and  will  go  into  effect  May  i.  In  December  the  Interbor- 
ough  Rapid  Transit  Company,  through  August  Belmont  and  Company, 
purchased  all  the  interest  of  Thomas  F.  Ryan  and  his  associates  in  the 
Metropolitan  Securities  Company  and  the  Metropolitan  Street  Railway, 
thereby  merging  into  one  concern  all  the  traction  lines  in  Manhattan,  in- 
cluding the  subway,  the  elevated  and  the  surface  lines. — In  January  Israel 
Durham,  one  of  the  political  bosses  overthrown  in  November,  retired  from 
the  Republican  leadership  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  M. 
Mack.  Mayor  Weaver  has  continued  his  career  of  refoim. — In  Beattla  a 
municipal  ownership  candidate  on  a  municipal  ownership  platform  was 
elected  mayor  on  March  7. 

THE  TRUST  PROBLEM. — In  February  Congress  passed  a  joint  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  to  make  examina- 
tions into  the  subject  of  railroad  discriminations  and  monopolies  in  coal  and 
oil.  The  president  signed  the  resolution,  but  on  March  7  transmitted  to 
Congress  a  message  in  which  he  stated  that  he  had  done  so  with  hesitation, 
partly  because  he  feared  such  an  investigation  *would  do  no  good,  partly 
because  an  investigation  was  already  being  conducted  by  the  depart- 
ment of  commerce  and  labor  and  partly  because  the  investigation,  if  thor- 
oughly and  effectively  conducted,  would  result  in  giving  immunity  from 
criminal  prosecution  to  all  persons  who  should  be  called,  sworn  and  con- 
strained by  compulsory  process  of  law  to  testify  as  witnesses.  An  ex- 
tremely important  principle  was  laid  down  on  March  1 2  by  the  United 
States  supreme  court  in  deciding  a  case  against  the  Tobacco  Trust.  The 
court  held  that  the  principle  that  "  no  man  can  incriminate  himself"  does 
not  mean  that  an  individual  witness  shall  be  excused  from  testifying  against 
the  corporation  of  which  he  is  an  employee  or  the  officers  thereof.  Under 
this  interpretation  of  the  law  it  will  now  be  possible  to  force  trust  employees 
and  officials  to  produce  books,  papers,  contracts,  secret  agreements  and 
anything  for  which  the  court  may  call.  By  a  decision  of  Judge  Humphrey 
of  the  United  States  district  court  at  Chicago  in  the  Beef  Trust  cases  all  the 
individual  defendants  were  discharged  on  the  ground  that  they  were  en- 
titled to  immunity  because  Commissioner  Garfield,  of  the  bureau  of  corpo- 
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rations,  had  procured  from  them  information  as  to  their  business  and  the 
matters  covered  in  the  indictments.  In  a  special  message  to  Congress  on 
April  17  the  president  referred  to  the  decision  as  coming  "measurably  near 
making  the  law  a  farce  '*  and  recommended  that  Congress  pass  a  declara- 
tory act  stating  the  real  meaning  of  the  existing  legislation  regarding  im- 
munity and  an  act  giving  to  the  government  the  same  right  of  appeal  in 
criminal  cases  that  the  defendant  has  on  questions  of  law. 

LABOR  AND  CAPITAIl — On  January  2  the  chorus  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Opera  House,  having  recentiy  become  members  of  a  union,  repudiated 
their  contracts  and  demanded  higher  wages  and  recognition  of  their  union. 
This  novel  strike  was  soon  brought  to  an  end  by  compromise. — On  January 
2  a  strike,  the  chief  center  of  which  was  in  New  York  city,  was  begun  by 
the  International  Typographical  Union,  which  demanded  an  eight-hour  day 
and  the  closing  of  the  shops  against  non-union  men.  Arrayed  against  the 
strikers  was  the  United  Typothetae,  a  well  organized  combination  of  employ- 
ers. The  strike  resulted  in  no  definite  victory  for  either  side ;  for  while 
many  firms  conceded  the  demands  of  the  strikers,  others  were  successful  in 
either  filling  the  places  of  the  strikers  or  inducing  them  to  return  to  work 
without  granting  any  or  all  of  their  demands. — In  the  course  of  a  strike  in 
New  York  city  of  structural  iron  workers  dynamite  was  several  times  used 
by  the  strikers  against  firms  employing  non-union  men.  One  of  the  men 
concerned  in  an  attempt  of  this  kind  on  February  24  later  confessed  and 
implicated  members  of  the  union. — On  December  30  ex-Governor  Steun- 
berg,  who  some  years  ago  was  active  in  prosecuting  lawless  miners  of  the 
Coeur  d'Alene,  was  blown  up  by  a  bomb  at  his  home  at  Caldwell,  Idaho. 
A  detective  who  years  ago  was  instrumental  in  convicting  the  "Molly 
Maguires'*  secured  the  arrest  of  a  man  named  Harry  Orchard,  who  con- 
fessed that  he  had  not  only  been  guilty  of  this  crime  but  that  he  had  also 
been  connected  with  twenty-five  other  murders  of  persons  hostile  to  the 
miners*  unions.  He  asserted  that  these  crimes  were  committed  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners.  His  confession  was  partly 
borne  out  by  the  fact  that  a  concealed  bomb,  mentioned  by  him,  was  found 
at  the  gate  of  Supreme  Court  Justice  Goddard  at  Denver.  President  Moyer, 
Secretary  Haywood  and  other  officers  of  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners 
have  been  arrested. — Early  in  February  it  was  announced  that  a  joint  con- 
ference of  soft-coal  miners  and  operators  which  had  been  in  session  at 
Indianapolis  had  been  unable  to  reach  an  agreement  and  that  a  general 
strike  would  probably  take  place  on  April  i ,  the  date  of  the  expiration  of  the 
then  existing  agreement.  The  demands  presented  by  the  miners  were  for  an 
advance  of  five  and  one-half  per  cent  in  wages.  About  the  same  time  the 
anthracite  workers,  whose  agreement  likewise  was  to  expire  with  the  end  of 
March,  presented  to  their  employers  demands  for  an  advance  of  ten  per 
cent  in  wages,  together  with  an  eight-hour  day  and  a  formal  recognition  of 
their  union.     The  prospect  of  a  strike  on  the  part  of  the  miners  caused 
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widespread  apprehension.  On  Februaxy  24  President  Roosevelt  addressed 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Francis  L.  Robbins,  president  of  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Com- 
pany, and  to  Mr.  John  Mitchell,  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
urging  that  a  further  effort  to  avert  the  strike  ought  to  be  made.  About  the 
same  time  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation  and  several  raikoads  brought 
pressure  to  bear  on  the  soft-coal  operators  in  order  to  induce  them  to  make 
concessions.  Partly  as  a  result  of  these  various  influences,  a  second  con- 
ference of  the  soft-coal  men  met  at  Indianapolis  on  March  19,  but  this  con- 
ference produced  no  definite  results,  owing  in  part  to  differences  among  the 
operators.  Many  individual  operators,  however,  granted  the  demands  of 
their  employees.  Negotiations  between  the  anthracite  operators  and  their 
employees  failed  completely.  On  April  i,  therefore,  practically  all  the 
anthracite  workers  and  many  of  the  soft-coal  workers  quit  work.  The  strike 
involves  miners  in  fifteen  states.  Several  attempts  to  arrive  at  an  under- 
standing have  been  made  since  the  strike  began,  but  thus  far  without  suc- 
cess.— On  April  16  a  strike  of  about  4,000  linemen  and  other  electrical 
employees  of  the  Southern  Bell  Telephone  Company  began  in  Virginia, 
North  Carolina  and  five  other  Southern  states. — In  January  the  appellate 
division  of  the  New  York  supreme  court  in  the  district  of  New  York  city 
held  unconstitutional  a  law  making  it  a  penal  offence  for  an  employer  of 
labor  to  compel  an  employee  to  enter  into  an  agreement  not  to  join  a  labor 
union. 

THE  RACE  PROBLEM  AND  LTNCHINO. — According  to  figures  fur- 
nished by  the  Chicago  Tribune ^  the  total  number  of  persons  lynched  in  the 
United  States  during  the  period  from  November  i  to  April  2 1  is  twenty-one, 
all  of  whom  were  colored.  All  the  actual  lynchings  occurred  south  of 
Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  although  race  riots  occurred  at  several  places  in 
the  North. — Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  has  been  one  of  the  chief  centers  for 
this  kind  of  disturbance.  On  January  26  a  mob  estimated  at  from  3,000  to 
4,000  men  made  an  effort  to  break  into  the  county  jail  and  take  away  two 
negroes,  supposed  to  be  within,  charged  with  attacking  white  girls.  One 
side  of  the  jail  was  badly  wrecked,  but  -the  sheriff  and  police  managed  to 
hold  the  mob  at  bay  until  a  company  of  militia  arrived  and  dispersed  it. 
On  March  19  a  mob  in  the  same  town  broke  into  the  jail  and  lynched  a 
negro  named  Johnson,  who  had  been  convicted  of  rape  by  a  state  court, 
but  who,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  not  had  a  fair  trial,  had  been  granted 
am  appeal  by  the  United  States  supreme  court.  The  circumstances  of  the 
case  aroused  unusual  interest,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  supreme  court  will 
vigorously  attempt  to  punish  the  persons  who  defied  its  authority.  On 
March  26  threats  were  again  made  to  take  a  negro  named  Wilson,  who  was 
accused  of  murder,  from  the  Chattanooga  jail,  but  such  a  show  of  force  was 
made  by  the  sheriff  that  the  mob  was  overawed. — ^The  town  of  Springfield, 
Ohio,  was  again  disgraced  on  February  27,  28,  and  March  i  by  an  outbreak 
of  race  hatred.     The  occasion  of  the  outbreak  was  a  quarrel  between  a  ra'" 
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wiin  named  Martin  Davis  and  two  negroes,  as  a  result  of  which 

bt2k  A  as  fatally  shot  and  one  of  the  ne^groes  was  badly  wounded. 

^  neg^rw.     >^cre  arrested  ;  and,  to  save  them  from  lynching,  the  auth<^- 
took  ih        to  another  town.     A  mob  nevertheless  collected  and  pro- 
ed  to  thi    negro  quarter,  where  they  burned  seveml  houses  and  mal^ 
ed      any   nnocent  negroes.     The  local  tniUtva  companies  were  called 
^   slow   in  obeying  and,  when  they  did  appear,  were  ijnable 
fai^  aress  the  disturbance.     Other  companies  were  sent  to  Sptii^* 

;,  ^  g  continued  for  two  days.     Several  more  houses  were  burned 

stYc  arsons  injured.— On  March  i6  a  mob  of  about  500  persons 

ice  all  d  to  gain  entrance  to  the  county  jail  at  Omaha,  Nebraska, 

r  the  D.^  le  of  lynching  eight  muidcier^,  some  of  them  colored,  who 
were  a  ised  to  be  ronfined  there ;  but  the  sheriff  m^de  a  determined  re* 
^stance,  aj  I  atteitiptft  failed. — At  Crescent,  Louisiana,  a  negro  named 

IT  ivas  lyncned  cm  March  J  7  for  ha\         stolen  a  cow. — On  the  night  of 
■ifch  14-1  s  a  mob  broke  into  the  jatl  ;       mngjield,  Missouri,  and  lynched 
Tce  negroes,  two  of  whom  were  accu&       if  rape^  and  the  third  of  murder* 
is  generally  believed  that  two  and  pe       ps  aU  the  priboncrs  were  entiteJy 
innocent.     All  but  sijt  out  of  more  th;  y  prisoners  in  the  jail  are  said  to 

ve  escaped  as  a  result  of  the  affair.  ernor  Foils  has  announced  a  de- 

'"onination  to  secure  the  pitnisbmcnt  01  tne  mob  and  has  offered  a  reward 
'  evidence.^— On  December  1 2  the  federal  supreme  court  declined  to  en- 
tain  an  appeal  of  Thomas  W,  Riggin  from  the  refusal  of  the  federal  court 
II)  Alabama  to  release  him  by  writ  of  habeas  fttrpus  from  arrest  on  a  charge 
that  by  lynching  a  negro  named  Horace  Maples  he  and  others  had  entered 
into  a  conspiracy  to  deprive  the  negro  of  his  right  to  trial  by  jury.  This 
case  is  the  first  attempt  to  punish  the  crime  of  lynching  under  federal  law. 
— Considerable  race  antagonism  was  aroused  during  the  winter  by  the  per- 
formance in  various  parts  of  the  country  of  a  play  called  The  Clansman, 
which  purported  to  give  a  picture  of  negro  rule  in  Reconstruction  times. — 
The  twenty -fifth  anniversary'  of  the  founding  of  Tuskegee  Institute  was  cele- 
brated early  in  April.     Many  eminent  educators  were  present. 

III.  LATIN  AMERICA. 
In  January  the  government  of  Argentina  withdrew  its  proclamation  of 
martial  law  which  had  been  issued  in  October  as  a  result  of  numerous 
strikes.  On  March  1 2  President  Quintana  died  and  was  succeeded  by  Vice- 
President  Figueroa.  The  ministry  resigned,  and  on  the  1 5th  a  new  min- 
istry under  Quirno  Costa  took  office. — On  January  22  the  Brazilian  cruiser 
*  •  Aquidaban  '  *  was  blown  up  by  an  accidental  explosion  of  her  magazine, 
and  223  of  her  crew  were  killed.  On  March  i  Dr.  A.  M.  Penna,  the  vice- 
president,  was  chosen  president  of  the  republic. — In  March  a  loan  of  $18,- 
500,000  for  the  construction  of  drainage  systems  in  various  towns  was  floated 
in  New  York  and  Berlin  by  the  government  of  Chili.  The  ministry  re- 
signed on  March  15,  and  a  new  one  was  later  formed  with  Seflor  Jose  Gut- 
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ierrez  as  premier  and  minister  of  the  interior. — In  the  secondary  election 
which  took  place  on  April  i  Cleto  Gonzalez  Viquez  was  elected  president 
of  Oosta  Rica. — In  Colombia  a  conspiracy  against  the  Reyes  government 
was  discovered  on  December  21  and  the  conspirators  were  arrested.  On 
February  10  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  the  president. 
— During  the  presidential  campaign  in  Cuba  the  Liberals,  who  supported 
Governor  Gomez,  asserted  that  the  government  was  using  illegal  means  and 
intimidation  to  carry  the  election,  but  the  charge  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  well  founded.  In  the  election,  which  took  place  on  December  i ,  the 
Conservatives  won  a  sweeping  victory  ;  and  in  the  electoral  college,  which 
met  on  March  19,  President  Palma  was  reelected  unanimously. — In  Bcoa- 
dor  a  revolt  against  the  Garcia  government  and  in  favor  of  the  former  pres- 
ident, General  Alfaro,  broke  out  on  New  Year's  night.  The  government 
at  first  gained  some  victories,  but  the  revolutionists  were  ultimately  success- 
ful and  Alfaro  was  declared  president. — On  December  10  the  Congress  of 
Paragoay  deposed  President  Gaona  and  chose  Seflor  Don  Cecilio  Baez  as 
provisional  president. — As  a  result  of  the  opposition  to  his  policies  displayed 
by  his  cabinet.  President  Morales  of  Banto  Domingo  left  the  capital  late  in 
December,  and  the  cabinet  put  Vice-President  Caceres  in  his  place.  Troops 
were  sent  after  Morales,  and,  after  some  fighting  in  which  his  forces  were 
worsted,  the  ex-president,  who  had  broken  his  leg  in  a  fall,  took  refuge  on 
January  11  at  the  United  States  legation  at  Santo  Domingo  city.  In  a 
message  to  Congress  on  February  27  President  Caceres  recommended  a 
revision  of  the  constitution,  the  improvement  of  the  ports  and  of  public 
roads,  the  enactment  of  laws  benefitting  agriculture,  and  declared  himself 
in  favor  of  the  treaty  with  the  United  States. — Early  in  March  200  leaders 
of  the  Nationalist  party  in  Umgoay  were  arrested. — On  April  9  General 
Castro,  president  of  Veneauela,  resigned  his  position  temporarily  into  the 
hands  of  Juan  Vincente  Gomez,  and  stated  that  should  his  temporary  retire- 
ment bring  harmony  and  good  will  to  the  country  he  would  make  it  perma- 
nent. It  is  not  believed,  however,  that  he  has  any  intention  of  relinquishing 
power.     (See  also  American  International  Relations,  supra.) 

IV  BRITISH  AMERICA  AND  AUoTRALASIA. 
In  Canada  the  first  provincial  election  in  the  new  province  of  Saskatche- 
wan took  place  on  December  13  and  resulted  in  a  sweeping  Liberal  victory. 
— ^The  first  session  of  the  legislature  of  Alberta  was  held  at  Edmonton  on 
March  1 5.  The  governor,  Mr.  Bulyea,  said  that  the  first  laws  to  be  enacted 
would  be  for  the  organization  of  the  province  on  proper  constitutional  lines 
and  the  establishment  of  a  university. — On  January  16  the  formal  control 
of  the  fortifications  of  Halifax  were  taken  over  by  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment.— In  Anatralia  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  in  December  passed 
a  law  amending  the  former  immigration  law  in  favor  of  travellers  from 
India  and  Japan. — In  West  Auatralia  the  parliamentary  elections  resulte<^ 
in  the  return  of  34  Ministerialists,  13  Labor  members  and  i  Independe 
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Labor  member. — On  December  6  the  election  in  New  ISiwIaik!  resulted  in 
an  overwhelming  victory  for  the  Seddon  ministry. — Lord  Chelmsford,  the 
new  governor  of  Qaaenalaiid,  reached  Brisbane  on  November  30. — In 
December  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New  South  Wales  adopted  a  reso- 
lution expressing  dissatisfaction  at  the  treatment  of  the  state  by  the  federal 
government  as  regards  the  federal  capital.  A  bill  for  establishing  the  cap- 
ital at  Dalgetty,  New  South  Wales,  was  soon  afterwards  introduced  in  the 
federal  Parliament. — ^A  conference  of  Australian  premiers  began  at  Sydney- 
on  April  5. 

V.  EUROPE. 
ENGLAND. — On  December  4  Mr.  Arthur  Balfour,  the  prime  minister,, 
tendered  to  the  king  the  resignation  of  the  Conservative-Unionist  ministry. 
His  motives  for  doing  so  before  he  had  been  defeated  in  the  Conmions  have 
been  variously  interpreted,  but  it  is  probable  that  his  action  was  partly  due 
to  dissensions  arising  out  of  the  Chamberlain  program  and  partly  to  a  desire 
to  resign  before  a  new  election  and  thereby  force  the  Liberals  to  &ce  the 
disadvantage  of  taking  office  before  the  dissolution. — ^The  king  soon  after 
sent  for  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman,  and  on  December  5  Sir  Henry 
undertook  the  task  of  forming  a  new  ministry.  This  task  he  performed 
with  remarkable  success.  His  minstry  included  the  following  :  Sir  Edward 
Grey,  secretary  of  state  ;  Herbert  J.  Gladstone,  secretary  of  state  for  home 
affairs  ;  John  Morley,  secretary  of  state  for  India  ;  James  Bryce,  chief  secre- 
tary for  Ireland  ;  Mr.  Haldane,  secretary  of  war  ;  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  secre- 
tary for  the  colonies  ;  and  the  noted  labor  leader,  Mr.  John  Bums,  president 
of  the  local  government  board.  Following  the  usual  custom.  Sir  Henry 
himself  took  the  position  of  first  lord  of  the  treasury.  Mr.  Winston 
Churchill  was  made  under  secretary  for  the  colonies. — ^The  new  ministry, 
being  without  a  majority  in  the  Commons,  decided  upon  an  early  appeal  ta 
the  country.  On  January  8  the  House  of  Conunons  was  dissolved,  and  a 
new  election  was  ordered.  The  main  issue  was  that  of  fiscal  reform,  al- 
though Mr.  Balfour  and  his  followers  made  strenuous  efforts  to  conjure 
up  the  spectre  of  home  rule.  The  advocates  of  the  Chamberlain  program 
urged  the  great  advantages  which  would  inure  to  the  empire  if  a  preferen- 
tial tariff  policy  should  be  adopted,  and  dwelt  on  the  fact  that  because  Elng- 
land  was  a  free-trade  country  she  was  frequently  at  a  great  disadvantage  in 
securing  commercial  treaties  with  such  countries  as  Germany  and  the 
United  States,  which,  having  secured  control  of  their  home  markets  by 
means  of  high  tariffs,  were  in  a  position  to  "  dump  '*  their  surplus  products 
upon  British  and  other  markets  at  extremely  low  prices.  The  Liberals 
pointed  to  the  unbounded  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  during  half  a  century 
of  free  trade ;  declared  that  the  measures  proposed  by  the  revisionists 
would  increase  the  cost  of  living  and  would  bear  most  heavily  on  working- 
men  ;  and  urged  that  it  would,  in  reality,  be  a  great  misfortune  to  the 
empire  if  the  imperial  tie  should  come  to  be  associated  with  an  increase  in 
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the  price  of  bread. — ^The  electioiifl»  which  began  on  January  12,  resulted 
in  a  sweeping  victory  for  the  Liberals.  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  seven 
Unionist  candidates  were  returned  by  Birmingham  ;  but  Mr.  Balfour  was 
defeated  in  the  borough  of  East  Manchester,  though  he  was  later  returned 
by  a  London  constituency.  A  lax^e  number  of  the  other  members  of  the 
former  ministry  likewise  suffered  defeat.  When  Parliament  met  on  Feb- 
ruary 13,  the  House  of  Commons  consisted  (with  a  few  constituencies  yet 
to  be  polled)  of  429  Liberals  (including  54  Laborites.  of  whom  33  were 
pledged  to  independent  labor  legislation),  157  Unionists  and  83  National- 
ists. One  of  the  most  notable  features  of  the  contest  was  the  number  of 
Labor  candidates  returned. — ^The  king  opened  the  new  Parliament  in  per- 
son on  February  13.  In  his  speech  from  the  throne  he  announced  that 
responsible  government  would  be  granted  to  the  Transvaal  and  to  the 
Orange  River  Colony ;  that  measures  would  be  taken  for  improving  the 
government  of  Ireland  and  "associating  the  people  with  the  conduct  of 
Irish  affairs  ;**  that  the  educational  laws  would  be  amended ;  that  there 
would  be  legislation  dealing  with  trade  disputes,  the  compensation  of  work- 
ingmen,  the  unemployed,  commercial  corruption  and  to  prevent  plural 
voting  at  elections.  Acts  dealing  with  some  of  these  subjects  have  already 
been  passed,  and  bills  embodying  others  are  now  being  considered.  On 
March  9  the  House  of  Commons  adopted  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
members  ought  to  be  paid  £yx>  per  year.  Three  days  later  the  Commons, 
by  a  vote  of  474  to  98,  announced  a  determination  "to  resist  any  proposal, 
whether  by  way  of  taxation  upon  foreign  com  or  of  the  creation  of  a  general 
tariff  upon  foreign  goods,  to  create  in  this  country  a  system  of  protection.** 
One  of  the  most  debated  subjects  has  been  that  of  Chinese  labor  in  the 
mines  of  the  Transvaal  (see  Asia  and  Africa,  infrd). 

FRANCB. — ^Aside  from  the  negotiations  regarding  Morocco  and  the  con- 
sequent strained  relations  with  Germany  (see  International  Relations, 
supra),  the  most  important  events  in  French  history  during  the  last  six 
months  have  been  the  election  of  a  new  president,  the  separation  of  church 
and  state  and  the  fall  of  the  Rouvier  ministry.  The  chief  candidates  for 
presidential  honors  were  M.  Paul  Doumer,  president  of  the  chamber  of 
deputies,  and  Clement  Armand  Falli^res,  president  of  the  senate.  The 
election  took  place  without  any  disturbance  at  Versailles  on  January  1 7  and 
resulted  in  the  choice  of  M.  Falli^res  by  a  vote  of  449  to  371.  The  presi- 
dent-elect, who  is  described  as  being  much  like  M.  Loubet  and  who  enjoys 
a  high  reputation  for  good  judgment,  tact  and  probity,  was  formally  inaugu- 
rated on  February  18,  and  retained  the  Rouvier  ministry  without  change. 
The  Briand  bill  (see  last  Record,  p.  765)  defining  the  conditions  of  the 
separation  of  church  and  state  and  fixing  the  new  regime  under  which  the 
religious  bodies  are  henceforth  to  enjoy  an  independent  existence,  was 
passed  by  the  Senate  on  December  6  without  amendment.  The  taking  of 
inventories  of  church  property  required  by  the  law  met  with  great  oppos' 
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tion  in  some  of  the  provinces  and  even  in  Paris.  At  the  church  of  Ste. 
Clothilde  in  Paris  the  officials,  although  assisted  by  the  police  and  even  by 
troops,  were  violently  resisted  by  a  mob  of  parishioners  ;  and  many  persons 
on  both  sides  were  injured.  Similar  scenes  occurred  on  the  following  day 
at  the  fashionable  church  of  St.  Pierre-du-Gros  Caillou.  Among  those  re> 
sisting  were  General  Baron  Rebillot,  the  Marquise  de  MacMahon,  Baroness 
Reille  and  the  Abb6  Mayol  de  Lup^.  At  Sdint  SigoUne  in  the  department 
of  Haute  Loire  later  in  the  month  the  threatening  attitude  of  a  crowd  armed 
with  scythes  and  red-hot  bars  of  iron  prevented  the  officials  from  perform > 
ing  their  duty.  Serious  rioting  occurred  early  in  March  in  several  of  the 
provincial  towns ;  at  Boeschope,  near  Dunkirk,  a  manifestant  was  shot 
dead  and  the  government  commissioner  was  wounded. — One  result  of  the 
religious  troubles  was  the  downfall  of  the  Rouvier  ministry.  Although  the 
senatorial  elections  early  in  January  had  been  favorable  to  the  ministry,  a 
debate  on  March  7  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  resulted  in  an  unexpected 
combination  against  the  government,  and  it  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  267 
to  234.  M.  Rouvier  at  once  resigned.  His  resignation  came  at  a  critical 
time  in  the  Algeciras  negotiations  and  there  was  considerable  anxiety  lest 
Germany  might  take  advantage  of  the  crisis.  After  some  delay  a  new  min- 
istry was  formed  by  M.  Sarrien.  Among  those  who  accepted  positions 
under  him  were  M.  Clemen^au,  ininister  of  the  interior,  M.  Bourgeois,  min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs,  M.  Etienne,  minister  of  war,  and  M.  Briand,  minister 
of  public  instruction  and  worship.  The  new  ministry  decided  to  follow  the 
foreign  policy  of  its  predecessor  and  to  enforce  the  Separation  law,  although 
M.  Sarrien  announced  that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  counting  of  church 
candlesticks  was  worth  a  single  human  life. — The  deficit  for  the  present 
year  is  estimated  at  |i  1,400,000.  M.  Falli^res  was  succeeded  as  president 
of  the  Senate  by  M.  Antonin  Dubost.  On  March  10  the  most  terrible  min- 
ing disaster  on  record  occurred  in  the  Courri^res  district  of  Pas-de-Calais  ; 
about  1 1 00  persons  are  reported  to  have  lost  their  lives.  As  a  protest 
against  the  management  of  the  mines  a  miners*  strike  involving  on  March 
16  about  30,000  men  took  place.  The  strike  spread  to  other  lines  of  work; 
dynamite  outrages  occurred  at  various  places,  and  apprehensions  of  a  gen- 
eral uprising  on  May  i  led  the  government  to  adopt  repressive  measures. 

OERMANT. — The  imperial  Reichstag  was  opened  by  the  emperor  on 
November  28.  In  his  speech  the  emperor  welcomed  Japan  into  the  ranks 
of  the  great  powers,  expressed  sympathy  with  the  Russians  in  rearranging 
their  domestic  affairs,  complained  that  there  was  a  continued  misconception 
abroad  concerning  Germany's  intentions  and  stated  that,  although  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  for  a  Moroccan  conference,  the  signs  of  the  times  were 
such  that  the  nation  must  strengthen  its  defences  and  particularly  its  navy. 
The  imperial  estimates  for  the  year  were  |6oo,ooo,ooo.  To  increase  the 
revenue  it  was  proposed  to  levy  death  duties  on  inheritances  on  a  scale 
ranging  from  4  per  cent  to  20  per  cent  in  accordance  with  the  degree  of 
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relationship  of  the  heir  and  the  value  of  the  inheritance.  Another  proposal 
was  for  increased  customs  duties  on  imported  beer  and  tobacco.  A  bill  for 
prolonging  the  provisional  commercial  agreement  with  England  passed  the 
Reichstag  on  December  15,  and  on  February  22  a  measure  granting  most- 
la  vored-nation  tariff  rates  to  the  United  States  until  June  30,  1907,  was  also 
passed.  On  March  6  the  appropriations  committee  approved  a  measure 
authorizing  the  construction  of  six  additional  armored  cruisers  and  the  in- 
creasing to  18,000  tons  displacement  of  two  battleships  which  were  about 
to  be  laid  down.  This  change  in  tonnage  was  due  to  the  launching  in 
England  of  the  monster  battleship  "Dreadnought.**  On  March  30  the 
Reichstag  approved  the  emperor's  long  contemplated  project  of  raising  the 
colonial  bureau  of  the  foreign  office  to  a  ministry  of  the  colonies.  A  bill 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  members  of  the  Reichstag  was  approved 
by  the  Federal  Council  in  April,  and  was  then  submitted  to  the  Reichstag. — 
The  Prussian  Diet  was  reopened  on  December  5.  The  royal  speech  was 
read  by  Prince  Billow.  Among  the  legislative  proposals  which  he  announced 
would  be  submitted  were  bills  for  raising  the  house-rent  allowance  for  the 
lower  classes  of  officials,  for  railway  extension,  for  a  more  equitable  distri- 
bution of  the  income  tax,  for  settling  the  maintenance  of  national  schools 
and  for  a  partial  redistribution  of  seats  in  the  Diet.  The  most  remarkable 
feature  of  the  speech  was  a  concluding  exhortation  to  the  German  element 
in  the  Polish  districts  to  be  mindful  of  their  national  obligations  and  not 
allow  land  to  pass  from  German  into  Polish  hands. — During  the  winter 
there  was  considerable  agitation  in  various  parts  of  the  empire,  particularly 
in  Prussia,  Bavaria,  Saxony  and  Baden,  for  electoral  reform.  On  January 
21  ninety -three  meetings  for  protesting  against  the  injustice  of  the  three- 
class  electoral  system,  which  in  Prussia  practically  disfranchises  about 
1,750,000  Social  Democrats,  were  held  in  and  about  Berlin.  At  Hamburg 
a  bill  to  limit  further  the  suffrage  provoked  a  serious  riot  but  the  bill  was 
nevertheless  passed  by  the  Biirgerschaft. — Other  German  events  of  some 
importance  have  been  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant-General  Count  von 
Moltke,  nephew  of  the  celebrated  field-marshall,  as  chief  of  the  general 
staff ;  the  decision  of  Berlin  and  eight  suburban  towns  to  own  and  operate 
the  street  railways  ;  and  the  publication  of  the  results  of  the  new  census, 
which  showed  a  population  of  60,605,183,  a  net  increase  of  4,238,005 
since  1900. 

AUSTRIA-iiunOABT'. — As  a  result  of  popular  demonstrations  in  favor 
of  universal  suffrage  Baron  Gautsch,  the  Austrian  premier,  on  November  1 1 
stated  that  the  government  was  preparing  a  franchise  reform  bill  "on  a 
modem  basis  and  such  as  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  times. ' '  The  Reichs- 
rath  reassembled  on  November  28,  and  Baron  Gautsch  announced  that  as 
soon  as  the  house  had  disposed  of  certain  pressing  measures  such  a  bill 
would  be  introduced.  On  the  same  day  demonstrations  in  favor  of  the 
movement,  in  which  from  200,000  to  300,000  persons  participated,  took 
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place  in  Vienna  and  smaller  meetings  occurred  in  other  towns.  On  Feb- 
ruary 23  Baron  Gautsch  introduced  a  bill  sweeping  away  the  curia  system 
and  placing  all  elections  on  the  same  footing  except  where  racial  consider- 
ations necessitated  a  special  arrangement  The  number  of  seats  were  to 
be  increased  from  425  to  455.  Every  male  citizen  who  has  completed  his 
twenty-fourth  year  and  is  not  under  legal  disabilities  is  to  be  aUowed  to  vote 
after  residing  one  year  in  the  electoral  district.  The  bill  met  with  much  op- 
position from  the  Pan-Germans,  who  realized  that  it  woidd  decrease  their  in- 
fluence ;  opposition  to  it  was  particularly  strong  in  the  upper  chamber. — ^The 
Hungarian  premier.  Baron  Fejervary,  on  October  29  announced  a  program 
including  a  large  extension  of  the  suffrage  and  numerous  other  progressive 
measures.  The  obstruction  tactics  of  the  Coalition  were  continued ;  and 
on  December  20,  finding  himself  practically  powerless  to  accomplish  any- 
thing, the  premier  tendered  his  resignation,  but  the  king  refused  to  receive 
it.  Early  in  January  the  government  undertook  on  its  own  responsibility  to 
countersign  the  royal  ratification  of  the  commercial  treaties  with  Austria, 
which  all  parties  in  Hungary  admitted  were  indispensable,  but  which  the 
parliamentary  majority  was  not  prepared  to  sanction.  Early  in  February 
futile  interviews  occurred  between  the  Coalition  leaders  and  the  king.  On 
February  19,  because  the  opposition  refused  to  take  office  but  persistently 
blocked  legislation,  a  royal  rescript  dissolving  the  Parliament  was  read  by 
a  military  officer  representing  General  Nyiri,  the  royal  commissioner.  As 
threats  had  been  made  that  the  order  would  be  disobeyed,  troops  were  on 
hand  to  enforce  it.  A  reaction  in  favor  of  the  government  now  set  in,  and 
Aggi'cssive  measures  were  adopted  against  the  Coalition.  As  a  result,  that 
party  modified  its  demands  and  on  April  6  consented  to  a  compromise. 
Premier  Fejervary  thereupon  resigned  and  Alexander  Wekerle  undertook 
the  formation  of  a  new  ministry  composed  of  leaders  of  the  Coalition. 

ITALY. — One  of  the  first  bills  introduced  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies 
when  that  body  reassembled  on  November  28  provided  for  relieving  the 
distress  in  Calabria  by  constructing  railways  and  roads.  A  new  modus 
Vivendi  with  Spain,  to  take  the  place  of  that  of  1892,  was  announced  soon 
after  ;  but,  partly  because  it  made  no  reserve  in  favor  of  Italian  wines  and 
partly  because  of  mere  obstruction,  the  arrangement  was  on  December  16 
rejected  by  the  Chamber  by  a  vote  of  277  to  144.  Signor  Fortis  thereupon 
tendered  his  resignation,  but  the  king  reserved  his  decision  and  ultimately 
prevailed  upon  the  premier  to  form  a  new  ministry,  the  composition  of 
which  leaned  decidedly  to  the  Left.  The  reconstructed  ministry  was,  how- 
ever, accused  of  having  strong  clerical  sympathies  ;  and,  for  this  and  other 
reasons,  on  February  i ,  after  a  long  and  violent  debate  over  the  govern- 
ment's  program,  a  vote  of  confidence  was  lost  by  221  to  188.  Fortis  again 
tendered  his  resignation  ;  it  was  accepted,  and  Baron  Sidney  Sonnino,  the 
eminent  minister  of  finance  under  Crispi,  formed  a  ministry,  in  which 
Count  Guicciardini  took  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  and  Signor  Luz- 
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zatti,  the  fonner  premier,  the  department  of  the  treasury.  The  new  premier 
began  his  administration  by  issuing  orders  allpwing  complete  freedom  of 
the  press. — ^The  first  passenger  train  passed  through  the  Simplon  tunnel  on 
January  25. — Early  in  April  occurred  an  eruption  t>f  Vesuvius  which  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  one  of  the  most  violent  since  the  time  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  Pompeii  and  Herculaneum.  Many  villages  and  towns  were  de- 
stroyed, many  hundreds  of  persons  lost  their  lives,  and  a  number  estimated 
at  150,000  were  forced  to  flee  from  their  homes. — On  December  11  the 
pope  held  a  secret  consistory  and  announced  his  intention  of  creating  four 
new  cardinals. 

RUSBIA. — On  October  21  an  organized  strike  for  political  purposes  be- 
gan on  the  Russian  railways,  and  the  railway  employees  were  joined  by 
vast  numbers  of  industrial  workers  until  it  was  estimated  that  over  one  mil- 
lion men  were  engaged  in  the  movement.  Although  the  czar  on  October 
30  (see  last  Record,  p.  769)  issued  a  new  charter  of  liberties  and  called 
Count  Witte  to  the  head  of  a  responsible  ministry,  these  concessions  did 
not  satisfy  the  strikers.  They  demanded  "  the  immediate  convocation  of  a 
constituent  assembly  elected  by  the  universal,  equal  and  direct  suffrages  01 
all  adult  citizens,  without  distinction  of  creed  or  nationality,  and  the  pro- 
vision of  all  guarantees  of  civic  freedom."  Anarchy  reigned  over  the 
whole  country.  At  Odessa  more  than  five  thousand  people  are  said  to 
have  been  killed  or  wounded,  while  terrible  riots  occurred  at  Kazan,  Tiflis 
and  elsewhere.  At  Kicff,  Kishineff,  Rostoff,  Kherson  and  other  towns 
horrible  massacres  of  the  Jews  took  place,  unchecked  by  the  authorities 
and  perhaps  in  some  cases  even  instigated  by  them  for  reactionary  pur- 
poses. On  November  9  a  mutiny  broke  out  among  the  sailors  at  Kron- 
stadt,  and  a  few  days  later  another  among  both  sailors  and  soldiers  at 
Vladivostok,  but  both  were  suppressed.  Commotions  in  Poland  looking 
to  the  restoration  of  independence  led  to  the  proclamation  of  martial  law  in 
that  country.  On  November  20  the  strike  was  ended  by  order  of  the  Cen- 
tral Labor  Committee,  but  the  workingmen  were  urged  to  further  the 
revolutionary  propaganda  and  to  prepye  themselves  for  •  •  the  last  general 
-encounter  of  all  Russia  with  bloody  monarchy  now  living  in  its  last  days.'* 
On  November  19  a  Zemstvo  congress  met  at  Moscow  and  on  November 
23  it  passed  a  resolution  demanding  universal  direct  suffrage  and  the  call- 
ing of  a  constituent  assembly.  The  congress  displayed  a  lack  of  confidence 
in  the  Witte  ministry  and  advised  Zemstvo  representatives  not  to  accept 
office  under  it. — The  revolutionary  movement  now  entered  upon  its  most 
acute  phase.  On  November  24  a  combined  strike  and  mutiny  began  at 
Sebastopol.  The  revolutionists  captured  the  city,  shot  Admiral  Pisarevsky 
and  for  some  days  controlled  affairs  almost  completely.  The  government, 
however,  dispatched  overwhelming  forces  to  the  seat  of  the  trouble;  the 
rebel  trenches  were  stormed ;  the  ships  were  retaken  ;  and  many  of  the 
rebels  were  executed.     Less  important  outbreaks  occurred  about  the  same 
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time  at  Kronstadt,  Vladivostok  and  elsewhere.     In  December  Lithuania 
and  other  regions  around  the  Baltic  were  in  open  revolt ;  the  Caucasus  was 
in  a  flame  of  revolution  ;  an  outbreak  occurred  at  Irkutsk ;  a  new  strike 
began;  assassinations  and  attempted  assassinations  were  everywhere  com- 
mon.    One  of  the  chief  struggles  took  place  in  Moscow.     For  several  days 
the  rebels  controlled  a  large  part  of  the  city  ;  but  after  frightful  barricade 
fighting,  in  which  hundreds  of  men,  women  and  children  are  reported  to 
have  lost  their  lives,  order  was  gradually  restored. — ^With  the  triumph  of 
the  government  it  was  prophesied  that  a  policy  of  thoroughgoing  reaction 
would  set  in  and  that,  temporarily  at  least,  the  concessions  would  go  for 
naught.     But,  though  thousands  of  arrests  were  made  and  hundreds  of 
revolutionists  were  put  to  death,  the  czar  did  not  give  up  the  idea  of  con> 
voking  an  assembly.     On  December  26  a  more  liberal  electoral  law  was 
promulgated,  which  granted  the  suffrage  to  workmen  in  factories  and  mills, 
to  every  owner  of  real  estate  paying  taxes,  to  persons  conducting  inde- 
pendent enterprises,  such  as  shopkeepers,  and  to  other  classes.     At  the 
same  time  it  was  announced  that  the  question  of  universal  suffrage  would 
be  left  to  the  Duma.     Early  in  January  registration  for  the  election  began. 
Charges  were  made  that  the  minister  of  the  interior,  Durnovo,  was  seeking 
to  control  the  election  in  the  interests  of  reaction  by  arresting  popular 
leaders  and  by  repressing  political  assemblages;  for  this  and  other  reasons 
the  Revolutionary  Socialists  refused  to  register,  but  later  changed  their 
attitude.     To  make  possible  a  full  registration,  the  time  originally  granted 
was  extended. — On  March  5  an  imperial  manifesto  elaborated  the  plan  for 
the  new  assembly.     Both  the  Duma  and  the  Council  of  Empire,  which 
latter  will  consist  in  future  of  an  equal  number  of  elected  members  and 
of  members  nominated   by  the  czar,   will  be  convoked  and  prorogued 
annually  by  imperial  ukase.      Each  will  have  equal   legislative  powers 
and  can  exercise  the  same  initiative  in  introducing  bills  and  the  same 
right  of  addressing  questions  to  ministers.       Every  measure  passed  by 
the  two  must  be  sanctioned  by  the  czar  and,  as  was  announced  some 
weeks  later,  must  be  published  by  the  Senate.     If  during  the  suspension  of 
the  sittings  of  the  Duma  extraordinary  circumstances  shall  arise  that  call 
for  legislative  action,   the  council  of  ministers  may  lay  the  matter  be- 
fore the  czar  for  immediate  decision.     Such  matter  must  not,  however, 
involve  any  change  in  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire,  the  regulations 
governing  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire  and  the  Duma  or 
the  regulations  regarding  the  proceedings  or  the  election  of  these  bodies ; 
and  such  a  measure  lapses  if  not  embodied  in  an  act  within  two  months 
after  the  assembling  of  the  Duma. — Ukases  published  simultaneously  with 
the  manifesto  promulgated  the  laws  relating  to  the  new  constitutions  of  the 
Council  of  the  Empire  and  of  the  Duma.     The  elective  members  of  the 
Council  will  hold  office  for  nine  years,  a  third  of  the  number  being  elected 
every  three  years.     Each  assembly  of  the  Zemstvo  of  each  government  will 
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elect  one  member.  Six  members  will  be  returned  by  the  Synod  of  the 
orthodox  church,  six  by  the  representatives  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  and 
the  universities,  twelve  by  the  representatives  of  the  chamber  of  commerce 
and  of  industry,  eighteen  by  the  representatives  of  the  nobility  and  six  by 
the  representatives  of  the  landed  proprietors  of  Poland,  assembled  in  con- 
gress at  Warsaw.  The  congress  of  the  representatives  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  the  nobility  and  the  commercial  and  industrial  communities,  for 
the  election  of  their  members  to  the  Council  of  Empire,  will  meet  in  St. 
Petersburg.  In  those  provinces  of  European  Russia  which  have  no  Zemstvo, 
a  congress  of  the  representatives  of  the  landed  proprietors  will  assemble  in 
the  chief  town  of  their  province  to  elect  one  member  for  each  province  to 
the  Council  of  Empire. — ^All  members  of  the  Council  must  have  attained 
their  fortieth  year  and  must  have  an  academic  degree.  The  president  and 
vice-president  will  be  appointed  by  the  czar.  The  elective  members  of  the 
Council  will  receive  an  honorarium  of  twenty-five  rubles  a  day  during  the 
session.  The  sittings  of  both  the  Duma  and  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire 
will  be  made  public.  Ministers  will  be  eligible  for  the  Duma  and,  in  the 
capacity  of  elected  members,  qualified  to  vote. — Laws  voted  by  the  two 
houses  will  be  submitted  for  the  imperial  sanction.  The  members  of  both 
bodies  will  have  the  privilege  of  personal  immunity  during  the  session  and 
will  be  liable  for  arrest  only  with  the  consent  of  the  body  to  which  they 
belong,  except  for  certain  flagrant  offences,  or  offences  committed  in  the 
exercise  of  their  duties. — Despite  the  use  of  the  most  outrageous  methods 
by  the  reactionists,  the  elections  to  the  Duma  resulted  in  a  sweeping 
victory  for  the  Constitutional  Democrats. — The  first  session  of  the  Parlia- 
ment will  be  held  May  lo. — On  November  17  a  manifesto  was  issued  to  the 
effect  that  the  payments  made  by  peasants  for  the  use  of  lands  would  be 
reduced  by  one-half  from  January  i,  1906,  and  that  they  would  be  entirely 
abolished  from  January  14,  1907. — In  Finland,  as  a  result  of  a  more  or 
less  passive  rebellion  which  suspended  all  communication  and  paralyzed 
business,  the  czar  on  November  4  repealed  many  harsh  ordinances,  ad- 
mitted the  responsibility  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  Diet,  convened  a 
special  session  of  the  Diet  to  prepare  laws  granting  freedom  of  speech,  of 
the  press,  of  public  meeting  and  of  association,  and  for  the  establishment  of 
a  national  assembly  based  on  universal  suffrage.  Prince  Obolensky  re- 
signed the  govemor-generalcy,  and  on  November  30  a  constitutional  sen- 
ate was  appointed. 

MINOR  EUROPEAN  STATES. — The  vote  on  the  question  of  offering 
the  Norwegian  throne  to  Prince  Charles  of  Denmark  (see  last  Record,  p. 
772)  was  taken  on  November  13,  and  the  question  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative by  259,936  to  67,554.  On  November  26  the  Storthing  elected 
him  unanimously.  Prince  Charles  accepted  the  throne  thus  tendered,  chose 
the  name  of  Haakon  VII,  and  on  November  25,  with  his  wife,  the  Princess 
Maud,  daughter  of  Edward  VII,  and  their  little  son,  made  his  entry  into 
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Christiania.  Two  days  later  he  took  the  oath  of  office. — A  new  I 
ministry,  the  first  on  purely  liberal  parliamentary  lines  in  the  history  of  the 
country,  took  office  on  November  7.  The  Parliament  was  opened  on  Janu- 
ary 15.  In  his  speech  from  the  throne  the  king  informed  the  Riksdag  that 
bills  would  be  presented  during  the  session  for  extending  the  ftanchise  for 
elections  to  the  second  chamber,  for  remodeling  the  system  of  defence,  for 
reorganizing  the  diplomatic  and  consular  service  and  for  improving  the  con- 
dition of  the  working  classes.  The  electoral  measure,  as  later  elaborated, 
provides  for  what  is  practically  manhood  suffrage  and  for  a  new  delimita- 
tion of  electoral  districts  every  nine  years.  65  of  the  members  of  the 
Riksdag  are  to  be  returned  from  the  towns  and  165  from  the  country. — 
King  Christian  IX  of  Denmark,  died  suddenly  on  January  29  at  the  age  of 
88  years.  His  death  caused  universal  regret  among  his  subjects  and  threw 
most  of  the  European  courts  into  mourning.  On  January  30  his  son  was 
proclaimed  as  Frederick  VIII. — M.  Forrer  of  the  Radical  Left  was  elected 
president  of  the  Swiss  Confederation  in  December. — On  December  i 
SeAor  Rios,  the  Spanish  premier,  found  it  necessary  to  tender  his  resigna- 
tion, and  Scftor  Morct  was  entrusted  with  the  task  of  forming  a  new  ministry. 
Serious  disturbances  took  place  at  Barcelona  in  the  course  of  the  winter, 
and  the  constitutional  guaranties  were  for  a  time  suspended.  In  Febru- 
ary the  betrothal  of  King  Alfonso  to  Princess  Victoria  Eugenie,  daughter 
of  Mnce  Henry  of  Battenberg,  was  announced.  The  princess,  who 
was  a  Protestant,  has  changed  her  religion. — The  Portuguese  premier, 
Senhor  Luciano  dc  Castro,  reconstructed  his  ministry  in  December.  In 
opening  the  Cortes  on  February  i  King  Carlos  announced  that  the  govern- 
ment would  soon  submit  a  commercial  treaty  with  Switzerland  and  said  that 
similar  treaties  were  pending  with  France,  Germany,  Great  Britain  and 
Italy.  He  alsio  urged  the  development  and  extension  of  certain  colonial 
railways.  In  March  a  new  ministry  was  formed  by  Senhor  Hintze  Ribeiro. — 
Early  in  November  Prince  Nicholas  of  Montenegro  issued  a  manifesto  an- 
nouncing the  establishment  of  a  representative  assembly.  The  elections 
were  held  on  November  27  and  the  assembly  met  on  December  16.  In  a 
speech  from  the  throne  on  the  i8th  the  prince  proclaimed  a  liberal  consti- 
tution and  declared  a  constitutional  monarchy. — In  Greece  the  Ralli  minis- 
try resigned  late  in  December,  and  a  new  one  was  formed  by  M.  Theotokis. 
The  elections  on  April  8  resulted  in  the  return  of  1 20  Theotokists,  42  Ral- 
lists,  seven  Zaimists  and  eight  independents. — ^A  new  ministry  under  Sava 
Grouitch  took  office  in  Servia  on  March  13. — Despite  the  concession  by 
the  sultan  of  Turkey  of  an  international  board  of  financial  control,  Bface- 
donia  has  continued  to  be  the  scene  of  frequent  disturbances. — In  Novem- 
ber the  insurgents  in  Crete  were  called  upon  to  give  up  their  arms,  and  many 
did  so.     On  the  24th  Prince  George  issued  a  proclamation  of  amnesty. 

VI.  ASIA  AND  AFRICA. 
The  revolt  of  the  Arabs  in  Temen  still  continues.     The  Turkish  troops 
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have  suffered  several  reverses. — ^As  a  result  of  protests  by  a  thousand  mer- 
chants and  mullahs,  the  shah  of  Persia  promised  to  establish  a  representa- 
tive assembly.  The  assembly  is  to  be  elected  by  mullahs,  merchants  and 
landowners,  and  is  to  be  under  the  presidency  of  the  shah.  It  will  be  called 
"  the  House  of  Justice,"  and  will  possess  both  legislative  and  administrative 
powers.  Equality  for  all  under  the  law  is  to  be  proclaimed  and  all  favorit- 
ism b  to  be  abolished.  Early  in  April  about  twenty  foreigners,  mostly 
Armenians,  were  killed  in  an  anti-foreign  outbreak  at  Meshed. — ^The  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Wales  landed  at  Bombay  on  November  9  and  began  an 
extended  tour  through  India.  Lord  Minto,  the  new  viceroy,  reached  Bom- 
bay on  December  18.  The  decision  announced  by  John  Morley,  secretary 
of  state  for  India,  upon  the  questions  at  issue  between  Lord  Kitchener  and 
the  dvil  government  was  on  the  whole,  favorable  to  the  former. — In  China 
numerous  anti-foreign  outbreaks  (see  International  relations,  suprd) 
have  occurred,  and  there  have  been  many  signs  of  a  spirit  of  "China  for 
the  Chinese."  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  toward  establishing 
and  drilling  a  modem  army.  Toward  the  end  of  the  year  two  commissions 
left  China  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  political,  social  and  industrial 
institutions  of  the  United  States  and  Europe. — On  November  18  the  Korean 
government  acceded  to  the  Japanese  demand  that  the  diplomatic  affairs  of 
Korea  should  be  transferred  to  Tokio,  that  a  resident-general  should  reside 
at  Seoul,  and  that  Japanese  garrisons  should  be  established  at  important 
places.  In  December  Marquis  Ito  was  appointed  first  resident-general. — 
On  December  2 1  Marquis  Yamagata  was  named  president  of  the  Japanese 
privy  council.  The  Katsura  ministry,  which  had  become  unpopular  as  a  result 
of  the  Peace  of  Portsmouth  and  of  the  harsh  measures  taken  by  it  to  suppress 
dissatisfaction,  resigned  early  in  January,  and  a  Constitutionalist  ministry  was 
formed  by  Marquis  Saionji.  A  famine  has  caused  great  distress  in  some  dis- 
tricts, particularly  in  the  north,  and  contributions  of  food  and  money  have 
been  forwarded  from  foreign  countries.  On  March  16  a  bill  for  the  nation- 
alization of  all  railways  in  private  hands  passed  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  cost  is  estimated  at  1250,000,000.  The  price  paid  is  to  be 
twenty  times  the  average  yearly  profits  of  the  three  years  preceding  the  be- 
gining  of  the  war. — It  was  announced  in  March  that  the  Egyptian  revenue 
for  1905  was  ;£ 1 4, 8 1 3, 346,  that  the  surplus  was  ;£2,688,524  and  that  the 
debt  had  been  reduced  by  ;£4, 79 1,460. — The  new  railway  between  Fort 
Sudan  and  Berber  was  inaugurated  on  January  27  by  Lord  Cromar,  who 
announced  other  important  works  for  the  opening  up  of  the  Sudan.  In 
February  an  uprising  took  place  at  Sokoto  and  several  Englishmen  and 
native  troops  were  killed.  A  punitive  expedition  in  March  defeated  the 
rebels  with  great  slaughter. — ^A  native  uprising  broke  out  in  Natal  on  Febru- 
ary 8.  After  some  fighting  several  of  the  ringleaders  were  captured  and 
were  condemned  to  death,  but  before  they  were  executed  the  home  govern- 
ment interfered  and  ordered  that  their  execution  be  postponed  until  an  in- 
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vestigation  had  been  made.  As  a  protest  against  this  interference,  the 
Natal  cabinet  resigned  ;  the  home  government  then  withdrew  its  objections, 
and  the  cabinet  once  more  took  office.  The  revolt  has  not  yet  been  en- 
tirely put  down. — Soon  after  the  Liberal  ministry  came  into  power  in  Eng- 
land Lord  Elgin,  the  colonial  secretary,  ordered  a  suspension  of  the  intro- 
duction of  Chinese  for  labor  in  the  mines  of  th^  Transvaal  until  the  people 
of  the  colony  should  decide  the  question  for  themselves.  Not  long  afterward 
it  was  announced  that  the  colony  was  to  be  granted  responsible  govern- 
ment. This  policy  on  the  part  of  the  home  government  caused  much  re- 
joicing among  the  Boers,  but  aroused  much  apprehension  and  antagonism 
among  the  mine  owners.  The  South  African  compensation  committee  has 
completed  its  work  of  examining  into  the  claims  for  losses  sustained  in  the 
Boer  war  and  has  awarded  the  sum  of  $47,500,000  for  the  settlement  of 
these  claims. — The  revolt  of  the  Hereroci  in  German  Southwest  Africa 
still  continues.  The  Germans  have  gained  some  minor  successes  but  have 
been  unable  to  capture  all  the  rebels.  By  March  19  the  cost  of  the  war  was 
about  1150,000,000. 

Paul  L.  Haworth. 
Columbia  UNrvERsrry. 
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Botsford,  Ph.D.,  Adjnnct  Professor  of  History.  V.  G.  SimkhoTitch,  Ph.D., 
Adjnnct  Professor  of  Economic  History.  B.  T.  Derine,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  Social 
Economy.  A.  S.  Johnson,  Ph.D.,  Adjnnct  Professor  of  Economics.  C.  A.  Beard, 
Ph.D.,  Lectnrer  in  History.    G.  J.  Bayles,  Ph.D.,  Lecturer  in  Sodolpgy. 

SCHEME  OF  INSTRUCTION 
<}ROnP  I.    mSTORT  AND  POLITICAL  PHILOSOPHT. 
SuBjKCr  A.     Ancient  and  Oriental  History,  nine  courses. 
Subject  B.    Mediaeval  History,  six  courses. 
SuBjKcr  C.    Modem  European  History,  seven  courses. 
Subject  D.    American  History,  eleven  courses. 
Subject  E.     Political  Philosophy,  three  courses. 

CROUP  n.    PUBLIC  LAW  AND  COMPARATIVE  JURISPRUDENCE. 
Subject  A.     Constitutional  Law,  four  courses. 
Subject  B.    International  Law,  four  courses. 
Subject  C    Administrative  Law,  seven  courses. 
Subject  D.     Roman  Law  and  Comparative  Jurisprudence,  seven  courses. 

<?ROUP  m.    ECONOMICS  AND  SOCIAL  SCIENCE. 

Subject  A.     Political  Economy  and  Finance,  twenty  courses. 
Subject  B.    Sociology  and  Statistics,  seven  courses. 
Subject  C.    Social  Economy,  seven  courses. 


Most  of  the  courses  consist  chiefly  of  lectures ;  a  smaller  number  take  the  form  of 
research  under  the  direction  of  a  professor.  In  each  subject  is  held  at  least  one  seminar 
for  the  training  of  candidates  for  the  higher  degrees.  The  degrees  of  A.M.  and 
Ph.D.  are  given  to  students  who  fulnl  the  requirements  prescribed  by  the  University 
CounciL  (For  particulars,  see  Columbia  University  Bulletins  of  Information,  Faculty 
of  Political  Science.)  Any  person  not  a  candidate  for  a  degree  may  attend  any  of 
the  courses  at  nay  time  by  payment  of  a  proportional  fee.  Four  or  five  University 
fellowshipi  of  I650  each,  the  Schiff  fellowship  of  ^600,  the  Curtis  fellowship 
of  $600,  the  Garth  fellowship  in  Political  Economy  of  I650,  and  University 
scholarshipsof  ^I50each  areavrarded  to  applicants  who  give  evidence  of  special 
fitness  to  pursue  advanced  studies.  Several  prizes  of  from  I50  to  ^250  are  awarded. 
The  library  contains  about  360,000  volumes  and  students  have  access  to  other 
great  collections  in  the  city. 


in  tht  €itJi  0f  S^jew  ^rli 

The  University  includes  the  following : 

Columbia  College,  founded  in  1754,  and  Bamaid  CoUe^ey  founded  in 
1889,  offering  to  men  and  women,  respectively,  programmes  of  study 
which  may  be  begun  either  in  September  or  February  and  which  lead 
normally  m  from  three  to  four  years  to  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Science.  The  programme  of  study  in  Columbia 
College  makes  it  possible  for  a  well  qualified  student  to  satisfy  the  re- 
quirements  for  both  the  bachelor's  degree  in  arts  or  science  and  a  pro- 
fessional degree  in  law,  medicine,  technology  or  education  in  six,  five 
and  a  half  or  five  years  as  the  case  may  be. 

The  Faculties  of  Political  Science,  Pbilosophy  and  Pore  Sdeiice, 
offering  advanced  programmes  of  study  and  investigation  leading  to  the 
degrees  of  Master  of  Arts  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy. 

The  professional  schools  of 
Law,  established  in  1858,  offering  courses  of  three  years  leading  to  the 

degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
Medicine.     The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  established  in 
1807,  offering  four-year  courses  leading  to  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine. 
Minesy  founded  in  1863,  offering  courses  of  four  years  leading  to  de- 
grees in  Mining  Engineering  and  in  Metallurgy. 
Chemistry  and  Engineering,  set  apart  from  School  of  Mines  in  1896, 
offering  four-year  courses  leading  to  degrees  in  Chemistry  and 
in  Civil,  Electrical,  Mechanical  and  Chemical  Engineering. 
Teachers  College,  founded  in  1888,  offering  programmes  of  study  each 
of  two  years  leading  to  professional  diplomas  and  degrees  in  ele- 
mentary or  secondary  teaching  or  some  branch  thereof,  and 
advanced  programmes  leading  to  the  Master's  and  Doctor's 
diplomas  in  Education. 
Fine  Arts,  offering  a  programme  of  indeterminate  length  leading  to  a 
certificate  or  a  degree  in  Architecture,  and  a  programme  in 
Music,  for  which  suitable  academic  recognition  will  be  given. 
Pharmacy.     The  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy,  founded  in  1831, 
cffering  courses  of  two  and  three  years  leading  to  appropriate 
certifi  ates  and  degrees. 
In  the  Summer  Session  ihe  University  offers  courses  giving  both 
general  and  professional  training  which  may  be  taken  either  with  or 
without  regard  to  an  academic  degree  or  diploma. 

Through  its  system  of  Extension  Teaching  the  University  offers 
many  courses  of  study  to  persons  unable  otherwise  to  receive  academic 
training. 

In  September,  1905,  two  Residence  Halls  were  opened  with  accom- 
modations for  five  hundred  men.  There  are  also  residence  halls  for 
women. 

The  price  of  the  University  Catalogue  is  twenty  five  cents  post- 
paid. Detailed  information  regarding  the  vork  in  any  department 
will  be  furnished  without  charge  upon  application  to  the  Secretary  of 
Columbia  Uriversity^  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Studies  in  History,  Economics  and  Public  Law 

E4it«4kytlie 

Faculty  of  Political  Science  of  Colambia  University 


VOLUME  1. 1881-2.    2ncL  Ed..  1887.    386  pp.    Price.  $3.00. 

I.  Th«  DiTorce  Problem.    A  Study  in  Statistics. 

By  Waltbk  F.  Willcox,  Ph.D.    Price,  75  cents, 
a.  The  History  of  Tariff  Administration  in  the  United  States,  from  Colonial 
Times  to  the  McKinley  Administrative  Bill. 

By  John  Dean  Goss,  Ph.D.    Price,  $1.00. 

3.  History  of  Mnnicipal  Land  Ownership  on  Manhattan  Island. 

By  George  Ashton  Black,  Ph.D.    Price,  fi.oa. 

4.  Financial  History  of  Massachusetts. 

By  Chaeles  H.  J.  Douglas,  Ph.D.    {Not  sold  separately^ 

VOLUME  n,  1882-83.    503  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

s.  The  Economics  of  the  Russian  Village. 

By  Isaac  A.  Hourwich,  Ph.D.    (Out  o/print,y 

%.  Bankruptcy.    A  Study  in  Comparative  Legislation. 

By  Samuel  W.  Dunscomb,  Jr.,  Ph.D.    Price,  fi.oa. 

3.  Special  Assessments :  A  Study  in  Municipal  Finance. 

By  Victor  Rosewater,  Ph.D.    Second  Edition,  1898.    Price,  $1.00. 

VOLUME  m,  1883.    465  pp.    Price,  $3  00. 

I.  ^History  of  Elections  in  the  American  Colonies. 

By  Cortland  F.  Bishop,  Ph.D.    Price,  I1.50. 

a.  The  Commercial  Policy  of  England  toward  the  American  Colonies. 

By  George  L.  Beer,  A.M.     Price,  I1.50.     {Not  sold  stparatelv^) 

VOLUME  IV.  1883-84.    438  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

1.  Financial  History  of  Virginia.      By  William  Z.  Ripley,  Ph.D.    Price,  |i.oo. 
a.  The  Inheritance  Tax.  By  Max  West,  Ph.D.    {Not  sold  separately.) 

3.  History  of  Taxation  in  Vermont. 

By  Frederick  A.  Wood,  Ph.D."     Price,  ^i.oo.     (Not  sold  separately,) 

V0LX7ME  V,  1885-86.    488  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

I.  Douhle  Taxation  in  the  United  States. 

By  FRANCIS  Walker,  Ph.D.    Price,  |i.oo. 

a.  The  Separation  of  Governmental  Powers. 

By  William  Bondy,  LL,B.,  Ph.D.    Price,  #1.00. 

3«  Mff"ic*p*^  Government  in  Michigan  and  Ohio. 

By  Dblos  F.  Wilcox,  Ph.D.    Price,  #i.oa 

VOLUME  VI,  1886.    601  pp.    Price,  $4.00. 

History  of  Proprietary  Government  in  Pennsylvania. 

By  William  Robert  Shepherd,  Ph.D.     Price,  ^.00;  bound,  t\jp^ 


V0L17ME  yn,  1896,    &12  pp.    Price,  $3.00* 

19  Traciitioa  from  ProviikcUl  t&  Coninii>iiwe«lUL  Gorvrmnexit  la 

on  the  Stock  and  Produce  Excha&fee  of  tlie  Uoited  Statet. 

By  H£^csY  Chossy  Em^v»  l^,D.    Prke»  $^*3/^ 

VOLUME  Vni,1896-9a    951pp.    Prf0e,t3.5O. 

fie  between  Preiidetit  JohiLKiii  AQd  Congress  over  Eeoonatnietiaiu 

j^  By  CHARLts  EknesjT  Chad^ev^  Ph.D.     P*r!ce,  |i.oa 

'entTAliiin^  Teodenciei  in  State  Edocatioii^  Administratioii, 

By  William  Clarence  WtBSTiiJt,  Pb.D-     Price,  75  cent^ 

Abolition  of  Pri^i^teeting  iJid  the  PecUratloo  of  FArb. 

By  Francis  E,  Stark,  LUB.,  Ph.D.     Price,  $txx>. 

Public  Adjnlobttitloa  in  Massac Kiiisettft,     The  SelaUoe  of  Ceotral  to  Local 

Activity .  By  KuBK-iir  1Iarv£Y  Whitten,  rb,D.     Price*  J  1,0a 

VOLUME  IX,  1897  9a         '  pp.    Price,  $3,50- 

*£ngUsli  Locil  GoT^emmfnt  of  To-day.    A  Stody  of  the  fielationa  of  Cestxal 
and  Local  Goreroment        By  Utuo  Roy  Maltbie,  Ph.D,     Price, {2.00* 
German  Wage  Theories.    A  History  of  their  Development. 

By  Jam £3  \\\  Croojc,  Ph.D.    Price,  ^i.oa 

ho  Centralization  of  Administration  in  Ef ew  York  State, 

By  John  A&cu  bald  FAtiLLta,  Pli>D,    Price,  f  1.00. 

VOLUME  X,  1898-99.    500  pp.    Price.  $3.00. 

X.  Sympathetic  Strikes  and  Sympathetic  Lockouts. 

By  Fred  S.  Hall,  Ph.D.     Price,  |i.oo. 
a.  ^ Rhode Jsland  and  the  Formation  of  the  Union. 

hy  Frank  Greene  Bates,  Ph.D.     Price,  I1.50. 
3.  Centralized  Administration  of  Liquor  Laws  in  the  American  Common- 
wealths. By  Clement  Moore  Lacey  Sites,  Ph.D.     Price  ^i.oo. 

VOLUME  XI,  1899.    495  pp.    Price,  $3.50. 

The  Growth  of  Cities.  By  Adna  Ferrin  Wkbkr,  Ph.D. 

VOLUME  Xn,  1899-1900.    586  pp.    Price,  $3.50. 

X.  History  and  Functions  of  Central  Labor  Unions. 

By  William  Maxwell  Burke,  Ph.D.     Price,  |i.oa 

^.  Colonial  Immigration  Laws. 

By  Edward  Emberson  Proper,  A.M.    Price,  75  cents. 

3.  History  of  Military  Pension  Legislation  in  the  United  States. 

By  William  Henry  Glasson,  Ph.D.     Price,  |i.oo. 

4.  History  of  the  Theory  of  Sovereignty  since  Rousseau. 

By  Charles  E.  Merriam,  Jr.,  Ph.D.     Price,  I1.50. 


V0LX7ME  Xm,  190L  ,570  pp.    Priee.  $3.50. 

I.  The  Legal  Property  Relations  of  Married  Parties. 

By  IsiDOR  LoBB,  Ph.D.  Price,  f  1.50. 
a.  Political  Natiriam  in  New  York  State. 

By  Louis  Dow  Scisco,  Ph.D.  Price,  $2A30. 
J.  The  Reconstmction  of  Georgia. 

By  Edwin  C.  Woolley,  Ph.D.  Price,  |i.oa 

VOLUME  ZIV.  1901-1902.    576  pp.    Price.  $3.50. 

I.  Loyalism  in  New  York  daring  the  American  Reyolntion. 

By  Alexander  Clarence  Flick,  Ph.D.    Price,  |2.oa 

a.  The  Economic  Theory  of  Risk  and  Insurance. 

By  Allan  H.  Willett,  Ph.D.    Price,  #i.5a 

J.  The  Eastern  Question :  A  Study  in  IMplomacy. 

By  Stephen  P.  H.  Duggan,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  1.50. 

VOLUME  ZV,  1902.    427  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

Crime  in  its  Relations  to  Social  Progress. 

By  Arthur  Cleveland  Hall,  Ph.D. 

VOLUME  XVI,  1902-1903.    547  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

I.  The  Past  and  Present  of  Commerce  in  Japan. 

By  Yetaro  Kinosita,  Ph.D.    Price,  11.5a 

a.  The  Employment  of  Women  in  the  Clothing  Trade. 

By  Mabel  Hurd  Willett,  Ph.D.    Price,  $1.50. 

J.  The  Centralization  of  Administration  in  Ohio. 

By  Samuel  P.  Orth,  Ph.D.    Price,  fi.sa 

VOLUME  ZVn,  1903.    635  pp.    Price,  $3.50. 

I.  ^Centralizing  Tendencies  in  the  Administration  of  Indiana. 

By  William  A.  Rawles,  Ph.D.     Price,  I2.50. 
a.  Principles  of  Justice  in  Taxation. 

By  Stephen  F.  Weston,  Ph.D.     Price,  $2.00. 

VOLUME  XVm,    1903.    753  pp.    Price,  $4.00. 

I.  The  Administration  of  Iowa. 

By  Harold  Martin  Bowman,  Ph.D.  Price,  I1.50. 
a.  Target  and  the  Six  Edicts.  By  Robert  P.  Shepherd,  Ph.D.  Price,  I1.50. 
3.  Hanover  and  Prussia,  1 795-1 803. 

By  Guy  Stanton  Ford,  Ph.D.    Price,  I2.00. 

VOLUME  XIX,  1903-1905.    588  pp.    Price,  $3.50. 

I.  Josiah  Tucker,  Economist. 

By  Walter  Ernest  Clark,  Ph.D.     Price,  ^1.50. 

a.  History  and  Criticism  of  the  Labor  Theory  of  Value  in  English  Political 
Economy. 

By  Albert  C.  Whitaker,  Ph.D.    Price,  11.5a 
3.  Trade  Unions  and  the  Law  in  New  York. 

.  By  George  Gorham  Groat,  Ph.D.    Price,  |i.oo. 


VOLTTHE  ZZ.  1904.   614  pp.    Friee,$3.(W. 

I.  The  Office  of  Joftioe  of  the  Peace  in  England. 

By  Charles  Austin  Beard,  Ph.D.    Price,  #1.50. 

a.  A  History  of  Military  Goyemment  in  Newly  Acquired  Territory  of  the 

United  States.  By  David  Y.  Thomas,  PI1.D.    Price,  $2.00. 

VOLUME  ZXI,  1904.    746  pp.    Fzice.$4.00. 

s.  ^Treaties,  their  Making  and  Enforcement. 

By  Samuel  B.  Crandall,  Ph.D.    Price  fi-Sa 

a.  The  Sociology  of  a  New  York  City  Block. 

By  Thomas  Jesse  Jones,  Ph.D.    Price,  #1.00. 
3.  Pre-Malthnsian  Doctrines  of  Population. 

By  Charles  £.  Stangeland,  Ph.D.    Price,  $2,y>» 

VOLUME  XXTT,  1905.    520  pp.   Price,  $3.00. 

The  Historical  Deyelopment  of  the  Poor  Law  of  Connecticnt. 

By  Edward  W.  Capen,  Ph.D 

VOLUME  XXIil,  1905.    594 pp.    Price,  $3.50. 

I.  The  Economics  of  Land  Tenure  in  Georgia. 

By  Enoch  Marvin  Banks,  Ph.D.     Price,  |i.oo. 

a.  Mistake  in  Contract.    A  Study  in  Comparative  Jnrispmdence. 

By  Edwin  C.  McKeag,  Ph.D.    Price,  |i.oo. 

3.  Combination  in  the  Mining  Industry. 

By  Henry  R.  Mussey,  Ph.D.    Price,  |i.oo. 

4.  The  English  Craft  Gilds  and  the  Government. 

By  Stella  Kramer,  Ph.D.    Price,  |i.oa 

VOLUME  XZIV,  1905.    521  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

I.  The  Place  of  Magic  in  the  Intellectual  History  of  Europe. 

By  Lynn  Thorndike,   Ph.D.     Price,  75  cents. 

a.  The  Ecclesiastical  Edicts  of  the  Theodosian  Code. 

By  William  K.  Boyd,  Ph.D.     Price,  75  cents. 

3.  *The  International  Position  of  Japan  as  a  Great  Power. 

By  Seiji  G.  Hishida,  Ph.D.     Price,  $2.00. 


The  price  for  each  volume  is  for  the  set  of  monographs  in  paper.  Each  volume, 
08  well  as  the  separate  monographs  marked*,  can  be  supplied  in  cloth  bound  copies, 
for  50c.  additional. 

The  set  of  twenty -four  volumes  (except  that  Vol.  If  can  be  supplied 

only  In  unbound  nos.  a  and  3)  is  offered  bound  for  $75. 

Volumes  I,  III  and  IV  can  now  be  supplied  only  In 

connection  with  complete  sets. 


For  farther  infonnation,  apply  to 

Prof.  EDWIN  R.  A.  SELiQMAN,  Columbia  University, 

or  to  the  MACMILLAN  COMPANY,  New  York. 

London :  P.  5.  KING  &  SON,  Orchard  House,  Westminster. 


SELECTIONS  AND  DOCUMENTS 
IN  ECONOMICS 

Edited  by  ProliesMr  WILLIAM  Z.  RIPLEY  of  Harvard  University 


Mn  application  of  the  case  system  of  the  law 
schools  to  the  teaching  of  economics 


TRUSTS.  POOLS.  AND  CORPORATIONS 

EdiUd,  with  an  Introduction,  by  WILLIAM  Z.  RIPLEY.  Professor  of 
Economics  in  Harvard  University 

A  collection  of  important  documents  by  economic  and  l^al  specialists, 
dealii^  with  the  greatest  problem  in  domestic  politics  now  before  the  country. 


TRADE  UNIONISM  AND  LABOR  PROBLEMS 

Edited,  with  an  Introduction,  by  JOHN  R.  COMMONS,  Professor  of  Political 
Economy  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin 

This  book  docs  for  the  problems  of  labor  what  Ripley's  "Trusts,  Pools, 
and  Corporations"  does  for  the  problems  of  capital.  The  entire  field  of  labor 
is  thus  covered  by  a  series  of  actual  cases  with  the  attendant  circumstances. 


SOCIOLOGY  AND  SOCIAL  PROGRESS 

By  THOMAS  N.  CARVER,  Professor  of  Political  Economy  in  Harvard  Univ'y 


SELECTED  READINGS  IN  PUBLIC  FINANCE 

By  CHARLES  J.  BULLOCK,  Asst.  Prof,  of  Economics  in  Harvard  University 

GINN  &  COMPANY  Publishers 

Boston  New  York         Chicago  London 

Atlanta  Dallas  San  Francisco        Columbus 


The  Jotirnal  of  Political  Economy 

Announcement  to 

9ut  foxciQn  an&  Bmetican  Sulxdctibete 
Xfbtarian6 

To  be  J6COnomfBt0  Annual 

Issued  ascn  Of  BlTaftd  Subscription 

Monthly  ConttibUtOt0  $300 

^outnalfdte 
publidbete 

A  HONTHLT  JOUBHAL  OF  POLITICAL  BOONOHT  SMbSCIIbtrS 

B^nnin^  with  Volume  XIV.  Tanuary,  1906,  Thb  Journal  of  Political  Economy 
will  be  issued  as  a  MONTHLY  in  ten  numbers  a  year,  becoming  the  only  American 
scientific  econcnnic  journal  published  monthly.    The  support  which  has  been  accorded 
the  Journal  during  its  thirteen  ^ears  of  publication  warrants  the  editors'  confidence 
at  this  time  in  assuming  the  additional  expense  involved  in  monthly  publication. 

SMbsciiben 

SUBSCRIPTION  TO  BEKAIM  $8.00  EibfiriaBf 

While  publication  monthlv  inTolves  increased  expeixliture,  it  is  nevertheless  proposed 
to  make  no  increase  in  the  subscription  price  of  the  Journal,  which  will  remain  A3.00, 
the  price  of  separate  numbers  being  fixed  at  35  cents.    As  issues  are  strictly  limited  in 
number,  the  editors  cannot  insure  libraries,  which  do  not  subscrilie  at  once,  complete 
files.    To  obtain  their  subscriptions  at  this  time  and  av<Md  embarrassment  in  the  future, 
special  offers  are  made  to  libraries.    Address  below  for  details. 

El»rariaai 

AM  EMLABOBMBMT  IN  SCOPB  ECOBOTIliSt 

In  the  form  of  a  MONTHLY,  it  is  believed,  the  Journal  can  render  greater  service 
than  is  possible  through  quarteriy  issues,  especially  in  the  prompt  mention  and  review 
of  current  literature.    The  Book  Review  Department  will  be  made  exhaustive,  covering 
in  its  reviews  and  publication  lists  the  whole  field  of  economic  writing. 

Ccoaomiiti 

A  PRACTICAL  JOUBNAL  »€«  O!  HlfalW 

Thb  Journal  of  Political  Economy  has  been  since  its  establidiment  especially 
devoted  to  the  discussion  of  practical  economic  problems.    In  this  field  of  practical 
economics  it  has  been  without  competitors .    while  its  pages  are  not  closed  to  theorectical 
contributions  of  value,  its  practical  character  will  be  consistcntiy  maintained  as  a 
MONTHLY. 

mea  of  jmairs 

AN  A88OCIATB  BOABD  OF  BDIT0B8  COitllMltOrS 

To  insure  absolute  Catholicism  in  editorial  policy,  and  to  widen  the  scope  of  interest, 
an  Advisory  Board  of  Editors,  composed  of  eminent  American  and  foreign  scholars, 
editors,  statesmen,  and  citizens,  nas  been  organised  to  cooperate  wim  the  Faculty  of 
PoUuod  Economy  at  the  University  of  Chioigo. 

eoatrilmtort 

TIHELINBSS IN8UBBD  SOUnUlliftS 

The  issue  of  the  Journal  MONTHLY  insures  timeliness  in  the  scientific  discussion  of 
current  economic  problems. 

JOBinalists 

A  MONTHLY  BBVIBW  OF  CUBBBNT  BCONOMIC  UTBBATUBB  Publishers 
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ECONOMIC  WASTES  IN  TRANSPORTATION 

THE  vast  extent  of  the  United  States,  the  necessity  of 
transporting  commodities  great  distances  at  low  cost 
and  the  progressivcness  of  railway  managers  has  led  to 
an  extraordinary  development  of  one  phase  of  rate  making.  This 
is  the  principle  of  the  flat  rate,  based  upon  the  theory  that  dis- 
tance is  a  quite  subordinate  if  not  indeed  entirely  negligible 
element  in  the  construction  of  freight  tariffs  under  circumstances 
of  competition.  Albert  Fink  fully  accepted  this  principle  in  his 
classic  7?^/^r/  upon  the  Adjustment  of  Railroad  Transportation 
Rates  to  the  Seaboard  almost  twenty-five  years  ago.'  Mr.  J.  C. 
StubbSy  traflSc  manager  of  the  Harriman  lines,  speaking  of 
transcontinental  business  in  1898,  clearly  expressed  it  as  "the 
traditional  policy  of  the  American  lines  as  between  themselves  to 
recognize  and  to  practice  equality  of  rates  as  the  only  reasonable 
and  just  rule  .  .  .  regardless  of  the  characteristics  of  their  re- 
spective lines,  whether  equal  in  length  or  widely  different  .  .  .'*  •. 
Professor  H.  R.  Meyer,  formerly  of  the  University  of  Chi- 
cagOy  both  in  his  testimony  before  the  Elkins  Committee  ^  and 
in  his  Government  Regulation  of  Rail-way  Rates,  is  the  most 
prominent  academic  exponent  of  this  principle.  It  is  the  theory 
upon  which  the  Southern  basing-point  system  is  founded ;  and 
it  IS  the  common  practice  in  making  rates  into  and  out  of  New 

»P.  41. 

■Question  of  Canadian -Pacific  Freight  Differentials,  Hearings,  etc.,  Oct.  X2,  1898, 
p.  118.     Cf,  quotation  on  p.  391  infra, 
'Vol.  ii,  pp.  1552  ^/j^^. 
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England — being  in  fact  vital  to  the  continued  prosperity  of  this 
out-of-the-way  territory.  President  Tuttle  of  the  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad  has  most  ably  supported  this  principle  of  equal- 
ity of  rates  irrespective  of  distance.  "  It  is  a  duty  of  transpor- 
tation companies,"  he  says, 

to  so  adjust  their  freight  tariffs  that,  regardless  of  distance,  producers 
and  consumers  in  every  part  of  this  country  shall,  to  the  fullest  extent 
possible,  have  equal  access  to  the  markets  of  all  parts  of  this  country 
and  of  the  world,  a  result  wholly  impossible  of  attainment  if  freight 
rates  must  be  constructed  upon  the  scientific  principle  of  tons  and 
miles*  .  .  . 

This  is  the  principle  of  the  blanket  rate  attacked  in  the 
famous  Milk  Producers'  Protective  Association  case  in  1897, 
and  it  is  the  practice  which  has  been  so  fully  discussed  of  late, 
as  generally  applied  to  lumber  rates  from  the  various  forest 
regions  of  the  United  States  into  the  treeless  tract  of  the  Middle 
West.^  The  principle,  while  applied  thus  generally  in  the  con- 
struction of  tariffs,  is  of  far  greater  applicability  in  the  making 
of  special  or  commodity  rates.  Under  such  rates  probably 
three-fourths  of  the  tonnage  of  American  railways  is  at  present 
moved.  The  essential  principle  of  such  special  rates,  constitut- 
ing exceptions  to  the  classified  tariffs,  is  that  of  the  flat  rate ; 
namely,  a  rate  fixed  in  accordance  with  what  the  traffic  will 
bear,  without  regard  to  the  element  of  distance. 

Such  general  acceptance,  both  in  practice  and  theory,  of  the 
principle  that  distance  is  a  relatively  unimportant  element  in 
rate  making  is  significant  at  this  time,  in  connection  with  the 
recent  amendment  of  the  Act  to  Regulate  Commerce.  It  is  im- 
portant also  because  of  the  marked  tendency  toward  the  adoption 
by  various  state  legislatures  of  the  extreme  opposite  principle  of 
a  rigid  distance  tariff.  The  old  problem  of  effecting  a  com- 
promise between  these  two  extreme  theories  by  some  form  of 
long  and  short  haul  clause — the  original  section  4  of  the  act  of 
1887  having  been   emasculated   by  judicial  interpretation — is 

*  Int.  Com.  Com.,  In  re  Rates  on  Import  and  Domestic  Traffic,  Feb.  28, 1903,  p.  7. 
•Elkins  Committee,  vol.  iii,  pp.  2189-91. 
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again  brought  to  the  front.  For  these  reasons  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  consider  certain  results  which  inevitably  follow  the 
widespread  acceptance  of  this  principle  of  the  blanket  rate.  Its 
benefits  are  indeed  certain ;  namely,  an  enlargement  of  the  field 
of  competition,  and  an  equalization  of  prices  over  large  areas, 
and  that  too  at  the  level  of  the  lowest  or  most  efficient  produc- 
tion. But  these  advantages  entail  certain  consequences — of 
minor  importance,  perhaps,  but  none  the  less  deserving  of 
notice. 

I 

The  subordination  of  distance  to  other  factors  in  rate  making 
is  a  logical  derivation  from  the  theory  of  joint  cost.  This 
theory  justifies  the  classification  of  freight;  namely,  a  wide 
range  of  rates  nicely  adjusted  to  what  the  traffic  in  each  par- 
ticular commodity  will  bear,  while  always  allowing  each  to  con- 
tribute something  toward  fixed  and  joint  expenses.  In  the 
same  way  it  explains  a  close  correlation  of  the  distance  charge 
to  what  each  commodity  will  bear.  It  assumes  that  any  rate, 
however  low,  which  will  yield  a  surplus  over  expenses  directly 
incidental  to  the  increment  of  traffic  and  which  thus  contributes 
something  toward  indivisible  joint  costs,  serves  not  only  the 
carrier  by  increasing  his  gross  revenue,  but  at  the  same  time 
lightens  the  burden  of  fixed  expenses  upon  the  balance  of  the 
traffic.  This  principle  of  joint  cost,  so  clearly  set  forth  by  Pro- 
fessor Taussig,'  is  fundamental  and  comprehensive.  It  per- 
vades every  detail  of  rate  making.  But  it  rests  upon  two  basic 
assumptions  which,  while  generally  valid,  are  not  universally  so. 
In  the  first  place  each  increment  of  traffic  must  be  new  business, 
not  tonnage  wrested  from  another  carrier  and  offset  by  a  loss 
of  other  business  to  that  competitor.  And  secondly,  each 
increment  of  traffic  must  be  economically  suitable  to  the  par- 
ticular carriage  in  contemplation. 

The  first  of  these  assumptions  fails  wherever  two  carriers 
mutually  invade  each  other's  fields  or  traffic.  Each  is  accept- 
ing business  at  a  virtual  loss,  all  costs  including  fixed  charges 
on  capital  being  taken  into  account,  in  order  to  secure  the  in- 

'  Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics y  vol.  v,  p.  438. 
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crement  of  business.  Each  gain  is  offset  by  a  corresponding 
loss.  It  is  the  familiar  case  of  the  rate  war.  A  less  familiar 
aspect  of  the  matter  is  presented  when  traffic  is  disadvantageously 
carried  by  two  competing  roads,  each  diverting  business  from  its 
natural  course  over  the  other's  line.  The  sum  total  of  traffic  is 
not  increased.  Each  carries  only  as  much  as  before  but  trans- 
ports its  quota  at  an  abnormal  cost  to  itself.  This  may,  perhaps^ 
swell  gross  revenues ;  but  by  no  process  of  legerdemain  can  the 
two  losses  in  operating  cost  produce  a  gain  of  net  revenue  to 
both.  And  each  increase  of  unnatural  tonnage,  where  offset  by  a 
loss  of  natural  business,  instead  of  serving  to  lighten  the  com- 
mon fixed  charges,  becomes  a  dead  weight  upon  all  the  remain- 
ing traffic.  The  commonest  exemplification  of  this  is  found  in 
the  circuitous  transportation  of  goods,  instances  of  which  will 
be  given  later. 

The  second  case  in  which  the  principle  of  joint  cost  fails  to 
justify  charges  fixed  according  to  what  the  traffic  will  bear  may 
arise  in  the  invasion  of  two  remote  markets  by  one  another ; 
or,  as  it  might  be  more  aptly  phrased,  in  the  overlapping  of  two 
distant  markets.  A  railroad  is  simultaneously  transporting 
goods  of  like  quality  in  opposite  directions.  Chicago  is  selling 
standard  hardware  in  New  York,  while  New  York  is  doing  the 
same  thing  in  Chicago.  Prices  are  the  same  in  both  markets. 
Of  course  if  the  two  grades  of  hardware  are  of  unequal  quality, 
or  if  they  are  like  goods  produced  at  different  cost,  an  entirely 
distinct  phase  of  territorial  competition  is  created.  But  we  are 
assuming  that  these  are  standard  goods  and  that  there  are  no 
such  differences  either  in  quality  or  efficiency  of  production. 
What  is  the  result?  Is  each  increment  of  business  to  the  rail- 
road a  gain  to  it  and  to  the  community?  The  goods  being 
produced  at  equal  cost  in  both  places,  the  transportation  charge 
must  be  deducted  from  profits.  For  it  is  obvious  that  the  sell- 
ing price  cannot  be  much  enhanced.  The  level  of  what  the 
traffic  will  bear  is  determined  not,  as  usual,  by  the  value  of  the 
goods  but  by  other  considerations.  The  traffic  will  bear  rela- 
tively little,  no  matter  how  high  its  grade. 

The  result  is  that  the  carrier,  in  order  to  secure  the  tonnage,, 
must  accept  it  at  a  very  low  rate,  despite  the  length  of  the  hauL 
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This  is  the  familiar  case  of  the  special  or  commodity  rate 
granted  to  build  up  business  in  a  distant  market.  Special  rates 
confessedly  form  three-fourths  of  the  tonnage  of  American  rail- 
ways, as  has  already  been  said.  The  assumption  is  usually 
made  that  such  traffic  is  a  gain  to  the  railways,  justified  on  the 
principle  of  joint  cost  as  already  explained.  But  does  it  really 
hold  good  in  our  hypothetical  case  ?  There  is  a  gain  of  traffic 
in  both  directions,  to  be  sure.  But  must  it  not  be  accepted  at 
so  low  a  rate  that  it  falls  perilously  near  the  actual  operating  cost? 
It  is  possible  that  even  here  it  may  add  something  to  the  carriers' 
revenue,  and  thereby  lighten  the  joint  costs  in  other  directions. 
But  how  about  the  community  and  the  shipping  producers? 
Are  any  more  goods  sold  ?  Perhaps  the  widened  market  may 
stimulate  competition,  unless  that  is  already  keen  enough  among 
local  producers  in  each  district  by  itself.  The  net  result  would 
seem  to  be  merely  that  the  railroads*  gain  is  the  shippers'  loss. 
There  is  no  addition  to,  but  merely  an  exchange  of,  place  values. 
Both  producers  are  doing  business  at  an  abnormal  distance 
under  mutually  disadvantageous  circumstances.  It  may  be  said, 
perhaps,  that  the  situation  will  soon  correct  itself.  If  the  freight 
rates  reduce  profits,  each  group  of  producers  will  tend  to  draw 
back  from  the  distant  field.  This  undoubtedly  happens  in  many 
cases.  But  the  influence  of  the  railway  is  antagonistic  to  such 
withdrawal.  It  is  the  railway's  business  to  widen,  not  to  restrict, 
the  area  of  markets.  "  The  more  they  scatter  the  better  it  is 
for  the  railroads."  **  Keep  everyone  in  business  everywhere." 
And  if  necessary  to  give  a  fillip  to  languishing  competition,  do 
so  by  a  concession  in  rates.  Is  there  not  danger  that  with  a 
host  of  eager  freight  solicitors  in  the  field,  and  equally  ambi- 
tious traffic  managers  in  command,  a  good  thing  may  be  over- 
done, to  the  disadvantage  of  the  railway,  the  shippers  and  the 
consuming  public  ? 

An  objection  to  this  chain  of  reasoning  arises  at  this  point. 
Why  need  the  public  or  other  shippers  be  concerned  about  the 
railways'  policy  in  this  regard?  Is  not  each  railway  the  best 
judge  for  itself  of  the  profitableness  of  long-distance  traffic? 
Will  it  not  roughly  assign  limits  to  its  own  activities  in  extend- 
ing business,  refusing  to  make  rates  lower  than  the  actual  inci- 


386  POLITICAL  SCIENCE  Q UARTERL  Y  [Vol.  XXI 

dental  cost  of  operation?  And  are  not  all  low  long-distance 
rates,  in  so  far  as  they  contribute  something  toirud  joint  cost^ 
an  aid  to  the  short  haul  traffic?  The  answer  will  in  a  measure 
depend  upon  our  choice  between  tuo  main  lines  of  policy:  the 
one  seeking  to  lower  average  rates,  even  at  the  expense  of  in- 
creasing divergence  between  the  intermediate  and  the  long-dis- 
tance points ;  the  other  policy  seeking,  not  so  much  lower  rates 
as  less  discriminatory  rates  between  near  and  distant  points.  In 
the  constant  pressure  for  reduced  rates  in  order  to  widen 
markets  it  is  not  unnatural  that  the  intermediate  points,  less 
competitive  probably,  should  be  made  to  contribute  an  undue 
share  to  the  fixed  sum  of  joint  costs.  The  common  complaint 
to-day  is  not  of  high  rates  but  of  relative  inequalities  as  between 
places.  It  is  a  truism  to  assert  that  it  matters  less  to  a  shipping 
point  what  rate  it  pays  than  that  its  rate,  however  high,  should 
be  the  same  for  all  competing  places.  This  immediately  forces 
us  to  consider  the  consumer.  What  is  the  effect  upon  the  gen- 
eral level  of  prices  of  the  American  policy  of  making  an  ex- 
tended market  the  touchstone  of  success,  irrespective  of  the 
danger  of  wastes  arising  from  overlapping  markets  ?  That  the 
result  may  be  a  general  tax  upon  production  is  a  conclusion 
with  which  we  shall  have  later  to  do.  Such  a  tax,  if  it  exists, 
would  go  far  to  offset  the  profit  which  unduly  low  freight  rates 
in  general  have  produced.  In  short,  the  problem  is  to  consider 
the  possible  net  cost  to  the  American  people  of  our  highly 
evolved  and  most  efficient  transportation  system.  Our  markets 
are  so  wide,  and  our  distances  so  vast,  that  the  problem  is 
a  peculiarly  American  one. 

II 

Having  stated  the  theory  of  these  economic  wastes,  we  may 
now  proceed  to  consider  them  as  they  arise  in  practice.  Con- 
crete illustration  of  the  effect  of  disregard  of  distance  naturally 
falls  into  two  distinct  groups.  Of  these  the  first  concerns  the 
circuitous  carriage  of  goods;  the  second,  their  transportation 
for  excessive  distances.  Both  alike  involve  economic  wastes, 
in  some  degree  perhaps  inevitable,  but  none  the  less  deserving 
of  evaluation.     And  both  practices,  even  if  defensible  at  times^ 
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are  exposed  to  constant  danger  of  excess.  It  will  be  conveni- 
ent also  to  differentiate  sharply  the  all-rail  carriage  from  the 
combined  rail  and  water  transportation.  For  as  between  rail- 
roads and  waterways  the  difference  in  cost  of  service  is  so  un- 
certain and  fluctuating  that  comparisons  on  the  basis  of  mere 
distance  have  little  value. 

Recent  instances  of  wasteful  and  circuitous  all-rail  transporta- 
tion are  abundant.  A  few  typical  ones  will  suffice  to  show  how 
common  the  evil  is.  President  Ramsay  of  the  Wabash  has 
testified  as  to  the  round-about  competition  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg  by  which 
sometimes  as  much  as  57  per  cent  of  traffic  between  those  two 
points  may  be  diverted  from  the  direct  route.  **They  haul 
freight  700  miles 'around  sometimes  to  meet  a  point  in  compe- 
tition 200  miles  away."'  Chicago  and  New  Orleans  are  912 
miles  apart,  and  about  equally  distant — 2500  miles — from  San 
Francisco.  The  traffic  manager  of  the  Illinois  Central  states 
that  that  company  *'  engages  in  San  Francisco  business  directly 
via  New  Orleans  from  the  Chicago  territory,  and  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  that  business,  and  we  engage  in  it  right  along."  • 
This  case  therefore  represents  a  superfluous  lateral  haul  of 
nearly  a  thousand  miles  between  two  points  2500  miles  apart. 
The  Canadian  Pacific  used  to  take  business  for  San  Francisco, 
all-rail,  from  points  as  far  south  as  Tennessee  and  Arkansas, 
diverting  it  from  the  direct  way  via  Kansas  City.3 

Goods  moving  in  the  opposite  direction  from  San  Francisco 
have  been  hauled  to  Omaha  by  way  of  Winnipeg,  journeying 
around  three  sides  of  a  rectangle  by  so  doing,  in  order  to  save 
five  or  six  cents  per  hundred  pounds.*  Between  New  York  and 
New  Orleans  nearly  one  hundred  all-rail  lines  may  compete  for 
business.     The  direct  route  being  1340  miles,  goods  may  be  car- 

*  Senate  (Elkins)  Committee  Report,  1905,  vol.  iii,  pp.  2152-3.  The  transverse 
Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pittsburg  seems  to  be  the  feeder  for  the  New  York  Central 
and  the  Reading. 

•  Ibid.  vol.  iv,  p.  2849. 

•Question  of  Canadian-Pacific  Differentials,  Hearings,  etCy  Oct.  12,  1898,  p.  115. 
Privately  printed.     Cf,  also  the  Sunset  Route,  ibid,  p.  116. 
*5ist  Congress,  1st  sess..  Sen.  Rep.  no.  847,  p.  176. 
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ried  2051  miles  via  Buffalo,  New  Haven  (Ind.),  St.  Louis  and 
Texarkana.*  A  generation  ago  conditions  were  even  worse,  the 
various  distances  by  competitive  routes  between  St.  Louis  and 
Atlanta  ranging  from  526  to  1855  miles.'  New  York  business 
for  the  West  was  often  carried  by  boat  to  the  mouth  of  the  Con- 
necticut river,  and  thence  by  rail  over  the  Central  Vermont  to  a 
connection  with  the  Grand  Trunk  for  Chicago.  To  be  moved 
at  the  outset  due  north  200  miles  from  New  York  on  a  journey 
to  a  point — Montgomery,  Ala. — south  of  southwest  seems 
wasteful ;  yet  the  New  York  Central  is  in  the  field  for  that  busi- 
ness.3  It  is  nearly  as  uneconomical  as  in  the  old  days  when 
freight  was  carried  from  Cincinnati  to  Atlanta  via  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio,  thence  down  by  rail  to  Augusta  and  back 
to  destination.*  Even  right  in  the  heart  of  eastern  trunk-line 
territory,  such  things  occur  in  recent  times.  The  Cincinnati, 
Hamilton  and  Dayton  prior  to  its  consolidation  with  the  Pere 
Marquette  divided  its  eastbound  tonnage  from  the  rich  territory 
about  Cincinnati  among  the  trunk  lines  naturally  tributary.  But 
no  sooner  was  it  consolidated  with  the  Michigan  road  than  its 
eastbound  freight  was  diverted  to  the  north — first  hauled  to 
Toledo,  Detroit  and  even  up  to  Port  Huron,  thence  moving 
east  and  around  Lake  Erie  to  Buffalo.'  In  the  Chicago  field 
similar  practices  occur.  Formerly  the  Northwestern  road  was 
charged  with  making  shipments  from  Chicago  to  Sioux  City  via 
St.  Paul.  This  required  a  carriage  of  670  miles  between  points 
only  536  miles  apart;  and  the  complaint  arose  that  the  round- 
about rate  was  cheaper  than  the  rate  by  the  direct  routes.  I 
am  privately  informed  that  the  Wisconsin  Central  at  present 
makes  rates  between  these  same  points  in  conjunction  with  the 
Great  Northern,  the  excess  distance  over  the  direct  route  being 
283  miles.     Complaints  before  the  Elkins  Committee '  are  not 

*  Pubs,  Amer,  Stat,  Ass,,  June,  1896,  p.  73. 
'Reports  Internal  Commerce,  1876,  pp.  54-9. 

'  Map  in  Brief  of  Ed.  Baxter,  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  in  the  Alabama  Midland  case. 

*Windom  Committee,  vol.  ii,  p.  795. 

»  New  York  Evening  Post,  Sept.  30,  1905. 

•  51st  Cong.,  1st  sess..  Sen.  Rep.  847,  p.  637. 
^  Elkins  Committee,  vol.  iii,  p.  1831. 
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widely  different  in  character.  Thus  it  appears  that  traffic  is 
hauled  from  Chicago  to  Des  Moines  by  way  of  Fort  Dodge  at 
lower  rates  than  it  is  carried  direct  by  the  Rock  Island  road, 
despite  the  fact  that  Fort  Dodge  is  80  miles  north  and  a  little 
west  of  Des  Moines.  The  Illinois  Central,  having  no  line  to 
Des  Moines,  pro-rates  with  the  Minneapolis  and  St.  Louis,  the 
two  forming  two  sides  of  a  triangular  haul.  An  interesting 
suggestion  of  the  volume  of  this  indirect  routing  is  afforded  by 
the  statistics  of  merchandise  shipped  between  American  points 
which  passes  through  Canada  in  bond.'  The  evidence  of 
economic  waste  is  conclusive. 

A  common  form  of  wastefulness  in  transportation  arises  when 
freight  from  a  point  intermediate  between  two  termini  is  hauled 
to  either  one  by  way  of  the  other.  Such  cases  are  scattered 
throughout  our  railroad  history.  One  of  the  delegates  to  the 
Illinois  Constitutional  Convention  of  1870  cites,  as  an  instance 
of  local  discrimination,  the  fact  that  lumber  from  Chicago  to 
Springfield,  111.,  could  be  shipped  more  cheaply  by  way  of  St. 
Louis  than  by  the  direct  route.'  And  now  a  generation  later,  it 
appears  that  grain  from  Cannon  Falls,  49  miles  south  of  St.  Paul 
on  the  direct  line  to  Chicago,  destined  for  Louisville,  Ky.,  can 
be  hauled  up  to  St.  Paul  on  local  rates  and  thence  on  a  through 
billing  to  destination,  back  over  the  same   rails,  considerably 

'Only  once  compiled  in  detail.     U.  S.  Treasury  Dept.,  Circular  no.  37,   1898. 

The  volume  of  traffic  by  tons  between  points  in  designated  states  by  way  of  Canada 

•was  as  follows : 

From  Illinois  to  California 11 ,800 

From  Illinois  to  New  Jersey 80,000 

From  Illinois  to  Pennsylvania    ...••• 123,000 

From  Kentucky  to  Pennsylvania x>oo5 

From  Kentucky  to  New  York 5i5i6 

From  Missouri  to  Pennsylvania 5,000 

From  Pennsylvania  to  Missouri 1 3*824 

From  New  York  to  Kentucky 3,357 

From  New  York  to  Missouri 12,869 

From  New  York  to  Tennessee 609 

From  Ohio  to  Pennsylvania 26,801 

From  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio 5i25i 

From  Ohio  to  New  York 211,657 

From  New  York  to  Ohio 55»243 

^Debates,  vol.ii,p.  1646,  cited  in  University  of  Illinois  Studies,  Mar.,  1904,  p.  21. 
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cheaper  than  by  sending  it  as  it  should  properly  go.'  The  Hep- 
burn Committee  reveals  shipments  from  Rochester,  N.  Y.  to  St. 
Louis,  Minneapolis  or  California,  all  rail,  on  a  combination  of 
local  rates  to  New  York  and  thence  to  destination.'  Presum- 
ably the  freight  was  hauled  300  miles  due  east  and  then  retraced 
the  same  distance ;  as  New  York  freight  for  southern  California  is 
today  hauled  to  San  Francisco  by  the  Southern  Pacific  and  then 
perhaps  300  miles  back  over  the  same  rails.  Even  if  the  rate 
must  be  based  on  a  combination  of  low  through  rates  and  higher 
local  rates,  it  seems  a  waste  of  energy  to  continue  the  five  or 
six  hundred  miles  extra  haul.  Yet  the  practice  is  common  in 
the  entire  Western  territory.  From  New  York  to  Salt  Lake  City 
by  way  of  San  Francisco  is  another  instance  in  point.3  Of 
course  a  short  haul  to  a  terminal  to  enable  through  trains  to  be 
made  up  presents  an  entirely  different  problem  of  cost  from  the 
abnormal  instances  above  mentioned.* 

Carriage  by  water  is  so  much  cheaper  and  as  compared  with 
land  transportation  is  subject  to  such  different  rate-governing 
principles,  that  it  deserves  separate  consideration.  Mere  dis- 
tance, as  has  already  been  said,  being  really  only  one  element 
in  the  determination  of  cost,  a  circuitous  water  route  may  in 
reality  be  more  economical  than  direct  carriage  overland.  Yet 
beyond  a  certain  point,  regard  being  paid  to  the  relative  cost  per 
mile  of  the  two  modes  of  transport,  water-borne  traffic  may  en- 
tail economic  wastes  not  incomparable  to  those  arising  in  land 
transportation.  In  international  trade,  entirely  confined  to 
vessel  carriage,  a  few  examples  will  suffice  for  illustration. 
Machinery  for  a  stamp  mill,  it  was  found,  could  be  shipped  from 
Chicago  to  San  Francisco  by  way  of  Shanghai,  China,  for 
fifteen  cents  per  hundred  weight  less  than  by  way  of  the 
economically  proper  route.     Were  the  goods  ever  really  sent 

^Elkins  Committee,  vol.  i,  pp.  32-34.     C/.  also  Cannon  Falls  Elevator  Co.  case,. 
decided  by  the  Int.  Com.  Com.,  Mar.  25,  1905. 
2  P.  2031. 

'Elkins  Committee,  1905,  vol.  ii,  p.  921. 
*Cullom  Committee,  vol.  ii,  p.  loi. 
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by  so  indirect  a  route?'  It  would  appear  so  when  wheat  may 
profitably  be  carried  from  San  Francisco  to  Watertown,  Mass., 
after  having  been  taken  to  Liverpool,  stored  there,  reshipped 
to  Boston,  thereafter  even  paying  the  charges  of  a  local  haul 
of  nearly  ten  miles;'  or  when  shipments  from  Liverpool  to  New 
York  may  be  made  via  Montreal  to  Chicago,  and  thence  back 
to  destination.3  I  am  credibly  informed  that  shipments  of  the 
American  Tobacco  Co.  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Japan  used 
commonly  to  go  via  Boston.  Denver  testimony  is  to  the  effect 
that  machinery,  made  in  Colorado,  shipped  to  Sydney, 
Australia,  can  be  transported  via  Chicago  for  one-half  the  rate 
for  the  direct  shipment ;  and  that  on  similar  goods  even  Kansas 
City  could  ship  by  the  carload  considerably  cheaper  by  the 
same  round-about  route.  Conversely  straw  matting  from  Yoko- 
hama to  Denver  direct  must  pay  $2.87  per  hundred  pounds; 
while  if  shipped  to  the  Missouri  river,  500  miles  east  of  Denver, 
and  then  back,  the  rate  is  only  $2.05.* 

As  a  domestic  problem,  water  carriage  confined  to  our  own 
territory  has  greater  significance  in  the  present  inquiry.  Purely 
coastwise  traffic  conditions  are  peculiar  and  in  the  United  States, 
as  a  rule,  concern  either  the  South  Atlantic  seaports  or  trans- 
continental business.  As  to  the  first  named  class,  the  volume 
and  importance  of  the  traffic  is  immense.  Its  character  may  be 
indicated  by  a  quotation  from  a  railroad  man. 

Now  a  great  deal  has  been  said,  chiefly  on  the  outside,  about  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  seeking  by  its  long,  circuitous  and  broken 
route  to  share  in  a  tonnage  as  against  more  direct  and  shorter  lines  all- 
rail,  and  I  propose  to  show  to  you  gentlemen  that  not  only  have  we  a 
precedent  on  which  to  claim  differentials,  many  of  them,  and  that  we 
also  have  numerous  precedents  to  show  that  there  are  numerous  broken, 
circuitous  water-and-rail  lines  operating  all  over  the  country  that  are 
longer  and  more  circuitous  than  ours,  and  still  they  do  operate  with 
more  or  less  success.  ...  In  saying  this  I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  criticising  the  right  of  any  road  to  go  anywhere ,  even  with  a 

'Report  Int.  G)m.  Com.,  In  re  Publication  and  Filing  of  Tariffs  on  Export  and 
Import  Traffic,  decided  Feb.  5,  1904,  p.  81. 
■  Elkins  Committee,  vol.  ii,  p.  919.  ^  Ihid.y  p.  1624. 

*  Int.  Com.  Com.  case,  no.  723,  Kindel  vs,  B.  &  A.  R.  R.,  etc.^  p.  508. 
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broken  and  circuitous  line,  to  seek  for  business,  so  long  as  they  are  sat- 
isfied that  taking  all  the  circumstances  into  account  such  business  will 
afford  them  some  small  measure  of  profit.  .  .  . 

The  distance  by  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Road,  Boston  to  Newport 
News,  is  544  miles  by  water;  Newport  News  to  Chicago,  107 1  miles, 
total  1 61 5  miles  from  Boston  to  Chicago,  against  1020  miles  by  the 
shortest  all-rail  line  from  Boston,  showing  the  line  via  Newport  News, 
58  per  cent  longer.  The  distance  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  from 
New  York  to  Newport  News  is  305  miles,  to  which  add  107 1  miles, 
Newport  News  to  Chicago,  total  1376  miles,  against  the  shortest  all- 
rail  line  of  912  miles,  50.87  per  cent  longer.  Again  the  distance 
between  Boston  and  Duluth  by  all- rail  is  1382  miles,  against  2195 
miles  via  Newport  News  and  Chicago,  58.82  per  cent  longer  by  the 
broken  route. 

The  Southern  Pacific  Co.,  or  System  rather,  in  connection  with  the 
Morgan  line  steamers  carries  business,  via  New  York,  New  Orleans  and 
Fort  Worth,  to  Utah  points  at  a  differential  rate.  The  distance  from 
New  York  to  Denver  via  water  to  New  Orleans  thence  rail  to  Fort 
Worth  is  3155  miles,  against  1940  miles  by  the  direct  all-rail  line, 
showing  it  to  be  longer  via  New  Orleans  62.61  per  cent.* 

Allowing  a  constructive  mileage  of  one-third  for  the  last 
named  water  haul,'  many  of  these  even  up  fairly  well  with  the 
all-rail  carriage ;  although  a  route  from  New  York  to  Kansas 
City  by  way  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  would  appear  to  be  an  ex- 
treme case,  owing  to  the  relatively  long  haul  by  rail.3  The 
increasing  importance  of  Galveston  and  the  necessity  of  a  back 
haul  to  compensate  for  export  business  make  it  possible  for 
that  city  to  engage  in  business  between  New  York  and  Kansas 
City,  although  the  roundabout  route  is  two  and  one-half  times 
as  long  as  the  direct  one.*  As  compared  with  these  examples, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  the  competition  for  New  York-Nashville  or 
New  England-Chattanooga  business  by  way  of  Savannah, 
Mobile  or  Brunswick,  Georgia,  is  so  bitter.     The  roundabout 

*  Question  of  Canadian  Pacific  Freight  Differentials,  Hearings,  ete,^  Oct.  12,  1898, 
p.  17.     Privately  printed.-    See  also  pp.  72  and  116  on  the  same  point. 

'  Record  Cincinnati  Freight  Bureau  case,  vol.  ii,  p.  306. 

•  Hearings,  Question  of  Can.  Pac.  Freight  Differentials,  Oct.  la,  1898,  p.  55. 
^  U.  S.  Industrial  Commission,  vol.  iv,  p.  134. 
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trafBc  thus  reaches  around  by  the  southern  ports  and  nearly  up 
again  to  the  Ohio  river.' 

The  second  great  class  of  broken  rail  and  water  shipments 
consists  of  transcontinental  business.  Goods  from  New  York 
to  San  Francisco  commonly  go  by  way  of  New  Orleans  or 
Galveston,*  as  well  as  by  Canadian  ports  and  routes.^  In  the 
opposite  direction,  goods  are  carried  about  1006  miles  by  water 
to  Seattle  or  Vancouver  before  commencing  the  journey  east. 
But  more  important,  as  illustrating  this  point,  is  the  traffic  from 
the  Central  West  which  reaches  the  Pacific  coast  by  way  of 
Atlantic  seaports.  As  far  west  as  the  Missouri,  the  actual  com- 
petition of  the  trunk  lines  on  California  business  has  since  1894* 
brought  about  the  condition  of  the  **  blanket"  or  **  postage 
stamp  "  rate.  The  same  competitive  conditions  which  open  up 
Denver  or  Kansas  City  to  New  York  shippers  by  way  of  New 
Orleans  or  Galveston  enable  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  or 
Cape  Horn  routes  to  solicit  California  shipments  in  Western 
territory  to  be  hauled  back  to  New  York,  and  thence  by  water 
all  or  part  of  the  way  to  destination.  How  important  this 
potential  competition  is — that  is  to  say,  what  proportion  of  the 
traffic  is  interchanged  by  this  route — cannot  readily  be  deter- 
mined. 

Transportation  over  undue  distances — the  carriage  of  coals  to 
Newcastle  in  exchange  for  cotton  piece  goods  hauled  to  Lan- 
cashire— as  a  product  of  keen  commercial  competition  may  in- 
volve both  a  waste  of  energy  and  an  enhancement  of  prices  in 
a  manner  seldom  appreciated.  The  transportation  of  goods 
great  distances  at  low  rates,  while  economically  justifiable  in 
opening  up  new  channels  of  business,  becomes  wasteful  the 
moment  such  carriage,  instead  of  creating  new  business,  merely 

"  55lh  Cong.,  1st  scss..  Sen.  Doc.  no.  39,  p.  88. 

•By  water  from  New  York,  1800  miles  to  New  Orleans,  with  2489  miles  by  rail. 
Or  to  Galveston  2300  miles,  with  2666  miles  by  rail,  a  total  of  4966  miles.  The 
direct  line,  all  rail,  is  about  3300  miles.  Allowing  constructive  mileage  of  3  to  I  for 
water  carriage,  they  are  far  from  equal. 

•Texas  cotton  bound  for  Yokohama  by  way  of  Seattle. 

*On  these  matters  the  Record  of  the  Business  Men's  League  of  St.  Louis  case  be- 
fore the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission;  and  the  Hearings  on  Canadian  Pacific 
Differentials  are  illuminating. 
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brings  about  an  exchange  between  widely  separated  markets,  or 
an  invasion  of  fields  naturally  tributary  to  other  centres.  The 
wider  the  market,  the  greater  is  the  chance  of  the  most  efficient 
production  at  the  lowest  cost.  The  analogy  at  this  point  to  the 
problem  of  protective  tariff  legislation  is  obvious.  For  a  country 
to  dispose  of  its  surplus  products  abroad  by  cutting  prices  may 
not  involve  economic  loss ;  but  for  two  countries  to  be  simul- 
taneously engaged  in  **  dumping"  their  products  into  each  other's 
markets  is  quite  a  different  matter.  In  transportation  such  cases 
arise  whenever  a  community,  producing  a  surplus  of  a  given  com- 
modity, supplies  itself,  nevertheless,  with  that  same  commodity 
from  a  distant  market.  It  may  not  be  a  just  grievance  that 
Iowa,  a  great  cattle  raising  state,  should  be  forced  to  procure 
her  dressed  meats  in  Chicago  or  Omaha;'  for  in  this  case  some 
degree  of  manufacture  has  ensued  in  these  highly  specialized 
centres.  But  the  practice  is  less  defensible  where  the  identical 
product  is  redistributed  after  long  carriage  to  and  from  a  dis- 
tant point.  Arkansas  is  a  great  fruit  raising  region;  yet  so 
cheap  is  transportation  that  dried  fruits,  perhaps  of  its  own 
growing,  are  distributed  by  wholesale  grocers  in  Chicago 
throughout  its  territory.  The  privilege  of  selling  rice  in  the 
rice-growing  states  from  Chicago  is,  however,  denied  by  the 
Southern  Railway  Association."  An  illuminating  example  of 
similar  character  occurs  in  the  Southern  cotton  manufacture,  as 
described  by  a  Chicago  jobber. 

Right  in  North  Carolina  there  is  one  mill  shipping  60  carloads  of 
goods  to  Chicago  in  a  season,  and  a  great  many  of  these  same  goods 
are  brought  right  back  to  this  very  section.  ...  I  might  add  that 
when  many  of  these  heavy  cotton  goods  made  in  this  southeastern  sec- 
tion are  shipped  both  to  New  York  and  Chicago  and  then  sold  and  re- 
shipped  South,  they  pay  15  cents  to  20  cents  per  hundred  less  each  way 
to  New  York  and  back  than  via  Chicago.  This  doubles  up  the  handi- 
cap against  which  Chicago  is  obliged  to  contend  and  renders  the  un- 
fairness still  more  burdensome.' 

^Elkins  Committee,  vol.  iii,  p.  1830. 

*  Record  before  the  I.  C.  C;  Cincinnati  Freight  Bureau  case,  vol.  i,  p.  166. 

*  Elkins  Committee,  vol.  iii,  pp.  2540-41. 
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Not  essentially  different  is  a  case  recently  brought  before  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  outlined  to  me  by  the  chair- 
man, Hon.  Martin  A.  Knapp.  A  sash  and  blind  manufacturer 
in  Detroit  was  seeking  to  extend  his  market  in  New  England. 
At  the  same  time  it  appeared  that  other  manufacturers  of  the 
same  goods  located  in  Vermont  were  marketing  their  product 
in  Michigan.  The  burden  of  the  complaint  of  the  Detroit  pro- 
ducer was  not  directed  to  this  invasion  of  his  home  territory ; 
but  rather  to  the  fact  that  the  freight  rate  from  Boston  to  De- 
troit, probably  due  to  back  loading,  was  only  about  one-half  the 
rate  imposed  upon  goods  in  the  opposite  direction,  from  Detroit 
to  the  seaboard.  Is  not  this  an  anomalous  situation?  Two 
producers  presumably  of  equal  efficiency  in  production  are 
each  invading  the  territory  naturally  tributary  to  the  other 
and  are  enabled  to  do  so  by  reason  of  the  railway  policy  of 
**  keeping  everyone  in  business  "  everywhere,  regardless  of  dis- 
tance. President  Tuttle  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  is 
perhaps  the  most  outspoken  exponent  of  this  policy,  it  being  in 
a  sense  a  necessity  imposed  upon  New  England  by  reason  of 
its  remoteness  to  stimulate  the  long-haul  business. 

Generally  the  roads  have  never  refused  to  help  in  the  stimulation  of 
industries  everywhere.  They  all  participate.  I  have  even  known  it  to 
happen  between  New  York  and  Boston  that  a  freight  train  would  have 
a  carload  of  bananas  going  in  one  direction  and  would  pass  a  train  hav- 
ing a  carload  of  bananas  going  in  the  opposite  direction,  so  that  a  car- 
load of  bananas  are  landed  in  New  York  and  in  the  Boston  market  on 
the  same  day.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  done,  but  it  is  done.  ...  I 
should  be  just  as  much  interested  in  the  stimulating  of  Chicago  manu- 
facturers, in  sending  their  products  into  New  England  to  sell,  as  I 
would  be  in  sending  those  from  New  England  into  Chicago  to  sell.  It 
is  the  business  of  the  railroads  centering  in  Chicago  to  send  the  pro- 
ducts from  Chicago  in  every  direction.  It  is  our  particular  business  in 
New  England  to  send  the  New  England  products  all  over  the  country. 
The  more  they  scatter  the  better  it  is  for  the  railroads.  The  railroad 
docs  not  discriminate  against  shipments  because  they  are  eastbound  or 
westbound.  We  are  glad  to  see  the  same  things  come  from  Chicago 
into  New  England  that  are  manufactured  and  sent  from  New  England 
into  Chicago.' 

*  Elkins  Committee,  vol.  ii,  p.  981. 
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This  is  of  course  what  naturally  results.  The  overweening 
desire  of  the  large  centres  to  enter  every  market  is  well  exemp- 
lified in  the  Elkins  Committee  Hearings  by  testimony  of  the 
Chicago  jobbers.* 

A  few  years  later,  when  the  railroads  established  the  relative  rates  of 
freight  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia  and  the  Southeast,  and  St. 
Louis,  Cincinnati  and  Chicago  and  the  Southeast,  giving  the  former  the 
sales  of  merchandise  and  the  latter  the  furnishing  of  food  products,  the 
hardware  consumed  in  this  country  was  manufactured  in  England.  At 
that  time  we,  in  Chicago,  felt  that  we  were  going  beyond  the  confines 
of  our  legitimate  territory  when  we  diffidently  asked  the  merchants  in 
western  Indiana  to  buy  their  goods  in  our  market.  Today,  a  very  con- 
siderable percentage  of  the  hardware  used  in  the  United  States  is  manu- 
factured in  the  Middle  West,  and  we  are  profitably  selling  general 
hardware  through  a  corps  of  traveling  salesmen  in  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania and  West  Virginia,  and  special  lines  in  New  England. 

What  we  claim  is  that  we  should  not  have  our  territory  stopped  at 
the  Ohio  river  by  any  act  of  yours.  It  is  not  stopped,  gentlemen,  by 
any  other  river  in  America.  It  is  not  stopped  by  the  greatest  river,  the 
Mississippi.  It  is  not  stopped  by  the  far  greater  river,  the  Missouri. 
It  is  not  stopped  by  the  Arkansas ;  it  is  not  stopped  by  the  Rio  Grande. 
It  is  not  stopped  even  by  the  Columbia ;  and,  even  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, it  is  not  stopped  by  the  Hudson.  There  are  Chicago  houses  that 
are  selling  goods  in  New  York  city,  groceries  that  they  manufacture 
themselves.  Mr.  Sprague's  own  house  sells  goods  in  New  York  city» 
and  Chicago  is  selling  groceries  in  New  England.  As  I  say,  even  the 
Hudson  river  doesn't  stop  them. 

All  this  record  implies  progressiveness,  energy  and  ambition^ 
on  the  part  of  both  business  men  and  traffic  officers.  Nothing 
is  more  remarkable  in  American  commerce  than  its  freedom 
from  restraints.  Elasticity  and  quick  adaptation  to  the  exigen- 
cies of  business  are  peculiarities  of  American  railroad  operation. 
This  is  due  to  the  progressiveness  of  our  railway  managers  in 
seeking  constantly  to  develop  new  territory  and  build  up  busi- 
ness. The  strongest  contrast  between  Europe  and  the  United 
States  lies  in  this  fact.  European  railroads  take  business  as 
they  find  it.  Our  railroads  make  it.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
'  ElkiDs  Committee,  vol.  iii,  pp.  2538  and  2550. 
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minimize  the  service  rendered  in  American  progress.  And  yet 
there  are  reasonable  limits  to  all  good  things.  We  ought  to 
reckon  the  price  which  must  be  paid  for  this  freedom  of  trade. 

Ill 

The  causes  of  economic  waste  in  transportation  are  various. 
Not  less  than  six  may  be  distinguished.  These  are :  ( i )  con- 
gestion of  the  direct  route;  (2)  rate  cutting  by  the  weak  circu- 
itous line;  (3)  pro-rating  practices  in  division  of  joint  through 
rates;  (4)  desire  for  back-loading  of  empty  cars;  (5)  strategic 
considerations  concerning  interchange  of  traffic  with  connec- 
tions ;  and  (6)  attempts  to  secure  or  hold  shippers  in  contested 
markets.     These  merit  consideration  separately  in  some  detail. 

Congestion  of  traffic  upon  the  direct  line  is  a  rare  condition 
in  our  American  experience.  Few  of  our  railways  are  over- 
crowded with  business.  Their  equipment  may  be  overtaxed, 
but  their  rails  are  seldom  worked  to  the  utmost.  Yet  the  phe- 
nomenal development  of  trunk-line  business  since  1 897  some- 
times makes  delivery  so  slow  and  uncertain  that  shippers  prefer 
to  patronize  railways  less  advantageously  located,  even  at  the 
same  rates.  The  congestion  on  the  main  stem  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railway  between  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia  is  a  case  in 
point. 

Special  rates  or  rebates  often  divert  traffic.  The  weak  lines 
(in  that  particular  business)  are  persistently  in  the  jfield  and 
can  secure  tonnage  only  by  means  of  concessions  from  what 
may  be  called  the  standard  or  normal  rate.  The  dijfferential 
rate  is  an  outgrowth  of  this  condition.  The  present  controversy 
over  the  right  of  the  initial  line  in  transcontinental  business  to 
route  the  freight  at  will  involves  such  practices.  The  carriers 
insist  that  they  can  stop  the  evil  only  by  the  exercise  of  choice 
in  their  connections.  An  interesting  recent  example  is  found 
in  the  Elkins  Committee  testimony.  It  appears  that  lumber 
from  points  in  Mississippi  destined  for  Cleveland  instead  of 
going  by  the  proper  Ohio  river  gateways  was  diverted  to  East 
St.  Louis.  The  operation  was  concealed  by  billing  it  to  ob- 
scure points — ^Jewett,  111.,  near  East  St.  Louis,  and  Rochester, 
O., — and   there   issuing  a  new   bill   of  lading  to  destination. 
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Senator  Dolliver.  And  these  people  cany  it  up  to  this  little  station 
near  St.  Louis  and  then  transfer  it  to  another  station  near  Cleveland? 

Mr.  Robinson.  Oh,  no ;  to  any  point  on  the  Central  Trafl5c  Asso- 
ciation territory.     In  other  words,  it  may  go  to  Cleveland. 

Senator  Dolliver.     Why  do  they  bill  it  to  Rochester? 

Mr.  Robinson.  In  order  to  get  the  benefit  of  keeping  it  in  transit 
fifteen  days  without  any  extra  cost,  first. 

Senator  Dolliver.  I  do  not  see  how  that  would  affect  the  question 
of  billing  it  to  Rochester. 

Mr.  Robinson.  Because  that  enaUes  the  wholesaler  to  have  fifteen 
days  extra  time  in  which  to  sell  the  lumber. 

The  Chairman.  Why  haul  it  all  around  the  country  and  then  re- 
duce the  rate  on  that  long  haul? 

Mr.  Robinson.  In  order  that  roads  that  are  not  entitled  naturally 
to  this  traffic  may  by  this  process  get  the  traffic. 

Senator  Dolliver.     What  roads  from  Mississippi  to  East  St.  Louis? 

Mr.  Robinson.  Any  of  the  trunk  lines — the  Illinois  Central,  the 
Louisville  or  the  Southern  Railway  lines.  The  roads  in  Mississippi 
south  of  the  river  are  not  parties  to  this  arrangement,  you  understand. 
In  fact,  as  fast  as  they  find  it  out  they  break  it  up,  or  try  to.  They  do 
not  want  their  traffic  diverted. 

Senator  Kean.  Does  it  not  come  down  to  this,  that  some  road  is 
trying  to  cheat  another  on  the  use  of  its  cars  ? 

Mr,  Robinson.  Not  only  that,  but  it  is  trying  to  get  traffic  that  does 
not  belong  to  it.* 

Wherever  a  large  volume  of  traffic  is  moving  by  an  unnatural 
route,  the  first  explanation  which  arises  therefore  is  that  rebates 
or  rate-cutting  are  taking  place.* 

A  third  cause  of  diversion  of  traffic  is  akin  to  the  second  ;  and 
concerns  the  practices  in  pro-rating.  Much  circuitous  transpor- 
tation is  due  to  the  existence  of  independent  transverse  lines 
of  railway  which  may  participate  in  the  traflSc  only  on  condi- 
tion that  It  move  by  an  indirect  route.  This  situation  is  best 
described  by  reference  to  the  following  diagram.  Let  us 
suppose  traffic  to  be  moving  by  two  routes  passing  through 
points  B  and  C,  and  converging  on  A,  which  last  named  point 

*  Testimony,  vol.  iii,  pp.  2495  '^  ^^9* 

'The  Report  of  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Corporations  on  the  Transportation  of 
Petroleum,  1906,  affords  superb  examples.     Viae^  pp.  5,  7, 14  and  the  map  at  p.  256. 
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might  be  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  New  York  or  any  other  railroad 
centre.  Cutting  these  two  converging  lines  of  railway,  we  will 
suppose  a  transverse  line  passing  through  B  and  C.  Obviously 
the  proper  function  of  this  railway  is  as  a  feeder  for  the  through 
lines,  each  being  entitled  to  traffic  up  to  the  half-way  point,  D. 
But  over  and  above  serving  as  a  mere  branch,  this  road,  desirous 
of  extending  its  business,  has  a  powerful  incentive  to  extend 
operations.  The  longer  the  transverse  haul,  the  greater  be- 
comes its  pro-rating  division  of  the  through  rate  with  the  main 
line.*  Traffic  from  C  is  of  no  projfit  to  the  transverse  road  so 
iong  as  it  is  hauled  directly  to  A.     But  if  hauled  from  C  to  the 


same  destination  by  way  of  B,  the  profit  may  be  enhanced  in 
two  ways.  In  the  first  place  the  pro-rating  distance  is  greater ; 
and  secondly,  such  traffic  from  C  not  being  naturally  tributary 
to  the  main  line  B  A,  but  merely  a  surplus  freight  to  be  added 
to  that  already  in  hand,  the  main  line  A  B  is  open  to  temptation 
to  shrink  its  usual  proportion  of  the  through  rate  in  order  to 
secure  the  extra  business.  This  same  motive  may  on  proper 
solicitation  induce  the  other  main  line  C  A  to  accept  traffic 
from  B  and  its  vicinity.  The  result  is  a  greatly  enhanced 
profit  to  the  cross  line  and  circuitous  carriage  of  the  goods  in 
both  directions  around  two  sides  of  a  triangle.  Only  recently  in 
^  case  in  Texas  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  found 
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that  two  roads  thus  converging  on  a  common  point  were  each 
losing  to  the  other  traffic  which  rightfully  was  tributary  to  its 
own  line.  Our  illustrative  example  is  not  a  fanciful  one  in  any 
degree. 

This  roundabout  carriage  becomes  of  course  increasingly 
wasteful  in  proportion  to  the  width  of  angle  between  the  main 
lines  converging  on  the  common  point.  And  several  cases  indi- 
cate that  in  extreme  instances  the  two  main  lines  may  converge 
on  a  common  point  from  exactly  opposite  directions,  while  the 
transverse  or  secondary  road  or  series  of  roads  forms  a  wide  and 
roundabout  detour.  The  well  known  Pittsburg-Youngstown 
case,  cited  in  the  original  Louisville  and  Nashville  decision  in 
1887,  serves  as  illustration.  The  Pennsylvania  was  competing 
from  Pittsburg  directly  east  bound  to  New  York  with  certain 
feeders  of  the  New  York  Central  lines  which  took  out  traffic 
bound  for  the  same  destination  but  leaving  Pittsburg  west 
bounds  Other  instances  of  the  same  phenomenon  occur*  at 
Chattanooga,  where  freight  for  New  York  may  leave  either 
northward  or  southward,  at  Kansas  City  and  in  fact  at  almost 
any  important  inland  center.  ^         . 

Another  extreme  form  may  even  arise  in  the  competition 
between  two  parallel  trunk  lines  cut  transversely  by  two  inde- 
pendent cross  roads.  One  of  these  latter  may  induce  traffic  to 
desert  the  direct  route,  to  cut  across  to  the  other  trunk  line, 
to  move  over  that  some  distance  and  then  to  be  hauled  back 
again  to  a  point  on  the  first  main  line  where  it  may  find  a  ''  cut " 
rate  to  destination.  Grain  sometimes  used  literally  to  meander 
\m  the  seaboard  in  the  days  of  active  competition  between  the 
trunk  lines.  Wheat  from  Iowa  and  northern  Illinois  finally 
reached  Portland,  Me.,  by  way  of  Cincinnati  in  this  manner, 
with  a  superfluous  carriage  of  from  250  to  350  miles. 

Starting  within  90  miles  of  Chicago,  though  billed  due  northeast  to 
Portland,  wheat  has  traveled  first  97  miles  due  southwest  to  avail  of  the 
connection  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  for  Cincinnati,  and 
thence  north  to  Detroit  Junction,  a  total  of  716  miles  to  reach  the 
latter  point  and  save  5  cents  in  freight.     The  direct  haul  through 

'  I.  C  C.  Rep.,  vol.  i,  p.  32;  and  Indastrial  CommissioD,  vol.  six,  p.  442. 
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Chicago  would  have  been  340  miles  less,  or  a  total  of  376  miles 
only.* 

Another  witness  describes  the  route  as  follows : 

Property  billed  for  Portland,  Me.,  started  90  miles  below  Chicago, 
although  Chicago  is  on  a  direct  line,  and  took  a  southeasterly  course, 
then  to  Springfield,  from  Springfield  to  Flora,  then  to  Cincinnati,  and 
then  over  the  Hamilton  and  Dayton  system  to  Detroit,  there  to  take 
the  Grand  Trunk  road  to  Portland.  This  was  owing  to  the  billing 
system  adhered  to  here  with  great  tenacity.  Property  ran  around 
three  sides  of  a  square,  and  I  lost  money  on  some  of  that  property.* 

This  ruinous  diversion  of  freight  seems  to  have'^been  depend- 
ent ypon  the  existence  of  active  competition  at  Detroit  and 
ceased  when  the  Grand  Trunk  came  to  an  agreement  with  the 
American  lines.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  wherever  these 
cross  lines  exist  there  is  a  strong  tendency  toward  diversion. 
In  the  recent  hearings  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Interstate 
Commerce  on  railway  rate  regulation,  a  railroad  witness  again 
describes  the  operation : 

Mr.  Vining.  Well,  for  instance,  take  the  time  when  I  was  on  the 
Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana  Railroad.  Its  connection  at  the  south  was 
at  Fort  Wayne,  with  the  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  and  Chicago  road.  We 
took  lumber  out  of  Michigan  and  wanted  to  send  it  east.  We  had  to 
compete  with  lines  that  went  by  way  of  Detroit,  that  went  perhaps 
through  Canada  and  that  in  some  cases  were  shorter.  Of  course,  if 
we  wanted  to  send  lumber  from  Grand  Rapids  to  New  York  we  had  to 
make  at  least  as  low  a  rate  as  was  made  by  other  lines  leading  from 
Grand  Rapids  to  New  York.  That  rate  might  be  just  the  same  from 
Fort  Wayne  as  from  Grand  Rapids,  so  that  we  could  not  get  any  more 
than  the  low  rate  from  Fort  Wayne.  We  had  to  go  in  that  case  to 
the  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  and  Chicago  Railway  and  say  :  **Here  are 
so  many  carloads  of  lumber,  or  so  much  lumber,  at  Grand  Rapids,  a 
part  of  which  could  be  shipped  to  New  York  if  we  had  through  rates 
that  would  enable  us  to  move  it.     These  other  lines  are  carrying  it  for 

*  Statements  taken  before  the  G)m.  on  Interstate  Commerce  of  the  U.  S.  Senate 
with  respect  to  the  Transportation  Interests  of  the  U.  S.  and  Canada.  Washington, 
1890,  p.  616. 

»/W</.,  p.  631. 
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25  cents  a  hundred  pounds  to  New  York.  You  join  us  in  a  tiiroagh 
rate  of  25  cents  and  we  can  give  you  some  of  that  business."  .  .  » 
But  if  I  were  with  a  short  line  and  wanted  to  negotiate  with  a  long  one, 
I  should  try  to  put  my  case  just  as  strongly  as  possible  before  the  long 
line.  I  should  say  to  them  :  <<  We  can  not  take  5  per  cent  of  a  rate  of 
25  cents.  It  would  not  pay  us.  You  know  that ;  you  can  see  that  ;'^ 
and  they,  as  business  men,  would  admit  it.  **Well/*  I  would  say, 
<*  give  us  5  cents  a  himdred  pounds  and  we  will  bring  the  business  ta 
you,  and  if  you  do  not,  we  can  not  afford  to  do  it." 

Senator  Cullom.  I  think  in  some  instances  they  have  stated  before 
us  that  they  gave  25  per  cent. 

Mr,  Fining.     They  might.* 

Whenever  the  cross  road  was  financially  embarrassed,  the  ten- 
dency to  diversion  was  increased.  For  then,  of  course,  having 
repudiated  fixed  charges,  the  cross  line  could  accept  almost  any 
rate  as  better  than  the  loss  of  the  traffic.  And  that  this  was  in 
the  past  almost  a  chronic  condition  in  Western  trunk  line  terri- 
tory appears  from  the  fact  that  eighteen  out  of  the  twenty-two 
roads  cutting  the  Illinois  Central  between  Chicago  and  Cairo 
have  been  in  the  hands  of  receivers  since  1&74* 

It  not  infrequently  happens  that  the  initial  railroad  may  en- 
tirely control  a  roundabout  route,  whereas  shipments  by  the 
most  direct  line  necessitate  a  division  of  the  joint  rate  with 
other  companies.  In  such  a  case  the  initial  line  will  naturally 
favor  the  indirect  route,  at  the  risk  of  economic  loss  to  the 
community  and  even  to  its  own  shippers.  An  interesting 
illustration  is  afforded  by  a  complaint  of  wheat  growers  at  Ritz- 
ville  in  the  state  of  Washington  concerning  rates  to  Portland, 
Oregon.3  By  direct  line  with  low  grades  along  the  Columbia 
river  the  distance  was  311  miles.  This  was  composed  of  sev- 
eral independent  but  connecting  links.  The  Northern  Pacific 
on  the  other  hand  had  a  line  of  its  own,  480  miles  long,  which 
moreover  crossed  two  mountain  ranges  with  heavy  grades.  It 
based  its  charges  upon  the  cost  of  service  by  this  roundabout 
and  expensive  line;  and  insisted  upon  its  right  to  the  traffic 

^  Elkins  Committee,  ii,  p.  1706. 

'  Quoted  from  Acworth,  55th  Cong.,  ist  sess.,  Sen.  Doc.  39,  p.  33. 

•  NewUnd  v.  Nor.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  I.  C.  C.  Rep.,  vol.  vi,  p.  131. 
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despite  the  wishes  of  the  shippers.  The  Commission  upheld 
the  shippers'  contention  for  the  right  to  have  their  products 
carried  to  market  in  the  most  efficient  manner.*  Another  in- 
stance on  the  Illinois  Central  is  suggestive,  concerning  ship- 
ments from  Panola,  Illinois,  to  Peoria,  a  distance  of  about  forty 
miles  by  the  shortest  line  of  connecting  roads.  Yet  the  Illinois 
Central  having  a  line  of  its  own  via  Clinton  and  Lincoln  trans- 
ported goods  round  three  sides  of  a  rectangle,  a  distance  of  109 
miles,  presumably  in  order  to  avoid  a  pro-rating  division  of  the 
through  rate."  Of  course  elements  of  operating  cost  enter 
sometimes,  as  in  the  case  of  back-loading ;  ^  but  in  the  main  the 
pro-rating  consideration  rules. 

Rebates  may  or  may  not  be  given  in  connection  with  circuit- 
ous routing.  Sometimes  the  same  result  may  be  obtained  when 
one  carrier  merely  shrinks  its  proportion  of  a  joint  through  rate, 
leaving  the  total  charge  to  the  shipper  unaffected.  Of  course  it 
goes  without  saying  that  an  implication  of  improper  manipula- 
tion of  rates  does  not  always  follow  the  diversion  of  freight  from 
a  direct  line.  The  rate  may  be  the  same  by  several  competitive 
routes,  shipments  going  as  a  reward  for  energy,  persistency  or 
personality  of  the  agent.  A  recent  case,  concerning  rates  on 
lumber  from  Sheridan,  Ind.,  to  New  York  illustrates  this  point.* 
Sheridan  is  28  miles  north  of  Indianapolis  on  the  Monon  road. 
Quoting  from  the  decision : 

In  the  division  of  joint  through  rates  on  percentages  based  on  mile- 
age ,  the  defendant  line  naturally  prefers  arrangements  with  connections 
giving  it  the  longest  haul  and  largest  percentages.  Therefore  it  carries 
this  freight  at  rates  based  on  a  carriage  through  Indianapolis  by  a  direct 
line  eastward,  while  in  fact  it  carries  it  in  an  opposite  direction  north 
and  west  by  a  longer  route,  the  reduced  ton  mileage  being  accepted  to 
secure  the  traffic. 

'  Cf.  Ihc  case  of  the  C.  H.  &  D.  R.  R.  on  p.  388,  supra, 

*  Record,  Illinois  Railroad  Commission,  concerning  Reasonable  Maximum  Rates, 
1905,  p.  165. 

»  Cf,  p.  404,  infra. 

*  Pratt  Lumber  Co.  v,  Chicago,  Indianapolis  and  Louisville  R.  R.,  decided  Jan, 

a;,  1904. 
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The  Iowa  Central,  cutting  across  the  four  main  lines  between 
Chicago  and  Omaha,  derives  a  large  revenue  from  such  diver- 
sion. Coal  from  Peoria  west,  instead  of  moving  by  the  shortest 
line  to  Omaha,  is  hauled  across  the  first  three  to  a  connection 
with  the  devious  Great  Western  line.*     The  motive  is  obvious. 

A  fourth  cause  of  diversion  of  traffic  has  to  do  rather  with 
the  operating  than  the  traffic  department.  An  inequality  of 
tonnage  in  opposite  directions  may  make  it  expedient  to  solicit 
business  for  the  sake  of  a  back  load.  The  Canadian  Pacific 
may  engage  in  San  Francisco-Omaha  business  by  way  of  Win- 
nipeg, because  of  the  scarcity  of  tonnage  east  bound.  The 
traffic  to  and  from  the  Southeastern  states  is  quite  uneven  in 
volume.  The  preponderance  of  bulky  freight  is  north  bound 
to  the  New  England  centers  of  cotton  and  other  manufacture ; 
while  from  the  Western  cities,  the  greater  volume  of  traffic 
is  south  bound,  consisting  of  agricultural  staples  and  food 
stuffs.  To  equalize  this  traffic  it  may  often  be  desirable  to 
secure  the  most  roundabout  business.  A  disturbing  element  of 
this  sort  in  the  Southern  field  has  always  to  be  reckoned  with. 
A  good  illustration  elsewhere  occurs  in  the  well  known  St. 
Cloud  case."  The  Northern  Pacific  accepted  tonnage  for  a  most 
circuitous  haul  to  Duluth,  but  seems  to  have  done  so  largely  in 
order  to  provide  lading  for  a  preponderance  of  "  empties."  In 
this  case  it  did  not  lower  the  normal  rate  but  accepted  it  for  a 
much  longer  haul. 

Not  unlike  the  preceding  cause,  also,  is  a  fifth,  the  desire  to 
be  in  position  to  interchange  traffic  on  terms  of  equality  with 
powerful  connections.  Mr.  Bowes,  traffic  manager  of  the 
Illinois  Central,  justifying  the  participation  of  this  road  in 
Chicago-San  Francisco  business  by  way  of  New  Orleans,  well 
stated  it  as  follows  \^ 

Of  course  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  as  you  gentlemen  know, 
originate  and  control  a  very  large  traffic,  which  they  can  deliver  at 
various  junctions ;  at  New  Orleans,  where  they  have  their  long  haul  to 

^Boston  Transcript tOci,  14,  1905. 

•  Tileston  Milling  Co.  v.  Nor.  Pac,  decided  Nov.  29,  1899. 

'  Elkins  CommiUee,  vol.  iv,  p.  2S50. 
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the  Missouri  River,  and  we  naturally  want  some  of  that  business,  a  long- 
haul  traffic  to  New  Orleans,  and  in  giving  it  to  them  we  place  them 
under  obligations  to  reciprocate  and  give  us  some  traffic.  That  is  one 
of  the  things  that  occurs  to  a  railroad  man  as  to  increasing  the  volume 
and  value  of  his  traffic  for  the  benefit  of  his  company. 

A  sixth  and  final  reason  for  diversion  of  traffic  from  the 
direct  line  may  be  partly  sentimental,  but  none  the  less  signifi- 
cant. It  concerns  the  question  of  competition  at  abnormal 
distances.  We  may  cite  two  railroad  witnesses,  who  aptly 
describe  the  situation.  "We  can  haul  traffic  in  competition, 
and  we  frequently  do,  as  I  stated,  at  less  than  cost,  or  nearly  so, 
in  order  to  hold  the  traffic  and  our  patrons  in  certain  territory 
— Kansas  City  for  instance — but  we  do  not  like  to  do  it."*  Or 
again  *'  The  Charleston  freight  is  not  legitimately  ours.  .  .  . 
We  make  on  these  through  rates  from  Chicago  to  Charleston 
for  instance  scarcely  anything.  But  it  is  an  outpost.  We  must 
maintain  that  or  have  our  territory  further  invaded."  * 
In  other  words  the  circuitous  or  over-long  distance  haul  is  a 
natural  though  regrettable  outcome  of  railroad  competition. 

IV 

What  are  the  effects  of  this  American  practice  of  unduly  dis- 
regarding distance  as  a  factor  in  transportion  ?  Not  less  than 
five  deserve  separate  consideration  in  some  detail.  It  inordi- 
nately swells  the  volume  of  ton-mileage ;  it  dilutes  the  ton-mile 
revenue ;  it  produces  rigidity  of  industrial  conditions ;  it  stimu- 
lates centralization  both  of  population  and  of  industry,  and  it 
is  a  tax  upon  American  production. 

One  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  phenomenal  growth 
of  transportation  in  the  United  States,  especially  in  recent 
years.  It  appears  almost  as  if  its  volume  increased  more  nearly 
as  the  square  of  population  than  in  direct  proportion  to  it.  Our 
population  from  1889  to  1903  increased  slightly  less  than 
one-third.  The  railroad  mileage  grew  in  about  the  same 
proportion.     Yet  the  freight  service  of  American  railroads  sur- 

'  President  Ramsey  of  the  Wabash;  Elkins  G)mmiUee,  vol.  iii,  p.  1971. 
'  Windom  Committee,  vol.  ii,  p.  796. 
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passed  this  rate  of  growth  almost  five  times  over.  While  popu- 
lation and  mileage  increased  one-third,  the  railroads  in  1903 
hauled  the  equivalent  of  two  and  one-half  times  the  total 
volume  of  freight  traffic  handled  in  1889.  In  other  words,  the 
ton  mileage — representing  the  number  of  tons  of  freight  hauled 
one  mile — increased  from  68,700,000,000  to  173,200,000,000. 
Do  these  figures  represent  all  that  they  purport  to  show?  Every 
ton  of  freight  which  moves  from  Chicago  to  San  Francisco  over 
a  line  one  thousand  miles  too  long  adds  1000  ton  miles  to  swell 
a  fictitious  total.  Every  car-load  of  cotton  goods  hauled  up  to 
Chicago  to  be  redistributed  thence  in  the  original  territory  and 
every  ton  of  groceries  or  agricultural  machinery  exchanged 
between  two  regions  with  adequate  facilities  for  production  of 
like  standard  goods  contribute  to  the  same  end.  How  large.a 
proportion  of  this  marvellous  growth  of  ton  mileage  these 
economic  wastes  contribute  can  never  be  determined  with 
certainty.  That  their  aggrigate  is  considerable  cannot  be 
questioned. 

These  practices  must  considerably  dilute  the  returns  per  mile 
for  service  rendered  by  American  carriers — in  even  greater  de- 
gree than  they  enhance  the  apparent  volume  of  transportation. 
Long-distance  rates  must  always  represent  a  low  revenue  per 
ton  mile,  owing  to  the  fixed  maximum  for  all  distances  deter- 
mined by  what  the  traffic  will  bear.  Furniture  made  in  North 
Carolina  for  California  consumption '  cannot  be  sold  there  in 
competition  above  a  certain  price.  The  greater  the  distance  into 
which  the  possible  margin  of  profit  is  divided,  the  less  per  mile 
must  be  the  revenue  left  for  the  carrier.  Yet  this  is  not  all. 
Such  would  be  true  of  simply  over-long  distance  carriage.  But 
to  this  we  must  add  the  fact  that  some  of  this  long-haul  tonnage 
reaches  its  remote  destination  over  a  roundabout  line,  which 
increases  the  already  over-long  carriage  by  from  25  to  75  per 
cent.  It  is  apparent  at  once  that  a  still  greater  dilution  of  the 
average  returns  must  follow  as  a  result.  From  1873  down  to 
1900  the  long  and  almost  uninterrupted  decline  of  rates  is  an 
established  fact.  Has  the  volume  of  this  economic  waste  in- 
creased or  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  total  traffic  through- 

^Elkins  CommiUee,  vol.  iii,  p.  2008. 
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out  this  period  ?  If  it  is  relatively  less  to-day,  at  a  time  when 
ton  mile  rates  are  actually  rising,  it  would  be  of  interest  to  know 
how  far  such  economies  offset  the  real  increases  of  rates  which 
have  been  made.  Rates  might  conceivably  rise  a  little,  or  at 
all  events  remain  constant,  coincidently  with  a  fall  in  ton  mile 
revenue  produced  through  savings  of  this  sort. 

The  thiid  result  of  undue  disregard  of  distance  is  a  certain 
inelasticity  of  industrial  conditions.  This  may  occur  in  either 
of  two  ways.  The  rise  of  new  industries  may  be  hindered,  or 
a  well-merited  relative  decline  of  old  ones  under  a  process  of 
natural  selection  may  be  postponed  or  averted.  The  first  of 
these  is  well  set  forth  in  the  Elkins  Committee  hearings.* 

It  is  always  considered  desirable  to  have  a  long  haul,  and  the  rates  on 
a  long  haul  should  be  much  less,  in  propartion  to  distance,  than  on  a 
short  haul.  This  is  a  principle  of  rate-making  which  has  grown  up  as 
one  of  the  lectors  in  the  evolution  of  the  railroad  business  in  this  coim- 
try,  and  it  has  greatly  stimulated  the  movement  of  freight  for  long  dis- 
tances, has  brought  the  great  manu^cturing  centers  in  closer  touch  with 
the  consumer  at  a  distance  and  the  producer  in  closer  touch  with  cen- 
ters of  trade.  It  has  been  of  undoubted  benefit  to  both,  though  it  may 
oftentimes  retard  the  growth  of  new  industries  by  a  system  of  rates  so 
preferential  as  to  enable  the  manufacturer  a  long  instance  from  the  field 
of  production  of  raw  material  to  ship  the  raw  material  to  his  mills,  man- 
ufacture it  and  return  the  manu^ctured  goods  cheaper  than  the  local 
manufacturer  could  afford  to  make  it,  and  thus,  while  building  up  the 
centers  of  manufacture ,  have  retarded  the  growth  of  manufacturing  in 
the  centers  where  the  raw  material  is  produced. 

The  other  aspect  of  industrial  rigidity  is  manifested  through  the 
perpetuation  of  an  industry  in  a  district,  regardless  of  the 
physical  disabilities  under  which  it  is  conducted.  Another 
quotation  describes  it  well.' 

Senator  Carmack.  Is  it  the  policy  of  the  roads,  wherever  they  find 
an  industry  established,  to  keep  it  going  by  advantages  in  the  way  of 
rates  regardless  of  changes  in  economic  conditions? 

Mr.  Tuttle,  I  think  in  so  far  as  it  is  possible  for  them  to  do  so. 
It  has  not  been  possible  in  all  cases.  We  could  not  keep  iron  furnaces 
running  in  New  England ;  they  are  all  gone. 

'VoL  iv,  p.  31 15.  'Elkins  CommiUee,  vol.  ii,  p.  976. 
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One  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  the  advantages  of  such  a 
policy  as  a  safeguard  against  violent  dislocating  shocks  to  in- 
dustry. It  may  render  the  transition  to  new  and  better  condi- 
tions more  gradual  and  easier  to  bear.  It  has  been  of  inestim- 
able value  to  New  England,  as  exposed  to  the  competition  of 
newer  manufactures  in  the  central  West.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  equally  true  that  in  the  long  run  the  whole  country  will 
fare  best  when  each  industry  is  prosecuted  in  the  most  favored 
location — all  conditions  of  marketing  as  well  as  of  mere  produc- 
tion being  considered.  If  Pittsburg  is  the  natural  center  for 
iron  and  steel  production,  it  may  not  be  an  unmixed  advantage 
to  the  country  at  large,  however  great  its  value  to  New  England, 
to  have  the  carriers  perpetuate  the  barbed  wire  manufacture  at 
Worcester."  Each  particular  case  would  have  to  be  decided  on 
its  merits.  My  purpose  at  present  is  not  to  pass  judgment  on 
any  of  them  but  merely  to  call  attention  to  the  effect  of  such 
practices  upon  the  process  of  industrial  selection. 

Centralization,  or  concentration  of  population,  industry  and 
wealth  is  characteristic  of  all  progressive  peoples  at  the  present 
time.  Great  economic  advantages,  through  division  of  labor 
and  cheapened  production  have  resulted ;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
manifold  evils  have  followed  in  its  train.  The  results  are  too 
well  known  to  need  mention  in  this  place.  From  the  preceding 
paragraph  it  would  appear  that  American  railroad  practices 
operate  in  some  ways  to  retard  this  tendency.  But  much  may  be 
adduced  in  favor  of  the  opposite  view.  Many  staple  industries 
utilizing  the  raw  material  at  their  doors  might  supply  the  needs 
of  their  several  local  constituencies  were  it  not  that  their  rise  is 
prevented  by  low  long-distance  rates  from  remote  but  larger 
centers  of  production.  Denver,  in  striving  to  establish  paper 
mills  to  utilize  its  own  Colorado  wood  pulp,  is  threatened  by  the 
low  rates  from  Wisconsin  centers.  Each  locality  ambitious  to 
become  self-supporting  is  hindered  by  the  persistency  of  com- 
petition from  far  away  cities.  This  is  particularly  true  of  dis- 
tributive business.  The  overweening  ambition  of  the  great 
cities  to  monopolize  the  jobbing  trade,  regardless  of  distance, 

^  Specifically  described  in  Elkins  Committee,  vol.  ii,  p.  923. 
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has  already  been  discussed.'  And  it  follows  of  course  that  the 
larger  the  city,  the  more  forcibly  may  it  press  its  demands  upon 
the  carriers  for  low  rates  to  the  most  remote  hamlets.  The  files 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  are  stocked  with  ex- 
amples of  this  kind.  The  plea  of  the  smaller  cities  and  the 
agricultural  states — Iowa  for  example — for  a  right  to  a  share  in 
the  distributive  trade  naturally  tributary  to  them  by  reason  of 
their  location  formed  no  inconsiderable  element  in  the  recent 
popular  demand  for  legislation  by  the  Federal  government. 

In  the  fifth  place,  every  waste  in  transportation  service  is  in 
the  long  run  a  tax  upon  the  productivity  of  the  country.  More 
men  may  be  employed,  more  wages  paid,  more  capital  kept  in 
circulation ;  but  it  still  remains  true  that  the  coal  consumed,  the 
extra  wages  paid  and  the  rolling  stock  used  up  in  the  carriage 
of  goods  either  unduly  far  or  by  unreasonably  roundabout 
routes  constitute  an  economic  loss  to  the  community.  In  many 
cases  of  course  it  may  be  an  inevitable  offset  for  other  advan- 
tages. In  the  Savannah  Freight  Bureau  Case'  the  facts  showed 
Valdosta,  Ga.,  to  be  158  miles  from  Savannah,  while  it  was  275 
and  413  miles  by  the  shortest  and  longest  lines  respectively 
from  Charleston.  Valdosta's  main  resource  for  fertilizer  sup- 
plies, other  things  being  equal,  would  naturally  be  Savannah, 
the  nearer  city.  Yet  in  the  year  in  question  it  appeared  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  supply  was  actually  drawn  from  Charleston ; 
and  much  of  it  was  hauled  413  instead  of  a  possible  158  miles. 
No  wonder  the  complainants  alleged  "  that  somebody  in  the 
end  must  pay  for  that  species  of  foolishness."  Whenever  the 
Colorado  Fuel  and  Iron  Co.  succeeds  in  selling  goods  of  no 
better  grade  or  cheaper  price  in  territory  naturally  tributary  to 
Pittsburg,  a  tax  is  laid  upon  the  public  to  that  degree.^  When 
Chicago  and  New  York  jobbers  each  strive  to  invade  the  other's 
field,  the  extra  revenue  to  the  carriers  may  be  considerable ; 
but  it  is  the  people  who  ultimately  pay  the  freight.  The  analogy 
to  the  bargain  counter  is  obvious.     The  public  are  buying  some- 

*  Sec  p.  396,  supra,  •  Decided  Dec.  31,  1897.     I.  C.  R. 

'  '*  Practically  it  may  be  declared  that  the  public,  considered  as  distinct  Irom  rail- 
way owners,  must  pay  for  all  the  transportation  which  it  receives  "  .  .  .  H.  T.  New- 
comb  in  Pubt.  Am,  Stat,  Ass.,  N.  S.  Nr.  34,  p.  71. 
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thing  not  necessary  for  less  than  cost ;  while  the  carriers  are 
selling  it  for  more  than  it  is  worth.  Economies  would  redound 
to  the  advantage  of  all  parties  concerned. 

V 

What  remedy  is  possible  for  these  economic  wastes?  Both 
the  carriers  and  the  public  have  an  interest  in  their  abatement. 
The  more  efficient  industrial  combinations  have  taken  the  matter 
in  hand,  either  by  strategic  location  of  plants  or,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  by  the  utilization  of  a 
Pittsburg  base  price  scheme,  with  freight  rates  added.*  But 
probably  the  larger  proportion  of  tonnage  is  still  shipped  by 
independent  and  competing  producers.  To  this  traffic  the  rail- 
ways must  apply  their  own  remedies.  Either  one  of  two  plans 
might  be  of  service.  The  right  to  make  valid  agreements  for  a 
division  either  of  traffic  or  territory,  if  conceded  to  the  carriers 
by  law  under  proper  governmental  supervision,  would  be  an 
effective  safeguard.  This  would  mean  the  repeal  of  the  present 
prohibition  of  pooling.  Or  a  reenactment  of  the  Long  and 
Short  Haul  clause,  now  emasculated  by  judicial  interpretation, 
would  do  much  toward  accomplishing  the  same  result. 

Agreements  between  carriers  previous  to  1887  were  often 
employed  to  obviate  unnecessary  waste  in  transportation.  The 
division  of  territory  between  the  eastern  and  western  lines  into 
the  Southern  states  is  a  case  in  point.  Thirty  years  ago  com- 
petition for  trade  throughout  the  South  was  very  keen  between 
the  great  cities  in  the  East  and  in  the  Middle  West.  Direct  lines 
to  the  Northwest  from  Atlanta  and  Nashville  opened  up  a  new 
avenue  of  communication  with  ambitious  cities  like  Chicago,  St. 
Louis  and  Cincinnati.  The  state  of  Georgia  constructed  the 
Western  and  Atlantic  railroad  in  1851  for  the  express  purpose 
of  developing  this  trade.  As  Western  manufactures  developed,  a 
keen  rivalry  between  the  routes  respectively  east  and  west  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains  into  the  South  was  engendered.  A  profit- 
able trade,  in  food  products  by  a  natural,  direct  route  from  the 
Ohio  gateways  was,  however,  jeopardized  by  ruinous  rates  made 

*  Agreements  for  a  scale  of  cross  freights  by  wholesalers'  or  jobbers'  associations  as 
in  Ohio  for  groceries  or  hardware  are  equally  effective. 
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by  the  warring  trunk  lines  to  the  northern  seaboard.  Com, 
oats,  wheat  and  pork  came  down  the  coast  and  into  the  South 
through  the  back  door,  so  to  speak,  by  way  of  Savannah  and 
other  seaports.  On  the  other  hand  the  eastern  lines  into  the 
South  were  injuriously  affected  by  the  retaliatory  rates  on  man- 
ufactured goods  made  by  the  western  lines  for  shipments  from 
New  York  and  New  England.  Freight  from  each  direction  was 
being  hauled  round  three  sides  of  a  rectangle.  Finally  in  1878 
a  reasonable  remedy  was  found  in  a  division  of  the  field  and  an 
agreement  to  stop  all  absurdly  circuitous  long  hauls  into  one 
another's  natural  territory.  A  line  was  drawn  through  the 
Northern  states  from  Buffalo  to  Pittsburg  and  Wheeling ;  through 
the  South  from  Chattanooga  by  Montgomery,  Ala.,  to  Pensacola. 
Eastern  lines  were  to  accept  goods  for  shipment  only  from  their 
side  of  this  line  to  points  of  destination  in  the  3outh  also  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  boundary.  Western  competitors  were  to  do 
the  same.  The  result  was  the  recognition  of  natural  rights  of 
each  to  its  territory.  This  agreement  has  now  formed  the  basis 
of  railway  tariffs  into  the  Southern  states  for  almost  a  generation. 
Similar  agreements,  on  a  less  extensive  scale,  are  commonly 
used  to  great  advantage.  Thus  in  the  "common  point"  terri- 
tory formerly  tributary  to  Wilmington,  Savannah  and  Charleston, 
the  first  named  city  insisted  upon  its  right  to  an  equal  rate  with 
the  other  two,  no  matter  how  great  the  disparity  of  distance. 
The  Southern  Railway  and  Steamship  Association  arbitrated 
the  matter,  fixing  a  line  beyond  which  Wilmington  was  to  be 
excluded.'  Obviously  such  agreements  have  no  force  in  law  at 
the  present  time.  The  only  way  to  give  effect  to  them  is  for 
connecting  carriers  to  refuse  to  make  a  joint  through  rate. 
This  effectually  bars  the  traffic.  Moreover  entire  unanimity  of 
action  is  essential.  Every  road  must  be  a  party  to  the  compact. 
Otherwise  the  traffic  will  reach  its  destination  by  shrunken  rates 
and  a  more  circuitous  carriage  even  than  before. 

One  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  in  Austria  and  Germany  with 
the  economic  advantages  of  an  entirely  unified  system  of  opera- 
tion.    No  devious  routing  is  permitted.     Certain  lines  are  des- 

'  Savannah  Freight  Bureau  case,  decided  Dec.  31,  1897,  pp.  10  and  18. 
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ignated  for  the  heavy  through  traffic,  and  concentration  on 
them  is  effected  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  Between  Berlin 
and  Bremen,  for  example,  practically  all  through  traffic  is  routed 
by  three  direct  lines.  No  roundabout  circuits  occur  because  of 
the  complete  absence  of  railway  competition.  No  independent 
lines  have  to  be  placated.  The  sole  problem  is  to  cause  the 
tonnage  to  be  most  directly  and  economically  transported.  And 
this  end  is  constantly  considered  in  all  pooling  or  through-traffic 
arrangements  with  the  railway  systems  independently  operated. 
The  Prussian  pooling  agreements  with  the  Bavarian  railways 
are  typical.  Each  party  to  the  contract  originally  bound 
itself  not  to  route  freight  over  any  line  exceeding  the  shortest 
direct  one  in  distance  by  more  than  twenty  per  cent.  Compare 
this  with  some  of  our  American  examples  of  surplus  haulage  of 
fifty  or  sixty  per  cent !  And  within  the  last  year,  the  renewal 
of  these  interstate  governmental  railway  pools  in  Germany  has 
provided  for  a  reduction  of  excessive  haulage  to  lo  per  cent. 
The  problem  of  economical  operation  in  Austria-Hungary  with 
its  mixed  governmental  and  private  railways  is  more  difficult. 
But  no  arrangements  are  permitted  which  result  in  such  wastes 
as  we  have  instanced  under  circumstances  of  unlimited  compe- 
tition in  the  United  States. 

A  more  consistent  enforcement  of  the  long  and  short  haul 
principle  might  provide  a  remedy  almost  as  effective  as  pool- 
ing. The  Alabama  Midland  decision  nullified  a  salutary  provi- 
sion of  the  law  of  1887  by  holding  that  railway  competition  at 
the  more  distant  point  might  create  such  dissimilarity  of  cir- 
cumstances as  to  justify  a  higher  rate  to  intermediate  stations. 
Turn  to  our  diagram  on  page  399  and  observe  the  effect. 
Traffic  around  two  sides  of  a  triangle  from  A  to  C  by  way  of 
B  is  carried  at  a  rate  equal  to  the  charge  for  the  direct  haul 
from  A  to  C ;  or  it  may  be  even  at  a  lower  differential  rate. 
Complaint  arises  from  the  intermediate  points  y  and  x  of  rela- 
tively unreasonable  charges.  The  roundabout  route  replies 
with  the  usual  argument  about  a  small  contribution  toward  fixed 
charges  from  the  long  haul  tonnage,  which  lessens  the  burden 
upon  the  intermediate  rate.  This  is  cogent  enough  up  to  a 
certain  point.     It  might  justify  a  lower  rate  to  D,  on  the  natural 
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division  line  of  territory.  It  might  be  defensible  on  principle  to 
accord  D  a  lower  rate  than  x  or  possibly  even  than  y.  To 
deny  the  validity  of  lower  rates  to  z  or  C  would  however  at  once 
follow  from  the  same  premises. 

Suppose  a  long  and  short  haul  clause  to  be  reenacted,  exemp- 
tion from  its  provisions  to  be  granted  only  by  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  what  would  be  the  result?     This  body 
roughly  determining  the  location  of  D,  a  natural  division  point, 
would  then  refuse  to  permit  A  B,  B  C  .to  charge  less  to  either 
z   or   C    than  to  any   intermediate  point  x  B  or  y.     Coinci- 
dently  it  would  bar  the  other  road  A  C,  C  B  from  any  lower 
through  rate  to  points  beyond  D,  such  as  x,  B  or  y  than  to  any 
intermediate  station.     Tivo  courses  would  be  open  to  the  roads. 
They  must  either  mutually  withdraw  from  all  business  beyond 
D  or  reduce  their  rates  to  all  intermediate  points  correspond- 
ingly.    In  a  sparsely  settled  region  with  little  local  business, 
they  might  conceivably  choose  the  latter  expedient.     But  in  the 
vast  majority  of  cases  the  roads  would  prefer  to  withdraw  from 
the  unreasonably  distant  fields.^     Simultaneously  taken  by  each 
line  such  action  would  put  an  end  to  the  economic  waste.     At 
the  same  time  it  would  terminate  one  of  the  most  persistent 
causes  of  rebates  and  personal  favoritism.     To  be  sure  it  would 
generally  operate  in  favor  of  the  strong,  direct  lines  as  against 
the  weak  and  roundabout  ones.     Great  benefit  would  accrue  to 
the  Pennsylvania,  the  Illinois  Central  or  the  Union  Pacific  rail- 
roads.    The  activities  of  the  parasitic  roads  and  the  scope  of 
parasitic  operations  by  the  substantial  roads  would  inevitably  be 
curtailed.     Much  justice  would  be  done  and  much  local  irrita- 
tion and  popular  discontent  would  be  allayed. 

William  Z.  Ripley. 

Harvard  University. 

*  This  problem  is  involved  in  the  Voungstown-Pitlsburg  case  already  mentioned. 
In  the  original  Louisville  and  Nashville  decision  the  Commission  apparently  preferred 
to  encourage  competition  even  at  the  risk  of  its  being  roundabout  and  "  illegitimate.*' 
But  after  the  railway  attorneys  expanded  the  **  rare  and  peculiar**  cases  to  cover  all 
kinds  of  competition,  the  Commission  apparently  regretted  its  earlier  position.  Cf, 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  Reports,  vol.  i,  p.  82,  and  vol.  v,  p.  389;  and 
especially  the  brief  of  Ed.  Baxter,  Esq.,  in  the  Alabama  Midland  case,  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court,  Oct.  term,  1896,  no.  563,  p.  118. 


THE   EIGHT   HOUR   AND   PREVAILING   RATE 
MOVEMENT   IN   NEW   YORK   STATE' 

I 

THE  history  of  the  eight  hour  and  prevailing  rate  move- 
ment in  New  York  state  extends  back  almost  to  the  middle 
of  the  last  century.  Its  beginnings  are  obscured  in  the  im- 
perfect records  of  early  labor  union  activity.  The  first  accounts 
of  labor  meetings  contain  references  to  shorter  hours  of  labor 
and  the  subject  reappears  over  and  over  again  in  their  later 
records. 

In  the  early  fall  of  1867  a  convention  of  the  National  Labor 
Union  was  held  in  New  York  city.  Delegates  were  present  from 
ten  eastern  and  central  states.  They  are  reported  to  have  de- 
voted their  time  to  discussing  questions  of  wages  and  of  strikes. 
New  York  was  officially  represented  in  this  convention  and  its 
delegates  took  a  leading  part  in  the  discussions.  In  1 869  a 
report  records  the  existence  of  thirty-nine  "  protective  or  trade 
unions  "  of  considerable  strength  in  New  York  city,  while  "  only 
a  few  years  ago  "  the  pnly  unions  of  importance  were  the  Typo- 
graphical Union  and  the  unions  of  bricklayers  and  plasterers. 
To  emphasize  the  value  of  efficient  organization  the  report 
shows  that  the  plasterers  worked  forty-eight  hours  a  week  at 
$4.50  a  day,  while  bakers,  who  were  not  organized,  worked  120 
hours  a  week  for  $5.00  a  week.  In  1870  the  number  of  or- 
ganizations was  reported  to  be  350,  many  of  them  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition.  Mass  meetings  were  frequently  held  at  Cooper 
Institute  and  in  other  halls  to  promote  organization  and  to 
agitate  the  questions  of  wages  and  of  hours  of  labor.  These 
meetings  were  reported  in  some  of  the  papers  of  the  period  as 
"large  and  enthusiastic"  and  as  devoted  to  agitating  for  an 
increase  of  wages  and  a  shortening  of  the  hours  of  labor. 
Other  contemporary  accounts   declare  that,  while  they  were 

^  Ths  writer  of  this  article  takes  pleasure  in  acknowledging  financial  assbtance  re- 
ceived from  the  Carnegie  Institute  to  aid  him  in  the  preparation  of  this  article. 
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reported  with  enthusiasm,  they  were  in  fact  "  regular  stated 
meetings  of  the  organizations,"  and  that  the  agitation  was  "  more 
apparent  than  real."  A  reporter  for  one  paper  refers  to  in- 
stances in  his  own  experience.  One  was  a  meeting  of  shoe- 
makers where  the  attendance  was  fourteen,  and  another  was  a 
meeting  of  horseshoers  where  half  an  hour  after  the  time  adver- 
tised for  the  opening  there  were  nine  men  in  a  hall  that  would 
seat  fifty.  Such  experiences  may  have  been  exceptional,  or  the 
reports  may  have  been  exaggerated.  But  whether  we  take  the 
word  of  sypathizers  or  of  critics  of  these  early  organizations,  it 
is  clear  that  wages  and  hours  of  labor  were  the  principal  sub- 
jects of  discussion. 

The  New  York  State  Workingmen's  Assembly  was  organized 
in  1865.  From  its  inception  its  main  object  has  been  to  secure 
legislation  favorable  to  the  interests  of  its  members.  From  the 
outset  a  special  committee  lias  been  maintained  whose  duty  it 
has  been  to  be  present  at  Albany  during  the  sessions  of  the 
legislature,  to  take  charge  of  all  bills  in  which  tlic  organization 
was  interested  and  to  exert  such  influence  as  it  could  to  secure 
the  enactment  of  such  bills  into  law.  The  Workingmen's 
Assembly  has  thus  been  an  important  factor  in  shaping  the 
labor  legislation  of  the  state.  In  the  very  first  of  their  legisla- 
tive programs  appears  the  demand  for  an  eight-hour  day. 
Soon  was  added  the  demand  for  payment  of  wages  at  the  pre- 
vailing rate,  and  these  two  demands  have  been  repeated  in  every 
program  since. 

The  first  effort  to  regulate  wages  in  the  state  appears  as  early 
as  1777.  In  that  year  a  law  was  passed  styled  **  An  act  to 
regulate  wages  of  mechanics  and  laborers,  the  prices  of  goods 
and  commodities  and  the  charges  of  inn-holders,  within  this 
state,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned."  The  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  passage  of  this  act  were  briefly  these. 
A  resolution  had  been  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  in  accordance  with  which  a  convention  of  New  England 
and  middle  states  met  and  resolved  to  regulate  "  the  whole  mat- 
ter" referred  to  in  the  title  of  the  act.  It  was  the  desire  to 
carry  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  convention  that  led  to  the 
passage  of  this  law.     On  the  ground  that  the  other  states  repre- 
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sented  in  the  convention  did  not  enact  and  enforce  similar  laws» 
New  York  repealed  its  statute  at  the  next  legislative  session* 
This  law  not  only  determined  the  rate  of  wages  but  also  fixed 
the  prices  of  a  long  list  of  staple  commodities.  This  first  effort 
to  regulate  wages  belongs  properly  to  a  former  period,  of  which 
it  stands  as  a  relic.  It  is  an  American  example  of  the  legisla- 
tion dating  from  the  days  of  Elizabeth  which  was  still  nom- 
inally in  force  in  England  at  the  time  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. 

The  present  movement  really  begins  with  a  statute  passed  in 
1867  which  regulated  the  hours  of  labor  in  the  following  terms: 
**  Eight  hours  of  labor,  between  the  rising  and  setting  of  the 
sun,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  a  legal  day's  work,  in  all 
cases  of  labor  and  service  by  the  day,  where  there  is  no  contract 
or  agreement  to  the  contrary,"  but  "  farm  or  agricultural  labor 
or  service  by  the  year,  month  or  week"  was  exempted.  No 
person,  however,  was  to  be  "  prevented  by  anything  herein  con- 
tained from  working  as  many  hours  over  time  or  extra' work,  as 
he  or  she  may  see  fit,  the  compensation  to  be  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  employer  and  the  employee." 

In  the  later  sixties  the  papers  record  a  large  number  of 
strikes  in  different  trades  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  en- 
forcement of  the  eight-hour  law.  These  strikes,  according  to 
a  reported  statement  of  one  of  the  early  officers,  were  as  a  rule 
not  successful.  In  1 868  the  Workingmen's  Assembly  passed  a 
resolution  calling  for  the  repeal  of  the  special  contract  clause  of 
the  law.  This  demand  was  complied  with  by  the  legislature  in 
1870.     The  law  then  read: 

Eight  hours  shall  constitute  a  legal  day's  work  for  all  classes  of  mechan- 
ics, workingmen  and  laborers,  excepting  those  engaged  in  &,rm  and 
domestic  labor;  but  overwork  for  an  extra  compensation  by  agree- 
ment between  employer  and  employee  is  hereby  permitted.  .  .  . 
This  act  shall  apply  to  all  mechanics,  workingmen  and  laborers  now  or 
hereafter  employed  by  the  state  or  any  municipal  corporation  therein , 
through  its  agents  or  officers,  or  in  the  employ  of  persons  contracting^ 
with  the  state  or  such  corporation  for  performance  of  public  work. 

While  the  law  was  made  more  definite  so  far  as  the  eight- 
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hour  limit  was  concerned,  it  was  to  be  applied  only  in  cases 
where  work  was  done  by  or  for  the  state  or  a  municipal  corpor- 
ation. And  even  here  "overwork"  by  agreement  was  per- 
mitted. The  gain  in  clearness  of  definition  was  thus  secured  at 
the  expense  of  breadth  of  •  application.  ^Yet  it  was  regarded  as 
a  substantial  gain  by  the  organizations,  for  it  seemed  now  as 
though  it  would  be  possible  to  enforce  its  provisions.  Despite 
all  efforts  to  secure  further  change  the  law  remained  unmodified 
for  twenty-four  years.  During  this  time  there  were,  however, 
repeated  calls  for  amendment  in  order  to  provide  for  enforce- 
ment. In  ^894  another  clause  was  added  in  the  following 
terms : 

All  such  mechanics,  workingmen  and  laborers  so  employed  shall  re- 
ceive not  less  than  the  prevailing  rate  of  wages  in  the  respective  trades 
or  callings  in  which  such  mechanics,  workingmen  or  laborers  are  em- 
ployed in  said  locality.  And  in  all  such  employment,  none  but  citizens 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  employed  by  the  state  or  any  municipal 
corporation  thereof,  and  every  contract  hereafter  made  by  the  state  or 
any  municipal  corporation  for  the  performance  of  public  work  must 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  this  section. 

Five  years  later  an  amendment  was  passed  requiring  con- 
tractors to  stipulate  in  all  public  contracts  that  labor  shall  be 
performed  in  accordance  with  the  eight-hour  and  prevailing 
rate  provision  of  the  law.'  The  particulars  of  the  contract  are 
so  fully  stated  that  twelve  lines  of  the  original  law  are  expanded 
in  the  new  law  to  thirty-seven.  It  was  also  made  a  penal  offence 
to  employ  laborers  except  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  law. 

The  law  requiring  the  payment  of  wages  at  the  prevailing 
rate  was  the  final  fruit  of  earlier  and  more  special  legislation. 
In  1888  a  bill,  known  as  the  Locktenders'  bill,  was  introduced 
by  the  representatives  of  organized  labor.  It  provided  for  a 
fixed  rate  of  wages  of  two  dollars  a  day  for  the  tenders  of  canal 
locks.     The  bill  was  not  passed.    -After  several  conferences 

*  Exceptions  were  made  in  the  following  year  in  cases  of  "  persons  regularly  em* 
ployed  in  state  institutions  "  and  of  "  engineers,  electricians  and  eleyator  men  in  the 
department  of  public  buildings  during  the  annual  session  of  the  legislature.** 
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between  the  legislators  and  the  labor  representatives,  the  latter 
decided  to  urge  a  bill  the  provisions  of  which  should  be  ex- 
tended so  as  to  include  all  the  employees  of  the  state.  This 
revised  bill  was  pushed  more  vigorously  than  the  former  one. 
In  the  annual  convention  of  the  Workingmeu^  Assembly  the 
bill  was  endorsed  by  resolution  and  the  legislative  committee 
was  instructed  to  use  its  influence.  At  the  session  0L1889  the 
bill,  known  as  the  "  Two  Dollar  a  Day  bill,"  was  declared  by  the 
labor  organizations  to  be  "  the  principal  labor  bill  before  the 
legislature."  Mass  meetings  were  held  in  several  large  cities 
and  resolutions  endorsing  the  measure  were  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  committees  of  both  houses  and  the  governor  held 
largely  attended  hearings  on  the  bill.  As  a  consequence  of  the 
agitation  it  finally  became  a  law.  Two  years  before  this  a  reso- 
lution had  been  adopted  by  the  labor  organizations  urging  a 
clause  in  a  law  forbidding  the  employment  of  laborers  other 
than  citizens  and  requiring  the  prevailing  rate  of  wages.  The 
part  giving  preference  to  citizens  was  incorporated  in  the  bill 
just  referred  to.  As  passed,  it  provided  that  wages  for  day 
laborers  employed  by  the  state  should  not  be  less  than  two  dol- 
lars a  day  and  **  in  all  cases  where  laborers  are  employed  on 
any  public  work  in  this  state,  preference  shall  be  given  to  citi- 
zens of  the  state  of  New  York."  At  the  session  of  the  legis- 
lature in  the  following  year,  the  section  of  the  law  requiring  the 
two  dollar  a  day  wage  was  repealed,  leaving  in  force  only  the 
provision  in  regard  to  citizenship.  The  labor  leaders  attributed 
the  repeal  of  the  act  to  the  influence  of  **  farmers  and  corpora- 
tions." They  still  persisted  in  their  efforts.  Their  next  move 
was  a  resolution  calling  for  the  substitution  of  the  *'  day  work 
system  "  at  the  prevailing  rate  of  wages  for  the  private  contract 
system  in  all  public  work.  This  they  finally  succeeded  in  secur- 
ing, after  bringing  various  influences  to  bear  on  the  members 
of  the  legislature.  The  regulation  for  the  payment  of  wages 
was  revived  in  1894  in  a  somewhat  different  form,  and  since 
that  time  the  law  has  remained  on  the  statute  books  until  by  the 
decision  of  the  court  it  was  declared  void. 

In  the  codification  of  the  labor  law,  in  1897,  both  matters  were 
dealt  with  in  the  same  section.     Eight  hours  were  declared  to 
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constitute  a  legal  day's  work  for  all  classes  of  employees  except 
fanners  and  domestic  servants,  "  unless  otherwise  provided  by 
law."  An  agreement  would  be  legal  for  overwork  at  an  in- 
creased compensation  except  upon  work  by  or  for  the  state  or 
a  municipal  corporation  or  by  contractors  or  sub-contractors 
therewith.  Each  contract  must  contain  the  stipulation  that  no 
laborer  "  shall  be  permitted  or  required  to  work  more  than  eight 
hours  in  any  one  calendar  day ;  "  and  that  wages  to  be  paid  for 
such  a  day's  labor  upon  public  work  "  or  upon  any  material  to 
-  be  used  upon  or  in  connection  therewith "  must  be  not  less 
than  the  rate  prevailing  in  the  locality.  If  these  stipulations 
did  not  appear  in  a  contract,  the  contract  was  to  be  void.  No 
public  official  was  to  pay  any  money  for  work  done  under  such 
a  contract,  and  a  violation  of  this  clause  was  a  penal  offence. 

II 

This  formulation  of  the  law  was  the  result  of  continued  agita- 
tion and  persistent  effort  on  the  part  of  the  labor  organizations 
of  the  state.  The  law  in  its  early  form  was  ineffective,  as  there 
was  no  means  provided  for  enforcement  and  as  the  generality 
of  its  provisions  made  it  practically  meaningless.  The  codifi- 
cation of  the  law  in  1897,  with  its  definite  statement  of  the  pro- 
visions, presented  the  issue  in  such  a  way  that  it  could  no  longer 
be  evaded.  The  labor  interests  had  the  contractors  at  bay. 
The  law  carried  a  penalty  and  any  one  could  concern  himself  in 
seeing  that  the  penalty  was  enforced.  The  commissioner  of 
labor  reported  in  1900  that  there  were  numerous  complaints  of 
violation  of  this  provision  of  the  law.  The  complaints  were 
investigated  and  many  of  the  cases  turned  over  to  the  local 
district  attorneys  for  prosecution.  The  results  of  these  prose- 
cutions were  not  uniform.  Some  led  to  success,  others  to 
failure.  Roads  were  being  made,  reservoirs  built,  streets  paved, 
sewers  constructed  and  other  public  improvements  carried  to 
completion,  and  the  eight  hour  and  prevailing  rate  provision 
was  not  complied  with.  The  law  was  clear  enough.  It  now 
remained  for  the  courts  to  pass  upon  it;  not  as  to  its  meaning, 
but  as  to  its  constitutionality.  The  struggle,  therefore,  was 
shifted  to  the  courts. 
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A  case  arose  involving  payment  for  overwork  done  between 
1892  and  1894  by  the  drivers  of  the  street  cleaning  department 
in  New  York  city.  The  case  was  decided  under  the  old  law  in 
favor  of  the  workmen.  The  law  permitted  overwork  for  extra 
compensation  by  agreement.  The  overtime  in  this  case  had 
been  done  by  direction  of  the  head  of  the  department.  The 
city's  defense  was  that  no  express  agreement  for  extra  com- 
pensation had  been  made  at  the  time  of  employment.  The 
drivers  claimed  that  an  agreement  was  implied.  The  court  in- 
terpreted the  agreement  as  an  implied  contract  and  binding. 
The  Court  of  Appeals  sustained  this  decision.  As  a  result  797 
drivers  were  awarded  back  pay  amounting  to  $1,336,000  for 
extra  work  over  eight  hours.  In  1899  a  case  arose  under  the 
new  law.  A  laborer  anxious  for  work  was  employed  on  the 
construction  of  recreation  piers  in  New  York  city  at  $2.25  a 
day.  After  working  for  several  months  at  that  rate,  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  union  rate  for  his  work  was  $3.50  a  day.  He 
brought  suit  for  the  difference  in  wages  and  for  overtime,  a  total 
of  $170.50,  and  was  awarded  the  amount  with  costs.  A  case 
in  1900  brought  from  the  court  a  statement  of  the  intent  and 
purpose  of  the  law  as  follows : 

The  policy  of  the  law  is  that  laborers  .  .  ,  employed  upon  public 
work  shall  receive  the  prevailing  rate  of  wages  .  .  .  That  policy  is  just 
as  important  with  respect  to  men  who  are  employed  by  a  city  .  .  .  The 
intent  is  to  insure  ...  the  same  amount  of  wages  which  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  pay  to  secure  the  services  of  other  men  at  the  same 
sort  of  work  ...  in  the  same  locality. 

The  provision  concerning  the  prevailing  rate  was  the  first  to 
come  to  a  final  issue  before  the  Court  of  Appeals.  The  sub- 
stance of  the  decision  may  be  concisely  stated  as  follows.  First, 
the  whole  contention  must  be  in  regard  to  the  validity  of  the 
law.  If  valid,  its  insertion  in  a  contract  is  not  necessary,  since 
all  contracts  are  assumed  to  be  made  subject  to  the  limitations 
of  existing  laws.  If  not  valid,  its  insertion  in  a  contract  does 
not  make  it  valid.  Second,  a  municipal  officer  directing  a  local 
improvement  is  not  an  agent  of  the  state,  but  of  the  city  alone ; 
and  the  state  legislature  cannot  limit  the  right  of  self-govern- 
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ment  of  a  city  by  interfering  in  its  contracts,  since  this  right  is 
protected  by  constitutional  guarantee.  Third,  public  expendi- 
tures can  be  for  city  purposes  only  and  the  legislature  cannot 
require  a  city  to  frame  its  contracts  in  the  interests  of  indi- 
viduals or  classes.  Where  that  is  done,  it  amounts  to  depriving 
a  citizen  of  property  without  due  process  of  law.  The  dissent- 
ing opinion  differed  mainly  on  the  question  of  the  relation  of 
the  city  to  the  state.  It  affirmed  the  right  of  the  state,  as  a 
proprietor,  to  prescribe  the  conditions  of  contracts  into  which 
its  agents  may  enter;  and  furthermore  asserted  that  a  municipal 
corporation  is,  so  far  as  its  purely  municipal  relations  are  con- 
cerned, simply  an  agent  of  the  state  for  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  government.*  The  result  of  the  decision  was  to  anuU 
that  part  of  the  law  which  required  payment  of  wages  at  the 
prevailing  rate  for  municipal  improvements  made  for  the  city 
by  contractors.^ 

These  decisions  left  the  eight-hour  clause  technically  unde- 
cided. Yet  a  strong  suspicion  of  its  unconstitutionality  pre- 
vailed. The  reason  for  failure  in  bringing  many  contractors  to 
trial  was  the  difficulty  in  securing  a  true  bill  from  a  grand  jury. 
The  theory  underlying  the  two  clauses  was  the  same,  they  in- 
sisted, and  if  one  clause  was  unconstitutional  the  other  must  be. 
Upon  request  from  the  grand  jury  for  instructions  upon  the 
point  the  court  replied:  "That  law,  I  think,  when  the  test 
comes,  will  be  declared  unconstitutional  .  .  .  and  if  such  a  case 
comes  before  you  I  would  advise  you  to  refuse  to  indict  because 
any  indictment  here  brought  would  be  set  aside  by  this  court." 
Such  was  the  feeling  before  the  matter  was  brought  to  final 
issue,  and  because  of  it  several  indictments  were  dismissed. 

A  beginning  was  made  in  the  contention  over  the  eight-hour 
clause  in  an  effort  to  stop  the  payment  of  bills  due  the  Munici- 

^  An  extended  account  of  this  case  may  be  found  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  LaboTf  N.  Y.,  Mar.,  1901,  pp.  45-61.  People  ex  rel,  Rodgers  v.  Coler, 
166  N.Y.,  I. 

'A  previous  case  (Garke  v.  State  of  New  York,  142  N.  Y.,  loi)  had  affirmed  the 
law  so  far  as  work  done  for  the  state  was  concerned.  In  1904  it  was  held  (Ryan  v, 
Oty  of  N.  Y.,  177  N.  Y.  Rep.,  271)  that  the  law  was  constitutional  when  applied  to 
workingmen  in  the  direct  employment  of  the  city. 
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pal  Gas  Company  of  Albany  for  gas  used  in  public  buildings^ 
on  the  ground  that  the  gas  was  made  by  workmen  who  worked 
more  than  eight  hours.  The  attorney  general  gave  an  opinion 
to  the  effect  that  the  law  was  valid.  The  company  appealed  to 
the  courts.  The  decision  of  the  latter  was  in  favor  of  the  gas 
company  on  the  ground  that  the  law  applied  to  public  work 
which  meant  virtually  construction  work.  The  supplying  of 
gas  and  electricity  cannot  be  construed  as  in  any  sense  a  con- 
tract involving  **  labor"  on  "  public  work."  Gas  and  electricity, 
incandescent  and  carbon  lamps,  declared  the  court,  are  market- 
able commodities,  articles  of  common  merchandise,  just  as  are 
brick  or  stone.  In  1903  the  Court  of  Appeals  held  unconstitu- 
tional the  section  of  the  penal  code  which  affixed  a  penalty  for 
violating  the  provision  of  the  labor  law.'  Thus  one  of  the  most 
efficient  means  for  enforcing  the  law  was  removed.  Yet  the 
attorney  general  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  decision  did  not 
affect  in  any  way  the  validity  of  the  labor  law  itself.  The  ques- 
tion finally  came  before  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  was  decided 
squarely  on  its  merits.  The  principle  of  the  Rodgers  case  was 
applied  and  the  eight-hour  section  declared  unconstitutional. 
It  was  thought  by  many  that  the  law  might  be  upheld ;  for  the 
personnel  of  the  court  had  changed  since  the  former  decision, 
and  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  had  in  the  meantime  up- 
held the  Kansas  eight-hour  law.  Yet  the  precedent  in  the 
former  case  was  followed.  In  substance  the  decision  set  forth 
the  same  principle  as  in  the  Rodgers  case,  declaring  that  the 
law  and  constitution  of  New  York  assure  the  municipality  a 
certain  degree  of  independence  and  this  independence  may  not 
be  infringed  by  the  legislature.  Two  justices  dissented  on  the 
ground  that  there  were  important  distinctions  between  the  two 
requirements  and  that  the  requirement  in  question  was  sound, 
being  a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power  in  the  interest  of  the 
public  welfare.  As  in  the  Rodgers  case,  the  decision  applied 
only  to  contractors  doing  work  for  municipal  corporations.' 
This  decision  was  supported  by  five  of  the  seven  justices.     Yet 

*  People  V.  Orange  County  Road  Construction  Company,  175  N.  Y.  Rep.,  84. 

*  People  ex  rel,  Cossey  v.  Grout. 
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they  came  to  the  conclusion  by  different  courses  of  reasoning, 
some  holding  that  the  rights  of  municipal  corporations  were  in- 
vaded; others  that  the  property  of  the  contractor  was  con- 
fiscated. 

Ill 

After  the  change  made  in  1870,  the  statute  that  remained 
in  force  applied  only  to  laborers  on  public  work.  Yet  many 
trades  were  desirous  of  invoking  the  law  to  restrict  hours  of 
labor.  This  effort,  however,  did  not  take  the  form  of  a  general 
movement.  Several  trades,  well  organized  and  anxious  for 
further  advantages,  engaged  in  separate  endeavors  to  secure 
laws  favorable  to  themselves.  The  several  laws  secured  in  this 
way  constitute  a  considerable  portion  of  the  labor  law  of  the  state. 
Among  the  special  trades  that  have  at  various  times  received 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  legislature  are  plumbers,  rail- 
way employees,  brick  makers,  stone  cutters,  bakers,  barbers, 
horseshoers,  engineers  and  drug  clerks.  As  a  rule  the  laws 
passed  have  been  in  the  direction  of  restricting  the  number  of 
hours  of  work  in  these  trades,  and  in  some  cases  provision  has 
been  made  for  licensing  the  workmen  or  granting  certificates 
after  an  examination  by  a  specially  constituted  board.  The 
bakers'  law  provided  for  inspection  of  bake  shops,  in  addition 
to  limiting  the  number  of  hours  of  work.  The  laws  in  some 
cases  were  passed  only  after  ten  years  of  most  persistent  effort. 
This  was  true  especially  in  the  case  of  the  law  applying  to  rail- 
way employees  and  to  stone  cutters.  Seldom  did  the  laws  en- 
acted include  all  that  was  desired.  The  stone  cutters'  law,  for 
instance,  provided  that  all  stone  for  state  or  municipal  works 
should  be  cut  within  the  state  and,  when  possible,  on  the  grounds 
where  the  construction  work  was  being  done.  This  law  was 
passed  in  1894.  In  1898  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  was 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  a  depot  at  Albany.  The  Work- 
ingmen's  Federation  backed  a  bill  requiring  all  stone  for  that 
building  to  be  cut  in  Albany,  by  union  labor  and  at  the  union 
schedule  of  wages  and  hours.  Although  pushed  with  vigor  the 
bill  was  not  passed. 

The  attitude  of  the  courts  toward  this  line  of  legislation,  as 
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indicated  by  recent  decisions,  has  tended  to  check  the  zeal  with 
which  the  bills  have  been  urged.  In  1904  the  law  pertaining 
to  horseshoers  was  held  to  be  unconstitutional.  As  a  type  of 
some  of  the  special  trade  legislation  of  the  state,  it  may  be 
explained  somewhat  in  detail.  The  law  required  that  all 
journeymen  or  master  horseshoers  should  be  examined  by 
a  state  board.  This  board  consisted  of  one  veterinarian, 
two  master  horseshoers  and  two  journeymen  horseshoers, 
all  to*  be  citizens  of  the  state  and  residents  of  the  cities 
of  the  state,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  for  a  term 
of  five  years.  A  person  was  qualified  to  take  the  examination 
provided  he  had  served  an  apprenticeship  for  at  least  three 
years.  The  board  then  was  empowered,  if  the  candidate  passed 
the  examination,  to  issue  a  certificate  which  served  as  evidence 
of  fitness.  This  certificate  was  then  to  be  registered  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  the  applicant  intended 
to  ply  his  trade.  A  fee  of  five  dollars  was  to  be  paid  at  the  time 
of  the  application  for  the  examination  and  a  fee  of  twenty-five 
cents  on  filing  the  certificate  in  the  county  clerk's  office.  This 
law  was  annulled  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  appellate  divi- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court.  Two  arguments  were  advanced  in 
favor  of  the  law.  One  held  that  the  regulation  of  the  trade  was 
properly  a  matter  for  state  supervision  and  came  within  the 
police  power ;  the  other,  that  the  law  was  in  support  of  the 
effort  to  prevent  cruelty  to  animals.  The  decision  did  not 
recognize  the  validity  of  either  argument. 

It  does  not  seem  that  this  regulation  tends  to  promote  the  public  weal 
along  any  of  the  lines  upon  which  the  exercise  of  the  police  power  in 
various  cases  which  have  arisen  has  been  made  to  rest.  •  •  *  It  is 
difficult  indeed  to  see  how  the  regulation  of  shoeing  horses  has  any  ten- 
dency to  promote  the  health,  comfort,  safety  and  welfare  of  society. 

Touching  cruelty  to  animals,  the  court  said :  "  Laws  prohibit- 
ing cruelty  to  animals  and  providing  in  considerable  detail  for 
the  exercise  of  power  necessary  to  secure  that  result  have 
found  a  place  upon  the  statute  books  and  been  enforced  by  the 
courts  for  many  years,  and  numerous  convictions  have  been  had 
under  such  statutes." 
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The  plumbers  have  fared  better  at  the  hands  of  the  courts 
than  have  the  horseshoers.  Their  law  provided  for  a  board  of 
examiners  from  whom  certificates  must  be  secured.  The  board 
was  to  work  in  cooperation  with  boards  of  health  and  with 
engineers  of  sewers.  The  main  points  of  this  law  have  been 
upheld  by  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

The  bake  shop  law  has  recently  attracted  the  greatest  amount 
of  attention.  This  law  provided  for  inspection  of  bake  shops 
and  made  regulations  intended  to  improve  sanitary  conditions. 
It  also  provided  that  no  employee  should  be  "  required  or  per- 
mitted "  to  work  more  than  ten  hours  a  day.  From  the  outset 
the  fight  to  secure  these  regulations  was  a  determined  one  on 
both  sides.  The  commissioner  of  labor  earnestly  recommended 
it.  Both  state  and  national  labor  organizations  used  all  their 
influence  in  support  of  it.  Finally,  in  1895,  the  law  was  passed. 
It  was  the  first  state  law  of  its  kind  and  attracted  attention  as 
"  pioneer  legislation."  The  law  almost  immediately  became  the 
subject  of  litigation.  The  clause  upon  which  the  legal  battle 
centered  was  that  which  declared  that  an  employer  should 
neither  require  nor  permit  an  employee  to  work  longer  than 
ten  hours  a  day.  From  one  court  to  another  in  the  state  sys- 
tem the  case  was  carried,  and  the  decisions  were  in  support  of 
the  provision  of  the  law  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  proper  ex- 
ercise of  the  police  power.  When  finally  the  Court  of  Appeals 
sustained  the  decision  of  the  lower  courts,  the  issue  was  looked 
upon  as  closed.  .  But  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  on  the  ground  that  there  was  an  interference 
with  the  liberties  granted  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the 
fourteenth  amendment.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  framing  the 
law  an  effort  was  made  to  prevent  overtime  work  performed  in 
accordance  with  special  agreements.  The  opportunity  afforded 
for  overtime  work  by  special  agreement  between  employer  and 
employee  had  been  the  loop  hole  in  many  of  the  former  laws. 
The  employer  could  nearly  always  succeed  in  inducing  his  em- 
ployees to  work  overtime.  To  make  such  an  arrangement  im- 
possible, an  employer  was  not  only  not  to  require  overtime  work 
but  he  was  not  to  permit  it.  By  a  vote  of  five  to  four  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  decided  that 
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this  provision  was  an  infringement  on  the  right  of  a  citizen  to 
contract  for  any  length  of  day  that  seemed  to  him  best,  and 
that  such  infringement  was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  bring 
it  within  the  police  power  of  the  state.  This  appears  in  the 
words  of  the  decision  as  follows : 

Statutes  of  the  nature  of  that  under  review,  limiting  the  hours  in  which 
grown  and  intelligent  men  may  labor  to  earn  their  living,  are  mere 
meddlesome  interferences  with  the  rights  of  the  individual,  and  they 
are  not  saved  from  condemnation  by  the  claim  that  they  are  passed  in 
the  exercise  of  the  police  power  and  upon  the  subject  of  the  health  of 
the  individual  whose  rights  are  interfered  with,  unless  there  be  some 
iaAi  ground,  reasonable  in  and  of  itself,  to  say  that  there  is  material 
danger  to  the  public  health  or  to  the  health  of  the  employee  if  the 
hours  of  labor  are  not  curtailed.  If  this  be  not  clearly  the  case,  the 
individuals  whose  rights  are  thus  made  the  subject  of  legislative  inter- 
ference are  under  the  protection  of  the  federal  constitution  regarding 
their  liberty  of  contract  as  well  as  of  person ;  and  the  legislature  of  the 
state  has  no  power  to  limit  their  right  as  proposed  in  the  statute. 

In  the  matter  of  providing  for  clean  and  healthful  conditions  of 
labor,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  the  provisions  made 
for  inspection  were  quite  sufficient. 

Looking  at  this  decision  from  the  view-point  of  existing  con- 
ditions rather  than  legal  theory,  workmen  reason  about  it  as 
follows :  When  applying  for  work  a  workman  is  informed  that 
the  work  day  is  more  than  ten  hours.  If  he  insists  that  ten 
hours  is  all  he  can  work  he  is  informed  that  there  is  no  place 
for  him.  If  he  is  already  employed  and  insists  on  cutting  his 
time  down  to  ten  hours,  he  is  informed  that  his  services  are  no 
longer  needed.  Thus  he  finds  himself  helpless  when  he  en- 
deavors by  individual  action  to  secure  a  ten-hour  day.  By 
uniting  their  efforts  workmen  invoke  the  aid  of  the  law  to  de- 
prive the  employer  of  the  advantage  he  has  in  consequence  of 
the  large  supply  of  labor.  To  secure  just  what  they  all  want, 
namely  the  ability  to  resist  the  employer  in  his  effort  to  main- 
tain a  longer  work  day,  they  induce  the  legislature  to  enjoin  the 
employer  from  permitting  his  workmen  to  labor  more  than  ten 
hours.  This  was  the  legal  phraseology  by  which  the  employer 
was  to  be  deprived  of  the  ability  to  "  induce  **  his  workmen  to 
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favor  a  longer  day.  The  state  courts  appreciated  the  practical 
features  of  the  situation.  But  the  federal  court  seems  to  the 
workmen  of  the  state  to  have  brushed  these  practical  considera- 
tions aside,  to  have  listened  only  to  the  arguments  of  the  em- 
ployers and  to  have  been  convinced  that  the  employee  was 
suffering  a  grievous  wrong  in  being  deprived  of  his  constitu- 
tional right  of  freedom  of  contract.  Thus  they  feel  that  in 
sustaining  them  in  their  abstract  right,  the  court  has  actually 
deprived  them  of  the  power  to  secure  what  they  really  most 
desire.  Had  they  themselves  appealed  to  the  court,  the  court 
might  reasonably  have  held  that  their  rights  were  in  danger  of 
infringement.  But  they  did  not  make  the  appeal,  they  were 
satisfied  and  had  no  feeling  that  their  rights  were  invaded  by 
the  law.  They  consequently  conclude  that  the  court  has  failed 
to  give  fair  consideration  to  the  practical  exigencies  of  the 
situation.  They  were,  therefore,  both  surprised  and  chagrined 
at  the  outcome  of  the  appeal.' 

While  these  various  efforts  have  been  made  to  restrict  by  law 
the  number  of  hours  that  shall  constitute  a  day's  work,  the 
leaders  of  the  movement  have  been  making  every  effort  to  ac- 
complish the  same  result  by  inducing  all  laborers  to  refuse  to 
work  longer  than  eight  hours.  This  has  proved  to  be  rather  a 
difficult  task.  It  is  a  comparatively  easy  matter  to  induce  an 
organization  at  its  regular  meeting  to  adopt  resolutions  against 
a  longer  day  and  to  enjoin  its  members  from  working  longer 
than  the  prescribed  time.  Yet  to  hold  the  individual  members 
to  the  agreement  after  the  meeting  has  adjourned  is  a  task 
usually  beyond  the  powers  of  the  labor  leaders.  The  serious- 
ness of  the  matter,  in  the  minds  of  the  leaders,  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  statement,  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Aiperican  Federation  of  Labor : 

We  advise  strongly  against  the  practice  which  now  exists  in  some  in- 
dustries of  working  overtime,  beyond  the  established  hours  of  labor. 

'  The  New  York  Slate  Bulletin  has  pointed  out  in  connection  with  the  decisions  on 
the  law  by  the  various  courts  that  twenty-two  judges  have  voted  at  one  time  or  an- 
other on  this  case,  and  that  twelve  of  these  have  cast  their  votes  in  favor  of  the  validity 
of  the  law. 
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...  It  is  an  instigator  to  the  basest  selfishness,  a  radical  violation  of 
union  principles,  and  ...  it  tends  to  set  back  the  general  movement 
for  an  eight-hour  day. 

The  eight-hour  day  is  one  of  the  most  important  articles  in  the 
creed  of  organized  labor.  No  opportunity  for  applying  it  either 
in  a  locality  or  in  a  special  trade  is  ever  lost.  As  one  reads  the 
reports  of  conventions,  the  addresses  of  leaders  and  the  articles 
in  the  labor  press,  it  becomes  obvious  that  the  policy  will  be 
pushed  to  the  end,  by  trade  agreements  when  possible,  by  legis- 
lation when  practicable  and  by  strikes  when  necessary. 

IV 
The  agitation  for  the  eight-hour  day  in  special  trades  was  for 
the  time  completely  discouraged  by  the  decision  of  the  court  in 
regard  to  the  law  dealing  with  contract  labor  on  public  work. 
With  such  a  decision  on  record  no  progress  could  be  made. 
The  only  way  out  of  the  difficulty  was  to  change  the  funda- 
mental law  of  the  state  in  such  a  way  as  to  overcome  the  objec- 
tions of  the  court  against  the  law.  The  machinery  of  the  state 
organizations  was  accordingly  at  once  set  in  operation  to  accom- 
plish this  result.  Other  important  measures  were  for  the  time 
laid  aside.  All  organizations  were  interested.  The  state  fed- 
eration became  the  champion  of  the  cause,  and  all  its  various 
departments  were  set  in  operation.  Resolutions  were  adopted. 
Legislators  were  interviewed.  Local  organizations  sent  resolu- 
tions to  their  respective  representatives  at  Albany.  Finally  the 
resolution  for  amendment  of  the  constitution  was  adopted.  As 
the  prescribed  process  of  amendment  of  the  state  constitution 
requires  that  a  resolution  shall  pass  the  legislature  twice  before 
it  may  be  submitted  to  popular  vote,  the  first  vote  of  the  legis- 
lature adopting  the  resolution  was  only  a  beginning.  The  men 
immediately  interested  kept  busily  at  work  in  the  interval. 
When  the  time  for  the  second  legislative  action  came,  they  were 
on  hand.  The  second  vote  was  favorable,  and  at  the  last  gen- 
eral election  the  matter  was  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the  state. 
As  voting  on  amendments  goes  in  the  state,  the  advocates  of 
the  measure  had  everything  in  their  favor.  While  the  vote  on 
the  amendment  fell  far  short  of  that  cast  for  the  candidates,  yet 
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the  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  safe  margin  of  two  to  one 
of  the  votes  cast,*  and  is  now  a  part  of  the  constitution  of  the 
state.  The  amendment  is  inserted  in  that  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  confers  upon  the  legislature  the  power  to  provide  for 
the  organization  of  cities.  It  adds  to  the  other  powers  of  the 
legislature  in  the  matter  the  following : 

.  .  .  and  the  legislature  may  regulate  and  fix  the  wages  or  salaries, 
the  hours  of  work  or  labor,  and  make  provision  for  the  protection, 
welfare  and  safety  of  persons  employed  by  the  state  or  by  any  county, 
city,  town,  village  or  other  civil  division  of  the  state,  or  by  any  con- 
tractor or  subcontractor  performing  work,  labor  or  services  for  the  state 
or  for  any  county,  city,  town,  village  or  other  civil  division  thereof. 

Such  a  provision  seems  to  overcome  all  the  objections  of  the 
courts.  The  amendment  was  evidently  attached  to  the  clause 
regulating  the  relations  of  cities  to  the  state  in  order  to  over- 
come the  objection  that  the  law  was  an  infringement  upon  the 
rights  of  local  self-government.  Whether  the  amendment  will 
stand  the  test  of  scrutiny  by  the  federal  Supreme  Court  in  the 
light  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  is,  of  course,  a  question  that 
cannot  be  answered.  It  is  certainly  not  beyond  the  bounds  of 
possibility  that  a  case  may  be  referred  to  that  court  for  a  deci- 
sion, since  an  important  part  of  the  reasoning  by  which  the 
state  court  annulled  the  law  rested  on  the  proposition  that  the 
law  was  not  only  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  cities  but  that 
it  was  also  an  infringement  of  the  individual  right  of  the  con- 
tractor, and  that  it  was  legislation  in  favor  of  a  class. 

As  soon  as  the  last  session  of  the  state  legislature  opened  bills 
were  brought  forward  to  meet  the  requirement,  of  the  new  situ- 
ation. After  many  amendments  and  much  discussion  the  old 
law,  so  far  as  it  had  been  repealed,  was  reenacted.  Some 
attempts  were  made  to  obviate  the  defects  which  practice  had 
revealed  in  the  previous  measure.  They  were  abandoned, 
however,  when  confusion  threatened  to  delay  the  bill,  and  no 
important  amendments  were  made.  Some  dissatisfaction  has 
arisen  among  labor  leaders  since  the  law  was  passed  because, 
as  they  say,  it  is  not  properly  enforced.     It  seems  to  have  been 

^  The  entire  vote  on  the  amendment  fell  a  litUe  short  of  5cx>,ooo. 
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overlooked  by  them  that  contracts  made  in  the  old  regime  must 
hold  during  the  period  for  which  they  were  drawn.  No  one 
can,  therefore,  undertake  to  pass  judgment  on  the  new  law  until 
it  has  had  a  fair  trial. 

V 

The  movement  which  has  culminated  in  the  amendment  of 
the  constitution  of  the  state  is  seen  from  the  preceding  sketch 
to  have  advanced  by  a  series  of  distinct  stages.  Each  new 
change  has  been  made  because  of  legal  difficulties  which  have 
been  suggested  by  experience.  In  its  first  form  the  law  was  of 
no  practical  use.  It  reads  as  if  a  bit  of  the  spirit  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  had  invaded  the  legislative  halls  of  the  nineteenth 
and  induced  the  legislators  to  believe  that  a  statement  could 
have  binding  force  when  it  carried  no  penalty  for  its  enforce- 
ment, but  instead  a  clause  opening  the  way  for  evasion.  More 
practically,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  agitators  looked  upon 
the  enactment  as  a  first  gain,  of  no  importance  in  itself  but  of 
considerable  importance  as  a  beginning,  and  that  the  legislators 
considered  it  a  harmless  concession  to  a  very  active  and  deter- 
mined group  of  electors. 

Any  further  limitation  on  the  rights  of  employers  and  em- 
ployees to  determine  for  themselves  the  length  of  the  working 
day  and  the  compensation  therefor  could  of  course  be  made  to 
apply  most  easily  to  those  who  work  for  the  state  or  a  munici- 
pality or  on  public  work  being  done  by  contractors.  This  pro- 
vision of  the  law  being  added,  the  hope  doubtless  was  that  with 
the  state  as  a  model  employer  setting  the  example  of  an  eight- 
hour  day  other  employers  could  the  more  easily  be  induced  to 
follow.  Apparently  the  leaders  of  the  movement  were  surprised 
to  find  that  the  law  was  not  enforced,  that  it  needed  a  sting  in 
order  to  inspire  respect.  Renewed  agitation  secured  the  sting 
in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  penal  code  making  it  a 
crime  to  fail  to  comply  with  the  form  of  contract  described. 
Then  there  was  no  more  evasion.  The  matter  was  brought  to 
an  open  issue  in  the  courts. 

The  decisions  of  the  courts  have  revealed  only  one  important 
difference  between  the  prevailing  and  dissenting  opinions.    This 
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difference  touches  the  relation  of  the  city  to  the  state.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  thought  of  compelling  all  employers  to  adopt 
an  eight-hour  day  with  the  prevailing  rate  of  wages.  On  the 
other  hand  it  was  early  and  positively  decided  that  the  state 
could  prescribe  any  conditions  it  deemed  best  in  regard  to  work 
done  for  the  state.  This  is  a  matter  of  expediency  in  reference 
to  which  the  decision  rests  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  legisla- 
ture. But  could  the  state  compel  a  city  to  have  its  work  done 
after  a  certain  prescribed  manner,  and  further,  could  it  dictate 
a  contract  to  be  adopted  by  the  city  and  its  contractors?  That 
was  the  point  in  contention  before  the  courts.  The  prevailing 
decision  declared  that  by  virtue  of  the  constitutional  relation 
establisherf  between  the  state  and  the  cities  thereof,  a  city  was 
more  than  an  agent  of  the  state.  It  had  powers  and  rights 
which  were  not  subject  to  the  control  of  the  state  legislature. 
The  rights  of  a  city  to  contract  for  its  public  improvements 
after  any  manner  that  seems  best  to  its  officials  is  included  in 
the  rights  that  lie  beyond  the  control  of  the  state  legislature. 
Yet  the  dissenting  opinion  held  with  strong  logic  that  the  city 
was  in  all  respects  an  agent  of  the  state  government.  Its  charter 
emanated  from  the  legislature.  It  had  no  powers  beyond  its 
charter.  Therefore  it  had  no  powers  not  granted  by  and  con- 
sequently not  revocable  or  limitable  or  modifiable  by  the  legis- 
lature. Such  being  the  relation,  the  legislature  clearly  had  a 
right  to  prescribe  the  conditions  of  contract. 

Here  was  a  fine  point  of  law.  Moreover,  much  of  the  de- 
cision was  obiter,  and  a  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  court  or 
a  technicality  of  procedure  might  reverse  the  substance  of  the 
decision.  The  matter  would,  consequently,  be  always  in  doubt. 
An  amendment  to  the  constitution  appeared  to  be  the  only  way 
in  which  the  question  might  be  finally  settled. 

While  the  principal  question  discussed  in  the  leading  cases 
was  that  of  the  relation  of  cities  to  the  state,  the  economic 
phase  was  not  entirely  overlooked.  In  one  of  the  decisions  a 
justice  dissented  for  the  reason,  in  part,  that  "  prevailing  rate" 
is  an  indefinite  term  and  therefore  unsatisfactory  in  the  law. 
Others  saw  in  the  provision  that  if  a  contractor  paid  more  for 
labor  than  was  **  necessary,"  it  was  in  substance  an  appropria- 
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tion  of  public  funds  for  the  benefit  of  a  class.  It  was  also  an 
interference  with  free  competition.  These  prove  upon  care- 
ful examination  to  be  hasty  conclusions.  It  is  true  that  fair 
and  open  competition  is  the  most  satisfactory  means  of  adjusting 
wages  and  that  wages  so  adjusted  will  in  the  end  be  most  nearly 
equitable,  from  an  economic  as  well  as  from  a  general  social 
point  of  view.  Now  what  is  the  "  prevailing  wage?"  It  is  a 
wage  rate  that  has  been  established  by  competition :  competi- 
tion between  organized  capital  on  the  one  side  and  organ- 
ized labor  on  the  other.  It  may  be  true  that  one  side  or 
the  other  has  had  some  temporary  advantage  and  has  suc- 
ceeded in  affecting  wages  accordingly.  But  in  what  does 
the  wage  rate  consist  when  not  the  *' prevailing "  wage?  In 
that  case  it  is  an  adjustment  between  organized  capital  on  the 
one  hand  and  unorganized  labor  on  the  other.  In  such  com- 
petition there  can  generally  be  nothing  fair  and  open.  The 
advantage  of  one  side  is  too  great.  The  prevailing  rate  is 
probably  the  nearest  practical  approach  attainable  in  our 
present  industrial  organization  to  a  rate  fixed  by  fair  and  open 
competition.  The  state  can  never  enter  into  a  competition  that 
will  not  be  one-sided.  It  therefore  will  do  best  to  accept  the 
result  of  competition  that  has  been  working  in  circumstances 
that  are  most  nearly  fair.  What  is  true  of  the  prevailing  wage 
is  also  true  in  the  adjustment  of  hours. 

There  will  still  stand  against  this  method  of  adjustment  the 
objections  that  are  so  often  raised  against  any  particular  appli- 
cation of  a  union  scale  of  wages.  The  laborers  all  receive  the 
same  pay  while  all  are  not  equal  in  skill,  strength  or  endurance. 
Each  man  ought  to  be  paid  for  the  work  he  does,  and  not  in 
accordance  with  a  scale  which  he  does  not  fit.  The  best  work- 
men are  not  encouraged  to  do  their  best  and  indolent  workmen 
are  carried  along  by  their  fellows.  It  should  be  the  privilege 
of  each  man  employing  labor  to  bargain  with  each  individual 
laborer.  Such  claims  have  undoubtedly  much  force,  and  they 
serve  as  an  indictment  from  which  the  organized  upholders  of  a 
wage  scale  will  have  some  difficulty  in  securing  a  verdict  of  not 
guilty.  Yet  this  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  an  established  union  wage  scale  is  one  to  be 
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adjusted  by  experiment  and  observation  in  the  industrial  world. 
In  the  meantime,  work  for  the  state  and  city  must  continue  and 
wages  must  be  paid.  The  law  as  expressed  by  the  amendment 
recognized  that  organization  among  employers  is  an  accom- 
plished fact,  and  that  such  organization  gives  the  employer  a 
decided  advantage  in  "  higgling "  for  wages.  It  decrees  that 
wherever  organizations  of  labor  and  organized  employers  have 
reached  a  satisfactory  working  scale  of  wages,  such  scale  shall 
be  adopted  in  cases  of  work  done  for  city  or  state.  It  is  the 
most  practical  working  arrangement  feasible  in  our  industrial 
world  as  at  present  organized.  • 

Those  who  have  been  concerned  in  a  practical  way  with  the 
working  out  of  this  problem  have  been  confronted  with  a  diffi- 
cult task.  There  is  the  economic  side,  with  the  attempt  to  ad- 
just wages  in  such  a  way  that  those  performing  the  labor  shall 
be  treated  fairly ;  that  those  for  whom  the  labor  is  performed 
shall  not  be  unjustly  treated,  especially  in  the  case  of  contract 
work ;  and  that  public  funds  shall  be  expended  with  the  same 
care  as  would  be  exercised  in  private  enterprises.  While  these 
points  are  to  be  observed,  at  the  same  time  the  economic  prin- 
ciples which  fundamentally  control  the  fixing  of  wages  must  not 
be  violated.  In  addition  to  this,  there  is  also  the  constitutional 
side  of  the  problem.  Here  arises  the  delicate  matter  of  adjust- 
ment between  the  authority  of  the  legislature  from  which  all 
charters  for  municipal  corporations  emanate ;  the  principles  of 
local  self-government ;  and  the  general  principles  of  the  common 
law  either  expressed  or  implied  in  the  federal  constitution — as 
well  as  in  the  state  constitution — which  overlooks  the  relation 
between  cities  and  states  but  which  takes  all  citizens  under  its 
protection.  To  accomplish  this  task  in  a  practical  way  is  the 
purpose  of  the  amendment.  Whether  it  conforms  to  all  the 
principles  of  law  will  be  a  matter  for  the  judiciary  to  decide. 
Whether  it  conforms  to  all  the  principles  of  economic  and  social 
science  can  only  be  determined  by  experience. 

George  Gorham  Groat. 

Nbw  York  City. 


MUNICIPAL  CODES  IN  THE  MIDDLE  WEST. 

IN  every  country  the  organization  and  power  of  municipal 
corporations  have  at  first  been  regulated  by  special  laws  or 
charters  for  each  community.  But  in  the  course  of  time 
the  tendency  has  been  to  establish  a  general  and  more  or  less 
uniform  system  within  each  organized  government.  Thus  in 
ancient  history  the  early  self-constituted  city  governments  in 
the  Italian  peninsula  were  reorganized  after  the  extension  of 
the  Roman  dominion,  about  the  time  of  Sulla ;  and  the  main 
features  of  this  municipal  system  were  later  extended  through- 
out the  Roman  Empire.  After  the  breakdown  of  that  empire 
special  charters  again  appeared  throughout  western  Europe. 
But  since  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  these  have  been  re- 
placed in  practically  all  the  European  countries  by  general 
municipal  codes.  France  led  the  way  in  this  movement,  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution.  Prussia  followed  this  example  in  1808 
and  England  in  1835.  Other  countries  have  one  after  another 
adopted  the  same  method  of  procedure. 

Special  charters  and  special  acts  of  the  legislatures  were  the 
only  methods  of  organizing  municipal  government  in  the  United 
States  until  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century.  In  1851  the 
second  constitution  of  the  state  of  Ohio  began  the  attempt  to 
secure  general  laws  by  prohibiting  special  legislation.  Other 
states  adopted  similar  provisions  in  their  constitutions,  at  first 
slowly,  but  more  rapidly  since  1870.  And  now  most  of  the 
states  attempt  in  one  way  or  another  to  prohibit  or  restrict 
special  legislation  on  municipal  government.  A  few,  however, 
such  as  Massachusetts  and  Michigan  have  no  constitutional  re- 
strictions; and  special  charters  are  still  openly  and  freely 
enacted. 

But  even  in  most  of  the  states  where  special  legislation  is  pro- 
hibited, there  have  been  no  comprehensive  systems  of  municipal 
organization  established.  By  the  device  of  classification,  laws 
general  in  form  have  been  enacted,  which  in  fact  applied  only 
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to  single  cities.  Until  within  a  few  years  such  laws  have  been 
generally  accepted  as  complying  with  the  constitutional  provis- 
ions. As  a  result,  there  is  nothing  approaching  uniformity  or 
system  in  the  government  of  cities  in  most  of  the  states.  And 
for  the  country  as  a  whole  the  diversities  have  been  so  numer- 
ous and  so  far-reaching  that  any  attempt  to  describe  the  typi- 
cal American  municipal  organization  has  been  impossible. 

A  few  states,  however,  are  now  exceptions  to  this  rule.  Three 
of  these  are  the  neighboring  states  of  Illinois,  Ohio  and  In- 
diana, forming  a  compact  group  in  the  central  part  of  the 
country.  The  Illinois  law  was  enacted  in  1872,  and  was  prob- 
ably the  first  effective  municipal  code  in  the  United  States. 
Ohio  and  Indiana  have  also  had  nominal  codes  for  a  long  time ; 
but  the  schemes  of  classification  were  so  highly  developed  as  to 
prevent  any  general  system  of  organization.  But  within  a  few 
years  both  of  these  states  have  enacted  new  municipal  codes 
establishing  a  general  plan.  This  recent  legislation  suggests  a 
comparative  study  of  the  codes  of  the  three  states.  While 
these  states  agree  in  the  method  of  dealing  with  the  problem, 
and  while  the  systems  adopted  have  some  features  in  common, 
illustrating  present  tendencies  throughout  the  United  States, 
there  are  also  many  and  wide  divergencies  which  show  the  ab- 
sence of  any  consensus  of  opinion  on  this  question  among 
American  legislators. 

Illinois 

The  Illinois  Cities  and  Villages  Act  is  said  to  have  been 
drafted  by  the  late  Judge  M.  F.  Tuley,  of  Chicago.  At  the 
time  of  its  enactment  it  was  undoubtedly  the  best  and  most  suc- 
cessful measure  on  the  subject  of  municipal  government  that 
had  been  adopted  in  the  United  States.  It  has  been  amended 
from  time  to  time,  but  its  main  features  have  been  unaltered. 
And  while  it  has  proven  inadequate  to  meet  some  of  the  condi- 
tions that  have  since  developed,  it  still  contains  much  that  is 
worthy  of  study  by  the  legislators  of  other  states. 

A  comparatively  simple  and  elastic  plan  of  municipal  organi- 
zation is  provided  by  this  act.  In  every  city  there  must  be 
elected  a  city  council,  a  mayor,  a  city  clerk,  a  city  attorney  and 
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a  city  treasurer.  Other  officers  may  be  created  by  the  city 
council  as  needed. 

Members  of  the  council  are  elected  by  wards,  two  from  each 
ward,  for  a  term  of  two  years,  one  alderman  from  each  ward 
retiring  each  year.  Their  number  varies  from  six  to  seventy, 
according  to  the  size  of  the  city.  The  powers  of  the  council 
include  a  long  list  of  enumerated  subjects  of  police  regulation, 
such  as  is  usual  in  city  charters ;  the  power  of  making  appropri- 
ations and  a  limited  power  of  taxation ;  and  the  unusual  power 
to  create  municipal  offices.  The  latter  power  requires  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  all  the  members  of  the  council,  and  offices  so 
created  may  be  abolished  only  by  a  similar  vote  at  the  end  of  a 
fiscal  year.  This  restriction  and  the  provisions  by  which  the 
council  cannot  itself  make  appointments  to  offices  has  prevented 
any  abuse  of  the  power  to  create  offices.  The  control  over 
appropriations  is  also  an  important  power  actively  exercised  by 
the  council,  in  the  large  cities  mainly  through  the  finance  com- 
mittee. These  two  special  powers  make  the  councils  of  Illinois 
cities  much  more  important  factors  in  the  municipal  organiza- 
tion than  in  other  American  cities. 

But  the  mayor  also  has  important  powers.  He  is  elected  for 
two  years,'  presides  over  the  city  council,  has  the  usual  limited 
veto  power  and  has  large  authority  over  the  appointment  and 
control  of  the  city  officers.  His  appointments  to  office  must  be 
confirmed  by  the  council,  but  usually  this  confirmation  has  been 
given  without  question,  and  in  Chicago  at  least  generally  with- 
out even  reference  to  a  committee.  His  control  over  the  ap- 
pointed officers  is  further  established  by  his  large  power  of 
removal.  This  is  not  entirely  unlimited,  as  he  is  required  to 
file  the  reasons  for  removal  with  the  council,  and  if  he  fails  to 
do  so,  or  if  the  council  by  a  two-thirds  vote  disapproves  of  the 
removal,  the  officer  is  reinstated.  But  these  restrictions  are  not 
likely  to  be  effective  except  in  the  case  of  a  gross  abuse  of  the 
removal  power ;  and  in  fact  the  mayor  has  a  very  substantial 
control  over  the  city  officers  and  can  be  held  responsible  for 
the  conduct  of  the  administrative  branch  of  the  city  government. 

^  By  a  special  law  passed  under  the  recent  constitutional  amendment  the  mayor  of 
Chicago  will  in  future  be  elected  for  four  years. 
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Popular  election  of  the  city  clerk,  city  attorney  and  city  treas- 
urer shows  the  influence  of  the  earlier  movement  for  the  election 
of  all  city  officers.  At  the  time  the  Illinois  law  was  enacted 
there  was  a  smaller  number  of  elective  officers  than  was  com- 
mon in  most  American  cities.  But  at  present  the  trend  of  intel- 
ligent opinion  on  municipal  organization  would  favor  making  at 
least  the  clerk  and  attorney  appointive  in  the  interest  of  admin- 
istrative efficiency.  In  fact  Chicago  and  perhaps  other  cities 
have  established  the  appointive  office  of  corporation  counsel, 
and  the  office  of  city  attorney  has  become  of  little  importance. 

The  most  serious  weakness  of  the  Illinois  law  is  the  narrow 
limit  placed  on  the  power  of  taxation,  which  has  prevented  the 
city  governments  from  developing  their  activity  to  meet  the 
needs  of  increased  population.  This  has  in  turn  promoted  the 
tendency  to  create  by  additional  legislation  special  authorities 
independent  of  the  city  governments  to  undertake  certain  local 
works,  which  might  better  have  been  intrusted  to  the  city  cor- 
poration. Thus  not  only  boards  of  education,  but  library 
boards,  park  boards  and  the  sanitary  trustees  in  Cook  county 
are  separate  corporations,  adding  greatly  to  the  complexity  of 
local  government,  tending  to  confuse  the  voters  with  a  multi- 
plicity of  elective  offices  and  reducing  the  effective  responsibil- 
ity to  the  community  of  those  special  officials. 

Chicago  has  suffered  most  from  the  limitation  on  financial 
powers  and  the  multiplication  of  authorities.  With  forty  times 
the  population  of  any  other  city  in  the  state,  the  metropolitan 
community  has  had  to  meet  problems  that  have  not  begun  to 
arise  in  the  smaller  cities.  The  unsatisfactory  local  situation, 
with  th«  difficulty  of  securing  adequate  changes  in  the  general 
law,  has  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  constitutional  amendment 
authorizing  special  legislation  for  Chicago,  subject  to  approval 
by  a  referendum  vote,  and  a  special  commission  is  now  drafting 
a  new  charter  for  Chicago  to  be  submitted  to  the  next  session 
of  the  state  legislature. 

.  Doubtless  some  special  provisions  are  almost  necessary  for  a 
city  so  vastly  different  as  is  Chicago  from  the  others  in  the  state. 
But  many  of  the  difficulties  affect  the  smaller  places  only  in  a 
less  degree ;  and  many  of  the  changes  to  be  made  ought  to  be 
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made  in  the  general  law.  And  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
ability  of  Illinois  legislators  has  so  far  declined  and  they  seem 
unable  to  perfect  and  adapt  to  modem  conditions  the  excellent 
law  that  was  passed  over  thirty  years  ago. 

Ohio 

The  second  constitution  of  Ohio,  adopted  in  1851,  made  the 
first  attempt  in  the  United  States  to  prohibit  special  legislation 
for  cities  and  to  require  the  establishment  of  a  general  system 
of  municipal  organization.-  But  by  the  device  of  classifying 
cities  on  the  basis  of  population,  all  the  larger  cities  in  the  state 
had  many  peculiar  features  in  their  municipal  government, 
established  by  laws  which  in  fact  applied  only  to  single  cities. 
And  for  over  fifty  years  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state  accepted 
laws  of  this  kind,  general  in  form  but  special  in  their  applica- 
tion, as  complying  with  the  constitutional  provisions.' 

In  1902,  however,  the  Supreme  Court  practically  reversed  its 
former  attitude  and  held  that  the  whole  body  of  legislation  on 
municipal  government  disclosed  the  legislative  intent  to  substi- 
tute isolation  for  classification.  Certain  acts  brought  before 
the  court  were  declared  unconstitutional,  and  the  opinion  showed 
that  most  of  the  legislation  in  cities  would  be  held  unconstitu- 
tional if  brought  before  it.'  This  situation  led  to  a  special  ses- 
sion of  the  state  legislature,  which  enacted  a  new  municipal  code 
for  all  the  cities  and  villages  in  Ohio.  In  framing  the  original 
draft  of  the  bill  Governor  Bushnell  took  an  active  part;  and  in 
the  work  of  the  conference  committee  to  decide  conflicts 
between  the  two  houses  the  final  determination  was  said  to 
have  been  due  in  large  measure  to  the  influence  of  a  United 
States  senator  and  the  leader  of  the  dominant  political  organi- 
zation in  Cincinnati. 

The  Ohio  code  is  much  more  detailed  than  the  Illinois  law.3 
It  provides  a  numerous  and  complicated  list  of  elective  offices, 
burdensome  to  the  small  cities,  and  with  a  lack  of  effective  or- 
ganization and  clearly  defined  responsibility. 

>  State  V.  Pugh,  43  Ohio  State,  98. 

'  State  V.  Jones,  66  Ohio  State,  453. 

■  Wade  H.  Ellis,  The  Municipal  Code  of  Ohio. 
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Cities  are  defined  as  municipal  corporations  of  over  5000 
population,  and  the  same  organization  is  applied  to  all  the 
seventy-two  cities  in  the  state.  The  city  council  consists  of  a 
single  chamber,  the  number  of  members  varying  with  the  pop- 
ulation. The  larger  number  of  members  are  elected  by  wards, 
each  electing  one  councilman;  but  a  small  number  are  also 
elected  on  a  general  ticket  for  the  whole  city.  The  powers  of  the 
council  are  restricted  to  those  of  a  legislative  character ;  and  it 
is  expressly  provided  that  it  shall  perform  no  administrative 
duties  and  exercise  no  appointing  power,  except  in  regard  to  its 
own  organization  and  in  confirming  nominations  to  certain  posi- 
tions named  in  the  act.  The  powers  granted  include  authority 
to  enact  police  ordinances,  to  vote  appropriations  and  taxes,  to 
determine  the  number  of  members  on  certain  municipal  boards 
and  to  fix  the  salaries  and  bonds  of  the  statutory  municipal 
ofhcers.  But  there  is  no  power  to  create  municipal  officers  sim- 
ilar to  that  in  the  Illinois  law ;  and  even  the  establishment  of 
minor  positions  is  given  to  the  executive  officers.  It  may 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  remove  officers  after  a  trial  on  definite 
charges. 

The  mayor  is  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  has  a 
limited  veto  power  and  a  very  restricted  power  over  the  selection 
of  officials.  Most  of  the  important  officers  are  elective;  but 
the  mayor  nominates,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  council, 
members  of  the  boards  of  public  safety  and  health  and  appoints 
the  members  of  the  tax  commission  and  the  library  board.  It 
is  made  his  duty  to  have  a  general  supervision  over  all  depart- 
ments and  city  officers ;  but  he  has  no  power  of  removal  or  any 
other  effective  means  of  control  over  their  actions.  The  narrow 
range  of  his  authority  is  further  indicated  by  the  provision 
which  vests  executive  power,  not  in  the  mayor,  but  in  the  list 
of  elective  and  appointed  executive  officers. 

Other  elective  officers  are  the  treasurer,  auditor,  solicitor  and 
the  board  of  public  service.  These  are  all  elected  for  two 
years,  except  the  auditor,  whose  term  is  three  years.  The 
board  of  public  service  is  the  most  significant  of  these.  It  con- 
sists of  three  or  five  members ;  and  has  charge  of  streets,  sewers 
and  other  public  improvements,  of  municipal  water  and  lighting 
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plants,  parks,  markets,  cemeteries  and  of  all  charitable  and  cor- 
rectional institutions. 

Of  the  appointed  officers,  the  board  of  public  safety  is  pro- 
vided for  in  a  very  peculiar  way.  This  is  a  bi-partisan  board 
of  two  or  four  members,  having  supervision  over  the  police 
and  fire  departments.  Its  members  are  appointed  on  the 
nomination  of  the  mayor  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  council,  and  failing  this  confirmation  appointments 
are  made  by  the  governor  of  the  state.  This  method  was 
apparently  adopted  for  political  purposes,  and  under  it  the 
boards  of  public  safety  in  about  a  dozen  cities  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor. 

The  board  of  tax  commissioners  is  also  a  bi-partisan  body, 
consisting  of  four  members  appointed  by  the  mayor,  serving 
without  compensation.  To  this  board  are  referred  the  tax  levies 
ordered  by  the  council  to  cover  its  appropriations,  and  if  it  dis- 
approves any  item  of  the  appropriation  the  tax  levy  must  be 
reduced,  unless  the  action  of  the  board  is  overruled  by  a  three- 
fourths  vote  of  all  the  members  of  the  council.  The  board  also 
acts  as  a  sinking  fund  commission. 

By  establishing  a  general  system  of  municipal  organization 
and  uniform  powers  this  code  makes  the  law  of  municipal  cor- 
porations in  Ohio  much  simpler  and  more  intelligible  than  for- 
merly. The  volume  of  litigation  on  municipal  government  is 
greatly  reduced,  and  litigation  to  determine  the  meaning  or 
constitutionality  of  disputed  points  is  also  lessened,  since  a  deci- 
sion for  one  city  determines  the  point  for  all.  The  scope  of 
municipal  activities  has  not  been  enlarged,  but  every  city  may 
without  further  legislative  action  exercise  all  the  powers  that 
have  been  granted  to  any  one. 

In  the  organization  of  the  council  the  plan  of  electing  some 
members  at  large  offers  an  opportunity  for  strengthening  that 
branch  of  the  municipal  government.  But  the  system  of  arti- 
ficial and  changeable  wards  is  also  retained,  with  its  opportuni- 
ties for  gerrymandering.  The  board  of  public  service  absorbs 
the  functions  formerly  given  in  many  cities  to  a  number  of 
boards,  and  thus  simplifies  to  some  extent  the  municipal  organ- 
ization.    But  it  may  be  questioned  whether  in  the  large  cities 
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this  has  not  placed  in  one  department  too  many  unrelated  ser- 
vices. The  provisions  authorizing  the  merit  system  in  the 
police  and  fire  departments  are  at  least  a  slight  concession  to 
the  demand  for  eliminating  spoils  politics  from  the  municipal 
service. 

But  in  other  respects  this  code  is  open  to  serious  criticism. 
The  number  of  municipal  officers  required  in  all  cities  is  too 
cumbersome  for  many  of  the  small  cities ;  and  the  city  council 
might  well  have  been  given  authority  to  create  offices  as  needed, 
as  in  the  Illinois  law.  The  number  of  elective  officers  is  too 
large  to  permit  the  voters  to  learn  the  qualifications  of  the  vari- 
ous candidates ;  and  this  tends  to  reduce  popular  control  and 
increase  the  influence  of  party  organizations.  The  variety  in 
the  methods  of  filling  various  offices  prevents  the  concentration 
of  responsibility ;  and  in  particular  the  authority  of  the  mayor 
is  inadequate.  No  provision  is  made  for  the  merit  system  for 
the  larger  proportion  of  municipal  employees,  who  are  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  board  of  public  service. 

Since  this  code  was  adopted  there  have  been  two  sessions  of 
the  Ohio  legislature.  At  each  of  these  some  minor  amend- 
ments have  been  passed.  The  most  important  is  the  change  in 
the  date  of  municipal  elections  from  April  to  November  in  the 
odd  years.  By  changing  the  date  of  state  elections  in  the  future 
to  the  even  years,  municipal  elections  will  be  kept  distinct  from 
state  and  national  elections ;  and  with  that  provision  there  is 
perhaps  some  advantage  in  having  all  elections  come  in  the  fall. 
During  the  session  of  1906  an  effort  was  made  to  make  some 
more  important  changes  in  the  system  of  organization,  especially 
by  increasing  the  powers  of  the  mayor.  But  nothing  was 
accomplished. 

Indiana  -/ 

In  1905  a  general  revision  of  the  Indiana  municipal  law  was 
enacted  by  the  legislature  of  that  state.  There  was  little  public 
discussion  and  apparently  no  partisan  motives  affected  the 
measure.  The  code  as  enacted  simplifies  somewhat  the  system 
of  organization,  and  applies  to  all  but  the  smallest  places  the 
centralized  plan  of  mayoralty  control  which  had  been  previously 
established  in  the  larger  cities. 
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One  of  the  most  important  changes  was  the  abolition  of 
spring  city  elections  and  the  extension  of  the  terms  of  city  offi- 
cers from  two  to  four  years.  The  terms  of  officers  which  would 
have  expired  in  the  spring  of  1905  were  continued  until  the  fol- 
lowing January;  and  beginning  in  1905,  an  election  will  be  held 
for  city  officers  in  November  of  every  fourth  year.  While 
spring  elections  are  abolished,  municipal  elections  are  not  com- 
bined with  state  and  national  elections,  but  as  in  Ohio  come  in 
an  intervening  year.  Another  provision  making  all  elective 
officers  ineligible  for  two  terms  in  succession  will,  however, 
hinder  the  development  of  a  continuous  policy  and  seems 
entirely  uncalled  for,  at  least  in  the  case  of  the  members  of 
the  councils  and  the  city  clerk. 

Municipal  corporations  are  divided  into  two  main  classes :  in- 
corporated towns  and  cities.  Any  community  may  by  popular 
vote  be  incorporated  as  a  town ;  any  community  with  more  than 
2500  population  may  become  a  city;  and  both  cities  and  towns 
may  be  dissolved  by  popular  vote. 

A  very  simple  system  of  organization  is  provided  for  the  in- 
corporated towns.  Provision  is  made  for  the  election  of  a  board 
of  trustees  of  three  to  seven  members,  one  for  each  ward,  but 
all  elected  at  large ;  also  for  the  election  of  a  clerk  and  treasurer, 
or  one  person  to  act  in  both  capacities.  The  trustees  shall  elect 
one  of  their  number  as  president;  shall  appoint  a  marshal!,  who 
may  also  act  as  street  commissioner  and  chief  of  the  fire  force ; 
and  shall  have  general  charge  of  municipal  matters  in  the  town. 

Cities  are  divided  into  five  classes  on  the  basis  of  population 
at  the  latest  United  States  census ;  but  the  systems  of  govern- 
ment for  the  different  classes  are  along  similar  lines.  The  first 
class  includes  cities  over  100,000  population,  of  which  Indianap- 
olis is  the  only  instance.  The  second  class  includes  cities  from 
45,000  to  100,000,  of  which  at  present  there  are  two— Evans- 
ville  and  Fort  Wayne.  The  third  class,  from  20,000  to  45 ,000, 
has  five  cities — Terre  Haute,  South  Bend,  Muncie,  New  Albany 
and  Anderson.  The  fourth  class,  from  10,000  to  20,000,  has* 
eleven  cities ;  and  the  fifth  class,  those  under  10,000,  includes 
about  fifty  cities. 

Variations  in  organization  provided  in  the  act  are,  however. 
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less  frequent  than  the  number  of  classes.  The  arrangements 
for  the  first  two  classes  are  .practically  identical ;  and  also  those 
for  the  third  and  fourth  classes.  There  seems  no  substantial 
reason  why  there  should  have  been  more  than  three  classes 
established. 

Every  city  elects  a  council,  a  mayor  and  a  city  clerk.  A 
city  judge  is  also  to  be  elected,  except  in  cities  of  the  fifth  class, 
where  the  mayor  acts  in  that  capacity.  A  city  treasurer  is 
elected,  except  in  cities  of  the  first  three  classes  which  are 
county  seats,  where  the  county  treasurer  acts  as  city  treasurer. 

The  council  consists  of  one  member  from  each  ward,  and 
from  two  to  six  members  elected  at  large,  the  number  of  mem- 
bers at  large  to  be  half  as  many  as  the  number  elected  by 
wards.  Boundaries  of  wards  may  be  changed  once  in  six  years 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  members  of  the  council.  The 
powers  of  the  council  include  authority  to  establish  police  regu- 
lations in  a  long  list  of  enumerated  cases.  New  features  in  this 
list  are  the  power  to  exclude  saloons  from  the  residence  por- 
tions of  cities,  the  power  to  regulate  the  height  of  buildings  and 
the  power  to  regulate  railroad  traffic  within  the  city  limits. 
The  council  can  also  levy  taxes,  vote  loans  up  to  two  per  cent 
of  the  taxable  value  of  property  and  manage  the  finances. 
But  it  is  provided  that  if  a  council  fails  to  fix  the  tax  levy  and 
make  appropriations  before  the  first  Monday  of  October,  the 
levy  and  appropriations  for  the  preceding  year  shall  be  con- 
tinued and  renewed  for  the  current  year.  In  cities  of  the  fifth 
class  council  committees  may  exercise  executive  functions. 

The  mayor  is  given  important  and  far  reaching  powers.  He 
has  the  absolute  power  of  appointing  the  heads  of  all  depart- 
ments in  cities  of  the  first  four  classes;  and  most  of  the  execu- 
tive officers  in  cities  of  the  fifth  class.  These  officers  will  not 
hold  for  any  specified  term,  but  any  of  them  may  be  removed 
by  the  mayor,  who  is  required  to  give  notice  to  th^  officer  and 
to  state  in  a  message  to  the  council  the  reason  for  removal. 
This  arrangement  clearly  makes  the  mayor  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  the  executive  departments,  but  at  the  same  time 
encourages  permanence  of  tenure  in  the  management  of  these 
departments   by   requiring   the    mayor    to   state   publicly   his 
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for  exercising  the  power  of  removal.  This  sy'stem  is 
cover  aot  introduced  on  purely  theoretical  grounds,  but  has 
ady  proven  its  practical  advantages  in  a  number  of  the 
[er  Indiana  cities. 

Monthly  meetings  of  the  mayor  and   heads  of  departments 

provided  for;    and    this '' cabinet '*  is  authonzed  to  adopt 

and  regulations  for  the  administration  of  the  departments, 

luding  rules  **  which  shall  prescribe  a  common  and  systematic 

thod  of  ascertaining  the  comparative  fitness  of  applicants  for 

^  position  and  promotion,  and  of  selecting,  appointing  and 

oting  those  found  to  be  best  fitted." 

The  mayor  has  also  the  usual  limited  veto  power,  including 

right  to  veto  items  of   appropriation  bills,  the  power  to 

mmend  measures  to  the  council  and  to  call  special  sessions 

ihat  body.     In  cities  of  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  classes  he 

lides  over  the  counctt ;   he  can  also  appoint  special  examin* 

to  investigate  the  accounts  of  any  department  or  officer  at 

time* 

:ecntive  officers  and  departments  are  regulated  in  consider- 
detal)  by  the  act,  with  variations  for  the  different  classes  of 
cities.     But  in  the  main  a  uniform  method  is  followed. 

In  cities  of  the  fifth  class  there  is  a  marshal,  chief  of  fire  force, 
street  commissioner  and  board  of  health  and  charities  appointed 
by  the  mayor,  and  a  city  attorney  appointed  by  the  council. 
Other  executive  functions  are  performed  in  these  cities  by 
council  committees. 

In  the  cities  of  the  first  four  classes  there  are  from  five  to 
eight  departments.  All  cities  in  these  classes  have  departments 
of  finance,  law,  public  works,  assessment  and  collection  and 
public  health  and  charities.  A  department  of  public  safety, 
controlling  the  police  and  fire  force,  is  provided  for  cities  of  the 
first  and  second  class,  and  is  optional  for  cities  of  the  third 
class.  The  variation  seems  to  be  due  to  the  provision  in  the 
former  law  for  state  police  boards  in  cities  from  10,000  to 
35,000  population.  A  special  department  of  public  parks  is 
also  provided  for  cities  of  the  first  two  classes.  By  a  peculiar 
arrangement  cities  of  the  second  class  are  allowed  to  establish 
a  special  department  of  water  works,  which  in  other  cities  comes 
under  the  department  of  public  works. 


No.  3]  MUNICIPAL  CODES  IN  THE  MIDDLE  WEST  445 

The  departments  of  finance,  law  and  assessment  and  collec- 
tion are  placed  in  charge  of  single  officials — the  comptroller,  city 
attorney  and  the  elected  treasurer.  The  assessment  of  property 
for  taxation  is,  however,  not  regulated  by  the  municipal  code, 
but  by  a  general  law  on  the  subject  for  the  whole  state.  Where 
a  city  establishes  a  sinking  fund,  there  is  provided  a  sinking 
fund  commission,  consisting  of  the  comptroller  and  two  other 
members  appointed  by  the  mayor — in  this  case  the  terms  of  the 
latter  two  members  expiring  at  different  times. 

The  other  departments  are  in  charge  of  boards,  consisting  of 
three  members  each,  except  for  the  park  boards,  which  have 
four  members.  In  all  cases  not  more  than  two  members  of 
each  board  may  belong  to  the  same  political  party. 

Salaries  are  regulated  for  the  various  classes  of  cities  with  too 
much  detail.  In  some  cases  maximum  salaries  are  specified ; 
in  others  a  minimum  and  maximum.  But  there  is  little  discre- 
tion left  to  the  councils ;  and  with  the  growth  of  cities  it  is 
certain  that  there  will  be  frequent  amendments  to  the  law  in 
this  respect.  Of  the  boards,  that  for  public  works  is  allowed 
the  largest  remuneration ;  the  board  of  public  safety  has  a  dis- 
tinctly smaller  rate ;  the  board  of  health  has  a  maximum  of  one 
hundred  dollars  for  each  member,  while  the  park  board  must 
serve  without  compensation. 

If  municipal  departments  must  be  regulated  by  statute  the 
Indiana  plan  of  varying  the  system  with  a  reasonable  classifica- 
tion of  cities  is  much  better  than  the  hard  and  fast  provisions 
for  all  cities  in  the  Ohio  law.  But  in  this  respect  the  Illinois 
act,  which  permits  the  city  councils  to  establish  offices  and 
regulate  salaries,  is  better  than  either  of  the  other  laws. 

Municipal  ownership  is  authorized  for  water  works,  gas 
works,  electric  light  works  and  heating  and  power  plants,  after 
a  referendum  vote.  But  the  debt  limit  of  two  per  cent  of  the 
taxable  value  is  likely  to  prevent  most  cities  from  undertaking 
all  these  functions. 

All  franchises  previously  granted  are  legalized ;  and  authority 
is  given  to  grant  new  franchises,  with  no  statutory  restriction  as 
to  the  term  of  the  grant,  while  contracts  for  a  supply  of  light, 
water  or  heat  for  city  purposes  may  be  made  for  periods  of 
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twenty-five  years.  In  these  respects  the  new  law  shows  a  dis- 
tinct reactionary  movement  in  the  interest  of  private  corpora- 
tions. Formerly  franchises  were  limited  to  periods  of  ten  and 
thirty-four  years,  according  to  the  kind,  and  contracts  for  light 
were  limited  to  ten  years. 

No  simple  verdict  can  be  given  on  the  act  as  a  whole.  The 
relaxation  of  the  restrictions  on  franchise  corporations  is  likely 
to  prove  a  serious  evil.  The  prohibition  on  the  reelection  of 
members  of  the  council  will  promote  unneccessary  changes  in 
public  policy.  The  opportunity  to  introduce  other  improve- 
ments has  been  neglected,  and  the  act  is  far  from  perfect  in 
respect  to  systematic  arrangement  of  its  various  parts. 

On  the  other  hand,  so  far  as  concerns  the  organization  of  the 
municipal  government,  the  measure  is  a  decided  advance  on 
previous  conditions  in  Indiana  and  a  still  greater  improvement 
on  existing  conditions  in  other  states.  It  is  of  no  little  advan- 
tage to  have  the  law  on  this  subject  reduced  to  simpler  and 
more  systematic  terms.  This  should  reduce  the  amount  of 
litigation  in  the  courts  and  make  the  municipal  system  one  that 
can  be  generally  understood  by  the  people.  The  centralization 
of  executive  powers  and  responsibility  in  the  mayor  should 
clarify  the  situation  for  the  voters  on  election  day,  and  the  op- 
portunity given  by  the  law  for  the  establishment  of  the  merit 
system  in  the  municipal  service  is  at  least  a  step  in  the  right 
direction. 

John  A.  Fairlie. 

University  of  Michigan. 


ALSACE-LORRAINE 

AND   ITS   RELATION  TO  THE  GERMAN  EMPIRE 

IN  the  peace  preliminaries  between  the  German  Empire  and 
France,  February  26,  1871,  the  cession  of  Alsace-Lorraine 
definitely  fixed  the  international  status  of  that  territory  and 
determined  its  relation  to  all  other  states,  including  France. 
Article  i,  clause  i  of  the  peace  preliminaries  declares  that 
"  France  renounces  in  favor  of  the  German  Empire  all  her 
rights  and  title  to  the  territory  lying  east  of  a  boundary  line 
hereafter  designated."  Clause  2  fixes  the  line  thus  referred  to, 
while  clause  3  adds :  "  The  German  Empire  shall  possess  this 
territory  forever,  in  full  sovereignty  and  with  all  the  rights  of 
ownership."  By  this  act  all  the  interests  of  France  in  Alsace- 
Lorraine  passed  to  Germany,  and  the  actual  possession  of  the 
territory  effected  by  conquest  in  August,  1870,  received  its 
formal  recognition. 

The  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  status  of  Alsace-Lor- 
raine with  respect  to  international  law  served  merely  to  raise  the 
question  as  to  its  status  with  respect  to  constitutional  law.  The 
peace  preliminaries  determined  the  relation  of  the  territory  to 
third  powers,  but  it  did  not,  and  could  not,  determine  its  rela- 
tions to  Germany.  Here  was  a  problem  which  touched  the  in- 
ternal organization  of  the  empire.  By  the  fortunes  of  war,  Ger- 
many found  herself  possessed,  one  might  well  say  repossessed, 
of  a  considerable  territory,  for  the  disposition  and  administration 
of  which  the  imperial  constitution  made  no  provision.  The  ad- 
justment of  the  new  fact  to  the  theory  of  the  constitution,  the 
mortising  of  the  new  acquisition  into  the  existing  framework  of 
German  federal  government,  was  the  task  laid  upon  German 
jurists  and  statesmen. 

In  the  solution  of  the  problem  three  ways  were  open:  to 
erect  the  new  territory  into  a  state,  with  rights  and  powers 
equal  to  those  possessed  by  the  other  federated  states ;  to  in- 
corporate Alsace-Lorraine  into  the  territory  of  one  of  the  exist- 
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ing  states ;  or  to  hold  it  as  imperial  territory,  under  the  sover- 
eign control  of  the  empire  and  administered  by  organs  of  the 
imperial  government,  wholly  independent  of  any  and  all  of  the 
federated  states  as  such.*  At  no  time  was  the  idea  held,  at 
least  to  any  extent,  of  making  Alsace-Lorraine  the  twenty-sixth 
state  in  the  Union.  Although  such  a  proceeding  could  have 
been  carried  out  by  means  of  a  constitutional  amendment,  too 
many  political  objections  stood  in  the  way.  The  third  solution 
of  the  problem — a  territorial  status  under  the  immediate  control 
of  the  empire — seemed  to  present  the  fewest  difficulties,  and  it 
was  therefore  chosen.  For  such  a  relationship,  however,  the 
imperial  constitution  made  no  provision.  It  recognized  no  part 
of  the  empire  which  was  immediately  subject  to  the  central 
authority  or  which  was  to  be  looked  upon  simply  as  the  object 
of  imperial  powers.  The  constitution  assumed  that,  between  the 
individual  **  Gebiete"  with  their  people  and  the  imperial  power, 
a  state  power  was  interposed,  and  that  each  state  into  which  the 
territory  of  the  empire  and  its  population  was  organized  was  a 
subject  or  holder  of  rights,  a  member  of  the  empire,  and  as  such 
had  a  share  in  the  empire  itself.'  It  is  evident  that  the  theory 
upon  which  the  federal  organization  of  the  empire  is  built — the 
theory  of  mediate  government  through  the  states — could  find  no 
application  to  Alsace-Lorraine,  unless  that  territory  should  be 
erected  into  a  state.  Where  a  territory  is  governed  wholly  and 
exclusively  by  the  central  authority ;  where  self-government  and 
autonomy,  in  the  sense  in  which  these  words  apply  to  federated 
states,  are  wanting ;  where  the  laws  are  not  laws  by  the  territory, 
but  laws  by  the  central  government  for  the  territory,  the  federal 
idea  fails.  This  is  precisely  the  situation  in  Alsace-Lorraine. 
The  relation  between  the  empire  and  Alsace-Lorraine  is  not  that 
of  a  federal  government  toward  one  of  its  member  states,  but 
that  of  a  unitary  state  toward  one  of  its  provinces.  And  this 
must  always  be  the  relation  between  a  federal  state  and  its  terri- 
tories. True,  the  territory  may  be  granted  large  powers  of  self- 
government,  but,  unlike  the  powers  of  self-government  exercised 

*  Hsenel,  Staatsrecht,  vol.  i,  p.  824;   Anschiitz,  in  Holtrcndorff-Kohler,  Encyclo- 
pftdie  der  Rechtswissenschaft,  vol.  ii,  p.  559. 

*  Laband,  Staatsrecht,  vol.  ii,  p.  198. 
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by  a  state  under  the  federal  form  of  government,  these  powers 
are  not  original  but  derivative.  The  federal  government  gave 
and  the  federal  government  may  take  away. 

The  German  jurists  and  statesmen  harbored  no  fond  delusions 
with  respect  to  the  newly  acquired  territory  and  the  imperial 
constitution.  The  constitution  did  not  extend  to  these  annexed 
districts  ex  propria  vigore.  It  had  no  footing  there  until  it  was 
carried  thither  expressly  by  imperial  legislation.  This  fact  is 
clearly  recognized  in  the  law  on  the  union  of  Alsace-Lorraine 
with  the  German  Empire,  of  June  9,  1871.  This  law,  after  de- 
claring that  the  land  acquired  from  France  by  cession  was  for- 
ever united  to  the  German  Empire,  fixed  a  date  on  which  the 
imperial  constitution  should  go  into  effect  there.     It  says : 

The  constitution  of  the  German  Empire  shall  go  into  effect  in  Alsace- 
Lorraine  on  January  i ,  1873.*  ^7  order  of  the  emperor,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Federal  Council,  individual  parts  of  the  constitution  may  be 
introduced  earlier.'  The  amendments  and  additions  which  may  be 
necessary  require  the  consent  of  the  Imperial  Diet.  Article  3  of  the 
imperial  constitution  [providing  for  a  common  Jndtgenat']  shall  go  into 
effect  at  once.* 

In  other  words,  the  constitution  was  made  for  the  states,  not  for 
the  territories,  and  it  entered  the  territories  only  when  carried 
there  by  federal  law.  The  law  by  which  it  was  introduced  may 
be  amended  or  repealed  at  any  time  without  the  consent  of 
Alsace-Lorraine.* 

The  introduction  of  the  imperial  constitution  into  Alsace- 
Lorraine  did  not  simplify  the  relations  of  that  territory,  either 
with  respect  to  the  empire  or  to  the  several  states  of  the  union. 
Many  difficulties  have  arisen  in  determining  its  exact  legal  posi- 
tion. It  is  treated  in  many  respects  as  if  it  were  actually  a 
member  of  the  union ;  but  since  the  union  is  regarded  as  a  union 
of  states,  and  since  this  territory,  unlike  the  territories  in  the 

*  Afterward  extended  to  January  i,  1874.     See  Rtichsgesetzblatty  1871,  p.  208. 

*  Cf,  Triepcl,  Quellensammlung,  p.  in,  note  5. 
•Law  of  June  9,  i87i,sec.  2,  RGBl.^  1871,  p.  212. 

*  Compare  Haenel,  op,  cit^^  p.  834. 
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United  States,  is  not  even  a  "  state  in  the  making/'  membership 
in  the  empire  is  not  attributed  to  it. 

Neither  with  respect  to  the  empire,  nor  with  respect  to  foreign  states, 
is  Alsace-Lorraine  an  independent  subject  of  sovereign  rights,  with  con- 
stitutional powers  and  obligations.  It  is  logicalfy  no  state,  but  a  part 
[^BestandUil'] ,  an  administrative  district,  of  the  empire.  .  .  .  The  con- 
trast between  the  territory  and  the  member  states  of  the  empire  coin- 
cides exactly  with  the  contrast  between  a  decentralized  unitary  state  and. 
a  federal  state.^ 

A  glance  at  the  historical  development  of  the  organization  of 
Alsace-Lorraine  will  serve  to  make  its  position  in  the  empire 
more  clear.  In  considering  the  evolution  of  its  territorial  gov- 
ernment, five  periods  may  be  distinguished,  each  of  which  must 
be  briefly  noted. 

I.  The  period  of  military  dictatorship,  from  August,  1870,  to 
June,  1 87 1.  This  period  must  be  subdivided  into  two  minor 
ones:  (i)  from  August  14,  1870,  the  date  of  occupancy  by  the 
German  troops,  to  the  cession  of  the  territory  by  France,  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1871;  (2)  from  February  26,  1871,  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  territory  by  the  law  of  June  9,  1 871,  which  went  into 
effect  June  28,  1871. 

(i)  During  the  first  of  these  two  minor  periods,  Alsace- 
Lorraine  was  placed  under  the  authority  of  a  military  governor- 
general,  who  was  appointed  by  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  who 
acted,  not  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  North  Ger- 
man constitution,  but  with  the  principles  of  international  law 
touching  such  cases.  By  the  mere  act  of  occupation  by  hostile 
troops  and  by  the  assumption  of  military  control  by  the  com- 
manding officer  of  those  troops,  Alsace-Lorraine  did  not  cease  to 
be  French  territory ;  but  the  power  of  France  was  suspended 
and  French  legislation  was  excluded  in  the  districts  occupied. 
In  such  districts  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  German  army, 
or  his  appointees,  had  the  right  to  exercise  the  authority 
usually  exercised  by  the  state,  subject  only  to  the  limitations 

>  Laband,  vol.  ii,  p.  199. 
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fixed  by  international  usage.'  Nor  was  the  occupied  territory 
subjected  during  the  war  to  the  German  state,  the  empire, 
which  was  erected  only  on  January  i,  1871.  It  was  simply  in 
the  military  power  of  the  allied  German  forces.' 

(2)  On  the  conclusion  of  peace  between  Germany  and  France, 
no  immediate  change  took  place  in  the  governmental  organiza- 
tion of  the  ceded  districts.  The  government  of  Alsace-Lorraine 
was,  however,  put  upon  a  different  legal  foundation.  It  no 
longer  rested  upon  a  military  basis,  but  upon  a  legal  basis 
created  by  the  transfer  of  the  territory,  with  all  right  and  title 
therein,  to  Germany.  Through  this  treaty  of  transfer,  the  status 
of  Alsace-Lorraine  with  respect  to  third  powers  was  definitely 
fixed.  Its  status  with  respect  to  the  empire,  however,  was  a 
matter  of  German  constitutional  law.  The  fact  that  the  German 
Empire  was  composed  of  states  did  not  make  Alsace-Lorraine 
a  state.  Prior  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  it  had  been  simply 
an  integral  part  of  a  unitary  state.  The  mere  act  of  signing  the 
treaty  did  not  give  it  a  character  which  it  did  not  possess  before. 
The  government  which  had  been  temporarily  set  up  during  the 
period  of  military  occupation  continued  after  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  until,  on  June  28,  1871,  Alsace-Lorraine  was  formally 
annexed  to  the  German  Empire  by  imperial  legislation. 

II.  The  second  period,  from  June  28,  1 871,  to  December  31, 
1873,  may  be  termed  the  period  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  Ger- 
man emperor.  The  key  to  this  period  is  furnished  by  the  law 
of  June  9,  1 87 1,  the  law  of  annexation.  This  law  did  not  de- 
termine the  position  of  Alsace-Lorraine  in  the  empire  in  explicit 
terms  which  left  no  room  for  dispute.     The  law  is  silent  upon  the 

*  The  occupation  did  not,  therefore,  ipso  facto  annul  the  French  laws  in  force  noi 
dissolve  the  general  organization  of  the  territory  occupied.  It  did  not  destroy  private 
obligations.  A  new  power  took  the  place  of  the  French  state  and  carried  on  the  gov- 
ernment as  already  organized,  so  far  as  this  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances. 

'Laband,  vol.  ii,  p.  237:  '*  In  the  invested  districts,  therefore,  the  king  of  Prussia, 
as  commander-in-chief  of  the  German  forces,  exercised  authority  based  not  on  consti- 
tutional law  but  on  international  law.  So  far  as  the  government  of  this  French  terri- 
tory was  concerned,  he  did  not  exercise  the  power  of  the  German  stat^  but  of  the 
French  state.  Hence  the  ordinances  issued  during  the  occupation  are  not  to  be  re- 
garded as  acts  of  the  German  Empire  but  as  acts  of  the  German  commander-in-chief, 
carried  out  in  place  of  the  French  sovereignty  at  that  time  suspended.'* 
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direct  question  of  the  status  of  the  new  territory  with  respect  to  the 
imperial  system.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  Alsace-Lorraine  did 
not  become  a  member  of  the  empire,  for  the  members  of  the 
empire  are  states  and  Alsace-Lorraine  was  not  a  state.  It  became 
possessed  of  none  of  the  rights  belonging  to  the  several  states, 
growing  out  of  their  membership  in  the  empire.  The  fact  that 
the  law  of  annexation  fixed  a  date  on  which  the  imperial  consti- 
tution should  go  into  effect  in  the  newly  acquired  territory 
showed  conclusively  that  the  constitution  did  not  extend  to  the 
annexed  districts  ex  propria  vigore.  It  follows  that  such  rights 
as  did  exist  were  rights  based  on  law,  not  on  the  constitution ; 
that  they  were  rights  granted,  not  rights  reserved. 

The  first  clause  of  section  3  of  the  law  of  annexation  declares 
that  the  state  power  in  Alsace-Lorraine  shall  be  exercised  by  the 
emperor.  Under  this  provision  the  government  of  Alsace- 
Lorraine  immediately  took  on  a  strongly  monarchic  aspect.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  as  wielder  of  the  state 
power  in  Alsace-Lorraine  the  emperor  was  not  acting  in  his  own 
name  or  in  his  own  right.  The  power  that  he  held  was  dele- 
gated power,  and  he  exercised  it  solely  as  an  organ  of  the  em- 
pire. Alsace-Lorraine  was  imperial  territory,  and  whatever 
authority  was  exercised  there  was  imperial  authority,  exercised 
by  imperial  organs.  The  emperor  did  not  become  the  ruler  of 
Alsace-Lorraine  in  the  sense  in  which  he  is  ruler  of  Prussia,  nor 
was  Alsace-Lorraine  joined  with  Prussia  in  a  personal  union.* 
The  emperor  was  simply  an  imperial  organ,  exercising  imperial 
power  in  an  imperial  territory. 

In  centralizing  the  legislative  and  administrative  powers  in 
Alsace-Lorraine  in  the  hands  of  the  emperor,  the  law  of  June  9, 
1 87 1,  placed  upon  the  exercise  of  these  powers  certain  limita- 
tions, operative  both  in  the  sphere  of  administration  and  in  that 
of  legislation.     Thus,  for  example,  clause  2,  section  3,  says: 

^  Laband,  vol.  ii,  pp,  203,  204:  "  Elsass-Lothringen  ist  demnacb  keine  Monarchie, 
denn  es  hat  keinen  personlicben  Landesberren,  und  ist  ebensowenig  eine  Republik, 
denn  die  Gesamrotheit  der  Elsass-Lotbringer  ist  nicht  das  Subject  der  Staatsgewalt. 
Es  ist  ein  Bestandteil  oder  Provinr  des  Rcicbes.  Das  Subject  der  Staatsgewalt  in 
Elsass-Lothringen  ist  das  Reich,  d.  b.  die  Gesammtheit  der  zum  Reich  vereinigten 
Staaten  in  ibrer  begrifflichen  Einheit,  in  ibrer  staatlicben  Personlicbkeit." 
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Until  the  time  when  the  imperial  constitution  shall  go  into  effect,  the 
emperor  shall  be  bound  by  the  consent  of  the  Federal  Council  in  the 
exercise  of  legislative  power,  and  in  the  contracting  of  loans  or  the  as- 
sumption of  guaranties  for  Alsace-Lorraine,  which  shall  impose  any 
burden  upon  the  empire,  he  shall  be  bound  by  the  consent  of  the  Im- 
perial Diet  also. 

Moreover,  by  the  provisions  of  section  4  of  this  law,  "the 
ordinances  and  decrees  of  the  emperor  need  for  their  validity 
the  countersignature  of  the  imperial  chancellor,  who  assumes 
thereby  the  responsibility."  By  this  provision  the  imperial 
chancellor  became  the  sole,  supreme  head  of  the  administration 
in  the  imperial  territory,  in  all  its  branches ;  and  with  him,  of 
course,  the  imperial  chancery,  in  its  various  divisions,  became 
charged  with  the  regulation  of  matters  pertaining  to  the  terri- 
torial administration. 

By  the  law  December  30,  1871,  section  4,*  a  new  feature  was 
added  to  the  administrative  organization  of  Alsace-Lorraine  in 
the  person  of  a  president  (^Oberprasident) ^  whom  the  law  desig- 
nated as  the  "  highest  administrative  authority  in  Alsace-Lor- 
raine, with  his  official  seat  in  Strassburg."  Section  6  of  the  law 
assigned  to  this  president  a  large  sphere  of  activity  in  the  im- 
mediate administration  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  territory,  in 
addition  to  which  the  imperial  chancellor  was  "  empowered  to 
hand  over  to  him,  wholly  or  in  part,  the  authority  which  was 
exercised  by  the  ministers  under  the  French  laws  still  in  force." 
Further,  section  5  of  the  law  granted  to  the  president  the  super- 
vision over  the  various  administrative  boards  in  the  territory,  as 
well  as  over  the  officials  subordinate  to  them,  together  with  the 
task  of  seeing  that  the  laws  and  ordinances  were  executed  and 
the  administration  properly  carried  out.  The  president,  also, 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  an  administrative  instance  in  deciding 
differences  arising  between  the  boards  subordinated  to  him  and 
in  passing  upon  complaints  and  decisions  of  inferior  administra- 
tive authorities,  or  in  submitting  such  complaints  and  decisions 
to  the  imperial  chancellor.  The  president  had  under  him,  of 
course,  a  number  of  counsellors  and  assistants  of  various  sorts 
such  as  the  business  imposed  upon  him  seemed  to  require. 

*  Geiettblatt fUrElsasS'Lothringen^  1872,  No.  2,  p.  49. 
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Concerning  the  legal  position  of  the  president,  Laband  says : 

He  occupied  the  constitutional  position  held  \yj  a  minister.  He 
was  not  in  a  constitutional  sense  responsible ;  he  had  no  power  to  act 
as  the  representative  of  the  imperial  chancellor ;  he  could  countersign 
no  ordinances  of  the  emperor,  he  was  bound  to  obey  the  instructions  of 
the  imperial  chancellor  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  administrative  ser- 
vice and  stood  under  his  supervision.  The  law,  section  4,  calls  him 
the  highest  administrative  authority  in  Alsace-Lorraine.  He  was  not, 
however,  the  highest  administrative  authority  ^Alsace-Lorraine  in  any 
single  department,  but  was  subordinate,  in  every  relation,  to  the  im- 
perial chancellor  as  the  actual  head  of  the  administration  .  .  .  He  was 
a  higher  instance  for  the  whole  internal  administration ;  he  was  compe- 
tent for  almost  every  ordinance  which  belonged,  under  the  existing  law, 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ministry ;  upon  him  was  laid  the  fixing  of  the 
territorial  budget,  the  preparation  of  the  drafts  of  laws  and  ordinances , 
the  commimication  of  instructions  and  official  orders  to  the  district 
presidents  and  other  district  authorities.  But  he  was  entrusted  with  the 
greater  part  of  these  functions  only  through  an  administrative  order  of 
the  imperial  chancellor.  Legally  he  was  without  any  responsibility  of 
his  own,  and,  with  respect  to  the  imperial  chancellor,  he  occupied  a 
dependent  position.  As  a  result  the  Chancery  retained  its  full  impor- 
tance in  all  matters  which  were  reserved  by  special  ordinance  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  imperial  chancellor,  or  which,  on  account  of  their 
consequence,  must  be  brought  to  his  knowledge  and  submitted  to  his 
decision.  There  were,  accordingly,  two  ministries  existing  at  the  same 
time,  the  one  superimposed  upon  the  other :  the  presidency,  whose  ad- 
vantage lay  in  its  mastery  of  details  and  in  its  more  accurate  knowledge 
of  local  persons  and  relations ;  and  the  Imperial  Chancery,  whose  ad- 
vantage lay  in  its  larger  legal  power  and  in  its  closer  touch  with  the  cen- 
tral authorities  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  with  the  Federal  Council  and 
the  Imperial  Diet. » 

On  May  27,  1 871,  the  Federal  Council  created  a  special  com- 
mittee for  Alsace-Lorraine,  which  to-day  forms  the  ninth  of  the 
standing  committees  of  that  body. 

Like  the  period  of  military  dictatorship,  the  dictatorship  of 
the  emperor  was  a  transition  period  and  was  so  intended.  The 
law  which  provided  for  this  centralized  monarchic  government 

>  Laband,  vol.  ii,  p.  218. 
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of  Alsace-Lorraine  fixed  also  the  date  on  which  it  should  give 
way  to  other  arrangements,  through  the  introduction  of  the  im- 
perial constitution  into  the  territory. 

III.  The  third  period  extended  from  January  i,  1874,  when 
the  imperial  constitution  went  into  effect,  to  May  28,  1877,  the 
date  on  which  the  law  of  May  2,  1877,  became  operative. 
With  the  introduction  of  the  imperial  constitution  into  Alsace- 
Lorraine  on  January  i,  1874,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  June 
1873,*  an  essential  change  took  place  in  the  relation  of  the 
emperor  to  the  affairs  of  the  imperial  territory.  The  monarchic 
concentration  of  power  in  Alsace-Lorraine  came  to  an  end.  The 
legislative  authority  no  longer  lay  in  the  hands  of  the  emperor 
alone,  with  the  consent  of  the  Federal  Council  and  Imperial  Diet 
in  certain  matters ;  it  passed  to  the  ordinary  legislative  organs 
of  the  empire.  The  legislative  power  of  the  emperor,  no  longer 
dictatorial,  dwindled  to  the  mere  engrossment  and  publication 
of  the  laws.  His  right  to  sanction  the  laws  for  Alsace-Lorraine 
vanished,  and  the  veto-power  which  he  had  possessed  in  the 
period  of  imperial  dictatorship  disappeared  also.  From  this 
time  the  right  of  sanction  lay  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Council 
alone.  •  One  right,  however,  was  retained  by  the  emperor — a 
right  which  was  not  conferred  upon  him  by  the  constitution. 
Section  8  of  the  law  of  June  25,  1873,  provided  that,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Federal  Council,  the  emperor  might  issue  ordi- 
nances which  should  have  the  force  of  law.  Ordinances  of  this 
sort  must  not  conflict  with  the  constitution  or  with  the  imperial 
laws  in  force  at  the  time ;  they  could  be  issued  only  when  the 
Imperial  Diet  was  not  in  session,  and  they  must  be  laid  before 
that  body,  for  its  action,  at  its  next  session.  Moreover,  the  law 
of  June  25,  1873,  provided  for  the  election  of  fifteen  members 
to  the  Imperial  Diet  from  Alsace-Lorraine. 

So  far  as  legislative  competence  is  concerned,  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  imperial  constitution  into  Alsace-Lorraine  removed 
the  line  of  division  which  had  split  the  general  territory  of  the 
empire  into  two  spheres  of  legislation.     The  general  legislation 

^RGBL^  1873,  p.  161;  Triepel,  p.  156;    GBLfUr  Elsass-LothringtH,  p.  131. 
'Laband,  vol.  ii,  p.  250,  note   i;   Haenel,  p.  827;   St6ber,  in  Archiv  f&r  das 
dffeniliche  Recht^  vol.  i,  p.  662,  note  68;  Meyer,  Staatsrecht^  p.  429. 
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of  the  empire  extended  to  all  the  affairs  of  the  imperial  territory, 
not  only  to  those  matters  which  fell  within  the  general  competence 
of  the  empire,  but  also  to  those  which,  in  the  several  states, 
were  reserved  to  state  legislation.  In  the  imperial  territory 
there  existed  no  power  save  that  of  the  empire,  there  was  no 
law-giver  for  Alsace-Lorraine  save  the  empire  itself.  As  the 
law  of  June  9,  1871,  section  3,  clause  4,  says:  "After  the  in- 
troduction of  the  imperial  constitution,  until  such  time  as  the  mat- 
ter is  otherwise  regulated  by  imperial  law,  the  power  of  legislation, 
even  in  those  matters  which,  in  the  several  states,  are  not  sub- 
jected to  the  legislative  authority  of  the  empire,  shall  belong  to 
the  empire."  No  limitations,  therefore,  such  as  checked  the 
legislative  action  of  the  empire  with  respect  to  the  individual 
states,  bound  it  with  respect  to  Alsace-Lorraine. 

The  introduction  of  the  imperial  constitution  wrought  no 
change  in  the  administrative  organization  of  Alsace-Lorraine. 
On  October  29,  1874,  however,  the  emperor  issued  a  decree 
having  for  its  subject-matter  the  erection  of  an  advisory  Terri- 
torial Committee  (^Landesausschuss)  for  Alsace-Lorraine.  *  By 
the  provisions  of  this  decree,  the  Imperial  chancellor  was  author- 
ized to  construct  a  Territorial  Committee  by  calling  upon  the  three 
district  assemblies — Upper  Alsace,  Lower  Alsace  and  Lorraine 
— each  to  elect  ten  of  their  number,  as  well  as  three  alternates, 
to  serve  on  the  Committee.  The  term  of  office  was  fixed  at 
three  years ;  but  if  a  member  of  the  Committee  lost  his  seat  in 
the  district  assembly  in  the  meantime,  his  membership  in  the 
Committee  lapsed.  The  sessions  of  the  Committee  were  not  to 
be  public,  and  the  emperor  reserved  the  right  to  determine  the 
time  and  place  of  its  meeting.  The  purpose  for  which  the 
Committee  was  created,  as  indicated  by  the  opening  paragraph 
of  the  decree,  was  to  give  expert  advice  on  such  drafts  of  laws 
as  might  b^  laid  before  it,  touching  matters  concerning  Alsace- 
Lorraine  which  were  not  reserved  under  the  constitution  to  the 
legislation  of  the  empire.  The  territorial  budget  was  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  Committee.     Bills  to  be  presented  to  the  Com- 

*  GBl.fur  Elsass-Lothrin^ettt  p.  37;  RGBl.^  1877,  p.  492,  as  appendix  to  law  o! 
May  2,  1877.     C^.  also  Triepel,  p.  213. 
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mittee  were  to  be  brought  to  its  notice  by  the  president  of  the 
territory,  who  was  authorized  to  attend  its  meetings  either  in 
person  or  by  a  representative.  The  president,  or  his  represen- 
tative, must  be  heard  at  any  time  on  his  request.  The  advice 
of  the  Committee  was  to  be  had  before  a  bill  was  laid  before 
the  imperial  legislative  bodies  for  final  determination.  It 
should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  securing  of  such  advice  from 
the  Committee  was  purely  permissive.  It  was  not  at  all  obliga- 
tory. The  competence  of  the  Committee  was  merely  advisory 
and  in  no  sense  legislative. 

The  decree  [Laband  explains]  created  no  principle  of  law,  it  had  the 
significance  of  an  instruction  simply.  Even  without  the  decree  the 
government  would  not  have  been  restrained  from  securing  expert  advice 
on  draft  of  laws.  On  the  other  hand,  the  securing  of  such  advice  was 
not  invested  with  the  character  of  a  legal  requirement  in  territorial  leg- 
islation.' 

It  is  very  evident,  however,  that  the  creation  of  such  a  Com- 
mittee, even  though  it  possessed  no  legal  powers,  served  to 
strengthen  the  position  of  the  president,  in  so  far  as  his  policy 
was  supported  by  its  advice. 

IV.  The  fourth  period  begins  with  the  law  of  May  2,  1877,* 
which  marks  a  significant  step  toward  a  larger  degree  of  inde- 
pendence on  the  part  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  particularly  in  legisla- 
tive matters.  By  the  provisions  of  this  law  the  territorial  Com- 
mittee, which  up  to  this  time  had  possessed  advisory  powers 
only,  became  a  fixed  and  important  factor  in  the  legislation  of 
the  territory.  "  Territorial  laws  for  Alsace-Lorraine,  including 
the  annual  territorial  budget,  shall  proceed  from  the  emperor,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Federal  Council,  when  the  Territorial  Com- 
mittee, erected  in  accordance  with  the  decree  of  October  29, 
1874,  shall  have  consented  to  the  same."  3 

Several  things  should  be  observed  with  respect  to  the  law  of 
May  2,  1877.     In  the  first  place,  a  distinction,  hitherto  non- 

^  Laband ^  vol.  ii.  p.  219. 

*  Law  on  the  territorial   legislation    for   Alsace-Lorraine,   RGBl.    1877,   p.   491; 
Triepcl,  p.  213. 

•Law  of  May  2,  1877,  sec.  i. 
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existent,  was  drawn  between  imperial  competence  and  territorial 
legislation.  Perhaps  it  were  more  accurate  to  say  that  two  dis- 
tinct fields  were  recognized  in  which  the  legislative  power  in 
Alsace-Lorraine  operated.  The  passage  of  the  law  of  May  2 
did  not  in  any  wise  affect  clause  4  of  section  3  of  the  law  of 
June  9,  1 87 1 — the  clause  which  declared  that,  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the  imperial  constitution  into  Alsace-Lorraine,  the 
legislative  power  in  that  territory  belonged  to  the  empire  even 
in  matters  which  in  the  several  states  did  not  fall  within  the  im- 
perial legislative  competence ;  for  section  2  of  the  law  of  May  2, 
1877,  expressly  states  that  the  power  to  enact  territorial  laws  in 
the  form  of  imperial  legislation  is  reserved.  The  competence 
of  the  empire  was,  therefore,  in  no  degree  limited  by  this  law. 
A  form  of  legislation  other  than  that  provided  for  by  the  im- 
perial constitution  was,  however,  introduced  in  matters  affecting 
the  territory.  Laws  passed  by  the  regular  legislative  organs 
of  the  empire,  for  the  empire  at  large,  would  extend  also  to 
Alsace-Lorraine;  but,  by  the  terms  of  the  law  of  May  2,  1877, 
a  line  of  demarcation  was  drawn  between  the  affairs  of  the  em- 
pire in  general  and  the  affairs  of  Alsace-Lorraine  in  particular. 
No  change  was  effected  in  the  state  power  operating  in  the  terri- 
tory. It  was  still  the  power  of  the  empire  alone.  But.  now  that 
the  Territorial  Committee  has  been  converted  from  an  advisory 
into  a  consenting  body,  a  distinction  arose  between  laws  touch- 
ing the  internal  affairs  of  AIsace-Lotraine  and  laws  concerning 
the  empire  as  a  whole  and  Alsace-Lorraine  merely  as  a  part  of 
that  whole.  In  other  words,  a  distinction  was  drawn  between 
laws  operating  in  Alsace-Lorraine  and  laws  made  for  Alsace- 
Lorraine.     As  to  the  nature  of  these  laws,  Laband  says : 

Territorial  laws  for  Alsace-Lorraine  are  at  present  still  imperial  laws, 
/.  e.  laws  sanctioned  by  the  empire.  Territorial  laws  for  Alsace-Lor- 
raine are  provincial  laws  of  the  empire  for  Alsace-Lorraine,  in  matters 
which,  so  l^r  as  the  rest  of  the  empire  is  concerned,  are  excluded  by 
the  imperial  constitution  from  the  competence  of  the  empire.  For  ter- 
ritorial laws  of  this  sort,  the  law  of  May  2,  1877,  prescribes  a  special 
form.  So  l^r  as  their  nature  and  constitutional  significance  are  con- 
cerned, however,  they  are  not,  like  the  laws  of  the  individual  states,  an 
expression  of  autonomy,  but  a  manifestation  of  imperial  power.     Au- 
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tonomy  does  not  consist  in  the  peculiar  fonn  in  which  laws  come  into 
being,  but  in  the  independent  right  to  issue  laws.  Such  a  right  pre- 
sumes a  subject  to  which  it  belongs.  In  the  imperial  territory  such  a 
subject  is  wanting.^ 

All  laws  for  Alsace-Lorraine,  therefore,  were  still  imperial  laws ; 
but  two  methods  were  provided  by  which  they  might  be  en- 
acted :  the  usual  process  of  imperial  legislation,  which,  up  to 
the  passage  of  the  law  of  May  2,  1877,  was  the  only  method, 
and  the  new  method  set  forth  in  section  i  of  the  law,  already 
quoted.  This  latter  method  became  the  regular  mode  of  legis- 
lating for  the  territory,  while  the  ordinary  process  of  imperial 
legislation  through  the  usual  organs  shrank  to  a  mere  right  re- 
served by  the  empire  for  exceptional  use." 

The  new  mode  of  legislation  deviated  from  the  ordinary  pro- 
cess of  imperial  legislation  in  several  particulars.  The  consent 
of  the  Imperial  Diet  was  no  longer  necessary  even  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  territorial  budget.  In  its  place  stood  the  Ter- 
ritorial Committee,  a  body  elected  out  of  the  territory  itself, 
thus  giving  Alsace-Lorraine  a  positive  voice  in  territorial  legis- 
lation. The  organs  of  territorial  legislation  were  now  the  em- 
peror, the  Federal  Council  and  the  Territorial  Committee. 
Another  deviation  manifested  itself  in  the  rdle  played  by  the 
emperor  in  territorial  legislation.  Prior  to  the  law  of  May  2, 
1877,  in  conformity  with  article  7  of  the  imperial  constitution, 
and  following  the  ordinary  method  of  imperial  legislation,  the 
laws  for  Alsace-Lorraine  were  sanctioned  by  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil. Under  the  provisions  of  section  i  of  the  law  of  May  2, 
1877,  legislation  did  not  proceed,  as  stipulated  in  article  5  of 
the  constitution,  from  the  Federal  Council  and  Imperial  Diet, 

^Laband,  vol.  ii,  p.  251. 

'Hmenel,  Staatsrecht,  p.  828,  states  the  matter  thus:  <<  Alle  ReichsangeUgenhetUn 
werden  auch  fiir  Elsass-Lothringen  durch  diejenigen  Organe,  in  denjenigen  Formen 
und  mit  denjenigen  Rechtswirkungen  von  Reichswegen  geordnet  und  verwaltet,  wie 
dies  gemeingiiltig  die  Reichsverfassung  vorschreibt.  Dagegen  die  elsass-lotbrin- 
gischen  LandesangelegenheiUn  werden  von  den  Organen  des  Reiches  in  den  besond- 
eren  Ordnnngen,  in  den  Fonnen  und  mit  den  Rechtswirkungen  wabrgenommen, 
wekbe  die  Reichsgesetxe  oder  das  Partikularrecbt  fUr  EUsass-Lotbringen  besonders 
▼oncbreiben." 
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but  from  the  emperor,  with  the  consent  of  the  Federal  Council 
and  the  Territorial  Committee.  The  territorial  laws  were  sanc- 
tioned by  the  emperor  just  as  they  had  been  sanctioned  by 
him  under  the  law  of  June  9,  1871,  while  the  Federal  Council, 
no  longer  the  law-giver  proper,  was  reduced  to  the  level  of  the 
Territorial  Committee — a  body  whose  consent  was  necessary  to 
the  issue  of  a  law  by  the  emperor,  but  whose  resolutions  the 
emperor  was  not  bound  to  engross  and  publish.* 

While  the  law  of  May  2,  1877,  did  not  affect  the  administra- 
tive organization  of  the  territory,  certain  changes  which  were 
taking  place  in  the  Imperial  Chancery  were  making  themselves 
felt  in  Alsace-Lorraine.  The  Imperial  Chancery  began,  in 
1873,  to  erect  what  had  hitherto  been  mere  "  divisions"  of  one 
general  office  into  separate  "  departments,"  each  with  a  state 
secretary  at  its  head.'  On  January  i,  1877,  "division  iii," 
which  had  been  occupied  with  the  affairs  of  Alsace-Lorraine, 
became  a  separate  department,  known  as  the  "  department  for 
Alsace-Lorraine."  At  the  same  time  "  division  iv  "  became  the 
imperial  department  of  justice.  On  March  17,  1878,  a  law  was 
passed  authorizing  the  imperial  chancellor  to  appoint  a  substi- 
tute, or  deputy,  who  might  sign  for  him  and  assume  other  re- 
sponsibilities imposed  upon  the  chancellor  by  the  imperial  con- 
stitution or  by  law.3  The  heads  of  departments,  moreover, 
were  made  competent  to  act  as  such  deputies,  each  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  department  of  which  he  was  chief.  As  a  re- 
sult of  this  law,  a  new  instance  was  thrust  in  between  the  presi- 
dent and  the  imperial  chancellor,  so  far  as  the  administrative 
affairs  of  the  territory  were  concerned.  This  complicated  the 
position  of  the  president  not  a  little.  "  The  three  instances, 
which  had  been  created  under  the  laws  of  the  territory  and  of 

^Laband,  vol.  ii,  p.  252:  **Zwar  untersoheidet  die  Fassung  des  §  I  die  Zustim- 
mung  des  Bundesrats  von  derjenigen  des  Landesausschusses  durch  eine  verschiedene 
Art  der  Erwfthnung;  wirklich  entscheidend  aber  ist  allein  der  Satz,  dass  dem  Kaiser 
das  Placet  der  Landesgesetze  zusteht  und  er  nicbt  recbtlich  verpflichtet  ist,  ein  vom 
Bundesrate  t)eschlossenes  Gesetz  auszufertigen  und  zu  verkiindigen."  The  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  takes  place  by  means  of  a  special  GatetU  for  Alsace-Lorraine. 

*See  Law  of  June  27,  1873  {RGBL,  1873,  P-  ^^i;  GBL  fUr  Elsass-Lathrin^en 
1873,  p.  131);  Ordinance  of  Dec.  22,  1875  (RGBl,^  1875,  p.  379). 

^RGBl.,  1878,  p.  7. 
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the  empire,  had  become  five.  Furthermore,  the  departments  of 
administration  and  of  justice  were  torn  asunder  and  assigned  to 
two  entirely  separate  and  distinct  boards." ' 

V.  In  order  to  obviate  the  difficulties  growing  out  of  this  state 
of  affairs,  a  law  was  passed  on  July  4,  1879,'  to  go  into  effect 
on  October  i,  1879,  from  which  date  is  reckoned  the  fifth  period 
in  the  development  of  the  territorial  organization — the  system 
under  which  Alsace-Lorraine  is  governed  at  the  present  time. 
The  changes  made  by  this  law  were  sweeping.  The  administra- 
tion of  the  imperial  territory  was  wholly  revolutionized.  It  was 
entirely  disassociated  from  the  person  of  the  imperial  chancellor ; 
the  department  of  the  Imperial  Chancery  for  Alsace-Lorraine 
was  abolished,  and  the  seat  of  all  the  governmental  organs  of 
the  territory  was  transferred  to  the  territory  itself.  The  office 
of  president  of  the  territory  was  likewise  abolished.  In  order 
to  carry  on  the  functions  of  the  department  for  Alsace-Lorraine, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  department  of  justice  so  far  as  they 
touched  territorial  matters,  and  in  order  to  perform  the  duties 
which  had  been  laid  upon  the  president,  a  board  was  erected  in 
Strassburg,  under  the  name  of  **  ministry  for  Alsace-Lorraine," 
with  a  secretary  of  state  at  its  head. 

In  the  place  of  the  imperial  chancellor  and  the  territorial 
president,  the  law  provided  for  a  new  official  who  should  visibly 
embody  in  Alsace-Lorraine  the  sovereign  authority  of  the 
empire.  Section  i  of  the  law  empowered  the  emperor  to  dele- 
gate the  authority  vested  in  himself,  as  representative  {Dele- 
gatar)  of  the  power  of  the  state  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  to  an 
official  to  be  known  as  the  governor  {Statthalter)  y  whose  ap- 
pointment and  dismissal  were  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  emperor, 
and  whose  residence  should  be  in  Strassburg.  The  scope  of  the 
authority  to  be  thus  delegated  to  the  governor  was  to  be  fixed 
by  ah  ordinance  of  the  emperor.  ^  All  the  powers  and  duties 
which  had  been  conferred  by  law  or  ordinance  upon  the  imperial 

^  Labandy  vol.  ii,  p.  220.  ^  RGBl.^  1879,  p.  165;  Triepel,  p.  219. 

'Compare  the  following  ordinances:  July  23,  1879  (^RGBl.^  1879,  p.  281);  Sep- 
tember 28,  1885  {RGBl.y  1885,  p.  273);  March  15,  1888  (RGBi.,  1888,  p.  130); 
June  20,  1888  {RGBl.,  1888,  p.  189);  December  11,  1889  {RGBl.,  1889,  p.  a); 
March  14,  1893  (RGBi.^  1893,  P-  '37)5  November  5,  1894  (RGB/.,  1894,  p.  529). 
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chancellor,  in  matters  pertaining  to  Alsace-Lorraine,  as  well  as 
the  extraordinary  powers  assigned  to  the  president  by  the  law 
of  December  30,  1871,  were  granted  to  the  governor. '  At  the 
same  time,  the  Territorial  Committee  was  enlarged  and  its  powers 
were  increased.  A  Council  of  State,  with  advisory  power,  was 
added  to  the  territorial  organization,  while  the  competence  of 
the  Federal  Council  was  restricted  by  the  transfer  of  certain 
functions  heretofore  exercised  by  that  body  to  the  new  ministry. 

The  institutions  of  the  imperial  territory,  as  at  present  or- 
ganized, are  the  following: 

(i)  The  emperor.  The  state  power  in  Alsace-Lorraine  is 
vested  in  the  empire.  The  exercise  of  that  power  is  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  emperor.  The  legal  title  under  which  the 
emperor  exercises  this  power  is  found  in  the  law  of  June  9, 1871. 
The  emperor  is  not  the  ruler  or  monarch  of  Alsace-Lorraine  in 
the  sense  in  which,  for  example,  the  king  of  Bavaria  is  monarch 
of  Bavaria.  Alsace-Lorraine  is  not  an  appurtenance  of  the  im- 
perial crown.  Whatever  authority  is  exercised  by  the  emperor 
in  the  imperial  territory  is  exercised  in  the  name  of  the  empire, 
never  in  his  own  name.  ■  The  territorial  ruler  {Landesherr)  of 
Alsace-Lorraine  is  the  empire.  The  emperor  is  simply  the 
agent  {Delegatar)  of  the  empire. 

(2)  The  governor.  The  legal  title  of  the  governor  {Statt- 
halter)  rests  upon  the  law  of  July  4,  1879,  sections  i  and  2. 
He  is  appointed  by  the  emperor  and  is  also  removable  by  him. 
The  appointment  is  countersigned  by  the  imperial  chancellor,  ^ 
as  is  also  the  ordinance  transferring  to  him  the  powers  of  the 
emperor.     The  governor  acts  in  two  capacities : 

(a)   He  is  the  personal  representative  of  the  emperor,  when 

'  Law  of  July  4,  1879,  Sec.  2.  For  the  law  of  December  30,  1871,  see  GBLfUr 
Elsass'Lothrin^en,  1872,  p.  49.  Sec.  10  of  this  law  grants  certain  military  powers  to 
the  president  in  case  the  public  safety  is  threatened.  This  section  was  repealed  by  the 
law  of  June  18,  1902  {RGB/.,  1902,  p.  281). 

'Laband,  vol.  ii,  pp.  221,  222;  Meyer,  Staatsrecht^  p.  431,  note  i;  StOber,  op, 
cit.^  pp.  660-^58. 

*  While  the  transfer  of  the  emperor's  power  to  the  governor  is  optional,  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  governor  is  obligatory.     Cf,  Laband,  vol.  ii,  pp.  229,  it  seq. 
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the  emperor  sees  fit  to  invest  him  with  the  powers  he  himself 
possesses  in  the  imperial  territory.  The  emperor  is  under  no 
obligation  to  transfer  his  powers  to  the  governor ;  the  matter  is 
purely  optional  with  him.  But  when  the  governor  has  been 
once  invested  with  the  governmental  powers  of  the  emperor  in 
Alsace-Lorraine,  he  becomes,  until  such  time  as  these  powers 
may  be  again  resumed  by  the  emperor,  the  vice-empcror.  The 
powers  thus  transferred  by  the  emperor  attach  to  the  person  of 
the  governor,  not  to  the  office.  Hence,  when  the  governor  is 
hindered  in  the  exercise  of  his  imposed  duties,  these  functions 
revert  to  the  emperor.  When  acting  as  the  representative  of 
the  emperor,  the  governor  is  not  constitutionally  responsible, 
nor  does  he  stand  in  any  disciplinary  relation.  He  is,  of  course, 
responsible  to  the  emperor  for  the  proper  discharge  of  his 
duties.  The  decrees  and  ordinances  issued  by  the  governor  in 
his  capacity  as  representative  of  the  emperor,  have  the  same 
force  as  imperial  ordinances  and  decrees,  and  require  for  their 
validity  the  countersignature  of  the  territorial  secretary  of  state, 
who  thereby  assumes  responsibility  therefor.* 

{ti)  The  governor  is  also  an  official  of  the  empire.  He 
occupies  that  position  in  Alsace-Lorraine  which  was  formerly 
held  by  the  imperial  chancellor  and  the  president.*  As  an 
official  of  the  empire,  however,  the  governor  is  not  a  deputy  of 
the  imperial  chancellor,  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  respect- 
ing the  appointment  of  deputies  to  the  imperial  chancellor.3 
As  Laband  explains : 

The  govcmor  takes  the  place  of  the  imperial  chancellor  not  as  his  dele- 
gate but  as  his  successor.  The  competence  of  the  imperial  chancellor 
was  divided  into  two  spheres  by  the  law  of  July  4,  1879 ;  ^^  compe- 
tence in  general  affairs  of  the  empire,  and  the  competence  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  imperial  territory.  The  latter  has  been  taken  away 
from  the  imperial  chancellor  and  given  to  the  governor.  The  theory 
of  the  imperial  constitution,  that  there  is  but  one  imperial  minister,  has 
been  changed  by  the  law  of  1879.     Since  then  there  have  been  two. 

^Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec.  4,  cl.  I. 

•  Ibid,  sec.  2. 

•Law  of  March  17,  1878,  (RGBl.y  1878,  p.  7.) 
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The  governor  is  the  imperial  chanceUor  for  Akace-Lonmine,  jost  as 
the  Territorial  Committee  is  the  Imperial  Diet  for  Alsace-Lonmine/ 

In  so  far  as  he  acts  in  the  capacity  of  an  official  of  the  empire, 
the  governor  is  responsible.  He  is  responsible,  however,  not  to 
the  Territorial  Committee,  but  to  the  Imperial  Diet — at  least  in 
theory.  In  practice,  however,  he  would  se^m  to  be  responsible 
to  the  Territorial  Committee. 

The  governor  has  no  relations  whatever  with  the  Imperial  Diet,  while 
the  Territorial  Committee,  in  fixing  the  budget,  auditing  the  accounts, 
discussing  measures,  petitions,  etc,^  is  in  a  position  to  criticize  the 
action  of  the  government,  and  only  over  against  this  body  can  the 
government  justify  its  acts  and  establish  its  propositions.' 

Theoretically,  the  governor  should  countersign  the  ordinances 
of  the  emperor  touching  territorial  matters,  f.  e.  those  matters 
which,  in  the  division  of  powers  recognized  in  the  imperial  con- 
stitution, fall  within  the  competence  of  the  individual  states.  ^ 
Here  also  theory  and  practice  fail  to  coincide.  Laws  affecting 
the  territorial  affairs  of  Alsace-Lorraine  and  passed  (under  the 
reservation  contained  in  section  2,  clause  i,  of  the  law  of  May 
2,  1877)  by  the  legislative  organs  of  the  empire,  are  signed  by 
the  governor  and  by  the  imperial  chancellor,  the  latter  assuming 
the  responsibility  for  the  law  and  the  supervision  of  its  execu- 
tion/ In  all  those  matters  in  which  the  governor  acts  as  an 
official  of  the  empire,  and  as  successor  of  the  imperial  chancel- 
lor, the  territorial  state  secretary  has  the  rights  and  responsi- 
bility of  a  deputy  of  the  governor,  to  the  same  extent  in  which, 
under  the  law  of  March  17,  1878,  such  rights  and  responsibility 
are  possessed  by  the  deputy  of  the  imperial  chancellor.  The 
right  of  the  governor  himself  to  perform  any  official  function 
which  falls  within  his  sphere  is  reserved.^ 

*  Lal)and,  vol.  ii,  p.  229.  ^  Ibid,  p.  231. 

'Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sees.  2  and  4.  See  also  law  of  June  9,  1871,  sec.  3,  cl.  4, 
and  law  of  May  2,  1877,  sees,  i  and  2.  Compare  Lahand,  vol.  ii,  p.  230;  Meyer, 
Sta.iisrocljt,  p.  432;  Arndt,  Slaatsreeht,  p.  754;  Kayser,  in  Holizendorff' s  Rechls- 
lexikon,  vol.  iii,  p.  405;  Leoni,  Das  offentliche  Recht  des  Reichslandes  Elsass-Lotb- 
ringcn,  pp.  89,  167  et  seq, 

*See  examples  eited  by  Lahand,  vol.  ii,  p.  230,  note  5. 

*  Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec.  4,  cl.  2. 


No.  3]  ALSACE-LORRAINE  465 

(3)  The  ministry — no  longer  located  in  Berlin  as  a  depart- 
ment of  the  Imperial  Chancery,  but,  as  already  noted,  transferred 
to  Strassburg — still  maintains  the  character  of  an  imperial  board, 
equally  with  the  other  imperial  departments,  such  as  the  depart- 
ment of  the  interior  or  the  department  of  justice ;  not,  however, 
under  the  imperial  chancellor,  but  under  the  governor.  At  the 
head  of  the  ministry  is  a  state  secretary,  who,  as  noted  in  the 
preceding  paragraph,  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  governor  in 
certain  matters  as  the  deputy  of  the  imperial*  chancellor  bears 
to  that  official  under  the  law  of  March  18,  1878.  The  ministry 
is  grouped  into  several  divisions,  at  the  head  of  each  of  which 
is  placed  an  under-secretary  of  state.  Both  the  state  secretary 
and  the  under-secretaries  of  state  are  appointed  by  the  emperor. 
These  appointments  are  countersigned  by  the  governor,  to  whom 
is  assigned  the  appointment  of  the  other  high  ministerial  officials.' 
The  details  of  the  organization  of  the  ministry  are  fixed  by  or- 
dinance of  the  emperor. "  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  min- 
istry include  all  those  which  formerly  rested  upon  the  Imperial 
Chancery  department  for  Alsace-Lorraine,  as  well  as  those 
which  belonged  to  the  president  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  law 
of  July  4,  1879,  together  with  such  further  competence  as  may 
have  been  granted  since  by  territorial  legislation.  3  Under  the 
ministry  stand  the  various  administrative  and  judicial  authorities 
of  the  territory,  with  the  exception  of  those  concerned  with 
matters  which,  like  the  post  and  telegraph,  imperial  railroads 
and  the  imperial  bank,  belong  to  the  competence  of  the  empire, 
and  military  matters,  which  ar6  administered  by  Prussia.  * 

(4)  Council  of  state.  By  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  the 
law  of  July  4,  1879,  a  council  of  state  was  created,  consisting  of 

'  Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec.  6.  The  subordinate  officials  are  appointed  by  the  state 
secretary.  As  to  the  legal  relations  of  these  officials,  see  the  law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec. 
6,  cl.  3;  also  I^band,  vol.  ii,  pp.  233  et  stq.\  Haenel,  Staatsrecht,  p.  83J;  Meyer, 
Staatsrecht,  p.  440,  note  4;   Leoni,  op,  cit.,  pp.  128  et  seq, 

*  Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec.  5;  ordinance  of  July  23,  1879  {GBl.  fur  Elsass-Loth- 
ringen^  1879,  p.  81),  amended  by  ordinances  of  July  29,  1881  ( GBl,^  1881,  p.  95); 
April  21,  1882  {GBl.j  1882,  p.  67);  April  25,  1887  {GBL,  1887,  p.  43);  Jan.  16, 
1895  {GBl.y  1895,  p.  3);   April  2,  1902  (GBi,,  1902,  p.  29). 

•  Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec.  3. 

*Sce  Leoni,  Das  Verfassungsrecht  von  Elsass*Ix)thringen  (1892),  pp.  92  et  seq. 
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the  state  secretary,  the  under-secretaries,  the  president  oi  the 
supreme  court  of  the  territory,  the  chief  attorney  attached  to 
the  supreme  court,  and  from  eight  to  twelve  members  appointed 
by  the  emperor  for  a  term  of  three  years.  Three  of  the  members 
appointed  by  the  emperor  are  nominated  by  the  Territorial 
Committee.  The  meetings  of  the  council  of  state  are  presided 
over  by  the  governor  or,  in  case  he  is  prevented  from  acting,  by 
the  state  secretary.  * 

The  functions  of  the  council  of  state  are  purely  advisory,  and 
in  no  sense  legislative  or  judicial.  *  The  council  is  called  upon 
to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  drafts  of  all  proposed  laws  and  of 
general  ordinances  issued  for  the  execution  of  those  laws,  as 
well  as  on  matters  which  may  be  submitted  to  it  by  the  gover- 
nor. The  law  of  July  4,  1879,  requires  that  all  laws  and  general 
ordinances,  without  exception,  shall  be  laid  before  the  council 
of  state.  Should  this  be  neglected  or  omitted,  however,  the 
validity  of  the  measure  would  be  in  no  wise  affected. '  The 
council  of  state  is  not  an  innovation  in  the  organization  of 
Alsace-Lorraine.  It  is  rather  the  revival  of  an  institution  long 
and  favorably  known  there — the  conseil  d*  itat  whose  functions 
seemed  specially  needed  in  the  peculiar  conditions  existing  in 
Alsace-Lorraine.  *  The  reasons  for  its  revival  were  set  forth  in 
the  "  motives  "  to  section  9  of  the  law  of  July  4,  1879 : 

It  will  hardly  be  doubted  that  a  comprehensive  and  thorough  consideia^ 
tion  of  the  propositions  to  be  laid  by  the  government  before  the  legis- 
lative factors  is  better  secured,  if  the  preparation  of  those  propositions 
is  not  left  to  the  several  ministerial  departments  alone,  but  is  handed 
over  for  discussion  to  a  body  in  which  are  combined  a  knowledge  of  law 
and  of  business,  an  insight  into  the  needs  of  the  territory,  and  an  as- 
sured position  in  life,  removed  as  far  as  possible  from  the  struggles  of 
political  parties.  The  initiative  and  the  preliminary  draft  would  natu- 
rally fall,  as  a  rule,  to  the  minister  of  the  department  concemed,  but 
the  necessary  scrutiny  of  the  law  to  ascertain  whether  it  would  be  useful 
and  practicable,  what  reaction  it  might  have  upon  the  interests  of  the 

*  Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec.  10.     The  order  of  business  is  fixed  by  the  emperor. 

'  Legislative  and  other  special  functions  may,  however,  be  granted  to  it  by  terri* 
torial  legislation.     Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec.  9. 

•  Leoni,  op,  tit,  p.  96.  *  Ibid,  p.  95. 
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territory  administered  by  other  departments,  and,  finally,  whether  the 
purpose  of  the  law  has  reached  its  desired  expression  in  the  wording  of 
the  draft — ^this  transcends  the  scope  of  the  individual  department. 

(S)  The  Federal  Council  of  the  empire  is  an  organ  of  legisla- 
tion in  Alsace-Lorraine.  According  to  sections  i  and  2  of  the 
law  of  May  2,  1877 — sections  which  were  not  repealed  by  the 
law  of  July  4,  1879 — laws  for  Alsace-Lorraine  are  issued  by  the 
emperor  with  the  consent  of  the  Federal  Council,  provided  the 
consent  of  the  Territorial  Committee  has  been  obtained  to  the 
desired  measure,  By  special  provision,  however,  the  right  is 
reserved  to  legislate  for  Alsace-Lorraine  through  the  usual  or- 
gans of  imperial  legislation.  The  laws  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  then, 
as  well  as  the  laws  of  the  empire,  require  for  their  validity  the 
consent  of  the  Federal  Council.  It  must  not  be  inferred,  how- 
ever, that  the  position  of  the  Federal  Council  is  the  same  in 
both  cases.  According  to  article  5  of  the  imperial  constitution, 
the  legislative  power  of  the  empire  is  exercised  by  the  Federal 
Council  and  the  Imperial  Diet,  and  a  majority  in  both  bodies  is 
necessary  and  sufficient.  Such  consent  being  had,  the  emperor 
is  bound  to  engross  and  publish  the  law.  The  prevailing  view 
is  that  the  Federal  Council  is  the  imperial  organ  in  which  legis- 
lative power  rests,  from  which  the  mandatory  element  in  the  law 
proceeds  and  to  which  the  ordinance  power  is  assigned.  In 
strictly  territorial  legislation,  on  the  contrary,  the  placet  belongs 
to  the  emperor.  It  is  he  who,  as  holder  of  state  power  (7>5- 
ger  der  Staatsgewalt )  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  exercises  the  legis- 
lative power.  Section  i  of  the  law  of  May  2,  1877,  explicitly 
declares  it.  In  territorial  legislation,  therefore,  the  Federal 
Council  has  no  authority  different  from  that  possessed  by  the 
Territorial  Committee.  The  required  consent  of  the  Federal 
Council  in  territorial  legislation  is  a  constitutional  check  upon  the 
power  of  the  emperor.  The  functions  of  the  Federal  Council 
are,  in  this  case,  those  of  a  parliamentary  body  or  upper  house.' 

'See  Stenographic  Reports  of  the  Imperial  Diet,  1879,  vol.  ii,  p.  1631.  It  is  in 
accord  with  this  idea  that  the  power  to  issue  ordinances  for  the  execution  of  the  terri- 
torial laws  belongs  to  the  emperor  and  not  to  the  Federal  Council.  So  far  as  terri- 
torial laws  are  concerned,  article  7,  cl.  2  of  the  imperial  constitution  does  not  operate. 
Leoni,  op,  cit,  p.  54. 
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The  cooperation  of  the  Federal  Council  is  necessary  in  the 
discharge  of  certain  administrative  business.  The  government 
is  bound  to  lay  before  the  Federal  Council  the  accounts  of  the 
territorial  budget.*  The  compulsory  retirement  of  an  official 
who  has  become  incapacitated  for  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
by  reasons  of  bodily  infirmity  or  on  account  of  mental  or  physi- 
cal weakness,  can  be  brought  about,  in  the  case  of  officials  ap- 
pointed by  the  emperor,  by  an  order  of  the  emperor,  but  only 
with  the  consent  of  the  Federal  Council."  Ordinances  of  the 
emperor  touching  the  erection  of  disciplinary  chambers  and  the 
delimitation  of  disciplinary  districts  are  issued  with  the  consent 
of  the  Federal  Council.  The  Federal  Council  selects  the  mem- 
bers of  the  disciplinary  chambers  and  the  order  of  business  in 
the  disciplinary  boards  is  subjected  to  its  approval.3 

(6)  The  Territorial  Committee  is  a  creation  of  imperial  law, 
and  so  long  as  the  empire  reserves  to  itself  the  power  to  give  a 
constitution  to  Alsace-Lorraine,  an  imperial  law  may  wipe  it  out 
of  existence.  In  this  respect  a  sharp  contrast  is  drawn  between 
the  Territorial  Committee  and  the  Diets  {Landtage)  of  the 
several  German  states.  A  further  difference  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  powers  usually  exercised  by  the  assemblies  of  the  states 
are  not  exercised  by  the  Territorial  Committee  alone  or  exclu- 
sively, but  are  granted  also  to  the  Imperial  Diet  by  the  reserva- 
tion in  the  law  of  May  2,  1877,  already  referred  to.  As  a  re- 
sult, the  cooperation  of  the  Territorial  Committee  in  territorial 
legislation  is  not  a  necessary  condition,  but  an  optional  one. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  legal  position  of  the  Territorial  Com- 
mittee is  not  identical  with  that  of  a  provincial  assembly.  It 
has,  under  the  law,  a  full  right  of  cooperation  in  legislation, 
where  the  reserved  imperial  right  to  legislate  is  not  exercised, 
and  in  fixing  the  budget.     It  exercises  all  the  rights  which 

*  Law  of  May  2,  1877,  sec.  3. 

'  Law  of  March  31,  1873,  sec.  66.  With  respect  to  the  other  officials  the  governor 
decides  the  question  of  retirement,  and  from  his  decision  an  appeal  may  be  taken  to 
the  Federal  Council.     See  Leoni,  op,  cit,  p.  54. 

'Law  of  March  31,  1873,  sees.  87,  91,  92,  93.  See  also  law  July  4,  1879,  sec.  8. 
In  appeals  touching  ecclesiastical  matters  {Kekurse  we^en  Afissbrauchs,  etc)  the  Fed- 
eral Council  decides  after  investigation  by  its  judicial  committee.  In  this  respect  it 
takes  the  place  of  the  French  Conseil  </'  Aiat.     Law  of  December  31,  187 1,  sec  9. 
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usually  appertain  to  the  representative  body  in  a  constitutional 
state.  The  territory,  however,  is  not  a  state,  and  for  that  reason 
it  can  have  no  state  organs.  The  powers  of  the  Territorial 
Committee  are  derived  wholly  from  the  empire,  and  its  whole 
existence  rests  upon  imperial  law.  It  is  therefore  an  organ  of 
the  empire,  or,  to  use  the  words  of  Laband,  it  is  a  **  special  sub- 
stitute Reichstags  which  operates  in  the  affairs  of  Alsace-Lor- 
raine in  place  of  the  regular  Reichstag^  It  does  not  represent 
a  **  people  of  Alsace-Lorraine,"  but  the  **  German  people  of  the 
Empire,  so  far  as  that  people  may  be  domiciled  in  Alsace-Lor- 
raine and  may  be  interested,  for  that  reason,  in  the  special  af- 
fairs of  the  territory.  In  contrast  with  the  Reichstag  it  is  a 
special  representative  of  the  population  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  but 
it  is  an  organ  of  the  empire  just  as  the  Reichstag  is." ' 

The  Territorial  Committee  is  composed  of  58  members,  34  of 
whom  are  elected  by  the  district  assemblies  out  of  their  own 
membership,*  four  are  chosen  in  the  same  manner  by  the  com- 
munal councils  of  the  cities  of  Strassburg,  Colmar,  Metz  and 
Mulhausen,  one  from  each  city,  3  and  20  are  elected  by  indirect 
ballot  from  the  various  circles  into  which  the  territory  is  divided.* 
The  term  of  office  is  three  years.  The  emperor  has  the  exclu- 
sive right  to  call,  adjourn  and  dissolve  the  Territorial  Com- 
mittee.5     The  ministers  or  their  representatives  have  a  right  to 

*  Laband,  vol.  ii,  p.  225.  A  distinction  is  made  here  between  **  people  **  (  Volk) 
and  **  population  *'  (Bevblkerurt^).  Jellinek,  Staatsfragmente,  p.  287,  declares 
that  the  Territorial  Committee  is  not  an  organ  of  the  empire,  but  of  the  territory  as 
a  corporate  body,  which  has  itself  received  its  organization  through  this  very  Terri- 
torial Committee.  He  further  claims  that  the  Committee,  by  reason  of  its  share  in  the 
function  of  legislation,  is  not  the  organ  of  a  provincial  corporation  but  is  a  state 
organ. 

•That  is,  10  by  the  district  assembly  of  Upper  Alsace,  ii  by  the  district  assembly 
of  Lower  Alsace,  and  13  by  the  district  assembly  of  Lorraine.  Should  a  member 
thus  elected  cease  to  be  a  member  of  the  district  assembly,  his  membership  in  the 
Committee  ceases  at  the  same  time.     Decree  of  Oct.  29,  1875,  cl.  2. 

'  Each  Communal  Council  elects  from  its  own  body,  and  membership  in  the  Com- 
mittee ceases  with  the  loss  of  membership  in  the  council. 

^The  city  communes  of  Colmar  and  Mulhausen  are  excluded  from  voting  in  the 
election  of  members  from  the  circles  of  Colmar  and  Mulhausen.  Law  of  July  4,  1879, 
sec.  13. 

*Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec.  19.    The  dissolution  of  the  Committee  carries  with  it 
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be  present  during  the  transaction  of  business  by  the  Committee, 
and  must  be  heard  at  any  time  on  their  own  request.'  The 
general  provisions  of  the  imperial  law  protecting  the  members 
of  representative  bodies  apply  also  to  the  members  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Committee.*  The  special  provisions,  however,  which 
concern  members  of  the  Imperial  Diet  particularly,  have  no  ap- 
plication. 3 

Having  discussed  briefly  the  organization  of  Alsace-Lorraine, 
a  few  words  must  be  added  respecting  legislation  in  the  terri- 
tory. Laws  may  come  into  being  in  Alsace-Lorraine  in  any 
one  of  three  ways :  ( i )  by  a  decree  of  the  emperor  with  the 
consent  of  the  Federal  Council  and  the  Territorial  Committee ; 
(2)  by  a  decree  of  the  emperor  with  the  consent  of  the  Federal 
Council  and  the  Imperial  Diet;  and,  (3)  by  a  decree  of  the 
emperor  with  the  consent  of  the  Federal  Council,  in  the  form 
of  a  provisional  ordinance  having  the  force  of  law.  The  first 
method  is  generally  employed.     . 

( I )  In  legislation  on  matters  pertaining  to  Alsace-Lorraine, 
that  is,  in  what  may  be  termed  territorial  legislation,  the  right 
of  initiative  belongs  not  only  to  the  goverment,  but  to  the  Fed- 
eral Council  and  the  Territorial  Committee.*  Before  a  bill  is  sub- 
mitted to  these  legislative  bodies,  it  is  laid  before  the  council  of 
state  for  its  expert  opinion,  and  is  then  introduced  into  the  Fed- 
eral Council.  From  the  Federal  Council  it  passes  to  the  Terri- 
torial Committee.  The  result  of  the  deliberation  in  the  Federal 
Council  is  communicated  to  the  governor  by  the  president  of 
the  Federal  Council,  while  the  action  of  the  Territorial  Com- 
mittee is  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  government  by  the 
president  of  the  Committee.     The  government  is  not  bound  by 

the  dissolution  of  the  district  assemblies.  A  new  election  of  assemblies  must  take 
place  within  three  months  and  of  the  Committee  within  six  months  from  the  date  of 
dissolution. 

J  Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec.  21. 

•  Law  of  August  30,  1 871,  art.  i.  See  Laband,  vol.  ii,  p.  227;  Leoni,  op,  cit,^^, 
72;   Meyer,  Staatsrecht,  p.  426,  note  17. 

*  The  members  of  the  Committee  may  and  do  receive  compensation.  This  is  at 
present  fixed  at  20  marks  per  diem  with  mileage  and  is  paid  out  of  the  territorial 
treasury. 

*Law  of  July  4,  1879,  sec.  21. 


No.  3]  ALSACE-LORRAINE  47 1 

the  action  of  the  Federal  Council  or  Territorial  Committee,  but 
may  withdraw  the  measure  at  any  time.  Nor  is  there  any  period 
fixed  within  which  the  government,  after  the  Federal  Council 
has  acted  upon  a  bill,  must  submit  that  bill  to  the  Territorial 
Committee  for  its  action  or  to  the  emperor  for  his  sanction. 
Nothing  stands  legally  in  the  way  of  holding  bills  which  have 
been  passed  by  the  Federal  Council  before  the  beginning  of  the 
session  of  the  Territorial  Committee  or  during  such  session,  and 
submitting  them  to  the  action  of  the  Committee  at  a  subsequent 
session.' 

Both  the  Federal  Council  and  the  Territorial  Committee  may 
amend  bills  submitted  to  them.  Should  amendments  be  made 
in  the  Territorial  Committee,  no  matter  what  the  nature  of  the 
amendment  may  be  or  how  seemingly  unimportant,  the  bill  must 
be  returned  to  the  Federal  Council  for  its  consent,  since,  as 
Leoni  observes,  "  the  activity  of  the  Federal  Council  may  not  at 
any  time  be  made  contingent  upon  the  views  of  the  government 
as  to  the  importance  or  unimportance  of  the  amendments." 
When  a  bill  is  accepted  by  the  Territorial  Committee  without 
alteration,  a  further  action  of  the  Federal  Council  is  not  neces- 
sary, as  in  imperial  legislation,  nor  is  it  customary  in  territorial 
legislation. 

The  sanction  of  a  law  is  imparted  by  the  emperor,  not,  as  in 
imperial  legislation,  by  the  Federal  Council.  In  territorial 
legislation  the  Federal  Council  stands  upon  the  same  level  with 
the  Territorial  Committee,  possessing  no  authority  which  that 
body  does  not  also  possess.  **  It  is  not  a  lawgiver  proper.  Its 
consent  is  simply  a  condition  to  the  issue  of  a  law  on  the  part 
of  the  emperor."  ■  In  deciding  whether  a  bill  shall  become 
law,  the  emperor  is  perfectly  free  to  exercise  his  own  discretion. 
He  is  not  in  any  sense  bound  by  the  majority  vote  of  the  Fede- 
ral Council,^  nor  does  the  fact  that  the  bill  has  passed  both 
legislative  bodies  lay  upon  him  any  legal  obligation  whatever  to 

*  Leoni,  op,  cit.^  p.  162. 

'Laband,  rol.  ii,  p.  252;  Leoni,  op,  cit.f  p.  161. 

'  **  The  emperor  may  sanction  a  bill  although  the  Prussian  delegates  in  the  Federal 
Council  have  voted  against  it  and  may  refuse  sanction  although  the  Prussian  votes 
in  the  Federal  G)uncil  are  in  the  affirmative."     Leoni,  op,  cii,,  p.  162. 
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impart  to  that  bill  his  sanction.  Bills  which  have  received  the 
sanction  of  the  emperor  are  engrossed  by  him  {ausgefertigt), 
countersigned  by  the  governor  or  by  his  deputy,  the  territorial 
state  secretary  and  published  in  the  Gazette  for  Alsace-Lorraine. 

(2)  In  section  2  of  the  law  of  May  2,  1877,  ^^  right  of  pass- 
ing laws  for  Alsace-Lorraine  in  the  way  of  ordinary  imperial 
legislation  is  specially  reserved.  Under  the  provisions  of  this 
law,  a  measure  affecting  territorial  matters  in  Alsace-Lorraine 
may  be  passed  by  the  Federal  Council  and  the  Imperial  Diet 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  emperor,  with  no  reference  what- 
ever to  the  Territorial  Committee.  In  such  a  case  the  bill  might 
originate  in  the  Imperial  Diet  as  well  as  in  the  Federal  Council, 
and  it  would  not  be  submitted  to  the  territorial  council  of  state 
for  its  opinion.  Moreover,  bills  passed  in  the  form  of  ordinary 
imperial  legislation,  though  the  matters  dealt  with  be  purely  ter- 
ritorial, do  not  lose  thereby  their  character  of  imperial  laws.* 
The  fact  that  laws  affecting  the  imperial  territory  may  be  passed 
in  two  different  modes  might  well  lead  to  serious  complications. 
Moreover,  delicate  questions  might  arise  as  to  the  status  of  a 
measure  which,  voted  down  in  the  Territorial  Committee,  was 
thereupon  introduced  in  the  Imperial  Diet  by  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil for  adoption  in  the  way  of  imperial  legislation. 

A  question  arises  at  this  point  as  to  the  relation  of  laws  passed 
in  the  form  of  territorial  legislation  to  those  passed  in  the  form 
of  imperial  legislation.  According  to  article  2  of  the  imperial 
constitution,  imperial  laws  take  precedence  of  state  laws.  The 
decisive  fact  is  not  the  date  of  publication.  The  later  law  does 
not  as  such  repeal  the  earlier.  The  principle  is  simply  that  an 
expression  of  will  on  the  part  of  a  higher  power  overrides  an  ex- 
pression of  will  on  the  part  of  a  subordinate  power.  In  Alsace- 
Lorraine,  however,  there  is  but  one  state  power — the  power  of 
the  empire.  Imperial  laws  for  Alsace-Lorraine  and  territorial 
laws  for  Alsace-Lorraine  passed  in  the  way  of  imperial  legisla- 

*  Laband,  vol.  ii.  p.  251;  Haenel,  p.  828;  StSbcr,  op.  cit.,  pp.  652  et  seq.  The 
statement  of  Leoni,  op.  cit.^  p.  163:  **Thc  coSpcration  of  the  Imperial  Diet  in  place 
of  tht  Territorial  Committee  does  not  make  the  law  an  imperial  law;  it  remains  in 
every  case  a  territorial  law  under  the  sanction  of  the  emperor,  where  a  matter  not 
regulated  by  the  imperial  constitution  or  the  territorial  constitution  forms  the  subject- 
matter,"  is  a  strained  construction  of  sec.  2  of  the  law  of  May  2,  1877. 
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tion  are  both  expressions  of  the  will  of  this  one  state  power. 
Here,  therefore,  the  principle  would  hold  that  the  later  law  re- 
pealed the  earlier.  With  respect  to  laws  passed  in  the  form  of 
territorial  legislation,  in  distinction  from  imperial  legislation  for 
Alsace-Lx)rraine  or  territorial  laws  passed  in  the  way  of  imperial 
legislation,  this  principle  does  not  apply,  so  far  as  the  relation 
of  such  territorial  legislation  to  imperial  legislation  is  concerned. 
Laws  passed  in  the  form  of  territorial  legislation,  i,  e,  laws  issued 
by  the  emperor  with  the  consent  of  the  Federal  Council  and  the 
Territorial  Committee,  do  not  take  precedence  of  earlier  im- 
perial laws  touching  the  same  subject,  and  can  neither  amend  nor 
repeal  them.  For  in  section  2,  clause  2,  of  the  law  of  May  2, 
1877,  it  is  expressly  declared  that  laws  affecting  territorial  mat- 
ters, passed  in  the  way  of  imperial  legislation,  can  be  amended 
and  repealed  only  through  imperial  legislation.  This  clause 
corresponds  to  the  legal  relation  between  the  legislative  ifactors 
in  both  forms  of  legislation.  An  imperial  law  for  Alsace-Lor- 
raine, a  law  touching  matters  purely  territorial  passed  in  the 
form  of  imperial  law,  issues,  like  every  imperial  law,  from  the 
Federal  Council  with  the  consent  of  the  Imperial  Diet.  The 
sanction  is  imparted  by  the  Federal  Council.  A  law  in  Alsace- 
Lorraine,  passed  in  the  form  of  territorial  legislation,  issues  from 
the  emperor,  the  consent  of  the  Federal  Council  and  that  of  the 
Territorial  Committee  having  been  jjreviously  obtained.  In  the 
first  case,  the  legislation  for  Alsace-Lorraine  is  immediate.  In  the 
second  case  it  is  mediate.  That  is  to  say,  in  the  first  instance 
we  have  an  immediate  expression  of  the  will  of  the  state  power. 
In  the  second,  we  have  a  mediate  expression  of  that  will  through 
the  emperor,  into  whose  hands  the  state  power  (with  the  reser- 
vation contained  in  section  2  of  the  law  of  May  2,  1877,)  has 
been  placed.  The  two  forms  of  legislation,  therefore,  rest  upon 
two  distinct  bases :  the  one  upon  original  and  the  other  upon 
derivative  power.  Where,  as  in  this  latter  case,  the  delegated 
power  is  limited  by  an  express  reservation,  the  exercise  of  the 
reserved  power  by  the  imperial  legislative  body  must  take  pre- 
cedence of  all  action  on  the  same  subject  by  the  holder  of  the 
delegated  power. 

(3)   By  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  June  25,  1873,  section 
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8/  the  emperor  is  authorized,  until  such  time  as  the  matter  may 
be  regulated  by  imperial  legislation,  to  issue,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Federal  Conncil,  ordinances  having  the  force  of  law.' 
In  the  exercise  of  this  right,  the  emperor  is  subjected  to  certain 
limitations.  In  the  first  place,  such  ordinances  may  contain 
nothing  contrary  to  the  constitution  or  to  the  imperial  laws  in 
force  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  nor  may  they  relate  to  such  matters  as 
require,  by  the  provisions  of  section  3,  clause  2,  of  the  law  of  June 
9,  1871,3  the  consent  of  the  Imperial  Diet  for  their  determina- 
tion. In  the  third  place,  such  ordinances  must  be  laid  before 
the  Imperial  Diet  at  its  next  meeting  for  its  action.  Should 
ratification  be  refused  by  the  Imperial  Diet,  the  ordinance  goes 
out  of  force.  The  assent  of  the  Imperial  Diet  on  the  other  hand, 
raises  the  ordinance  to  the  dignity  of  a  law,  which  cannot  be 
amended  or  repealed  by  subsequent  ordinance,  but  by  law  only.^ 
This  power  of  issuing  provisional  ordinances  having  the  force  of 
law  may  be  exercised  only  when  the  Imperial  Diet  is  not  in  ses- 
sion. The  fact  that  the  Territorial  Committee  may  be  in  session 
is  irrelevant.* 

The  law  of  July  7,  1887,*  provides  that  where  an  imperial  law 
has  been  introduced  into  Alsace-Lorraine,  and  such  law  is  sub- 
sequently amended  through  imperial  legislation,  the  amendment 
may  be  made  effective  in  Alsace-Lorraine  by  an  ordinance  of 
the  emperor,  with  the  consent  of  the  Federal  Council,  and  the 
date  from  which  such  amendment  shall  go  into  force  may  be 
fixed  in  the  ordinance.  The  power  of  the  emperor  to  issue  ordin- 
ances of  this  nature  is  not  subjected  to  the  provisions  of  section 
8  of  the  law  of  June  25,  1873.  These  ordinances  maybe  is- 
sued while  the  Imperial  Diet  is  in  session  and  need  no  subse- 
quent ratification  by  that  body.  They  are  not  in  any  sense 
provisional  *'  ordinances  with  temporary  legal  force  ",  but  repre- 
sent an  exercise  of  delegated  power  of  legislation. 

Burt  Estes  Howard. 

Los  Angeles,  California, 

^  RGBL  1883,  p.  161;    GBLfAr  EUass-Lothrin^en^  1873,  p.  131. 

"  **  Verordnungen  mit  interim istischer  Gesetxeskraft." 

"Matters  involving  the  assumption  of  loans  or  guarantees  for  Alsace-Lorraine, 
through  which  a  burden  is  laid  upon  the  empire. 

^Compare  Leoni,  0/.  rt/.,  p.  164;  Laband,  vol.  ii,  p.  257. 

*  See  in  this  connection  the  Stenographic  Reports  of  the  Imperial  Diet  1877,  vol.  i, 
p.  281;  And  cf,  remarks  of  Laband,  vol.  ii,  p.  257.  ^  RGBL  1887,  p,  377. 


THE  REFORM  OF  PROCEDURE  IN  THE  FRENCH 
CHAMBER  OF  DEPUTIES 

THE  reform  of  procedure  recently  begun,  in  the  "Trench 
Chamber  is  not  immediately  important,  but  suggests 
significant  developments.  Originating  in  the  legislative 
incapacity  of  the  Chamber,  the  early  attempts  at  reform  were 
leveled  at  the  peculiarly  inefficient  committee  system  and  at 
recognized  abuses  of  the  individual  initiative.  The  failure  of 
the  first  great  effort  demonstrated  the  difficulty  of  the  question 
and  made  evident  the  necessity  of  proceeding  more  slowly. 
The  committee  system  was  reformed  and  the  individual  initia- 
tive limited  in  budget  amendments,  but  the  deputy  was  allowed 
to  retain  much  of  his  old  time  importance.  This  rendered  the 
reforms  ineffective.  But  the  necessity  of  limiting  the  discussion 
of  interpellations  resulted  in  ministerial  control  and  a  limitation 
of  the  individual  initiative  which  will  make  effective  reforms 
possible. 

I.  Legislative  incapacity  and  beginnings  of  reform 

The  rules  of  procedure  adopted  in  1876  by  the  newly  created 
legislative  chamber  were  based  upon  the  rules  used  by  the 
Assembly  of  1848.  Technically  all  connection  with  the  Cham- 
bers of  Louis  Napoleon  and  Louis  Philippe  was  avoided,  but  the 
break  with  the  past  was  more  apparent  than  real.  The  repub- 
lic of  1848  was  moribund  at  its  foundation;  its  Legislative 
Assembly  was  the  weakest  branch  of  the  government  and  never 
enjoyed  much  authority.  The  rules  of  this  Assembly  were  the 
embodiment  of  the  parliamentary  experience  gained  under 
Lpuis  Philippe,  but  the  spirit  of  '48  gave  them  a  decidedly  re- 
publican tone.  The  monarchy  of  July  gave  the  present  republic 
not  only  its  body  of  rules  but  has  also  furnished  the  most 
notable  precedents  for  the  interpretation  of  these  rules.*     The 

^  Poudni  et  Herre,  Trait6  de  Droit  Parlementaire  (Paris  1879),  passim, 
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reference  to  the  republic  of  1848  serves  merely  to  obscure  the 
origin  of  the  rules. 

The  present  Chamber  of  Deputies,  thus  equipped  with  the 
rules  of  the  Chamber  of  Louis  Philippe,  was  designed  to  occupy 
a  very  different  place  in  the  government.  The  ministers  of 
Louis  Philippe  were  independent  of  the  Chamber;  legislation  was 
prepared  outside  of  the  Chamber  and  submitted  for  an  approval 
which  was  little  more  than  a  form.  The  Chamber  was  expected 
to  confine  itself  to  discussion  and  criticism.  It  was  designed  to 
be  inefficient.  Under  the  republic  the  Chamber  was  to  occupy 
a  more  important  position.  The  ministers  were  to  be  really 
responsible  to  it.  Legislation  was  to  be  prepared  by  the 
Chamber  itself.  For  such  a  body  the  rules  of  the  monarchy  of 
July  were  manifestly  inadequate. 

Reforms  in  the  rules  were  proposed  in  1882,  1885,  1889  and 
1893.  Each  new  legislature  added  strength  to  the  group  of 
reformers,  and  finally  in  1898  many  candidates  were  obliged  to 
pledge  themselves  to  a  reform  of  procedure.  The  constituencies 
had  been  brought  to  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  need  of  reform. 
The  political  journals  kept  up  the  agitation,  and  one  or  two 
articles  appeared  in  the  reviews.  As  soon  as  the  legislature 
assembled  numerous  projects  for  the  reform  of  the  rules  were 
submitted  by  individual  deputies.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  examine  the  plans  submitted  and  to  draft  a  comprehensive 
measure. ' 

Whatever  rule  any  individual  reformer  proposed  to  alter,  all 
were  seeking  the  same  end.  The  people  desired  to  have  a 
I  legislature  that  could  produce  good  legislation.  Civilians  com- 
plained of  the  lack  of  it  upon  many  important  subjects ;  admin- 
istrators were  constantly  hampered  by  the  obscurity  of  the  text  - 
of  the  laws  sent  them  from  Paris ;  financiers  criticised  severely 
the  repeated  deficits. 

The  unhappy  situation  depicted  in  the  complaints  of  the  re- 
formers  may  be  traced  to   the  organization  of  the  Chamber,.^ 

*Chambre  des  D6put6s,  Documents  Parlementaires,  1898-99,  p.  1492.  The=r 
Parliamentary  Documents  and  Debates  are  published  in  two  forms:  as  part  of  the- 
Journal  Officiel^  and  in  the  Annales  Parlementaires.  Both  publications  are  printed^ 
from  the  same  plates. 
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which  was  defective  in  the  impossibility  of  effective  control  by 
responsible  leaders,  growing  out  of  the  complete  supremacy 
of  the  individual  deputy.  The  French  parliamentary  writers 
recognize  this,  but  they  feel  that  these  principles  are  their  great 
contribution  to  parliamentary  thought.  "  The  object  of  the 
rules,"  says  M.  Pierre,  **  is  not  to  present  theorists  with  an 
attractive  code  of  procedure;  the  rules  are  designed  to  guar- 
antee complete  freedom  to  all  opinions  and  to  all  members."  * 
Even  the  reformers  do  not  criticise  the  principle,  although  they 
desire  to  prune  away  certain  **  abuses  "  of  individual  initiative." 
The  strong,  independent  government  of  Louis  Philippe,  the 
democratic  spirit  of  '48,  enable  us  to  understand  the  attitude  of 
the  Frenchman  towards  the  individual  deputy.  The  impotence 
of  the  legislature  at  that  time  concealed  thoroughly  the  evils 
which  have  since  appeared  from  the  application  to  a  legislature 
of  rules  suited  for  a  debating  society.  But  adherence  to  the 
past  can  now  be  purchased  only  at  the  price  of  continued  legis- 
lative impotence,  which  conditions  no  longer  necessitate  nor 
permit. 

As  party  organization  and  ministerial  influence  was  feared,  i 
the  arrangement  of  business  was  left  to  the  Chamber  as  a  whole. 
The  ministry  was  given  no  right  to  control  the  time  of  the 
Chamber  in  any  respect,  nor  was  any  one  else  made  respon- 
sible for  a  systematic  arrangement  of  business.  The  min- 
istry proposed  its  measures,  the  deputies  brought  in  project 
after  project,  but  no  order  of  the  day  was  arranged  for  any 
considerable  period.  At  the  close  of  each  sitting  the  order  of 
business  for  the  following  day  was  prepared :  sometimes  a  com- 
mittee demanded  time  for  its  report,  more  often  there  was  no 
formal  motion  but  merely  shouts  from  groups  of  deputies. 
"The  order  of  business  prepared  in  this  haphazard  manner  was 
hedged  about  with  few  securities.  A  bill  might  be  brought  up 
the  next  day  under  the  urgency  motion,  or  an  interpellation  . 
might  be  discussed  to  the  exclusion  of  all  or  a  part  of  the  busi- 
ness set  down  the  night  before  for  discussion.     In  the  spring  of 

» E.Pierre,   La  Procedure,  Paris,  1887.     Cited,  CD.   Doc.    Pari.,   189899,   p. 
1492. 

'C.  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  1898-99,  p.  1520. 
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1902,  for  instance,  the  debate  on  the  budget  was  held  up  for 
three  hours  by  a  debate  upon  an  urgency  motion,  although  the 
Chamber  had  been  assembled  in  an  extra  sitting  for  the  express 
purpose  of  getting  on  with  the  budget.*  This  lack  of  oi^aniza- 
tion  was  perhaps  of  little  moment  during  the  reign  of  Louis 
Philippe,  but  under  the  republic  it  was  fatal. 
(  The  endeavor  to  avoid  ministerial  influence  under  the  mon- 
archy of  July  had  produced  also  an  elaborate  method  of  choos- 
ing the  special  committees  to  which  each  bill  was  sent  for 
consideration.  The  system  worked  well  enough  as  long  as  the 
avoidance  of  such  influence  was  alone  necessary,  but  the  clum- 
siness of  the  system  became  apparent  at  once  when  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  republic  endeavored  to  prepare  legislation  in  these 
committees.  A  suggestive  illustration  is  to  be  found  in  the 
history  of  the  committee  which  prepared  the  project  for  the 
reform  of  the  rules  of  1898.  The  committee  had  been  chosen 
in  the  usual  manner,  three  members  from  each  of  the  eleven 
bureaux,  but  it  was  not  a  very  representative  body,  as  the 
bureaux  had  for  the  most  part  elected,  the  deputies  who  were 
interested  in  reform,  so  that  the  committee  was  on  the  whole 
more  favorable  to  reform  than  the  Chamber.  The  committee 
worked  hard,  studying  English  and  congressional  procedure, 
examining  and  weighing  the  numerous  schemes  which  had  been 
sent  in  by  the  deputies,  studying  the  history  of  the  rules  called 
in  question  and  the  various  amendments  suggested  in  the  past. 
But  all  this  labor  was  practically  wasted,  because  the  committee 
did  not  represent  the  majority  in  the  Chamber.  Two  or  three 
preliminary  articles  of  secondary  importance  were  passed,  but 
the  first  important  article  of  their  project  was  rejected.  An 
amendment  which  was  practically  a  new  article  was  adopted  by 
a  vote  of  281  to  229."  The  question  was  recommitted,  but  the 
committee  decided  to  drop  the  project  of  reform.  The  budget 
always  has  such  an  experience.  The  proposals  of  the  ministers 
receive  scant  attention  from  the  committee  on  the  budget,  which 
produces  an  entirely  different  scheme ;   then  the  report  of  the 

» Cited,  C.  D.  D^bats  Pari.,  Dec.  I,  1902,  p.  551. 

'^  Ibid,  Nov.  15,  1898  ;  Doc.  Pari.,  1898-9,  sess.  extra.,  p.  303, 
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committee  is  made  over  by  amendments  in  the  Chamber.  Two 
budgets  are  thus  elaborately  prepared  to  be  thrown  away  and  the 
final  budget  is  the  result  of  haphazard  amendments  made  in  the 
Chamber  by  irresponsible  individual  members.  The  time  and 
effort  wasted  in  the  Chamber  is  beyond  calculation. 

Intelligent  legislation  is  made  difficult  by  the  absence  of  re-  \ 
sponsible  persons  charged  with  the  direction  of  business.  Many 
bills  pass  because  there  is  no  systematic  opposition.  If  no  pre- 
judices are  aroused  almost  any  bill  can  be  passed,  for  the  time  » 
of  the  Chamber  is  at  the  command  of  the  individual  deputy, 
and  indifference  makes  it  possible  to  secure  the  necessary  votes. 
Opposition  left  to  individual  deputies  becomes  spasmodic.  The 
fate  of  a  reform  proposed  June  16,  1903,  illustrates  admirably 
the  lack  of  systematic  opposition.  The  partial  suppression  of 
the  urgency  motion  was  before  the  Chamber.  Several  members 
had  examined  the  scheme  of  the  committee  and  intended  to 
oppose  the  first  section  of  the  proposal.  But  they  did  not  fol- 
low the  debate  carefully  and  the  section  was  passed  before  they 
realized  what  was  being  done.  One  of  them  rose  to  speak  in 
opposition  to  the  article  that  had  just  been  passed,  only  to  be 
politely  informed  by  the  president  that  the  next  article  was  then 
before  the  Chamber.  A  few  moments  later,  improving  the 
opportunity  offered  by  an  amendment  to  the  other  article  of  the 
committee,  another  member  of  the  hostile  group  moved  the 
recommitment  of  the  whole  scheme.  He  said  that  he  and  his 
friends  could  not^  accept  "  the  vote  upon  article  34,  which 
though  perhaps  not  an  unfair  surprise,  had  taken  place  in  the 
midst  of  great  confusion.  There  is  no  doubt  that  we  vote  daily 
upon  questions  which  we  do  not  hear.  Too  often  confused 
debates  do  not  give  us  a  clear  understanding  of  the  question  at 
issue."  The  motion  was  carried  and  the  reform  of  urgency 
postponed.' 

The  principle  of  individual  initiative  was  also  responsible  for  . 
much  useless  consumption  of  time  by  deputies  who  secured  the 
floor  to  propose  some  pet  scheme  or  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  ministry  some  unimportant  incident  which  had  affected 

^C.  D.  Dibats  Pari.,  June  16,  1903,  p.  411. 
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their  constituents  or  shocked  their  own  sensibilities.  The  idea 
that  the  individual  deputy  should  be  given  every  opportunity 
to  propose  legislation  and  voice  grievances  had  made  it  essential 
to  afford  him  every  facility  for  securing  the  attention  of  the 
house.  The  deputy  was  convinced  that  it  was  his  duty  to  take 
advantage  of  these  opportunities. 

Every  deputy  has  the  right  to  enter  the  tribune  at  the  beginning  or 
in  the  course  of  a  sitting,  to  deposit  a  bill  or  resolution,  to  read  an 
exposition  of  his  motives  in  making  the  proposition  and  to  invite  the 
Chamber  to  declare  urgency.  I  admit  that  in  practice  this  privilege 
has  been  abused.  Whenever  we  have  an  idea  for  a  bill,  as  the  result 
of  our  work  or  our  imagination,  we  willingly  suppose  that  the  country 
could  not  exist  if  our  bill  is  not  passed  immediately.^ 

Deputies  thus  impressed  with  their  obligations  to  their  constitu- 
ents were  able  to  make  the  Chamber  thoroughly  inefficient  as  a 
legislative  body. 

/  The  extensive  rights  given  the  individual  deputy  made  the 
group  system  possible.  As  each  deputy  had  in  his  own  right 
all  the  privileges  of  the  Chamber,  he  did  not  need  the  support 
of  a  closely  organized  party  to  present  his  views  to  the  Cham- 
ber. The  rights  of  the  individual  had  been  guaranteed  with 
the  express  purpose  of  protecting  the  deputy  from  the  tyranny 
of  party.  No  man  was  to  be  obliged  to  swallow  some  of  his 
convictions  in  order  to  give  the  country  the  benefit  of  his  talents. 
All  were  to  participate  freely  in  the  labor  of  preparing  legisla- 
tion. Deputies  holding  similar  views  uport  great  questions 
might  properly  sit  together  and  organize  as  a  group  with  a  staff 
of  elected  officers.  But  even  when  in  the  majority  the  deputy 
must  act  by  right  of  his  general  privileges  as  member  of  the 
Chamber  and  not  by  virtue  of  any  privileges  conferred  upon 
him  as  member  of  a  party.  The  group  could  thus  offer  to 
non-members  no  inducements  beyond  fellowship  wnth  similarly 
minded  men  and  could  exert  no  control  over  members,  because 
each  as  an  independent  could  enjoy  privileges  as  great  as  were 
in  the  possession  of  any  other  member  of  the  Chamber. 

The   reformers  faced  a  system   which   really  needed  to  be 

C  D.  D6bals  Pari.,  June  x6,  1903,  p.  407. 
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entirely  remodeled.     But  they  had  no  such  intention,  feeling 
that  all  would  be  well  if  more  time  could  be  secured  for  legis-  ' 
lative  work.     The  substitution  of  standing  committees  on  speci-  ^ 
fied  classes  of  legislation  for  special  committees  on  each  bill 
would  make  legislation  more  consistent  and  save  mucH  time. 
Many   bills   could   be   saved   by  securing  a  more   systematic  ^ 
arrangement   of   business.      The    financial    disorder   could   be  *• 
remedied  by  restricting  the  right  of  individual  members  to  pro- 
pose  amendments  to  the  budget.     More   time  for  legislation  '^ 
could  also  be  secured  by  preventing  deputies  from  getting  the 
tribune    under  cover  of   the  urgency   motion.     Interpellations  ^ 
might  be  limited  to  one  day  per  week.    None  of  these  changes, 
said  the  reformers,  need  disturb  the  great  principle  of  individual 
initiative,  but  the  abuses  of  a  sound  principle  must  be  removed. 

II.    The  comprehensive  scheme  of  the  committee  of  18^8 

The  abuse*  of  individual  initiative  foremost  in  the  minds  of  \ 
the  reformers  was  connected  with  the  urgency  motion.  This 
motion  was  primarily  intended  for  use  on  such  extraordinary 
occasions  as  required  immediate  legislation.  The  deputy  pro- 
posing legislation  pf  this  character  was  permitted  to  mount  the 
tribune  to  explain  briefly  the  purport  of  his  bill  and  the  neces- 
sity for  urgency.  If  the  motion  was  passed,  one  of  the  read- 
ings of  the  bill  was  omitted  and  the  committee  stage  governed 
by  special  rules  designed  to  accelerate  the  work.  But  this 
extraordinary  procedure  was  soon  applied  to  nearly  all  meas- 
ures brought  before  the  house.  In  the  preliminary  stage  of 
the  process  was  discovered  a  most  admirable  opportunity  of 
getting  the  tribune  for  any  matter  relevant  or  irrelevant. 
These  unexpected  developments  made  the  status  of  the  urgency 
motion  peculiar,  and  the  reformers  felt  that  it  might  properly  be 
subjected  to  drastic  reform,  as  it  had  conferred  upon  the  deputy 
powers  which  no  one  had  intended  to  give  him.  The  members 
who  made  most  frequent  use  of  the  motion,  however,  declared 
that  it  was  the  bulwark  of  the  liberty  of  the  individual  deputy. 

The  committee  of  1898  proposed  to  meet  the  peculiar  situa- 
tion in  the  most  logical  way.  The  urgency  procedure,  which 
had  been  so  regularly  applied  to  all  measures,  should  be  made 
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the  ordinary  procedure.  The  second  reading  was  abolished 
except  when  demanded  for  a  law  whose  importance  warranted 
the  additional  formality.  As  this  procedure  no  longer  needed 
the  preliminary  explanation  from  the  tribune,  the  individual 
deputy,  would,  in  the  future,  be  unable  to  abuse  the  patience  of 
members  with  his  passionate  harangues  upon  subjects  in  which 
the  Chamber  felt  no  interest.* 

But  in  other  matters  the  reformers  were  more  conservative, 
as  they  were  anxious  to  **  respect  the  absolute  independence  of 
the  deputy."  Yet  the  complaints  of  obscure  and  contradictory 
texts  and  of  confused  budgets,  which  were  all  directed  against 
the  freedom  of  amendment  enjoyed  by  the  individual  deputies, 
obliged  the  committee  to  devise  restrictions  upon  the  individual 
initiative.  The  plan  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment of  ordinary  laws  is  singularly  obscure  and  inconsistent 
with  the  professions  of  the  report.  The  committee  speaks  of 
the  evils  of  having  amendments  voted  before  they  are  printed 
and  distributed,  commenting  upon  a  case  in  which  a  written 
amendment  was  passed  up  to  the  president,  circulated  between 
the  minister  and  the  reporter  of  the  committee  and  adopted 
straightway,  though  no  one  else  had  any  idea  of  its  contents. 
The  ordinary  procedure  upon  amendments  was  indeed  made 
more  strict,  but  the  irregular  proceeding  so  severely  criticised 
in  the  report  was  to  be  permitted  as  an  extraordinary  procedure. 
The  ordinary  procedure  proposed  by  the  committee  required 
that  every  amendment  submitted  to  the  Chamber  should  be 
printed  and  distributed  two  days  at  least  before  the  discussion 
of  the  article  to  which  it  referred,  and  that  no  amendment 
should  be  brought  before  the  Chamber  unless  it  had  been 
accepted  by  the  committee  charged  with  the  bill.' 

Even  in  regard  to  the  budget  the  private  member  received 
altogether  more  consideration  than  he  deserved.  Amendments 
to  a  section  of  the  budget  were  to  be  deposited  before  the  be- 
ginning of  the  debate  upon  that  section.  Amendments  increasing 
expenses  or  decreasing  receipts  must  be  accepted  by  a  vote  of 
the  Chamber.     The  amendments  received  were  to  be  sent  to 

^  C.  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  1898-9,  p.  1504-5.  ^ Ibid.  p.  1526. 
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the  committee  and  embodied  in  a  comprehensive  report  upon 
amendments,  which  should  be  submitted  to  the  Chamber  before 
the  final  vote  upon  the  budget.  No  division  lists  for  votes  on 
the  budget  were  to  be  published,  lest  the  deputies  should  be 
impelled  to  vote  for  injudicious  expenditure  desired  by  their 
constituents.* 

Interpellations  also  consumed  much  time  which  might  be 
more  advantageously  used  for  the  consideration  of  bills.  The 
committee  proposed  to  limit  interpellations  to  one  day  per 
week. ' 

The  reform  of  the  actual  legislative  machinery  really  required 
not  only  the  limitation  of  the  old  principle  of  individual  initia- 
tive but  the  adoption  in  some  degree  at  least  of  a  new  principle, 
the  regulation  and  control  of  business  by  responsible  persons. 
The  issue  was  most  clearly  presented  in  regard  to  the  regulation 
of  the  order  of  the  day.  No  one,  however,  was  prepared  for  an 
innovation.  The  necessity  for  a  more  systematic  arrangement 
of  business  was  perceived,  but  the  English  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem did  not  commend  itself  to  the  committee.  They  hoped  to 
improve  the  order  of  the  day  by  having  it  prepared  for  a  week, 
instead  of  for  a  single  day.  This  should  take  place  at  the  last 
sitting  of  the  week  and,  once  prepared,  should  be  changed  only 
upon  the  motion  of  the  ministers  or  forty  members  known  to 
be  present  in  the  Chamber.^ 

In  the  plan  of  the  committee  for  the  organization  of  the 
standing  committees  as  a  regular  part  of  parliamentary  machin- 
ery, the  old  desire  to  protect  and  exalt  the  private  member  is 
more  apparent  than  ever.  The  method  of  choosing  the  com- 
mittees was  the  most  difficult  matter  to  settle,  as  great  questions 
of  principle  were  involved.  Election  by  the  Chamber  as  a 
whole  would  in  the  end  make  the  committees  reflect  the  opin- 
ions of  the  majority ;  the  choice  of  committees  by  the  bureaux 
would  preserve  the  excessive  rights  of  individual  deputies  which 
had  been  responsible  for  the  unfortunate  working  of  the  old 
system.  At  this  time  the  first  alternative  received  scant  consid- 
eration and  the  committee  spent  most  of  its  time  deciding  how 

*C.  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  1898-99,  p.  1526.         ^  Ibid.  p.  1526-7.         ^  Ibid,  p.  1519. 


484  POLITICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY  [Vol.  XXI 

the  privileges  of  the  individual  deputy  might  best  be  preserved. 
MM.  Lanessan  and  H.  Maret  proposed  to  allow  each  deputy  to 
choose  his  committee  for  himself.  It  was  admitted  that  this 
would  be  difficult  to  apply,  because  some  committees  aroused 
more  interest  than  others  and  would  infallibly  attract  more  than 
their  share  of  members.  The  committee,  however,  declared 
that  these  practical  difficulties  should  not  be  taken  too  seriously. 
**  In  examining  the  working  of  these  systems,  voluntary  enrol- 
ment upon  a  register  and  election  by  the  bureaux,  we  arrive  at 
the  conclusion  that  the  second  system  is  the  more  liberal,  because 
it  offers  most  security  for  the  rights  of  minorities."  * 

The  term  of  the  committees  was  finally  settled  by  an  appeal 
to  the  same  principle.  A  four-year  term  received  little  support, 
as  it  would  be  likely  to  deprive  the  younger  deputies  of  influ- 
ence. Entering  the  Chamber  without  experience,  they  would 
find  it  difficult  to  secure  a  good  committee,  and  if  the  com- 
mittees were  appointed  for  four  years  they  could  not  easily 
secure  a  more  influential  position.  Deputies  chosen  in  bye 
elections,  too,  would  not  be  able  to  get  a  place  upon  any  com- 
mittee.' There  were  to  be  eleven  committees  of  thirty-three 
members  each.3 

The  measure  of  reform  proposed  by  the  committee  was  too 
moderate  to  overcome  the  defects  which  really  existed.  But 
even  this  measure  was  in  advance  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
Chamber.  The  initial  defeat  came  upon  one  of  the  most  moder- 
ate clauses  in  the  article  on  standing  committees.  The  clause 
limiting  membership  in  the  new  committees  to  thirty-three  was 
criticised  as  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  individual  deputy, 
and  an  amendment  providing  for  the  distribution  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Chamber  among  the  committees  was  adopted 
by  a  vote  of  281  to  229.*  The  article  was  recommitted,  but  the 
committee  ultimately  decided  to  drop  the  question  of  reform, 

»C.  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  1898-9,  p.  1497.  ^ Ibid, 

*  The  committees  were :  Civil  and  Criminal  Legislation ;  Departmental  and  Com- 
munal Administration:  Public  Instruction  and  the  Fine  Arts;  Army;  Navy;  Labor; 
Insurance  and  Rural  Aid  Societies;  Railroads;  Tariff;  Agriculture;  Commerce  and 
Industry. 

*C.  D.  D^bats  Pari.,  Nov.  15,  1898. 
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not  preparing  a  report  on  this  article  nor  bringing  the  rest  of  its 
scheme  before  the  Chamber.  The  comprehensive  measure  was 
a  complete  failure. 

III.   The  reform  of  standing  committees 

The  reform  movement  was  not,  however,  doomed  to  failure, 
simply  because  the  scheme  of  the  committee  had  been  dropped. 
Attempts  to  reform  particular  abuses  had  already  been  made, 
and  the  comprehensive  plan  was  abandoned  largely  because  the 
complexity  of  the  situation  rendered  it  advisable  to  deal  with 
one  difficulty  at  a  time.  A  reform  of  the  committee  system  had 
already  made  some  progress.  A  standing  committee  on  the 
army  had  been  appointed  March  28,  1882,  charged  with  all 
propositions  concerning  the  numbers,  equipment  and  inferior 
officers.  Opposition  to  this  committee  was  at  first  very  bitter. 
Dangers  of  every  description  were  predicted.  But  a  committee 
on  the  tariff  was  appointed  January  20,  1890,  without  arousing 
much  hostility.  Finally,  in  the  sixth  legislature  of  the  republic 
(1894-8),  standing  committees  were  recognized  as  a  useful 
parliamentary  device.  Ten  committees,  composed  of  thirty- 
three  members,  were  nominated  in  the  bureaux  at  various  times.' 

Standing  committees  did  most  of  the  work  in  the  legislature 
which  assembled  in  1898,  there  being  sixteen  such  committees 
in  service  in  the  course  of  that  legislature  and  only  seventy-one 
special  committees.  Of  1356  projects  submitted  to  committees 
1 2 19  were  considered  by  standing  committees  and  only  137  by 
special  committees."  The  meetings  of  the  standing  committees 
were  thinly  attended.  Ordinarily  only  eight  or  ten  members 
were  present.^     Many  members  were  inclined  to  declare  that 

*  The  Committees  were :  Judicial  Reform;  Tariff;  Labor;  Insurance  and  Aid  55o- 
cieties;  Army;  Navy;  Railroads;  Accounts  and  previous  Budgets;  General  Reform 
of  Taxation;  Colonies.     C.  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  1898-9,  pp.  1496-7. 

'C.  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  Oct.-Dec,  1902,  p.  270.  Committees  were:  Tariff,  June  23, 
1898;  I^bor,  Insurance  and  Aid  Societies,  Agriculture,  Railroads,  June  27,  1898; 
Judicial  Reform,  Civil  Legislation,  July  4,  1898;  Army,  Navy,  Colonies,  Nov.  11, 
1898;  Departmental  Administration  and  Decentralization,  Dec.  12,  1898;  Commerce 
and  Industry,  Criminal  Legislation,  Fiscal  Legislation,  Dec.  13,  1898;  Public  Health, 
Jan.  16,  1900. 

•C.  D.  D^bats  Pari.,  Nov.  17,  1902,  p.  343. 
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the  committees  were  a  failure,  but  most  deputies  were  willing  to 
admit  that  the  standing  committees  did  better  work  than  the 
special  committees.  The  principle  had  been  accepted  but  the 
details  had  still  to  be  worked  out. 

When  the  eighth  legislature  assembled  in  the  fall  of  1902  the 
constitution  of  the  standing  committees  became  a  pressing  issue. 
The  Chamber  was  unwilling  to  create  special  committees  and 
yet  seemed  at  first  unable  to  agree  upon  the  constitutfon  of  the 
necessary  standing  committees.  Projects  were  frequently  laid 
aside  to  be  committed  to  a  standing  committee  which  was  to  be 
appointed  later.  But  this  could  not  continue  indefinitely.  In 
October  and  November  the  Chamber  had  scarcely  enough  leg- 
islative material  to  keep  the  order  of  the  day  full.  More  than 
once  the  president  was  obliged  to  announce  at  four  in  the  after- 
noon that  there  was  no  more  business  ready  to  come  before  the 
Chamber.  A  Monday  sitting  was  omitted  because  there  was 
nothing  to  do.' 

The  constitution  of  the  standing  committees  was  taken  up 
November  17.  The  scheme  laid  before  the  Chamber  provided 
for  the  organization  of  fifteen  standing  committees,  among 
which  all  the  deputies  should  be  divided.  A  deputy  acquired 
membership  by  filing  a  nomination  paper  signed  by  fifteen  fel- 
low deputies.  A  committee  should  be  organized  for  business 
by  the  president  of  the  Chamber  as  soon  as  twenty  members 
were  enrolled.  If  more  nomination  papers  were  filed  for  a 
committee  than  were  necessary  to  give  the  committee  its  full 
quota,  the  candidates  were  to  be  selected  according  to  the  date 
of  their  nomination  papers.  No  deputy  was  to  belong  to  more 
than  one  standing  committee.' 

The  project  of  the  committee  did  not  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
Chamber  and  was  speedily  made  over  by  amendments.  The 
provision  for  the  constitution  of  committees  by  nomination 
papers  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  412  to  149.  Defeated  upon  its 
own  proposition,  the  committee  gave  its  support  to  a  clause 
providing  for  the  election  of  committees  in  the  Chamber  by  a 

'  C.  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  1902,  sess.  extra.,  p.  269. 
'C.  D.  D^bats  Pari.,  Nov.  17,  1902,  p.  337. 
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general  ticket.  This  plan,  together  with  a  compromise  scheme 
providing  for  the  election  of  some  committees  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  others  in  the  bureaux,  was  defeated  by  the  conservative 
deputies.  The  Chamber  finally  decided  to  appoint  the  com- 
mittees in  the  bureaux,  while  the  deputies  in  favor  of  election 
were  appeased  by  the  specific  application  of  article  1 7  of  the 
r&glement  to  the  new  standing  committees.  This  will  make  it 
possible  to  elect  any  particular  committee  by  scriitin  de  liste^ 
and  although  this  has  not  yet  been  done,  it  may  be  the  means 
of  gradually  getting  rid  of  the  bureaux.  The  other  articles  of 
the  project  of  the  committee  were  not  opposed,  though  there 
were  some  changes  in  the  list  of  committees.' 

The  provision  that  a  deputy  should  belong  to  only  one  com- 
mittee was  found  to  be  impracticable  and  was  never  really 
observed.  An  amendment  was  parsed  in  January  permitting  a 
deputy  to  serve  on  not  more  than  four  standing  committees. 
If  a  deputy  ineligible  on  account  of  this  rule  is  chosen  for  a 
fifth  committee  the  president  of  the  Chamber  shall  allow  him  a 
week  in  which  to  designate  the  committees  to  which  he  desires 
to  belong.  If  he  indicates  no  preference,  the  last  election  is 
declared  null.'  In  June,  1903,  the  rules  for  the  organization  of 
the  committees  were  amended.^ 

The  change  in  the  committee  system  has  unquestionably 
produced  good  results,  but  it  has  not  solved  the  problem  which 

*  The  final  list  of  committees  was :  Tariff;  Labor;  Insurance  and  Aid  Societies; 
Agriculture;  Public  Works,  Railroads  and  Means  of  Communication;  Judicial  Reform, 
Qvil  and  Criminal  Legislation;  Army;  Navy;  Foreign  Affairs,  Protectorates  and  Col- 
onies; Education  and  the  Fine  Arts;  Administration,  general,  departmental,  com- 
munal; Worship  and  Decentralization;  Commerce  and  Industr)';  Fiscal  Legislation; 
Public  Health;  Posts  and  Telegraphs;  Economical  Reform.  C.  D.  D^bats  Pari., 
Nov.  IT  J  passim. 

'C.  D.  D^bats  Pari.,  Jan.  15,  1903,  p.  47. 

•Art.  25  of  the  rdglement  was  amended  to  read:  **  The  committees  shall  be  as- 
sembled without  delay  to  elect  their  staff  of  officers.  They  shall  also  elect  by  a  sim- 
ilar process  the  reporters  charged  to  render  account  of  the  work  of  the  committee. 
Every  standing  committee  shall  deposit  upon  the  table  of  the  Chamber  at  the  be- 
ginning of  each  session  a  summarized  account  of  its  work.  Every  project  sent  to  a 
committee  shall  be  reported  within  six  months  of  the  day  it  was  received.  If  this  is 
not  done,  the  author  of  the  project  may  demand  that  it  shall  be  placed  on  the 
order  of  the  day.     C.  D.  D6bats  Pari.,  June  16,  1903,  p.  413. 
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the  reformers  have  been  trying  to  meet.  Other  phases  of 
parliamentary  procedure  must  be  reformed  before  the  commit- 
tees  can  be  completely  organized.  They  are  still  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  and  there  is  only  the  remotest  possibility 
that  they  will  be  in  harmony  with  the  majority  in  the  Chamber, 
although  they  will  not  perhaps  be  quite  such  radical  bodies  as 
were  the  special  committees.  The  bureaux  will  now  have  to 
elect  members  to  consider  certain  classes  of  legislation,  not  to 
discuss  specified  bills.  The  task  of  selection  will  not  be  as 
simple  as  it  was,  for  the  deputies  will  not  have  such  clearly  de- 
fined interests.  Formerly,  those  members  of  the  bureau  who 
were  interested  in  the  bill  were  selected  for  the  committee. 
Deputies  with  radical  views  on  the  subject  were  generally  most 
interested  in  the  bill,  and  the  committee  when  finally  assembled 
was  likely  to  be  more  radical  than  the  Chamber.  The  old 
method  of  selection  will  gradually  be  abandoned ;  the  bureaux 
will  pay  more  attention  to  party  and  less  to  personal  interests. 
The  committees  will  be  more  permanent  and  will  make  more  of 
an  effort  to  work  in  sympathy  with  the  majority  in  the  Chamber. 
But  however  important  these  changes  may  be,  the  Chamber 
cannot.be  properly  organized  until  more  limitations  have  been 
imposed  upon  the  individual  initiative. 

III.  Limitation  of  the  individual  initiative 

The  necessity  of  such  limitation  was  clearly  perceived  by  the 
committee  of  1898.  They  did  not  wish  to  abandon  the  prin- 
ciple but  agreed  that  it  would  be  well  to  remove  abuses.  "  It 
is  impossible,"  said  the  committee, 

to  find  a  more  marked  contrast  between  two  institutions  than  that  pre- 
sented by  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  in  the 
individual  initiative  of  the  latter  and  the  ministerial  initiative  of  the 
former.  .  .  .  Even  if  there  are  abuses  of  the  ministerial  initiative  in 
England  we  must  nevertheless  suppress  the  abuses  of  the  individual  in- 
itiative ,  which  are  only  too  manifest  in  our  own  Chamber.  * 

The  wide-spread  desire  for  legislation  creates  public  opinion 

>C.  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  1898-9,  p.  1520. 
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upon  the  subject.  The  journals  take  to  task  the  deputies  who 
delay  legislation  by  abusing  the  time  of  the  Chamber  and  pre- 
vent the  despatch  of  business  by  meddling  incessantly  with  the 
order  of  the  day.  M.  Meline  is  praised  for  his  systematic  ar- 
rangement of  business  and  his  successful  efforts  to  prevent  de- 
puties from  wasting  the  time  of  the  Chamber.'  The  public  is 
beginning  to  lose  patience  with  the  deputy,  transferring  their 
sympathies  to  the  ministers.  It  is  perhaps  no  more  than  a  ten- 
dency as  yet,  but  it  is  highly  important,  for  when  the  idea  that 
the  Chamber  ought  to  be  "run"  by  the  ministers  and  the 
majority  has  gained  acceptance,  an  adequate  limitation  of  the 
individual  initiative  will  be  possible. 

In  the  Chamber  the  movement  is  directed  against  the  urgency 
motion,  the  right  of  the  deputies  to  amend  the  budget  and  un- 
limited discussion  of  interpellations.  The  reformers  intend  to 
do  no  more  than  limit  these  abuses,  but  their  opponents  rightly 
fear  that  the  principle  will  ultimately  be  abandoned. 

The  committee  of  1898  proposed  to  abolish  urgency  pro- 
cedure but  their  plan  failed  and  nothing  more  was  done  at  that 
time.  In  1902,  in  the  new  legislature,  the  subject  was  revived. 
M.  Paul  Meunier  proposed  (Nov.  28)  that  demands  for  urgency 
procedure  should  be  allowed  only  upon  Thursday,  when  they 
should  follow  the  presentation  of  a  bill.'  The  proposition  of 
M.  Lebrun  is  more  significant.  If  urgency  is  demanded  by  the 
ministry  the  Chamber  shall  decide  at  once  whether  it  shall  be 
granted.  If  urgency  is  demanded  for  a  proposition  of  a  private 
member  the  demand  must  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  presi- 
dent at  the  beginning  of  the  sitting.  The  president  announces 
the  demand  to  the  Chamber,  but  the  vote  is  postponed  until  the 
close  of  the  sitting.^  The  deputy  has  no  opportunity  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  Chamber  with  a  long  speech.  M.  Fabien- 
Cesbron  would  have  the  Chamber  permit  the  immediate  discus- 
sion of  a  proposition  only  upon  the  request  of  the  ministry.* 
Similar  schemes  were  proposed  by  others.' 

>C.  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  1898-9,  p.  1519. 

^  Ibid.  1902,  sess.  extra.,  p.  413. 

»C.  D.  D^bats  Pari.,  Dec.  i,  1902,  p.  551.  ^  Ibid,  p.  552. 

*C.  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  1902,  sess.  extra.,  p.  456. 
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These  various  propositions  were  duly  committed  and  a  scheme 
was  reported  June  i6,  1903.  In  addition  to  the  reform  of 
urgency  the  committee  proposed  to  amend  the  procedure  upon 
resolutions  and  motions,  cutting  out  an  opportunity  for  a  speech 
that  was  frequently  used.  For  the  reform  of  urgency,  the  plan 
of  M.  Lebrun  was  in  the  main  adopted.* 

The  debate  upon  these  resolutions  is  notable  for  the  clearness 
with  which  the  issue  is  stated  by  M.  Gauthier  de  Clangy.  He 
recognized  that  the  rights  of  the  individual  deputy  were  seriously 
threatened  and  that  the  motion  amounted  to  an  abolition  of 
urgency.  The  reporter  of  the  committee  made  a  great  effort 
to  show  that  it  had  sought  only  to  cut  away  abuses.  Urgency 
had  been  used  so  constantly  in  the  passage  of  bills  that  the  com- 
mittee had  endeavored  to  retain  that  element  of  the  procedure, 
although  they  desired  to  prevent  the  use  of  urgency  for 
reading  motions  which  no  one  heard  and  for  discussions  which 
no  one  listened  to.  But  when  the  debate  had  reached  this 
point  a  misunderstanding  became  apparent  which  wrecked 
the  entire  project.  The  article  upon  resolutions  and  motions 
had  been  passed  without  debate,  through  the  carelessness 
of  the  deputies  who  intended  to  oppose  it.  They  now  dis- 
covered their  oversight.  Unable  to  gain  satisfaction  in  any 
other  way,  they  utilized  the  opportunity  presented  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  article  on  urgency  and  moved  the  recommitment  of 
the  whole  report.  The  motion  was  carried  by  a  considerable 
majority  (299  to  259)."  The  committee  did  not  report  again 
and  the  question  is  not  likely  to  be  revived  until  the  next 
legislature. 

The  disastrous  effects  of  individual  initiative  were  most  clearly 
seen  in  the  remodelling  of  the  budget.  The  real  cause  of  this 
extensive  change  by  amendments  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  budget 
committee  was  more  or  less  out  of  sympathy  with  the  majority, 
because  the  selection  of  the  committee  by  the  bureaux  gave  the 
majority  no  assured  control  of  the  committee.  The  ease  with 
which  amendments  could  be  made  by  members  in  their  individual 
capacity  enabled  the  majority  to  recast  the  budget  to  suit  itself, 

*C.  D.  D6bats  Pari.,  June  16,  1903,  p.  406.  ^ Ibid,  p.  411. 
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SO  that  little  objection  was  made  to  the  selection  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  bureaux.  But  the  remodelling  in  the  Chamber 
was  fatal  to  the  balance  and  proportion  of  the  budget,  as  the 
freedom  of  amendment  not  only  enabled  the  majority  to  recast 
sections  but  also  exposed  the  budget  to  the  whims  of  individual 
deputies. 

The  committee  of  1898  had  proposed  to  limit  the  rights  of 
the  individual  deputy  in  regard  to  such  amendments.  After 
their  scheme  was  abandoned  nothing  was  done  for  a  year  or 
more.  The  subject  was  finally  revived  by  MM.  Rouvier  and 
Berthelot.  Their  proposals  were  moderate  and  were  accepted 
by  the  Chamber. 

No  amendment  to  the  budget  nor  any  additional  article  tending  to  in- 
crease expenditure  may  be  deposited  after  the  three  sittings  which  fol- 
low the  distribution  of  the  report  on  the  chapter  concerned.  No 
proposition  tending  to  increase  salaries,  indemnities ,  pensions  or  to 
create  new  offices  0/  pensions  or  to  extend  them  beyond  their  present 
limits  may  be  made  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  or  additional  article 
to  the  budget.* 

Proposals  of  two  sorts  have  been  made  to  modify  these  new 
clauses :  some  designed  to  extend  the  principle  of  limitation  of 
amendments  to  clauses  decreasing  or  transferring  expenditure 
from  one  purpose  to  another;  others  permitting  any  amend- 
ments which  contain  provisions  for  meeting  any  increased  ex- 
penditure called  for,  or  for  procuring  revenue  equivalent  to  that 
raised  by  the  taxes  whose  abolition  is  proposed. '  But  none  of 
these  schemes  have  received  much  attention  and  further  reform 
in  regard  to  budget  amendments  is  not  immediately  necessary. 

The  interpellation  represents  the  old  procedure  in  its  entirety, 
deriving  importance  from  the  legislative  impotence  of  the 
Chamber  and  showing  most  clearly  the  power  of  the  individual 
deputy.  At  any  time,  during  any  session,  the  deputy  could 
interpellate  the  ministers,  and  he  must  be  allowed  to  *'  develop 
his  interpellation  "  within  a  month,  unless  it  concerned,  foreign 
relations.     Every  phase  of  administration  was  examined  through 

*C  D.  Doc.  Pari.,  1902,  scss.  ord.,  ii,  575;  ibid,  sess.  extra.,  51 1 ;  ibid.  sess. 
ord.,  i,  305;   ibid,  sess.  ord.,  ii.  568. 
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these  inteqjellations,  which  were  customarily  given  the  right  of 
way  over  almost  everything  else.  The  critical  function  thus 
displayed  was  the  one  thing  for  which  the  old  procedure  was 
adapted.  It  was  the  only  phase  of  parliamentary  life  which  the 
French  politicians  really  understood,  and  was  the  only  thing 
which  the  Chamber  did  thoroughly.  Any  change  in  the  use  of 
the  interpellation  is  thus  likely  to  be  of  great  significance,  as  it 
involves  a  reform  of  the  most  important  part  of  the  old  super- 
structure, the  bulwark  of  the  liberty  of  the  individual  deputy. 

The  extent  to  which  the  interpellation  was  the  embodiment 
of  the  old  procedure  exposed  it  to  attack  at  once.  The  early 
part  of  the  attack  goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  endeavor  to  build 
up  the  new  system  of  standing  committees,  and  though  the 
movements  are  separate  the  connection  is  intimate,  as  the 
change  in  the  old  procedure  must  make  considerable  progress 
before  the  new  committee  system  can  be  effectively  organized. 

The  limitation  of  interpellations  to  one  day  per  week  was  first 
proposed  by  M.  Flandrin  in  1894.  He  suggested  that  legis- 
lative work  should  be  taken  up  Mondays,  Tuesdays  and  Satur- 
days and  that  interpellations  should  be  discussed  only  upon 
Thursdays.'  The  main  object  here  was  not  so  much  to  limit  the 
right  of  interpellation  as  to  obtain  more  time  for  legislative  work. 
The  standing  committees  were  then  ^being  organized  one  at  a 
time,  and  it  was  considered  necessary  to  secure  more  time  for 
the  consideration  of  legislative  projects. 

The  discussion  of  interpellations  was  indirectly  limited  in 
March,  1897,  by  a  proposition  moved  by.M.  Marty  which  pro- 
vided that  Mondays,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  should  be  ex- 
clusively devoted  to  the  discussion  and  passage  of  laws.  This 
resolution  was  carried  despite  some  vigorous  opposition '  and 
other  resolutions  were  subsequently  passed  reserving  Friday  for 
the  discussion  of  labor  laws  and! Saturday  for  interpellations.3 
But  these  were  merely  sessional  orders  and  were  not  placed  in 
the  reglement,  so  that  the  rule  lapsed  in  July,  1898,  when  the 
sixth  legislature  disbanded. 

*  Cited  by  Gauthicr  de  Clangy,  March  i8,  1904.  C.  D.  D^hats  Pari.,  i,  1003.  I 
have  been  unable  to  find  the  original  record,  as  the  D^bats  and  Documents  are  not 
indexed  until  1897. 

'C.  D.  D^bats  Pari.,  March  13,  1897,  p.  741.      ^  Ibid.  June  24,  1897,  p.  1651. 


No.  3]        PROCEDURE  IN  THE  CHAMBER  OF  DEPUTIES  493 

The  comprehensive  scheme  of  reform  provided  for  the  limi- 
tation of  interpellations  to  Fridays,  but  when  the  scheme  was 
dropped  nothing  was  done  for  some  time.  Yet  there  was  a  ten- 
dency to  establish  the  Friday  rule  as  a  custom  in  the  regular 
session  of  1899.  In  January  and  May,  Fridays  were  used  for 
interpellations  and  there  were  traces  of  such  a  rule  in  February, 
but  nothing  of  the  kind  appeared  in  the  extra  session  of  1899.* 
A  resolution  of  M.  Salis,  May  31,  1900,  reserving  Friday  for 
interpellations,  was  passed.'  In  some  respects  this  seems  to  be 
an  amendment  of  the  reglement,  but  when  the  Chamber  assem- 
bled in  the  fall  for  the  extra  session,  Waldeck-Rousseau  treated 
the  matter  as  if  it  were  still  an  open  question.  He  proposed 
that  some  sitting  should  be  set  apart  for  interpellations,  and 
after  a  very  confused  debate  the  Chamber  agreed  to  devote 
Friday  afternoons  to  them. 3  This  vote  was  admitted  to  be  no 
amendment  of  the  reglement,  but  there  has  been  no  other  vote 
since  that  time.  The  rule  has  not  been  observed  very  scrupu- 
lously, as  the  ministry  or  budget  committee  do  not  hesitate  to 
use  the  day.  Nevertheless  the  Friday  rule  seems  to  be  accepted 
as  a  custom.  The  rule  has  resulted  in  one  illegal  practice,  the 
postponement  of  the  discussion  of  interpellations  for  more  than 
one  month.  This  article  of  the  reglement  remained  a  dead 
letter  without  even  evoking  protest  until  March  18,  1904,  when 
M.  Gauthier  de  Clangy  made  a  vigorous  speech  denouncing  its 
non-observance.  He  carried  a  resolution  inviting  the  officers 
of  the  Chamber  to  enforce  the  one-month  rule.  The  president 
of  the  Chamber  extended  his  support  to  the  motion,  but  the  re- 
solution seems  to  have  had  no  effect.  * 

The  main  object  in  limiting  interpellations  to  Friday  was  to 
secure  more  time  for  legislative  work,  the  ministry  having  no 
thought  of  dodging  interpellations  or  arranging  them  in  any 
way.  They  were  to  be  arranged  chronologically  and  each  was 
to  be  taken  up  in  turn.  But  this  rule  proved  to  be  imprac- 
ticable, for  there  were  two  distinct  classes  of  interpellations : 
some  criticised    the    important   phases  of    ministerial    policy; 

*C.  D.  D^bats  Pari.,  1898-9, /<2w«Vw.  "^  Ibid.  1900,  sess.  ord  ,  p.  1343. 

*  Ibid.  1900,  pp.  2019-21.  ^Ibid  1904,  i,  1002-3. 
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Others  were  unimportant,  wasting  time  and  undermining  the 
authority  of  the  ministers.  The  interpellations  of  the  first  class 
were  the  only  means  in  the  French  Chamber  of  enforcing  re- 
sponsibility. The  disorganization  of  the  Chamber  and  the 
impotence  of  the  ministry  made  it  difficult  to  enforce  responsi- 
bility for  legislation.  The  budget  is  no  more .  the  work  of  the 
ministers  than  it  is  the  work  of  the  budget  committee.  The 
budget  actually  passed  is  different  from  either  of  the  preliminary 
schemes.  Everyone  has  a  hand  in  its  making  and  no  party  has 
had  enough  control  to  make  it  properly  responsible.  The  non- 
partisan character  of  committees  has  the  same  effect  upon  other 
legislation.  It  is  thus  impossible  to  hold  the  ministers  respon- 
sible for  the  details  of  legislation.  The  traditional  use  of  the 
interpellation  as  a  means  of  criticism  gave  the  deputies  an 
admirable  instrument  for  enforcing  responsibility  of  a  general 
character.  An  issue  was  brought  up  in  an  interpellation,  and  if  the 
ministers  could  not  command  a  majority  it  was  not  likely  that 
they  could  pass  any  legislation  on  that  subject.  The  danger  lay 
in  the  inability  of  the  ministers  to  avoid  defeat  upon  a  matter 
which  they  did  not  really  consider  a  question  of  ministerial 
policy,  but  which  could  be  turned  against  them.  Such  inter- 
pellations and  those  which  merely  wasted  time  because  of  their 
unimportance,  made  the  general  right  dangerous,  although  the 
interpellation  might  be  shorn  of  all  its  real  danger  if  the  min- 
isters could  decide  which  ones  should  be  discussed.  When 
interpellations  were  limited  to  one  day  per  week  the  ministers 
were  obliged  to  take  control  in  order  to  devote  the  time  to  such 
as  really  criticised  some  point  of  government  policy.  But  the 
ministers  had  no  deliberate  intention  of  assuming  new  responsi- 
bilities for  the  arrangement  of  business  and  the  custom  of  con- 
trolling interpellations  developed  slowly. 

Under  M.  Meline's  ministry,  when  the  rule  was  first  applied, 
there  was  little  arrangement.  The  time  for  interpellations  was 
limited,  the  discussion  of  some  was  postponed,  the  deputy  did 
not  feel  entirely  free  to  interpellate  the  ministers  and  but  few  if 
any  were  indefinitely  postponed  and  dropped.' 

'C.  D.  D^bats  Pari.,  June  24,  1897,  p.  1651.  Doc.  Pari.,  1898-99  p.  1519. 
Interpellations  may  be  followed  in  the  lists  published  in  the  regulation  of  the  order  of 
I  Ik-  <1ay,  Thursdays. 
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When  Waldeck-Rousseau  met  his  first  Chamber,  further  de- 
velopment of  ministerial  control  had  become  necessary.  The 
extraordinary  session  held  in  the  fall  of  1900  had  an  unusual 
amount  of  legislative  work  to  finish.  A  list  of  interpellations 
long  enough  to  occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  session  was  also 
awaiting  discussion.  The  budget  was  not  very  far  advanced. 
Reforms  were  expected  of  the  Chamber.  At  the  opening  of 
the  session,  Waldeck-Rousseau  presented  a  scheme  for  the  or- 
ganization of  business  which  was  accepted  with  some  amend- 
ments, as  the  Chamber  preferred  morning  sittings  to  sitting  on 
Saturday.  Such  a  systematic  proposal  from  the  ministry  was 
in  itself  an  innovation  and  it  indicated  a  determination  to  get 
something  done  which  resulted  in  further  innovations. 

At  first  there  was  no  attempt  at  arrangement.  By  general 
consent  the  interpellation  on  the  general  policy  of  the  ministry 
was  discussed  at  once,  but  after  that  the  strict  order  was  followed 
until  late  in  December.  At  the  request  of  the  committee  on 
the  budget  an  interpellation  was  inserted  near  the  head  of  the 
list  (Dec.  20)  ;  an  interpellation  upon  foreign  policy  was  sim- 
ilarly inserted  December  28,  this  time  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
ministers.  In  the  session  of  1901  the  ministry  began  to  arrange 
the  head  of  the  list  quite  regularly,  especially  during  January 
and  February.  They  also  began  to  select  such  interpellations 
as  they  desired  to  discuss  and  brought  them  along  quickly. 
If  the  Fridays  regularly  set  apart  did  not  suffice  other  days 
might  be  used.  A  vote  of  the  Chamber  was  required  for  every- 
thing, but  the  lack  of  an  organized  opposition  made  it  easy  to 
carry  any  definite  proposition  of  this  sort.  The  deputies  did 
not  feel  obliged  to  vote  with  the  ministers,  perhaps,  but  their 
interest  in  the  interpellation  secured  their  vote. 

The  extent  to  which  this  process  of  filling  up  the  head  of  the 
list  might  be  carried  is  admirably  illustrated  by  the  history  of 
the  interpellation  of  M.  Pastre  upon  the  removal  of  several 
Socialists  from  university  positions.  His  interpellation  was  at 
the  head  of  the  order  of  the  day  for  June  28,  1901.  The  dis- 
cussion of  the  budget  postponed  debate  until  the  fall  session. 
Other  interpellations  were  discussed  in  the  fall,  and  that  of  M. 
Pastre  was  only  next  to  the  head  of  the  list  at  the  close  of  the 
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session.  When  the  legislature  assembled  in  January,  1902,  the 
interpellation  of  M.  Pastre  was  again  displaced.  Those  slipped 
in  ahead  of  his  were  disposed  of  quickly,  however,  and  his  was 
finally  discussed  January  16  and  31.  The  important  interpel- 
lations had  been  discussed  and  the  government  left  the  inter- 
polators to  themselves.  Thirty  or  forty  still  remained  to  be 
taken  up,  but  most  of  them  were  dropped,  as  the  long  post- 
ponement had  rendered  them  obsolete. 

Under  the  Combes  cabinet  the  arrangement  of  interpellations 
became  more  marked.  Some  of  a  non-political  character  were 
discussed,  yet  the  debate  centered  on  matters  of  political  im- 
portance. The  policy  begun  by  Waldeck-Rousseau  was  carried 
out  more  completely  and  logically.  As  he  resigned  in  June, 
a  few  weeks  of  the  ordinary  session  remained,  but  no  interest 
was  taken  in  interpellations  so  late  in  the  session.  When  the 
Chamber  assembled  in  the  fall  there  was  a  long  list  which  had 
been  sent  in  during  the  recess.  M.  Combes  took  the  initiative 
October  14,  proposing  to  group  all  the  interpellations  upon  the 
decrees  lately  issued  to  regulate  the  religious  houses.  This 
group  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  order  of  the  day.  Those 
on  strikes  were  collected  in  a  group  and  given  the  second  place. 
Those  addressed  to  the  minister  of  war  and  one  on  the  Humbert 
affair  were  to  follow.  These  discussions  occupied  all  the  time 
devoted  to  interpellations  during  October  and  November. 
M.  Combes  again  asserted  himself  in  regulating  the  order  of 
the  day  for  November  27,  inserting  an  interpellation  near  the 
head  of  the  list.  On  March  5  he  prevented  the  Chamber  from 
voting  itself  a  short  recess  and  carried  a  proposition  to  devote 
two  of  the  days  saved  in  this  manner  to  interpellations  upon 
foreign  affairs.* 

The  importance  of  these  changes  lies  not  only  in  the  saving 
of  time  for  legislative  work  and  the  reduction  of  the  element  of 
danger  in  the  interpellation  but  also  in  the  new  attitude  of  the 

'  The  Friday  nile  was  not  alwaj's  observed.  In  the  fall  of  1902  four  Fridays  were 
used  by  the  ministry:  Oct.  24,  Nov.  7,  Nov.  28,  Dec.  5.  The  Chamber  reassembled 
Jan.  13  ;  Jan.  29,  Feb.  6,  13,  27,  and  March  6  were  used  for  the  budget.  Interpel- 
lations were  discussed  out  of  course,  Oct.  14,  21,  23,  Jan.  15,  Feb.  21,  March  10 
and  II. 
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ministry  to  the  work  of  the  Chamber.  The  ministers  have  taken 
charge  of  business  as  never  before,  arranging  interpellations, 
using  Fridays  for  budget  or  legislation,  interfering  when  the 
Chamber  desires  a  recess  that  is  not  necessary.  Done  without 
any  formal  change  in  the  r&glement,  this  is  nevertheless  the 
most  significant  change  in  parliamentary  practice  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reform  movement.  It  is  indicative  of  a  new 
attitude  towards  the  private  member  which  will  probably  sup- 
plant the  old  principle  of  individual  initiative.  The  ministry  is 
recognized  as  the  controlling  power  in  the  Chamber  in  respect 
to  interpellations.  It  is  but  a  short  step  from  this  to  a  general 
control  of  the  Chamber.  The  limitation  of  the  individual  initi- 
ative which  the  Chamber  was  unwilling  to  undertake  deliberately 
has  begun  in  a  most  drastic  fashion  in  this  unpremeditated 
manner. 

The  possibilities  of  the  movement  have  been  clearly  seen  by 
the  champion  of  the  individual  deputy,  M.  Gauthier  de  Clangy. 
Seeking  to  bring  out  the  rapidity  of  the  development  of  the 
new  attitude,  he  referred  to  a  case  just  previous  to  1897,  when 
the  proposal  to  postpone  an  interpellation  for  six  months  was 
ruled  out  by  the  president  as  a  confiscation  of  the  right  and  as 
an  illegal  attack  upon  the  status  of  the  individual  deputy.  "  But 
you  Gentlemen  of  the  Majority  have  improved  upon  your  pred- 
ecessors ;  you  no  longer  postpone  interpellations  for  six  months 
when  they  displease  you,  you  suppress  them  entirely  when  the 
ministers  order  you  not  to  allow  them  to  come  before  the 
Chamber."  *  He  then  moved  that  the  president  of  the  Cham- 
ber be  instructed  to  enforce  the  rule  requiring  the  discussion  of 
an  interpellation  within  a  month  of  its  presentation.  The  mo- 
tion was  carried,  March  18,  1904,  but  was  of  no  avail. 

The  principle  which  caused  the  failure  of  so  many  reform 
projects  and  mutilated  the  reform  of  the  committee  system  has 
thus  suffered  a  most  important  limitation.  The  thorough  re- 
organization of  legislative  machinery  which  was  hitherto  impos- 
sible has  now  a  chance  of  success. 

Abbott  Payson  Usher. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

^  C.  D.  D61)ats  Pari  ,  1904,  i,  icx)3-4. 


THE  SOCIAL  COMPOSITION  OF  THE  PRIMITIVE 
ROMAN  POPULUS 

OF  the  many  problems  connected  with  the  early  political 
and  constitutional  history  of  Rome  doubtless  the  most 
fundamental  is  that  of  the  social  composition  of  the 
primitive  populiis  and  of  its  component  elements,  the  tribes  and 
the  curiae.  Our  solution  of  this  problem  will  determine  our 
conception  of  the  whole  course  of  constitutional  development 
and  of  the  accompanying  political  struggles,  to  the  complete 
equalization  of  the  social  ranks.  For  if  we  believe,  as  do  many 
of  the  moderns,  that  the  primitive  Roman  state  was  made  up 
exclusively  of  patricians,  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  constitutional  development  to  the  passing  of  the  Hortensian 
laws  centered  in  the  gradual  admission  of  the  plebeians  and  the 
clients  to  citizenship— perhaps  even  in  the  amalgamation  of  two 
distinct  peoples.  If  on  the  other  hand  we  take  the  ground  that 
from  the  beginning  the  plebeians  and  the  clients  were  citizens 
and  voted  in  the  comitia  curiata,  we  must  think  of  these  inferior 
classes  as  struggling  through  the  early  history  of  their  country 
for  the  acquisition  not  of  citizenship  but  of  various  rights  and 
privileges,  social,  economic,  religious  and  political,  formerly 
monopolized  by  a  patrician  aristocracy.  In  attempting  to  solve 
the  problem  here  proposed  it  will  be  advantageous  to  consider 
(i)  the  ancient  view,  (2)  the  conventional  modern  view,  (3) 
the  comparative-sociological  view. 

I.  The  ancient  view 
The  three  social  classes  of  freemen — plebeians,  patricians  and 
clients — were  formed  within  the  citizen  body  by  official  recogni- 
tion of  existing  distinctions  not  of  nationality  but  of  merit. 
The  first  step  in  the  process  was  the  differentiation  of  the  patri- 
cians from  the  plebeians.  According  to  Cicero,  Romulus  con- 
stituted a  number  of  chief  men  into  a  royal  council,  the  Senate, 
whose  members  he  so  highly  esteemed  as  to  have  them  called 
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patres,  and  their  children  patricians.*  Cicero  thinks  of  the  mul- 
titude as  existing  at  first  without  a  politically  recognized  nobility, 
yet  showing  natural  distinctions  of  worth.  By  calling  into  the 
Senate  the  ablest  and  best  men,  the  state  ennobled  them  and- 
their  familes.'  Livy's  3  view  is  similar :  Romulus  selected  from 
the  multitude  a  hundred  senators,  whom  he  named  patres  and 
whose  descendants  were  called  patricians.  They  were  chosen 
because  of  their  wisdom ;  *  on  that  ground  the  state  granted 
them  nobility ,5  which  accordingly  in  Rome,  as  in  every  early 
community,  was  founded  on  personal  merit.^  In  the  more  de- 
tailed theory  of  Dionysius,'  Romulus 

distinguished  those  who  were  eminent  for  their  birth  and  celebrated  for 
their  virtue ,  and  whom  he  knew  to  be  rich  in  the  account  of  those  times 
and  who  had  children,  from  the  obscure  and  mean  and  poor.  The 
lower  class  he  called  plebeians,  Greek  ^w^^riKoi,  and  the  higher  patres^ 
either  because  they  were  older  than  the  others,  or  had  children,  or  were 
of  higher  birth ,  or  for  all  these  reasons  ....  The  most  trustworthy  his- 
torians of  the  Roman  constitution  assert  that  owing  to  these  facts  they 
were  called /<z/r^x  and  their  descendants  patricians. 

According  to  Plutarch,®  **  Romulus,  after  forming  the  army, 
employed  the  rest  of  the  people  as  the  citizen  body  {f^hi^^')  ;  the 

^  Rep.  ii,  8,  14;  12,  23:  "Senatus,  qui  constahat  ex  optiniatit)us,  quibus  ipse  rex 
tantum  tribuisset,  ut  eos  patres  vellct  nominari  palriciosque  eorum  liheros." 

*  In  the  expression  "omnibus  patriciis,  omnibus  antiquissimis  civibus,*'  Cicero 
(  Caecy  35,  loi)  intends  no  more  than  to  include  the  patricians  among  the  oldest  cili- 
xens,  whom  he  is  contrasting  with  the  newly-admitted  **  municipes.'*  Only  the  most 
superficial  examination  of  the  passage  {cf.  Willems,  S^nat  de  la  R6publique  romaine, 
i,  7)  could  make  **  omnibus  patriciis  *'  equivalent  to  **  omnibus  antiquissimis  civibus." 

•i,  8,  7.  *  Ibid,:  "Consilium  deinde  viribus  parat." 

*  Livy,  iv,  4,  7:  **  Nobilitatem  istam  vestram  quam  plerique  oriundi  ex  Albanis  ct 
Sabinis  non  genere  nee  sanguine  sed  per  cooptationem  in  patres  hal)etis,  aut  ab  re- 
gibus  lecti  aut  post  reges  exact os  iussu  populi." 

•Livy,  i,  34,  6:  **  In  novo  populo,  ubi  omnis  repentina  atque  ex  N-irtute  nobililas 
sit." 

'ii,  8,  1-3.  In  12,  I,  he  shifts  his  point  of  view:  Romulus  chose  the  hundred, 
original  senators  from  the  patricians. 

•Romulus,  I3f  cf,  Q.  R.,  58. 
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multitude  he  c?Xi^A  populiis,  and  appointed  a  hundred  nobles  to 
be  councillors,  whom  he  called  patricians,  and  their  assembly 
the  Senate.' 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  as  to  the  opinion  of  the 
ancient  writers.  They  believed  that  from  the  beginning  social 
distinctions  existed  naturally  within  the  populus  Rontanus,  and 
that  these  distinctions  were  made  the  basis  of  an  official  division 
of  the  people  into  nobles  and  commons,  patricii  and  plebs,  by 
the  government.  This  view  is  not  only  reasonable  in  itself,  but 
is  supported,  as  we  shall  see,  by  analogies  drawn  from  many 
other  states. 

All  the  sources  make  the  patriciate  depend  upon  connection 
with  the  Senate,  Dionysius  alone  showing  some  inconsistency  on 
this  point,''  Why  the  senators  were  called  patres  the  ancients 
give  various  reasons.  Cicero  ^  thinks  patres  a  term  of  endear- 
ment; Sallust*  believes  that  the  name  was  applied  either  be- 
cause of  age  or  because  of  the  similarity  of  their  duty;  Livy^ 
sets  it  down  as  a  title  of  honor;  Festus*  thinks  chiefly  of  their 
age  and  wisdom;  Paulus,'  his  epitomator,  suggests  that  they 
were  so  called  because  they  divided  their  lands  among  the 
poorer  class  as  fathers  among  children ;  Dionysius  ^  gives  three 
possible  reasons,  (i)  greater  age,  (2)  possession  of  children, 
(3)    family  reputation.     The  sources   generally  agree   in   rep- 

^  Cf.  further  Ovid,  Fasti,  iii,  127  et  seq.;  Veil.  Pat.,  i,  8,  6;  Festus,  246,  23; 
339»  II. 

'  There  is  no  inconsistency,  however,  in  the  fact  that  some  noble  gentes  claimed 
descent  from  Aeneas  or  from  deities  (^.  Seeley,  Livy,  57)  or  from  Alban  or  Sabine 
ancestors  (</.  Livy,  i,  30,  2;  iv,  4,  7;  Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  46,  3;  iii,  29,  7);  they  were 
nobles  in  their  original  homes  before  the  founding  of  Rome,  but  became  patricians 
only  by  an  act  of  the  Roman  government. 

Although  after  the  creation  of  the  first  hundred  patrts^  the  ancients  do  not  dis- 
tinctly state  that  each  newly  made  senator  was  the  founder  of  a  new  patrician  family, 
they  do  represent  the  enlargement  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  patriciate  as  going  hand 
in  hand;  in  this  way  they  continue  to  make  the  patriciate  depend  upon  membership 
in  the  Senate;  cf.  Livy,  i,  30,  2;  35,  6;  Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  47,  i;  iii,  67,  I;  Madvig, 
Verfassung  und  Verwaltung  des  romischen  Staates,  i,  75. 

'  Rep.,  ii,  8,  14;  cf,  Vir.,  111.,  ii,  11. 

*Cat.,  6,  6;  cf.  Isid.  Etym.,  ix,  6,  10:  **Nam  sicut  patres  suos,  ita  illi  rem  pub- 
licam  habebant  "  (or  "alebant  *'). 

*i,  8,  7.  'SSQ,  II.  ^247.  •«,  8,  I. 
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resenting  the  patres  as  men  who  in  age,  honor,  authority  and 
duty  stood  toward  the  rest  of  the  citizens  as  a  father  toward  his 
children,  and  in  identifying  these  social-political  patres  with  the 
senators.*  An  examination  of  the  word  itself  will  tend  to  con- 
firm the  ancient  view.  It  seems  to  have  originally  signified 
"  protector,"  "  keeper,"  **  nourisher,"  *  hence  *'  owner,"  "  mas- 
ter." Pater  familias  is  nourisher,  protector  and  master  of  a 
household.3  In  late  Roman  law  the  term  continued  to  refer  not 
necessarily  to  actual  parentage  but  rather  to  the  legal  position 
of  the  head  of  a  household ;  ^  in  fact  it  is  only  in  a  distantly 
derived  sense  that  pater  comes  to  signify  the  male  parent. 
Ideas  early  attaching  to  the  word,  accordingly,  are  those  of 
power  or  authority  and  age.  The  Senate,  as  this  word  indi 
cates,  was  originally  made  up  of  elderly  men,  senatores,  maiores 
natUy^  It  would  be  natural  to  call  them  patres  because  of  their 
authority  over  the  community  or  of  their  age.  As  a  designa- 
tion of  rank,  pater,  excepting  in  jest,  is  always  plural, — an  indi- 
cation that  the  authority  and  dignity  did  not  attach  to  the  indi- 
vidual noble  but  to  the  senators  collectively;  they  were  col- 
lectively patres  of  the  community,  not  individually  patres  of 
children,  clients  or  gentes.^  But  when  in  time  a  limited  number 
of  families  monopolized  the  Senate,  the  term  could  easily  be 
extended  to  the  entire  privileged  circle,  meaning  those  with 
hereditary  right  to  authority  over  the  rest  of  the  community.' 

'  Cf,  Mommsen,  Romische  Forschungen,  i,  227. 

*  From  the  root /a,  to  protect,  preserve,  conservare;  Pott,  Wurzel-Worterbuch  der 
Indogermanischen  Sprachen  (2d  ed.),22i;  Corssen,  Aussprache  der  lateinischen 
Sprache,  i,  424;  Schrader,  Sprachvergleichung  und  Urgeschichte,  538;  I>crivain,  in 
Daremberg  et  Saglio,  Diet.,  ii,  1507. 

'Dig.,  I,  16,  195,  2:  **  Pater  familias  appellatur  qui  in  domo  dominium  habet.' 
In  like  maxiwtx  ftatrontis  is  protector  of  clients,  pater  patriot,  protector  of  his  coun- 
try; Pott,  ibid,  227. 

♦  Ulpian,  in  Dig.,  ibid.:  "  Pater  autem  familias  recte  hoc  nomine  appellatur,  quam- 
ris  filium  non  habeat;  non  enim  solam  personam  eius,  sed  et  ius  demonstramus : 
denique  et  pupillum  patrem  familias  appellamus." 

*Livy,  i,  32,  10  (from  a  fetial  formula). 

•  Rubino,  Romische  Verfassung  und  Geschichte,  186;  Mommsen,  Rom.  Forsch.,  i, 
228,  n.  16. 

'  In  the  same  way  reges  is  made  to  include  the  whole  family  of  the  rex;  Dvy,  i, 
39,  2.     For  other  illustrations  of  the  same  principle,  see  Rubino,  ibid,  188,  n.  i. 
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Though  in  the  sources  the  patres  are  generally  senators,  the 
word  is  sometimes  synonymous  with  patricii.^ 

Regarding  patricius  the  Romans  reasoned  with  somewhat 
less  care.  They  were  right  in  deriving  it  from  pater^  but  they 
made  it  signify  **  descended  from,"  whereas  in  fact  it  means 
"  belonging  to,"  ■  and  designates  accordingly  the  families  of  the 
political  patres.  Probably  it  was  formed  after  patres  began  to 
apply  to  the  entire  governing  class — a  development  which 
would  tend  to  throw  the  latter  word  back  to  its  earlier  and 
narrower  sense. 

Had  the  investigation  of  these  words  on  the  part  of  the 
ancients  rested  at  this  point,  all  would  have  been  well ;  but  an 
unfortunate  guess  as  to  the  derivation  of  patricii  by  some  un- 
known antiquarian  has  brought  into  the  study  of  the  social 
ranks  unutterable  confusion  lasting  down  to  the  present  day. 
This  conjecture  derives  patricius  from  patrem  ciere^  making  it 
signify  **  one  who  can  cite  a  father."  The  attempted  etymology, 
clearly  a  failure,  would  perhaps  have  been  harmless,  had  it  not 
connected  itself  with  the  ambiguous  word  ingenuus,  Cincius  3 
says,  "  Those  used  to  be  called  patricians  who  are  now  called 
ingcntiiy  Livy  has  the  two  ideas  in  mind  when  he  represents 
a  plebeian  orator  as  inquiring,  "  Have  ye  never  heard  it  said 
that  those  first  created  patricians  were  not  beings  sent  down 
from  heaven,  but  such  as  could  cite  their  fathers,  that  is,  noth- 
ing more  than  ingenui  f  I  can  how  cite  my  father — a  consul — 
and  my  son  will  be  able  to  cite  a  grandfather."  ^     There  should 

*  The  Twelve  Tables  seem  to  apply  it  to  all  patricians,  not  to  senators  alone; 
Cicero,  Rep.,  ii,  37,  63:   **Conubia  ut  ne  plebei  cum  patribus  esscnt;"  Livy, 

iv,  4,  5 :  *'  Ne  conubium  patribus  cum  plebe  esset;"  perhaps  also  in  ii,  33,  I :  *•  Neve 
cui  patrum  eum  magistratum  liceret,'* //7/r«iw  is  equivalent  to /tf/riVii?r«m.  These 
passages,  however,  do  not  afford  absolute  proof;  for  Gaius,  bk.  vi,  ad  legem  Duodecim 
Tabularum  (Dig,,  i,  16,  238:  **  Plebs  est  ceteri  cives  sine  senatoribus"),  probably 
commenting  on  the  very  law  quoted  by  Cicero  and  Livy,  seems  to  understand  patres 
as  senators;  cf.  Vassis,  Athena,  xii,  57  et  seq,    • 

'  Cf.  tribunicius  from  tribunus^  Pott,  ibid.  227;  patricius  is  an  adjective  signify- 
ing paternal,  ancestral,  belonging  to  parents  or  progenitors;  Corssen,  ibid,  i,  53. 

'  In  his  work  on  the  Comitia^  quoted  by  Festus,  241,  21 :  **  Patricios  eos  appellari 
solitos  qui  nunc  ingenui  vocentur." 

^  X,  8,  10:  "En  umquam  fando  audistis  patricios  primo  esse  factos  non  de  caelo 
demissos,  sed  qui  patrem  ciere  possent,  id  est  nihil  ultra  quam  ingenuos  *'...? 
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be  no  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  these  passages;  the  anti- 
quarian who  conjectured  that  patricius  was  derived  from  patrem 
Here,  and  therefore  defined  patricii  as  those  who  could  cite 
their  fathers,  meant  merely  those  who  had  distinguished  fathers, 
and  hence  were  of  respectable  birth.  Ordinarily  in  extant 
Latin  literature  ingcnui  are  simply  the  freeborn ;  and  in  mak- 
ing Appius  Claudius  Crassus  in  368  B.  C.  include  in  the  term 
the  whole  body  of  citizens  Livy '  dates  this  meaning  back  to  the 
period  before  the  Licinian-Sextian  laws.  Elsewhere  are  indi- 
cations that  in  early  times  ingenui  connoted  rather  respectable 
birth,  and  so  applied  especially  to  the  patricians.'  The  quota- 
tion from  Cincius  and  the  attempted  derivation  of  patricius 
from  patrem  ciercy  accordingly,  are  sufficiently  explained  with- 
out resorting  to  the  strange  hypothesis,  held  by  some,  that  in 
primitive  Rome  the  patricians  were  the  only  men  of  free  birth. 
In  summarizing  the  ancient  view  as  to  the  origin  and  nature 
of  the  patriciate,  it  will  be  enough  to  say  that  the  king  chose 
from  the  people  men  who  were  eminent  for  the  experience  of 
age,  for  ability  and  reputation,  to  sit  in  his  council,  the  Senate; 
the  men  so  distinguished  were  called  patres,  whereas  the  ad- 
jective patricius  applied  as  well  to  their  families — the  patricii 
being  those  who  could  cite  illustrious  fathers.  From  this  point 
of  view  the  Roman  nobility  did  not  differ  from  that  of  most 
other  countries. 

>  vi,  40,  6. 

*  Plutarch,  Q.  R.,  58 :  **  Those  who  were  first  constituted  senators  by  Romulus  were 
called  patres  and  patricii  as  being  men  of  good  birth,  who  could  show  their  pedigree." 
In  its  adjectival  and  adverbial  uses  ingenuus  connotes  not  the  quality  of  free  birth, 
but  respectability,  nobility.  The  original  meaning  is  **  bom  within,'*  hence  indigen- 
ous, native:  cf,  Forcellini,  Toiius  Latinilatis  Lexicon,  $.  v.  In  this  sense  it  could 
not  apply  to  the  patricians,  who  generally  claimed  a  foreign  origin.  But  native  is 
superior  to  alien ;  doubtless  in  this  secondary  meaning  of  excellence  it  attached  to 
the  nobility,  the  close  relation  of  the  word  to  ^ens  (family,  lineage)  attracting  it  in 
that  direction.  Afterward  it  was  so  democratized  as  to  include  all  the  freel>om. 
With  this  meaning  we  find  it  as  early  as  Plautus,  Mil.,  iii,  I,  189;  iv,  I,  15.  Ac- 
cording to  Dionysius,  ii,  8,  3,  the  identification  of  patricii  with  ingenui  in  its  sense 
of  freeborn  was  accepted  not  by  the  most  trustworthy  historians,  but  by  certain  malici- 
ous slanderers :  "  Some  say  they  were  called  patricians  because  they  alone  could  cite 
their  fathers,  the  rest  being  fugitives  and  unable  to  cite  free  fathers." 
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The  plebsy  *  then,  were  the  mass  of  common  freemen,  from 
whom  the  nobility  was  differentiated  in  the  way  described  above. 
From  the  ancient  point  of  view  they  existed  from  the  beginning, 
prior  even  to  the  patriciate  itself. 

It  is  equally  true  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  ancients  the  plebs 
were  prior  to  the  clients.  Cicero*  records  that  Romulus  dis- 
tributed th^  plebs  in  clientage  among  the  chief  men ;  Dionysius 
adds  that  he  gave  the  plebeians  liberty  to  choose  their  patrons 
from  among  the  patricians.  Thus  far  their  view  is  in  complete 
accord  with  modem  sociology,  which  teaches  that  such  class 
distinctions  first  arise  through  the  differentiation  of  freemen. 
Although  aware  of  the  fact  that  clientage  existed  in  other  states 
which  were  presumably  older  than  Rome,*  her  historians  doubt- 
less felt  that  the  institution  could  have  been  legalized  in  their 
own  country  only  by  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  government. 
They  did  not,  however,  work  out  a  consistent  theory  of  the 
relation  between  this  class  and  the  plebeians.  Certain  passages  s 
hint,  though  they  do  not  expressly  assert,  that  at  one  epoch 
all  the  plebeians  were  in  clientage,  whereas  in  their  accounts  of 
political  struggles  the  ancient  writers  uniformly  array  clients 
against  plebeians  from  the  earliest  times.^  The  latter  view  is 
historically  better  founded. 

There  must  have  been  various  origins  of  clientage,  with  cor- 
responding gradations  of  privilege.  The  libertini  were  citizens 
with  straitly  limited  rights ;  other  clients,  certainly  the  greater 
part  of  the  class,  not  only  followed  their  patron  to  war '  and  to 
the  forum,^  but  also  testified  and  brought  accusations  in  the 

'  The  word  is  probably  derived  from  the  same  root  z&populus;  Corssen,  Aussp.  d. 
Lat.,  i,  368. 

'Rep.,  ii,  9,  16.  »ii,  9,  2. 

*  Notably  among  the  Sabincs,  Livy,  ii,  16,  4;  Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  46,  3. 

*  Cicero,  Rep.,  ii,  9,  16;  Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  9,  2. 

*  Cf.  the  citations  in  Mommsen,  R5miscbes  Staatsrecbt,  iii,  71,  n.  i.  Dionysius, 
ii>  63,  3,  distinguishes  the  two  classes  as  early  as  the  interregnum  which  followed 
Romulus. 

'Dion.  Hal.,  v,  40,  3;   vi,  47,  i;  rii,  19,  2;   x,  43.     As  late  as  134  B.  c.  Scipio 
called  his  clients  to  follow  him  to  the  Numantine  war;  Appian,  Hisp  ,  84. 
*Liv7,  iii,  58,  i. 
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courts"  and  voted  in  the  assemblies;*  and  when  the  plebeians 
gained  the  right  to  hold  offices  the  clients  were  admitted  along 
with  them  to  the  same  privilege.^  In  his  relation  with  the  state, 
therefore,  the  ordinary  client  did  not  differ  essentially  from  the 
plebeian. 

From  the  preceding  examination  of  the  social  ranks  it  at  once 
becomes  evident  that  the  ancients  made  the  populus  comprise 
both  patricians  and  plebeians ;  in  further  proof  of  their  view 
may  be  cited  the  following  juristic  definition:  ''Plebs  differs 
from  populus  in  that  by  the  word  populus  all  the  citizens  are 
meant,  including  even  the  patricians,  whereas  plebs  signifies  the 
rest  of  the  citizens,  excepting  the  patricians."^  Since  the 
sources  generally  consider  the  patricians  the  descendants  of  the 
hundred  original  senators,^  they  cannot  help  regarding  the  pop- 
ulus as  composed  chiefly  of  plebeians.  In  common  speech  the 
term,  like  our  word  people,  often  applies  to  the  lower  class  as 
distinguished  from  the  higher,  in  which  sense  it  is  interchange- 
able with  plebs ;  often,  too,  it  signifies  the  people  in  contrast 
with  the  Senate.^     It  is  clear,  then,  as  Mommsen  has  pointed 

*  Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  10,  3. 

•Livy,  n,  56,  3;  64,  2;  Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  10,  3;  iv,  23,  6;  ix,  41,  5. 

'Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  10,  3  (it  was  not  lawful  for  either  patron  or  client  to  vote  against 
the  other).  Marius,  a  client  of  Herennius,  was  elected  to  the  praetorship;  Plut. 
Mar.,  5.  A  law  declared  that  election  to  a  curule  office  (according  to  Plutarch,  or  as 
Marius  asserted  to  any  office)  freed  a  man  and  his  family  from  clientage.  Evidently 
this  law  was  passed  in  or  after  367  B.  c.  Mucius,  a  client  of  Ti.  Gracchus,  was  elected 
to  the  plebeian  tribunate;  Plut.  Ti.  Gracchus,  13.  Cn.  Flavins,  who  was  the  son  of  a 
freedman  and  probably  therefore  a  cHent,  was  elected  curule  aedile  for  304  B.  c. ; 
Livy,  ix,  46,  i;  Val.  Max.,  ii,  5,  2. 

*Gaius,  i,  3:  **  Plebs  auiem  a  populo  eo  distat,  quod  populi  appellatione  universi 
cives  significantur  connumeratis  eliam  patriciis;  plebis  autem  appellatione  sine  patriciis 
ceteri  cives  significantur."  Evidently  Pomponius  held  the  same  view;  Dig.,  i,  2, 2,  1-6; 
cf,  Capito,  in  Gell.,  x,  20,  5:  Festus,  233,  29;  330,  19;  Isid.  Etym.,  ix,  6,  5  ei 
stg.',  Momnw^n,  Rom.  Staatsr.,  iii,  4,  n.  2. 

*  Cicero,  Rep.,  ii,  12,  23;  Liv)-,  i,  8,  7;   Zonaras,  vii,  9;  Isid.  Elym.,  ix,  6,  6. 
'Illustrations  of  this  common  use  are  Cicero,  Rep.,  ii   8,  14;  12,  23;  Uvy,  ii,  54, 

3;  iv,  51,3;  X,  13,  9;  XXV,  2,  9;  3,  13;  3,  16;  xxx,  27,  3;  xxxiv,  54,4;  xxxvii,  58, 
I ;  xliii,  8,  9.  The  Greeks  always  regard  populus  as  the  equivalent  of  ^fUK't  cf.  Plut. 
Rom.,  13.  Not  only  does  the  tribune  in  addressing  the  plebs  call  them  populus 
Romanus  (Sail.  lug.,  31),  but  the  consuls  also  apply  the  term  to  the  same  class 
(Livy,  xxv,  4,  4);  and  a  statement  of  Cicero  (Leg.  Agr.,  ii,  7,  17),  which  has  the 
appearance  of  a  legal  definition,  makes  the  people  of  the  thirty-five  tribes  under  a 
tribune  the  universus  populus  Romanus, 
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out,'  that  \i  populus  signifies  first  the  whole  body  of  citizens  and 
secondly  the  commons  as  distinguished  from  the  nobles,  it  could 
not  possibly  have  as  a  third  equivalent  the  patricians  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  plebeians.  In  certain  formulae  found  in 
addresses,  wills,  prayers  and  oracles,  populus  is  so  joined  with 
plebs  {^populus  plebesque  or  the  like)  as  to  suggest  the  possible 
meaning  patricians.'  The  combination  of  the  two  words  with 
senatus?  however,  reveals  at  once  the  overlapping  of  the  terms 
so  combined.  In  these  passages  reference  is  to  the  modes  by 
which  an  individual  may  apply  to  the  state ;  he  may  address 
the  consuls,  praetors  or  plebeian  tribunes,  and  in  the  same  way 
the  Senate,  populus  or  plcbs,^  Hence  in  these  formulae  the  word 
populus  does  not  apply  solely  to  the  patricians,  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  its  use  in  all  other  connections.  We  may  con- 
clude, therefore,  that  the  Latin  language  gives  no  hint  of  an  ex- 
clusively patrician  populus. 

Regarding  the  populus  as  made  up  of  patricians,  plebeians 
and  clients,  our  sources  necessarily  ascribe  the  same  social  com- 
position to  its  divisions,  the  three  old  tribes  and  the  thirty 
curiae^  With  perfect  consistency  they  mention  repeated  en- 
largements of  the  populus  and  of  the  tribes  and  curiae,  through 
the  admission  of  masses  of  aliens,  most  of  whom  must  have 
remained  plebeian.  In  fact  the  sources  uniformly  represent  all 
the  kings  as  freely  admitting  conquered  aliens  without  excep- 
tion to  the  citizenship  and  to  the  tribes  and  the  curiae,  even 
compelling  some  forcibly  to  enter  this  condition.* 

*  Rom.  Forsch.,  i,  172. 

*  Cicero,  Fam.,  x,  35;  Vcrr.,  v,  14,  36;  Mur.,  i,  i;  Livy,  xxix,  27,  2;  Tac.  Ann., 
1,8;  Macrob.  Sat.,  i,  17,  28;  cf,  Mommsen,  Rom.  Forsch.,  i,  169,  n.  4. 

'  E.  g.  senatui  populo  plebique  Romanae;  Cicero,  Fam.,  x,  35  (address). 

*  Mommsen,  Rom.  Staatsr.,  iii,  6,  n.  4;  Soltau,  Altromische  Volksversammlungen, 

84. 

^  For  the  division  of  Xht  populus  into  tribes  and  curiae,  see  Qcero,  Rep.,  ii,  8,  14; 
Liv)',  i,  13,  6;  Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  7,  2;  Appian,  B.  c,  iii,  94.  The  author  of  Vir.  111., 
ii,  12,  in  supposing  that  the  pUbs  alone  were  assigned  to  the  tribes  is  certainly  wrong; 
but  his  mistake  is  pardonable  in  Tiew  of  the  general  agreement  among  our  sources 
that  the  popu/us,  TrA^of,  contained  in  the  curiae  were  mainly  plebeian. 

•Cicero,  Rep.,  ii,  7,  13;  8,14;  18,33;  Livy, i.  13, 4;  13,6;  28.7;  30,1;  33,1-5; 
Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  46,  2  et  seq,;  47,  i;  50,  4  et  seq.\  55,  6;  iii,  29,  7;  30,  3;  31,  3;  37, 
4;  48,  2;  iv,  22,  3. 
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Might  the  plebeians  and  clients  belong  in  a  restricted  sense 
to  tlie  populus  and  curiae y  and  yet  remain  so  far  inferior  to  the 
patricians  as  to  be  excluded  from  the  political  meetings  of  the 
curiae — the  comitia  curiata?  There  can  be  no  uncertainty  as 
to  the  answer  to  this  question,  for  the  ancient  writers  agree  that 
the  comitia  curiata  included  plebeians  and  clients  as  well  as 
patricians.*  Not  only  did  the  lower  classes  attend  this  assembly, 
but  they  also  voted  in  it,  and  constituted  the  majority.' 

II.  The  conventional  modern  view 
The  passages  cited  above  suffice  to  prove  that  the  ancient 
writers  thought  of  the  populus,  and  consequently  of  the  comitia 
curiata,  as  composed  from  the  earliest  times  of  patricians, 
clients  and  plebeians.  Another  question,  far  more  difficult, 
is  whether  the  ancients  were  right  in  their  view. 

As  none  of  the  authorities  on  whom  we  directly  depend  for 
our  knowledge  of  Roman  affairs  lived  earlier  than  the  last  cen- 
tury of  the  republic,  they  could  have  had  no  first-hand  acquaint- 
ance with  primitive  Roman  conditions,  but  must  have  drawn 
their  information  concerning  the  remote  past  from  earlier  writ- 
ers— the  annalists — now  lost.  Niebuhr,  who  in  the  opening 
years  of  the  last  century  introduced  the  modern  method  of 
investigating  Roman  history,  was  convinced  that  writers  of  the 
late  republic  and  of  the  empire,  lacking  historical  perspective 
and  interpreting  their  sources  in  the  false  light  of  existing  or 
recent  conditions,  came  to  wrong  conclusions  in  regard  to  the 
primitive  Roman  state.  He  believed  he  could  point  to  instances 
of  such  misunderstanding  and  he  thought  it  within  the  power  of 
a  well-equipped  modern  historian  to  eliminate  much  of  the  error 
so  as  to  come  near  to  the  standpoint  of  the  earlier  and  more 
trustworthy  annalists.^ 

»  Cf.  Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  8,  4- 

«Li\7,  i,  17,  11;  35,  2;  43,  10;  46,  i;  Dion.  Hal.,  ii,  10,  3;  14,  3;  60,  3;  62,  3; 
iv.  12,  3;  20,  2. 

'  Cf.  Lectures  on  the  History  of  Borne,  i,  80, 83 :  "I  beg  you  to  mark  this  well  .  .  , 
that  even  ingenious  and  learned  men  like  Livy  and  Dionysius  did  not  comprehend 
the  ancient  institutions  and  yet  have  preserved  a  number  of  expressions  from  their 
predecessors  from  which  we,  with  much  labor  and  difficulty,  may  elicit  the  truth." 
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The  position  of  Niebuhr  has  in  the  main  proved  untenable. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  source-sifting  of  modern  times,  pursued 
most  zealously  by  the  Germans,  we  are  obliged  to  admit  that 
it  is  rarely  possible  with  any  fair  degree  of  certainty  to  discover 
the  view  of  an  annalist  on  a  given  subject  excepting  in  the  few 
cases  in  which  the  citation  is  by  name.  We  must  also  admit 
that  though  Cicero  and  the  Augustan  writers  might  misinterpret 
Fabius  Pictor  in  minor  details,  it  is  inconceivable  that  they 
should  fail  to  understand  his  presentation  of  so  fundamental  a 
subject  as  the  character  of  the  original  populus  or  the  composi- 
tion of  the  earliest  assembly.  Present  scholarship  accordingly 
insists  that  in  such  weighty  matters  there  was  no  essential  dif- 
ference of  view  between  earlier  and  later  writers.* 

These  considerations  have  simplified  but  not  solved  the  prob- 
lem. Scholars  now  agree  that  no  contemporary  account  of  the 
regal  period — ending  509  (  ?)  B.  C. — ever  existed ;  and  even  if 
it  be  conceded  that  the  earliest  Roman  annalist — Fabius  Pictor, 
born  about  250  B.  C. — had  access  to  traditional  or  documentary* 
information  reaching  back  to  the  close  of  that  period,  no 
historian  will  admit  such  a  possibility  for  the  beginnings  of 
Rome.  It  follows  then  that  for  the  origin  and  character  of  her 
earliest  institutions  Cicero,  Livy  and  Dionysius,  or  their  sources, 
have  relied  wholly  on  inference  from  later  conditions,  in  so  far 
as  they  have  not  resorted  to  outright  invention.  Though  with 
their  abundant  material  they  were  in  a  far  better  position  for 
making  such  deductions  than  we  are,  they  lacked  the  exper- 
ience and  the  acute  critical  method  of  the  moderns.  ^  Of  the 
three  writers  above  mentioned — our  main  sources  for  the  subject 
under  discussion — Cicero  was  essentially  an  orator,  Dionysius  a 
rhetorician,  and  Livy,  though   historian  in  name,  was  in  spirit 

*  The  school  of  Mommsen,  which  still  clings  to  Niebuhr's  theory  of  an  exclusively 
patrician  populus,  has  abandoned  the  attempt  to  support  it  by  a  recoastruction  of 
lost  sources. 

'  The  late  regal  period  may  have  left  a  few  dociunents  which,  if  used  by  the  annal- 
ists, might  have  thrown  light  on  the  condition  of  that  time.  It  has  not  yet  been  de- 
termined whether  the  inscription  recently  found  in  the  Roman  Forum  belongs  to  the 
late  regal  or  to  the  early  republican  period. 

*  Mommsen,  Rom.  Staatsr.,  iii,  69,  grants  to  the  ancients  far  more  knowledge  of 
their  own  history,  but  claims  a  "  wider  horizon." 
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rhetorical  and  dramatic  rather  than  critical,  Naturally  there 
fore  they  or  their  sources,  who  on  the  whole  were  equally  un- 
critical, made  mistakes  in  the  difficult  work  of  drawing  infer- 
ences as  to  the  history  and  institutions  of  the  regal  period. 
Such  is  the  view  of  historians  to-day.  It  was  formerly  argued 
that  Dionysius,  a  rhetorician  and  a  Greek,  failed  in  spite  of  his 
twenty-two  years  of  preparation  at  Rome  to  understand  the 
spirit  and  character  of  the  Roman  constitution  and  has  there- 
fore been  an  especial  fountain  of  error;'  but  it  is  now  clear 
that  though  he  shows  far  greater  amplitude  than  Livy  and  is 
for  that  reason  proportionally  more  liable  to  error  in  detail,  he 
follows  good  Roman  sources  for  institutions,  and  is  in  this  field, 
with  the  reservation  here  mentioned,  not  essentially  inferior  to 
the  extant  native  writers.' 

Considering  the  sources  untrustworthy  and  following  certain 
clues  which  he  believed  they  afforded  to  a  right  understanding 
of  the  annalists,  Niebuhr  came  to  his  theory  as  to  the  composi- 
tion of  the  primitive  Roman  state.  Although  he  asserts  that  it 
was  made  up  of  "  patrons  and  clients,"  3  he  does  not  rest  satis- 
fied with  this  view,  but  proceeds  to  trace  clientage  to  the  fol- 
lowing origins,  as  though  in  his  opinion  this  institution  did  not 
exist  from  the  beginning :  ( i )  some  native  Siculians  perhaps, 
who  were  conquered  by  Latin  invaders;  (2)  strangers  settling 
on  Roman  territory  and  choosing  a  Roman  as  protector;  (3) 
inhabitants  of  communities  which  were  obliged  to  take  refuge 
under  Roman  protection;  (4)  manumitted  slaves.^  Logically 
he  goes  back  to  a  state  made  up  exclusively  of  patricians. 

' Niebuhr  treats  Dionysius  with  great  respect;  cf.  Lectures, i, liv :  "The  longer  and 
more  carefully  the  work  is  examined,  the  more  roust  true  criticism  acknowledge  that 
it  is  deserving  of  all  respect,  and  the  more  it  will  be  found  a  store  house  of  most 
solid  information."  Schwegler,  Romische  Gescbichte,  i,  621  et  seq.^  and  626  et  seq , 
ftssnmes  that  Dionysius  is  alone  responsible  for  the  view  that  the  plebeians  were  in 
the  primitive  tribes  and  the  curia,  A  glance  at  the  citations  given  above,  p.  506, 
will  show,  however,  that  Cicero  and  Livy  shared  this  view. 

'  Cf.  Pais,  Storia  di  Roma,  i,  i,  82.  The  usual  opinion  (cf.  Bernhoft,  Romische 
Konigszeit,  8  ei  seq.)  is  that  the  sources  of  Dionysius  are  later  and  less  trustworthy 
than  those  of  Livy,  but  Pais  asserts  that  on  the  whole  the  two  authors  drew  from  the 
same  sources. 

'  History  of  Rome,  i,  165.  *  Lectures  on  Roman  history,  i,  81,  100  e/  seq. 
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He  sought  evidence  for  this  hypothesis  in  the  scheme  of 
tribal  organization  of  Rome.  The  primitive  city  was  divided 
into  three  tribes,  thirty  curia  and,  as  he  believed,  three  hun- 
dred gentes.  As  no  one  could  be  a  citizen  without  membership 
in  a  gens, '  and  as  the  patricians  alone  were  active  members  of 
the  gentes,  •  it  must  follow  that  the  patricians  alone  were  citi- 
zens. It  is  doubtful  whether  he  would  have  proposed  this 
hypothesis  had  it  not  been  for  the  analogy  of  the  Attic  tribal 
scheme.  An  imperfect  quotation  from  the  lost  part  of  Aris- 
totle's Constitution  of  Athens'^  seems  to  signify  that  the  Athenian 
state  was  once  divided  into  four  tribes  {!^'fj»i)y  twelve  phratries  and 
three  hundred  and  sixty  gentes  [y^yn)  On  this  authority  Niebuhr 
supposes  that  the  phratry  was  a  group  oi  gentes,  and  he  assumes 
further  that  both  phratries  and  gentes  were  composed  exclusi- 
vely of  eupatrids.  *  But  the  suppositions  ( i )  that  there  were 
three  hundred  and  sixty  gentes,  (2)  that  the  phratry  was  a  group 
oi  gentes f  (3)  that  both  phratries  and  gentes  contained  only 
eupatrids  are  contradicted  by  well  known  facts.  From  the 
earliest  times  the  Greek  tribes  and  phratries  included  commons 
as  well  as  nobles.  This  is  true  of  the  Homeric  Greeks,  ^  and  a 
law  of  Draco  ^  proves  that  the  early  Attic  phratry  comprised 
both  nobles  and  commons.  In  historical  times  all  citizens  be- 
longed to  the  phratries ;  whereas  but  few  were  members  of  the 
gcntcsJ  Most  of  the  gentes  were  in  fact  composed  of  the  old 
landed  nobility,  though  a  few,  like  the  Chalkidae  and  the 
Eupyridae,*wcre  apparently  industrial  guilds,  which  had  received 

*  History  of  Rome,  i,  158. 

'  In  ibid,  i,  162,  he  excludes  the  "  freed  clients"  from  ^^ gem;  in  165  he  states 
that  the  nobles  alone  had  the  gens,  the  clients  belonged  to  it  in  a  dependent  capacity. 

*  Cf.  the  edition  of  Sandys,  252;  Rose,  Aristotelis  Frag.,  385. 

*  History  of  Rome,  i,  160.    Genz,  Patricisches  Rom.,  6,  has  the  same  idea. 

*  II.,  ii,  362  et  ieq, ;  ix,  63  et  seq, 

«  CIA.  i,  61 ;  cf,  Dem.,  xliii,  57.  * 

^  This  is  illustrated,  for  instance,  by  a  law  quoted  by  Fhilochoms,  Miiller,  Frag. 
Hist.  Graec,  i,  399,  94;  T«rf  (Ve  OpdTopag  iirdi^aysec  dixeodat  nai  roif  opyttJvac  Hal 
roi'i'  o/4o>oXo/cr«c.  oi'f  }fn7/Taf  KaTiov^tv  ("  The  members  of  the  phratry  must  receiTe 
the  orgeones  as  well  as  the  h&mogalaktes,  whom  we  call^irir//!8/").  This  fact  is  now 
too  well  known  to  need  further  proof;  cf.  Gilbert,  Constitutional  Antiquities  of 
Sparta  and  Athens,  148  et  seq,;  Thumser,  Griechische  StaataaltertUmer,  324  et  srf. 
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the  privileges  of  the  gentes.  So  far  therefore  from  supporting 
Niebuhr  in  his  peculiar  view  of  the  Roman  gentes  and  curiae^ 
the  Attic  analogy  militates  in  every  way  against  him. 

He  believed  that  he  found  confirmation  of  his  view  in  certain 
statements  of  the  ancient  writers  which  seemed  to  him  to  have 
a  bearing  on  the  question.  The  first  is  Dion.  Hal.  ii,  7,  4 : 
"  Romulus  divided  the  curiae  into  decades,  each  commanded 
by  a  leader,  who  in  the  language  of  the  country  is  called  de- 
curion."*  The  word  decurion  proves  that  in  speaking  of 
decades  Dionysius  is  thinking  of  the  military  divisions  called 
decuriae,  each  commanded  by  a  decurion.  In  historical  times 
the  troop  of  cavalry — turma — ^was  divided  into  three  decuriae 
of  ten  each,  as  the  word  itself  indicates.  There  were  accord- 
ingly three  decurions  to  the  turma,  and  ten  turmae  ordinarily 
went  with  the  legion.'  From  Varro  3  we  learn  that  the  three 
primitive  tribes  furnished  turmae  and  decuriae  of  cavalry,  the 
decuriae  commanded  by  decurions.  Dionysius  accordingly 
refers  to  military  companies — either  to  the  well  known  decuriae 
of  cavalry  or  to  corresponding  companies  of  footmen  which 
probably  existed  before  the  adoption  of  the  phalanx.**  Had 
Dionysius  meant  gentes,  he  would  have  used  the  corresponding 
Greek  word  }^»^.  Niebuhr  s  inferred  from  this  passage  that  each 
curia  was  divided  into  ten  gentes,  making  three  hundred  gentes 
for  the  entire  state ;  but  a  careful  interpretation  shows  that  no 
reference  to  the  gentes  is  intended.  We  cannot  infer  therefore 
from  this  citation  that  the  curia  was  divided  into  gentes. 

The  other  passage  relative  to  the  question  is  Gellius  xv,  27, 
4,^  in  which  Laelius  Felix  states  that  the  voting  in  the  comitia 

^  Aiifftrfirrai   Ae  Kni   d^  lUKafing  ai  ^parpai^  ;r/>of  aiTov,  Kai  j))tfiljv  fKnarr/v  iKdafiFi 
r5f«d^n,  AcKvvpiuv  Kard  tt}v  eKix^fnov  ''^Aottov  Trpnaayoptvdfievog. 
'  Polybius,  vi,  25,  i ;  c/.  20,  9.  '  L.  L.,  v,  91. 

*  There  is  no  need  of  assuming,  with  Blocb,  Origines  du  S^nat  romain,  102-105, 
that  the  cUcuriae  mentioned  by  Dionysius  are  **  purely  imaginary." 

*  Cf.  also  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  i,  612  //  seq.  The  antiquated  view  is  still  held 
by  Herzog,  Rdmische  Staatsverfassung,  i,  96  et  seq.,  and  by  L^crivain,  in  Daremberg 
et  Saglio,  Diet.,  ii,  1504.  Though  Ihne,  History  of  Rome,  i,  113,  n.  3,  believes  that 
the  curiae  were  composed  of  gentts,  he  is  doubtful  as  to  the  number. 

*«Cum  ex  generibus  hominum  suffragium  feratur,  curiata  comitia  ease;  cum  ex 
censu  et  aetate,  centuriata;  cum  ex  regionibus  et  locis,  tributa." 
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curiata  was  by  genera  hominutn  in  contrast  with  the  census  et 
actas  of  the  centuriate  assembly  and  with  the  regiones  et  loca  of 
the  comitia  tributa.  Niebuhr  identifies  genera  with  gentes?  It 
is  clear,  however,  that  in  this  passage  Laelius  is  not  concretely 
defining  the  voting  units  of  the  various  assemblies,  but  is  stating 
in  a  general  way  the  principles  underlying  their  organization 
into  voting  units.  In  the  comitia  centuriata  the  principle  is 
wealth  and  age ;  census  et  aetas  is  not  to  be  identified  with  cen- 
turia  or  with  any  other  group  of  individuals  in  this  assembly. 
In  like  manner  regiones  et  loca  expresses  the  principle  of  organ- 
ization of  the  tribal  assembly ;  or  if  used  concretely,  it  must 
designate  the  tribes  themselves,  and  not  subdivisions,  for  none 
existed.  Correspondingly  genera  homimim  signifies  that  the 
principle  of  organization  of  the  curiate  assembly  is  hereditary 
connection ;  but  so  far  as  the  expression  is  applied  concretely, 
it  must  denote  the  curiae  themselves,  not  subdivisions.  The 
curia,  a  religious,  social  and  political  group  based  on  birth, 
might  well  be  called  genus  hominum  in  contrast  with  the  local 
tribe  and  with  the  century,  composed  artificially  of  men  of  sim- 
ilar wealth  and  age.  It  is  well  known,  too,  that  voting  within 
the  curiae  was  not  by  gentes  but  by  heads.'  As  no  other  pas- 
sage from  the  sources,  besides  these  t^\'o,  has  even  the  appear- 
ance of  lending  support  to  the  proposition  advanced  by  Niebuhr, 
and  favored  by  others,  that  the  curia  was  a  group  of  gentes,  we 
may  conclude  that  this  proposition  is  absolutely  groundless.  On 
the  relation  between  these  two  groups,  therefore,  even  without 
considering  the  nature  of  the  gens,  no  argument  can  be  founded 
for  the  theory  of  exclusively  patrician  curiae.  A  careful,  un- 
prejudiced examination  of  the  gentes  would  prove  that  not  even 
these  smaller  associations  were  wholly  patrician. 

That  membership  in  a  curia,  rather  than  in  a  gens,  was  es- 
sential to  citizenship  is  confirmed  not  only  by  the  many 
passages  which  refer  to  the  assignment  of  new  citizens  to  the 

^  Mommsen,  too,  supposes  that  genera  here  means  gentes  but  is  used  so  as  to  in- 
clude also  the  plebeian  stirpes;  nevertheless  he  knows  that  the  voting  in  the  curiate 
assembly  was  by  heads  rather  than  hy  gentes:  Rum.  Staatsr.,  iii,  9,  n.  2;  90,  n.  5. 

*  Livy,  i,  43,  10 :  *•  Viritim  suffragium  .  ,  .  omnibus  datum  est "  (i.  e,  in  the 
curiate  assembly). 
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curiae,  *  but  also  by  the  consideration  that  had  the  plebeians 
lacked  the  citizenship  till  after  the  curiae  became  politically 
effete,  they  never  would  have  been  placed  in  the  curiae,  and 
these  associations  would  not  have  been  deemed  essential  to 
colonies  and  municipia.  If  too  the  gens  had  been  a  necessary 
element  in  the  organization  of  the  state,  as  was  the  curia,  the 
sacra  of  the  gens,  as  of  the  curia,  would  have  been  public, 
whereas  they  were  in  fact  private.' 

Other  evidence  for  his  hypothesis  Niebuhr  thinks  he  finds  in 
a  statement  of  Labeo,3  that  the  curiate  assembly  was  convoked 
by  a  lictor,  the  centuriate  by  a  horn-blower;  while  Dionysius^ 
says  that  the  patricians  were  summoned  by  name  through  a 
messenger,  the  people  by  the  blowing  of  a  horn.  Thus  Niebuhr 
maintains  that  Labeo  and  Dionysius  agree  unequivocally  in 
designating  the  curiae  as  the  assembly  of  the  patricians.  But 
in  fact  these  two  sources  refer  to  the  customs  of  the  historical 
age,  when  the  curiate  assembly  was  ordinarily  attended  only  by 
three  augurs  and  thirty  lictors.  Horn-blowing  under  these 
circumstances  would  have  been  absurd.  The  summoning  of 
the  patricians  by  their  own  name  and  that  of  their  father,  on 
the  other  hand,  proves  them  too  few  to  compose  a  popular 
assembly.  These  citations  therefore  are  far  from  supporting 
his  hypothesis.  His  last  and  greatest  proof  is  the  identification 
of  the  lex  de  imperio,  passed  by  the  curiae,  with  the  patrum 
auctoritas.  If  these  are  merely  two  terms  for  the  same  act,  the 
curiae  must  have  been  made  up  oi  patres.  But  by  establishing 
the  fact  that  the  patrum  auctoritas  belonged  to  the  Senate  or 
to  its  patrician  members,  Willemss  and  Mommsen^  have 
deprived  Niebuhr's  hypothesis  of  its  main  prop. 

'  Supra,  p.  506,  n.  6. 

'  Festus,  245,  28 :  "  Publica  sacra,  quae  publico  sumptu  pro  populo  fiunt,  quaeque 
pro  montibus,  pagis,  curis,  sacellis.  At  privata,  quae  pro  singulis  hominibus,  familiis, 
gendbus,  fiunt;"  also  Livy,  v,  52,  4.  Cetitm gentes,  however,  had  charge  of  special 
state  cults;  cf,  L^crivain,  in  Daremberg  et  Saglio,  Dict.,ii,  1506.  Some  of  this  class 
may  have  been  originally  gentile,  raised  afterward  to  the  dignity  of  state  cults,  and 
others  were  probably  assigned  to  the  gentes  by  the  government. 

•  Gell.,  XV,  27,  2.  ♦  ii,  8,  4. 
^  S^nat  de  la  R^publique  romaine,  ii,  34  et  seq, 

•  Rom.  Forsch.,  i,  233  et  seq,;  247  et  seq.;  cf,  Genz,  Patr.  Rom.,  70. 
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Niebuhr  evidently  believed  that  the  curiae  continued  ex- 
clusively patrician  through  the  whole  republican  period.*  This 
idea,  however,  must  be  dismissed  for  the  following  reasons: 
(i)  Our  sources  agree  that  in  the  early  republic  the  plebeians 
and  clients  continued  to  vote  in  the  curiate  assembly.*  (2) 
The  plebeians  were  in  the  curiae  in  208  B.  C,  when  the  first 
curio  maximus  was  chosen  from  the  plebs?  (3)  In  the  time 
of  Cicero  thirty  plebeian^  lictors  represented  the  comitia  curiata^ 
and  gave  the  votes.'  (4)  Arrogations  by  plebeians  took 
place  in  this  assembly;  in  the  well  known  case  of  Clodius 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  was  a  plebeian  who  arrogated 
him.  (5)  The  extinction  of  the  patriciate  did  not  involve 
the  downfall  of  the  comitia  curiata.^  (6)  The  confirmation 
by  the  curiae  {lex  de  imperio)  of  elections  in  the  centuriate 
assembly  was  conceived  as  a  second  vote  of  the  community .^ 
(7)  The  resolutions  of  the  comitia  curiata  are  always  thought 
of  as  resolutions  of  the  populus,  which  Latin  literature  nowhere 
restricts  to  the  patrician  body.  (8)  In  all  ancient  literature 
there  is  nowhere  the  slightest  hint  of  a  change  in  the  social 
composition  of  the  curiae  or  of  the  comitia' curiata  in  the  whole 
course  of  their  history.  What  the  ancients  believed  to  be  true 
of  either  institution  at  any  particular  period  will  hold  therefore 
for  its  entire  history.® 

*  E,  g.  History  of  Rome,  ii,  147;  iii,  73 :  "  the  common  council  of  ih^ patres — the 
curies. 

*  Cicero,  Frtg.  A,  vii,  48;  Livy,  ii,  56,  especially  §  3;  Dion.  Hal.,  vi,  89,  i ;  ix,  41. 
'  Livy,  xxvii,  8,  3.         *  *  Mommsen,  Rom.  Forsch.,  i,  148. 

*  Cicero,  Leg.  Agr.,  ii,  12,  31.  'Cicero,  Dom.,  14,  38;  Livy,  vi,  41,  10. 

^  Cicero,  Rep.,  ii,  13,  25;  Leg.  Agr.,  ii,  il,  26;  cf,  Mommsen,  Rom.  Forsch.,  i,  147 
tt  seq, 

*  In  the  face  of  all  evidence  to  the  contrary  two  or  three  scholars  persist  in  main- 
taining essentially  the  opinion  of  Niebuhr  that  through  the  republic  the  curiae  con- 
tinued patrician.  Herzog,  Rom.  Staatsverfassung,  i,  98  et  seq,^  108,  1014,  n.  2, 
imagines  that  from  the  beginning  the  clients  belonged  to  the  curia  in  its  administra- 
tive capacity,  shared  in  its  sacra^  attended  its  meetings,  but  did  not  vote.  The  pUds^ 
however,  were  not  even  passive  members.  His  reasons  are  too  shallow  to  deserve 
mention.  Vassis,  'Vufiniuv  Uo?uTda  i)  paat/^vopihn]  Kai  ^  i/.ei^fpa  (Athens,  1 903) 
also  excludes  the  commons  from  the  curiate  assembly  throughout  its  history.  The 
fancies  of  Hoffmann,  Patricische  und  plebeiische  Curien  (Vienna,  1879),  need  not 
detain  us. 
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Of  the  arguments  in  favor  of  Niebuhr's  hypothesis  either 
added  by  Schwegler  *  or  brought  by  him  into  greater  promi- 
nence, one  only  demands  attention.  He  reasons  that  if  the 
plebs  were  in  the  curiate  assembly,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
explain  the  political  advance  made  by  the  institution  of  the 
comitia  centuriata;  and  the  constitutional  history  of  Rome 
would  be  reduced  to  an  insoluble  riddle.  Here  we  have  to  deal 
with  a  subjective  ai^ument — the  rejection  of  sources  because 
they  do  not  agree  with  a  preconceived  theory.  Arguments  of 
the  kind,  however,  which  may  be  easily  invented  for  the  sup- 
port or  overthrow  of  every  imaginable  proposition,  should  not 
be  allowed  to  carry  much  weight.  Besides  it  is  easy  to  show  by 
analogies  from  the  history  of  other  peoples  that  the  presence  of 
the  commons  in  the  primitive  assembly  does  not  make  the  con- 
stitutional history  of  Rome  a  real  enigma.  In  the  primitive 
German  assemblj^,  for  instance,  were  included  all  the  warriors ; 
and  yet  in  the  more  developed  German  states  were  monarchies 
and  aristocracies  which  gave  the  people  little  or  no  voice  in  the 
management  of  public  affairs.  The  Homeric  Greek  assembly 
included  all  freemen,  who,  however,  had  little  to  do  with  the 
government  in  that  period,  and  still  less  under  the  aristocracy 
which  followed.  In  like  manner,  although  the  plebeians  at- 
tended the  comitia  curiata  and  had  a  majority  of  votes  in  this 
assembly,  they  could  not  thereby  control  the  government, 
because  ( i )  they  met  only  at  the  pleasure  of  the  king  or  magis- 
trate; (2)  the  presiding  magistrate  alone  had  the  right  to  in- 
itiate measures;  (3)  he  and  those  only  whom  he  invited  had  a 
right  to  speak ;  the  members  of  the  assembly  merely  voted  yes 
or  no  on  the  measure  proposed ;  (4)  the  decision  of  most  gov- 
ernmental matters  lay  with  the  king,  alone  or  in  conjunction 
with  the  Senate,  the  assembly  being  rarely  requested  to  vote. 
The  comitia  centuriata,  a  timocratic  institution,  elevated  the  rich 
and  degraded  the  poor.  Here  as  elsewhere  the  poor  lost  by  the 
substitution  of  aristocracy  for  kingship  ;  but  a  real  constitutional 
"advance  was  made  in  the  gradations  of  privilege,  which  were 
based  on  wealth  and  which  reached  like  a  ladder  from  the  hum- 

*  Rom.  Gesch.,  i,  623  et  seq. 
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blest  member  of  the  proletanan  century  to  the  patrician  knight 
in  the  sex  snffragia.  These  gradations  prepared  the  way  for  an 
ultimate  equalization  of  rights.  We  conclude,  then,  that  the 
presence  of  the  commons  in  the  primitive  assembly  is  perfectly 
compatible  with  a  rational  view  of  constitutional  development. 

With  Schwegler,  who  grants  however  reluctantly  that  the 
commons  were  received  into  the  curiae  before  208  B.  c.,'  the 
history  of  the  theory  enters  upon  its  present  phase ;  for  the 
great  majority  of  writers  since  his  time  have  accepted  his  view, 
yet  with  varying  opinions  as  to  the  date  of  the  change. 
Mommsen,*  who  more  than  anyone  else,  has  made  it  clear  that, 
so  far  back  as  our  sources  reach,  the  populus  comprised  both 
patricians  and  commons,  nevertheless  adopts  substantially  the 
same  view,  but  dates  the  admission  of  the  clients  to  the  plebi- 
tatc — that  is  to  common  citizenship  and  to  a  vote  in  the  curiae 
— not  later  than  the  beginning  of  the  republic  but  after  their 
admission  to  the  centuries.  ^  In  his  reconstruction  of  the  prim- 
itive state  he  supposes  that  the  citizens  were  all  patrcs,  in  so  far 
as  they,  and  they  alone,  could  be  fathers ;  or  adjectively  patricii, 
in  so  far  as  they,  and  they  alone,  had  fathers.  *♦  Added  to  the 
citizens  and  their  slaves  was  a  class  of  persons  termed  clients, 
half  way  between  freedom  and  slavery — a  class  made  up  from 
various  origins  but  chiefly  by  the  conquest  of  neighbors.^ 
These  clients  belonged,  as  dependants,  to  \}[i^  gentes  and  the 
curiae,  but  had  no  vote  in  the  assembly.*  Later  the  plebs  were 
formed  from  the  clients  as  the  bond  which  united  the  latter  with 
their  patrons  relaxed.^  The  plebs,  who  were  free  citizens  of 
inferior  rank,  came  into  being  at  the  moment  when  the  patricio- 
plcbeian  comitia  centuriata  acquired  the  right  to  express  the 
will  of  the  community.® 

I  Rom.  Gesch.,  i,  625,  d.  3.  '  Rom.  Forsch.,  i,  140  et  seq, 

'  Ibid,  i,  269;  Rom.  Staatsr.,  iii,  92.  Gason,  Kritische  Erdrteningen  iiber  den 
r<">mischen  Staat  (1871),  12,  supposes  they  were  admitted  by  the  Ogolnian  law,  500 
B.  c;  Genz,  Patr.  Rom.,  41, 62,  places  their  admission  not  earlier  than  the  institution 
of  the  Servian  tribes  and  not  later  than  the  decemvirate,  greatly  preferring  the  latter' 
date. 

^  ROm.  Staatsr.,  iii,  13;  Abriss,  5. 

^  Ibid,  iii,  54  et  seq,  *  Rom.  Staatsr.,  iii,  91. 

^  I  bid.  iii,  63.  '  Ibid,  iii,  67  ei  uq* 
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Although  he  knows  well  the  weakness  of  the  evidence  offered 
by  earlier  writers,  he  adopts  the  hypothesis  of  an  original  patri- 
cian state,  without  attempting  a  systematic  defence.  Here  and 
there  in  his  works,  however,  he  mentions  some  fact  or  condition 
which  he  would  like  to  have  considered  proof.  The  following 
are  the  chief  passages  of  this  kind : 

( 1 )  The  lack  of  right  to  the  auspicia '  and  to  the  imperium  * 
on  the  part  of  the  plebeians  proves  that  the  patriciate  was  the 
original  citizenship. 

But  we  could  as  reasonably  say,  with  reference  to  the  auspices, 
that  the  two  Attic  gentcs  which  furnished  the  sacred  exegetes 
contained  the  only  Athenian  citizens.^  The  auspicia,  as  Soltau  ^ 
has  noticed,  belonged  to  the  itis  honorum,  as  did  also  the  im- 
perium; hence  they  were  both  privileges  of  the  nobility.  In 
brief  Mommsen's  reasoning  would  make  a  governing  nobility 
everywhere  impossible. 

(2)  The  cavalry  were  patrician;  therefore  the  infantry  must 
have  been.5 

With  the  same  kind  of  reasoning  we  could  conclude  that  be- 
cause in  the  Homeric  age  of  Greece  chariots  were  used  in  war 
by  nobles  only,  the  infantry  must  also  have  been  exclusively 
noble ;  whereas  we  know  that  the  rank  and  file  were  common 
men.  That  the  Roman  army  before  Servius  was  similarly  com- 
posed is  supported  not  only  by  this  and  many  other  analogies,  but 
also  by  the  unanimous  testimony  of  the  sources.  It  is  absurd, 
too,  to  assume  that  a  small  city-state  like  early  Rome,  engaged 
in  constant  warfare  with  neighbors,  would  not  put  into  the  field 
its  entire  fighting  force  above  the  condition  of  slaves.  As  in 
other  primitive  states  the  warriors  naturally  constituted  the 
assembly  and  were  the  citizens. 

(3)  Of  the  sixteen  local  tribes  named  after  gentes  it  can  be 
proved  that  ten  have  the  names  of  patrician  gentes,  and  not  one 
name  is  known  to  be  plebeian.  This  is  evident  proof  that  from 
the  beginning  the  patriciate  was  not  nobility  but  citizenship.* 

*  Ronu  Staattr.,  i,  91,  d.  i ;  cf,  LaDge,  Rom.  Altertumer,  i,  261  etseq, 

*  Rom.  SUatsr.,  iii,  77.  •  Cf,  Topflfer,  AttUche  Genealogic,  177. 

*  Altrom.  Volksvenamml.,  93.  ^  Rom.  Staattr.,  iii,  109. 

*  Rom.  Forscb.,  i,  106  etuq,  and  n.  80. 


5 1 8  POLITICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERL  Y  [Vol.  XXX 

Any  unprejudiced  mind  will  discover  at  once  that  his  prem- 
ises prove  no  more  than  that  at  the  time  when  these  tribes  were 
instituted  the  patricians  were  influential  enough  to  give  their 
names  to  ten,  probably  to  all  sixteen.  In  all  the  three  cases 
mentioned,  Mommsen  reasons  that  because  the  patricians  alone 
enjoyed  the  honors,  privileges  and  influence  usually  considered 
appropriate  to  a  nobility,  they  must  therefore  have  constituted 
not  the  nobility  simply  but  the  whole  citizen  body. 

(4)  He  identifies  patrcs  with  gentiles  and  assumes  that  the 
primitive  state  was  an  aggregate  of  genteSy  thus  making  the 
patres  the  only  members  of  the  3tate.' 

These  are  not  proofs  but  unsupported  assumptions.  The  only 
connection  of  patres  with  gentes  given  in  Latin  literature  is  in 
the  well  known  phrases  patres  maioruni  and  minorum  gentium  \ 
and  Cicero "  makes  it  clear  that  these  patres  were  senators. 
The  phrase  means  senators  from,  or  belonging  to,  the  greater 
or  lesser  gentes.  Furthermore  it  can  be  proved  (i)  that  the 
patricians  were  not  the  ov\y  gentiles?  (2)  that  the  curiuy  and 
hence  the  state,  was  not  an  aggregation  of  gentes.^ 

(5)  We  are  informed,  says  Mommsen,  (a)  that  the  body  of 
full  Roman  citizens  consisted  originally  of  a  hundred  families, 
whose  fathers,  the  patres,  regarded  more  or  less  concretely  as 
the  ancestors  of  the  individual  gentes,  composed  the  Senate,  and 
together  with  them  their  descendants,  the  patricians,  made  up 
the  citizen  body;  or  expressed  in  other  words  (b)  patrician 
originally  meant  just  what  was  afterward  included  under  the 
term  ingenuus.^ 

For  (a)  Mommsen  cites  those  passages  by  which  I  have 
shown  ^  that  the  Romans  looked  upon  the  original  hundred 
senators  as  the  fathers  neither  of  the  *'  citizen  body  "  nor  of  the 

'  Rom.  Staatsr.,  iii,  13. 

'  Rep.,  ii,  20, 35  :  "  Duplicavit  ilium  pristinum  patrum  numemm  et  antiques  patres 
maiorum  gentium  appellavit,  quos  priores  sententiam  rogabat,  a  se  adsdtos  minorum." 
The  connection  shows  that  Cicero  is  speaking  of  two  classes  of  senators  distinguished 
by  the  rank  of  the  genUs  from  which  they  respectively  came. 

'  For  mstance,  by  the  absence  of  all  reference  to  patricianism  in  Scaevola*s  defini- 
tion of  the  gentilis;  Cicero,  Top.,  6,  29. 

^  Supra,  p.  510  ^/  seq,        ^  Rom.  Staatsr.,  iii,  14.  *  Supra,  p.  499,  notes. 
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**  full  citizens,"  but  of  the  nobility.  His  statement  of  the  case 
is  directly  contradicted  by  the  authorities  he  quotes.  As  re- 
gards (b)  it  has  been  sufficiently  proved  *  that  ingenuus  when 
made  equivalent  to  patricius  most  naturally  signifies  not  "  of 
free  birth,"  but  "  of  respectable,  noble  birth." 

To  the  theory  of  an  exclusively  patrician  populus  the  follow- 
ing objections  may  be  summarily  urged  :  ( i )  It  is  opposed  by 
the  unanimous  testimony  of  the  ancient  authorities.  (2)  It 
rests  upon  a  wrong  explanation  of  the  words  patres,  patriciiy  as 
designations  of  the  nobles.  (3)  It  is  further  propped  up  by 
reasons  so  feeble  as  to  testify  at  once  to  its  weakness,  the  more 
substantial  basis  having  been  overthrown  partly  by  Mommsen 
himself.  (4)  The  number  of  patricians  is  too  small  for  the 
theory.'  (S)  It  ignores  the  meaning  of  the  vtovd plebs,  which 
evidently  signifies  **  the  masses,"  in  contrast  with  the  few  nobles, 
and  hence  could  not  apply  to  a  class  gradually  formed  by  the 
liberation  of  clients,  or  by  the  admission  of  foreigners.  No 
one  who  holds  the  theory  has  attempted  to  show  what  these 
liberated  clients  were  called  when  they  were  but  a  few  compared 
with  the  patricians — before  they  became  *'  the  multitude."  (6) 
It  is  contradicted  by  everything  we  know  of  Rome's  attitude 
toward  aliens.  So  far  back  as  our  knowledge  reaches,  she  was 
extremely  liberal  in  bestowing  the  citizenship,  even  forcing  it 
upon  some  communities.  Only  when  she  acquired  the  rule 
over  a  considerable  part  of  Italy  did  she  begin  to  show  illiber- 
ality  in  this  respect.  Down  to  353  B.  C.  the  citizenship  thus 
freely  extended  included  the  right  to  vote.3  (7)  It  assumes 
the  existence  of  a  community  politically  far  advanced  yet  show- 
ing no  inequalities  of  rank  among  the  freemen — a  condition 
outside  the  range  of  human  experience.  It  aims  to  explain  the 
origin  of  the  social  classes  on  purely  Roman  ground,  ignoring 
the  fact  that  distinctions  of  rank  are  far  older  than  the  cit>',  and 

1  5«/rfl,  pp.  502,  503.  *  Cf.  supra,  jp.  $13. 

*  That  Caere  was  the  first  community  to  receive  the  civitat  sine  suffragio  may 
justly  be  inferred  from  the  expression  "  Caerite  franchise,"  which  designates  this  kind 
of  limited  citzensbip.  The  general  fact  stated  in  (6)  is  further  confirmed  by  the 
law  which  granted  the  right  of  extending  the  pomerium  to  those  magistrates  only 
who  bad  acquired  new  territory  for  Rome;  Gell.,  xiii,  14,  3;  Tacitus,  Ann.,  xii,  23. 
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exist,  at  least  in  germ,  in  the  most  primitive  communities  of 
which  we  have  knowledge.* 

III.      The  Comparative-Sociological  View. 

As  social  classes  belong  to  all  society,'  they  cannot  be  ex- 
plained by  the  peculiar  conditions  of  any  one  community.  The 
only  scientific  approach  to  this  subject  is  through  comparative 
study;  the  inferences  of  the  ancient  historians  relative  to 
primitive  Rome  are  not  to  be  displaced  by  purely  subjective 
theories,  but  are  to  be  tested  by  comparison  with  conditions  in 
other  communities  of  equal  or  less  cultural  advancement. 

Distinctions  of  rank  depend  ultimately  upon  physical,  mental 
and  moral  inequalities,^  which  differentiate  the  population  of  a 
community   into    leaders   and  followers.^     The   exhibition    of 

*  Since  the  publication  of  the  Staatsrecht,  writers  have  made  slight  modifications  or 
extensions  of  the  conventional  theory.  Greenidge,  in  Poste,  Gaii  Institutionea,  six, 
suggests  that  the  dual  forms  in  Roman  law  may  have  as  their  basis  a  racial  distinction 
between  the  patricians  and  the  plebeians.  A  serious  objection  to  this  kind  of  reason- 
ing is  that  if  we  are  on  the  lookout  for  dualities,  trinities  and  the  like,  we  shall  find 
them  in  abundance  everywhere.  It  has  been  left  to  Ridgway,  Early  Age  of  Greece, 
i,  257,  to  discover  of  just  what  races  the  patricians  and  the  plebeians  were  respect- 
ively composed.  Undoubtedly  race  is  a  potent  factor  in  history;  but  Gomplowicz, 
for  instance,  Rassenkampf  (1883)  has  killed  the  theory  by  overwork. 

Among  the  writers  who  have  rejected  the  conventional  view  are  Soltau,  Altrdmische 
Volksversammlungen  (1880);  Pelham,  Outlines  of  Roman  History  (1893;  reprint  of 
his  article  on  *<  Roman  History,"  in  the  Encylc.  Brit.) ;  Meyer,  Geschichte  des  Alter- 
tums,  ii  (1893). 

'  Meyer,  Gesch.  d.  Alt,  ii,  80;  Featherman,  Social  History  of  the  Races  of  Man- 
kind, li,  408;  Hellwald,  Culturgeschichte,  i,  175;  Barth,  Pbilosophie  der  Geschichte, 
i,  382.  It  would  be  practicable  by  the  citation  of  authorities  to  prove  the  existence 
of  such  distinctions  in  nearly  every  community,  present  or  past,  whose  social  condi- 
tion is  sufficiently  known. 

'  Giddings,  Principles  of  Sociology,  124;  Tarde,  Laws  of  Imitation,  233  it  seq»; 
Fairbanks,  Introduction  to  Sociology,  158;  Grave,  L'lndividu  et  la  Soci^t^,  23; 
Funck-Brentano,  Civilisation  et  ses  Lois,  71  etseq.;  Caspari,  Urgeschichte  der  Mensch- 
heit,  i,  125  et  seq.;  Hellwald,  iHd,  i,  175,  177;  Ross,  Social  Control,  80. 

*  Giddings,  ibid,,  262 ;  Ammon,  Gesellschaftsordnung,  133  et  seq.;  Cherboliez, 
Simples  notions  de  Vordre  social  k  I'usage  de  tout  le  monde,  38  et  seq.;  Dechesne, 
Conception  du  droit,  36;  Grave,  ibid,  23  et  seq,;  Caspari,  ihd.  i,  133  et  seq.;  Harris, 
Civilization  considered  as  a  Science,  211;  Lepelletier  de  la  Sarthe,  Syst^me  sociale, 
i,  329;  Mismer,  Principes  sociologiques,  63  et  seq,;  Rossbach,  Geschichte  der  Gesell- 
schaft,  i,  13  «/  seq,;  Schurtz,  Urgeschichte  der  Kultur,  385;  Hittell,  Mankind  in 
Ancient  Times,  i,  228  et  seq.;  Maine,  Early  History  of  Institutions,  130;  Seebohm* 
Tribal  System  in  Wales,  139. 
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physical  strength  and  skill  on  the  part  of  young  men  and  of 
knowledge  and  wisdom  on  the  part  of  the  elders  are  often  **  the 
foundation  of  leadership  and  of  that  useful  subordination  in 
mutual  aid  which  depends  on  voluntary  deference."'  In  an 
age  in  which  men  were  largely  under  the  control  of  religion  the 
possession  of  an  oracle  or  skill  in  divination  or  prophecy  might 
contribute  as  much  to  the  elevation  of  an  individual  above  his 
fellows. »  Leadership,  once  obtained,  could  display  and 
strengthen  itself  in  various  ways.  In  primitive  society  the 
strong,  brave,  intelligent  man  was  especially  qualified  to  take 
command  in  war.  Success  brought  the  chief  not  only  renown 
but  a  large  share  of  the  booty  and  in  later  time  acquired  land. 
The  same  result  might  be  obtained  by  other  means  than  by 
war;3  but  in  any  case  wealth  and-  influence  inherited  through 
several  generations  made  nobility.^  Primarily  grounded  on 
ability,  wealth  and  renown,  this  preeminence  was  often  height- 
ened by  a  claim  to  divine  lineage  or  other  close  connection  with 
the  gods.5 

There  was  evidently  a  stage  of  development — before  the 
association  of  the  nobles  into  a  class — in  which  chieftains  alone 
held  preeminence.  This  condition  is  common  in  primitive  so- 
ciety, as  among'the  American  Indians.^     Among  the  Germans, 

'  Giddings,  ibid,  262;  r/I  Arnd,  Die  materiellen  Gnmdlagen  .  .  .  der  europSischen 
Kiiltar,444  etseq.;  Frobscbammer,  Organisation  und  Kulhir  der  mensch.  Getelltchaft, 
84  et  xeq,;  Bastian,  Recbtsverb&ltnisse  bei  verscbiedenen  Volkem  der  Erde,  20  et  seq,; 
Spencer,  Principles  of  Sociology,  ii,  333,  335. 

>  Spencer,  ibid,  ii,  338  ei  seq, 

'  Cf,  Rnbino,  Romische  Verfassung  und  Gescbicbte,  183;  Spencer,  ibid,  ii,  334 
it  seq,;  Seebobm,  Tribal  System  in  Wales,  72. 

*  Aristotle,  Politics,  1294,  a  21  ^/  seq,;  Giddings,  Principles  of  Sociology,  293  etseq.; 
Jenks,  History  of  Politics,  30  et  seq.;  Grave,  L^ndividu  et  la  soci^t^,  25;  Combes  de 
Letcrade,  Elements  de  sociologie,  185;  Scburtz,  Urgescbicbte  der  Kultur,  148,  385; 
Featberman,  Social  History  of  tbe  Races  of  Mankind,  see  Index,  s.  Classes;  Hittell, 
Mankind  in  Ancient  Times,  i,  228;  Maine,  Early  History  of  Institutions,  134;  Gin- 
nell,  Brebon  Laws,  60  et  seq.;  Bluntschli,  Theory  of  tbe  State,  149;  Vinogradoff, 
Growtb  of  tbe  Manor,  rev.  by  Beard  in  Pol.  Sci.  Quart.,  xxi,  165  et  seq, 

'Grave,  ibid.  30  et  seq.;  Combes  de  Lestrade,  ibid.  184  ^/  seq.;  Funck-Brentano, 
Civilisation  et  ses  Lois,  68  et  seq.;  Spencer,  ibid,  ii,  348  et  seq.;  Scburtz,  ibid.  150 
it  seq,;  Featberman,  ibid,  ii,  128,  197  et  seq,^  31 1;  Letoumeau,  Sociology,  480  etseq.; 
Bastian, Recbtsverb&ltnisse, 8  etseq. 

•  Cf.  Scburtz,  ibid.  148. 


522  POLITICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY  [Vol.  XXI 

too,  who  had  advanced  somewhat  beyond  this  stage,  each  chief, 
or  lord,  appears  to  have  been  noble,  "  less  with  reference  to  other 
noblemen  than  with  reference  to  the  other  free  tribesmen  com- 
prised in  the  same  group  with  himself/*  *  From  Brehon  law 
we  infer  that  the  Irish  lords  were  individually  heads  of  their 
several  groups  of  kinsmen  or  of  vassals ;  *  and  in  Wales  the 
nobles  were  a  hierarchy  of  chieftains.'  As  soon  as  leadership 
became  hereditary  there  arose  noble  families,  in  which  the 
younger  members  were  often  sub-chieftains ;  ^  and  finally 
through  intermarriage  among  these  families,  as  well  as  through 
the  discovery  of  common  interests,  the  nobles  associated  them- 
selves into  a  class. 

Among  the  ancient  Germans,'  the  Greeks  of  the  Homeric 
age,*  and  in  some  early  Italian  states  ^  certain  families  had  be- 
come noble,  and  others  were  on  the  way  to  nobility.  For 
ancient  Ireland  the  entire  process  can  be  followed.  A  common 
freeman  enters  the  service  of  some  chief,  from  whom  he  receives 
permission  to  use  large  portions  of  the  tribe  land.^  By  pasturing 
cattle  he  grows  wealthy,  becomes  a  bo-aire  (cow-nobleman)  and 
secures  a  band  of  dependants.     Supported  by  these  followers, 

1  Maine,  f^V/.  132. 

'  Maine,  ibid.;  Ginnell,  Brehon  Laws,  63  et  seq,,  93  et  itq, 

'  Seebobm,  Tribal  System  in  Wales,  134  etseq, 

*  As  in  Wales;  Seebohm,  ibid,  139;  cf,  the  Inca  grandees,  who  all  claimed  descent 
from  the  founder  of  the  monarchy;  Letoumeau,  Sociology,  479. 

^  Tac.  Germ.,  13,  3 :  *'  Insignis  nobilitas  aut  magna  patmm  merita  principis  digna- 
tionem  etiam  adulescentulis  adsignant."  It  is  clear  that  the  family  of  a  yoath  who 
receives  an  office  or  dignity  because  of  the  merits  of  his  ancestors  is  coming  near  to 
nobility. 

*  A  certain  man  of  illegitimate  birth,  hence  of  inferior  social  striding,  through  mar- 
tial skill  and  daring  becomes  a  leader  of  warriors,  acquires  wealth,  marries  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  notable,  *'  waxes  dread  and  honorable  "  among  his  countrymen,  who  elect  him 
to  a  high  military  command  by  the  side  of  their  hereditary  chief;  the  taint  of  his 
birth  is  forgotten;  Od,^  xiv,  199  etseq,;  cf,  Bemh5ft,  Rom.  Konigssdt,  123. 

^  Livy,  X,  38,  7 :  ''  Nobilissimum  quemque  genere  factisqne,"  with  reference  to  the 
Samnites;  some  were  nobles  by  birth,  others  by  proweis;  cf.  46,4:  *'Nobiles  aliquot 
captivi  clan  suis  patrumque  factis  ducti;"  some  of  these  captires  were  noble  through 
their  own  prowess,  others  through  that  of  their  ancestors.  The  Samnite  nobilitj  was 
in  the  formative  stage  like  that  of  the  German  nobility  in*  the  time  of  Tadtui. 

'  Maine,  Early  History  of  Institutions,  135  etseq,;  Giddings,  Principles  of  Sociology, 
294  et  itq. 
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he  preys  upon  his  neighbors  and,  if  successful,  becomes  in  time 
a  powerful  noble/  After  "  a  certain  number  of  generations  " 
he  can  no  longer  be  distinguished  from  the  blooded  nobility.* 
Here  is  an  instance  of  a  common  freeman's  becoming  noble 
through  service  to  a  chief.  In  like  manner  among  the  Saxons 
who  had  conquered  England  the  ceorl  who  **  thrived  so  that  he 
had  fully  five  hides  of  land,"  or  the  merchant  who  had  "  fared 
twice  over  the  wide  sea  by  his  own  means,"  became  a  thane ; 
"  and  if  the  thane  thrived,  so  that  he  became  an  eorl,  then  was 
he  henceforth  worthy  of  eorl-right."  3 

The  thanes  were  the  immediate  companions  of  the  king — ^his  comitatus 
— and  from  their  first  appearance  in  English  history  they  took  rank 
above  the  earlier  nobility  of  Saxon  eorls,  who  were  descended  from 
ancient  tribal  chiefs.  Thus  the  thanes  as  a  nobility  of  newly  rich  cor- 
responded to  the  cow-noblemen  of  an  earlier  time.* 

In  the  way  just  described  many  rose  from  the  lower  ranks  to 
nobility.  In  fact  eminent  authorities  assert  that  the  inferior 
nobles,  especially  of  the  middle  age,  were  more  often  of  servile 
than  of  free  origin,  as  the  common  freemen  were  inclined  to 
think  it  degrading  to  be  seen  among  the  comites  of  a  chief .' 

It  has  now  been  sufficiently  established  that  even  in  the  tribal 
condition  people  were  differentiated  into  social  ranks.  We  have 
traced  the  beginning  of  nobility  to  leadership  and  have  found, 
in  both  ancient  and  mediaeval  society,  new  noble  families  form- 
ing by  the  side  of  the  old.  Social  distinctions  were  well  devel- 
oped long  before  the  founding  of  cities.  When  a  community, 
whether  a  tribe  or  a  city,  is  far  enough  advanced  to  begin  the 
conquest  of  neighbors,  **  it  has  already  differentiated  into  royal, 

*  Cf.  Giddings,  Ufid.  '  Maine,  iHd,  136.  >  Laws  of  Atbelstan. 

^GiddingB,  Principles  of  Sociology,  296;  cf,  Maine,  Early  History  of  Institutions, 
141.  Thus  in  the  time  of  Tacitus  the  Gennsm  youth  of  common  blood  who  entered 
the  comitatus  of  a  chief  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  become  noble;  Germ.,  13,  3-5;  14, 
I  et  seq.  Among  the  Danes,  too,  some  noble  families  were  once  peasant;  Maine, 
iHd.  135. 

*Bnmner,  Deutsche  Rechtsgeschichte,  i,  235  et  seg,^  252;  Maine,  iM,  138; 
Ammon,  Gesellscbaftsordnung,  135;  Schurtz,  Urgescbichte  der  Kultur,  148  et  seq,; 
Bluntichli,  Theory  of  the  State,  131*  155;  Tarde,  Laws  of  Imitation,  237. 
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noble,  free  and  servile  families.'*  *  This  was  tnic  of  Sparta. 
In  her  "  the  conquerors  nevertheless,  notwithstanding  great  dif- 
ferences among  themselves,  remain  sharply  separated  in  social 
function  from  the  conquered  .  .  .  The  conquerors  became  a 
religious,  military  and  political  class,  and  the  conquered  an  in- 
dustrial class." '  Even  in  the  case  of  Sparta,  however,  which  is 
perhaps  our  best  example  of  the  exclusiveness  of  a  ruling  cit>', 
there  is  evidence  of  mingling  between  the  conquering  Spartans 
and  the  conquered  Laconians  before  the  former  became  cxclu- 
sive.3  In  like  manner  there  was  much  mixing  of  the  invading 
**  Aryans"  with  the  natives  of  India — the  more  intelligent 
of  the  natives  rising  to  the  higher  classes  and  the  less  gifted  of 
the  invaders  sinking  to  the  lower — before  the  crystalization 
of  the  castes.^  We  find  the  same  mingling  of  conquerors  and 
conquered  in  varying  degrees  in  ancient  Ireland,^  in  England 
under  the  Normans^  and  throughout  the  Roman  empire  in  the 
period  of  Germanic  settlements.'  It  becomes  doubtful,  there- 
fore, whether  a  nobility  was  ever  formed  purely  by  the  super- 
position of  one  community  upon  another.  The  effect  of  conquest 
was  rather  to  accentuate  existing  class  distinctions,  and  by  a 
partial  substitution  of  strangers  in  place  of  native  nobles  to  stir 

*  Giddini^  Principles  of  Sociology,  315;  ^Combes  de  Lestrmde,  ElementB  de 
sociologie,  185;  Ronbach,  Geschicbte  der  Gesellscbaft,  i,  14.  A  nobilitj  formed 
purely  by  conquest,  if  sacb  indeed  exists,  must  be  rare,  and  can  hanflj  be  lasting; 
Schurtz,  Urgeschichte  der  Kultur,  149. 

'  Giddings,  ihid,  315 ;  ^  Grave,  Llndiridn  et  la  sod^ti.  32. 
'  Strabo,  Tiii,  4, 4,  364:  Aristotle,  Politics,  1270,  a  34  «r  uq. 

*  Schurtz,  Urgeschichte  der  Kultur,  165. 
^  Grinnell,  Brehon  Laws,  145. 

^  Bluntschli,  Theory  of  the  State,  142;  Freeman,  Norman  Conquest,  ir,  11.  There 
were  nobles  both  in  England  and  in  Normandy  before  the  conquest  After  the  battle 
of  Senlac  most  of  the  English  nobles  submitted  to  William,  and  were  allowed  to  re- 
deem their  lands;  Freeman,  ibid,  iv,  13  z'/  ieq,t  36  et  seq.  It  was  only  in  punish- 
ment for  later  rebellion  that  they  lost  their  holdings,  and  some  English  thanes  were 
never  displaced;  cf,  Powell,  in  Traill,  Social  England,  i,  240. 

'  The  most  violent  and  oppressive  Germanic  invaders  are  supposed  to  have  been 
the  Vandals,  and  yet  they  doubtless  retained  for  the  administration  of  the  government 
the  trained  Roman  officials;  Hodgkin,  Italy  and  her  Invaders,  ii,  263.  The  Ostro- 
goths were  more  liberal  in  their  treatment  of  the  Romans  (Ufid,  iv,  250,  271,  282), 
and  the  Franks  still  more  liberal;  Brunner,  Deutsche  Rechtsgeschichte,  ii,  202.    • 
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up  antagonism  between  the  classes.  Even  where  the  differences 
between  the  social  ranks  seem  to  be  racial,  it  would  be  hazard- 
ous to  resort  to  the  race  theory  in  explanation ;  for  such  a  con- 
dition could  be  produced  in  the  course  of  generations  by 
different  modes  of  life,  education,  nurture  and  marriage  regula- 
tions of  the  nobles  and  commons  respectively.* 

The  study  pursued  thus  far  will  enable  us  to  understand  how 
there  came  to  be  social  classes  at  Rome  before  the  beginning  of 
conquest.  But  for  a  long  time  after  the  Romans  began  to  annex 
territory  we  may  seek  in  vain  for  a  distinction  between  conquer- 
ors and  conquered,  like  that  which  we  find  in  Laconia.  We  are 
forbidden  to  identify  the  plcbs  with  the  conquered  and  the  pa- 
tricians with  the  conquerors  by  many  considerations  mentioned 
above — for  instance,  by  tradition,  by  the  derivation  of  several 
patrician  gentes  from  various  foreign  states,  by  the  fewness  of 
the  patricians  and  by  the  fact  that  the  latter  show  no  differentia- 
tions of  rank,  such  as  we  find  among  the  conquering  Spartans ; 
they  were  not  a  folk  but  a  nobility  pure  and  simple.  We  are 
to  regard  Rome's  early  annexations  of  territory  and  of  popula- 
tions not  as  subjugations,  but  as  incorporations  on  terms  of 
equality.  The  people  incorporated  were  of  the  same  great 
folk,  the  Latins,  or  of  a  closely  related  folk,  the  Sabines. 
Accordingly  they  were  not  reduced  to  subjection,  but  were  ad- 
mitted to  citizenship,  to  the  tribes  and  the  curiae,  and  their 
nobles  were  granted  the  patriciate.'     Only  communities  of  alien 

*  Featherman,  Social  History  of  the  Races  of  Mankind,  ii,  354;  Tarde,  Laws  of 
Imitation,  238,  n.  i,  239;  HellwaH,  Kulturgeschichte,  i,  175  et  seq.;  Schurtz,  Urge- 
schichte  der  Kultur,  149;  cf.  Demolins,  Comment  la  route  cr^e  le  type  social. 

'  The  idea  that  the  primitive  community  is  essentially  illiberal  with  its  memerbship, 
especially  propagated  hy  Fustel  de  Coulanges,  Ancient  City,  is  erroneous.  For  the 
mingling  of  conquerors  and  conquered,  see  supra,  p.  524,  notes  3  and  4.  On  the 
ethnic  heterogeneity  of  states  in  g»>neral,  see  Gumplowicz,  Kassenkampf,  iSi.  The 
laws  of  Solon  granted  citizenship  to  alien  residents  who  were  in  perpetual  exile  from 
their  own  country,  or  who  had  settled  with  their  families  in  Attica  with  a  view  to 
plying  their  trade;  Plut.  Sol.,  24.  Under  his  laws,  too,  a  valid  marriage  could  be 
contracted  between  an  Athenian  and  an  alien;  Hdt.,  vi,  130.  The  Athenians,  like 
the  Romans,  believed  thai  many  of  their  noble  families  were  of  foreign  origin.  In 
Ireland  "  strangers  settling  in  the  district,  conducting  themselves  well,  and  inter- 
marrying with  the  clan,  were  after  a  few  generations  indistinguishable  frum  it;" 
Ginnell,  Brchon  Laws,  103.  Nearly  the  same  rule  holds  for  South  Wales;  Seebohm, 
Tribal  System  in  Wales,  131. 
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ipeechjlike  the  Etruscani  or  distant  Italian  comrntinhies,  like  the 
Campanian,  were  ordinarily  given  the  inferior  chntas  sine  $uf 
fragio  \  and  this  restricted  citizenship  docs  not  appear  in  hi^ 
tory  before  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century  B.  c. 

The  analogies*  olfercd  in  this  paper  are  useful  if  only  for 
proving  that  the  conditions  they  illustrate  are  not  tmpossibk  for 
early  Rome.  By  similar  comparative  study  it  would  be  practi- 
cable to  illustrate  in  detail  the  statements  of  our  sources  as  to 
the  organisation  of  the  pUbs^  as  well  as  of  the  patricians^  in 
tribes  and  curiae,  the  participation  of  the  clients  and  plebeians 
in  war  and  tn  politics  and  the  deterioration  of  the  rights  of  the 
common  freemen  through  the  strengthening  of  the  anslocracy 
-—all  of  which  are  rejected  by  eminent  modern  historians  who 
merely  imagine  them  incompatible  with  primitive  conditions  or 
with  a  rational  theory  of  constitutional  development.  The  in- 
quiry has  been  pursued  far  enough,  however,  to  indicate  that 
from  a  comparative-sociological  point  of  view  the  conception  of 
early  Rome  handed  down  to  us  by  the  ancients,  whatever  may 
have  been  their  ultimate  authority »  \s  sound  and  consistent,  and 
to  suggest  that  for  the  period  before  the  passing  of  the  Hortea- 
sian  law,  which  completed  the  equalization  of  social  ranks,  the 
history  of  the  constitution  and  of  political  struggles  should  be 
so  restated  as  to  make  it  accord  better  with  the  ancient  view. 

George  Willis  Botsford. 

To  the  Ciermans  before  their  settlement  vvithin  the  empire  the  idea  of  an  exclusive 
community  must  have  been  foreign;  for  as  yet  the  individual  was  but  loosely  at- 
tached to  his  tribe.  Persons  of  many  tribes  were  united  in  the  comitatus  of  a  chief; 
the  two  halves  of  a  tribe  often  fought  on  opposite  sides  in  war;  a  tribe  often  chose 
its  chief  from  another  tribe.  Intermarriage  among  the  tribes  was  common,  even  be- 
tween Germans  and  Sarmatians.  A  single  tribe  often  split  into  several  independent 
tribes,  and  conversely  new  tribes  were  formed  of  the  most  diverse  elements;  Seeck, 
Gcschichte  des  Untergangs  der  antiken  Welt,  i,  209,  with  notes;  Kaufmann,  Die  Ger- 
manen  der  Urzeit,  136  et  seq.  Under  these  circumstances  the  primitive  German 
community  cannot  be  described  as  exclusive.  In  like  manner  our  sources  unanim- 
ously testify  to  the  liberality  of  early  Rome  in  granting  the  citizenship  to  strangers, 
it  is  no  longer  possible  to  oppose  to  this  authority  the  objection  that  such  generosity 
does  not  accord  with  primitive  conditions. 
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Russia  and  its  Crisis,     By  PAUL  MiLYOUKOV.     Chicago,  The 
University  of  Chicago  Press.     1905. — xiii,  589  pp. 

The  name  of  Professor  Milyoukov  has  become  quite  familiar  to  Amer- 
ican readers.  He  is  known  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Constitutional 
Democrats.  But  the  Russian  thinks  of  Pavel  Nikolaevitch  Milyoukov 
not  as  a  politician  primarily  but  rather  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
learned  living  Russian  historians.  His  many  monumental  works  on  the 
reforms  of  Peter  the  Great,  the  history  of  Russian  culture,  Russian  his- 
toriography, ^/r.,  place  Professor  Milyoukov  among  the  foremost  his- 
torians of  our  age.  It  is  therefore  no  small  privilege  for  the  English- 
reading  public  to  possess  in  English  a  book  on  Russia  written  by  so 
great  an  authority. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  Russo-Japanese  war  a  number  of  books 
have  been  published  discussing  Russian  affairs  written  by  newspaper 
men  and  by  more  or  less  well-informed  travelers.  These  books  have 
no  scientific  value  whatever,  and  the  English-reading  public  has  had  to 
rely  for  sound  information  about  Russia  on  the  well-known  works  of 
Wallace  and  Leroy-Beaulieu.  Milyoukov 's  book  is  not  particularly 
well  written,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  reviewer  is  ill-proportioned  ;  yet 
it  is  beyond  doubt  the  best,  most  instructive  and  most  authoritative 
work  on  Russia  ever  published  in  English. 

The  **  crisis'*  to  which  the  title  refers  is  not  the  crisis  of  today. 
Parts  of  the  work  went  to  the  printer  as  early  as  1903.  The  book 
therefore  does  not  deal  with  the  present  moment.  Milyoukov,  how- 
ever, discusses  so  thoroughly  the  origin  and  development  of  the  chief 
factors  of  the  present  crisis  that  the  work  is  of  permanent  value  and  at 
the  same  time  most  illuminating  even  so  far  as  the  happenings  of  the 
day  are  concerned. 

The  volume  is  divided  into  eight  chapters.  The  first  contains  a 
comparison  of  Russia  and  the  United  States.  The  other  chapters  tell 
us  about  the  origin  and  fate  of  national  self- consciousness  and  nation- 
alistic theories  in  Russia,  the  religious  tradition,  the  political  tradition 
of  the  government,  liberalism  and  socialism  in  Russia,  and  the  "  Crisis 
and  Urgency  of  the  Reform,"  as  the  last  chapter  is  entitled. 

In  these  few  chapters  all  the  important  elements  of  the  Russian 
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tragedy  are  dealt  with  exhaustively  and  objectively.  Professor  Mil- 
yoiikov  introduces  the  reader  to  the  two  Russias :  that  of  Plehve,  the 
official  Russia,  which  regards  the  country  as  a  conquered  land ;  and 
the  other  Russia  struggling  for  freedom.  To  the  American,  accus- 
tomed to  conceive  of  the  government  only  as  representing  the  will  of 
the  people,  this  Russian  dualism,  the  two  Russias  in  one  territory,  is 
something  difficult  to  comprehend.  How  great  is  the  antagonism  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  people  is  illustrated  by  the  following 
quotation  : 

One  of  the  saddest  results  of  the  abnormal  conditions  of  Russian  political 
life  is  that  public  disasters  are  needed  to  bring  about  periods  of  political  re- 
vival. The  Crimean  defeat  we  have  mentioned  as  the  signal  of  the  era  of 
the  great  reforms  of  Alexander  II.  The  famine  of  1891  started  a  move- 
ment— Stepniak's  foresight  was  clear  and  true — which  has  not  yet  ceased, 
though  it  has  not  found  a  satisfactory  issue.  No  wonder,  then,  that  Rus- 
sian patriots  sometimes  are  brought  so  far  as  to  look  fon^ard  to  some  fresh 
disaster  to  rescue  Russia  from  the  deadlock  in  which  she  now  is.  One  can 
imagine  how  great  the  political  tension  must  be  in  order  that  this  mode  of 
thinking,  which  seems  so  utterly  unpatriotic,  may  serve  as  a  distinctive 
feature  of  the  highest  patriotism  in  Russia.  [A  footnote  informs  us  that 
these  lines  were  written  before  the  Russo-Japanese  war  began.] 

Of  course  it  is  under  very  unusual  and  extreme  circumstances  that 
enlightened  Russian  patriots  have  prayed  for  national  disaster.  But 
under  all  circumstances  an  abyss  divides  the  patriotism  of  the  **  intelli- 
gencia  "  from  the  official  governmental  **  patriotism  "  and  nationalism. 

The  official  nationalism  is  so  important  an  element  in  Russia's  polit- 
ical life  that  a  whole  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  subject,  where  the 
reader  will  find  the  evolution  of  the  Slavophile  doctrine  down  to  the 
Pobedonstseff-Leontyeff-Alexander  III  theory,  program  and  policy. 

Interesting  and  enlightening  to  the  American  reader  will  be  Milj'ou- 
kov's  chapter  on  **  The  Religious  Tradition."  The  author  gives  a  very 
scholarly  and  vivid  picture  of  the  character  and  history  of  the  Russian 
national  church,  of  dissent,  of  the  origin  and  development  of  the  var- 
ious sects.  The  author  is  of  the  opinion  that  Russia  is  on  the  eve  of  a 
religious  reformation. 

The  chapter  devoted  to  the  political  tradition  deals  proportionately 
a  little  too  much  with  ancient  history  and  the  comparative  history  of 
feudalism,  but  it  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  origin  of  Russian  autocracy 
and  sketches  its  development  down  to  the  period  of  the  present  reign- 
ing czar.  This  last  stage  might  be  characterized  as  autocracy  gone 
mad — its  rcductio  ad  absurdum.     Very  instructive  is  the  chapter  on 
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liberalism.  It  gives  us  a  brief  history  of  Russia's  intellectual  develop- 
ment in  the  nineteenth  century.  The  reviewer  can  not  agree  with 
Professor  Milyoukov's  criticism  of  Miliutin's  and  Cherkassky's  influence 
on  the  abolition  of  serfdom.  There  is  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  the 
course  of  the  government  in  paying  little  attention  to  the  reactionary 
drafts  of  the  emancipation  law  as  worked  out  by  the  provincial  landlord 
committees  (pp.  266-267).  This,  however,  is  an  unimportant  detail. 
The  history  of  Russian  liberalism  is  followed  by  a  remarkable  chapter 
entided  **The  Socialistic  Idea,"  which  contains  answers  to  many  ques- 
tions in  which  the  American  reader  is  interested.  This  chapter  would 
settle  many  curious  current  notions  about  the  **  Mir,"  **  nihilism,"  and 
different  types  of  Russian  revolutionary  socialism.  In  the  last  two 
chapters  the  reader  will  find  a  sketch  of  the  inner  political  situation  up 
to  Red  Sunday. 

Since  the  memorable  slaughter  of  the  peaceful  workingmen  who 
went  to  their  Czar  with  a  petition,  much  has  changed  in  Russia. 
Liberties  have  been  granted  and  withdrawn,  massacres  openly  organ- 
ized with  the  knowledge  and  help  of  the  government,  whole  country 
districts  devastated  and  covered  with  ashes  by  punitive  expeditions,  a 
Duma  convoked  and  dispersed  and  political  self- consciousness  propa- 
gated and  carried  to  the  home  of  the  poorest  toilers  in  country  and 
town.  The  printing  press  has  not  been  able  to  keep  pace  with  the 
rapid  tempo  of  events  and  the  spread  and  development  of  political 
parties,  tenets  and  ideas  throughout  Russia.  Professor  Milyoukov 
gives  naturally  no  information  about  the  eventful  year  that  has  passed 
since  the  publication  of  the  book.  But  the  events  of  the  day  will  be 
more  intelligible  to  those  who  have  read  this  admirable  book. 

Vladimir  G.  Simkhovitch. 
Columbia  University. 

A    History   of  Egypt,     By  JAMES   HENRY   BREASTED.     New 
York,  Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  1905. — xxix,  634  pp. 

For  the  first  time  we  have  in  one  volume  a  history  of  Egypt  worthy 
of  the  name ;  a  history  based  on  the  latest  results  of  archaeological  re- 
search, written  by  a  man  whose  knowledge  is  wide  and  accurate,  whose 
conceptions  of  human  society  are  a  product  of  comparative  study  and 
the  scientific  spirit  and  who  has,  withal,  the  literary  gift.  It  is  a  vol- 
ume to  which  the  student  can  turn  for  information  and  which  the  aver- 
age intelligent  man  can  read  for  pleasure,  as  he  can  read  his  Gibbon  or 
his  Parkman. 
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The  amazing  growth  within  the  last  twenty- five  years  of  our  knowl- 
edge of  the  earliest  civilizations  is  vividly  brought  home  to  one  who 
turns  Professor  Breasted  *s  pages  and  compares  them  with  any  important 
work  which,  no  longer  than  a  decade  or  so  ago,  was  accepted  as  ••  ad- 
vanced "  within  its  class.  There  is  no  better  proof  that  our  acquaint- 
ance with  any  ancient  people  has  emerged  from  a  speculative  stage  and 
taken  on  the  quality  of  reality  than  we  have  when  a  certain  sense  of 
queemess  disappears  from  the  subject-matter.  So  long  as  Eg3rptian 
civilization  awakened  in  the  historical  student  a  feeling  of  something 
apart  and  strange,  we  knew  that  we  were  not  yet  in  close  touch  with  the 
vital  facts.  As  depicted  in  Professor  Breasted *s  pages,  Eg)rptian  life 
has  ceased  to  be  queer.  It  is  like  the  human  life  that  we  know. 
Social  conditions,  industry  and  politics  present  familiar  aspects.  The 
history  of  the  people  of  the  Nile  valley  unfolds  in  a  systematic  evolu- 
tion like  the  history  of  the  people  of  the  valley  of  the  Seine  or  of  the 
Thames.  If  we  did  not  happen  to  know  that  it  is  the  history  of  a  time 
long  ago,  we  could  easily  imagine  that  we  were  reading  of  scenes  and 
events  in  any  generation  before  the  invention  of  the  steam  engine. 

Professor  Breasted's  survey  is  comprehensive.  The  introduction, 
book  i,  includes  a  careful  study  of  the  land,  of  the  sources  of  our  knowl- 
edge of  its  population  and  history  and  of  that  earliest  Egypt  of  the  pre- 
historic period  which  is  of  deep  interest  to  the  anthropologist.  In 
book  ii  we  have  a  remarkably  complete  picture  of  the  Old  Kingdom ,  in 
which  civilization  was  born,  of  its  religion,  its  early  industry  and  art, 
the  early  social  order  and  the  political  system. 

That  early  kingdom  of  the  north  declined,  and  with  the  rise  of 
Thebes  and  the  Middle  Kingdom  a  feudal  age  was  ushered'  in.  As  the 
Old  Kingdom  was  essentially  like  primitive  kingdoms  everywhere,  in 
Europe  and  in  Asia  as  in  Africa,  so  was  the  feudal  age  in  Egypt  essen- 
tially like  the  feudal  age  in  Europe  and  like  the  feudal  age  that  has  but 
recently  passed  away  in  Japan.  This  intensely  interesting  subject  is 
the  chief  theme  of  Professor  Breasted's  third  book. 

In  book  iv  we  follow  the  Hyksos  invasion,  the  subsequent  recovery 
of  Thebes  and  the  expulsion  of  the  Hyksos  and  the  rise  of  the  Empire. 
Admirable  is  the  treatment  of  the  transformation  of  society  and  religion 
by  the  imperial  evolution,  with  its  policy  of  militarism  and  its  central- 
ized administration.  The  student  of  sociology  would  not  waste  his  time 
who  should  read,  in  connection  with  his  perusal  of  books  v  and  vi,  Mr. 
Spencer's  exposition  of  the  evolution  of  political  institutions,  especially 
his  chapters  on  political  integration  and  "The  Militant  Type  of 
Society."  The  real  history  of  Egypt,  as  we  now  know  it,  is  an  exceed- 
ingly specific  verification  of  Mr.  Spencer's  broad  generalizations. 
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In  book  vii  we  enter  upon  the  period  of  decadence,  the  fall  of  the 
empire  and  the  supremacy,  first,  of  the  Libyans,  then  of  the  Ethiopians, 
and,  finally,  of  Assyria.  Book  viii,  on  **  The  Restoration  and  the  End," 
traces  the  history  through  the  final  struggle  down  to  the  creation  in  the 
East  of  the  great  empire  of  Persia. 

The  student  will  look  in  vain  for  any  other  one  work  so  well  adapted 
as  this  volume  is  to  give  him  his  first  broad  ideas  and  impressions  of  the 
beginnings  of  civilization  and  of  the  great  general  tendencies  of  social 
evolution  which  have  been  exemplified  in  the  development  of  all  peo- 
ples, ancient  and  modem.  For  such  purposes  this  is  a  foundation 
book.  It  presents  a  remarkably  complete  picture  of  the  social  evolu- 
tion of  one  great  people,  in  some  respects  the  greatest  people  of  his- 
tory, from  the  moment  of  its  emergence  from  the  tribal  life  of  barbar- 
ism, through  every  stage  of  its  religious,  economic  and  political 
development,  until  its  final  disintegration.  Acquainted  with  this  his- 
tory, the  student  has  a  basis  for  comparative  study.  He  is  equipped 
with  facts  and  with  concepts  of  forms  and  tendencies  which  he  can 
carry  with  him  into  any  field  of  historical  research  and  into  the  broad 
realm  of  sociological  generalization. 

Franklin  H.  Giddings. 


The  Political  History  of  England,  In  twelve  volumes,  edited 
by  Hunt  and  Poole.  Volume  II,  1066-12 16.  By  George  Bur- 
ton Adams.  New  York.  Lx)ngmans,  Green  &  Company,  1905. — 
X,  473  pp. 

Messrs.  Hunt  and  Poole  have  undertaken  the  editorship  of  a  new 
political  history  of  England,  summing  up  the  results  of  recent  scholar- 
ship so  far  as  they  bear  upon  the  narration  of  political  events.  Though 
they  state  in  their  preface  that  **  notices  of  religious  matters  and  of  in- 
tellectual, social  and  economic  progress  will  also  find  place  in  these  vol- 
umes," chronological  and  political  concepts  dominate  the  selection, 
arrangement  and  presentation  of  the  facts.  In  short,  this  work  does 
not  depart  essentially  from  the  devices  of  the  older  historians  such  as 
Lingard.  The  fertile  and  suggestive  methods  of  economics  and  sociol- 
ogy have  made  practically  no  impression  on  the  designs  of  the  editors. 
Although  this  may  be  a  matter  for  regret,  their  enterprise  must  be 
judged  according  to  the  schemes  of  the  projectors. 

The  second  volume  of  the  series,  covering  the  period  from  the 
Norman  Conquest  to  the  death  of  King  John,  by  Professor  George  Bur- 
ton Adams,  is  a  discriminating,  accurate  and  for  the  most  part  rigidly 
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objactlire  pleee  tif  wc^rk..  With  a  sound  sense  of  values,  ifie  author  has 
weighed  and  marskiUcd  the  conclusioDs  of  many  schoiars  in  iiis  field  \ 
he  but  shown  the  mature  judgment  of  an  independent  worker  in  the 
coni^tatioil  dL  hit  maleriak ;  and^  despite  hampering  and  arti5ck1 
chitmologieal  limitatioiis,  baa  presented  the  whole  in  a  c\mx  and  meas- 
ured fashion.  Hti  chai^icterir^liofis  of  men  and  descriptions  of  events 
are  tempered  by  a  steady  and  persistent  reference  to  facts  which  gives  a 
uniform  sobriety  to  his  style »  but  inspires  confidence  in  his  conclusions. 

The  fntereat  of  the  author,  however,  !§  by  no  means  wholly  confined 
to  political  affaint,  for  woven  into  the  chronological  narrative  there  are 
sections  covering  praciically  every  imiiortant  institutional  question  of 
the  period.  Anglo- Norman  feudalism ,  the  slate*chttTch  contrcn-ersks^ 
theadministratjveand  constitutionalmea^iureiiof  Henry  I  and  Henry  11 
and  the  mxi^  involved  in  the  quArrel  between  John  and  the  barons  aie 
all  discuicsed  with  the  fullness  which  the  compass  and  nature  of  the 
volume  admit,  Uufortunatcly,  the  brevity  of  the  treatmeut  of  certain 
topics  such  as  the  scutagc  has  prevented  the  adequate  exposition  which 
their  technical  difficulties  require,  llie  book  as  a  whole,  however,  is 
admirably  proportioned  and  the  studious  distribution  of  emphasis  shows 
UkU  brevity  kli  not  meant  haste*  On  institutional  as  on  other  topics, 
the  purpose  of  the  writer  to  gi^'e  the  mature  results  of  recent  scholar- 
ship is  consistently  mamtaincd.  Where  the  decided  opinions  of  recent 
controversialists  are  admitted  as  evidence,  they  are  for  the  most  part 
accepted  with  that  reserve  and  caution  of  which  Dr.  Stubbs  was  un- 
doubted master.  There  is  no  attempt  at  definiteness  and  finality  where 
evidences  do  not  warrant.  In  other  words,  it  was  Professor  Adams's 
function  in  the  preparation  of  this  volume  not  to  break  new  paths  but 
to  reflect  the  traditional,  conservative  and  scholarly  views  on  the  period 
as  they  now  stand,  and  he  has  successfully  accomplished  his  task. 

Notwithstanding  this  fact,  there  seem  to  be  several  points  in  Pro- 
fessor Adams's  conclusions  which  are  open  to  question.  We  are  told 
(\).  18)  that  **  political  feudalism"  had  never  grown  up  in  the  Saxon 
world,  and  that  we  can  hardly  affirm  with  any  confidence  that  it  was  in 
process  of  formation  in  England  before  the  Conquest.  This  "political 
feudalism  "  is  characterized  *' as  that  form  of  organization  in  which  the 
duties  of  the  citizen  to  the  state  had  been  changed  into  a  species  of 
land  rent."  This  seems  to  assume  that  there  were  "state"  and  "civic 
duties"  in  some  modern  sense  even  before  the  Conqueror's  day.  Now 
if  we  leave  aside  all  modern  theory  and  terminology  and  fix  our  atten- 
tion on  the  concrete  relationships  and  practices  which  made  up  Anglo- 
Saxon  "  institutions "  and  then  compare  them  with  the  relationships 
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and  practices  which  were  the  component  parts  of  Anglo-Norman  feudal- 
ism, it  is  hard  to  discover  any  fundamental  differences  in  kind.  More- 
over, Professor  Adams  appears  to  overlook  the  fact  that  our  scanty 
materials  on  Anglo-Saxon  feudalism  will  not  permit  anything  like  a 
definite  picture  of  that  system  in  either  its  economic  or  its  political 
aspects  (if  such  sharp  distinction  be  allowable).  On  the  whole  it 
would  be  best  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  the  use  of  the  terms  of  modem 
law  and  political  science  in  the  discussion  of  feudal  institutions  and  to 
confine  ourselves  to  a  description  of  concrete  practices ;  we  shall  then 
be  nearer  to  reality. 

Professor  Adams  implies  (p.  40)  that  the  bishops  had  no  independ- 
ent jurisdiction  over  secular  persons  prior  to  the  Conquest.  This  rests 
on  the  assent  which  absence  of  authority  gives  and  overlooks  some 
slight  evidence  to  the  contrary  (Stubbs,  vol.  i,  p.  254  and  Bohmer,  p. 
40).  His  interpretation  of  William's  decree  separating  spiritual  and 
temporal  jurisdiction  apparently  does  not  go  beyond  the  conclusions  of 
Dr.  Stubbs  and  consequently  leaves  much  that  is  indefinite.  The  trans- 
lation of  the  term  "  hundret "  as  hundred  court  leaves  untouched  cer- 
tain aspects  of  the  problem  itself.  According  to  II  Canute  18,  the 
bishop  exercised  in  the  shire  court  the  same  authority  as  III  Edgar  5 
gives  him  in  the  hundred  court.  If  William's  ordinance  cut  away 
only  the  jurisdiction  in  the  hundred  court,  what  became  of  the  county 
court  jurisdiction?  Does  not  the  following  clause,  from  the  decree, 
"  nee  causam  quae  ad  regimen  animarum  pertinet  ad  judicium  secularium 
hominum  adducant,"  imply  the  extension  of  the  separation  to  the  county 
as  well  as  the  hundred  court?  Moreover  the  word  **  hundret"  may 
mean  "court"  in  general.  This  is  not  put  fon^'ard  as  a  solution  but 
rather  as  a  suggestion  on  some  unsolved  problems  connected  with  the 
decree.  * 

Our  author  believes  that  the  men  of  the  vill  probably  attended  the 
Anglo-Saxon  county  court  (p.  67)  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  only 
evidence  for  it  is  from  a  twelfth  century  source  of  questionable  value 
which  does  not  even  regard  it  as  the  normal  but  as  the  exceptional 
practice  {Leges  Henrici  Primiy  vii,  7). 

Had  Vinogradoff's  Growth  of  the  Manor  come  to  hand  before  he 
sent  his  volimie  to  press,  Professor  Adams  would  doubtless  have  modi- 
fied his  rather  strict  limitation  of  the  Doomsday  survey  to  the  single 

'  Since  this  review  was  in  type  the  late  Dr.  Stubl)s*s  lectures  on  Early  English  His- 
tory has  appeared,  and  on  p.  89  it  is  held  that  the  writ  applied  to  both  hundred  and 
county  courts. 
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definite  purpose  of  taxation.  The  distinguished  Russian  author  points 
out  that  there  was  another  very  important  design  in  the  preparation  of 
the  Survey — ^that  of  providing  the  king's  officers  with  exact  clues  to  the 
personal  nexus  of  the  different  tenements.  The  usual  severe  judgment 
is  rendered  on  William  Rufus  (p.  80).  This  rests  on  the  accounts 
which  were  written  for  the  most  part  by  his  enemies,  who  opposed  that 
absolute  power  which  Professor  Adams  (p.  56)  admits  was  the  explana> 
tion  of  English  liberty.  Perhaps  William  Rufus  may  yet  be  rehabili- 
tated. The  election  story  about  King  John  (p.  394)  does  not  seem 
worth  very  serious  consideration  in  view  of  the  practice,  not  only  in  the 
case  of  John  himself,  but  of  all  other  English  kings.  Moreover  we  must 
keep  the  modem  content  of  the  words  **  elect  "  and  **  choose  "  out  of 
our  translations.  According  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  chronicler  (An.  1017) 
**  Canute  was  chosen  king !" 

Some  exceptions  may  also  be  taken  to  Professor  Adams's  treatment 
of  Magna  Carta.  He  righdy  declares  that  the  document  is  feudal  from 
beginning  to  end,  but  contends  that  some  of  the  provisions  of  our  civil 
liberty  are  present  almost  in  their  modern  form.  He  enumerates  these 
provisions  :  "  That  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use 
without  just  compensation,  that  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  shall 
not  be  inflicted  nor  excessive  fines  imposed  and  that  justice  shall  be 
fair  and  free  to  all."  Now  if  we  carefully  analyze  out  the  concrete 
modern  practices  covered  by  these  general  principles  and  also  study 
the  history  of  these  concrete  practices  in  England  since  Magna  Carta 
we  shall  doubtless  find  that  neither  in  content  nor  in  effect  did  they 
have  the  modern  meaning.  For  example  the  Charter  did  not  extend 
fair  and  free  justice,  such  as  it  was,  to  "all"  or  even  half  of  the  nation. 
The  villeins  who  composed  probably  three- fourths  of  the  nation  were 
excluded  from  the  benefits  of  these  principles  because  their  "  justice  " 
was  meted  out  for  the  most  part  in  courts  not  affected  by  the  Great 
Charter.  Furthermore  the  Charter  did  not  extend  to  the  villeins  com- 
pensation for  their  horses  and  carts  taken  for  transport  duties  (Clause 
30).  Though  the  views  of  Mr.  Jenks  and  Mr.  McKechnie  came  too 
late  for  his  use,  Professor  Adams's  usual  caution  should  have  led  him 
to  qualify  his  terms  more  rigidly,  especially  in  view  of  the  fcu:t  that  he 
is  writing  for  laymen  in  law  and  history. 

Finally  it  seems  to  the  present  reviewer  that  Professor  Adams  has 
given  far  too  much  importance  to  Clause  61  of  the  Great  Charter, 
which  appears  to  him  to  recognize  something  like  a  legal  insurrection 
to  maintain  rights  as  "  the  true  corner-stone  of  the  English  constitu- 
tion."    This  clause  was  not  repeated  in  the  confirmation  of  the  charter 
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in  12 16,  and  surely  it  cannot  be  held  that  insurrection  even  to  make 
the  king  observe  the  law  was  ever  a  part  of  the  legal  doctrines  or  prac- 
tices of  England.  This  savors  of  the  old  Whig  theory  of  an  original 
contract  and  an  original  law  which  the  people  could  legally  force  the 
king  to  observe.  This  is  unhistorical  because  it  ignores  the  actual 
course  in  the  development  of  the  law  and,  above  all,  the  facts  that  the 
law  is  in  final  analysis  the  embodiment  of  concrete  interests,  that  con- 
crete interests  arise  with  the  changing  forms  of  economic  and  social 
life  and  that  however  they  may  be  clothed  in  the  garb  of  "  precedent " 
or  of  "constitutional"  or  "natural"  law,  their  assertion  constitutes 
innovation  and  revolution  in  so  far  as  it  wrests  from  the  sovereign  or 
predominant  class  a  portion  of  their  privileges  or  prerogatives.  The 
"  right "  of  the  English  people  to  coerce  their  sovereign  is  in  reality 
nothing  more  than  the  "  right "  which  all  people  have  to  assert  and 
realize  their  interest — that  is  the  "  right "  of  desire,  determination  and 
might.  This,  however,  is  theory,  and  does  not  in  any  way  invalidate 
Professor  Adams's  service  to  students  of  English  history. 

Charles  A.  Beard. 

Civil  War  and  Reconstruction  in  Alabama,  By  Walter  L. 
Fleming,  Ph.  D.  New  York,  The  Columbia  University  Press,  1905. 
805  pp. 

Ever  since  the  disgraceful  do^Tifall  of  the  policy  of  Reconstruction, 
its  authors  and  supporters  have  manifested  a  feverish  anxiety  to  cover 
over  the  whole  period  in  question  with  an  act  of  oblivion,  admonishing 
the  coming  historian,  with  finger  on  lip,  somewhat  in  this  wise  :  **  Our 
country,  right  or  wrong,  you  know.  Her  errors,  pass  over  in  silence. 
Her  paroxysyms  of  madness  or  folly,  tell  not  to  posterity.  Why  ^-ash 
the  dirty  linen  of  the  nation  in  public?  The  horrors  are  over  and  gone. 
Why  disinter  the  dead  past  to  offend  the  nostrils  of  the  living?  ** 

Not  so,  we  protest.  The  men  who  forced  unqualified  negro  suffrage 
and  white  disfranchisement  on  the  subjugated  states  of  the  South  ought 
not  to  escape  the  condemnation  of  history  by  smothering  their  shame 
in  apologies  and  endeavoring  to  hide  the  consequences  of  their  mis- 
deeds by  appeals  to  the  love  of  country.  And  the  great  merit  of  the 
book  before  us  is  that  it  renders  all  such  efforts  forever  vain.  With 
impartial  but  unsparing  hand  the  author  lays  bare  the  transcendent  in- 
iquity perpetrated  on  one  of  these  states  by  the  two-thirds  majority  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  under  the  forms  of  law.  And  he 
does  his  work  in  such  fashion — every  questionable  statement  backed  by 
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a  wealth  of  authority  placing  it  beyond  dispute — ^that  it  cannot  be  hid- 
den and  will  be  read. 

A  government  was  forced  upon  the  state  of  Alabama  under  which 
every  adult  male  negro — just  emancipated  and  but  half  civilized — ^was 
given  the  right  to  vote  and  every  white  man  who  would  not  swear  to  ac- 
cept not  only  the  civil  but  the  political  equality  of  the  negro  was  dis- 
franchised ;  and  this  book  shows  how  it  was  done.  In  the  first  place, 
the  military  ruler  for  the  time  being  divided  the  state  into  forty- four 
election  districts  and  appointed  for  every  one  a  board  of  registration, 
consisting  of  two  whites  and  one  negro,  of  the  following  description  : 

Since  each  had  to  take  the  • '  iron-clad '  *  test  oath,  practically  all  native 
whites  were  excluded,  those  who  were  on  the  lists  being  men  of  doubtful 
character  and  no  ability.  There  were  numbers  of  Northerners.  For  most 
of  the  districts  the  white  registrars  had  to  be  imported.  It  is  not  saying 
much  for  the  negro  members  that  they  were  much  the  more  respectable 
part  of  the  board  ...  [p.  488] . 

The  registrars  were  paid  so  much  per  head  and  mileage  *  *  to  hunt  up 
voters  * '  and  persuade  them  to  register.  They  were  empowered  to  re- 
vise the  lists  and  add  to  or  strike  off  such  names  as  they  thought  proper 
(pp.  489,  491).  The  first  registration  showed:  whites,  61,295; 
blacks,  104,518  ;  total,  165,813  ;  black  majority,  43,223.  Normally, 
according  to  the  census  of  1866,  there  were  108,622  whites  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  89,663  blacks — a  white  majority  of  18,959. 
Consequently,  over  47,000  whites. were  disfranchised  or  failed  to  regis- 
ter and  there  was  an  over- registration  of  blacks  of  more  than  14,000 
(p.  491 ,  note).  The  election  for  delegates  to  a  convention  to  frame  a 
constitution  lasted  four  days — October  1-4 — **  the  first  time  the  late 
slaves  were  to  vote,  while  many  of  their  former  masters  could  not.** 
And  the  author  delineates  the  process.  Orders  were  sent  to  the  plan- 
tation negroes  to  go  and  vote  ;  **  if  they  did  not  they  would  be  reen- 
slaved  and  their  wives  made  to  work  on  the  roads  and  quit  wearing  hoop 
skirts.**  Threats  of  punishment  were  sent  out  from  headquarters  if 
they  did  not  obey.  **  The  negroes  came  into  the  city  by  thousands  in 
regularly  organized  bodies,  under  arms  and  led  by  the  League  poli- 
ticians, and  camped  about  the  city  waiting  for  the  time  to  vote.  . . .  They 
did  not  know,  most  of  them,  what  voting  was."     At  another  place. 

The  negroes  were  driven  to  town  and  camped  the  day  before  the  election 
began.  There  was  firing  of  guns  all  night.  Early  the  next  morning  the 
local  leaders  formed  the  negroes  into  companies  and  regiments  and  marched 
them  around  with  shot  guns,  muskets,  pistols  and  knives  to  the  court  house. 
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Three  thousand  of  all  ages  from  fifteen  to  eighty.  No  whites  were  al- 
lowed to  approach.  When  drawn  up  in  line,  each  man  was  given  a 
ticket  .   .  .  and  no  negro  was  allowed  to  break  ranks, 

until  the  ticket  was  voted.  In  another  county,  **  the  Loyal  League 
officers  lined  up  the  negroes  early  in  the  morning  and  saw  that  each 
man  was  supplied  with  the  proper  ticket.  Then  the  command  '.For- 
ward ,  march ! '  was  given ,  the  line  filed  past  the  polling  place ,  and 
each  negro  deposited  his  ballot.  *  *  Twice  more  during  the  day  *  *  a 
bugle  blew  to  repeat  the  operation '  *  and  the  negroes  present  voted 
again.  **  Anyone  voted  who  pleased  and  as  often  as  he  pleased** 
(pp.  514,515).  **The  registration  lists  were  not  referred  to  except 
when  a  white  man  offered  to  vote.**  **  One  negro  at  Selma  held  up  a 
blue  [Conservative]  ticket  and  cried  out  *  No  land !  no  mules !  no 
votes !  Slavery  again  !  *  Then  holding  up  a  red  [Radical]  ticket  he 
shouted  :  *  Forty  acres  of  knd  !  a  mule  !  freedom  !  votes  !  equal  of 
white  man  !***(p.5i5).  **  Another  darkey  was  told  to  put  the  ballot 
in  the  box.  *  Is  dat  votin?  *  *  Yes.*  *  Nuttin  more,  master?  '  *  No.' 
*  I  thought  votin  was  gittin  sumfin.*  He  went  home  in  disgust**  (p. 
516).  For  the  convention  and  for  delegates  90,283  votes  were  cast — 
whites  18,533,  blacks  71 ,730.  Against  the  convention  but  5,583  were 
cast,  all  white.  37,159  registered  whites  failed  to  vote,  and  (what  is 
much  more  astonishing,  considering  the  efforts  of  the  Loyal  League) 
32,788  registered  blacks  (p.  491).  Out  of  the  one  hundred  delegates 
elected,  but  two  were  Conser\'ative,  so-called  (p.  516).  The  ninety- 
eight  Radicals  **  were  a  motley  crew,  white,  yellow  and  black.  The 
Freedmen*s  Bureau  furnished  eighteen  or  more.  There  were  eighteen 
blacks.*'  Thirteen  registrars  had  certified  to  their  own  election.  **  No 
pretence  of  residence  was  made  by  the  Northern  men  in  the  counties 
from  which  they  were  elected ;  **  several  had  never  seen  them, 

a  slate  being  made  up  in  Mont^^omery  and  sent  to  remote  districts  to  be 
voted  for.  Of  these  Northern  men  or  foreij^ners,  there  were  thirty-seven  or 
thirty-eight  .  .  .  The  native  whites  were  for  the  most  part  utterly  unknown 
...  Of  the  negro  members  two  could  write  well  and  were  fairly  well  edu- 
cated, half  could  not  write  a  word,  and  the  others  had  been  taught  to  sign 
their  names  and  that  was  all  (pp.  517-518). 

This  **  Black  Crook"  convention,  as  it  was  called  in  derision  (p. 
491),  managed  in  a  month  to  frame  a  constitution  which  w^as  ordered 
to  be  submitted  to  the  voters  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  February,  1868 
(p.  492).  Since  the  act  of  Congress  required  for  a  valid  ratification 
that  at  least  one- half  of  the  registered  electors  must  have  voted  one  way 
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or  the  other  at  the  election,  when  the  revision  of  the  lists  was  made  by 
the  registrars,  the  whites  resolved  to  swell  the  registration  to  the  limit, 
so  that  they  might  defeat  the  constitution  by  staying  away  from  the 
polls.  Accordingly,  there  was  an  increase  in  their  number  of  about 
14,000,  while  the  number  of  the  blacks,  by  the  striking  off  of  names 
for  which  no  radical  had  the  ^e  to  stand  sponsor,  was  decreased  about 
9000 — the  total  revised  registration  being  about  170,000  (pp.  538-9). 
These  disclosures  spread  alarm  among  the  partisans  of  the  constitution 
and  they  employed  the  most  desperate  means  to  bring  out,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  the  entire  registered  negro  vote,  amounting  now  to  but  ten 
thousand  more  than  the  requisite  one-half  of  the  total  registration.  In 
the  first  place,  they  extended  the  period  of  the  election  from  two  to 
four  days  ;  and,  a  storm  coming  on  the  first  day,  instructions  were  sent 
out  to  keep  the  polls  open  until  the  close  of  February  8  and  to  receive 
the  vote  of  any  person  who  had  registered  anywhere  in  the  state.  In- 
different black  men  were  driven  to  the  polls. 

Many  negroes  voted  rolls  of  tickets  .  .  .  They  voted  one  day  in  one 
precinct  and  the  next  day  in  another,  or  several  times  in  the  same  place 
.  .  .  Hundreds  of  negro  boys  voted  .  .  .  The  sick  at  their  homes  sent  their 
proxies  by  their  friends  and  relatives.  In  one  case,  Radicals  voted  negroes 
under  the  names  of  white  men  who  were  staying  away  [p.  540] . 

Notwithstanding  these  outrages,  the  constitution  fciiled  of  ratification. 
But  little  over  71,000  votes  were  cast  altogether — all  but  about  1000 
for  ratification — 13,000  short  of  one- half  the  total  registration.  Only 
about  6000  whites  voted  at  all.  And,  what  was  ominous  of  the  future, 
the  black  vote  was  at  least  1 5 ,000  behind  the  registration ;  a  fcilling  off 
caused,  as  our  author  states,  by  **  the  chilling  of  the  negro's  fciith  in  his 
political  leaders  because  of  their  broken  promises  about  farms,  etc,;'' 
by  the  disgust  of  the  better  class  with  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags  and 
by  the  persuasions  of  their  old  masters  (pp.  541-2). 

This  humiliating  result  was  in  due  course  reported  to  the  Congress  by 
General  Meade,  the  military  commander  of  the  district.  **  I  am  satis- 
fied," he  said,  **  the  constitution  was  lost  on  its  merits ;"  **  was  fairly 
rejected  by  the  people."  **The  election  had  been  quiet,"  he  further 
said,  **no  disorder  of  any  kind"  (p.  543).  The  radical  leaders  in 
both  Houses  were  greatly  chagrined ;  but,  at  first,  they  recoiled  from 
flying  in  the  face  of  their  own  act.  Even  **  Old  Thad."  acknowledged 
**  that  to  admit  the  state  against  her  own  law  .  .  .  would  not  be  doing 
justice  in  legislation."  Nevertheless,  he  subsequently  reported  a  bill 
for  the  admission  of  the  state  with  five  others,  which  was  passed  by  the 
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House.  Trumbull  reported  it  to  the  Senate  with  Alabama  stricken  out. 
Wilson  moved  to  reinsert  the  state  on  the  ground  that  **  she  was  the 
strongest  of  all  the  states  for  the  policy  of  Congress  and  it  would  be  un- 
just to  leave  her  out."  Sherman  said  :  **  It  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  admit  Alabama  in  order  to  settle  the  Fourteenth  Amendment  before 
the  presidential  election.*'  The  state  was  reinserted.  The  bill  was 
passed.  Africanized  Alabama  was  dragged  into  the  Union  against  the 
consent  of  a  majority  even  of  her  packed  electorate  ;  to  say  nothing  of 
the  unanimous  protest  of  the  intelligent  and  property- holding  classes  of 
her  citizens. 

To  plead  high  patriotic  motives  on  behalf  of  the  doers  of  this  foul 
deed  is  idle.  The  debauchery  of  the  elective  franchise,  the  degrada- 
tion of  representative  government,  the  defilement  of  one  of  the  states 
of  the  Union  were  as  nothing  to  them,  provided  the  outcome  of  the 
process  was  the  intrenchment  of  their  party  more  firmly  in  power. 

David  Miller  DeWitt. 

Kingston.  N.  Y. 

The  Domestic  Slave  Trade  of  the  Southern  States,  By  Win- 
field  H.  CoLUNS.  New  York,  Broadway  Publishing  Co.,  1904. — 
154  pp. 

In  seven  short  chapters  the  author  of  the  monograph  under  review  dis- 
cusses the  following  topics  :  the  foreign  slave  trade  of  America ;  the  de- 
velopment and  extent  of  the  domestic  slave  trade ;  the  kidnapping  of 
free  negroes ;  the  breeding  of  negroes  for  sale,  and  the  state  laws  relating 
to  the  domestic  slave  trade.  The  book  is  based  mainly  upon  the  accounts 
of  anti-slavery  travelers  and  the  material  collected  by  the  Liberator 
relating  to  the  slave  trade.  The  value  of  much  of  this  material  is 
extremely  doubtful,  but  Mr.  Collins  seems  to  have  been  aware  of  this, 
and  his  judgment  has  saved  him  from  the  absurdities  usually  committed 
by  those  who  endeavor  to  write  from  such  sources.  Sometimes  the 
statistics  given  are  conflicting,  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  explain  the 
variations.  The  census  statistics,  however,  are  used  to  good  effect. 
There  are  numerous  typographical  errors,  and  often  names  of  authors 
and  books  are  given  incorrectly. 

The  causes  of  the  development  of  the  domestic  slave  trade  are  clearly 
set  forth.  These  were  the  abolition  of  the  foreign  slave  trade,  expan- 
sion to  the  West,  the  growth  of  the  cotton  industry  and  the  industrial 
decay  of  the  border  slave  states.  Before  1820  the  trade  was  of  slight 
extent.     Between  1820  and  1830  the  selling  states  were  Virginia,  Mary- 
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land,  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 
During  the  next  ten  years  South  Carolina  and  Missouri  were  added  to 
the  list  of  selling  states.  Slavery  was  thus  pursuing  its  natural  and 
inevitable  course  toward  extinction  in  the  bolder  states.  It  is  a  ^ict 
worth  noting  that  nearly  all  the  slave  states  before  the  thirties  and  for- 
ties had  stringent  laws  against  the  importation  of  slaves  for  sale.  These 
laws  were  repealed  by  the  buying  states  as  the  cotton  plant  spread  over 
the  South  and  abolition  agitation  over  the  North,  but  several  of  the 
slave  states  had  prohibitive  laws  until  the  last. 

The  discussion  of  the  extent  of  the  slave  trade  is  of  particular  inter- 
est. After  a  study  of  the  census  statistics  the  author  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that  between  1820  and  i860,  735,000  slaves  were  carried  to 
the  lower  South  from  the  border  states,  and  of  these  296,000  were  sold, 
the  remainder  being  carried  by  immigrating  owners.  The  decade 
1 820-1 840  was  the  period  of  greatest  trade,  the  sales  averaging  10,600 
per  year.  A  noticeable  fact  is  the  great  difference  between  the  price 
of  slaves  in  the  border  states  and  in  the  lower  South.  Any  slave  trader 
could  soon  make  a  fortune. 

Mr.  Collins  disposes  of  the  tradition  about  the  breeding  of  slaves  in 
the  border  states  for  sale  to  the  South.  In  the  first  place  it  would  not 
pay — a  good  five-year- old  horse  was  worth  as  much  as  an  eighteen- 
year-old  negro  and  cost  less  per  year  to  keep  up.  Secondly,  had  the 
selling  states  been^  breeding  for  sale,  the  census  should  show  a  larger 
proportion  of  children  to  adults  in  these  states  (since  the  slaves  sold 
were  usually  adults)  than  in  the  buying  states.  The  census  shows  the 
reverse  is  true.  The  fact  is  only  a  part  of  the  surplus  increase  was  sold 
South.  The  planter  in  the  border  states  had  more  slaves  than  he  knew 
what  to  do  with — he  was  often  eaten  out  of  house  and  home  by  them. 
There  was  no  profitable  work  for  them  to  do.  John  Randolph  pre- 
dicted that  the  time  would  come  when  the  "  masters  would  run  away 
from  the  slaves  and  be  advertised  by  them  in  the  public  papers." 
Several  important  points,  in  this  connection,  are  left  undeveloped  ;  but 
on  the  whole,  the  discussion  of  the  economic  and  social  hindrances  to 
the  breeding  of  slaves  for  the  market  is  quite  satisfactory. 

Walter  L.  Fleming. 
\Vkj>t  Virginia  UNivERSJ-n'. 
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The  Foundations  of  Sociology,     By  EDWARD  Alsworth  Ross. 
New  York,  the  Macmillan  Company,  1905. — ^xiv,  395  pp. 

In  this  volume  the  author  of  Social  Control  has  made  a  thorough 
and  searching  inspection  of  the  fundamental  masonry  of  sociology  up 
to  date.  He  finds  that  the  foundations  have  been  laid  not  in  the  shift- 
ing sand  but  in  scientific  rock.  The  chapters  have  a  varying  value, 
but  on  the  whole  are  fine  pieces  of  analysis  and  criticism.  There  is  a 
strength  and  breeziness  and  homeliness  of  style  which  suggest  the  great 
Western  environment  of  our  country.  There  is  a  simplicity  of  expres- 
sion and  clearness  of  statement  of  which  sociology  has  frequently  stood 
sorely  in  need.  The  book  is  a  series  of  essays.  They  are  by  no  means 
unrelated,  but  it  is  of  course  difficult  to  make  of  them  a  scientific  unity. 
Nevertheless  it  would  have  been  easy  to  have  placed  chapter  four,  upon 
the  unit  of  investigation,  and  chapters  five  and  six,  upon  the  various 
social  groupings,  before  chapter  three,  which  deals  with  the  social  laws 
that  are  slowly  coming  to  light  as  a  result  of  the  study  of  process  and 
grouping.  So  the  tenth  and  eleventh  chapters,  on  the  causes  of  race 
superiority  and  the  value  rank  of  the  American  people,  are  important, 
but  in  the  way  of  addenda  to  the  preceding  contents  of  the  book. 

A  preliminary  inquiry  into  the  scope  and  task  of  sociology  convinces 
the  author  that  there  is  rapidly  forming  one  master  science  of  social 
life.  The  relation  of  this  master  science  to  certain  of  the  social  spe- 
cialisms is  discussed.  Particularly  is  it  made  clear  that,  for  light  upon 
many  questions,  economics  must  cross  the  frontier  into  sociology. 
One  might  go  further,  I  think,  than  the  author  seems  anywhere  inclined 
to  go  and  defend  fairly  the  original  and  the  increasing  subordination  of 
the  tnie  economic  motive  to  the  social  instinct.  Certainly  that  higher 
product,  social  intellectiialism,  is  everywhere  winning  in  our  time  the 
battle  against  economic  materialism.  The  mind  of  the  many  is  over- 
coming economic  greed. 

I  do  not  think  that  Professor  Ross's  conclusion  with  respect  to  the 
unit  of  investigation  in  sociology  is  so  happy  or  so  sound  as  most  of  his 
conclusions  are.  He  rightly  insists  that  this  unit  has  often  been  too 
large,  that  it  can  not  be  a  process  or  a  pnxiuct,  that  we  must  select  a 
simple  relation  or  interaction.  But  he  lends  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
notion  that  sociology  may  have  several  ultiraates  as  units  of  investiga- 
tion and  not  one,  as  in  biology,  for  example.  He  avers  that  we  can 
not  take  the  individual  as  our  unit  unless  we  rob  anthropology  of  its 
unit.  Why  should  not  anthropology  and  sociology  have  the  same  unit, 
and  psychology,  too,  for  that  matter?     The  psychologist  is  particularly 
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concerned  with  the  individual  states  of  consciousness,  the  sociologist 
with  social  states  of  consciousness  and  the  anthropologist — ^within  his 
sphere — is  concerned  with  both  the  individual  and  the  social  states. 
The  anthropologist  studies  man  in  his  individualistic  aspect  as  an  ani- 
mal with  certain  mental  and  physical  characteristics,  but  no  small  part 
of  his  interest  is  centered  in  the  sociological  description  of  primitive 
peoples.  Sociology  proper  builds  upon  anthropology  and  psychology, 
but  follows  in  their  course  of  evolution  the  developing  social  states  of 
consciousness.  Everywhere,  for  sociology,  the  potentially  social  mind 
or  the  actively  social  mind  of  the  individual  is  the  unit  of  investigation. 
The  most  elementary  thing  which  the  sociologist  considers  is  the  inter- 
action of  mind  in  its  entirety  with  mind. 

A  carefully  critical  discussion  of  the  mob  is  carried  in  the  next 
chapter  into  a  study  of  other  forms  of  association,  the  mass  meeting, 
the  deliberative  assembly,  public  opinion.  Professor  Ross  makes  it 
admirably  clear  that  the  analogy  of  the  crowd  is  often  unsafe,  that  the 
possibilities  of  rational  control  are  feu:  greater  in  the  higher  groupings. 
If  the  group  never  comes  together  in  close  physical  contact,  or  if,  com- 
ing together,  it  periodically  breaks  up,  there  is  time  for  rational  inhibi- 
tion to  intervene  and  do  its  perfect  work.  We  are  led  to  see  that 
society  is  not  organized  like  a  mob,  that  it  gives  increasing  scope  to 
reason,  that,  as  progress  continues,  the  orator  and  the  prophet  come 
gradually  to  occupy  a  subordinate  place,  that  the  leadership  of  the 
future  is  the  leadership  of  clear  thinking. 

In  the  third  essay  we  have  an  exceUent  summary  and  an  unusually 
acute  criticism  of  the  generalizations  and  laws  which  have  already  been 
formulated  by  sociological  writers  of  the  first  rank.  An  exact  inven- 
tory convinces  the  author  that  sociology  is  a  fundamental  and  compre- 
hensive discipline  uniting  at  the  base  all  the  social  sciences.  One  is 
inclined  to  think  that  more  can  be  said  for  the  genetic  interpretation 
of  sociology  than  Professor  Ross  is  willing  to  concede.  Even  where 
different  environments  tinge  the  social  evolution  of  different  peoples 
"with  something  local  and  distinctive,"  the  great  subjective  factors 
clearly  show  through  in  an  orderly  succession  of  higher  and  higher 
forms. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  chapter  on  recent  tendencies  in 
sociology  is  the  strongest  in  the  book.  It  reveals  a  fine  sanity  and 
fairness  and  philosophic  insight.  It  is  a  strong  and  sympathetic  an- 
alysis of  the  views  of  the  great  sociologists  of  the  last  decade  or  two. 
It  is  perhaps  the  best  brief  critical  essay  that  we  have  upon  their  work. 
If  the  implications  of  this  chapter  could  be  written  into  other  portions 
of  the  book,  it  would  be,  I  think,  an  advantage. 
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There  are  some  of  us  who  dissent  strongly  from  a  classification  of 
the  natural  and  cultural  desires  as  social  forces.  As  grouped  by  both 
Professor  Ward  and  Professor  Ross,  they  are  for  the  most  part  only  in- 
dividualistic forces.  There  exist  in  society  large  numbers  of  persons 
with  an  appetite  for  food,  sexual  desire  to  reproduce,  parental  feeling, 
who  are  emotional,  intellectual  and  have  a  limited  sense  of  duty,  but 
who  are  nevertheless  absolutely  non-social  beings  in  any  true  sense. 
Egoistic,  self-centered,  with  a  hand  against  every  other  man — no 
matter  how  they  might  increase  upon  the  earth,  they  could  not  build 
a  true  society  with  all  eternity  to  work  in.  These  natural  and  cultural 
desires  are  forces  which  perpetuate  life  and  intelligence,  but  they  are 
not  even  socializing  forces  until  they  are  shot  through  with  the  con- 
sciousness of  likeness,  of  the  possibility  of  agreement,  of  friendliness, 
of  common  interest. 

Some  of  us  think,  too,  that  it  is  better  scientific  usage  to  distinguish 
between  socializing  and  social  forces  rather  than  between  original  and 
derivative  social  forces  as  in  Professor  Ross's  classification.  Those 
forces  of  individual  desire  and  feeling  and  thought  which  are  before 
society  or  outside  of  it,  which  work  upon  society,  which  tend  to  create 
a  social  nature  in  the  individual  and  are  all  the  time  working  towaid 
social  results — these  are  true  socializing  forces.  On  the  other  hands 
the  real  social  forces  are  those  which  originate  in  society,  which  are 
direct  products  of  the  social  mass  organization.  They  usually  have  a 
socializing  tendency  but  not  necessarily.  They  may  work  towards  the 
disruption  of  society.  An  example  of  such  a  disintegrating  social  force 
may  be  found  in  the  action  of  the  mob  in  the  days  of  the  Paris  Com- 
mune. 

It  is  particularly  interesting  to  observe  the  broad  outlook  which  Pro- 
fessor Ross  has  upon  divergent  schools  of  sociology.  Ilie  antagonism 
usually  reduces  itself  in  his  pages  to  a  difference  in  emphasis  upon  im- 
portant phases  of  the  whole  subject.  The  Rassenkampf  and  the 
Klassenkampf  theorists  live  in  the  countries  where  the  infra-social 
struggle  is  still  extraordinarily  keen.  Spencer  and  Tarde  and  Giddings 
live  in  a  society  approaching  harmony.  Speaking  of  schools  of  thought, 
it  is,  I  think,  becoming  clear  that  scientific  sociology  will  escape  the 
danger,  to  which  it  has  been  subject,  of  splitting  into  two  warring 
branches  like  the  theological  Calvinists  and  Arminians  of  old.  Substi- 
tute the  sovereignty  of  the  cosmic  process  for  the  sovereignty  of  God 
and  the  influence  of  the  reason  of  man  for  the  dogma  of  the  freedom 
of  the  will,  and  sociology  has  the  same  philosophic  dualism  to  face 
which  has  so  mightily  troubled  the  waters  of  theology.     And  the  two 
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propositions  are  as  irreconcilable  in  the  one  sphere  as  they  are  in  the 
other.  But  we  must  at  least  attempt  to  broaden  social  theory  until  it 
includes  them  both.  We  can  not  be  content  to  study  only  those 
matters  which  have  human  volition  as  their  proximate  cause.  We 
must  also  regard  that  deeper  philosophy  which  attempts  to  correlate 
the  social  with  the  cosmic  process. 

Professor  Ross's  desire  to  harmonize  the  collision  of  groups  and  the 
resemblance  schools  is  a  worthy  one.  But  perhaps  somewhat  stronger 
emphasis  might  have  been  laid  upon  the  truth  that  the  transition  from 
conflict  to  cooperation  can  never  be  accounted  for  except  by  the 
original  social  nature  of  man.  That  is  the  vital  fact  in  the  whole  pro- 
cess. We  must  take  account  of  the  perception  of  difference  as  well  as 
of  the  perception  of  resemblance  in  the  human  mind.  We  must 
explain  the  clashing  of  groups  as  well  as  their  merging.  But  the  fund- 
amental thing  is  not  the  collision  of  groups,  but  the  blending  of 
groups,  and  the  key  to  this  process  is  to  be  found  in  the  study  of  the 
social  intimations  of  the  individual  consciousness.  The  important 
thing  to  know  is  that  the  perception  of  resemblance  conquers  the  per- 
ception of  difference,  that  the  consciousness  of  kind,  broadly  defined, 
is  the  essential  social  quality  which  conquers  antipathy.  This  proposi- 
tion of  Professor  Giddings  deserves  to  stand  side  by  side  with  the 
similar  proposition  of  Henry  Drummond  and  John  Fiske  in  scientific 
ethics,  that  the  struggle  for  the  life  of  others  steadily  modifies  and 
conquers  the  egoistic  struggle  for  life. 

Like  Professor  Ross's  previous  studies  of  the  influence  of  social  con- 
trol upon  human  society,  his  work  of  analysis  and  criticism  of  the 
foundations  of  sociology  deserves  universal  recognition  as  a  contribu- 
tion of  the  first  order  to  both  sociological  literature  and  sociological 
science. 

Frederick  Morgan  Davenport. 
Hamilton  College. 

Jugcndfiirsorge  und  Strafrecht  in  den  Vereinigten  Staaten  von 
Nord'Amerika,  Von  J.  M.  Baernreither.  Leipzig,  Duncker  und 
Humblot,  1905. — Ixviii,  304  pp. 

A  trip  to  the  United  States,  after  extensive  studies  in  his  own  coun- 
try, has  led  the  author  to  give  to  the  German  reading  world  a  very 
interesting  book  on  the  care  of  juvenile  offenders  and  criminal  law  in 
the  United  States.  Although  this  subject  has  not  yet  been  treated  in 
exft:nso,  one  might  find  in  German  publications  numerous  short  articles 
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dealing  with  these  questions,  which,  now  nearly  settled  in  America,  are 
still  far  from  solution  in  Europe. 

The  greatest  advance  which  has  been  made  in  this  field  has  grown 
out  of  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  dependent,  neglected,  defective 
and  criminal  juveniles  represent  a  single  social  phenomenon  in  different 
phases  of  development.  As  there  is  a  necessary  connection  between 
neglect  of  children  and  juvenile  criminality,  the  evils  of  neglect  and  of 
delinquency  should  be  attacked  by  the  same  methods.  The  moral, 
physical  and  economic  education  of  the  children  of  to-day  will  decide 
the  fate  of  the  generation  of  to-morrow. 

In  England  and  France  the  interest  of  the  child  is  the  decisive  fac- 
tor. The  English  judge  has  a  great  deal  of  discretionary  power,  and 
penal  imprisonment  for  juvenile  offenders,  formerly  the  rule,  is  now  the 
exception.  In  Germany  compulsory  education  exists  for  neglected 
children,  but  the  delinquents  still  have  to  feel  the  full  force  of  an  anti- 
quated law,  wherein  the  retaliatory  idea  of  punishment  is  still  prevalent. 
Liszt  and  his  school  are  waging  war  upon  this  conception,  but  as  yet 
the  results  are  hardly  noticeable.  The  tendency  in  those  states  of  the 
Union  which  have  dealt  with  these  questions  is  to  enforce  compulsory 
education  for  all  the  children  brought  into  court,  but  it  is  generally  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  judge  what  he  will  do  in  each  case. 

In  spite  of  the  diversities  in  American  society  it  is  not  difficult  to 
find  in  criminal  and  civil  law  and  in  the  various  charitable  institutions 
a  certain  harmony  of  thought  and  practice.  The  most  prominent 
feature  in  recent  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  the  differentiation  of 
institutions  for  the  care  of  children  with  a  view  to  segregation  of  de- 
pendent and  neglected  children  from  the  delinquent.  Both  classes,  it 
is  recognized,  must  receive  appropriate  education.  Public  and  private 
institutions  cooperate  harmoniously,  and  everywhere  there  is  a  tendency 
to  free  the  public  institutions  from  the  influence  of  party  politics.  It 
is  difficult  to  overestimate  the  importance  of  the  part  played  by  private 
associations  in  the  work  of  reforming  institutions  for  juveniles.  They 
were  largely  instrumental  in  working  out  the  different  schemes  of  sepa- 
rating children  from  adults  in  the  penitentiaries  and  in  some  cases 
even  founded  special  institutions  where  the  educational  idea  prevailed 
over  the  retaliatory.  The  aim  now  is  to  prepare  the  children  for  self- 
support. 

The  whole  reformatory  system  in  the  United  States  is  still  in  a  state 
of  constant  change.  The  merit  system  in  reformatory  and  penal  insti- 
tutions, the  indeterminate  sentence,  release  on  parole,  the  wide  discre- 
tionary power  of  the  judge  as  to  what  measures  are  to  be  taken  in  each 
individual  case  are  features  that  quite  astonish  the  author. 
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By  an  indeteTminate  seDtence  society  is  liberated  from  a  criminal 
until  the  authority  in  whose  custody  be  is  pkced  is  convinced  that  he 
li  no  longer  an  enemy  of  society.  Its  aim  is  to  bring  the  offender 
back  to  general  usehilness.  The  general  practice  Is  to  bring  juvenile 
offenders  before  the  judge  who  introduces  them  to  the  probation  ofi5cer 
to  whose  care  they  are  assigned.  The  work  of  the  probation  o65cer  is 
not  con^ned  tu  the  juvenile  offender  alone,  I'he  otificer  must  beconae 
acquainted  with  the  child's  parents  and  win  their  confidence  in  order 
to  secnire  their  cooperation  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty*  Occasionally 
he  has  to  find  work  for  his  wards  and  he  must  see  that  they  live  in 
decent  places.  To  keep  in  contact  with  the  children  he  generally 
makes  them  report  every  other  week  and  sees  tbem  at  least  once  a 
month  in  their  homes,  in  school  or  at  their  place  of  work*  In  Massa- 
chusetts the  probation  system  exists  even  for  adults.  The  duration  of 
the  probation  period  varies  ;  a  permanent  discharge  may  be  granted  for 
good  behavior-  Before  granting  a  release  it  is  always  necessary  to 
know  about  home  conditions  and  influences, 

Chicago  was  the  first  city  in  the  Unrtcd  States  to  establish,  in  1899, 
a  juvenile  court.  This  was  done  by  an  act  to  regulate  the  treatment 
of  dependent,  neglected  and  delinquent  children.  As  this  law  was  the 
first  one f  and  all  the  others  are  tia&ed  on  it^  a  short  analysis  of  the  most 
important  points  may  be  of  interest* 

The  law  as  first  enacted  was  applicable  to  children  under  sixteen 
years  ;  by  later  amendments  it  was  made  applicable  to  boys  up  to  seven- 
teen and  girls  under  eighteen.  A  dependent  petition  is  made  out  for 
a  child  who  habitually  begs  or  receives  alms ;  who  has  no  permanent 
place  of  abode  ;  who  frequents  vicious  company  and  wanders  through 
the  streets  and  alleys  ;  who  has  no  proper  parental  care  or  guardian- 
ship ;  who  is  destitute,  abandoned  and  homeless ;  who  lives  in  a  house 
of  ill  repute  or  in  a  home  which  is  an  unfit  place  for  the  care  of  a  child. 
Children  are  classed  as  delinquents  when  they  are  incorrigible,  know- 
ingly associate  with  persons  of  vicious  character  or  frequent  houses  of 
ill  fame,  grow  up  in  idleness  and  crime,  absent  themselves  from  home, 
habitually  wander  about  the  streets  or  railroad  tracks  at  night  without 
legitimate  business,  use  indecent  language  or  are  guilty  of  criminal 
conduct. 

The  court  is  presided  over  l)y  one  of  the  circuit  court  judges  in  spe- 
cial chambers.  A  petition  may  be  filed  by  any  reputable  person  resid- 
ing in  Cook  county.  Probation  officers  have  to  give  all  necessary  infor- 
mation to  the  court.  At  present  most  of  the  officers  are  under  the 
civil  service  and  are  paid  by  the  county ;  formerly  a  juvenile  court  com- 
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mittee  paid  their  salaries.  Some  workers  in  charitable  institutions  and 
a  number  of  visiting  nurses  have  like  commissions.  At  the  police  star 
tions  sixteen  officers  in  plain  clothes  take  care  of  the  juvenile  offenders. 

From  2943  cases  in  1903  the  number  increased  to  7179  in  1904-5. 
Similar  courts  have  been  established  in  several  other  states,  the  best 
known  being  the  court  in  Denver,  which  has  gained  a  high  reputation 
for  efficiency. 

A  great  influence  upon  all  child-saving  institutions  in  the  United 
States  is  exercised  by  the  National  Conference  of  Charities  and  Correc- 
tions. Its  influence  tends  towards  centralization  and  greater  efficiency 
of  personnel. 

In  connection  with  an  extensive  review  of  Henry  M.  Boies's  Science 
of  Penology  and  C.  R.  Henderson's  excellent  Introduction  to  the  Study 
of  Dependent^  Defective  and  Delinquent  Classes^  the  author  points  out 
the  close  connection  between  science  and  everyday  exigencies  in 
American  social  policy.  Theory  and  practice  go  hand  in  hand.  In 
the  author's  opinion  the  results  obtained  must  nevertheless  be  accepted 
with  great  reserve. 

A  chapter  on  the  foundation  of  family  law  with  special  regard  to 
the  position  of  the  child  closes  the  book.  The  American  child  has  an 
inalienable  right  to  happiness  and  proper  nurture.  Parental  power  is 
abrogated  for  the  child's  benefit. 

The  whole  book  is  very  thorough,  and  is  a  much  needed  presenta- 
tion of  the  progress  accomplished  in  the  care  of  children  in  the  United 
States.  Germany  will,  I  trust,  soon  follow  in  some  way  along  the  same 
lines. 

A  valuable  appendix  is  given  consisting  of  a  large  collection  of  laws, 
decisions  and  opinions  on  the  subject,  mostly  in  English.  ^ 

Victor  von  Borosini. 

Hull  House,  Chicago. 

Nor  darner  ikanische  Eisenbahnen  :  Ihre  Verwaltung  inid  Wirt- 
schaftsgebarung.  By  W.  Hoff  and  F.  Schwabach.  Berlin,  Julius 
Springer,  1906. — ^xii,  377  pp.,  with  map. 

This  is  a  report  by  two  members  of  the  Prussian  railway  administra- 
tion of  an  investigation  into  the  organization  and  working  of  American 
railways  made  at  the  request  of  the  Prussian  Ministry  of  Public  Works. 
The  authors  made  an  extensive  journey  through  the  United  States  and 
have  published  a  general  survey  of  American  railway  conditions,  to  be 
followed  soon  by  more  exhaustive  studies  of  individual  railway  systems. 
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We  have  hart  many  account*  o(  this  character  hj  foreign  travdeis,  bnt 
none  that  :ipproaciies  thia  in  thoioughDcsfi  of  detail  and  in  comprehen* 
si  on  of  the  pratrtical  prohlem^s  uf  railway  operation.  Not  without  rea* 
»on  have  raili^ay  o^ciab  been  charged  with  a  lack  of  appfeciation  of 
the  railway  probJcm  Uom  the  public  standpoint.  Quite  as  fairly^  how- 
crer,  may  it  be  aa&ertcd  that  the  American  public  fails  to  QmicTStand 
the  adminintrative  problems  of  the  railway  manager  anil  their  t»earing 
upom  the  widely- discusaed  questions  of  rates  and  scr\ices,  ITmt  a 
comprebenBion  of  these  practical  problems  by  the  public  would  be 
Helplu)  t(}wan]  a  »ane  ^Jtition  of  problems  of  public  contrt>l  is  ob\^otis. 
All  the  more  surprising  is  it,  therefore,  that  no  work  of  any  valne  has 
apf^eaietl  in  thii  c;ountry  which  treats  adequately  of  the  railway  as  an 
industry  and  that  the  tint  serious  attempt  of  this  kind  should  be  made 
by  foreign  ob*ervrnt. 

The  lKK>k  is  esidentially  descriptive  and  comparative.  Following  the 
introductory  cMptcn,  which  describe  the  route  taken  by  the  authors 
and  contain  general  observations  upon  American  transportation  condi- 
tionSy  there  are  chapters  upon  the  organization  and  management  of 
railways,  ojlficials  and  employees,  relief  and  pension  systems,  passenger 
and  freight  traffic,  the  Pullman,  express,  post  and  telegraph  ser\iceSp 
financial  operations  and  problems,  and  a  brief  treatment  of  public 
control. 

As  the  work  is  written  for  German  readers,  the  comparative  point  of 
view  is  kept  constantly  in  mind,  and  while  one  may  disagree  at  times 
with  the  conclusions  of  the  authors,  one  is  compelled  to  recognize  an 
honest  endeavor  all  the  way  through  to  study  the  situation  wnthout  pre- 
conceived opinions  and  to  reach  conclusions  from  an  examination  of 
^he  facts.  It  is  hardly  surprising,  nor  is  it  to  be  regarded  as  a  serious 
fault,  that  the  authors,  educated  in  an  environment  of  state  ownership 
and  management,  and  themselves  a  part  of  the  railway  administration, 
should  attribute  to  their  situation  a  freedom  from  certain  ills  to  which 
our  public  is  subjected  ;  yet  the  fact  that  they  draw  no  sweeping  con- 
clusions, but  recognize  the  advantages  and  defects  of  the  systems  of  both 
countries;  is  an  evidence  of  their  fair-mindedness.  They  recognize,  for 
example,  what  the  United  States  has  accomplished  in  the  increase  of 
the  train-load  and  the  reduction  of  operating  expense;  but  while  con- 
ceding the  j)0ssibility  of  some  increase  in  the  size  of  their  cars,  they, 
like  the  English  railway  managers,  feel  that  conditions  of  traffic  are  so 
different  in  Prussia  as  to  preclude  an  adoption  of  the  American  practice 
in  its  entirety.  In  fact  they  have  evidence  to  show  that  in  many 
instances  the  Americans  themselves  feel  that  they  have  carried  their 
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practice  too  far,  and  that  much  of  the  irregularity  of  their  service  and 
many  of  their  serious  accidents  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  craze  for  the 
huge  train-load.  They  comment  enviously  upon  the  uniformity  of  equip- 
ment of  American  railways  in  general,  and  show  how  the  insistence  of 
each  German  railway  administration  upon  individuality  in  this  respect 
has  interfered  seriously  with  the  development  of  through  traffic. 

In  the  nuitter  of  rates,  the  authors  attempt  to  reduce  the  varying 
conditions  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  to  a  common  basis,  by 
taking  into  account  passenger,  freight  and  express  traffic  and  the  com- 
pensation for  carrying  the  mails,  and  after  a  somewhat  involved  series 
of  approximations  and  assumptions,  reach  the  conclusion  that  not  only 
are  passenger  rates  lower  in  Prussia  than  in  the  United  States,  which  is 
generally  conceded,  but  that  freight  rates  are  also  lower  except  in  the 
case  of  through  rates  for  the  long  haul.  Although  the  value  of  the  sta- 
tistical result  is  doubtful,  the  computation  is  not  without  significance 
in  revealing  clearly  the  diverse  conditions  of  the  two  countries  and  the 
difficulties  of  exact  comparison.  Of  more  value  are  the  tables  of  com- 
parative rates  for  different  products  which  would  tend  to  show  that 
Prussian  industries  are  as  favorably  treated  by  the  railways  as  American 
industries  in  respect  to  their  raw  materials.  In  feet,  a  reading  of  this 
book  leads  one  to  ask  whether,  in  our  glorification  of  the  low  rate  for 
the  long  haul,  we  have  not  carried  our  admiration  to  the  point  of  fetish- 
ism and  have  not  come  to  feel  that  there  is  some  inherent  advantage  and 
even  virtue  in  hauling  goods  a  long  distance.  This  would  be  a  feir 
inference  from  some  of  our  recent  controversial  literature.  That  the 
tendency  is  for  rates  to  fall  in  Prussia  is  doubtless  correct,  but  the  state- 
ment that  the  opposite  tendency  is  present  in  the  United  States  is  based 
on  observations  extending  over  too  short  a  time  to  warrant  its  accept- 
ance.    The  present  movement  is  perhaps  merely  temporary. 

As  is  usual  in  the  writings  of  foreign  visitors,  our  indifference  to  the 
safety  of  passengers  and  employees  as  shown  in  the  primitive  condition 
of  our  safety  appliances  is  criticised,  yet  not  more  severely  than  by  our 
own  railway  journals.  We  progress  slowly  in  the  expenditure  of  capital 
upon  construction  that  does  not  reward  us  promptly  by  an  increase  in 
net  income. 

The  authors  reach  the  conclusion  that  in  spite  of  certain  deficiencies, 
the  Prussian  system  is  well  adapted  to  its  needs,  and  that  Prussia  has 
not  perhaps  more  to  learn  from  the  United  States  than  has  the  United 
States  from  Prussia. 

Frank  Haigh  Ddcon. 
DAaTMOUTH  College. 
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Iff/  Effieirmy,     A  Comparative  Study  of  Indttstrial  Life 

Bind,  Germany  and  America.     By  Arthitr  Shadwxll*     Lon- 

Ijangm^ns,  Green  &  Co.,  1906, — Two  volumes:  xiii,  346;  x, 

ESC  volumjes  are  the  record  of  a  close  study  of  a  number  of  indus^ 
^ntres  niustrative  of  the  iwo  great  branches  of  competing  indus* 
rs  and  metals*     In  Great  Britain,  I  Lancashire  and  the  West 
i^<»kshire  ate  naturally  selected  for  cotton  and  wool ,  but  the 
K  or  the  Midland  district  round  Wolverhampton  as  typical  of  the 
trade  invoh^s  a  considerable  amount  of  tmfaimcss.     Dr.  ShadweU 
tn»  that  be  did  not  choose  the  Clyde  district  or  the  north  east 
I  of  England  because  they  are  not  only  industrial  but  great  port 
cts,  producing  a  combination  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the  other 
ies*     But  it  ia  precisely  in  thoi  t  two  localities  that  the  British 
k]u»try  exhibits  its  greatest  vigur,  whereas  the  Midlands  suffer 
^  diHicultiee  of  communication  an!  the  great  firms  are  gradually 
IF  to  the  sea-coist.     The  ]  ind ,  Westphalia  and  Saxony  are 

:s  chosen  in  Germany  :  lacbusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Penn- 

Etlia  mkf^  South  Carolina  in  the  Uni  :ed  States. 
\  first  volume  opens  with  a  Eer  of  '*  general  comparisons.'* 
Aumittlng  the  difEculties  and  impcm-LUOns  of  generalizations  and  seek^ 
ing  to  do  no  more  than  record  his  own  impressions,  Dr.  Shadwell  has, 
nevertheless,  as  was  to  be  expected  from  so  careful  and  clear-sighted  an 
observer,  come  to  some  conclusions  of  much  interest.  What  struck 
him  most  in  America  was  the  **  frank,  direct  and  straightforward  inter- 
course l^etween  man  and  man,"  which  he  contrasts  favorably  with 
German  formality  and  the  suspicious  and  secretive  habit  of  mind  which 
he  found  prevalent  in  English  industrial  circles.  Mutual  distrust  is  a 
source  of  friction  and  a  sign  of  weakness,  but  while  in  the  author's 
opinion  it  is  diminishing  in  P^ngland  as  between  employers  and  work- 
men, it  is  increasing  in  America  with  regard  to  trade  unionism  and  in 
Germany  with  regard  to  social  democracy.  On  this  point  he  agrees 
with  many  other  observers  who  hold  that  an  era  of  grave  industrial  con- 
flicts is  opening  both  in  (iermany  and  in  the  United  States.  Direct- 
ness of  character  with  the  consciousness  of  strength  which  is  behind  it 
is  the  **  fine  flower  of  democracy,"  and  implies  a  national  force  which, 
he  thinks,  will  save  the  Republic  despite  the  greed,  the  scramble  for 
money  and  the  local  corruption  which  are  sapping  the  public  confidence. 
The  hustling  American  he  considers  '*  rather  a  new  thing,"  and  he  finds 
the  old  national  addiction  to  *'  whittling  "  still  latent  in  the  predilection 
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for  trouble-saving,  time-wasting  appliances — such  as  the  check  system 
for  baggage.  The  stimulating  climate  of  the  States  excites  cerebral 
activity  in  certain  directions  such  as  oratory  with  its  correlative  of  dis- 
like of  physical  exertion,  resulting  in  the  abundant  invention  of  labor- 
saving  machinery.  The  weak  side  of  these  qualities  is  a  tendency  to 
slovenliness. 

It  is  surely  remarkable  that  so  little  first-class  work  of  any  kind  is  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States,  with  all  its  wealth,  population,  intelligence  and 
intellectiial  keenness.  .  .  .  The  same  national  failing  is  conspicuous  in  the 
factory  and  workshop.  You  see  machinery  racketing  itself  to  pieces  and 
spoiling  the  material  in  the  attempt  to  run  faster  than  it  can;  you  see  waste 
of  fuel  and  steam,  machinery  clogged  and  spoiling  for  want  of  care  and 
cleanliness,  the  place  in  a  mess  and  the  stuff  turned  out  in  a  rough,  badly- 
finished  state.  When  you  see  this  over  and  over  again,  you  begin  to  un- 
derstand why  the  United  States,  with  all  its  natural  advantages,  requires  a 
prohibitive  duty  on  foreign  manufactures  which  it  ought  to  produce  better 
itself.    .  .  . 

The  Germans  are  slow,  deliberate,  careful,  methodical  and  thorough. 
Some  people  use  the  word  "plodding,**  which  carries  a  touch  of  disdain; 
but  Germany  can  afford  to  smile  at  it.  .  .  .  Industrially  the  Germans  excel 
on  the  scientific  side;  they  are  not  an  inventive  or  adventurous  people; 
they  are  not  quick  or  ready  in  emergency ;  they  are  no  pioneers  in  the 
wilderness;  they  require  time  for  thought  and  action. 

The  result  is  an  admirable  industrial  organization,  a  complete  coopera- 
tion of  government  and  individual  in  promoting  national  interests.  To 
put  it  briefly  the  Briton  in  his  characteristics  stands  midway  between 
the  German  and  the  American.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Dr.  Shad  well 
is  essentially  a  challenging  writer,  and  the  thin-skinned  person,  what- 
ever his  nationality,  had  better  leave  these  volumes  alone.  This  first 
chapter  requires  very  careful  study,  for  while  it  is  the  result  of  ob- 
served facts,  yet  the  general  personal  views  once  formed  have  neces- 
sarily colored  the  narration  of  these  facts  and  still  more  the  deductions 
drawn  from  them. 

The  bulk  of  the  first  volume  is  occupied  with  the  description  of  the 
localities  visited  and  not  only  their  industrial  efficiency  is  taken  into 
account  but  also  what  one  might  perhaps  call  their  vital  efficiency. 
There  are  whole  pages  which  call  aloud  for  quotation.  The  British 
workman  who  holds  it  a  point  of  honor  to  look  dirty  and  ruffianly  on 
weekdays  and  yet  is  clean  and  tidy  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  the 
Lancashire  housewife  who  likes  to  roam  the  markets  on  a  Saturday 
night  and  **  look  and  pick  "  ;  the  poisoned  river  Wupper  at  Elberfeld, 
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"  the  mott  damiiAbly  iU^tiscd  nmning  water  in  the  world  ** ;  the  Qr- 
ncgie  CQwntry  round  Pittsburgh — '*  if  Pittsburg  is  hell  with  the  lid  off 
Homestesui  is  hell  wtlh  the  hjtirhes  od  ' ^ — these  aiid  many  other  pic- 
ttire«  rise  up  before  one's  mind  as  one  thinks  back  on  the  book«  The 
second  irolume  is  taken  up  with  the  detailed  analysis  of  industiial  con- 
ditions under  the  heiuls  of  **  Factory  Laws;"  "Factory  Conditions ;" 
**  Hours,  Wages,  Workmen's  Compensation  and  Insurance  ;"  *'  Beocro- 
lent  Institutions,  Housing^  Cost  of  Living  and  Physical  Conditiom ;" 
*'  Social  Conditions,'*  ** Trade  Unions  and  Industrial  Disputes  ;"  **Patipcr- 
isiQ  and  Thrift  ;'*  **  Elementary  Education  **  and  **  Technical  Educa* 
tion."  Throughimt  these  chapters  are  full  of  acute  criticism  and  while 
it  iA  a  pergonal  view  which  is  put  forward  it  is  a  view  based  not  only  on 
reading  and  travel  but  on  countless  interviews  with  all  sorts  and  condi- 
tion!^ of  meUi.  The  personal  view  of  the  hurried  or  ignorant  tiaveler 
ought  to  be  negligible,  though  unfortunately  such  views  added  together 
make  up  a  great  mass  of  public  opinion*  I'he  verdict  of  a  tmtned  auii 
unprejudiced  obscr\^er  is  quite  another  matter,  and  it  is  because  Dr. 
Shad  we  11  is  such  a  person  that  the  present  writer  would  earnestly  com- 
mend his  chapters  even  although  in  many  cases  he  does  not  agree  with 
the  opinions  put  forward*  Df*  ShadweU's  view  is  always  his  owti  view» 
he  never  follows  the  crowd p  and  very  often  he  dissents  from  accepted 
v^r  A  For  example  he  docs  not  agree  with  the  Mosely  commission  in 
thinking  that  the  position  of  working  men  is  better  in  the  States  than 
in  England,  nor  does  he  accept  the  high  opinion  generally  held  in 
England  as  to  the  efficiency  of  American  elementary  education. 

His  conclusion  is  that  in  many  lines  England,  once  so  supreme,  has 
been  equalled  and  in  some  surpassed  by  her  industrial  rivals.  This  he 
sets  down  to  her  great  prosperity  which  has  induced  a  slackness  both 
among  manufacturers  and  workmen,  a  love  of  ease,  devotion  to  sport, 
gambling  and  theatregoing.  Of  late  the  stress  of  competition  has 
forced  a  reconsideration  of  the  national  position  with  the  effect  of  pro- 
ducing a  great  awakening.  While  doubting  the  possibility  of  maintain- 
ing a  free- trade  system  he  is  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  protection 
at  present,  lest  by  reducing  the  force  of  competition  it  should  favor 
adhesion  to  old  methods.  German  industrial  competition  he  regards 
as  more  dangerous  to  Great  Britain  than  American.  The  great  danger 
of  the  future  is  the  declining  national  vitality,  the  decline  in  the  birth- 
rate, a  fatal  legacy  from  the  Gospel  of  Ease,  which  appears  in  both 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  To  this  problem  he  promises  to 
return,  and  for  that  new  book  all  thoughtful  men  will  look  with  interest. 

Henry  W.  Macrosty. 

London. 


No.  3]  REVIEWS  553 

Corporations  :  A  Study  of  the  Origin  and  Development  of  Great 
Business  Combinations  and  of  Their  Relation  to  the  Authority  of 
the  State.  By  John  P.  Davis.  New  York,  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons, 
1905. — Two  volumes  :  ix,  318  pp. ;  295  pp. 

Special  interest  attaches  to  the  volumes  under  review  because  of  the 
relation  they  were  intended  to  bear  to  a  larger  work,  the  completion  of 
which  was  prevented  by  the  author's  untimely  death.  These  volumes 
were  to  serve  as  an  historical  introduction  to  a  comprehensive  treatise 
on  the  modern  corporation  question.  Started  as  a  single  chapter  of 
the  larger  work,  they  grew  to  their  present  proportions  and  were  pre- 
pared for  separate  publication  before  ill- health  interrupted  the  author's 
labors.  They  thus  have  the  finish  and  unity  of  an  independent  work, 
but  lack  that  vital  relation  to  present-day  problems  that  they  would 
have  gained  had  the  author  lived  to  complete  his  undertaking. 

The  work  is  divided  into  fifteen  chapters,  of  which  two  treat  of  the 
importance  and  nature  of  corporations  ;  six  describe  the  principal  tjrpes 
of  corporate  organization  in  mediaeval  Europe,  /.  e.  ecclesiastical  cor- 
porations, municipalities,  gilds  and  educational  and  eleemosynary  cor- 
porations ;  five  deal  with  the  corporations  that  were  prominent  in  Eng- 
land from  the  sixteenth  to  the  nineteenth  century,  /.  e,  regulated 
companies,  regulated  exclusive  companies,  joint-stock  companies  and 
colonial  companies ;  and  two  conclude  with  discussions  of  the  "  Legal 
View  of  Corporations  "  and  **  Modern  Corporations." 

The  historical  chapters  are  valuable,  not  so  much  because  they  add 
to  our  knowledge  of  the  institutions  discussed  as  because  they  present 
a  comparative  view  of  forms  of  corporate  organization  that  are  not 
usually  thought  of  together.  Thus  economists  will  find  little  that  is 
unfamiliar  in  the  chapters  on  the  gilds  and  the  regulated  companies, 
but  they  cannot  fail  to  gain  a  clearer  notion  of  the  importance  of  these 
corporations  by  comparing  them  with  others  of  the  same  periods  of 
which,  as  economic  historians,  they  have  perhaps  known  little.  In  the 
same  way  the  student  of  politics  will  gain  fresh  insight  into  the  muni- 
cipalities of  the  Middle  Ages  and  the  English  colonial  companies  of 
later  times  by  having  their  peculiarities  compared  with  those  of  con- 
temporary economic  corporations.  As  this  was  the  end  which  the 
author  had  chiefly  in  view  he  may  be  excused  for  making  it  his  task 
*'  to  correlate  and  systematize  the  existing  body  of  facts,  taken  for  the 
most  part  from  secondary  sour(  es,  rather  than  to  discover  new  facts," 
and  for  yielding  but  rarely  "  to  the  temptation  to  indulge  in  research  " 
— much  as  the  latter  is  needed  in  some  parts  of  this  field.     He  appears 
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e  useti  the  sourtes  with  discrimination  and  his  own  comments  on 
d  questions  aie  neailj*  always  helpful. 

bearing  which  these  facts  in  reference  to  the  corporations  of  tbe 

.Ave  on  OUT  present-day  corpomtion  problem  \%  indicated  some- 

I  va^ely  in  the  last  chapter-     Ttit  historic  corporations  described 

•*^ted  to  accomplish  purposes  which  for  one  reason  or  another 

did  not  feci  able  to  accomplish  directly  for  itself.     "The 

:t  -'  made  clear  by  their  histoiy  ' '  is  that  the  state  has  wholly  or 

:>rt3ed  their  powen."     Thus  they  served  as  the  ad^-ance 

B  en  cx{HmdiJig  government  to  be  recalled  and  absorbed  by  the 

nment  as  soon  as  it  felt  itself  strong  enough  to  undertake  what  ic 

nporarily  delegated  to  them.     The  situation  which  confronts  the 

a  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century  as  regards  cor- 

[mtionsi  the  author  explains  as  the  joint  result  of  the  industrial  changes 

iv  onymous  with  business  efficiency 
lich  Adam  Smith  helped  to  im- 


Associated  activity,  prevented 
Dvernment  from  taking  the  iotm 
the  corporate  form  to  an  eittcnt 
i*s  history.  Corporations  ha^'e 
a4ow  the  state  itself  and  already 
t  state  and  the  corporations,  her 


tiave  made  associati 

mat  distrust  of  state  es 

BS  on  nineteenth  ceni  iv> 

the  typical  American's  it 

itate  action,  has  incvit         i^um 

tr  before  approached  in  the  wi 

m  and  multiplied  until  they  o^ 
.  .ififlict  has  begun  between  the  p 
unruly  offspring.  "  The  result  can  hardly  i^il  to  be  the  same  [as  in  the 
case  of  earlier  corporations] — an  eventual  disintegration  of  corpora- 
tions, an  absorption  of  their  political  elements  by  the  state  and  the  re- 
legation of  the  remaining  elements  to  the  individual."  Thus  by  a 
purely  historical  argument  the  author  appears  to  be  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion that  many  others  have  reached  by  diverse  paths,  that  is  that  we 
are  on  the  threshold  of  an  era  which  will  witness  a  great  extension  of 
the  functions  of  government,  on  the  one  hand,  and  such  a  perfection 
of  the  governmental  machinery  for  protecting  the  liberty  of  the  indi- 
vidual, on  the  other,  as  will  greatly  lessen  the  advantages  for  business 
purposes  of  the  corporate  form  of  organization. 

S|jace  will  permit  no  more  than  a  statement  of  this,  the  principal 
thesis  of  the  author.  The  evidence  which  is  given  in  these  volumes  of 
his  ability  successfully  to  defend  it  must  cause  all  students  to  echo  the 
opinion  expressed  by  Professor  J.  Allen  Smith  in  his  introductory  note, 
that 


it  must  be  regarded  as  a  distinct  loss  to  the  literature  of  political  science 
that  a  writer  so  well  equipped  to  deal  with  the  modern  corporation  problem 
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and  so  keenly  alive  to  the  significance  of  the  present-day  tendency  toward 
the  corporate  form  of  organization  did  not  live  to  complete  the  work  which 
he  had  planned. 

Henry  R.  Seager. 

Zur  Politik  des  deutschen  Finanz-,  Verkehrs-  und  Verwaltungs- 
Tvesens.  Reden  und  Aufsatze.  Von  Gustav  Cohn.  Stuttgart, 
Ferdinand  Enke,  1905.     482  pp. 

The  three-fold  division  indicated  by  the  title  of  Professor  Cohn's 
recently  published  volume  of  addresses  and  essays  hardly  does  justice 
to  the  breadth  of  the  discussions  contained  therein.  It  is  presumptu- 
ous, doubtless,  for  a  reviewer  to  begin  by  re-arranging,  even  in  part,  the 
subject  matter  of  the  book  under  consideration,  but  in  the  present  case 
an  excuse  may  perhaps  be  found  in  the  highly  general  content  of  the 
term  Verwaitungswesen,  especially  when  used  by  one  whose  most  inti- 
mate familiarity  is  with  the  paternalistic  system  of  Germany.  From 
an  American  point  of  view,  then.  Professor  Cohn's  first  four  essays  may 
be  said  to  deal  with  questions  of  public  finance — imperial,  state  and 
local.  His  fifth  and  seventh  papers,  on  the  "  Future  of  Street  Rail- 
ways," and  on  "Reaction  in  the  Transportation  System"  respectively, 
belong  properly  under  the  second  heading  of  his  title.  The  remaining 
essays  fall  into  two  classes.  Of  these  the  first  may  be  said  to  deal  with 
economic  theory — in  itself  a  term  as  vague  as  our  author's  Verwaltungs- 
wesen — and  to  include  his  discussions  of  "  Ethics  and  Reaction  in 
Economics  "  (vi)  and  "Two  Centuries  of  Cameral  Science  "  (x).  The 
remaining  division,  which  may  be  described  as  more  or  less  pedagogi- 
cal in  character,  is  devoted  to  papers  on  "  Bureaucracy  and  Political 
Science :  Considerations  on  the  Scientific  Preparation  for  the  higher 
Prussian  Official  Service"  (viii),  "Considerations  on  the  [proposed] 
Union  of  Academic  Chairs  of  Political  Science  with  the  Juristic  Facul- 
ties" (ix),  and  on  "The  Freedom  of  Political  Science"  (xi). 

Although  he  finds  much  to  criticize,  much  to  suggest  from  the  ex- 
perience of  foreign  nations.  Professor  Cohn's  attitude  on  German  im- 
perial and  Prussian  finances  is  in  general  optimistic.  With  regard  to 
Militarismus  jjarticularly  he  may  be  described  as  a  "stalwart."  Tech- 
nical progress  increases  the  burden  of  armament,  he  admits,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  increases  economic  efficiency  and  national  wealth.  Mili- 
tary expenditures,  even  at  the  cost  of  rapidly  growing  national  debts, 
are  not  to  be  condemned  as  unproductive  and  contrasted  on  this  ground 
with  sums  laid  out  by  the  state  for  the  purchase  of  profitable  under- 
takings, as  e,  g.  railroads. 
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For  only  armed  peace  can  assure  the  safety  and  growth  of  a  nation's 
economic  life,  and  these  ends  are  to  be  obtained  at  no  cheaper  price 
[than  the  cost  of  armament].  .  .  The  state  possesses  not  only  a 
material  capital,  the  debt  incurred  for  which  is  repaid  by  its  productivity; 
but  also  an  immaterial  capital  in  the  security,  the  peace  of  the  empire, 
which  is  bought  at  the  cost  of  debts  incurred  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try [p.  46.] 

Our  author's  comment  on  disarmament  follows  the  same  lines.  **  For 
nations  bristling  with  weapons  to  stand  opposed  to  each  other,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  enter  upon  an  agreement  to  reduce  the  extent  of  their 
armament  is  in  itself  as  absurd  as  a  race  between  riders  who  enter  upon 
an  agreement  to  limit  speed"  (p.  32,  n.)  A  pretty  illustration, 
doubtless,  but  one  that  will  hardly  bear  inspection.  All  ^ir  races  are 
subject  to  definite,  and  often  quite  extensive,  agreements  as  regards 
length,  number  and  character  of  entries,  etc.  How  would  Professor 
John  dispose  of  the  handicap  arrangements  so  frequently  employed? 
But  turning  from  the  illustration  to  the  real  point  at  issue,  what  our 
author  fails  to  see  is  that  there  is  a  greater  absurdity  at  the  end  of  his 
own  argument  than  that  which  confronts  the  advocates  of  disarma- 
ment. The  tremendous  burdens  of  militancy  and  the  probable  de- 
structiveness  of  modem  warfare  between  great  nations  have  certainly 
been  pointed  out  with  sufficient  detail  and  statistical  backing  to 
demonstrate  the  absurdity  of  the  unrestricted  competition  along  military 
lines  that  our  author  advocates,  or  at  least  seeks  to  justify.  More- 
over one  looks  in  vain  in  Professor  John's  book  for  a  discussion — 
which  his  argument  naturally  suggests  but  which  he  would  find  it  very 
awkward  to  undertake— of  the  rate  of  increase  of  military  expenditure 
as  compared  with  the  rate  of  increase  of  national  wealth. 

With  the  above  exception,  however,  one  finds  comparatively  little  to 
criticise  in  the  essays  devoted  to  financial  questions.  Particularly  in- 
teresting is  Professor  John's  opinion  that  the  empire,  in  sharp  contrast 
with  Prussia  since  1870,  has  as  yet  produced  no  really  great  financial 
legislation.  The  jealousy  of  the  states,  the  ease  of  contracting  debts, 
the  absence  of  the  two-party  system  and  the  general  unwillingness  to 
pay  taxes  are  assigned  in  explanation.  Our  own  federal  history,  it  will 
be  recalled,  began  in  quite  the  opposite  way,  but  then  it  was  fiscal 
necessity  rather  than  Blut  und  Risen  that  brought  about  the  formation 
of  the  American  Union.  In  this  connection  may  be  noted  a  rather 
surprising  error  into  which  Professor  John  falls  with  regard  to  the 
finances  of  the  United  States.  Discussing  the  productivity  of  indirect, 
and  particularly  of  customs  taxes,  he  writes :  "  Year  in  and  year  out 
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the  federal  revenues  yield  surpluses  in  excess  of  need,  which  have 
proved  the  traditional  embarrassment  of  the  federal  secretary  of  the 
treasury ''  (p.  1 7  ) .  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  real  embarrassment  from  this 
source  has  been  not  from  continual  surpluses  but  rather  from  the  ever- 
lasting see-saw  of  surplus  and  deficit. 

A  very  suggestive  part  of  Professor  Cohn's  essay  on  **  Taxes  and  Tax 
Reforms  in  the  Empire  and  Prussia"  (ii)  is  devoted  to  a  discussion  of 
the  important  part  played  in  Prussian  finances  by  the  large  profits  ob- 
tained from  the  state  railroads.  There  is  a  fly  in  the  ointment,  how- 
ever :  vigorous  demands  are  constantly  being  made  by  many  powerful 
interests  for  reduced  rates.  If  these  demands  are  granted  a  deficit  of 
alarming  proportions  will  immediately  ensue,  and  heavier  taxes  must  be 
imposed,  probably  on  incomes,  property  and  inheritances.  To  Pro- 
fessor Cohn  this  prospect  is  far  from  pleasing,  particularly  as  he 
believes  that  it  would  result  in  driving  thousands  and  hundieds  of 
thousands  of  middle  class  voters  into  the  ranks  of  the  Social  Democracy. 

The  constant  demand  for  lowered  rates  is  noted  as  threatening  the 
policy  of  municipal  ownership  which  Professor  Cohn  advocates  in  his 
essay  on  "The  Future  of  Street  Railways"  (v).  American  readers 
will  find  his  discussion  of  this  subject  chiefly  of  interest  because  of  the 
materials  it  presents  regarding  transportation  conditions  in  German 
cities,  and  particularly  Berlin.  The  writer's  argument,  based  as  it  is 
principally  upon  the  rather  doctrinaire  ground  of  an  "inner  necessity" 
which  is  bringing  about  municipalization,  is  of  less  significance. 

In  his  essay  on  "  Ethics  and  Reaction  in  Economics  "  (vi),  perhaps  the 
most  significant  in  the  volume.  Professor  Cohn  takes  up  Werner  Som- 
bart's  famous  accusation  that  German  "  ethical "  economists  are  in 
reality  reactionaries.  German  poor  laws,  factory  legislation,  laws  on 
school  attendance  and  on  stock  and  produce  exchanges  are  discussed 
in  considerable  detail  as  examples  of  ethical  movements  favored  by 
economists  which  were  not  reactionary  in  character.  The  department 
store  tax,  however,  which  was  opposed  by  economists,  is  cited  as  truly 
reactionary.  As  for  the  real  reactionary  forces  in  German  politics,  they 
are  cited  here  and  elsewhere  by  our  author  without  any  mincing  of , 
words. 

Throughout  all  his  earlier  essays  Professor  John  finds  frequent  occa- 
sion to  praise  the  efficiency  and  honesty  of  the  administrative  service  of 
his  country.  Of  course  the  United  States  is  made  to  do  service  as  the 
horrible  example  which  brightens  all  the  more  the  halo  of  the  heilige 
Beamtentum,  It  is  with  something  of  a  shock,  therefore,  that  the 
reader  learns  in  the  essay  devoted  to  "  Bureaucracy  and  Political  Sci- 
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ence''  (viii)  that  in  Prussian  universities  the  law  courses  are 
**  snaps/'  the  examinations  **  cinches  "  and  the  law  students  altogether 
no  better  than  they  should  be.  Nor  does  Professor  John  allow  himself 
to  be  comforted  by  the  flippant  story  to  the  effect  that  "  der  selige 
Stahl  habe  sich  geriihmt  er  sei  als  Student  viel  fauler  gewesen  als  die 
Studenten  die  bei  ihm  horten."  Sweeping  reforms  are  demanded  to 
correct  the  abuses  complained  of,  including  a  proposal  for  the  more 
thorough  study  of  the  political  sciences  by  prospective  administrative 
officials.  The  essay  on  "  The  Freedom  of  Political  Science  *'  (xi)  takes 
for  its  text  the  Ross  case  at  Leland  Stanford  Junior  University,  and 
discusses  frankly  the  various  selfish  interests,  principally  capitalistic  and 
agrarian,  that  seek  to  derive  political  advantage  from  the  teachings  of 
German  universities.  Throughout  the  essays  one  notes  with  pleasure 
the  high  ideals  regarding  his  profession  that  have  inspired  all  die  work 
of  Professor  John. 

Robert  J.  Brooks. 

SWARTHMORE  COLLEGE. 

A    Treatise  on  the  Law  of  Citizenship,     By  JOHN  S.  Wise. 
Northport,  the  Edward  Thompson  Company,  1906. — ^vii,  340  pp. 

This  book  was  prepared,  Mr.  Wise  tells  us,  at  the  solicitation  of  the 
publishers,  though  in  obedience  to  a  long-cherished  wish  "  to  see  the 
discussion  of  the  origin,  nature  and  obligations  of  American  citizenship, 
state  and  national,  reduced  to  compendious  form  in  one  volume." 
Unlike  Mr.  Frederick  Van  Dyne's  recent  work  on  citizenship,  which 
was  reviewed  in  the  Poutical  Science  Quarterly  for  June,  1904,  the 
present  treatise  deals  with  state  as  well  as  federal  citizenship,  and  also 
discusses  the  duties,  obligations,  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  of 
American  citizens.  In  this  respect  it  supplements  Mr.  Van  Dyne's 
treatise,  and  in  consequence  is  likely  to  prove  a  book  of  wider  popular 
interest.  While  Mr.  Van  Dyne  confined  himself  strictly  to  die  legal 
aspect  of  citizenship,  and  federal  citizenship  at  that,  Mr.  Wise  writes 
of  almost  every  phase  of  the  subject,  and  even  of  such  topics  as  suf- 
.  frage,  due  process  of  law,  taxation,  treason,  patriotism,  police  power  and 
other  matters  which  have  at  most  only  an  indirect  bearing  upon  citizen- 
ship. Mr.  Wise's  treatise  is  based  almost  entirely  on  the  statutes  and 
the  decisions  of  the  courts.  He  has  made  no  use  of  treaty  stipulations, 
diplomatic  correspondence,  rulings  of  the  Department  of  State  or  deci- 
sions of  arbitration  commissions,  and  consequently  his  work  fails  to 
contain  a  large  body  of  the  law  of  citizenship,  the  extent  and  import- 
ance of  which  may  be  easily  gathered  from  an  examination  of  Mr.  Van 
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Dyne's  book.  This  is  a  most  serious  defect  and  will  prevent  Mr. 
Wise's  work  from  being  ranked  as  one  of  the  authoritative  legal  treatises. 
He  does  not  seem  to  have  examined  the  excellent  works  of  Van  Dyne 
and  Howard  or  the  less  valuable  ones  of  Moise  and  Webster,  from  all 
of  which  he  could  have  gained  useful  information  both  as  to  the  law  of 
citizenship  and  methods  of  treatment. 

Mr.  Wise's  treatment  of  the  general  nature  of  citizenship  does  not 
measure  up  to  the  standard  attained  in  other  parts  of  his  volume.  He 
has  nothing  to  say  of  the  important  distinction  between  the  Jus  soliy 
which  may  be  called  the  common  law  of  England  and  the  United  States 
on  the  subject  of  citizenship,  and  the  jus  sanguinis^  which  is,  for  the 
most  part,  the  law  of  continental  Europe,  and  which  has  been  intro- 
duced by  statute  into  the  jurisprudence  of  the  United  States  for  deter- 
mining the  status  of  children  born  abroad  to  American  parents.  Of 
the  confusion  arising  out  of  the  conflicts  between  the  two  theories  and 
the  rulings  of  the  Department  of  State  on  the  resulting  problems  as 
they  have  been  presented,  Mr.  Wise  has  nothing  to  say.  In  treating 
of  the  fourteenth  amendment  it  would  have  been  well  to  discuss  the 
meaning  of  the  important  phrase,  "  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  thereof," 
pointing  out  the  excluded  classes.  The  author  refers  to  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Slaughter  House  cases  as  being  the  first  inter- 
pretation of  the  meaning  of  the  above-mentioned  phrase,  but  says 
nothing  about  Justice  Miller's  dictum  that  children  born  in  the  United 
States  of  parents  who  are  subjects  of  foreign  powers  are  excluded  under 
this  provision  from  becoming  citizens — an  interpretation  which  was 
subsequently  rejected  by  the  court  in  the  Wong  Kim  Ark  case.  He 
might  also  have  pointed  out  that  the  definition  of  citizenship  contained 
in  the  fourteenth  amendment  does  not  cover  at  least  two  classes  of 
persons  and  that  consequently  it  was  necessary  to  supplement  the  con- 
stitutional definition  by  statute. 

Mr.  Wise's  treatment  of  citizenship  in  the  dependencies  is  full  and 
interesting  but  contains  a  few  omissions  and  inaccuracies.  On  page 
34  he  refers  to  the  Rasmussen  case,  decided  April  lo,  1905,  as  "de- 
fining the  status  of  Alaskan  citizenship."  The  point  actually  decided 
in  that  case  was  that  Alaska  had,  as  a  result  of  treaty  stipulations  and 
acts  of  Congress,  been  "  incorporated  "  into  the  United  States  and  that 
consequently  the  jury  clauses  of  the  constitution  were  applicable  thereto. 
A  great  deal  was  said  in  the  opinion  concerning  what  constitutes  "or- 
ganization "  and  "  incorporation  "  but  nothing  about  citizenship.  If 
this  decision  may  be  interpreted  as  establishing  the  law  of  citizenship 
in  Alaska  the  same  might  be  said  as  to  the  Philippines  of  the  decision 
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in  the  case  of  Dorr  and  O'Brien  rendered  in  May,  1904,  denjring  the 
applicability  of  the  jury  clauses  in  those  possessions — a  case  to  which 
Mr.  Wise  makes  no  reference.  On  page  44  he  commits  the  error  of 
saying  that  "all  the  civil  rights  guaranteed  by  the  constitution"  have 
been  extended  to  the  Philippines.  A  careful  reading  of  the  act  of  July 
I,  1902,  for  the  temporary  government  of  the  Philippines,  a  measure 
which  reenacted  the  president's  instructions  to  the  Philippine  com- 
missioners in  April,  1900,  will  show  that  the  constitutional  guarantees 
relating  to  trial  by  jury,  indictment  by  grand  jury  and  several  other 
fundamental  matters  were  intentionally  omitted  (32  Stat,  at  Large,  p. 
691,  sec.  5).  Finally,  Mr.  Wise  devotes  several  pages  to  the  subject 
of  Porto  Rican  citizenship  without  mentioning  the  principle  involved 
in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Gonzales  case,  rendered  in 
May,  1 904,  which  held  that  Porto  Ricans  are  not  aliens  to  the  United 
States.  It  would  be  interesting  to  have  Mr.  Wise's  opinion  as  a  con- 
stitutional lawyer  on  the  question  whether  a  person  who  is  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  and  who  is  not  an  alien,  because 
he  owes  allegiance  thereto,  can  be  anything  else  than  a  citizen. 

The  author's  discussion  of  the  mode  of  acquisition  of  citizenship  by 
naturalization  reviews  many  decisions  regarding  the  cases  of  European 
applicants  for  American  citizenship,  but  contains  no  references  to  the 
decisions  concerning  Mexicans,  Japanese,  Burmese  and  Hawaiians  or 
to  polygamists  and  anarchists  of  whatever  race,  although  the  books  are 
full  of  cases  involving  the  right  of  these  classes  of  persons  to  become 
citizens  under  our  laws.  In  his  discussion  of  Indian  citizenship  Mr. 
Wise  seems  to  assume  that  the  allotment  act  affords  the  only  avenue  by 
which  Indians  may  become  citizens,  thus  overlooking  the  act  of  1890 
(26  Stat,  at  Large)  which  extended  the  naturalization  laws  to  Indians 
residing  in  the  Indian  Territory.  Nothing  is  said  of  naturalization  by 
special  act,  by  admission  of  new  states  or  of  the  attitude  of  foreign 
governments  toward  their  subjects  who  have  become  naturalized  Ameri- 
can citizens.  The  statement  on  page  269  that  an  alien  may  not  vote 
is  an  error.  In  at  least  twelve  states  at  the  present  time  aliens  who 
have  declared  their  intention  of  becoming  citizens  are  eligible  as  voters. 
To  the  list  of  privileges  allowed  aliens  (p.  269)  should  be  added  the 
privilege  of  participating  equally  with  citizens  in  the  benefits  of  the 
homestead  laws. 

Mr.  Wise's  treatment  of  the  subject  of  acquisition  of  citizenship  by 
birth  should  certainly  contain  an  analysis  of  the  important  act  of  1855 
which  regulates  the  status  of  children  born  abroad  of  American  parents 
as  well  as  the  practices  of  our  government  with  regard  to  the  status  of 
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chfldren  bom  in  the  United  States  of  parents  who  are  subjects  of  states 
in  which  theyW  sanguinis  prevails.  The  important  subject  of  expatria- 
tion is  disposed  of  lightly.  No  attempt  is  made  to  state  the  rules  of 
our  government  for  determining  what  constitutes  expatriation,  as  those 
rules  have  been  worked  out  in  the  many  cases  that  have  come  before 
the  Department  of  State. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  above  in  criticism  of  Mr. 
Wise*s  book  as  a  treatise  on  the  law  of  citizenship,  it  is  a  useful  and  in- 
teresting work.  To  the  idea  of  state  citizenship  he  makes  a  distinct 
contribution  and  his  discussion  of  civil  rights  under  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  amendments  contains  many  original  and  valuable  suggestions. 

James  Wilford  Garner. 

UNivERSitY  OF  Illinois. 

The  Law  of  Interstate  Commerce  and  its  Federal  Regulation. 
By  Frederick  N.  Judson.  Chicago,  T.  H.  Flood  &  Co.,  1905. — 
xix,  509  pp. 

This  volume  is  the  natural  outgrowth  of  a  tendency  to  prolific  author- 
ship. The  *'  confessed  failure  of  the  system  ' '  of  taxation  in  the  author's 
state  prompted,  in  1900,  his  Taxation  in  Missouri,  This  was  fol- 
lowed, in  1903,  by  his  more  elaborate  Power  of  Taxation^  of  which 
about  one- fifth  was  devoted  to  topics  discussed  in  the  present  work. 
The  increasing  interest  in  the  problems  of  federal  control  of  interstate 
activities  has  readily  justified  the  fresh  treatment  of  those  topics,  and 
has  furnished  the  opportunity  for  elaborating  such  material  into  an 
entire  volume.  This  volume,  as  would  any  new  work  on  such  a  sub- 
ject, will  arouse  some  passing  interest,  although  it  is  doubtful  whether 
there  is  much  to  distinguish  it  essentially  from  the  mass  of  digest- 
commentaries.  With  some  well  directed  effort  it  might  have  been 
made  a  permanent  contribution  to  the  literature  of  the  subject.  The 
field  was  practically  an  open  one.  Only  a  single  volume  on  the  topic 
had  been  written,  and  since  that  appeared,  in  1898,  the  materials 
available  have  naturally  multiplied.  It  seems  doubtful,  however, 
whether  the  author  has  had  ample  opportunity  to  examine  and  avail 
himself  of  all  those  materials.  Occasionally  his  discussion  of  a  topic 
seems  to  add  nothing  to  the  facts  or  theories  of  a  decade  ago.  To  be 
sure,  he  quotes  the  latest  words  of  the  chief  executive  and  the  last  report 
of  the  commissioner  of  corporations,  and  he  cites  or  quotes  the  war  sec- 
retary, to  little  scholastic  purpose,  a  score  of  times ;  but  the  reviewer's 
apprehension  that  the  citations,  which  are  an  essential  index  of  value. 
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do  not  always  bring  one  down  to  date  is  confirmed  in  some  instances  by 
close  scrutiny ;  and  if  the  examination  of  authorities  was  conducted  in 
a  manner  at  all  approaching  that  in  which  the  proof  was  read,  one  would 
certainly  hesitate  to  put  an  unquestioning  reliance  upon  the  book. 

Disregarding  the  fifth  of  the  volume  which  is  given  up  to  lists  and 
index,  practically  one-half  of  the  text  is  devoted  to  a  reprint  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Act,  most  of  the  sections  of  the  text  being  fol- 
lowed by  short  digests  of  decisions  interspersed  with  the  running  com- 
ment of  the  author.  The  arrangement  is  not  especially  useful  for  the 
working  lawyer.  He  may,  at  times,  well  be  in  doubt  as  to  how  much 
is  decision,  how  much  dictum,  and  how  much  editorial  opinion ;  nor  is 
there  anything  to  indicate  whether  a  particular  brief  statement  is  the 
only,  or  the  controlling,  point  of  a  case.  The  form  of  this  isection  will 
not  appeal  to  lawyers  ;  and  to  general  readers  it  will  seem  like  an  aim- 
less ramble.  There  appears  to  be  little  subordination  of  material  to  the 
author  ;  organization  of  material  and  its  interpretation  seem  of  less  im- 
portance than  getting  everything  into  the  book.  For  instance,  section 
208  is  merely  a  series  of  citations,  with  short  statements,  to  illustrate 
'*  undue  preference  in  classification."  It  is  thus  tersely  pointed  out 
that  **  Hostetter's  stomach  bitters  were  held  not  properly  classified  in 
the  first  class  with  other  liquids  similar  in  character,'*  that "  toilet  soap 
was  held  properly  classed  higher  than  laundry  soap,"  that  "  celery  was 
properly  classified  with  vegetables  rather  than  with  fruits,"  that  *«  cow- 
peas  were  held  properly  classed  with  grain,  and  not  with  fertilizers," 
while  in  one  case  cited  it  is  said  merely  that  **  the  principles  of  classi- 
fication were  discussed  and  applied  in  the  case  of  surgical  chairs." 
Such  a  solid  string  of  citations  as  that  on  page  178  hardly  benefits  the 
body  of  a  treatise.  Occasionally,  sentences  seem  to  be  constructed 
rather  unconventionally,  as  on  page  217 ;  while  in  one  instance  the 
author's  haste  has  driven  him  to  commend,  by  incorporation,  some 
well  chosen  words  originally  produced  by  Commissioner  Prouty.  If 
this  portion  of  the  work  could  be  properly  edited — if  the  original  work 
were  separated  from  the  compiled  portion  and  the  purely  illustrative 
material  and  citations  put  into  foot-notes  that  would  not  break  the  con- 
tinuity of  any  real  discussion — the  appearance  of  the  pages  might  be 
considerably  altered,  but  the  value  of  the  book  could  be  much  enhanced. 
The  same  suggestion,  in  a  less  degree,  would  apply  to  the  distinctly 
original  portion  of  the  volume,  consisting  of  some  one  hundred  and 
forty  pages.  This  essay,  which  precedes  the  annotation  of  the  statute, 
discusses  in  a  fairly  readable  way  the  general  topics  presented,  such  as 
the  concurrent  and  exclusive  powers  under  the  constitution,  the  federal 
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regulation  of  interstate  commerce  and  the  federal  control  of  state  regu- 
lation. The  same  general  field  had  already  been  thoroughly  covered 
by  Prentice  and  Egan  in  their  Commerce  Clause^  and  it  is  doubtful  if 
the  later  work  will  in  any  degree  supersede  the  older. 

While  the  author  is  quite  punctilious  in  indicating  the  sources  of  his 
information  and  theories,  it  is  somewhat  noteworthy  that  at  no  point  is 
any  reference  made  to  the  existence  of  the  earlier  work.  This  would 
not  be  matter  of  comment  but  for  the  fact  that  the  present  work  cer- 
tainly owes  something  to  an  introduction  to  the  materials  furnished  by 
its  predecessor.  It  may  readily  be  granted  that  this  obligation  may  be 
no  more  than  one  editor  should  feel  to  an  earlier  worker  by  whom  he 
has,  perhaps  unconsciously  to  himself,  been  somewhat  guided  or  as- 
sisted ;  yet,  in  the  absence  of  any  acknowledgment  of  such  obligation, 
one  caimot  help  noticing  the  close  similarity  between  the  two  books : 
for  instance,  in  their  mention  of  Gibbons  v.  Ogden  (Prentice,  p.  15  ; 
Judson,  p.  9)  and  of  Willson  v.  Blackbird  Creek  Marsh  Co.  (Prentice, 
p.  21  :  Judson,  p.  32)  ;  in  their  characterization  of  "the  original 
package  *'  rule  (Prentice,  p.  70;  Judson,  p.  26)  ;  and  in  the  choice 
by  the  later  writer  of  the  year  1840  (Judson,  p.  4,  note  i ;  Prentice, 
p.  14). 

Mr.  Judson 's  statement  (p.  24)  that  the  original  package  rule  was 
•  •  first  declared  '  *  in  Brown  v.  Maryland  would  hardly  have  been  allowed 
to  stand  unchanged  if  the  writer  had  examined  Freund's  Police  Power ^ 
sec.  81.  For  the  third  proposition  in  the  second  paragraph  on  page 
48  the  author  cites  only  four  cases,  all  of  which  were  cited  in  the  earlier 
work.  He  apparently  ignores  the  later  decisions,  as  he  may  be  entitled 
to  do  ;  but  certainly  some  allusion  should  have  been  made  to  the  unique 
decision  of  Jannin  v.  The  State ,  42  Texas  Crim .  Rep.  ,631.  These  com- 
ments should  not,  however,  detract  from  the  fact  that  the  volume  con- 
tains much  which  is  interesting,  and  also,  much,  such  as  the  tables  of 
decisions  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  which  is  the  result 
of  well  directed  industry. 

The  volume  contains  a  reprint  of  several  pertinent  statutes,  all  readily 
available  for  both  lawyer  and  student.  It  includes  the  rules  of  pro- 
cedure of  the  Commission,  also  easily  available  ;  and  there  are  furnished 
a  few  useful  forms,  but  with  no  mention  of  the  fact  that  they  are  merely 
reprinted  from  the  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Commission. 

H.  A.  C. 
New  York  City. 
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Among  the  interesting  institutions  recently  inaugurated  in  Belgium 
under  the  name  InsHtuts  Solvay  the  Institute  of  Sociology,  presided 
over  by  M.  Emile  Maxweiler  takes  a  prominent  place.  The  literary 
output  of  this  institute  comprises  three  classes  of  productions — (i) 
Notes  and  Memoirs^  being  occasional  sociological  studies  of  an  original 
character,  as  well  as  scientific  criticisms;  (2)  Social  Studies  dealing 
with  the  social  sciences  in  general ;  and  (3)  the  so-called  Actualites 
Sociales  or  small  volumes  designed  to  popularize  the  subject.  Of  thi$ 
last  series  nine  numbers,  varying  in  size  from  90  to  300  pages  have 
appeared  in  1904  and  1905.  The  series  is  inaugurated  by  a  study 
entitled  Principes  d^ orientation  sociaU  by  M.  Solvay,  the  founder  of 
the  Institute,  and  among  the  other  interesting  studies  are  those  on  the 
"Productivity  of  the  Human  Machine;**  "Fatigue  from  a  Military 
Point  of  View  ;**  **  Insurance  and  Poor  relief  from  a  Medical  Point  of 
View;**  "Corporate  Abuses**  and  "Tenement-House  Labor.*'  Thestud- 
ies  are  not  confined  to  Belgium,  as  in  the  case  of  the  '*  Belgian  Coal 
Industry  '*  but  treat  of  other  countries,  as  the  "  Protection  Movement  in 
England,**  and  "  the  Struggle  against  Degeneration  in  Great  Britain." 

M.  Jean  Jaur^s*s  Studies  in  Socialism  (London,  the  Independent 
Labor  Party,  1906)  is  a  conspicuously  able  defense  of  that  wing  of  the 
Socialist  party  which  seeks  through  gradual  reforms,  rather  than  through 
revolution,  to  compass  the  reorganization  of  industrial  society.  One 
of  the  greatest  merits  of  this  book  is  its  freedom  from  the  intolerant 
spirit  which  even  the  greatest  socialistic  writers  display  toward  fellow 
Socialists  who  disagree  with  them  upon  matters  of  practical  policy. 
Under  the  leadership  of  men  like  Jaures  the  Socialist  party  would 
quickly  cease  to  be  an  object  of  dread  even  for  those  who  most  abhor 
its  principles.  M.  Jaures  insists  vigorously  upon  the  necessity  of  win- 
ning over  to  socialism  the  vast  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  state 
before  any  endeavor  should  be  made  to  introduce  the  socialistic  scheme 
in  its  entirety.  Even  a  respectable  minority  devoted  to  existing  insti- 
tutions would,  in  his  opinion,  prove  an  insuperable  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  a  socialistic  state.  This  view  he  fortifies  with  arguments  drawn  from 
history  and  from  common  sense  which  it  would  be  extremely  difficult 
for  the  revolutionary  socialist  to  refute. 

In  the  fifth  edition  of  Professor  Werner  Sombart's  Sotialismus  und 
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saxiale  Bewegung  (Fischer,  Jena)  the  fects  have  been  brought  down  to 
the  beginning  of  1906  and  the  whole  work  has  been  remodeled.  So 
scrupulously  fair  has  the  author  been  that  he  is  often  mistaken  for  a 
Socialist,  whereas  a  careful  scrutiny  of  the  book  would  disclose  the  fact 
that  the  contrary  is  the  case.  In  its  new  form  the  work  has  all  the 
charm  of  the  old  one,  which  has  been  translated  into  all  the  important 
modem  languages,  and  which  has  in  Germany  reached  a  sale  of  over 
30,000  copies. 

In  a  little  volume  entitled  Christian  Socialism  in  England  (London, 
Swan  Sonnenschein  &  Co.,  1903  ;  viii,  208  pp.)  Dr.  Arthur  V.  Wood- 
worth  gives  a  scholarly  though  not  very  entertaining  account  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  Christian  Socialist  movement.  The  main  emphasis  of  the 
book  is  placed  upon  the  religious  and  ethical  aspects  of  the  movement ; 
the  discussion  of  the  social  aspect  is  somewhat  hazy,  as  was  perhaps  in- 
evitable, since  the  Christian  Socialists  themselves  appear  to  have  had 
no  very  clear  ideas  as  to  the  social  order  which  they  hoped  would  in 
time  replace  the  competitive  society  in  which  they  lived. 

One  of  the  most  picturesque  figures  in  the  early  anarchist  movement 
in  the  United  States  was  Josiah  Warren.  An  interesting  light  is  thrown 
on  his  struggles  by  William  Bailie  in  the  little  biography  entitled  Josiah 
Warren^  the  First  American  Anarchist,  A  Sociological  Study. 
(Boston  :  Small,  Maynard  &  Co.)  The  book  does  not  purport  to  be  a 
scientific  analysis  of  his  doctrines,  for  which  the  author  is  evidently  un- 
qualified. It  is  worthy  of  note  to  find  the  statement  that  **  Warren's 
theories  of  value  and  the  reward  of  labor  were  not  put  forth  as  an  ex- 
planation of  existing  economic  phenomena,  but  rather  as  the  principles 
which,  in  a  perfectly  free  state  of  society,  would  govern  economic  re- 
lations." The  author  of  Cost^  the  Limit  of  Price ,  must  hence  be  re- 
garded as  an  amiable  utopist. 

One  of  the  latest  volumes  in  the  Selections  and  Documents  in  Eco- 
nomics edited  by  Professor  Ripley  is  Selected  Readings  in  Public 
Finance,  by  Charles  J.  Bullock.  (Ginn  &  Co.)  The  editor  of  this 
compilation  provides  a  chapter  on  the  literature  of  public  finance  and 
also  furnishes  the  connecting  links  between  extracts  from  widely  vary- 
ing sources.  The  chief  criticism  to  be  passed  upon  what  is  in  other 
respects  a  most  useful  work  is  the  comparatively  slight  attention  paid  to 
specificaUy  American  problems.  The  treatment  of  the  general  prop- 
erty tax  and  of  the  corporation  tax — ^which  form  the  central  points  in 
the  American  revenue  systems — is  wholly  inadequate ,  and  almost  no 
attention  is  paid  to  recent  developments.  In  a  future  edition  it  would 
be  wise  to  supplement  the  Massachusetts  Rei)ort  by  those  of  some  of 
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jther  states,  and  of  orgaoitatiom  10&e  the  New  York  Tax  Refonn 
riaiicm. 

Dshifo-Hattori,  sometime  FcUow  id  Social  Science  at  PrmcetOD 

yersity  ha«  published  a  study  od  Laial  Finance  in  Japan  in  Bfim- 

i&  impenal  Finance*     llie  monograph ,  which  co^'ers  a  lield  that 

n  new  lo  occidental  students,  is  on\y  a  sketch ,  based  on  rathei 

taa^rial,  and  is  of  interest  cluefly  as  Qlustrating  the  geneml 

m.     The  English  is  ratbef  betler  than  is  usually  found  in  Japanese 

mJHiI  dissertations^  hot  is  still  far  from  smooth  ;  and  there  are  entirely 

oiany   miiprmts,  as   ''compromises'*  for  '^comprises*'   (p.  4), 

w-Fugo**  several  times  for  ••  Row*Fogo**  (p,  61 ),  and  repetitions 

'ntire  lines  as  on  p.  14  and  elsewhere. 

r-  Percy  Kinnaini's  The  I^^al  T/nd^r  Pre^Um  ( Chicago  ^  Ains- 

ft  &  Co.^  1904  ;  11%  pp,)  is  the  highly  imaginative  and  unreliable 

ict  of  ft  Nashville  lawyer.     Aside  from  his  general  disregard  for 

whai  seems  most  characteristic  of  the  author  is  bis  animoaitj 

w  Engtatid  and  ^*  the  East '   generally  and  his  appaient  be- 

t  aii  human  greed  and  cunc  nd  their  embodiment  in  the  Re- 

ieac  party.     His  central  thesis  ui     at  government  issue  of  full  legal 

;r  paper  is  a  ^lanacea  for  most     attonal  ills  and  that  failure  to 

^jft  such  a  money  system  is  a  sujj     ent  ex]>!afiation  of  the  decay  of 

The  merit  of  the  little  volume  published  anonymously  under  the 

title,  A  Corner  in  Gold  and  Our  Money  Laws  (London,  P.'S.  King 
&  Son,  1904),  lies  in  its  plea  for  greater  elasticity  in  the  paper-money 
system  of  Cireat  Britain  ;  but  the  exposition  constantly  betrays  super- 
ficial acquaintance  with  the  general  theory  of  money.  Nearly  half  of 
the  volume  (pp.  113-200)  is  an  appendix  giving  in  full  two  speeches 
of  Sir  Roliert  Peel  (May  6  and  May  20,  1844)  on  the  subjects  of  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter  and  the  state  of  the  law  respecting  cur- 
rency and  banking. 

H.  Stanley  Jevons's  Essays  on  Economics  (London,  Macmillan  & 
Co.,  1905  ;  xi,  280  pp.)  is  in  form  an  elementary  text-book  in  eco- 
nomic theory.  As  such  it  covers  only  a  limited  portion  of  the  field. 
Aside  from  the  introduction,  the  book  contains  only  six  chapters: 
**  Pleasure  and  Pain  ;"  *'  Utility  ;"  **  I^bor  ;"  **  Exchange  and  Capital ;" 
**  Rent  "  and  **  Production."  In  his  general  view  of  economic  method 
Mr.  Jevons  follows  closely  the  ideas  of  his  father,  the  late  W.  Stanley 
Jevons ;  hence  no  one  need  be  surprised  that  the  pseudo-psychology  of 
the  hedonic  school  is  again  put  forward  as  a  satisfactory  basis  for  eco- 
nomic reasoning.     **  That  ambiguous  and  dangerous  term,  value,**  is 
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avoided  altogether ;  and  '<  cost "  is  limited  to  the  meaning  of  money 
cost.  However  little  one  may  be  disposed  to  accept  many  of  the 
author's  views,  one  must  recognize  in  this  little  book  a  quality  of  vigor- 
ous thought  and  of  definite  expression  which  is  unfortunately  rare  in 
much  of  current  economic  writing. 

In  view  of  the  remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  economics  text 
books  of  American  origin,  it  is  somewhat  surprising  that  a  publisher 
should  find  it  profitable  to  place  on  the  market  a  translation  of  a  for- 
eign text-book,  even  though  the  work  is  one  possessing  so  many  ad- 
mirable qualities  as  Professor  Emile  Levasseur*s  Elements  0/  Political 
Economy  {Xi2CD&\sXed  by  Theodore  Marburg:  Macmillan,  1905).  The 
translation  is  excellent,  and  preserves  much  of  the  literary  quality  of 
the  original.  As  an  introductory  work,  this  book  has  the  merit  of  ex- 
treme lucidity.  In  spite  of  additions  and  changes  made  by  the  trans- 
lator, it  is,  however,  essentially  a  foreign  work.  The  illustrative 
material  is  almost  all  drawn  from  French  economic  life,  and  the  prob- 
lems discussed  are  selected  with  regard  to  the  needs  of  French  students. 
Thus  a  considerable  space  is  devoted  to  the  trade  guilds  of  Europe ,  but 
none  to  trusts  in  America.  The  treatment  of  theoretical  problems, 
moreover,  is  somewhat  obsolete.  It  is  therefore  doubtful  whether  the 
book  will  prove  available  for  use  in  American  colleges. 

Mr.  Frank  Julian  Wame's  Coal  Mine  Workers  (New  York:  Long- 
mans, 1905  ;  x,  252  pp.)  is  a  sympathetic  account  of  the  organization, 
methods  and  aims  of  the  United  Mine  Workers.  Events  which  have 
occurred  since  the  publication  of  Mr.  Wame's  book  corroborate  his 
view  that  the  mine- workers'  union  is  a  conservative  organization,  and 
that  it  is  fortunate  in  having  a  leader  of  unusual  sagacity.  The  book 
is  written  in  a  scientific  spirit,  if  one  excepts  a  tendency  at  times  to 
condone  violence  on  the  part  of  the  union  against  non-union  men. 
Since  the  union  is  avowedly  an  open  one,  making  no  discriminations  on 
account  of  race  or  color,  and  charging  very  moderate  fees  and  dues, 
the  author  is  disposed  to  join  with  the  unionists  in  regarding  as  enemies 
of  mankind  those  who  obstinately  refuse  to  become  members. 

In  number  5  of  the  Social  Science  Series  of  the  Colorado  College 
Studies  Mr.  B.  M.  Rastall  discusses  The  Cripple  Creek  Strike  of 
1893.  The  material  has  been  drawn  in  large  part  from  actual  partici- 
pants and  eye  witnesses,  and  as  a  consequence  the  external  history  of 
the  strike  is  described  with  fairness  and  accuracy.  But  we  miss  with 
unimportant  exceptions  anything  more  than  this  mere  chronicle  of 
events. 
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A  Comparison:  The  Brassworkers  of  Berlin  and  Birmingham 
(London :  P.  S.  King  and  Son,  1905)  is  a  monograph  of  more  dian 
local  interest.  In  it  three  representatives  of  Birmingham,  a  manufact- 
urer, a  trade  imionist  and  a  philanthropist,  give  a  simple  report  of  the 
impressions  made  upon  them  by  a  study  of  the  formative  influences  in 
the  lives  of  Berlin's  brassworkers.  It  is  striking  testimony  to  the 
changed  temper  of  the  erstwhile  self-confident,  not  to  say  self-satisfied, 
Briton,  that  at  almost  every  point  the  comparison  made  is  favorable  to 
Berlin.  Quite  as  suggestive  is  the  explanation  of  the  superior  lot  in 
life  of  the  Berlin  brassworker  that  is  offered  :  more  sensible  social  stand- 
ards and  customs,  and  better  provision  by  the  state  for  trade  education, 
relief  in  time  of  sickness  or  unemployment  and  care  in  old  age.  The 
point  about  the  benevolent  institutions  of  Berlin  that  most  impresses 
these  visitors  is  the  sharp  distinction  made  between  the  self-  respecting 
victims  of  misfortune  and  the  vicious  and  vagrant.  Their  conclusion 
in  reference  to  the  much-criticised  system  of  compulsory  insurance  is 
altogether  i^vorable  and  they  go  so  i^r  as  to  say  :  <'  the  idea  of  com- 
pulsion in  such  cases  is  perhaps  repugnant  to  the  traditions  of  English- 
men ,  but  it  is  a  matter  for  thoughtful  consideration  whether  this  sort  of 
submission  [to  law]  denotes  that  the  German  is  ahead  or  behind  the 
Briton  in  his  attitude  towards  it."  The  pamphlet  is  to  be  commended 
as  a  valuable  addition  to  that  still  all  too  small  body  of  literature  which 
attempts  to  go  below  a  mere  surface  comparison  of  the  money  wages 
paid  in  different  lands  to  a  study  of  those  factors  which  contribute  to 
permanent  well-being. 

An  excellent  example  of  the  kind  of  useful  work  that  can  be  done  by 
local  authorities  under  enlightened  suggestion  and  assistance  is  the  neat 
and  well  printed  Records  of  the  Town  of  Hanover^  N.  H, ,  prepared 
and  issued  under  the  supervision  of  Professors  H.  D.  Foster  and  S.  B. 
Fay,  of  Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  G.  M.  Bridgman,  the  town  clerk.  The 
volume  contains  the  official  proceedings  of  the  town  meeting  of 
Hanover  from  the  founding  of  the  town  in  i76itoi8i8.  In  such 
quaint  records  as  are  here  made  easily  accessible  to  all  students,  both 
history  and  political  science  find  the  best  possible  material.  Here  is 
the  town  meeting  of  actuality — a  wholesome  antidote  to  the  town  meet- 
ing of  fancy  which  has  figured  in — and  disfigured — the  works  of  some 
enthusiastic  admirers  of  what  they  thought  ought  to  have  been  our  early 
institutions. 
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1889,  offering  to  men  and  women,  reqxctivdjr,  prognmmes  of  study 
which  majr  be  begun  either  in  September  or  February  and  wfaidi  lead 
normally  m  from  three  to  four  years  to  the  d^;recs  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Science.  Tlie  programme  of  study  in  Colmnbia 
College  makes  it  possible  for  a  well  qualified  student  to  satisfy  the  re- 
quirements for  both  the  bachelor's  d^ree  in  arts  or  sdenoe  and  a  pro- 
fessional degree  in  law,  medicine,  technology  or  edncation  in  six,  five 
and  a  half  or  five  years  as  the  case  may  be. 

The  Faculties  of  Political  Sdanes,  FUtaofl^  and  Pva  Sckact, 
offering  advanced  programmes  of  study  and  investigation  leading  to  the 
degrees  of  Btfaster  of  Arts  and  Doctor  of  Philosophy. 

The  professional  schools  of 
Law,  established  in  1858,  offering  courses  of  three  years  leading  to  the 

degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
Msdicine.    The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  established  in 
1807,  offering  four-year  courses  leading  to  the  d^ree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine. 
MlnMi  founded  in  1863,  offering  courses  of  four  years  leading  to  de- 
grees in  Mining  Engineering  and  in  Metallurgy. 
Chemistry  and  Xnsinaering,  set  apart  from  School  of  Mines  in  1896, 
offering  four-year  courses  leading  to  degrees  in  Chemistry  and 
in  Civil,  Electrical,  Mechanical  and  Chemical  Engineering. 
Ttachers  College,  founded  in  1888,  offering  programmes  of  study  each 
of  two  years  leading  to  professional  diplomas  and  degrees  in  ele- 
mentary or  secondary  teaching  or  some  branch  Siereof,  and 
advanced  programmes  leading  to  the  Master's  and  Doctor's 
diplomas  in  Education. 
line  Arts,  offering  a  programme  of  indeterminate  length  leading  to  a 
certificate  or  a  degree  in  Architecture,  and  a  programme  in 
Music,  for  which  suitable  academic  recognition  will  be  given. 
Pharmacy.     The  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy,  founded  in  1831, 
offering  courses  of  two  and  three  years  leading  to  appropriate 
certificates  and  degrees. 
In  the  Summer  Session  the  University  offers  courses  giving  both 
general  and  professional  training  which  may  be  taken  either  with  or 
without  regard  to  an  academic  degree  or  diploma. 

Through  its  system  of  Extension  Teaching  the  University  offers 
many  courses  of  study  to  persons  unable  otherwise  to  receive  academic 
training. 

In  September,  1905,  two  Residence  Halls  were  opened  with  accom- 
modations for  five  hundred  men.  There  are  also  residence  halls  for 
women. 

The  price  of  the  University  Catalogue  is  twenty-five  cents  post- 
paid. Detailed  information  regarding  the  work  in  any  department 
will  be  furnished  without  charge  upon  application  to  the  Secretary  of 
Columbia  University^  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Studies  in  History,  Economics  and  Public  Law 
Pacolty  o!  Political  Science  of  Colombia  University 


VOLUME  1. 1891-2.    2nd.  Ed..  1897.   396  pp.    Price.  $3.0a 

I.  Tta«  Diroroe  Problem.    A  Study  in  SUtietics. 

By  Waltkr  F.  Willcox,  Ph.D.    Price,  75  cents, 
s.  The  Hietofy  of  Tariff  Administration  in  the  United  States,  from  Colonial 
Times  to  the  KcKinley  Administratiye  Bill. 

By  John  Dean  Goss,  Ph.D.    Price,  $ijoo. 

3.  Histoiy  of  Mnnicipal  Land  Ownership  on  Manhattan  Island. 

By  George  Ashton  Black,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  i.oa 

4.  Financial  History  of  Kassachosetts. 

By  Charles  H.  J.  Douglas,  Ph.D.    (Not  told  separotdy^ 

VOLUME  n,  1892-93.    503  pp.    Price,  $3.0a 

I.  The  Economics  of  the  Russian  Village. 

By  Isaac  A.  Hourwich,  Ph.D.    (Out  o/^rmt.) 

a.  Bankruptcy.    A  Stody  in  CompaiatiTe  Legislation. 

By  Samuel  W.  Dunscomb,  Jr.,  Ph.D.  Price,  %i,QO, 
3.  Special  Assessments:  A  Stndy  in  Mnnicipal  Finance. 

By  Victor  Rosewater,  Ph.D.    Second  Edition,  1898.  Price,  f  1.00. 

V0LX7ME  m,  1893.    465  pp.   Price,  $3.00. 

I.  *History  of  Elections  in  the  American  Colonies. 

By  Cortland  F.  Bishop,  Ph.D.    Price,  ^1.50. 

a.  The  Commercial  Policy  of  England  toward  the  American  Colonies. 

By  George  L.  Beer,  A.M.     Price,  I1.50.     {Not  sold  separateh.) 

V0LX7ME  IV,  1893-94.    438  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

1.  Financial  History  of  Virginia.      By  William  Z.  Ripley,  Ph.D.    Price,  |i.oo. 
a.  The  Inheritance  Tax.  By  Max  West,  Ph.D.    (Not  sold  separately,) 

3.  History  of  Taxation  in  Vermont. 

By  Frederick  A.  Wood,  Ph.D.     Price,  |i.oo.     (Not  sold  separately.) 

VOLUME  V,  1895-96.    498  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

I.  Doable  Taxation  in  the  United  States. 

By  Francis  Walker,  Ph.D.    Price,  |i.oa 

s.  The  Separation  of  Goyemmental  Powers. 

By  William  Bondy,  LL.B.,  Ph.D.    Price,  >i.oa 

8*  Kimicipal  Goyemment  in  Michigan  and  Ohio. 

By  Delos  F.  Wilcox,  Ph.D.    Price,  tijoo. 

VOLUME  VI.  1896.    601  pp.    Price,  $4.00. 

History  of  Proprietary  Goyemment  in  Pennsylyania. 

By  William  Robert  Shepherd,  Ph.D.     Price,  $^joo\  boond,  $4.Sa 


VOLUME  Vn,  1886.    512n.   Ftiee.$3.00. 

I.  HistOTy  of  the  Traotition  from  Pronrindal  to  Oommonwealtli  Govvmnieiit  te 
IfitBifhufffttit  By  Hault  A.  Gushing,  Ph.D.    Price,  fijoa 

s.  SpaciiUtion  on  the  Stock  and  Produce  Eaccfaanf  es  of  the  United  Statee. 

By  Henry  Crosby  Emrry,  Fh.D.    Price,  ^1.50^ 

VOLUME  Vm.  189e-9a    551pp.    Friee.$3.50. 

I.  The  Strngsle  between  President  Johnson  and  Oonsress  orer  Reconstniction. 
By  Charles  Ernest  Chadssy,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  i.oa 

s.  Recent  Centralizing  Tendencies  in  State  Bdncational  Administration. 

By  William  Clarence  Webster,  Ph.D.    Price,  75  cents. 

3*  The  Abolition  of  Priyateering  and  the  Declaration  of  Paris. 

By  Francis  R.  Stark,  LL..B.,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  i.oa 

'4.  Poblic  Administration  in  Kassachosetts.    The  Relation  of  Central  to  Local 
ActiTitj.  By  Robert  Harvey  Whitten,  Ph.D.    Price,  $i.oix 

YOUnSE  IX,  IBdl-BS.    617  pp.   Friee,  $3.5a 

I .  ^English  Local  GoTemment  of  To-day.    A  Study  of  the  Relations  of  Central 
and  Local  Government        By  Milo  Roy  Maltbie,  Ph.D.    Price,  $2X)o. 
a.  German  Wage  Theories.    A  History  of  their  Derdopment. 

By  James  W.  Crook,  Ph.D.    Price,  $iJOO, 

S.  The  Centralization  of  Administration  in  New  York  State. 

By  John  Archibald  Fairlie,  Ph.l>.    Price,  f  1.0a 

V0LX7ME  X,  1898-99.    500  pp.    Price.  $3.00. 

I.  Sympathetic  Strikes  and  Sympathetic  Lockouts. 

By  Fred  S.  Hall,  Vh.D.    Price,  li.oo. 
a.  *Rhode^sland  and  the  Formation  of  the  Union. 

By  Frank  Greene  Bates,  Ph.D.    Price,  #1.50. 
3.  Centralized  Administration  of  Liquor  Laws  in  the  American  Common- 
wealths. By  Clement  Moore  Lacey  Sites,  Ph.D.    Price  ^i.oa 

VOLUME  XI,  1899.    495  pp.    Price,  $3.50. 

The  Growth  of  Cities.  By  Adna  Ferrin  Weber,  Ph.D. 

VOLUME  Xn,  1899-1900.    586  pp.    Priee,  $3.50. 

I.  History  and  Fonctions  of  Central  Labor  Unions. 

By  William  Maxwell  Burks,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  1.0a 

a.  Colonial  Immigration  Laws. 

By  Edward  Emberson  Proper,  A.M.    Price,  75  cents. 

3.  History  of  Military  Pension  Legislation  in  the  United  States. 

By  William  Henry  Glasson,  Ph.D.    Price,  $i.oa 

4.  History  of  the  Theory  of  Soyereignty  since  Rousseau. 

By  Charles  E.  Merriam,  Jr.,  Th,D,    Price,  f  1.50. 


VOLUME  Zm,  190L    570  pp.    Priee.  $3.50. 

I.  The  legyl  Propertj  SeUtioiit  of  ■axried  PartiM. 

By  IsiDOR  LoEB,  Ph.D.  Price,  f  1.50. 
s.  PttUtical  HatiTittn  ia  Hew  York  SUte. 

By  Louis  Dow  Scisco,  Ph.D.  Price,  |2.oa 
9.  Tkt  RaooDftnietioii  of  Georgia. 

By  Edwin  C.  Woolley,  Ph.D.  Price,  |i.oa 

VOLUME  XIV.  1901-1902.    576  pp.    Price.  $3.50. 

I.  Localism  in  Hew  York  during  the  American  ReTOlntion. 

By  Alexander  Clarence  Flick,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  2.0a 

a.  The  Soonomie  Theory  of  Riak  and  Inanranoe. 

By  Allan  H.  Willett,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  1.50. 

S.  The  Baatem  Qneetion :  A  Stndy  in  Diplomacy. 

By  Stephen  P.  H.  Duggan,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  1.5a 

VOLUME  XV,  1902.    427  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

Crime  in  ita  Relatione  to  Social  Progrese. 

By  Arthur  Cleveland  Hall,  Ph.D. 

VOLUME  XVI,  1902-1903.    547  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

I.  The  Paat  and  Preeent  of  Commerce  in  Japan. 

By  Yetaro  Kinosita,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  1.5a 

a.  The  Employment  of  Women  in  the  Clothing  Trade. 

By  Mabel  Hurd  Willett,  Ph.D.    Price,  $i.sa 

$.  The  Centralisation  of  Administration  in  Ohio. 

By  Samuel  P.  Oeth,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  1.50. 

VOLUME  XVn,  1903.    635  pp.    Price,  $3.50. 

X.  *Centralixing  Tendencies  in  the  Administration  of  Indiana. 

By  William  A.  Rawles,  Ph.D.    Price,  I2.50. 
a.  Prindplee  of  Justice  in  Taxation. 

By  Stephen  F.  Weston,  Ph.D.    Price,  |2.oow 

VOLUME  XVm,    1903.    753  pp.   Price.  $4.00. 

X.  The  Administration  of  Iowa. 

By  Harold  Martin  Bowman,  Ph.D.  Price,  |i. 50. 

a.  Tnrgot  and  the  Six  Edicts.       By  Robert  P.  Shepherd,  Ph.D.  Price,  I1.5Q. 
3.  Hanover  and  Pmssia,  1795-1803. 

By  Guy  Stanton  Foed,  Ph.D.  Price,  ^.00. 

VOLUME  XIX,  1903-1905.    588  pp.    Price,  $3.50. 

I.  Joeiah  Tucker,  Economist. 

By  Walter  Ernest  Clark,  Ph.D.    Price,  I1.50. 

a*  History  and  Criticism  of  the  Lahor  Theory  of  Value  in  English  Political 
Economy. 

By  Albert  C.  Whitaker,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  1.5a 
3.  Trade  Unions  and  the  Law  in  Hew  York. 

By  George  Goeham  Geoat,  Ph.D.    Price,  $ixxk 


VOLUME  ZX,  1904.   514  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

I.  The  Oflloo  of  Jwtioe  of  the  Peace  in  England. 

By  Charles  Austin  Bkard,  Ph.D.    Price,  $1.50. 

a.  A  Hiatory  of  Military  Goyemment  in  Newly  Acquired  Territory  of  tht 

United  Statea.  By  David  Y.  Thomas,  Ph.D.     Pnce,  52^ 

VOLUME  ZXI,  1904.    746  pp.    Price.  $4.00. 

I.  *Treatieay  their  Kaking  and  Enforcement. 

By  Samuel  B.  Crandall,  Hi.D.    Price  11.5a 

a.  The  Sociology  of  a  Hew  York  City  Block. 

By  Thomas  Jesse  Jones,  Ph.D.    Pricc|i.oo. 
3.  Pre-Malthnaian  Doctrines  of  Population. 

By  Charles  £.  Stangeland,  Ph.D.    Price,  ^.50. 

VOLUME  XXn,  1905.   520  pp.   Price,  $3.00. 

The  Historical  Development  of  the  Poor  Law  of  Connecticnt. 

By  Edward  W.  Capen,  Ph.D 

VOLUME  XXm,  1905.    594  pp.   Price,  $3.50. 

z.  The  Bconomica  of  Land  Tennre  in  Georgia. 

By  Enoch  Marvin  Banks,  Fh.D.    Price,  |i.oa 

a.  Mistake  in  Contract.    A  Stndy  in  CompaiatiTe  Jorisprndence. 

By  Edwin  C.  McKeag,  Ph.D.    Price,  #1.00. 

3.  Combination  in  the  Mining  Industry. 

By  Henry  R.  Mussey,  Ph.D.    Price,  f  i.oa 

4.  The  English  Craft  Gilds  and  the  Goremment. 

By  Stella  Kramer,  HlD.    Price,  |i.oa 

VOLUME  ZXIV,  1905.    521  pp.    Price,  $3.00. 

I.  The  Place  of  Magic  in  the  Intellectnal  History  of  Europe. 

By  Lynn  Thorndike,  Ph.D.    Price,  75  cents. 

a.  The  Becleaiaatical  Edicts  of  the  Theodosian  Code. 

By  William  K.  Boyd,  Ph.D.    Price,  75  cents. 

5.  *The  International  Poaition  of  Japan  as  a  Great  Power. 

By  Seiji  G.  Hishida,  Ph.D.    Price,  $2.oa 


The  price  for  each  vcikane  is  for  the  set  of  monographs  in  paper.  Each  vobsme, 
as  weUasthe separate  monographs  marked*,  can  he  suppUed  in  doth  bound  copies, 
for  SOe.  additional. 

The  set  of  twenty -fear  volnmea  (except  that  Vol.  II  can  be  supplied 

only  In  unbound  nos.  a  and  3)  Is  offered  bound  for  $75. 

Volumes  I,  III  and  IV  can  now  be  supplied  only  In 

connection  with  complete  sets. 


For  forther  information,  apply  to 

Prof.  BDWIN  R.  A.  SBLIOMAN,  Columbia  University, 

or  to  the  MACMILLAN  COMPANY,  New  York. 

London!  P.  S.  ¥aH^  a^.  SOM«  Orchard  House,  Westminster 


SELECTIONS  AND  DOCUMENTS 
IN  ECONOMICS 

Edited  by  Professor  WILLIAM  Z.  RIPLEY  of  Harvard  Uoiversity 


An  application  of  the  case  system  of  the  law 
schools  to  the  teaching  of  economics 


TRUSTS.  POOLS.  AND  CORPORATIONS 

Edited,  with  an  iDtroduction,  by  WILLIAM  Z.  RIPLEY.  Professor  of 
EcoDomics  io  Harvard  University 

A  collection  of  important  documents  by  economic  and  legal  specialists, 
dealing  with  the  greatest  problem  in  domestic  politics  now  before  the  country. 


TRADE  UNIONISM  AND  LABOR  PROBLEMS 

Edited,  with  an  Introduction,  by  JOHN  R.  COMMONS,  Professor  of  Political 
Economy  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin 

This  book  docs  for  the  problems  of  lalxjr  what  Ripley's  "Trusts,  Poob. 
and  G)rporations"  does  for  the  problems  of  capital.  The  entire  field  of  labor 
is  thus  covered  by  a  series  of  actual  cases  with  the  attendant  circumstances. 


SOCIOLOGY  AND  SOCIAL  PROGRESS 

By  THOMAS  N.  CARVER.  Professor  of  Political  Economy  in  Harvard  Univ'y 


SELECTED  READINGS  IN  PUBLIC  FINANCE 

By  CHARLES  J.  BULLOCK,  Asst.  Prof,  of  Economics  in  Harvard  University 


GINN  &  COMPANY  Publishers 

Boston  New  York         Chicago  London 

Atlanta  Dallas  San  Francisco        Columbus 


The  JotiPDal  of  Political  EcoDomy 

Announcement  to 

®ut  yotef0n  anD  Bmetfcan  Sttl>6crfbcr0 
Xibrartans 

To  be  £COnomf0t0  Annual 

Issued  Itsen  Ot  Bfrafr0  Sabscnption 

Monthly  Cofitrtbutore  $3.00 

^ournalietd 
publidbet0 

A  MONTHLY  JOURNAL  OF  POUTXCAL  SG0N0M7  SNfeSCIIberS 

Beginning  with  Volume  XIV.  January,  1906,  Thb  Jouknax.  or  PoLxncAL  Economy 
will  be  issued  as  a  MONTHLY  in  ten  numbers  a  year,  becoming  the  only  American 
scientific  economic  journal  published  monthly.    The  support  which  has  been  accorded 
the  Journal  during  its  thirteen  years  of  puUicatioo  warrants  the  editors'  confidence 
at  this  time  in  assuming  the  additional  expense  inTolved  in  monthly  publication. 

SiibKfilxn 

SUBSCRIPTION  TO  REMAIN  $3.00  CllmMUlf 

While  publication  monthly  involves  increased  expenditure,  it  is  nevertheless  proposed 
to  make  no  increase  in  the  subscri|»tion  price  ot  the  Jouknax.,  wliich  will  remam  ^3.00, 
the  price  of  separate  numbers  being  fixed  at  35  cents.    As  issues  are  strictly  limited  in 
number,  the  editors  cannot  insure  libraries,  which  do  iK>t  subscribe  at  once,  complete 
files.    To  obtain  their  subscriptions  at  this  time  and  avoid  embarrassment  in  the  future, 
special  offers  are  made  to  libraries.    Address  bdow  for  details. 

Cibraiiaai 

AN  ENLARGEMENT  IN  SCOPE  €COttOiniSt 

In  the  form  of  a  MONTHLY,  it  is  believed,  the  Journal  can  render  greater  servios 
than  is  possible  through  quarteriy  issues,  especially  in  the  orompt  mention  and  review 
of  current  literature.    The  Book  Review  Department  wifi  be  made  exhaustive,  covering 
in  its  reviews  and  puUication  lists  the  whole  field  of  economic  writing. 

ecoKoaim 

A  PEAOnCAL  JOUEITAL  IDm  Of  JinalW 

Thb  Joitrnal  op  Politxcal  Economy  has  been  since  its  establishment  especially 
devoted  to  the  discussion  of  practical  economic  problems.    In  this  field  of  pracncal 
economics  it  has  been  without  competitors.    While  its jpages  are  not  closed  to  theocectical 
contributions  of  value,  its  practical  character  wul  oe  coosistentiy  maintained  as  a 
MONTHLY. 

mea  of  Hffalrs 

AN  ASSOCIATE  BOARD  OF  EDITORS  eOBtrftatOTS 

To  insure  absolute  Catholicism  in  editorial  policy,  and  to  widen  the  scope  of  interest, 
an  Advisory  Board  of  Editors,  composed  of  eminent  American  and  foceign  scholars, 
editors,  statesmen,  and  citizens,  nas  been  organised  to  co-opcxate  with  the  Faculty  of 
PoUtical  Economy  at  the  University  of  Chicago. 

eoatribaton 

TIMELINESS  INSURED  JOWTHaWtfl 

The  issue  of  the  Journal  MONTHLY  insures  timeliness  in  the  scientific  discussioo  of 
current  economic  problems. 

Soamalim 

A  MONTHLY  REVIEW  OF  CURRENT  ECONOMIC  LITERATURE  PablfAm 

Publishers  and  economists  will  be  interested  in  the  regular  montlily  summary  of  new 
publications,  which  will  afford  a  more  frequent  and  Immediate  ■odium  of  annminrwnept. 

PAliibm  
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CHICAGEO  AHD  HEW  YORK 

Otto,  HAUuissowm,  Ldpag 


The  Quarterly  Journal  of  Econoinics. 

Published  for  Harvard  University. 


Books,  periodicals,  and  manuscript  to  be  addressed,  EDITORS  of  QUAR- 
TERLY JOURNAL  OF  ECONOMICS,   Cambridge,  Mass. 

Business  letters  to  be  addressed,  GEO.  H.  ELLIS  CO.,  Pablishers, 
37a  Congress  Street,  Boston,  Mass.    Subscription,  $3.00  a  year. 


Editor. 
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POLITICAL    SCIENCE 
QUARTERLY 

THE  RUSSIAN  PEASANT  AND  AUTOCRACY 

I 

YEARS  ago  one  could  find  occasionally  in  Russian  peasant 
huts  pictures  of  Louis  Napoleon,  carefully  cut  out  from 
a  daily  newspaper  or  from  a  weekly  and  nailed  on  the 
wall,  perhaps  side  by  side  with  a  cheap  chromo  of  Alexander 
II,  in  whose  reign  serfdom  was  abolished.  But  spread  more 
widely  than  the  pictures  of  Louis  Napoleon  was  a  curious  tale, 
simple  in  its  nature  but  deep  in  its  meaning,  After  the  allied 
armies  had  taken  Sebastopol  and  had  won  the  Crimean  cam- 
paign, the  young  Tsar  Alexander  Nikolaevitch,  according  to  the 
story,  sought  peace  from  Louis  Napoleon.  And  to  the  young 
Russian  tsar  the  emperor  of  the  French  said :  Peace  you  can 
have,  but  on  one  condition :  you  must  solemnly  swear  to  free 
your  own  long-suffering  Russian  people  from  serfdom  and  bitter 
iniquity. 

Naive  is  this  tale;  but  the  popular  mind  was  certainly  not  far 
astray  in  connecting  the  fall  of  Sebastopol  with  the  abolition  of 
serfdom.  The  Crimean  campaign  made  it  clear  to  every  culti- 
vated Russian,  as  well  as  to  the  more  enlightened  elements  in 
and  around  the  winter  palace,  that  the  empire  was  so  thoroughly 
incapacitated  by  its  own  institutions,  based  on  serfdom,  that 
Russia  must  either  be  reorganized  or  face  the  consequences  of  its 
misrule.  Soon  after  peace  was  signed,  Alexander  II,  in  March, 
1856,  addressed  the  nobility  of  Moscow,  and  in  this  address  it 
was  officially  intimated  for  the  first  time  that  serfdom  must  be 
abolished.     "  It  is  better,"  he  said,  *•  to  abolish  serfdom  from 
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above  than  wart  till  it  shall  abolish  itself  from  below."  *  It  was 
in  accordance  with  this  wise  prevision  that  the  imperial  govern- 
ment officially  abolished  serfdom  on  February  19,  1861. 

To-day,  forty-five  years  after  the  emancipation,  we  still  hear 
throughout  the  empire  the  old  cry :  "  Land  and  liberty."  And 
if  it  were  merely  a  cry !  Cries  can  be  suppressed  in  Holy 
Russia.  But  estates  are  being  pillaged,  manors  are  afire,  and 
the  peasantry  is  becoming  an  integral  part  of  the  nation  and  is 
getting  ready  to  answer  the  bugle-call  of  the  revolution. 

There  were  times  when  the  old  governmental  wisdom  worked 
well.  The  recipe  was  simple :  "  Russia  must  be  kept  frozen, 
that  it  may  not  get  putrid."'  The  peasantry— or,  to  speak 
more  accurately,  the  ignorance  of  the  peasantry — was  regarded 
as  the  corner-stone  and  foundation  of  the  throne,  and  especial 
care  was  taken  that  this  class  should  not  become  **  contami- 
nated "  by  West  European  culture,  in  fact  by  any  culture.  It 
remained  ignorant.  Arrayed  in  uniform  the  ignorant  peasant 
was  called  upon  to  fight  for  the  Manchurian  adventure  of  Em- 
peror Nikolas  II,  and  he  died  as  ignorant  of  the  ends  for  which 
he  was  dying  as  he  was  ignorant  of  those  for  which  he  had 
lived.  Is  it  not  a  pathetic  comment  on  the  tsar*s  government 
that  Russian  soldiers,  as  prisoners  of  war,  were  taught  to  read 
and  to  write  Russian  by  the  Japanese? 

Yet  the  notion  is  widespread  that  the  Russian  autocracy  is 
particularly  democratic,  for  in  every  imperial  manifesto  addressed 
to  the  peasantry  the  assurance  can  be  found  that  the  peasants 
are  especially  near  to  the  heart  of  the  emperor  and  that  their 
needs  are  his  special  care.  And  until  very  recently  the  vast 
bulk  of  the  peasant  body  firmly  believed  that  the  tsar  was  with 
them,  but  that  the  officials  and  the  nobility  kept  the  tsar  from 
exercising  his  good  will  and  bestowing  his  bounty  upon  them. 

Is  there  no  truth  in  this  legend  ?  It  is  a  part  of  Russian 
popular  tradition,  and  like  all  folklore  it  is  an  interpretation  of 
an  historical  reality,  of  a  political  situation  antedating  the  intro- 

'  Material!  k  istorii  unichtozhenia  krepostnago  prava  v  carstvovanii  Alexandra 
II  (St.  Petersburg,  i860),  vol.  i,  p.  214. 

*  Simkhovitcb,  **An  Interpretation  of  Autocracy,"  in  The  International  Quarterly^ 
October,  1904,  pp.  1-12. 
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duction  of  serfdom.  Like  so  many  popular  sayings  it  came 
down  from  generation  to  generation,  losing  connection  with  the 
facts  that  supported  it,  generalized  in  oral  transmission,  sancti- 
fied by  time,  till  it  was  finally  viewed  by  the  good-natured  and 
illiterate  peasant  as  a  political  axiom. 

The  origin  of  this  legend  unquestionably  dates  back  to  the 
period  preceding  the  establishment  of  autocracy  in  Russia.  It 
is  an  interpretation  of  the  actual  policy  of  the  Muscovite  grand 
dukes  in  the  sixteenth  century,  which  consisted  in  ruthless 
extermination  of  the  feudal  aristocracy.  Little  love  was  wasted 
by  the  peasantry  on  their  feudal  lords,  and  the  bloody  ex- 
termination of  these  lords  by  Ivan  the  Terrible  particularly 
impressed  the  popular  mind.  Each  and  ever}'  ruthless  deed 
was  covered  by  the  father  of  Russian  autocracy  either  by  a 
quotation  from  the  scriptures,  or  by  the  word  "  treason " 
coupled  with  a  melodramatic  appeal  to  the  common  people. 
Ivan's  picturesque  figure  was  bound  to  impress  itself  upon  the 
people's  imagination ;  he  became  the  hero  of  many  a  folksong, 
in  which  he  was  treated  on  the  whole  with  sympathy.  That 
was  the  origin  of  the  legend.* 

Soon  enough  the  peasantry  found  that  the  newly  created 
landlord  class,  "  the  men  of  service,"  were  considerably  worse 
than  the  old  feudal  aristocracy.  But  the  legend  remained, 
cherished  by  the  government  even  more  than  by  the  people. 
In  recent  times,  when  the  imperial  government  needed  an  ex- 
cuse for  its  existence,  a  raison  d'itre  of  autocracy  in  Russia,  it 
brought  forth  this  very  legend  of  the  peculiar  closeness  of  the 
tsar  to  his  people  as  a  singular  God-given  national  characteristic 
of  Holy  Russia,  which  could  not  suffer  that  an  institution  so 
foreign  as  a  parliament  should  stand  between  the  tsar's  heart 
and  his  people.  And  the  ignorance  of  the  peasantry  remained 
the  foundation  of  the  throne. 

In  the  last  two  or  three  years  of  serfdom  the  old  legend  was 
revived.  While  many  a  nobleman  was  opposed  to  serfdom,  the 
nobility  as  a  class  was  naturally  enough  guided  by  its  class 
interests,  and  its  attitude  toward  the  abolition  of  serfdom  was  as 

^  Milyoukov,  Russia  and  its  Crisis,  pp.  353  355. 
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a  whole  unfriendly.  The  peasants  coming  in  daily  contact  with 
their  masters  could  not  help  noticing  this  fact.  Rumors  be- 
came current  throughout  the  peasant  world  that  the  tsar  was 
about  to  give  them  **  land  and  freedom  " ;  and  for  three  or  more 
years,  while  the  reform  measure  was  being  prepared  and  elab- 
orated, the  abolition  act  was  keenly  awaited  by  every  peasant 
throughout  the  empire.  The  day  came,  and  the  disappoint- 
ment was  bitter.  The  peasantry  of  many  a  place  would  have 
preferred  serfdom  to  the  status  offered  them.  The  "  freedom  " 
so  feverishly  expected,  so  fervently  prayed  for,  had  to  be  in- 
troduced only  too  often  with  the  help  of  the  military.  In  the 
official  Short  History  of  the  activity  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  for  the  twenty-five  years  1855-1880,  we  read  that  in 
the  first  two  years  after  the  publication  of  the  abolition  act, 
from  February  19,  1861,  to  February  19,  1863,  the  department 
of  the  interior  had  to  suppress  more  than  11 00  agrarian  riots. 
So,  for  instance,  on  the  estate  of  Count  Apraxine  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Kazan,  the  troops  were  called  upon  to  bring  to  submis- 
sion 5000  peasants,  killing  55  and  wounding  71.  On  the 
estate  of  M.  Volkoff  in  the  province  of  Pensa,  the  troops  had  to 
deal  with  10,000  peasants,  killing  eight  and  wounding  26.  How 
many  tens  of  thousands  of  peasants  were  flogged  and  clubbed 
into  ** freedom"  God  alone  knows.  So,  for  instance,  in  M. 
Volkoff's  village,  to  which  we  have  just  referred,  28  men  were 
sent  to  forced  labor  in  Siberia  after  receiving  from  400  to  700 
lashes  with  Spitzruten,^  80  men  were  exiled  to  Siberia  after 
receiving  200  to  400  lashes  with  Spitzruten,  three  were  sent  to  a 
penitentiary,  three  sentenced  to  punitive  military  service,  58 
were  flogged  with  rods  without  any  further  punishment.* 

Ominous  indeed  was  this  forcible  introduction  of  "  freedom." 
For  years  the  peasant  was  sure  of  the  coming  of  that  freedom 
which  the  tsar  had  announced.  What  was  given  to  him  as 
freedom,  the  popular  mind  reasoned,  could  not  possibly  be  the 

*  This  punishment  was  **  running  the  gauntlet,"  or  rather  walking  it.  The  ofiender 
was  led  between  a  double  line  of  men  armed  with  stout  sticks  and  beaten  as  he 
passed. 

'  v.  K.  Seroevski,  Krepostnoie  pravo  i  krestianskaia  reforma  ▼  proizvedeniakh  M. 
£.  Saltikova,  pp.  23,  24. 
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**  true  freedom,"  the  tsar's  freedom.  The  true  freedom  must 
have  been  withheld  from  the  people  by  the  nobility  and  the 
official  class.  And  again  the  popular  mind  was  not  so  far  from 
the  truth.  True  freedom  was  withheld  from  the  people  by  the 
nobility  and  the  officials,  but  the  tsar  was  the  first  noble  and 
the  first  official  of  his  land. 

II 

The  fundamental  principles  of  the  great  reform  act  were, 
first,  that  the  person  of  the  serf  was  to  be  freed  without  compen- 
sation, and  secondly,  that  the  freed  serf  was  to  receive  land 
allotments  sufficient  to  provide  for  his  needs  and  to  allow  him 
to  meet  his  obligations  towards  the  state.  For  the  land  allotted 
to  him  he  was  ultimately  to  pay.  The  government  undertook  to 
pay  the  former  landlord,  collecting  the  amount  from  the  peasant 
but  distributing  the  payment  over  a  period  of  forty-nine  years. 
The  interests  of  the  state  of  course  required  that  the  peasantry 
should  be  put  on  a  sound  economic  footing.  But  on  the  other 
hand  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  a  **  state"  is  not  an  abstract 
idea,  and  that  in  reality  all  the  agents  of  the  state — i.  e.y  all  those 
who  held  official  positions,  central  or  local,  all  those  who  were 
called  upon  to  draft  the  abolition  law  and  all  those  who  were  after- 
wards commissioned  to  carry  out  the  law  and  put  it  into  practice 
— belonged  to  the  nobility,  the  class  of  serf-owing  landlords. 

Of  course  the  Russian  nobility  did  not  represent  one  solid, 
homogeneous,  selfish  body.  There  were  among  them  most 
unselfish  individuals,  some  of  whom  were  men  of  influence; 
there  were  others  who,  while  on  the  whole  favoring  their  own 
class,  were  broadminded  enough  to  have  the  interests  of  the  state 
and  those  of  the  peasantry  at  heart  too.  Such  men  were 
favored  by  the  tsar.  Many  of  them  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  the  work  of  the  emancipation.  But  the  vast  bulk  of  the 
nobility  cared  for  nothing  but  its  own  interests  and  was  striving 
either  to  checkmate  the  reform  or  so  to  frame  it  that  the  land- 
lord and  not  the  peasant  should  be  benefited  by  the  new  law. 

The  final  draft  of  the  abolition  law  was  a  compromise  be- 
tween these  different  tendencies  within  the  higher  bureaucracy, 
and  the  interests  of  the  nobility  were  only  too  well  taken  care  of. 
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The  abolition  aci  itnelf  is  too  complicated  and  too  technical 
to  be  of  interest  to  the  American  reader/  In  brief  this  act  and 
the  supplcmcnUir)'  laws  established  the  foil  owing  situation : 

The  iierf  of  yesterday  was  not  made  free,  but  put  in  a  transi- 
tional state.  For  the  first  two  years  the  peasants  wxrc  "  to 
remain  in  their  former  obedience  to  their  landlords  and  fulfil 
their  former  obligations  without  disptitc/'  It  should  be  reoiem* 
be  red  that  within  these  first  two  years,  when  the  peasants  were 
to  remain  in  absolute  obedience  to  their  landlords,  the  final 
arrangements  and  settlements  of  land  matters  between  the  lajid- 
lords  and  the  peasantry  were  to  take  place. 

After  these  two  yearn;  the  peasants  were  put  into  *'  tempo- 
rarily obligatory  "  relations^  which  were  to  last  so  long  as  the 
landlords  were  not  paid  in  full  for  the  land  allotments  of  the 
peasantry.  While  the  peasants  were  in  this  "temporarily  ob- 
ligatory** state,  the  landlord  was  to  have  the  right  of  police* 
the  right  to  dismiss  the  elected  officers  of  the  peasant  com- 
munity, the  right  of  vetoing  all  decisions  of  the  peasant  meeting, 
the  right  of  expelling  any  peasant  whom  he  regarded  as  a  bad 
influence.  All  his  rights  in  part  or  as  a  whole  the  landlord 
could  transfer  to  any  other  person  by  giving  him  a  power  of 
attorney.  * 

The  peasant  received  the  permanent  use  of  his  homestead  and 
a  certain  allotment  of  arable  land  and  pasture,  for  which  he  was 
to  pay  a  certain  rent  to  the  landlord.  The  maximum  and  mini- 
mum size  of  the  land  allotment  and  the  rent  for  the  payments 
were  ^y.Qd  by  law,  but  room  was  left  for  voluntary  arrangements 
between  peasant  and  landlord.  By  arrangements  with  the  peas- 
ants the  landlord  could  also  grant  them  one-fourth  of  the  land 
norm  as  a  gift  without  any  payment  on  the  peasant's  part.  The 
payments  for  the  land  allotments  were  largely  fixed  on  the 
basis  of  what  the  peasants  paid  in  the  days  of  serfdom. 3      In 

'  For  a  brief  account  of  the  abolition  work  see  Simkho\ntch,  **  Die  Bauembefreiung 

in  Russlantl,"  in  Conrad's  Ilandworterbuch  fiir  Slaatswissenschaften,  2d  ed.,  vol.  ii, 

PP-  399-423- 

'Druzhinin,  Vouridicheskoe  polozhenie  krestian  (St.  Petersburg,  1897),  P-  59* 
'See  Professor  Ivanyoukoff,  Padenie  kreposlnago  prava  (St.  Petersburg,  1882),  p. 

289.     Also    Sinikhovitch,    Die    Feldgemeinschaft    in    Kussland    (Jena,    1898),    pp. 

239-246. 
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addition  the  following  principle  was  introduced  :  the  smaller  the 
allotment,  the  higher  the  rate  of  payment.  It  was  an  applica- 
tion of  the  marginal  theory  of  value.  It  was  claimed  that  the 
peasant  could  use  the  first  dessiatine  of  land  to  greater  advan- 
tage than  the  second,  that  he  would  exploit  the  second  dessia- 
tine more  thoroughly  than  the  third,  and  so  on.  Accordingly 
the  payments  on  the  first  dessiatines  were  higher  than  on  the 
subsequent  ones.  The  result  was  that  the  less  land  the  peasant 
had,  /.  e,  the  poorer  he  was,  the  higher  was  his  rate  of  payment. 
The  difference  was  very  substantial,  varying  from  51.5  per  cent 
to  88.1  per  cent.' 

It  is  proper  to  consider  as  a  part  of  the  abolition  act  the  great 
bond  issue,  through  which  the  government  paid  off  the  land- 
lords, taking  over  the  peasant  indebtedness,  in  return  for  which 
the  peasant  was  to  pay  a  redemption  tax  for  forty-nine  years. 
This  and  all  other  taxes  were  collected  by  the  government  from 
the  village  commune,  the  members  of  which  were  severally  and 
jointly  responsible  for  the  taxes. 

Still  more  than  by  the  law  itself  was  the  nobility  favored  by 
its  enforcement  and  execution.  The  peasantry  was  cheated  in 
all  sorts  of  petty  ways  with  the  connivance  and  help  of  the 
local  administration,  and  the  allotments  were  as  a  rule  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  make  the  peasantry  dependent  upon  the  landlord's 
estate. 

Small  wonder  therefore  that  it  took  military  force  to  make 
the  peasant  recognize  the  newly  granted  freedom.  His  land- 
holdings  were  diminished,  his  payments  if  anything  increased, 
and  as  to  his  freedom  of  person,  it  is  hardly  fair  to  blame  him 
for  not  perceiving  it.  In  the  past  he  could  not  leave  his  place 
without  permission  of  his  master ;  now  he  could  not  leave  it 
without  the  permission  of  the  authorities.  He  was  given  land, 
which  was  not  his  own,  but  which  belonged  to  the  village  com- 
munity. He  could  not  say  to  the  authorities :  "  Keep  your 
land  and  let  me  go."  Too  many  would  have  liked  to  do  that, 
if  they  could  !  The  taxes  on  the  land  exceeded  two,  three, 
four,  six  and  occasionally  ten  times  all  it  could  possibly  pro- 

*  Khodski,  Zemlia  i  zemledelec,  vol.  ii,  p.  29. 
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duce.  He  was  under  obligation  to  take  the  land,  and  he  could 
leave  it  only  on  the  condition  that  he  was  to  pay  the  taxes.  In 
the  past  he  was  subject  to  personal  violence  on  the  part  of  the 
landlord,  who  could  flog  him  if  he  saw  fit.  Now  he  was  flogged 
on  the  decision  of  the  village  court  or,  without  any  decision,  at 
pleasure  or  leisure  of  any  petty  police  oflicial. 

Later,  in  1889,  Alexander  III  created  a  new  body  of  oflficials, 
who  combined  absolute  judicial  and  administrative  powers. 
These  were  the  zemskie  nachalniki,  the  rural  commanders. 
They  were  appointed  from  the  local  landlord  class  without  any 
educational  qualifications.  These  officials  had  absolute  power 
over  the  peasantry  in  their  districts.  They  flogged  the  peasants 
for  not  taking  off  their  hats,  for  not  turning  out  on  the  road, 
for  talking  loud  and  in  fact  for  anything  they  pleased.  Mr. 
Beer,  a  zemski  nachalnik  himself,  published  commentaries  on 
the  law  of  1889  which  became  the  standard  guide  of  his  fellow 
commanders.  In  these  commentaries  we  read  the  following 
recommendation,  intended  to  prevent  the  occasional  chopping 
of  fire  wood  in  the  landlords*  forests  : 

Nobody  shall  leave  the  village  at  night  without  presentmg  himself 
personally  to  the  selectman  {selski  starosta)  or  to  one  acting  in  his 
place.  Nobody  shall  leave  the  viUage  at  night  at  all,  or  in  the  day 
time  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours  without  reporting  to  the  select- 
man where  he  is  going  and  for  what  purpose.  For  any  departure 
without  permission  the  guilty  one  shall  be  punished.  Any  one  who 
departs  at  night  is  to  be  reported  in  the  morning  by  the  watchmen  and 
sentinels  to  the  selectman,  who  is  to  inquire  into  the  matter  and  punish 
disobedience,  even  if  it  be  proven  that  there  was  nothing  suspicious  or 
improper  in  the  departure.* 

Does  such  a  commentary  need  any  further  comment? 

When  therefore,  four  years  ago,  the  government  organized 
the  great  agricultural  inquest,  with  400  local  sub-committees,  in 
the  proceedings  of  which  11,000  men  took  part,  the  chief 
recommendation  of  these  committees  was  that 

in  order  to  be  economically  active  and  enterprising,  the  rural  popula- 

'  Beer,  Kommentarii  k  uchrezhdeniain  72  Yulya  1889  g.,  pp.  69,  70. 
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tion  must  secure  for  itself  certain  rights,  which  would  guarantee  its 
work  against  encroachments,  and  it  must  also  know  that  it  is  entitled 
to  defend  its  rights.' 

Ill 

The  defects  of  the  abolition  law  and  the  effects  of  bureau- 
cratic oppression  became  evident  as  early  as  in  the  sixties 
of  the  past  century.  The  official  statistics  had  to  acknowledge 
the  sad  facts.  Commissions  and  committees  to  investigate  and 
to  deliberate  etc.  were  appointed.  And  while  they  accomplished 
nothing  of  practical  benefit  to  the  peasantry,  valuable  and  inter- 
esting statistical  and  other  material  has  been  published  from 
time  to  time  by  such  commissions  and  other  organs  of  the 
government. 

Basing  his  work  on  the  reports  of  the  commission  for  inquiry 
into  the  agricultural  situation,  on  the  publications  of  the  tax 
commission  and  on  some  other  official  statistical  publications. 
Professor  Y.  Janson  published  in  1877  his  remarkable  book  on 
peasant  land  allotments  and  taxes.  This  has  been  universally 
recognized  as  a  most  accurate  piece  of  investigation.  We  shall 
therefore  quote  a  few  data  from  it.  Professor  Janson  tells  us 
that  wherever  an  accurate  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  pro- 
ductivity of  the  land  allotments,  the  taxes  exceeded  the  pro- 
ductivity. For  instance  in  the  province  of  Novgorod  the 
peasantry  can  be  divided  into  four  groups,  with  the  following 
relations  of  land-tax  to  land-income : 

The  former  crown  peasants    .  100  per  cent. 

The  former  appanage  peasants  .....  161  per  cent. 

The  former  private  peasants  .  180  per  cent. 

Peasants  in  "  temporarily  obligator)' "  relations  210  per  cent. 

In  certain  districts  the  tax  occasionally  amounts  to  565  per 
cent  of  the  land  income.  According  to  the  calculations  of  the 
St.  Petersburg  zemstvo  the  relation  of  the  tax  and  redemption 

*  I  take  this  quotation  from  Professor  Milyoukov's  excellent  book,  Russia  and  its 
Crisis,  1905.  "Instead  of  that,'*  adds  Prof.  Milyoukov,  p.  447,  **the  peasant  is 
now  powerless  against  the  whims  of  the  local  authorities;  his  economic  activity  b 
under  strict  control;  his  person,  his  property  and  his  family  are  dependent  upon  the 
arbitrary  decisions  of  the  mir;   he  may  at  any  time  be  arrested  and  flogged." 
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payments  to  the  land  income  varies  from  128  to  150.5  percent. 
In  the  province  of  Moscow  it  averages  205  per  cent;  in  Tver, 
244  to  252  per  cent;  in  Smolensk,  166  to  220  percent;  in 
Kostroma,  146  to  240  per  cent;  in  Pskoff,  130  to  213  per  cent; 
in  Vladimir,  168  to  276  per  cent;  in  Viatka,  97  to  200  per 
cent,  etc,"^ 

A  tax  on  land  that  exceeds  the  income  of  the  land  is  an 
absurdity,  one  would  say.  Certainly,  but  what  was  actually 
intended  was  a  modified  form  of  serfdom.  The  peasant  became 
the  serf  of  the  state ;  the  state  took  from  him  all  the  land  could 
possibly  produce  and,  besides,  a  very  large  share  of  what  the 
peasant  could  gain  outside  by  plying  a  trade  or  by  hiring  him- 
self out.  The  land  tax  therefore  swallowed  the  major  part  of 
the  wages  of  the  peasant  as  a  factory  hand,  blacksmith,  river 
driver,  wood-chopper,  farm  hand  and  what  not. 

The  zemstvo  statistical  bureau  of  the  province  of  Novgorod 
gives  the  following  detailed  statistical  account  of  the  total  in- 
come of  the  peasants  of  that  province  and  of  the  relation  of 
their  income  to  their  taxes.  One-third  of  all  the  men  and  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  women  of  the  peasantry  have  to  work  on  the 
farm  the  whole  year  round  and  therefore  bring  in  no  outside 
income.  The  sum  total  of  the  outside  earnings  of  the  peas- 
antry of  the  province  amounts  to  8,855,100  rubles,  and  is 
brought  in  by  the  following  earning  groups : 

One-third  of  all  male  adults  (63,700)  working  out  the  whole 

year 3. '84.950 

One-half  of  the  minors  and  one-third  of  the  female  adults  work- 
ing out  the  whole  year      .......         2,275,850 

One-third  of  the  male  adults  and  one-half  of  the  minors  work- 
ing out  during  the  winter     .......     1,228,500 

Winter  work  of  the  horses  .......         2,165,800 

8,855,100 

The  food  deficit  which  was  occasioned  by  the  insufficiency  of 
the  land  allotments,  and  which  had  to  be  covered  from  the 
outside  income,  amounted  to  over  three  million  rubles.     Taxes 

'  Vanson,  Opyt  statisticbeskago  izsledovania  o  krestianskikb  nadelakh  i  platezhakh 
(2d  ed,  St.  Petersburg,  1881),  pp.  35,  36. 
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amounted  to  3,278,136  rubles.  There  remains  about  two  and 
a-half  millions,  i,  e,  about  12  rubles  65  kopeks  in  each  peasant 
household,  out  of  which  amount  all  the  necessities  of  life,  such 
as  salt,  clothing,  shoes,  ctc^  as  well  as  the  repairs  and  purchase 
of  agricultural  implements,  must  be  covered. 

The  situation  in*  many  provinces  was  much  worse  and  in  few 
better.'  On  the  whole  it  was  such  that  Professor  Yanson  comes 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  peasantry  was  economically  better  off 
during  the  period  of  serfdom.' 

If  that  was  the  situation  created  by  the  reform,  and  if  the 
taxes  were  actually  collected,  i.  e,  clubbed  out  of  the  peasant, 
then  it  was  obvious  that  the  peasant  class  in  Russia  was  doomed. 
If  the  peasant's  horse  and  cow  were  to  be  sold  for  tax  arrears, 
then  it  was  obvious  that  the  peasant's  situation  was  bound  to 
become  more  desperate  from  year  to  year.  Yet  it  is  doubtful 
if,  in  the  first  decade  after  the  abolition  act,  anybody  thought 
that  the  peasantry  would  be  brought  by  the  tsar's  government  to 
the  point  of  physical  deterioration,  of  perpetual  famine,  of  slow 
death  by  starvation.  That,  however,  is  precisely  what  his  maj- 
esty's government  has  accomplished. 

On  November  16,  1901,  a  new  agricultural  investigating  com- 
mission was  appointed  by  the  tsar.  This  commission  published 
four  volumes  of  statistical  data  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
peasantry  and  allied  subjects.  Russian  official  data  generally 
paint  the  situation  in  a  more  rosy  light  than  the  facts  warrant. 
But  let  us  give  them  in  this  case  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  and 
assume  that  the  situation  is  not  worse  than  that  acknowledged 
by  the  governmental  commission.  One  of  the  chapters  of  the 
commission's  report  opens  as  follows : 

The  quantity  of  farm  stock  is  one  of  the  chief  indices  of  the  welfare 
of  the  population  in  agricultural  countries.  Without  farm  stock  agri- 
culture is  impossible  even  in  countries  where  agricultural  machines  are 
generally  used ;  and  this  is  still  more  true  in  our  fatherland  where 
agricultural  machinery  has  not  yet  found  such  general  application. 
The  farm  stock  statistics  are  therefore  very  significant  for  the  explana- 
tion of  the  economic  status  of  our  peasantry.     The  quantity  of  such 

>  Ibid,,  pp.  38-40.  *  Ibid,,  pp.  73-75. 
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itDck  indicates  the  «tEte  of  ognctilture  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  the 
A^nciiltuTa]  iiopulatioii.  Besides  ils  service  as  working  pcmei,  ii 
comttfacts  the  nattimi  e£h»tation  of  the  soO,  it  serves  as  materia]  for 
hwdt  br  cbthingt  fur  harness,  ^u.^  and  thus  becomes  of  cumuiatwc 
unpottaoce  tn  the  whole  oatiooai  economy.^ 

The  accompanying  tables  show  us  how  well  the  Russian  peas- 
antry is  supplied  with  farm  stock. 
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'  //•/./.  part  i,  pp.  210,  221.  In  giving  the  data  I  follow  the  governmental  publica- 
tion and  subdivide  Russia  into  "  rcj^ions. "  It  may  perhaps  be  well  to  point  out  which 
pr<n iiKcs  nro  ir)clu<lf(l  in  rac  h  rrgion  : 

Xorthrtn  f'fo:  }tti<s  :  Arkhani;tlsk,  Oloneck,  Vologda,  St.  Petersburg,  No\*gorod, 
I'skoff. 

Xorth-I-'.asterttprin'uiKs:   \'ialka,  Perm. 

I- tuicrti  provinces  :  Ufa,  Orenburg,  Samara. 

South- I'AJ stern  pro7'itues  :  Astrakhan,  Territor)'  of  the  Don  Kosaks. 

Crntral  I'oli^^a  prcn'inccs  :  Nishni-Novgorod,  Kazan,  Simbirsk. 

Central  oi^rii'ultural proi^iticts  : 

(a)  J'he  I  astern  k^roup  :   Penra,  Saratoff,  Tamboff,  Voronesh,  Kharkoff. 

(b)  77ir  Westerti  i^roup  :  Kursk,  Orel,  Tula,  Ryazan. 

Central  industrial  proiinees :  Vladimir,  Kostroma,  Yaroslavl,  Tver,  Moscow, 
Kahif^a,  Smolensk. 

lUiltie  provinces  :  Curland,  Livonia,  Estonia. 

Xortli- Western  pro7'inecs :  Vite})sk,  Mohilev,  Minsk,  Vilno,  Kovno,  Grodno. 

South- Western  provinces :  Volhynia,  Kieff,  Podolia. 

Kuthenian  provinces  :  Poltava,  Tehernigov, 

Hessarabian  prcn'iyices  :  Vckaterinoslav,  Tauris,  Kherson,  Bessarabia. 
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In   the    50    provinces    of 

European  Russia  .    .    . 
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We  see  that  there   has  been  a  decrease  of  live  stock  on  the 
peasants'  farms.     This  decrease  is  ominously  large  ;    it  amounts 

'  Matcriali,  <•/<-.,  part  i,  p.  21 1. 
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to  30.8  per  cent  within  thirty  years.  In  1870  there  were  9329 
heads  on  each  1000  farms ;  in  1900,  there  were  only  6474.'  Just 
as  great  is  the  decrease  of  farm  horses.  One  thousand  farms  had 
in  1870,  1329  horses;  in  1900,920.'  Still  greater  is  the  de- 
crease of  pigs  and  sheep  and  other  small  stock  on  Russian 
farms.  There  were,  in  1870,  5469  heads  on  each  1000  farms; 
in  1900,  only  3459,  a  decrease  of  36.8  per  cent.  Our  official 
documents  acknowledge  the  fact  of  the  gradual  decrease  of  farm 
stock,  greatly  diminishing  the  economic  power  of  the  popula- 
tion. "  The  number  of  farms  without  horses  increased,  as  did 
the  number  of  farms  with  an  insufficient  supply  of  horses.  At 
the  same  time  we  see  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  farms  with 
two  or  three  horses,  /.  r.,  in  the  more  stable  and  better  pro- 
vided farms."  3  Under  Russian  farming  conditions,  a  farm 
without  horses  is  no  more  a  farm  than  a  knife  without  a  blade 
is  a  knife.  Now  we  have  seen,  from  the  incomplete  statistical 
data  which  the  government  gives  us,  that  the  percentage  of  horse- 
less farms  throughout  Russia  increased  in  the  short  period  of 
1 882-1 896  from  26.9  to  32.2. 

More  considerable  than  the  decrease  in  farm  stock  is  the 
diminution  in  the  land  allotments  of  the  Russian  peasantry.  In 
the  days  of  serfdom,  the  law  required  that  the  serfs  should  work 
but  three  days  for  their  master.  This  law  was  not  always  en- 
forced ;  the  peasantry  as  a  rule  worked  more  than  half  of  their 
time  on  the  landlords'  fields.  The  allotments  of  the  peasantry 
in  the  days  of  serfdom  were  barely  large  enough  to  keep  them 
alive.  When  serfdom  was  abolished  the  land  allotments  of  the 
peasantry  were  considerably  decreased.  The  village  community, 
with  its  periodical  land  divisions  and  allotments,  and  the  gov- 
ernment's policy  of  keeping  the  surplus  population  on  the  land,  for 
fear  of  creating  a  politically  enlightened  city  proletariat,  had  the 
natural  effect  of  decreasing  the  already  insufficient  land  allot- 
ments in  proportion  to  the  natural  increase  of  population. 

The  primary  care  of  the  Russian  government  has  been  the 
preservation    of    absolutism,    and    all    measures,    economic   or 

'  Materiali,  etc.,  part  iii,  p.  212.  ^  Ibid,^  part  iii,  p.  213. 

*  Ibid,^  part  iii,  p.  216. 
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nal*  have  been  controlled   by  this  consideration.     The 

racy  of  the  peasants  was  treasured  as  the  most  precious 

cl  in  the  impcria]  crown ;  and  as  to  the  village  community, 

int  Kiiiaelcfl,  who  for  twenty  years  was  engaged  in  shaping 

\  destinies  of  Russia's  peasantry,  frankly  admitted  that 

fi^riodil^   land    divUions,  wbkh  are  so  pernicious   for  any  far* 

tig  hnning  improvement,  have  their  bright  side  in  not  permitdng 

development  of  a  proletariat*    The  village  community,  therefore, 

ft  pcoblem»  the  solution  of  which  lies  otitside  of  purely  ecoDomk 


1  Count  Ktsselcff  acted  acco;     ngly.     He  forced  the  village 
munity  upon  not  less  t  ,201  peasants  who  had  never 

rn  this  institution  be!  Yermoloff,  who  till  recently 

^    the  secretary   of  has  himself  expressed   the 

>n  that  the  peasai  land  allotment  in  the  village 

nunity  system  mi  e  constantly  decreasing  size 

^e  allotment,  only  t  iic  of  starv*atlon, 

table  on  the  folio  shows  the  average  decrease 

I  peasant  land  allotmc  ;  fifty  provinces  of  European 

Kussia. 

Small  as  these  peasant  land  holdings  are,  they  might  have 
been  sufficient  in  a  country  where  education,  self-reliance  and 
honest  work  are  encouraged.  But  not  so  in  the  empire  of  the 
tsar,  where  almost  every  educated  man  is  suspected  as  a  politi- 
cal criminal  and  where  the  education  of  the  peasant  has  been 
systematically  suppressed.  About  the  suppression  of  education 
and  the  arrest  of  the  mental  development  of  the  peasantr>', 
about  the  government's  almost  insane  craving  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  ignorance,  volumes  could  be  written.  Here  a  single 
characteristic  fact  must  suffice  us.  Russia's  censorship  has 
excluded  from  general  reading  books  like  Spencer's  works, 
\Sxyz^\  American  Commomvcaith  and  Fyffe's  History  of  Europe. 
No  books  have  been  printed  without  the  authorization  of  the 

'  Zablocki-Dessyatkov-ski,   Count    P.    D.   Kisseleff  and   his  times  (St.  Petersburg, 
1882),  vol.  ii,  p.  199. 
*  Sinikhovitch,  Die  FeKlgemeinschaft  in  Russland  (Jena,  1898),  pp.  70,  71. 
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censor.  Of  books  permitted  by  the  censor  and  actually  on 
sale  there  are  about  90,000.  But  of  these  books  only  about 
2500  are  allowed  to  be  placed  in  village  libraries,  /.  e,y  about 
three  per  cent  of  the  books  admitted  to  general  circulation.' 

The  constant  moral,  physical  and  economic  oppression  of  the 
reigning  bureaucracy  has  left  the  people  no  chance  for  progress 
and  every  chance  for  starvation.  And  the  Russian  people  is 
starving.  The  statistical  publications  of  the  commission  ap- 
pointed November  16,  1901,  to  which  I  have  so  frequently 
referred,  give  figures  which  are  supposed  to  show  in  how  far 
the  productivity  of  the  peasant  land  is  sufficient  or  deficient  for 
feeding  the  peasant  population  and  the  farm  horses,  assuming 
that  the  peasant  pays  no  taxes.  Since  the  Russian  peasant 
lives  almost  entirely  on  a  vegetarian  diet,  it  is  estimated  that  he 
consumes  in  a  year  20  pud  of  field  products,  and  each  farm 
horse  is  allowed  40  pud  of  oats.  On  this  basis  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing local  deficits  and  surpluses : 

*  Materiali,  etc^  part  i,  pp.  78,  79. 

*  See  Milyoukov,  Russia  and  its  Crisis,  p.  202. 
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These  data  show  the  most  curious  anomaly  ever  known  in 

the  economy  of  any  country.  Russia's  rural,  agricultural  pop- 
ulation is  not  a  seller  but  a  buyer  of  agricultural  products. 

A  most  thorough  and  admirable  investigation  undertaken  in 
the  nineties,''  in  which  the  allowances  for  food  and  fodder  were 
smaller  than  in  the  recent  governmental  publication,  showed  the 
Russian  peasantry  divided  into  three  groups.  The  first  group, 
which  had  not  sufficient  grain  for  subsistence,  numbered  45.- 
358,078  peasants,  or  70.7  per  cent  of  the  peasantry.  The 
second,  which  had  enough  grain  for  subsistence  but  not  enough 
for  fodder,  numbered  13,083,410  or  20.4  per  cent.  The  third, 
which  had  a  surplus  in  grain  for  both  purposes,  numbered 
5,715,513  or  8.9  per  cent. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  data  refer  simply  to  the 


'  Materiali,  eic.^  part  i,  p.  89,  pari  iii,  pp.  164,  165. 

'Tchuproff  and  Posnikoff,  Vlianie  urozhaev  i  khlebnikh  cen.  vol.  i,  pp.  \i-ix,  1-96. 
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productivity  of  the  peasant  land  in  relation  to  the  physiological 
necessities  of  the  peasant.  But  before  feeding  himself  and  his 
horse  the  peasant  is  called  upon  to  feed  the  state.  The  peasant 
is  the  chief  taxpayer  of  the  state,  and  his  majesty's  government 
has  been  fed,  not  on  any  surplus  of  oats  or  grain,  but  on  the  life 
and  blood  of  the  Russian  peasant.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  cannot  surprise  us  to  learn  that  the  peasant  class  is  physically 
degenerating  and  deteriorating  from  year  to  year.  This  deteri- 
oration is  indicated  by  governmental  statistics  showing  the  num- 
ber of  those  freed  from  military  service  on  physical  grounds. 
In  Russia,  as  the,  reader  doubtless  knows,  every  male  citizen 
twenty-one  years  old  is  subject  to  military  service,  unless  re- 
jected on  account  of  disease,  insufficient  height  or  other  physical 
defect.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  army  has  grown  more,  rap- 
idly than  the  country's  population,  men  who  would  have  been 
rejected  some  years  ago  are  now  pressed  into  service.  It  fol- 
lows that  the  increase  of  the  percentage  of  the  rejected  does  not 
fully  express  the  people's  physical  deterioration ;  the  situation 
is  worse  than  the  figures  indicate,  although  these  are  gruesome 
enough. 


TABLE  V  > 

PERCENTAGE  OF  RECRUITS   REJECTED   FOR  PHYSICAL   DEFECTS 


Provinces 

1874-83 

'    "7.8 
6.4 
5.8 
10.7 
6.4 
5.0 

1884-93 

1894-01 

1874-83 
6.9 

6.6 

5-7 

4.1 

1884-93 
9-4 

9.2 
8.6 

4.7 

1894-01 

Northern 

12.7 

96 
10.8 

Arkhangelsk.    .    .    . 

Oloneck    

Vologda 

St.  Petersburg  .    .    . 

Novgorod 

Pskoff 

North -Eastern       .    .    . 

8.4 
6.0 
12.2 
'3-2 
6.4 
7.6 

9.2 

7.7 
16.5 
155 

9.1 
12.4 

Viatka 

Perm 

Eastern 

.    .    .    . 
8.2 

10.4 
7.8 

12. 1 
6.4 
6.7 

10.2 
8.8 

13.0 

10.5 

8.9 

Ufa 

Orenburg 

Samara 

South-Eastem  .... 

7-! 

5.8 
4.1 

6.9 

Astrakhan.    .            . 

Territory  of  the  Don- 

Kosaks.     .    .    . 

3.9 

4.4 

4-7 
4.7 

7.9 
6.5 

*  Materiali,  etc.^  vol.  i,  pp.  27-33. 
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Central  Agricultural. 
Eastern  c^rouD  .    .    . 

4.4 
7.5 
4.7 

5.2  ;    5.3 
6.4      14.0 

6.7  ;    9.4 

Penza    

Saratoff 

Tomhoff    .... 
Voronezh  .... 
Kharkoff  .... 

6.1 
6.7 
7.7 

H 
5.8 

8.0 
7.0 

6.1 

II.O 

9-5 

Kursk 

Orel 

Tula 

Ryazan 

Central  Industrial.    .    . 

5.7 

5.7 

11 

6.6 
8.8 

8.7 
10.4 
II. I 
12.2 

Vladimir 

Kostroma 

Yaroslav 

Tver 

Moscow    .    .    . 

Kaluga. 

Smolensk 

Baltic 

4.7 

6.8 

4.7 
6.1 

7.1 
6.6 
4.1 

5.2 

12. 1 

9.2 

7-9 

11.9 

7.7 

7-2 

8.4 
12.9 

13.5 
10.7 
II. I 

5.9 
12.2 

Curland 

Livonia 

Esthonia 

North- Western.    .    .    . 

7.3 
10.6 

13.4 

9.3 
9.0 

lO.I 

11.8 

12.7 

8.2 

Vitebsk.     ..... 

Mohilev 

Minsk 

Vilno 

Kovno 

Grodno 

South- Western.    .    .    . 

9-7 
7.8 

7.9 
6.8 
8.9 
4.1 

5.6 
9.1 

8.8 
4.5 

11.6 

7.8 

10.2 

8.1 

Volhynia 

Kieff 

Podolia 

Ruthenian 

8.1 
6.2 
6.8 

10.7 
8.0 
6.1 

10.4 
11.8 
10.8 

Poltava. 

Tchemigoff  .... 
Bessarabian 

7.2 
7.2 

8.7 
8.3 

14.1 
132 

Ekaterinoslav   .    .    . 

Tauris 

Kherson 

Bessarabia 

n 

6.1 
7.0 

6.1 
5-7 
7.1 
6.7 

II.O 

7.2 
7.9 
9.0 

Throughout  the  50  prov- 
inces    of     European 
Russia 

6.4 

7.7 

10.3 

X874-83 


5.8 


6.3 


53 


5.8 


10. 1 
7.5 

7.0 

7-2 
6.2 


6.4 


1884-93'  1894-01 

I 


6.2 


6.8 


6.8 


8.8 


9.0 


10.4 


10.4 


9.3 
6.9 

8.3 

8.5 
6.4 


7.7 


11.7 


9-5 


II.O 

137 
8.9 


10.3 


> 
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IV 

The  Russian  peasant  has  become  a  serf  of  the  state.  This  is 
not  a  figure  of  speech.  The  local  agricultural  committees  ap- 
pointed by  the  government  did  not  hesitate  to  point  out  this  fact 
in  discussing  the  legal  disabilities  of  the  peasantry  and  the  taxes 
resting  upon  the  peasant  class.  Especially  clearly  and  forcibly 
did  the  district  committees  of  Balashov  and  Borovitchi  express 
themselves.  The  excessive  property  tax  cannot  be  covered  by 
the  income  from  agriculture,  and  it  is  therefore  shifted  upon  the 
person  of  the  peasant.  Then  come  the  specific  **  personal  ser- 
vices" {naturalnia povinnosti^  consisting  in  personal  work  and 
in  furnishing  horses  at  the  command  of  the  local  authorities.* 

The  direct  taxes  by  no  means  represent  the  whole  amount 
paid  by  the  peasant  to  the  treasury ;  where  the  direct  taxes  stop, 
the  indirect  taxes — excise  taxes  and  the  protective  tariff — begin 
and  put  their  finishing  touches  on  the  peasant  budget. 

Let  us  take  a  minutely  itemized  budget  of  a  peasant  house- 
hold. The  total  yearly  budget  amounts  to  390  rubles  and  2 1 
kopeks.     In  this  budget  will  be  found  the  following  items : 

Supplies  Cost 

Vodka 29  rubles  10  kopeks 

Sugar 26  •*       86  *» 

Tea 21  **        II  ** 

Cotton  goods    ....  10  **       89  ** 

Qoth 6  "       40  ** 

Kerosene  oil     ....    4  **       51  *' 

Tobacco I  **       68  ** 

Matches 65  •* 

101  rubles  20  kopeks 

In  Spending  lOi  rubles  and  20  kopeks  the  peasant  pays  44 
rubles  and  2 1  kopeks  in  indirect  taxes.  This  amount  does  not 
represent  the  total  amount  of  indirect  taxation  paid  by  the 
peasant  household,  since  it  is  impossible  in  the  nature  of  the 
case  to  analyze  some  of  the  entries." 

^  I.  M.  Strakhovski,  Krestianski  vopros,  in  Nuzhdi  derevni,  vol.  i,  p.  115. 
'  Annenski  in  Nuzhdi  derevni,  vol.  ii,  p.  559. 


Including  taxes 

21  rubles 

» 

7     " 

10     ♦* 

40  kopeks 

3    " 

80     " 

? 

I     •* 

50     " 

30     •* 

31     " 

44  rubles 

21  kopeks 
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But  the  peasant  has  not  only  become  a  serf  of  the  state;  he 
has  rematfied  in  economic  dependence  on  the  landlord. 
"  Freed  '*  with  tn«;u^icicnt  allotments  of  land,  overburdened  with 
taxeti  he  was  tied  to  his  land.  Migration  was  suppressed;  the 
cotonif.ation  of  Siberia  and  other  regions  was  practically  pro- 
hibited till  ver>^  recently,  till  it  became  a  political  iicccssit>\ 
Th.  G,  Tcrncr,  a  member  of  tlic  council  of  the  empire,  tells  iis 
frankly  why  the  government  was  so  hostile  to  the  migration  ol 
pea^^ntH  t  it  was  because  the  landlords  wanted  cheap  labor  and 
tenants  for  their  land. 

Single  individuab  may  aacrifice,  out  of  higher  motives,  their  own 
mterc^^  to  the  common  weal ;  hut  the  attitude  of  classes  of  popuk- 
tion  lowarfb  rronomic*  problem*  has  been  alwap  and  everywhere 
fdfish.  That  is  why  the  landlord  class  was  hostile  towards  emigrar 
ttoo  I  and  since  it  was  the  most  influential  class,  its  attitude  found  ex- 
pression in  the  tendencies  of  the  government*  What  in  the  days  of 
iterfdum  was  a  matter  of  course  and  a  necessity,  appeared  after  iS6i 
as  an  ejttretnely  dangerous  affair,  which  not  only  was  not  to  be  en- 
crouragai  but  was  to  be  suppressed  by  every  n^eans.  The  question  of 
pcaiam  migration  was  classed  a&  a  rev'olutiQnat>'  one  :  no  well-mean- 
ing, conservative  man  was  to  touch  it.^ 

In  order  to  pay  taxes  which  their  own  land  allotments  could 
not  furnish,  the  peasants  were  obliged  to  rent  the  landlord's 
land.  Since  there  was  practically  no  competition  on  the  side  of 
the  landlords  and  a  wild  competition  on  the  part  of  the  land- 
hungry  peasantry,  a  situation  arose  which,  so  far  as  I  know%  is 
unparalleled  in  human  history.  There  developed  a  peculiar 
tenant  system,  which  may  be  called  a  contract-labor  tenant  sys- 
tem. The  land  is  rented  every  year  at  an  extremely  high 
figure,  which  the  peasant  is  not  presumed  to  pay,  but  to  work 
out  on  the  landlord's  estate.  The  peasant's  work  is  priced 
extremely  low,  as  a  rule  at  about  one-half  of  the  prevailing 
wages.  These  obligations  the  peasant,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  can 
not  meet,  and  his  indebtedness  to  the  landlord  increases  from 
year  to  year.  '*  The  peasant  can  never  clear  himself  from 
indebtedness  to  the  local  landlord,  and  being  so  dependent  on 

*  Temer,  Gosudarstovo  i  zemlevladenie,  vol.  ii,  pp.  119,  120. 
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the  landlord,  he  is  compelled  to  do  all  sorts  of  work."  *  **  Ac- 
cordingly," M.  Lipski  writes, 

there  can  be  no  question  that  the  renting  of  single  dessiatines  of  land 
...  is  in  the  hands  of  the  landlord  a  powerful  means  of  lowering 
wages.  .  .  .  There  can  scarcely  be  any  question  as  to  the  fact  that 
the  renting  of  single  dessiatines  in  the  province  of  Tambov  has  lost 
long  ago  its  rental  character ;  it  should  now  be  looked  upon  as  one  of 
the  very  hardest  forms  of  labor  contract.  At  the  same  time  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  what  r61e  is  played  by  the  land  that  is  leased  out  in 
dessiatines.  It  is  an  instrument  through  which  the  free  peasant  be- 
comes a  serf,  who  is  giving  his  labor  on  conditions  dictated  by  want.* 

But  not  only  does  the  landlord  in  this  way  get  field  labor  at  a 
cost  much  lower  than  the  cost  of  subsistence  of  the  laborers, 
but  he  gets  also  the  use  of  their  farming  stock  at  the  same  rate. 
The  peasant  as  a  rule  is  obliged  to  use  his  own  farm  horses  on 
the  landlord's  estate — so  much  so  that  a  very  large  percentage 
of  estates  have  ceased  keeping  any  farming  stock,  relying  en- 
tirely upon  the  use  of  that  of  the  peasants.  An  investigation 
dating  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  nineties  showed  that  the 
district  of  Tombov,  for  instance,  had  26  per  cent  of  estates 
without  farming  stock ;  the  district  of  Lebediansk,  33  per  cent; 
Kirsanov,  30  per  cent ;  Lipeck,  40  per  cent,  etc?  The  result  is 
an  extremely  low  productivity,  not  only  of  the  peasant  land  but 
also  of  the  noble  estates.  The  peasant  is  often  compelled  to 
neglect  his  own  fields  to  work  on  those  of  his  landlord.  But 
working  with  poor  implements  and  half-starved  horses,  and 
being  in  a  great  hurry  to  get  through  with  his  task,  the  results 
are  extremely  unsatisfactory. 

Not  in  one  or  two  provinces  of  European  Russia  does  this 
situation  prevail :  volumes  could  be  filled  with  practically  iden- 
tical data  relating  to  widely  differing  provinces  and  regions. 
Thus  we  hear  from  the  provinces  of  Ryazan,  of  Podolia,  of 
Kursk,  of  Tombov,  of  Vologda,  of  Ufa,  the  same  story,  varying 

^Lipski,  Ceny  na  ral)otchia  ruki  pri  zablagovremennom  naimc,^/r.,  1902,  pp.  107- 
109.     Maslov,  Agramy  vopros  v  Rossii,  1905,  p.  259. 

*  Lipski,  pp.  1 1 2- 1 15. 

•  Maslov,  Agramy  vopros,  etc, ,  pp.  260-268. 
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only  if)  style.  Of  course  if  the  publioitiofi  Is  an  officiai  one  k 
reads  like  an  idyl.     Here  is  a  .sample : 

After  tKiity  years  of  ejiperience  with  free  kbor,  but  few  knd lards »  ^itd 
tbc^bc  only  to  »ome  extent,  use  permanent  hired  help  and  iheb  ovtn 
£uiiting  Block.  Moat  of  the  landlords  hire  IoolI  peasants  together 
with  theif  humiog  stock  and  implements.  The  landlords  keep  up  the 
most  intimate  eeonomk^  rektionit  with  the  rontingent  of  peasants  who 
work  on  their  estates  duiing  the  farming  tea^on  year  in  and  y^u*  oat. 
The  best  way  "f  getting  into  such  intimate  relatiofis  with  the  peasants 
Is  to  rent  them  bndf  essential  and  indispensable  to  them  but  ol  do 
special  use  to  the  landlords/ 

Is  not  this  a  charming  picture? 

A  good  illustration  of  the  existing  situation  is  given  by  Mas- 
lov-  He  tells  us  that  for  some  time  the  peasants  of  Simbirsk 
and  the  neighboring  provinces  were  running  away  from  their 
lands  and  settling  quietly  as  landless  proletarians  on  the  Cossack 
lands  uf  Orenburg,  They  were  hiring  themselves  out  to  the 
Cossacks  as  laborers.  It  goes  without  saying  that  they  have  not 
become  "capitalists''  in  working  on  the  Cossacks*  fields,  **  but 
they  would  shake  with  fright  \%*hen  they  saw  Russia  [f.  r.  Euro- 
pean Russia]  even  in  a  dream."  ■ 

The  renting  out  of  lands  is  but  one  mode  of  securing  contract 
labor.     The  other  mode  is  that  of  bread  usury. 

As  I  have  already  pointed  out,  the  great  bulk  of  the  Russian 
peasantry  does  not  harvest  enough  grain  to  feed  the  household 
throughout  the  year.  As  a  rule,  the  peasant  has  used  up  his 
harvest  by  November  or  December,  and  he  is  then  obliged  to 
get  money  or  bread  on  any  condition  offered  to  him.  He  goes 
to  the  landlord,  who  advances  him  bread  or  money  but  puts 
him  under  contract  as  a  laborer  for  the  coming  season.  From 
the  province  of  Ryazan  we  hear  that  the  peasant's  labor  is 
pledged  to  the  landlord  for  two  or  three  years  ahead,  and  at  a 
fabulously  low  rate.  In  the  autumn  the  landlord  contracts  for 
the  peasant's  labor  at  a  rate  which,  on  the  average,  is  47  to  50 

'  Shornik  statist.  sve<i.  po  Tanibovskoi  gub. ,  vol.  xix,  pp.  28,  29.  Maslov,  o/>. 
cit.,  p.  264. 

'  Maslov,  o/>,  cit.y  p.  268. 
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per  cent  lower  than  the  current  wages.  In  other  words,  the 
peasant  pays  on  the  bread  or  the  money  received  from  the  land- 
lord 47  to  50  per  cent  interest  for  half  a  year.'  High  provin- 
cial officials,'  being  questioned  on  the  subject  by  the  central 
government,  reported  all  forms  of  field  labor  contracted  for 
ahead  of  time  as  forms  of  forced  labor,  the  economic  conditions 
of  the  peasantry  forcing  them  into  the  position  of  serfs.  Not 
only  are  such  contracts  permitted  by  the  government,  but  their 
specific  performance  is  enforced  and  their  breach  is  treated  as 
a  misdemeanor.  Article  lOi  of  the  law  of  June  12,  1886,  di- 
rects the  police  to  bring  to  the  landlord  all  contracted  laborers 
who  have  failed  to  appear  or  who  have  left  the  landlord's  fields 
before  the  work  was  completed.  Such  a  runaway  peasant  makes 
himself  liable  to  detention  in  jail  for  one  month. 


The  manifesto  of  February  19,  1861,  ended  with  these  words: 
**  Make  the  sign  of  the  cross,  ye  orthodox  people,  and  pray  with 
us  for  the  blessing  of  God  upon  your  free  labor,  the  pledge  of 
your  domestic  happiness  and  of  the  public  weal !  "  This  beauti- 
ful sentiment  was,  however,  but  a  figure  of  speech.  The  mani- 
festo itself  did  not  give  to  the  peasantry  the  rights  enjoyed  in 
Russia  by  other  classes  of  the  population.  It  merely  stated  that 
'*  the  serfs  will  receive  in  time  all  the  rights  of  freemen."  That 
time  has  never  come ;  the  peasant  has  never  been  made  the 
equal  of  other  men  before  the  law.  And  every  law  promulgated 
since  1861  in  regard  to  the  peasantry  has  been  class  legislation. 
The  abolition  act  modified  the  situation  of  the  peasant,  but  it 
did  not  free  him.  The  reform  of  1861  was  a  compromise 
measure  which  improved  the  political  situation  of  the  peasant 
but  made  his  economic  situation  worse.  The  legislation  of 
Alexander  III  was  reactionary  to  an  extreme.  To  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  present  reigning  tsar,  his  majesty  himself  obviously 
ascribes  no  value  or  significance ;  for  law  has  been  abolished 
throughout  the  Empire.     Order  and  obedience  are  maintained 

'  Otcherki  po  krestianskomu  voprosu,  edited  by  A.  A.  Manuiloff,  vol.  i,  p.  54. 
'  In  Tombov,  Vologda  and  Ufa. 
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by  Cossacks'  whips  and  Gatling  guns  for  men  and  women  and 
burning  torches  for  the  farm  houses.  Cavour  was  mistaken 
when  he  said,  "  Any  fool  can  govern  a  people  by  military  law." 
Not  any,  and  not  all  the  time.  Only  a  year  ago  one  traveling 
through  Russia  and  asking  the  peasants,  *'  Whose  are  you  ?  '* 
would  hear  everywhere  the  answer,  **  So  and  so*s,"  giving  the 
name  of  the  local  rural  commander  (^zemski  natchalnik).  To- 
day many  a  peasant  will  answer,  **  I  shall  be  my  own." 

The  economist  who  would  regard  the  Russian  peasant  as  freed 
from  serfdom  might  just  as  plausibly  claim  that  Russia  has  a 
constitutional  form  of  government,  guaranteeing  the  life  and 
liberty  of  the  citizens.  He  might  call  attention  to  the  first 
article  of  the  manifesto  of  October  17,  1905,  which  reads: 

We  make  it  the  duty  of  the  government  to  execute  this  our  inflexible 
will: 

( I )  To  give  to  the  population  the  immovable  foundations  of  civic 
liberty  on  the  principles  of  actual  inviolability  of  person,  freedom  of 
conscience,  of  speech,  of  public  gatherings  and  unions. 

But  this  manifesto  has  had  no  effect  on  the  realities  of  Rus- 
sian life.  A  cynical  but  frank  Russian  statesman,  when  asked 
about  the  matter,  answered  plainly:  The  manifesto  imposes 
upon  the  government  the  duty  to  grant  the  people  inviolability 
of  person  and  all  sorts  of  freedom ;  but  has  the  government 
promulgated  any  such  laws?  It  has  not;  and  therefore  the 
people  of  Russia  can  claim  no  inviolability  of  person  nor  any  of 
the  enumerated  liberties. 

Very  similar  in  this  respect  was  the  manifesto  of  Februar>' 
19,  1861.  It  promised  to  the  peasantry  **  in  time"  all  the 
rights  of  freemert.  But  the  time  has  not  come.  And  it  is 
not  so  much  the  lack  of  land  that  has  ruined  the  peasantry  as 
class  legislation,  the  oppression  of^the  bureaucracy  and  the 
suppression  of  education. 

Alexander  II  criticised  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  America 
because  the  negroes  were  freed  without  land.  They  received 
no  land,  but  they  received  freedom.  And  which  is  now  better 
situated  from  an  economic  point  of  view — the  American  negro 
or  the  Russian  peasant?  Is  the  negro  starving?  But  famine  now 
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prevails  in  Russia.  The  Russian  press  claims  this  famine  to  be 
more  intense  than  even  in  1891,  when  650,000  people  died  of 
starvation.  And  there  has  not  been  a  single  year  in  the  reign 
of  Nicholas  II  when  famine  has  not  raged  in  some  part  of  Rus- 
sia. These  famines  are  not  the  unavoidable  calamities  of 
nature,  they  are  logical  and  necessary  consequences  of  the 
economic  and  political  position  of  the  peasantry.  To  maintain 
autocracy,  the  zemstvo  schools  were  antagonized  by  the  govern- 
ment and  the  peasants  were  kept  illiterate.  To  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  a  politically  advanced  city  proletariat,  the 
village  community  system  was  maintained  and  extended,  and 
the  peasants  were  tied  to  land  allotments  too  large  to  be  buried 
in  but  too  small  to  live  on.  In  the  interest  of  the  landed  no- 
bility, colonization  of  the  peasantry  was  suppressed  till  it  was  too 
late.  The  peasant  has  fed  the  whole  bureaucratic  machinery ; 
and  whatever  was  left  him  by  the  tax-gatherer  has  been  ap- 
propriated by  the  landlord. 

But  the  end  has  come.  Financially  the  regime  has  become 
insolvent.  Ordinary  expenditures  can  be  met  by  foreign  loans. 
The  bankers  will  make  profits ;  but  the  innocent  public  might 
as  well  invest  in  notes  issued  by  Mme.  Therese  Humbert  as  in 
bonds  issued  by  the  autocrat  of  all  the  Russias.  Politically  the 
present  regime  will  have  to  deal  with  peasant  insurrections  for 
land  and  liberty.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  sporadic  agrarian 
risings  will  be  put  down ;  that  the  long  exhausted  fields  will  be 
enriched  by  peasant  blood;  that  peasant  homesteads  will  be 
burned  as  they  were  burned  seven  centuries  ago  by  the  Tartars, 
and  as  they  have  been  burned  during  the  last  year  by  the  tsar's 
punitive  expeditions.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  time  the 
peasants  will  get  all  the  rights  of  freemen.  They  will  get  those 
rights  because  they  will  take  them.  The  government  still  com- 
mands the  bayonets ;  but  these  are  peasant  bayonets,  and  they 
are  beginning  to  waver  because  the  peasants  are  beginning  to 

think. 

Vladimir  G.  Simkhovitch. 


THE  HOUSING  PROBLEM  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 

TIIK  most  serious  aspect  of  tlic  great  disaster  In  San  Fran- 
cisco was  not  the  loss  of  life  or  of  accumulated  property* 
It  w;i<7i  the  destruction  of  homes  and  the  loss  of  incomes 
that  for  the  time  being  staggered  what  was  perhaps  the  most 
self-reliant  and  prosperous  of  American  communities.  The 
absolute  loss  of  wealth  was  indeed  great,  bat  there  are  no  outer 
indications  that  it  had  any  pronounced  effect  on  the  health, 
spirits  and  general  manner  of  life  or  even  on  the  spending  habits 
of  the  well-to-do  people  of  the  community.  Some  rich  young 
men  have  come  home  from  foreign  parts  and  gone  to  w^ork. 
Some  families  have  reduced  the  number  of  their  servants  or  ha\*e 
decided  to  live  all  the  year  in  their  suburban  summer  homes. 
Some  men  who  were  about  to  retire  from  active  business  have 
a  probably  not  unwelcome  excuse  for  changing  their  minds. 
On  the  other  hand,  retail  merchants  who  assumed  a  revolution- 
ary change  in  the  purchasing  habits  of  their  customers  and  laid 
in  a  stock  of  inferior  and  cheaper  goods  have  uniformly  been 
disappointed,  and  have  found  that  if  they  are  to  regain  and  keep 
their  trade  they  must  supply,  even  at  extravagant  prices,  goods 
of  the  same  high  value  that  have  been  demanded  in  the  past. 
There  is  perhaps  no  city  with  a  higher  per  capita  consumption; 
and  extraordinary  as  it  appears,  this  is  as  true  to-day  as  it  was  a 
year  ago.  The  persistence  of  expenditure  may  be  accounted 
for  in  part  by  the  circulation  of  insurance  money  and  relief 
money;  but  it  seems  much  more  reasonable  to  attribute  it  to 
the  fact  that  people  do  not  suddenly  change  their  established 
habits,  and  to  a  justifiable  recognition  of  the  probability  that, 
with  the  speedy  restoration  of  factories,  stores  and  means  of 
communication  and  with  the  economic  resources  of  the  state 
intact,  there  will  be  no  serious  permanent  reduction  of  incomes 
and  therefore  no  occasion  to  lower  materially  the  standard  of 
living. 

There  has  never  been  presented  a  more  striking  illustration 
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that  it  is  not  the  stored  and  embodied  wealth  of  any  community 
that  counts  in  its  economic  welfare,  not  even  those  parts  of  its 
wealth  that  are,  as  we  say,  "  invested  "  in  great  office  buildings 
and  banks  and  impressive  stores.  It  is  the  flow  of  capital  from 
mines  and  farms  and  factories,  through  shops  and  warehouses 
and  markets,  that  is  of  prime  significance ;  and  it  is  because  even 
these  essential  factors  of  an  industrial  life  and  the  homes  which 
give  a  basis  for  domestic  life  were  destroyed  with  the  rest  that 
San  Francisco  towards  the  end  of  April  was  stricken  as  if  with 
economic  and  moral  paralysis.  It  was  not  really  so,  but  for  a 
time  so  it  seemed.  There  was  much  aimless  moving  to  and  fro 
on  the  streets.  Food  came  from  relief  stations  and  not  from 
markets,  for  the  reason  that  there  were  neither  markets  nor 
money  with  which  to  buy  in  them.  Clothing  came  from  the 
second-hand  bureaus.  "  Hand-out "  methods  took  the  place  of 
purchase  and  sale.  Great  trucks  moved  through  the  streets,  but 
they  were  filled  with  relief  stores  to  be  given  away,  as  a  few 
days  earlier  they  had  been  filled  with  household  effects  of  escap- 
ing refugees.  Plumbers,  carpenters,  laborers,  physicians,  sani- 
tary inspectors,  nurses  and  relief  workers  were  busy,  but  under 
a  strange  constraint,  serving  without  compensation  or  with  un- 
official promises  of  pay  from  some  undefined  source.  Ordi- 
nary economic  relations  were  suspended.  The  great  altruistic 
wave  •had  already  spent  its  force.  The  whole  community 
seemed  to  be  waiting,  wondering,  marking  time.  The  slight 
earthquake  shocks  which  were  felt  almost  daily  delayed  the 
restoration  of  complete  mental  equilibrium;  and  yet  every- 
one did  what  it  was  necessary  to  do,  and  the  newspapers  did  not 
for  a  moment  cease  to  talk  bravely  about  the  restoration  which 
was  to  come  in  the  future  as  if  it  were  already  taking  place. 

And  then,  about  a  month  after  the  fire,  with  what  seemed  to 
the  writer  at  the  time  a  miraculous  suddenness,  the  whole  aspect 
of  things  changed.  People  moved  on  the  streets  as  before,  but 
now  with  evidently  definite  motives.  Free  transportation  of 
passengers  ceased.  Commercial  consignments  of  goods  began 
to  arrive.  Provision  markets,  restaurants,  clothing  and  other 
retail  stores  began  to  multiply.  Crowds  no  longer  besieged  the 
mayor's  office  and  central  relief  bureaus,  although  in  the  camps 
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and  in  the  local  districts  systematic  relief  was  to  continue  for 
many  weeks.  Trucks,  delivery  wagons  and  street  cars  resumed 
more  nearly  their  normal  functions.  However  imperfectly,  and 
with  whatever  handicaps  from  loss  of  buildings  and  injury  to 
streets,  the  ordinary  economic  life  of  San  Francisco,  for  which 
preparation  had  been  making  for  many  days  beneath  the  sur- 
face, was  renewed.  The  restoration  of  light,  of  water  and  of 
sewers,  the  clearing  of  a  few  thoroughfares,  the  rebuilding  of 
chimneys,  the  close  inspection  of  the  entire  city,  both  on  the 
surface  and  beneath  it,  for  indicatfons  of  any  sources  of  infec- 
tion, the  anxious  but  satisfactory  scrutiny  of  bank  resources  dur- 
ing the  long  holiday  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  safe  to  open  for 
business,  the  rehabilitation  of  the  municipal  departments  of 
police,  fire,  health  and  public  works,  had  been  going  on  from 
the  very  hour  of  the  disaster;  but  it  was  not  until  near  the  end 
of  May  that  the  results  were  apparent  and  the  new  start  may  be 
said  to  have  been  made. 

With  that  new  start  the  general  suspension  of  incomes,  to 
which  I  have  referred  as  one  of  the  two  really  serious  aspects 
of  the  disaster,  came  to  an  end.  It  is  true  that  it  did  not  come 
to  an  end  for  all,  and  there  are  doubtless  some  for  whom  it  will 
not  pass  until  there  has  been  a  complete  readjustment  by  change 
of  occupation  or  by  removal.  Physicians  were  most  frequently 
cited  as  the  class  which  had  suffered  most  severely,  but  this  is 
at  once  a  tribute  to  the  extraordinary  good  health  of  the  com- 
munity and  an  indication  that  prior  to  April  there  may  possibly 
have  been  an  over-supply  in  the  medical  profession.  Clergy- 
men may  suffer  because  of  the  destruction  of  so  large  a  number 
of  churches  and  a  lack  of  resources  for  immediate  rebuilding. 
Salesmen  and  clerks  are  probably  in  less  demand,  although  in 
the  frame  buildings  which  have  been  constructed  for  the  pur- 
pose and  in  the  converted  Van  Ness  Avenue  mansions  nearly  all 
kinds  of  retail  trade  are  as  active  as  in  the  old  days.  Rents  and 
fixed  charges  are  much  less  than  formerly,  and  profits  are  said  to 
be  correspondingly  greater.  If  this  is  so,  there  will  soon  be  as 
much  demand  as  ever  for  salesmen  and  clerks,  and  the  same 
will  be  true  of  hotel  and  restaurant  clerks  and  waiters,  who  for 
the  first  few  weeks  were  perhaps  in  the  most  helpless  condition 
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of  all.  White  domestic  servants  may  have  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Chinese  and  distribute  themselves  in  other  cities, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  any  long  continued  excess  of  supply 
in  this  direction.  As  early  as  June,  the  rehabilitation  com- 
mittee declined  to  send  domestics  out  of  the  city  for  the  reason 
that  the  local  employment  bureaus  reported  that  the  demand 
was  in  excess  of  the  supply.  Stenographers  and  competent 
clerks  have  been  in  constant  demand,  and  as  early  as  August 
employees  of  street  railways  found  themselves  in  a  position  to 
engage  in  a  strike.  Although  it  was  not  successful,  the  fact  that 
it  was  undertaken  at  all  may  be  regarded  as  evidence  that  there 
was  no  desperate  lack  of  employment  in  those  occupations.  In 
fact,  the  street  railways  have  been  busier  than  ever  on  such  lines 
as  they  have  operated,  and  have  found  their  profits  scarcely 
diminished. 

The  greatest  demand  is  naturally  in  the  building  trades  and 
for  common  labor.  Wages  have  persistently  soared  higher 
than  was  felt  by  the  building  trades  council  to  be  desirable ; 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  will  eventually  result  in  the 
importation  of  carpenters,  masons,  bricklayers,  plumbers  and 
their  helpers  in  such  large  numbers  as  to  make  impossible,  after 
the  existing  abnormal  conditions  have  passed,  the  maintenance 
of  the  supremacy  which  trade  unionism  has  held  for  so  long  in 
San  Francisco.  Employers  make  no  secret  of  their  determina- 
tion to  end  what  they  have  considered  an  intolerable  monopoly, 
and  even  hint  at  an  organized  effort  to  break  down  the  Chinese 
exclusion  laws  as  a  means  to  that  end. 

The  restoration  of  incomes  has  thus  long  preceded  the  re- 
building of  the  city ;  and  for  the  next  ten  years  or  more  we  are 
likely  to  see  the  apparently  anomalous  and  yet,  in  the  light  of 
ordinary  economic  analysis,  perfectly  intelligible  spectacle  of  a 
prosperous  community,  with  an  exceptionally  high  standard  of 
living,  working  under  fairly  normal  conditions,  perhaps  with 
even  a  little  more  than  the  average  American  intensity,  and 
enjoying  meanwhile  a  fair  share  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of 
life,  but  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  the  very  elementary  task 
of  rebuilding  its  business  blocks,  covering  its  bare  hills  again 
with  dwellings,  replacing  its  school  houses  and  municipal  build- 
ings and  putting  its  streets  into  condition  for  traffic. 
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The  destruction  of  the  homes  of  one-half  the  population  of 
San  Francisco — ^the  other  staggering  blow  to  its  tempoml  and 
spifitiial  welfare — is  more  fully  to  be  considered.  In  a  word 
this  loss,  unlike  Uic  loss  of  incomes,  remains  to  be  repaired.  At 
this  writing  practically  no  homes  have  as  yet  been  rebuilt ;  and 
it  is  reasonably  certain  that  betT*^een  fifty  and  one  hundred 
thousand  people — say  twenty  thousand  families — will  find  them- 
selves compelled  to  leave  San  Francisco  definitely  for  at  least  a 
year,  or  to  live  in  tempo rar)^  dwellings  in  which  no  real  home 
life  is  possible,  or  to  crowd  into  basements  or  living  rooms 
already  sufficiently  occupied  but  capable  of  overcrowding  under 
compulsion,  as  livintj  rooms  have  been  crowded  before  in  other 
cities,  with  consequences  so  well  known  as  not  to  require 
enumeration. 

Temporal^'  shelter  for  tlic  homeless  has  been  provided  by  the 
establishment  of  camps,  the  tents  for  which  were  furnished  largely 
by  the  war  department  from  the  ?tpccial  relief  appropriation  made 
by  the  government,  and  by  the  erection  of  barracks,  also  organ- 
ized *is  military  camps  and  located  like  the  tent  camps  chiefly 
in  public  parka  and  squart^s.  Before  the  end  of  April  the  writer 
called  the  attention  of  the  emergency  committee  on  the  housing  of 
the  homeless — one  of  the  sub-committees  of  the  mayor's  original 
committee  of  safety — to  the  necessity  of  more  permanent  housing, 
and  su^rrested  that  a  portion  of  the  relief  fund  be  devoted  to  the 
erection  of  attractive  dweUings  to  be  sold  or  rented  to  refugees 
then  living  in  tents.  The  committee  did  not  see  its  way  to 
favorable  action  on  this  suggestion  and,  although  the  subject 
was  informally  discussed  by  all  concerned,  no  definite  step  was 
taken  until,  on  May  24,  I  presented  to  the  finance  committee 
of  relief  and  Red  Cross  funds — the  body  which  had  been 
entrusted  with  the  disbursement  of  the  entire  fund  available  for 
general  relief — the  following  written  recommendation: 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  and,  if  found  advisable,  to  carr)'  into  effect  the 
formation  of  a  business  corporation  to  acquire  land  and  erect  inex- 
pensive dwellings  to  be  rented  or  sold  on  reasonable  terms,  such  under- 
taking to  be  conducted  on  business  principles  and  in  such  a  manner  as 
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to  insure  the  security  of  the  principal  invested  and  a  moderate  rate  of 
interest,  and  that,  if  found  necessary,  the  capital  for  this  undertaking  be 
supplied  from  the  relief  and  Red  Cross  funds  in  such  amount  and  on 
such  terms  as  may  be  determined  upon  by  the  finance  committee  on 
the  report  of  the  special  committee. 

This  recommendation  was  adopted  and  a  special  committee 
of  three  members,  of  which  I.  W.  Hellman,  Jr.,  was  chairman, 
went  carefully  into  the  subject,  conferred  with  representatives 
of  the  New  York  chamber  of  commerce  and  the  Massachusetts 
relief  association,  each  of  which  bodies  still  retained  approx- 
imately a  half  million  dollars  which  had  been  raised  for  the 
relief  of  San  Francisco,  and  finally  reported  to  the  finance  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  the  general  plan.  Before  this  report  was 
acted  upon,  how-ever,  the  army  and  the  national  Red  Cross  had 
been  succeeded,  on  July  i,  by  the  relief  commission,  of  which 
the  writer,  as  representative  of  the  Red  Cross,  was  chairman. 

In  an  official  report  outlining  the  proposed  work  of  this  com- 
mission, prepared  at  the  request  of  the  finance  committee  and 
adopted  by  them  on  June  26,  appeared  the  following  paragraph  : 

The  question  of  shelter  appears  to  the  commission  to  be  the  one  of 
paramount  importance — so  important  indeed  as  to  require  not  only 
further  consideration  by  the  commission  itself  and  by  the  finance 
committee,  but  also  the  cooperation  of  a  strong  board  of  consulting 
architects  and  builders,  who  would  doubtless  be  willing  to  assist  the 
commission  in  this  capacity  without  compensation.  Estimates  are 
before  the  commission  for  the  construction  of  temporary  dwellings  of 
from  $200  to  $400  each.  His  honor,  Mayor  Schmitz,  has  expressed 
the  opinion  to  the  commission  that  instead  of  constructing  such  tem- 
porary buildings  every  effort  sliould  be  made  to  provide  before  the 
winter  season  a  sufficient  number  of  permanent  homes  of  an  attractive 
character  for  all  who  need  to  be  housed.  The  commission  is  inclined 
to  accept  this  view,  although  it  is  admitted  that  some  additional  tem- 
porary barracks  may  be  found  necessary  if  by  September  i  it  appears 
that  there  will  be  a  shortage  of  permanent  housing  accommodations. 

If  the  finance  committee  decides  that  it  will  be  advisable  that 
$1,000,000  or  some  such  amount  be  invested  in  acquiring  land  and 
erecting  homes  to  be  rented  and  sold  on  reasonable  terms  of  monthly 
payment,  it  is  probable  that  this  sum  can  be  greatly  augmented  by  in- 
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iMtDkeot  frcMn  prtv&tc  parties,  if  for  mm  t^^oii  tbe  goremmect  de- 
poiibi  are  ooi  fotmd  to  be  available  for  this  pttTpcie.  The  btjstBcss 
aui  be  to  conxiiicted  as  to  yay  a  reasonable  re  turn  on  soch  iBvestiBeDt 
and  still  make  the  dwelilti^  of  modciate  cost  to  cbe  vtnxm  and  par* 


In  the  report  from  wbkb  the  above  quotation  ts  made  ihere 
was  another  panigraph  outlining  a  plan  for  spedal  relief  and 
rehabilitation.  The  finance  committee^  however,  instead  of 
ptacmi^  thai  particular  work  in  the  hands  of  the  relief  com- 
mission, carried  into  effect  a  decision  whicli  had  been  reached 
nearly  two  months  earlier  and  appointed  for  this  purpose  a  re- 
hAbilitatJon  committee,  of  whieh  committee  also  the  wnter  w^as 
made  chairman. 

After  tiA  D  weeks*  careful  study  of  this  sub}ect  and  consulta- 
tion with  a  board  of  consulting  architects  and  practical  builders, 
a  report,  which  had  been  unanimously  adopted  both  by  the 
relief  commission  and  by  the  rehabilitation  committee,  was 
pre^nted  on  July  1 1  to  the  finance  comniJltce. 

A  plan  had  been  suggested  by  Mr,  M.  I L  De  Young  for  the 
giving  of  a  bonus  not  to  exceed  $500  to  any  person  who  ■  1 
a  lot  in  the  burnt  district  and  who  was  in  position  immediately 
to  rebuild.  The  bonus  was  not  to  exceed  in  any  instance  one- 
tliirtl  of  the  value  of  tlic  building  to  be  erected,  and  the  mone\* 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  contractor  on  the  completion  of  the  work, 
and  not  to  the  owner.  One  avowed  object  of  the  plan  was  to 
secure  the  early  rebuilding  of  the  old  San  Francisco.  The 
opening  paragrai)h  of  this  report  recommends,  in  effect,  the 
adoption  of  this  j)rincij)le,  and  the  remaining  paragraphs  deal 
successivel}'  with  the  shelter  of  the  aged  and  infirm  who  are 
entirely  dependent,  and  the  provision  of  permanent  homes  for 
working  men.  It  was  anticipated  that  not  less  than  $150,000 
would  be  required  for  increasing  the  temporary'  provision  for 
such  as  could  not  be  housed  in  any  of  these  ways  before  the 
winter  season.     The  report  was  substantially  as  follows: 

The  rehabilitation  committee  recommends  the  acceptance  of  the 
principle  that  vvorkingmen  and  others  of  moderate  means,  whose 
homes  were  destroyed  by  fire,  who  own  lots  in  the  burned  district,  and 
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who  cannot  obtain  from  banks,  building  and  loan  associations  or  other 
society  enough  to  rebuild  without  assistance,  should  be  aided  in  re- 
building by  a  donation  or  a  loan  from  the  relief  fund.  This  policy 
involves  no  new  action  by  the  finance  committee  except  the  appro- 
priation from  time  to  time  of  such  sums  as  may  be  required  by  the 
rehabilitation  committee  to  carry  it  into  effect.  It  is  exactly  in  line 
with  the  work  which  that  committee  was  created  to  undertake. 
Immediate  action  is  desirable  in  the  following  directions  : 

( 1 )  The  first  necessity  is  the  shelter  of  those  who  are  entirely  de- 
pendent. We  recommend  for  this  purpose  the  erection,  on  city 
property,  of  an  attractive  permanent  building  or  buildings,  on  the  cot- 
tage pavilion  plan,  for  the  care  of  aged  and  infirm  persons,  chronic 
invalids  and  other  adult  dependent  persons  for  whom  it  is  not  so  much 
a  question  of  rehabilitation  as  of  permanent  maintenance.  We  recom- 
mend that  such  building  or  buildings  to  be  erected  from  the  relief  fund 
be  large  enough  to  accommodate  1000  men  and  women,  and  that  the 
maintenance  of  the  institution  after  it  is  erected  be  left  to  the  munici- 
cipality.  Alternative  plans  would  be  to  care  for  these  aged  and  infirm 
persons  in  existing  private  institutions  on  a  per  capita  weekly  basis 
similar  to  that  on  which  patients  are  now  cared  for  in  private  hospitals, 
or  to  make  an  allowance  in  the  nature  of  a  pension  for  their  care  in 
private  families.  We  believe  that  the  erection  of  a  special  pavilion 
would  be  more  economical  and  that  it  has  the  indirect  advantage  of 
enabling  the  city  to  secure  an  attractive  modern  public  home  for  aged 
and  infirm  persons. 

(2)  The  next  and  most  serious  problem  is  the  supply  of  dwellings 
for  families  who  ordinarily  pay  a  moderate  rental,  who  do  not  own  land 
and  have  no  considerable  savings,  but  who  are  in  receipt  of  ordinary 
wages.  There  are  probably  5000  families  now  in  tents  or  other  tem- 
porary shelter  who  are  in  this  position.  Possibly,  if  those  who  are 
temporarily  out  of  the  city  and  who  desire  to  return  are  included,  this 
number  may  be  10,000.  No  accurate  estimate  is  possible,  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  no  information  available  as  to  what  number  has 
already  permanently  removed  to  suburban  towns,  what  number  has 
been  absorbed  in  existing  homes  by  the  doubling-up  process,  and  what 
number  will  build  for  themselves.  What  is  certain,  however,  is  that  no 
real  beginning  has  yet  been  made  by  private  enterprises  or  otherwise 
in  the  erection  of  dwellings  for  the  5000  families  of  which  we  have 
knowledge,  although  nearly  half  of  the  long  summer  season  which 
fortunately  lay  between  the  disaster  of  April  and  the  winter  season  has 
already  elapsed.     It  was,  therefore,  the  unanimous  conclusion  of  the 
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conference  I  and  it  is  the  ojGcial  rccommeDiiaUoii  of  the  fe[ief  ccxn- 
mbiion,  tlmt  in  AdilHiofi  to  all  tlmt  n  done  for  indiTklimls  tlifotigfi  the 
rdtabiliyitlon  committee,  sosnc  considembk  caDtributicm  to  tlie  sup- 
ply €l  homes  should  l)e  made  dJiectly  [torn  the  relief  and  Red  Cwm 
bindsi  etUier  by  ^oaadal  assistance  to  private  indivUiuab  or  corp<iTH- 
tioim  in  btii^Ung^  on  a  largie  scale»  suitable  dwellings  tm  satisfactory 
terms,  or  by  the  creation  for  this  partictilar  purpo^  of  an  incorpoiuted 
txKly  whirh  rjin  make  rontmrts  and  fnforce  l^al  oUigatiOfxs.  It  ^ 
iherefore  fee  omrnfrn tied  that,  uoIcia  the  alten^tive  itiggested  can  be 
made  immetliatety  eflfecth'e,  cieven  or  more  perwjns,  including  the 
mayor,  the  chairman  of  the  finance  iromu^ittee  and  suitable  repre- 
i^entation  of  the  national  Red  Cross,  the  executive  cominissioi)  and 
the  rehnbilitatbn  committee,  be  desi|;naied  by  the  finance  committee 
to  form  a  roqK>nitiwn  under  the  laws  of  this  state  relating  to  corpora- 
tjona  tiot  for  profit ;  that  not  less  U)an  1 1 ,000,000  be  subscribed  by  the 
finance  ccnrtmittee  as  capital,  or  as  a  permanent  ioao  to  this  corpora- 
tion ;  that  the  homes  thus  provided  be  sold  on  a  monthly  instalment 
plan  to  famMicsi  who  were  living  in  San  Francisco  on  April  17,  and 
rented  10  those  who  are  unable  to  purchase ;  that  all  income  from 
r^itals  and  imtes  after  meeting  necessary  expenses  be  invested  in  die 
ImOdb^  of  other  houses  or  for  such  oth^  public  philanlhrupic  objects 
as  may  be  decided  upon  by  the  corporation ,  with  the  consent  of  the 
finance  committee. 

After  one  year  it  mi^^^ht  be  found  practicable  and  desirable  for  the 
corporation  thus  fornuMl  to  sell  its  remaining  j)roi)erty  and  interests  to 
savings  bai.ks  or  olhciwisc  aiid  to  disj)ose  cf  the  entire  sum  thus  c>b- 
tained  for  the  relief  of  tl.osc  \\h(^  were  still  at  that  time  in  anv  way  in. 
distress  throiigli  l];c  discislir,  or,  if  there  were  no  such  distress,  then  for 
some  public  jdirpose  whidi  might  be  decided  upon. 

1"he  essenti.d  thing  at  this  time  is  that  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
some  of  the  fiinds  wlrich  arc  now  lying  idle  in  the  treasury  of  the 
tlnanc  e  <  onmiitlee  shall  be  i)ut  at  work  i)roviding  homes  for  the  work- 
ing peojjle  of  the  (^onuuunity.  The  ])lan  which  we  have  recommended 
is  fjroposed,  first,  as  a  relief  uieasure,  because  the  tents  will  not  provitie 
proper  shelter  after  ()cto])er  ;  second,  as  a  measure  of  ])ublic  policv, 
because  in  the  interests  of  the  conmninity  it  is  not  desirable  that  S.in 
Fran(  isro  shall  It  se  her  present  population  of  working  ])eople  merelv 
l)ecause  there  are  not  dwellii^^s  to  l)e  rented  or  bought  ;  third,  also  as 
a  measure  of  public  poli(  y,  because  it  is  desirable  that  workingmen 
shall  have  the  o])portunity  to  own  their  homes,  and  this  opportunity  is 
now  afTorded  not  on  a  charit;ible  but  on  a  reasonable  and  just  business 
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basis  ;  and  finally,  because  the  intelligent  and  efficient  carrying  out  of 
the  plan  proposed  will  enable  the  community  to  set  a  standard  of  at- 
tractive, sanitary,  safe  and  yet  comparatively  inexpensive  dwellings, 
which  will  have  a  beneficial  effect  not  only  in  the  immediate  future 
but  for  the  coming  generation.  The  cooperation  of  the  municipal 
administration  in  enforcing  suitable  conditions  as  to  sanitation,  light, 
ventilation,  fire  protection,  etc:  of  the  architects  in  making  plans  for 
convenient  and  attractive  homes  at  moderate  cost ;  of  the  building 
trades  in  getting  these  homes  built ;  and  of  the  finance  committee  in 
advancing  capital  and  creating  a  corporation  which  will  ensure  the 
])urchasers  against  fraud  or  injustice,  will  solve  the  housing  problem, 
and  nothing  less  than  this  cooperation  will  solve  it.  In  closing  this 
report,  however,  the  rehabilitation  committee  and  the  relief  com- 
mission alike  wish  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  there  is  no  intention  that 
the  relief  fund  shall  become  a  j^rovidence  of  the  refugees,  solving  all 
their  difficulties  and  relieving  them  of  all  individual  responsibility.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  each  family  will  to  the 
greatest  possible  extent  solve  its  own  problem,  find  its  own  capital,  de- 
cide on  the  plans  for  its  own  house  and  discharge  its  obligations  for 
any  money  advanced  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  that,  if  these  recom- 
mendations are  adopted,  the  entire  business  will  be  so  conducted  by 
the  rehabilitition  committee,  the  executive  commission  and  the  cor- 
poration formed  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  land  and  building  homes, 
as  to  preser\'e  in  full  integrity  the  fundamental  traits  of  American  char- 
acter, individual  initiative  and  personal  responsibility. 

Although  it  involves  some  repetition  it  will  be  worth  while  to 
incorporate  the  text  of  the  resolutions  adopted  three  days  later 
without  a  dissenting  vote  by  the  finance  committee,  in  order 
to  show  how  completely  this  committee  was  in  accord  at  that 
time  with  the  views  embodied  in  the  above  report.  The  reso- 
lutions were  introduced  by  Mr.  W.  Y .  Herrin,  the  general  coun- 
sel of  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad,  and  were  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  finance  committee  of  Red  Cross  and  relief  funds 
adopt  the  following  plan  and  make  the  following  appropriations  for  the 
rehabiliUtion  of  San  Francisco  : 

First:  That  $100,000,  or  such  less  sum  as  may  be  necessary,  be 
used  for  the  construction  of  a  building  or  pavilion  on  the  almshouse 
tr;ict,  San  Francisco,  to  afford  accommodations  for  the  destitute  people 
now  in  San  Francisco,  amounting  to  about  1000  persons. 
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Second  :  lliat  not  exceeding  f  150,000  be  used  in  tbc  coostmction 
tad  repair  of  temjioraTy  tmildings  m  the  public  parks  to  AHord  shelter 
for  the  homeless  dining  the  coming  winter. 

Ill  in! :  Ilia  I  not  exceetlfng  1500,000  l^e  used  as  donations  to  enable 
lot- owners  in  the  burned  district  to  rebuild  their  homes  in  such  district » 
such  donationf  to  be  made  ab  foUo\\^  :  I'o  each  lot- owner  shall  be  giTen 
a  sum  equal  to  one- third  of  the  cost  ol  the  building  to  be  constructed 
on  hi*  lot  in  the  burned  district,  such  donation,  however,  not  to  exceed 
in  any  one  case  $500,  and  no  more  than  one  donation  shall  be  ma^k 
to  any  one  person  or  family.  Such  donation  to  be  paid  to  the  con- 
tractor when  the  building  is  completed.  This  offer  to  remain  open 
until  the  (intt  day  of  Octolter,  1906,  unless  this  appropriation  of 
(500,000  is  sooner  exhausted. 

Fourth  :  'I  hat  not  exreeiltng  #500,000  be  used  in  making  loans  to 
those— whether  owneis  or  tenants — ^hose  places  of  residence  in  San 
Fmncisco  were  burned  in  the  gre^t  fire,  sur  h  loan  to  be  used  in  bund- 
ing new  dwellings  anywhcie  In  San  Francisco  on  a  lot  owned  by  the 
petion  to  whom  such  a  loan  is  made,  such  loan  to  equal  one^ third  of 
the  cvfsx  of  the  buiUting^  not,  however,  to  exceed  in  any  case  1^1,000^ 
and  no  more  than  one  loan  to  be  made  to  any  one  person  or  family. 
Security  for  such  loan  to  be  taken  by  way  of  second  mortgage  upon  the 
bitlldiug  and  lot  if  necessaiy,  the  l>of rower  to  pay  three  per  cent  net 
interest.  This  offer  to  remain  open  until  the  first  day  of  October, 
1906,  unless  this  appropriation  of  $500,000  is  sooner  exhausted. 

Fifth  :  That  not  exceeding  $2,500,000  be  used  in  the  acquisition  of 
tracts  of  land  in  suitable  and  convenient  locations  in  this  city  and 
county  and  in  the  erection  of  buildings  thereon  for  dwelling  purposes » 
such  buildings  to  be  either  cottages,  two-story  dwellings  or  flats  con- 
taining apartments  of  from  three  to  six  rooms  and  bath  each,  costing 
from  $750  to  i^2,ooo  for  each  cottage,  two-story  dwelling  or  apartment, 
to  be  erected  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  and  to  be  sold  at  cost  for 
cash  or  uj)on  the  installment  plan  to  bona-fide  residents  of  San  Fran- 
cisco who  are  engaged  in  some  business  or  employment. 

As  moneys  are  returned  to  the  fund  by  repayment  of  loans  in  sub- 
division fourth,  or  of  instilments  in  the  purchase  of  the  above  build- 
ings, such  money  shall  be  re- invested  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
first  instance.  When  the  rehabilitition  of  San  Francisco  shall  have 
been  accomplished,  any  money  remaining  in  the  fund  shall  be  disposed 
of  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco. 

Resolved,  further,  that  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  foregoing 
proposals,  a  corporation  be  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
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California  with  the  powers  necessary  for  the  purposes  required ;  that 
the  incorporators  of  such  corporation  shall  consist  of  the  members  of 
the  finance  committee  of  the  relief  and  Red  Cross  funds,  together 
with  the  governor  of  the  state  of  California  and  the  mayor  of  the  city 
and  county  of  San  Francisco,  said  corporation  to  have  a  board  of  di- 
rectors eleven  in  number,  and  from  such  board  of  directors  an  execu- 
tive committee  of  three  shall  be  chosen  with  full  power  to  transact  the 
business  of  said  corporation,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  supervision  and 
approval  of  the  board  of  directors. 

On  the  creation  of  the  corporation,  it  was  decided  that  it  should 
take  over  complete  responsibility  for  relief  work  and  the  man- 
agement of  camps,  as  well  as  the  building  operations  for  which 
it  had  at  first  been  proposed.  This  course  greatly  simplified 
the  relief  administration  and  was  in  all  respects  advantageous. 

Unfortunately,  however,  whether  because  of  this  increased 
responsibility  or  for  other  reasons,  the  executive  committee  of 
the  corporation  has  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  building  of 
homes  with  capital  supplied  from  the  relief  funds  is  impracti- 
cable. The  reasons  assigned  for  this  decision,  which  was 
reached  before  the  end  of  August,  were  that  the  amount  of  the 
relief  fund  would  not  be  sufficient,  after  meeting  the  other  de- 
mands upon  it ;  that  there  would  not  be  time  to  build  homes 
before  the  winter  season ;  and  that  to  enter  upon  the  plan  of 
selling  and  renting  homes  would  perpetuate  the  relief  fund 
instead  of  disposing  of  it  all,  as  donors  intended,  in  the  imme- 
diate relief  of  the  distress  caused  by  the  earthquake  and  fire. 

While  these  are  weighty  reasons  and  entitled  to  respectful 
consideration,  they  do  not  appear  to  the  writer  to  be  conclusive. 
The  funds  would  have  been  sufficient,  assuming  the  cooperation 
of  the  Red  Cross,  the  New  York  chamber  of  commerce  and 
the  Massachusetts  relief  association.  Representative  labor 
leaders  in  San  Francisco  strongly  favored  the  plan,  looking 
upon  it  as  the  greatest  opportunity  ever  likely  to  be  presented 
to  the  workingmen  of  the  community  to  become  home-owners. 
The  secretary  of  the  building  trades  council  appeared  twice 
officially  before  the  finance  committee  in  support  of  the  plan. 
The  perpetuation  of  the  fund  might  readily  have  been  avoided 
by  the  plan  suggested  in  the  report ;   and  even  if  not  enough 
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permanent  homes  could  have  been  bulk  tcy  house  the  cniirc  teni 
ajtd  bairack  population  before  November,  at  least  a  large  num- 
ber of  hDuses  eould  haie  been  eotnpleti^d.  and  this  consi dera- 
tion should  hnvc  weighed  in  favor  of  prompt  and  v'igorous 
aetiaa  nilht!r  than  art  a  reason  for  giving  up  all  attempt.  The 
arguments  presented  in  the  report  of  jyAy  1 1  remain  unanswcr* 
able. 

The  dedsion  of  the  corporation  is  to  expend  a  much  iarger 
amount  than  had  been  propo^d  in  the  erection  of  temporary* 
dwellings  in  parks  and  public  squares,  providing  light,  heat,  and 
plumbing  and  charging  accupantii  a  smaJl  rental  for  these  con- 
vcotcnces;  to  giVc  the  proposed  bonus  not  to  exceed  $5 DO  to 
enable  lot-owners^  in  the  burnt  district  to  rebuild ;  and  greatly 
to  enlarge  the  proposed  accommodations  for  helpless  depend- 
ents. The  temporaiy  dwelling  are  light  wooden  structures  of 
three  rooroSt  costing  $150  each.  They  are  better  than  tents, 
and  better,  while  they  last,  than  some  dark  city  tenements,  but 
ihey  oUtt  no  solution  of  the  real  hou^ttng  problem. 

Doubtless  the  members  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
corporation  have  ui^cd  their  best  judgment.  The  burden 
of  decision  and  the  responsibility  for  its  consequences  are 
upon  them.  To  one  sympathetic  observer,  who  has  ample 
rra^oii  for  Ini-tin;^  the  iiulL^nicnt  and  wisdom  of  tliosc  who  are 
carrv'iiii;  lliis  ir.irdcn  of  ic  sjjonsibility,  it  cannot  be  made  to  seem 
ollK-rwi.^o  than  llial  a  ;^"Kk-n  opporlunit}'  has  been  niisscd,  and 
that  1a'  eh.(M)si!v^v  ^^  build  ahiishouses  instead  of  comfortable 
liomes  the-  corporation  i^  unintentional!)-  adopting;  a  policy  wliicli 
will  tend  to  till  alni^hou -e^  and  e\'entuall\' lessen  the  demand  for 
homes.  It  is  the  pecnh'ar  and  well  justified  boast  of  San  Fran- 
cisco that  it  has  liad  frw  or  no  paujoer  dependents.  It  is  carn- 
nestl\-  to  be  ho})ed  that  the  barracks  and  temporary  cjuarters 
for  the  a^-d  and  helpless  which  the\'  are  now  buildin<7  so 
hurried!}-  may  s;;fel\-  be  destro\ed  in  a  year  or  two  at  most — 
and  tliat  tl^ee  will  not  remain,  as  has  happened  under  somewhat 
analoLious  circumst:uices  in  the  cit\'  of  Washington,  to  aid  subtK' 
in  croatiuL^  a  class  of  residents  fit  and  contented  to  dwell  in  tliem. 

Kdwaki)  T.  Devixf. 


AMERICAN  ADMINISTRATIVE  TRIBUNALS 

THE  safeguards  of  civil  liberty  find  expression  in  few  prin- 
ciples of  greater  importance  than  that  embodied  in  the 
maxim  that  every  man  is  entitled  to  his  day  in  court. 
And  the  almost  universal  belief  is  that  the  rule  is  without 
exception.  A  day  in  court  in  which  there  shall  be  adjudication 
of  the  very  right  of  the  matter — this  alone  satisfies  the  general 
conception.  A  judicial  determination  upon  some  mere  matter 
of  regularity  of  procedure  does  not  afford  such  satisfaction.  It 
can  not  be  long,  however,  before  it  will  be  recognized  that  this 
idea,  so  generally  entertained,  is  false.  For  in  the  United  States 
we  have  a  body  of  administrative  tribunals,  not  courts,  whose 
decisions  are  in  many  instances  as  final  as  those  of  the  regular 
judicial  establishments.  They  limit  liberty  and  control  prop- 
erty ;  and  in  the  matters  in  which  their  decisions  are  final,  the 
day  in  court  becomes  a  day  in  the  presence  of  administrative 
authorities  only.  And  numerous  as  are  our  courts,  the  body  of 
our  administrative  tribunals  is  perhaps  larger.  Under  a  strict 
definition  they  may  be  numbered  by  the  scores,  under  a  more 
liberal  definition  by  the  hundreds.  Though  they  are  not  digni- 
fied by  the  formal  recognition  which  has  been  accorded  to  the 
administrative  tribunals  of  France,  Germany  and  Austria,  their 
power  is  in  some  matters  even  more  substantial. 

The  failure  to  give  adequate  attention  to  the  institutions  of 
American  administrative  law,  and  particularly  to  the  adminis- 
trative tribunals,  has  resulted  more  unfortunately  than  is  realized. 
Some  of  the  most  trying  questions  that  have  arisen  of  recent 
years  in  state  and  national  politics  and  public  law  have  remained 
unanswered  or  have  been  answered  only  partially  because  of  the 
uncertainty  in  which  our  administrative  law  is  involved.  And 
the  question  which  now  occupies  public  attention  in  the  United 
States,  that  of  railroad  rate  regulation  and  the  interstate  com- 
merce commission,  has  vexed  the  minds  of  Congressmen  as  it 
would  not  have  vexed  them  if  the  limits  of  the  administrative 
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ftincliori  had  been  carefully  ascertained.'  An  answer  has  been 
given  to  that  question.  But  will  it  prove  satisfactory^  and  ade~ 
qtiaie?  Hardly  a  plan  was  proposed  as  to  the  constitutionality 
or  economic  adequacy  of  which  there  was  not  profound  sceptic- 
ism,  This  sceptictsni  would  have  been  much  diminished  if  the 
admini^tfative  aspects  of  the  problem  had  received  due  attentioo ; 
certainly  it  was  justified  so  long  as  they  wxre  almost  entirely 
neglected.  And  even  though  both  the  constitutional  and  econ- 
omic questions  be  answered  successfully,  the  solution  vdW 
not  be  adequate  until  certain  of  those  great  questions  of  ad- 
ministrative law  which  He  below  the  surface  are  answered. 

This  condition  is  characteristic  of  the  times.  More  and  more 
it  is  coming  to  be  seen  that  it  is  from  the  solution  of  the  admin- 
istrative problems  before  us  that  we  are  to  receive  the  greatest 
practical  benefit.  Writers  on  the  economics  of  taxation,  while 
dicy  would  not  recognise  that  all  has  been  done  that  can  be 
done  in  fixing  the  principles  of  justice  in  taxation  or  determin- 
ing the  effect  of  various  taxes  on  labor  and  capital,  would,  with 
few  exceptions  perhaps,  admit  gladly  that  the  time  is  at  hand 
for  testing  certain  of  their  accepted  principles,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  questions  of  administration  are  the  important 
practical  questions  of  the  day.  Let  the  laws  of  railroad  taxa- 
tion in  the  United  States  during  the  last  fifteen  years  be  read 
one  by  one,  every  provision  being  scanned.'  He  who  but  runs 
through  them  will  have  read  an  indelible  lesson  of  the  need  of 
administrative  betterment.  Let  the  operation  of  these  laws  be 
examined  in  detail,  especially  from  the  standpoint  of  the  valua- 
tion of  the  property,  and  he  will  be  left  blankly  wondering  that 
so  little  has  been  done  in  places  where  there  is  so  much  to  do.^ 
The  administration  of  the  laws  of  railroad  valuation  in  the 
United  States  at  the  present  day  is  often  farcical  in  the  extreme. 

President  Roosevelt  in  his  message  of  December,  1905, 
recommended   that   the  power  to  f\K  a  maximum   rate  for  rail- 

'  Cf.  Hearings  on  Railroad  Kates,  by  the  Senate  Commillee  on  Interstate  Con- 
nierce  (  1905),  pj).  S53,  S54. 

'  Cf.  llie  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  Report  on  Railways  in  the  United  Slates 
in  1902,  part  v. 

*  See  Census  liulletin  no.  21. 
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road  carriage  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  body  which  should 
be  "  unequivocally  administrative."  This  emphatic  declaration 
endorses  the  importance  of  the  administrative  problem.  Yet 
when  may  a  body  be  said  to  be  unequivocally  administrative  ? 
As  long  as  the  present  decisions  stand,'  it  will  be  insisted  that 
there  is  equivocation,  however  unintentional,  in  any  proposal  to 
invest  an  administrative  body  with  the  "legislative"  power  to 
make  a  rate.  In  the  present  condition  of  American  public  law 
the  making  of  a  perfect  distinction  between  legislative,  adminis- 
trative and  judicial  powers  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty.  It  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  powers  of  the  interstate  com- 
merce commission — to  take  but  a  single  instance — have  been 
variously  described  as  legislative,  administrative,  judicial,  quasi- 
legislative,  ^;/^j/-administrative  and  ^//^ ^/-judicial.  Precision  is 
unattainable  until  the  courts  have  expressed  themselves  in  much 
greater  detail  than  they  have  done.  The  dearth  of  decisions 
upon  this  subject  by  the  United  States  supreme  court  is  aston- 
ishing. It  appears  that  not  until  the  year  1893  did  this  court 
express  itself  upon  the  fundamental  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  delegate  its  legislative  powers  to  the  president.* 
The  assertion  then  made — that  Congress  cannot  delegate  legis- 
lative power — was  without  reservation,  but  it  has  come  very  late 
in  our  history.  And  after  all,  inasmuch  as  it  opens  a  wide  and 
uncertain  field  for  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  executive  regula- 
tion, it  affords  but  a  small  contribution  toward  the  precise 
delimitation  of  the  legislative,  the  executive  and  the  adminis- 
trative spheres,  and  the  determination  of  the  cases  in  which 
these  spheres  may  overlap.  In  France  during  the  last  dozen 
years  there  appears  to  have  been  an  ever-mounting  tide  of  dis- 
cussion regarding  the  separation  of  powers  and  of  functions.^ 

*Sce  Social  Circle  case,  162  U.  S.  184;  Cincinnati  Freight  Bureau  case,  167  U.  S. 
479.  For  the  commission's  conclusion  as  to  the  effect  of  these  decisions  see  7  I.  C. 
C.  Rep.  286;  for  summary  of  the  law,  Judson  on  Interstate  Commerce,  sec.  123. 
But  see  W.  C.  Noycs,  American  Railroad  Rates,  pp.  206,  207. 

*  Field  V,  Qark,  143  U.  S.  649.  And  see  Fairlie,  National  Administration  of  the 
United  States,  p.  25. 

'  See  £.  Artur,  De  la  separation  des  pouvoirs  et  de  la  separation  des  fonctions  de 
jugcr  ct  d'administrer  (Paris,  1905),  and  R^n^  Jacquelin,  Lcs  principcs  dominants  du 
contentieux  (Paris,  1899).     The  latter  book  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  first  treat- 
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It  is  much  more  ihaji  the  great  thcor>^  which  ^fontesquicu  nia^c 
of  il  iQ  ihc  eighteenth  ceniury*  As  oiir  own  present  experience 
attcnts.  it  tnvolvei  pnictiai]  problem!^  of  stirpassing  difficulty. 

Tkf  adminisiraiivf  fri^u^^/s. — The  administrative  authorities 
in  the  Uiiilcd  States  which  have  pov^'crs  of  adjudication,  or  of 
dLscf^dHajy  determt nation,  have  usually  been  termed  tribunals 
rather  than  courts*  This  term  ha$  been  employed  by  the  pre^- 
denl,  the  ciraiit  court  of  appeals,  oiTiceni  of  the  department  of 
justice  and  wHteri^  on  administrative  taw  here  and  abroad.  But 
the  American  admini*^trativc  tribunal,  because  of  the  rank  growth 
of  the  taw  on  which  it  depends,  is  generally  a  thing  of  indefinite 
outlines.  In  a  broad— and,  it  muf^l  be  conf ciliated,  loose — sen^ 
the  term  **  tribunal  "  may  be,  and  has  been,  applied  to  all  ad- 
ministrative officers  exercismg  discretionary  pouters.  If  we  use 
the  term  in  this  sen^e,  then  the  adminiHirative  tribunals  in  iJie 
state  and  national  governments  arc  manifold  in  number  and  type. 
But  there  is  a  narrower  usai^c — -yet  still  an  indefmile  usage — 
which  applies  it  only  to  admlnistrattvc  authorities  which  either 
in  their  procedure,  their  constitution  or  their  powders,  or  in  one  or 
more  of  these  matters,  closely  resemble  court*  of  general  juris- 
diction/ It  Is  r.ither  wtth  the  latter  clas^  that  we  are  here  con* 
ccrned,  for  while  the  former  is  well  known,  in  connection  with 
ihi-  law  of  public  (^iTiccrs.  the  latter  has  scarcely  a  niche  in  our 
tU\:;.'j)tc(l  !cl;.i1  classification. 

'I'lie  .ulininistrative  tribunals  oi  the  states  and  of  the  nation 
.u'l'  e-\en  more   distinct,  each  from   the  other,  than   are  the  state 

ii:'  lit  -(  p.ir.iiioii  <(f  jx'wcr^,  tlic  >t-;(>n<i  of  scjiaration  oi  funclioiis.  Tlie  discussion  oi 
iI:k  »|\k-^ti.iM  i-^  iioi  C'lnriiud  Id  special  works.  In  many  j;t*neral  treatises  on  adminis- 
tiaiuf  l.iw  It  i'lay>  a  j  roniinciit  j-ait. 

'  In  the  present  ^latc  of  tlie  adminivtrative  law  of  the  I'nilcd  States  il  can  hardly  l>e 
of  advantai^'c  in  >u  l.iief  an  aiiicle  to  make  more  precise  distinctions.  Kut  if  the  law 
wci'-  scicnlifKaliy  dcNelopcHi  il  mi;^ht  he  helj^ful  to  distinguish  two  classes  of  tri- 
1  unals,  upon  somewliat  the  same  basis  as  that  ujvjn  which  the  Gemians  di^tint^uish 
between  the  aiillv  >ritics  enterlainiiu';  the  ]'cyica!(utiqybcscir<.UL-rde  and  those  entertaining 
the  \'cr'a'i:lti()}i^,klii^r.  There  might  prove  to  l»e  much  of  practical  value  in  this.  It 
wou'd  as>ivl  ill  the  distinction  and  analy-is  of  the  ordinar)'  administrative  control  and 
of  administrative  litigation.  See  Hue  de  (irais,  Ilandbuch  der  Vcrfas^ung  imd  Ver- 
waliung,  ip.  73-75:  (J.  von  Sarwey,  Allgemeines  \'erwaltungsrecht,  pj).  152,  153. 
in  Marcpiardscn ;  and  the  aiticle  on  "  \'erwallung  "  in  Meyer's  Konver^ations- 
I.c-vikon. 
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and  national  judicial  courts.  They  form  two  separate  systems. 
Though  the  federal  judges  have  displayed  a  tactful  policy  of 
non-interference,  the  national  courts  may  in  some  cases  control 
the  state  courts,  directly  or  indirectly.  But  the  national  ad- 
ministration seldom  or  never  interferes  with  the  state  adminis- 
tration by  administrative  as  distinguished  from  judicial  process. 
Their  remoteness  is  even  more  emphasized  by  their  diverse 
characters  and  by  the  difference  in  the  matters  with  which  they 
have  to  deal. 

The  state  boards,  bureaus  or  offices  which  have  the  power  of 
adjudication  or  discretionary  determination,  and  which  are 
assimilated  in  their  procedure,  constitution  or  powers  to  the 
judicial  courts,  are  of  many  kinds.  They  range  from  dairy  com- 
missions up  to  boards  of  health  and  superintendents  and  boards 
of  education  ;  and  of  recent  years  they  are  to  be  found  in  almost 
every  branch  of  commonwealth  administration.  One  of  the 
most  remarkable  tendencies  in  commonwealth  administration  at 
the  present  time  is  the  rapid  multiplication  of  such  authorities. 
In  1903  alone,  about  140  new  permanent  state  boards  and  offices 
were  created,  as  well  as  some  75  temporary  commissions  and  39 
special  investigating  committees.'  Of  course  many  of  these 
organs  of  government  are  not  tribunals  even  in  the  loose  sense 
in  which  the  term  is  here  employed,  but  are  more  properly 
merely  administrative  authorities. 

The  administrative  tribunals  of  the  national  government  are 
more  highly  developed  than  those  of  the  states,  one  of  them 
being  so  like  a  court  in  its  organization  and  procedure  as  to  have 
received  that  designation.  The  more  conspicuous  among  them 
are  the  boards  of  general  appraisers,  the  comptroller  of  the 
treasury,  the  interstate  commerce  commission,  the  court  of 
claims,  the  commissioner  of  internal  revenue  and  the  secretar}'- 
of  the  interior.  There  are  in  addition  many  minor  and  in- 
ferior tribunals.  Their  number  is  accounted  for  not  so  much 
by  the  variety  of  subjects  which  fall  under  the  national 
administration  as  by  the  hierarchical  organization  of  that  ad- 
ministration.    This  has  resulted  in  a  system  of  appellate  juris- 

*  New  York  State  Library  Bulletin,  Review  of  legislation  for  1903. 
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diction  which  is  seldom  foiind  in  the  states.  Among  these 
minor  tribunal  are  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  the  board  of 
pension  appeal!!*  the  patent  offices  board  of  exaininers-io-chief, 
the  register  and  receiver  of  the  general  land -office. 

P>ench  writcni  on  administrative  law»  such  as  M.  Laferriere/ 
whose  attitude  is  adopted  by  M*  Jacquelin.  refuse  to  consider 
our  feder«t]  court  of  chums  as  in  any  sense  an  administrative 
courts  because,  *'  tike  all  the  federal  courts/*  it  is  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  suprenu:  ojurt.  It  ts,  says  Laferriere,  a  judicial 
tribunals  deciding  administrative  causes.  These  t%o  writers 
seem  to  lake  the  position  that  if  the  court  of  claims  cannot  be 
considered  an  administrative  tribunal,  much  less  can  any  other 
board  or  oiBce  that  is  found  in  the  United  States.  For  this 
reason,  perhaps,  they  do  not  examine  the  other  tribunals  in  any 
detail  And  seemingly  they  fail  in  due  appreciation  of  the  fact 
that  many  acts  of  our  administrative  tribunals  may  not  be  re- 
viewed by  the  courts?  The  courts  may  entertain  jurisdiction  to 
ascertain  whether  these  tribunals  are  competent  to  act  in  the 
particular  case,  but  this  is  far  di^erent  from  actual  control. 

It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  the  interstate  commerce  commit 
sion  has  generally  received  little  or  no  consideration  in  the 
scanty  literature  of  American  administrative  law.  The  reason 
for  this  is  not  clear,  but  the  most  plausible  explanation  seems 
to  be  foiincl  in  the  fact  that  the  commission,  except  in  so  far  as 
it  may  be  deemed  an  arm  of  the  criminal  courts,  does  not  have 
to  do  with  the  relations  betAveen  the  government  and  natural  or 
artificial  ])ersons  but  rather  with  the  relations  between  such  per- 
sons themselves.  From  this  point  of  view  it  is  like  the  ordinar\^ 
civil  courts.^     In  the  judgment  of  the  present  writer  the  inter- 

'  Laferrierc,  'Iraitt'  dc  la  juridiction  administrative  (1896),  pp.  120,  121. 

'  How  strong  the  statement  of  the  American  situation  with  respect  to  this  matter 
may  l>e  made  will  he  sujj^csfed  by  an  extract  from  a  recent  l>ook  on  American  ad- 
ministrative law:  "Within  the  scope  of  its  jurisdiction  the  adjudication  of  the  admin- 
istration is  final  unless  there  be  a  provision  to  the  contrar)-. "  Wyman,  Administra- 
tive Law,  sec.  1 15.  But  it  is  evident  from  other  passages  in  this  book  that  the  author 
would  qualify  this  statement  somewhat.     It  is  too  general. 

'  But  it  is  of  course  true  that  the  commission  may  undertake  a  general  or  special 
investigation  on  its  own  motion,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  enforcement  of  the 
law.     In  this  it  represents  and  acts  for  the  government  directly. 
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State  commerce  commission  is  sufficiently  peculiar  to  be  placed 
in  a  category  by  itself ;  but  it  should  not  be  excluded  from  the 
list  of  administrative  tribunals,  in  any  broad  consideration  of 
this  subject,  especially  as  its  activity  seems  likely  to  develop 
important  principles  of  administrative  law.'  It  should  finally 
be  noted  that,  to  make  the  consideration  of  the  subject  com- 
plete, the  activity  of  the  ordinary  courts  in  their  employment 
of  the  injunction  and  other  extraordinary  legal  remedies  would 
have  to  be  considered,  but  this  topic  is  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
present  article. 

Powers  and  Organization, — It  is  in  the  powers  and  organiza- 
tion of  the  administrative  tribunals  that  their  chief  interest  lies. 
What  are  the  extent  and  limits  of  their  powers  of  **  administra- 
tive adjudication?"  The  decisions  of  the  state  courts  and  of 
the  United  States  supreme  court  indicate  that  the  United  States 
constitution  and  the  constitutions  of  the  states  do  not  bar  the 
grant  to  administrative  authorities  of  the  power  to  make  a  final 
determination  after  a  hearing. '  Even  when  the  determination 
seriously  affects  property  rights,  its  finality  has  in  many  cases 
been  upheld,  though  of  course  the  administrative  authority,  like 
a  court,  must  be  careful  to  keep  within  its  jurisdiction.  Thus 
some  of  the  state  courts  have  admitted  the  finality  of  the  deter- 
minations of  boards  of  health  in  respect  to  nuisances.  It  is 
true  that  certain  of  these  cases  preserve  a  judicial  review  of  such 
determinations  through  the  writ  of  certiorari;  but  the  review 
does  not  extend  over  the  findings  of  fact  but  is  limited  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  board  and  the  regularity  of  its  proceedings.  3 
The  law  of  some  states  affords  even  less  protection  from  arbitrary 
action  in  this  matter  than  the  French  law,  though  a  bill  of 
rights  is  unknown  to  the  French  constitution.  ♦  The  United 
States  supreme  court  has  held  that  the  finding  by  administrative 
officers  of  the  amount  of  a  tax   to  be  paid  (the  tax  being  a 

*  The  commission  believes  itself  to  be  distinctly  an  administrative  body.  Thus  it 
says :  '*  The  commission  is  not  a  court  of  equity  but  an  administrative  body  charged 
with  the  enforcement  of  a  particular  statute.'*     8  I.  C.  C.  Rep.  443  at  452. 

*  Goodnow,  Principles  of  the  Administrative  Law  of  the  United  States,  p.  339. 

*  Ibid.j  pp.  337,  338,  and  cases  cited.     Cf.  Freund,  Police  Power,  sec.  123. 

*  Cf.  Berth61emy,  Traits  ^l^mentaire  de  droit  administratif,  pp.  356-359. 
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license  tax)  was  final,  even  though  the  complainant  had  no 
opportunity  to  be  heard  before  the  assessment  of  the  tax.' 
The  same  court  has  held  that  the  determination  of  an  adminis- 
trative authority  is  final  as  regards  the  admission  into  this 
country  of  Chinese  who  claim  that  they  are  American  citizens.  "^ 
An  administrative  tribunal  may  thus  in  effect  deprive  a  man  of 
his  citizenship.  And  these  findings  will  not  be  reviewed  by  the 
courts — at  least  in  the  absence  of  complaint  of  abuse  of  discre- 
tion— even  on  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  conclusion  from 
this  must  be  either  that  an  administrative  tribunal  will  protect 
the  liberties  of  the  individual  as  scrupulously  as  a  judicial  court, 
or  that  the  citizen  has  been  deprived  of  one  of  his  greatest 
historic  rights. 3  Perhaps  the  former  is  the  true  conclusion.  In 
any  event,  these  decisions  indicate  the  great  power  that  may  be 
granted  to  the  administration. 

The  determination  of  the  board  of  general  appraisers  upon  a 
question  of  valuation  is  final,  and  it  is  stated  that  only  upon 
allegation  of  fraud  will  a  rehearing  be  granted.*  The  decisions 
of  state  educational  authorities  are  often  not  subject  to  review- 
by  the  courts.  The  authority  of  the  New  York  commissioner 
of  education  in  the  decision  of  appeals  from  lower  school  au- 
thorities is  final.     The  code  of  Iowa  provides  that  the  decision 

*  McMillen  v.  Anderson,  95  U.  S.  37,  and  Gary  v.  Curtis,  3  Howard,  236,  cited  in 
Goodnow,  op.  cit.  p.  336. 

'  United  States  v.  Jii  Toy,  198  U.  S.  253. 

'  Mr.  Justice  Brown,  with  whom  Mr.  Justice  Peckham  concurred, said  in  dissenting: 
**  It  has  been  seen  that  under  these  rules  [concerning  immigration]  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  immigration  officer  to  prevent  communication  with  the  Chinese  seeking  to  land 
by  any  one  except  his  own  officers.  He  is  to  conduct  a  private  examination  with  only 
the  witnesses  present  whom  he  may  designate.  ...  If  this  be  not  a  star  chamber 
proceeding  of  the  most  stringent  sort,  what  more  is  necessary  to  make  it  one?  I  do 
not  see  how  any  one  can  read  these  rules  and  hold  that  they  constitute  due  process  of 
law  for  the  arrest  and  deportation  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  .  .  Such  a  de- 
cision is  to  my  mind  appalling.  By  all  the  authorities  the  banishment  of  a  citizen  is 
punishment,  and  punishment  of  the  severest  kind.  .  .  .  This  petitioner  has  been 
guilty  of  no  crime,  and  so  judicially  determined.  Yet  in  defiance  of  this  adjudication 
of  innocence,  with  only  examination  before  a  ministerial  officer,  he  is  compelled  to 
suffer  punishment  as  a  criminal  and  is  denied  the  protection  of  either  a  grand  or 
petty  jur)'."     Ibid.^  pp.  268,  269,  273. 

*  Fairlie,  op.  cit.  pp.  102-104,  and  cases  cited. 
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of  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  on  appeal  shall 
be  final,  and  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  has  refused  to  inter- 
fere with  such  decision  when  the  superintendent  has  acted 
within  his  jurisdiction.'  It  is  curious  to  note  that  in  an  early 
case  this  court  described  this  function  of  the  superintendent  as 
**  ministerial."  Later  it  called  it  **  judicial ;"  then  **^//^5j-judi- 
cial."  The  terms  *'  administrative/'  **  ^//^'^/-administrative/' 
**  discretionary,"  etc,  have  been  applied  elsewhere.  Such  are 
the  mutations  of  the  judicial  mind.  And  how  well  they  illus- 
trate the  pains  with  which  anything  like  a  scientific  nomencla- 
ture for  the  administrative  law  is  born  !  The  existing  nomen- 
clature has  all  the  defects  of  a  fortuitous  development. 

Not  only  may  the  jurisdiction  of  the  administrative  tribunal 
be  final ;  in  some  cases  it  is  also  exclusive.  In  others  it  is  con- 
current or  alternative  with  that  of  the  courts.'  Some  decisions 
by  these  tribunals  are  binding  upon  the  administration,  but  are 
subject  to  review  and  modification  by  the  courts.  And  if  the 
authority  in  some  cases  is  of  great  importance,  in  others  it  is 
shadowy.  The  interstate  commerce  commission  was  at  first 
believed  to  have  very  material  powers,  but  to-day  it  is  charac- 
terized as  merely  **  an  investigating  and  prosecuting  administra- 
tive body,  whose  findings  are  given  a  prima  facie  force  in 
judicial  proceedings."  3  Justice  Jackson  in  the  Kentucky  and 
Indiana  Bridge  case,  the  first  important  decision  under  the  act 
to  regulate  commerce,  described  the  commission  as  the  referee 

*  .Section  629  of  the  code  of  1S99  of  North  Dakota  prondes  that  the  state  superin- 
tendent *shall  decide  all  appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  county  superintendents*': 
it  gives  him  power  to  prescriln?  and  cause  to  be  enforced  rules  of  practice  and  regula- 
tions pertaining  to  appeals,  and  requires  him  to  keep  a  record  of  all  his  official  acts. 
Webster  mentions  twenty-eight  states  in  which  the  appellate  jurisdiction  has  been  ex- 
pressly conferred  upon  central  educational  authorities,  and  says:  "This  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  state  superintendent  is  one  of  the  really  strong  tendencies  toward 
centralization  which  the  latter  half  of  the  centur)'  has  developed."  Sec  \V.  C.  Web- 
ster, Recent  Centralizing  Tendencies  in  State  Educational  Administration  (1897),  pp. 
73,  77.  In  some  stales  even  the  county  superintendent  has  an  extensive  final  juris- 
diction. See  W.  \.  Rawles,  Centralizing  Tendencies  in  the  .Administration  of  In- 
diana, pp.  119,  120. 

-  Wyman,  op.  ciL,  sees.  113,  114. 

^  Judson,  op.  cit.y  sec.  48. 


5 1 8  POLITICAL  SCIENCE  Q  UAR  TERL  Y  [Vol.  XXI 

of  each  and  every  circuit  court  of  the  United  States.'  It  may 
also  institute  proceedings  in  the  courts,  **  and  thus  be  a  prose- 
cutor in  the  same  cases  wherein  it  has  acted  as  judge." ' 

The  incidental  powers  of  the  administrative  tribunals  vary 
quite  as  widely  as  their  determinative  authority.  The  power  to 
subpoena  witnesses  and  in  effect  compel  them  to  testify  is  pos- 
sessed by  some  tribunals  and  is  totally  denied  to  others.  It  is 
of  course  true  that  in  those  instances  where  this  power  is  pos- 
sessed, the  actual  punishment  for  contempt — with  rare  excep- 
tions, if  any — will  be  imposed  by  a  court.  In  some  cases  the 
administrative  tribunal  is  so  constituted  and  its  powers  are  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  admit  of  self-execution  of  its  orders.  A 
board  of  health  may  thus  not  only  order  a  quarantine  but,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  police  power,  it  may  enforce  it.  The  judg- 
ments of  the  federal  court  of  claims  are  of  themselves  mandatory- 
upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  But  for  the  actual  enforce- 
ment of  its  orders  the  administrative  tribunal  must  very  gener- 
ally depend  upon  the  assistance  of  a  court.^  The  scope  of  the 
order  which  may  be  issued  by  the  administrative  authority  is 
determined  by  common  law  or  statute,  as  indeed  is  the  extent 
of  its  powers  generally.  Thus  the  definition  of  nuisances  and 
the  scope  of  an  order  of  abatement  are  largely  matters  of  com- 
mon law.  The  statute  may  give  an  administrative  tribunal 
power  to  issue  an  order  so  general  in  scope  as  in  effect  to 
amount  to  legislation.  In  the  American  Warehousemen's  Asso- 
ciation case  the  interstate  commerce  commission,  in  reliance 
upon  the  statute  and  a  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  while 
expressly  negativing  its  intention  **  to  make  any  order  in  this 
case  as  such,"  issued  a  general  order  requiring  carriers  to  state 
in  their  tariffs  what  free  storage  was  granted  and  the  terms  and 

*  Ky.  and  Ind.  Bridge  Co.  v.  Louisville  and  N.  R.  Co.,  37  Fed.  Rep.  567: 
Judson,  op.  cit.^  sees.  277,  278. 

^Judson,  op,  cit.i  sec.  278. 

*  Thus  it  is  said  that  the  only  means  by  which  the  state  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  in  Indiana  can  enforce  his  decisions  and  orders  is  the  writ  of  mandamus. 
Rawles,  op.  cii.  p.  124.  Contrast  the  power  of  the  New  York  state  superintendent 
to  enforce  his  decisions  against  any  school  officer  by  exercising  his  power  of  removal 
or  by  withholding  the  district's  share  of  the  state  grant.  Fairlie,  Centralization  of  Ad- 
ministration in  New  York  State,  p.  44. 
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conditions  under  which  it  was  granted.  Instructed  by  the 
abuses  in  the  particular  instances  the  commission  thus  made  a 
regulation  to  meet  the  general  situation.' 

It  is  apparent  from  the  preceding  discussion  that  even  the 
property  and  liberty  of  the  individual  are  in  some  measure  sub- 
ject to  administrative  tribunals,  and  that  the  review  of  the  action 
of  these  bodies  by  the  courts  is  frequently  no  more  than  a  re- 
view for  regularity.  But  on  these  points  the  courts  are  sensitive. 
Liberty  and  property  are  their  special  wards,  just  as  the  private 
law  is  their  peculiar  demesne.  This  explains  the  contention  of 
some  lawyers  that  power  to  make  a  rate  could  not  be  given  to 
the  interstate  commerce  commission  because  the  exercise  of 
such  a  power  would  amount  to  a  taking  of  property,  and  the 
milder  contention  that  the  courts  must  be  allowed  to  step  in 
whenever  they  deem  the  rate  confiscatory.  One  of  the  most 
tangible  expressions  of  this  jealous  devotion  to  the  authority  of 
the  courts  in  the  United  States  is  found  in  the  extent  to  which 
contracts  are  kept  under  judicial  control.  Even  when  the  power 
of  the  administrative  tribunal  is  plenary  with  respect  to  other 
matters,  it  may  be  denied  any  shred  of  authority  over  contracts. 
On  the  other  hand  in  those  countries,  notably  France,  where 
the  administration  is  more  scientifically  organized,  there  is  a 
division  of  authority.  In  France  the  administration  may  act  in 
three  different  capacities  in  making  contracts:  first,  in  connec- 
tion with  its  functions  as  superintendent  of  the  private  domain; 
second,  in  connection  with  its  administration  of  public  services; 
and  third,  in  connection  with  its  action  2i^  puissance  piibliqiie, 
for  example  in  connection  with  its  concessions  of  certain  fran- 
chises or  privileges.  In  the  last  case  the  contract  is  said  to  be 
administrative  in  its  nature,  and  the  administrative  tribunals 
therefore  almost  necessarily  have  jurisdiction  over  it.  In  the 
first  and  second  cases  the  contract  is  administrative  only  when 
the  law  declares  it  to  be  so ;  hence  in  these  cases  the  ordinary 
courts  have  sole  jurisdiction,  subject  to  exceptions,  the  excep- 
tions being  more  frequent  in  the  first  case  than  in  the  second.' 

'  American  Warehousemen's  Association  v,  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co.  et  al^  7  I.  C. 
C.  Rep.  $56,  at  $91  and  592. 

*Lafemdre,  op.  cit.y  vol.  i.,  pp.  587,  588.  See  also,  Simonet,  Traits  elemenlaire 
<le  droit  public,  p.  112. 
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Many  of  the  American  administrative  tribunals  indeed  have 
jurisdiction  in  respect  to  contracts,  but  it  is  a  ragged,  uncertain, 
and  in  some  cases  almost  accidental  jurisdiction.  The  compara- 
tive precision  of  the  French  law  is  absolutely  wanting.  This  is 
not  to  say  that  the  French  law  is  without  defects.  Certain  of 
the  complexities  which  have  resulted  from  the  separation  of  its 
administrative  and  judicial  courts  have  at  least  the  factitious 
character  and  the  superficial  absurdity  of  some  of  the  fictions  of 
our  common  law. 

Administrative  procedure. — The  administrative  tribunals  of  the 
United  States  differ  as  much  in  their  processes  as  in  their 
powers.  In  some  of  them  the  procedure  has  much  of  the 
formalism  of  the  regular  courts.  In  general,  while  they  have 
their  own  peculiar  make  of  red  tape,  they  are  impatient  of  the 
punctilious  give-and-take  of  plea,  demurrer,  replication,  motion 
and  amendment.'  They  aim  at  expedition  and  economy. 
They  are  primarily  executive  agents  and  as  such  prone  to  take 
the  substance  and  let  the  shadow  go.  The  very  spirit  of  ad- 
ministration is  the  accomplishment  of  things.  This  may  and  no 
doubt  does  at  times  result  in  the  sacrifice  of  rights.  But  safe- 
guards are  established.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  pension 
claims,  after  the  preliminary  adjudication  of  fact  and  law  there 
may  be  a  reference  to  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  and  then 
an  appeal  to  the  secretary  of  the  interior  which  is  in  effect  de- 
cided by  a  special  board  of  pension  appeals.  Safeguards  in  the 
way  of  administrative  appeal  in  cases  of  interference  in  appli- 
cations for  a  patent  and  in  cages  of  protest  before  the  land  oflFice 
are  even  more  detailed  and  conservative  of  rights.  Still  the 
administrative  tribunals  incline  toward  the  laxer  rules  of  ex  parte 
proceedings.  These  tribunals  are  often  as  well  satisfied  by 
written  as  by  oral  testimony.  The  rules  of  evidence  are  little 
known  to  them  and  even  less  employed.  The  court  of 
claims  acts  without  a  jury,  the  court  itself  being  judge  of  both 
the  law  and  the  facts.     Indeed  it  may  be  said  that  the  jur>' 

*  **  Things  are  done  in  administrative  adjudication  which  could  never  be  done  in 
judicial  process.  Principles  are  violated  in  administrative  process  which  are  funda- 
mental in  the  courts.  Often  the  whole  solemn  procedure  is  upset  so  thai  there  may 
be  prompt  administration."     Wyman,  op.  cit.y  sec.  119. 
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system  is  foreign  to  the  administrative  tribunals.  Parties  whose 
names  do  not  appear  on  the  record  are  often  allowed  to  inter- 
vene with  little  or  no  formality.*  The  interstate  commerce 
commission,  in  its  more  important  investigations,  frequently 
extends  a  general  invitation  to  all  interested  to  appear  and  testify 
before  it.'  In  numerous  cases  it  has  allowed  the  attorneys  of 
special  interests  to  displace  its  own  attorneys,  and  this  has  gener- 
ally been  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  inquiry .3  Examination 
of  the  testimony  in  some  of  the  commission's  inquiries  reveals 
that  at  times  **  a  voice  "  has  asked  a  question  and  **  a  voice  "  has 
made  reply .♦  The  evidence  given  by  such  mediums  in  the  com- 
mission's seances  appears  as  a  part  of  the  printed  record  and  no 
motion  for  its  exclusion  seems  to  have  been  made. 

Some  further  light  is  thrown  upon  the  methods  of  adminis- 
trative tribunals  by  an  examination  of  their  respect  for  their 
own  previous  decisions.  The  influence  of  that  sovereign  prin- 
ciple of  the  common  law  which  bids  the  court  to  follow  pre- 
cedents prevails  even  here.  It  could  not  well  be  otherwise  in  a 
country  whose  jurisprudence  is  Anglo-Saxon.  Thus  the  school 
tribunals  in  the  states  frequently  publish  extensive  reports  or 
copious  digests  of  their  decisions  for  the  guidance  of  their  suc- 
cessors. The  decisions  of  the  court  of  claims,  of  the  treasury, 
of  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  of  the  interstate  commerce 
commission  and  of  other  administrative  authorities  are  published. 
The  comptroller  of  the  treasury  has  held  that  a  decision  of  a 
comptroller  should  not  be  reversed  by  a  successor  upon  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  case  involving  the  same  state  of  facts  unless  there 
was  a  manifest  error  in  the  interpretation  of  the  law.s  Many 
other  illustrations  of  this  attitude  might  be  given.  The  inter- 
state commerce  commission  has  manifested  a  keen  sense  of  the 

»  See  I  I.  C.  C.  Rep.  144,  at  146;   2  I.  C.  C.  Rep.  122. 

*See  printed  testimony  in  the  Grain  and  Grain  Products  case,  p.  183. 

^  Ibid.y  p.  182;  printed  testimony  ///  re  Transportation  of  Freight  by  Common 
Carriers  in  Cars  not  Owned  by  said  Common  Carriers,  p.  5;  Printed  testimony  in  re 
Alleged  Unlawful  Rates  and  Practices  in  the  Transportation  of  Coal  and  Mine  Sup- 
plies by  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Yk  Railway  Company,  p.  6. 

*  Ibid.y  pp.  12$,  127. 

*  Decisions  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  vol.  iv,  p.  153. 


Importance  of  continuity  m  its  interpretation  of  the  law.     Bui 
after  all,  the  application  uf  the  rule  which  dictates  adherence  to 
e^labliiihcd  principles  is  quite  iJiflerent  from  its  apph'cation  in 
the  eourts  of  law.     Adminiitrativc  tribunals  are  not  careful  to 
make  due  dts^ttnclions  between   the  dicta  and   the   rulings  in 
preceding;  cases.     Often  their  findings  are  based  so  distinctly 
upon  the  special  facts  of  the  single  case  that  precedent  can 
hardly  be  %ik\d  to  exist.     An   iniitntctive  and  amusing  itlustra- 
tlon  of  an  altempt  to   reconcile  a  decisi^ion  utth   alleged   pre- 
cedents ts  found  in  a  case  decided  by  the  intenitate  commerce 
commission.     In  maintaining  that  the  shipper  of  petroleum  in 
bitrrels  should  not  be  charged  for  the  weight  of  the  barrel, 
since  the  shipper  in  tanks  was  not  charged  for  the  weight  of 
the  tank*  the  commii^sion  stoutly  protested  that  it  was  fono\%ing 
itn  precedents.     The  contrar>^  had  been  contended  with  much 
vigor  by  those  who  opposed  this  rulinp.     And  on  the  face  of 
the  crises  it  fully  appears  that  the  commission's  language,  al- 
though it  was  not  as  clear  as  it  might  have  beenp  gave  much 
warrant  for  this  contrary  assumption.     The  commisaion,  after 
having  asserted  at  many  pages*  length  that  its  decisions  were 
consistent  and  that  it  had  followed  its  own  precedents,  wound 
up  with   the  assertion  that  it  was  an  administrative  body  and 
was  tlicrcforc  not  ohli^rd  to  follow  precedent  when  it  saw   fit  to 
do   otherwise'      It    would    of    course    arrest    tlie    necessar\'   dc- 
\elopnu'nt  of   law   in  the  new  fields  in  whicli   tliese  tribunals  are 
workini;-   if    the\-  obserxed   the   rule  of  starr  c/ra'sis  in  an\'thini^ 
like   the   decree  in  which    it  is  observed   in   the  ordinar}-  court-. 
The    f.ict    that    the    procedure   is   so   larL;el\'  untechnical    and 
often  exj)editious.  if   not   sumniar}'.  conduces   to  a  result   which 
affords   ouc    of   the    best    ar<^unients    for   the   maintenance  and 
extension  of  these  tribunals.     This  is  the  comparative  inexpen- 
siveness    to    ])ri\ate    indi\  iduals    of    proceedings    before    them, 
h'requently  the   exj)ense    is   borne   almost   entirely  by  the   gov- 
ernment, and  the  cost  to  the  government  is  much  less  than  that 
of  prosecutions  in  crimiucd  courts.     The  proceedings  are  often 

'  Kicc%  R.iMn  on  and  Wiihcrn].  :•.  W.  X.  V.  \-  IVniia.  R    R.  Co.,  4  I.  C.  C.  Rep. 
131,  at  ISS- 
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SO  simple  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  employ  an  attorney.  At- 
torneys when  necessary  are  frequently  supplied  by  the  govern- 
ment. Many  tribunals,  like  the  interstate  commerce  commis- 
sion, are  ambulatory.  This  makes  unnecessary  the  expense 
attendant  upon  the  transportation  of  one's  case,  so  to  speak,  for 
a  long  distance.  The  argument  of  inexpensiveness  is  no  doubt 
sufficiently  founded  upon  fact  in  the  United  States  to  be  gen- 
erally available  here.  But  that  an  administrative  proceeding 
may  be  very  costly  in  some  places  and  under  certain  conditions 
is  fully  attested  by  the  history  of  complaints  in  the  British  rail- 
way commission  court.' 

Qualifications  of  members. — Of  the  character  of  the  members 
of  these  tribunals  not  much  that  is  encouraging  can  be  said. 
The  qualifications  are  seldom  technical  or  specific,  except  in  the 
case  of  state  boards  of  health  and  similar  scientific  bodies. 
Political  service  and  political  influence  seem  to  be  the  usual 
credentials.  Public  opinion  as  well  as  the  opinion  of  the  bar 
requires  the  filling  of  judicial  offices  from  the  legal  profession. 
But  this  is  not  true  of  the  administrative  tribunals.  These 
offices  remain  in  large  measure  a  contingent  fund  of  place  and 
position  from  which  a  chief  executive  can  make  discretionary 
payments  in  satisfaction  of  political  obligations.  And  yet  the 
work  is  often  technical — as  technical  as  that  of  the  judge,  the 
scientist  or  the  professional  economist.  And  being  technical,  it 
requires  for  its  best  performance  men  trained  by  education  and 
experience  to  the  special  ser\n'ce  involved.  Public  offices  fall 
into  two  great  groups,  the  professional  and  the  political.  The 
administrative  tribunal  belongs  in  the  former  group. 

Conclusions. — In  the  foregoing  pages  an  effort  has  been  made 
to  show  that  the  administrative  tribunal  is  something  quite 
different  from  the  judicial  court;  that  its  processes  are  typical; 
and  that  its  powers  are  often  so  great  that  studied  neglect  of  it 
is  fatuous  and  continued  ignorance  of  it  dangerous. 

It  is  probable  that  the  use  of  the  administrative  tribunal  will 
increase  in  the  United  States.     Many  judges  seem  to  demand  it; 

*  S.  J.  McLean,  **The  English  Railway  and  Canal  Commission  of  1888,"  in    The 
Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  vol.  xx,  pp.  38 — 40. 
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pubik  opmion  Hat  f  requenily  called  for  tl' 
in  our  public  life  mimcrous  problems  so  % 
lo  deniand  fur  their  ^ut ion  the  creation  ^ 
live  boards  of  experts/     Somethini;  more 
iqpasmodk  pulling  and  hauling  with  whkl 
legislatures  have  tried  to  meet  this  need* 

In  the  present  structure  of  the  adinrni^l 
\^  a  lack  of  careful  artictilatlon.  The  adm 
too  often  a  makeshiftp  its  competence  cor 
upon  which  it  iji  bxseil  a  n^ere  agglomerat 
in  those  cases  in  which  the  tribunal  has  I; 
exceptional  care  there  ih  usuaUy  some  coi 
is  hard  to  establish  a  body  of  this  kind  w 
in  its  iletaiU  when  the  \i7im,  upon  which  it 
unknown.  Mr.  W,  M.  Ackwortli  describe 
coiiiiniision  court  in  his  recent  testtmon 
committee  on  interstate  commerce.  Hfl 
man*  who  must  be  a  judge  of  the  high  CC 
tions  of  law.  Senator  CuUom  asked  the 
"And  in  all  law  questions  his  dccisic 
underHtand  you  to  s;iy  that?"  Mr*  Ackwc 
a  little  peculiarly,  sir.  in  all  cases  that,  it 
cijiiimiHsion,  nrr  (jucstinns  of  law;  and  t 
perha|>?^.  ^u  wi<nn;  on  tla:  fad  t»f  wliat  ar 
Such  ;irt*  lite  vicissituOo^i  tluU  attend  the  se\ 
and  administrative  courts.  And  yet  tlic  ' 
missinn  court  \%  perhaps  tnio  nf  thu  best  ad 
to  be  ff^iiTuI  \\\  Aii^ln-Snxtjn  countries. 

Tlu'  [Kj^Viirs  tif  the  ad  mini  si  rati  vc  tribun 
a  matter  of  ^^pecnlati'Mi.  Tliey  should  I 
The  authority  \v'liich  the  administration  p 
processes  has  frequently  resulted  in  an 
But  this  hifjhly  flexible  jnoccdure  none  tht 
<»f  its  qu  ah  lies.      Let  it  be  simple,  but  let 


'  f  > ,  S*  r  m:  ^n  h ,  • '  Sj  i^i  la  ^  I  A"  j^ixl  a  I  i  o  J  i , "  3  n  the  AtUn 
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plicity.  Let  certainty  and  security  be  introduced,  and  its  case 
will  be  far  stronger  than  it  is  at  present.  May  it  not  be  antici- 
pated that,  whatever  substantial  powers  Congress  may  have 
conferred  upon  the  interstate  commerce  commission,  much  of  the 
work  will  have  to  be  done  over  because  of  a  failure  to  perfect 
the  administrative  detail,  especially  at  those  points  where  the 
functions  of  the  commission  approach  those  of  the  legislative 
or  of  the  judicial  department? 

The  attempt  which  is  sometimes  made  to  decry  administra- 
tive law  as  an  importation,  an  exotic,  as  droit  advtinisfratif,  is 
fatuous.  We  have  it  all  about  us ;  we  have  had  it  from  our 
beginning  as  colonies  of  England ;  we  have  retained  and  devel- 
oped it  as  an  independent  nation.  The  administrative  tribunal 
is  one  of  the  oldest  of  Anglo-American  institutions.  The  courts 
of  king's  bench,  common  pleas  and  exchequer  sprang  from  the 
permanent  council  of  the  king,  which  was  made  up  of  adminis- 
trative officers.  These  courts  were  themselves,  in  one  import- 
ant sense,  administrative  courts  down  to  the  year  1703,  w^hen  by 
the  Act  of  Settlement  they  were  given  judicial  independence. 
The  self-government  on  which  the  Anglo-American  prides  him- 
self owes  an  incalculable  debt  to  the  administrative  courts  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  as  they  developed  in  England.  The 
administrative  tribunal  in  Anglo-Saxon  countries  is,  in  brief,  so 
old  that  it  has  been  forgotten,  and  so  new  that  its  presence  is 
hardly  realized.  We  are  a  commercial  people,  and  therefore 
we  have  cultivated  the  commercial  law,  the  private  law,  allowing 
it  to  crowd  the  public  law,  and  especially  the  administrative  law, 
into  dark  places.  We  have  paid  a  great  price  for  this  neglect 
already,  and  shall  pay  a  greater  one  if  it  continues.  The 
administrative  tribunal  is  with  us,  it  has  become  perhaps  indis- 
pensable, and  it  demands  and  merits  the  most  thoughtful 
attention. 

Harold  M.  Bowman. 

New  York  City. 


JEFFERSON   AND  THE  CON* 


IN  the  organiEalictn  of  the  natiofial  i 
and  Hamihon  undoubtedly  perf 
HiMtoriunt  have  jjivcn  due  promine 
have  iicglccltfd  the  work  done  by  Jcifcf: 
[KirLint  branch  of  the  govcmmentt  tbi 
organ tze,  indeed  almont  to  create,  a  c 
culiarly  difficult  in  the  years  1 790  ani 
domestic  aRaint  were  very  unstable  sine 
unfomicil. 

What  had  been  done  before  Jcftcrso; 
can  be  briefly  stated:'  A«  early  m  t  ji 
nixed  the  need  of  separating  fisical  and 
tnatic  affairs  by  nppointing  a  consul  to 
consul  so  appointed  wa%^  William  Palfn 
salary  of  $1500  a  year;  and  Thomas 
vice-consul  at  a  salaiy  of  $1000.  I'si 
with  hi*  .Hhip  at  5ea,  and  was  succeeds 
who  thus  became  the  first  American  coi 
H;ircl;iy  ti;ul,  in  fncl,  the  powers  of  n  coi 
later.  I m  Ocbibt-r  2>^.  J7S5.  Congress 
reiiioluiicjn  : 


Whereas  it  is  cNpeilicnt  Ihiit  consuls  should 
ferenl  iitnteK  with  whirh  the  rituens  of  the 
in  commerce:  ihetefoic,  ressolvetip  that  the 
the  Unitcfi  States  in  Knrope,  nud  where  the 
d'LilT.ure^,  tihiitl  e.xcn  i>e  the  powers  of  a  ct 
flont^  or  states  in  whii  h  tbey  rcspec lively  res 
litJiuil  rnilary  lie  ^illnwutl  lur  sut:h  scnice.* 

In  spite  ol  the  ;i{Iv*ici'  id    I*'ranklin  and 

^  ( Ml  tliH  i^i^tf  i:,  K,  |1lflI>^^■^l  I  I\r[j  ruAi  S*  lENct: 
Ht  1*  u  rHi(t^(  iik^TiiM::  I  hill    I  lit'  hiiutc  uf  the  lir^i   Bri 

*  Jjmilja}*  nl  t'oii;^n>-.,  vol.  ,\* 
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their  experience  as  diplomatic  agents,  Congress  thus  made 
the  mistake  of  continuing  to  impose  consular  duties  upon  the 
diplomatic  branch  of  the  administration.  It  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  this  Congress,  which  was  to  pass  the  remarkable 
ordinance  of  1787,  did  not  lay  the  foundation  of  a  consular 
system  worthy  to  be  maintained  and  developed.  A  strong, 
independent  consular  service  would  have  been  of  great  value  at 
this  time  in  restoring  trade,  and  later  it  would  have  prevented 
many  misfortunes  that  befell  our  commerce. 

In  1785  Thomas  Jefferson  became  minister  of  the  United 
States  to  France.  By  article  29  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  of 
1778  between  the  two  countries,  mutual  liberty  to  appoint  con- 
sular officers  was  secured  to  the  contracting  parties,  and  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  functions  of  such  officers  should  be  regulated 
by  a  **  particular  agreement."  Such  an  agreement  was  eventu- 
ally brought  about  when,  on  November  14,  1788.  after  long 
and  wearisome  delays,  Jefferson  concluded  a  convention  to  define 
and  establish  *'  the  functions  and  privileges  of  consuls  and  vice- 
consuls."  This  was  his  first  achievement  for  the  consular  ser- 
vice. A  few  months  later  a  new  government  took  charge  of 
the  affairs  of  the  United  States.  President  Washington  referred 
the  consular  convention  to  the  Senate,  and  that  body  on  July 
29,  1789,  approved  it  unanimously. 

By  the  ratification  of  this  convention,  the  government  under 
the  constitution  not  only  recognized  the  existence  of  a  consular 
service  but  adopted  it  as  a  part  of  the  new  administrative  sys- 
tem. From  that  time  to  the  present  the  consular  service  has 
been  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  department  of  state. 
No  man,  perhaps,  was  better  qualified  by  experience  and  knowl- 
edge to  take  up  the  organization  and  regulation  of  that  service 
than  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  newly  appointed  secretary  of  state. 
He  knew  thoroughly  the  needs  of  our  country,  and  his  five  years 
of  residence  in  F" ranee  had  given  him  an  opportunity  to  become 
familiar  with  conditions  in  Europe.  Whatever  of  merit  or  of 
evil  is  inherent  in  our  consular  system  must  be  attributed  largely 
to  Jefferson ;  for  he,  more  than  any  other,  was  its  creator  and 
organizer.  Not  only  did  he  conclude  the  consular  convention 
with  France,  but.  as  the  first  secretary  of  state  of  the  United 


I 


be  tmd  the  whole  consolar  service  far  four  yesfvl 
lib  <8reclicm.  The  cuitmi^imd  preeedents  ori^omtn^  in  ' 
finit  y^mr%  of  Uie  ncvk-  i^vcntfnciit  have  been  mooC  poten 
mmx  letting.  Fiiiai)y%  it  wm  tliratigh  hit  judtieiice  and  i 
GOfdaocc  with  bis  adricc  that  the  important  act  of  1792 


JclTefKin  wan  still  In  Etiropc  when  appototed  secnrtiu 
ftate,  and  be  did  not  enter  upon  the  duti^  ol  his  new  i 
until  Mmreh  22,  1 790.  On  June  15  eight  persons  w^err  infoi 
by  letter  from  the  sccrctaiy  of  state  of  tbdr  appotnttna 
conaular  ofiiee.  The  first  tetter  of  Tbomasi  Jefferwii  to  a  ci 
of  the  United  States  was  as  follows : 

Kmm  XtmLt  jtncm  15,  t; 
/0km  Mit^dtit  FltmMf^,  Mif^ 

^r:  The  ffciiderit  of  the  United  States  desirb^  lo  ATaQ  the  p 
0I  fom  aervicts  m  coomiI  lor  the  Uknd  ol  Madeira,  I  have  the  t 
dt  enddiiDg  y<m  the  contmoaioa  and  of  exprs&ing  to  vou  the  ! 
miaiti  of  peflbct  eiteon  with  wbkh  I  am.  Sir, 

Voitr  niOil  obcdieot  and  humble  servant, 
[Signed]  Thi^mas /ffiitrsm 

Similar  letters  were  sent  to  the  other  appointees.     In  the  I 

()ari  nf  AiJL^iist,  \J'jo,  the  letters  show  th.U5^ixteen  consuUr 
fc  Lf'. — s\%  consuk  sLt\i\  leu  vice-consuls — ^had  been  appointee 
?ix  {Jtfieri."jU  Joreij^n  lands.  By  the  tnsL  cjf  Januar%\  1795 
n timber  tU  con-^iiUr  representatives  of  the  United  States 
increased  io  tuny  m  hvulve  ilifferent  foreipi  countries :  tive 
Mlls-generai  (mini^tcr:^  acting  in  this  capaciiv').  twenty-five 
^fUI^,  ei^ht  \  icc-con'itils  and  two  commercial  agents.'' 


*  AliieHrftn  IjenvT>>,  \nl,  i,  J^Jnt  J  5,  J790,  Stalt  lit  pari  nieni  MSS, 

•'llfty  wwc  fU**^'"!  \t\  tht'  variolic  count  rie**  as  loIloi^-Ti : 

'\\\  ih*:  itpuhllc  ut  IfJirvcc  and  ikpcndtncJLrt;  cnmtil-j^enerai  (minmcr  ), 
Monfotf;  con4ML>  Ijlr^*';  %ke-cnn<»uU,  Ihree*  To  the  kingtlom  ut  Great  Br 
Mm-iil*f;erirral  (tiMniMcTS  Thomas  rinckncy;  consvil>,  sU;  vicc-cnnstiJ,  one; 
invt'ial  ngenl,  iane.  Tu  iht:  kin^^dom  of  Spain:  consul-general  O^'if^i^l^t^'"),  \V 
SliHffs  roiiMiU,  fotrr.  Ta  the  kinprloni  of  Portugal  and  iti  dominion.Kt  cnnMil 
vvA  ftnmrsUT),  rJa\'iEl  Humy  hreys;  *:oits«L*;i  two;  ncc-consnl,  ono.  Ta  Ihc  I 
N>llH'rlarid(?  anrj  thtir  doniinionss  confnil-getjt'rd  (minister),  J*  Q,  AJam^r  ct 
flTiL'i  vice-crinMil*3  three:  agertt,  one*     To   Denmark  and  the  Manse  Towns; 
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On  July  I,  1790,  Congress  had  passed  a  law  entitled:  '*  An 
act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  bet\\^een  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations."  '  This  act  made  no  mention  of  the 
duties,  salaries  or  emoluments.of  consuls,  probably  for  the  rea- 
son that  a  separate  bill  was  being  prepared  for  that  purpose.' 
As  regards  the  payment  of  consuls  two  distinct  policies  had 
been  followed.  The  first  consul  of  1780,  it  will  be  remembered, 
was  to  receive  a  salary  of  $1500.  The  resolution  of  Congress 
in  1785  did  away  entirely  with  consular  salaries,  but  permitted 
the  consuls  to  engage  in  trade,  as  many  of  them  actually  did. 
It  was  a  custofn  long  followed  but  never  satisfactory  either  to 
the  consuls  or  to  the  government.  The  ministers  to  the  foreign 
courts  were  acting  as  consuls-general,  but,  as  expressly  stated 
by  the  resolution  of  1785,  without  additional  pay.  It  was  cer- 
tainly a  very  economical  basis  on  which  the  consular  service  was 
being  conducted.  There  was  no  salary  nor  were  there  any  fees 
or  emoluments  attached  to  the  office  of  consul.  The  need  of 
economy  at  that  time  was  very  great.  The  new  government 
was  just  being  established,  commerce  was  burdened  with  re- 
strictions, and  it  was  very  uncertain  how  much  revenue  would 
be  derived  from  imports.  In  these  facts  is  found  the  excuse 
for  the  apparently  parsimonious  treatment  by  Congress  of  our 
consular  officers. 

Soon  after  their  appointment  in  the  summer  of  1790,  the  con- 
consuls  to  each.  To  Gcniiany,  Italy,  Morocco,  China  and  East  Indies:  one  consul 
to  each. 

The  above  list  is  made  out  from  a  list  given  in  the  United  States  Register  for  179$, 
of  which  there  is  a  copy  in  the  Librar)-  of  Congress.  In  the  same  year  (1795)  there 
were  in  the  United  Slates  twenty-five  consular  representatives  from  six  foreign 
countries:   five  consuls-general,  eleven  consuls  and  nine  vice-consuls. 

*  Statutes  at  Large  of  the  United  States,  vol.  i,  p.  128.  Inasmuch  as  this  law  of 
1790  authorized  the  president  to  dtaw  from  the  United  States  treasurj-  a  sum  of  money 
not  exceeding  $40,000  annually  **  for  the  support  of  such  persons  as  he  shall  com- 
mission to  ser\'e  the  United  States  in  foreign  parts  "  some  persons  have  supposed  that 
it  was  intended  to  include  the  consular  service.  Professor  E.  R.  Johnson  (in  Polit- 
ical SciENCK  Quarterly,  vol.  xiii,  p.  39)  says:  "  A  part  of  the  money  thus  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  president  might  have  been  used  in  paying  salaries  of  consuls,  but 
none  was  so  applied." 

'  See  Jefferson's  instructions,  infra^  p.  630;  also  Jefferson's  letter  to  J.  Johnson, 
infra ^  p.  632. 
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suls  went  to  their  posts  of  duty,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  let- 
ters from  them  began  to  be  received  by  the  secretary  of  state. 
The  earliest  instructions  to  the  consular  body  were  sent  by 
Jefferson  on  August  26.  1 790.  As  they  contain  an  explanation 
of  many  of  the  duties  of  consuls  and  also  Jefferson's  ideas  as  to 
the  personnel  of  the  service,  they  are  here  given  in  full. 

CiRCUIJVR  TO  THE    CoNSULS    AND  ViCE-CONSULS  OF  THE  UNITED    STATES.* 

New  York,  Algist  26,  1790. 

.S"/>  .•  I  expected,  ere  this,  to  have  been  able  to  send  you  an  act  of 
Congress,  prescribing  some  special  duties  and  regulations  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  consular  offices  of  the  United  States ;  but  Congress  not  being 
able  to  mature  the  act  sufficiently,  it  lies  over  to  the  next  session.  In 
the  meanwhile,  I  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention  to  some  matters  of 
information,  which  it  is  interesting  to  receive. 

I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  communicate  to  me,  every  six  months, 
a  report  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  which  enter  at  the  ports  of 
your  district,  specifying  the  name  and  burthen  of  each  vessel,  of  what 
description  she  is  (to  wit,  ship,  snow,  brig,  ^/r.),  the  names  of  the 
masters  and  owners  and  number  of  seamen,  the  part  of  the  United 
States  from  which  she  cleared  and  places  touched  at,  her  cargo  outward 
and  inward  and  the  owners  thereof,  the  port  to  which  she  is  bound  and 
times  of  arrival  and  departure  ;  the  whole  arranged  in  a  table  under 
different  columns  and  the  reports  closing  on  the  last  days  of  June  and 
December. 

We  wish  you  to  use  your  endeavors  that  no  vessel  enter  as  an  Ameri- 
can in  the  ports  of  your  district,  which  shall  not  be  truly  such,  and  that 
none  be  sold  under  that  name ,  which  are  not  really  of  the  United  States. 

That  you  give  to  me,  from  time  to  time,  information  of  all  military 
preparations  and  other  indications  of  war  which  may  take  place  in  your 
ports ;  and  when  a  war  shall  appear  imminent,  that  you  notify  thereof 
the  merchants  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  within  your  district, 
that  they  may  be  duly  on  their  guard ;  and,  in  general,  that  you  com- 
municate to  me  such  political  and  commercial  intelligence  as  you  may 
think  interesting  to  the  United  States. 

The  consuls  and  vice-consuls  of  the  United  States  are  free  to  wear 
the  uniform  of  their  navy  if  they  choose  to  do  so.  This  is  a  deep  blue 
coat  with  red  facings,  linings  and  cuffs,  its  cuffs  slashed  and  a  standing 
collar ;  a  red  waistcoat  (laced  or  not  at  the  selection  of  the  wearer) 

*  State  Department,  Foreign  Letters,  p.  399. 
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and  blue  breeches ;  yellow  buttons  with  a  foul  anchor,  and  black  cock- 
ades and  small  swords. 

Be  pleased  to  observe  that  the  vice-consul  of  one  district  is  not  at 
all  subordinate  to  the  consul  of  another.  They  are  equally  independent 
of  each  other. 

The  ground  of  distinction  between  these  two  officers  is  this :  our 
government  thinks  that  to  whatever  there  may  be  either  of  honor  or 
profit  resulting  from  the  consular  office  native  citizens  are  first  entitled, 
when  such,  of  proper  character,  will  undertake  the  duties  ;  but  where 
none  such  offer,  a  vice-consul  is  appointed  of  any  other  nation. 

Should  a  proper  native  come  forward  at  any  future  time,  he  will  be 
named  consul ;  but  this  nomination  will  not  revoke  the  commission  of 
vice-consul ;  it  will  only  suspend  his  functions  during  the  continuance 
of  the  consul  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction,  and  on  his  departure 
therefrom  it  is  meant  that  the  vice-consular  authority  shall  revive  of 
course,  without  the  necessity  of  a  reappointment. 

It  is  understood  that  consuls  and  vice-consuls  have  authority  of 
course  to  appoint  their  own  agents  in  the  several  parts  of  their  dis- 
trict, and  that  it  is  with  themselves  alone  that  those  agents  are  to  corre- 
spond. 

It  will  be  best  not  to  fatigue  the  government  in  which  you  reside,  or 
those  in  authority  under  it,  with  applications  in  unimportant  cases. 
Husband  their  good  dispositions  for  occasions  of  some  moment,  and  let 
all  representations  to  them  be  concluded  in  the  most  temperate  and 
friendly  terms,  never  indulging  in  any  case  whatever  a  single  expression 
that  may  irritate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant. 

Thomas  Jefferson . 

These  instructions  settled  some  questions  that  had  already 
arisen,  and  they  proved  an  invaluable  guide  to  the  consuls  in 
their  work,  wherein  few  or  no  precedents  had  as  yet  been 
established.  The  circular  did  not  define  the  jurisdiction  of  con- 
suls, but  later  circulars  and  letters  supplied  the  lack. 

Of  the  occasional  letters  sent  out  from  the  department  of 
state  to  the  consuls,  giving  them  more  detailed  instructions  for 
the  work  in  their  particular  field,  the  following  is  a  good  ex- 
ample.    It  is  a  letter '  from  Jefferson  to  Joshua  Johnson,  consul 

*  Never  before  published.  It  is  dated  at  New  York,  Aug.  7,  1790,  and  is  recorded 
in  MS.  American  Letters,  vol.  i. 
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for  London,  in  which  the  secretary  explains  at  some  length 
nature  of  the  consul's  work. 

Sir :  The  president  of  the  United  States,  desirous  of  availing 
country  of  the  talents  of  its  best  citizens  in  their  respective  lines 
thought  proper  to  nominate  you  consul  for  the  United  States  at 
port  of  London.  I1ie  extent  of  our  commercial  and  political  cor 
tions  with  that  country  marks  the  importance  of  the  trust  he  confid 
you,  and  the  more  as  we  have  no  diplomatic  character  at  that  c 
I  shall  write  more  to  you  in  a  future  letter  on  the  extent  of  the  con 
functions,  which  are  in  general  to  be  confined  to  the  superintend 
and  patronage  of  commerce  and  navigation,  but  in  your  positio 
must  desire  somewhat  more.  Political  intelligence  from  that  coi 
is  interesting  to  us  in  a  high  degree ;  we  must  therefore  ask  y< 
furnish  us  with  this  as  far  as  you  shall  be  able  ;  to  send  us  moR 
the  gazette  of  the  court,  WoodfalPs  parliamentary  register ;  to  1 
sometimes  as  a  center  of  correspondence  with  other  parts  of  Eui 
by  receiving  and  forwarding  letters  sent  to  your  care.  It  is  desi 
that  we  be  annually  informed  of  the  extent  to  which  the  British  fish 
are  carried  on  within  each  year,  stating  the  number  and  tonnage  o 
vessels  and  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the  respective  fisherie 
wit,  the  northern  and  southern  whale  fisheries  and  the  cod  fisherj 
have  as  yet  no  statement  of  them  for  the  year  1789,  with  which  tl 
fore  I  beg  you  to  begin.  While  the  press  of  the  seamen  continues 
seamen  in  ports  nearer  to  you  than  to  Liverpool  (where  Mr.  Mau 
consul)  will  need  your  protection.  The  liberation  of  those  impn 
should  be  desired  of  the  proper  authority  with  due  firmness,  yet  al 
in  temperate  and  respectful  terms,  in  which  way  indeed  all  applica 
to  government  should  be  made. 

The  public  papers  herein  desired  may  come  regularly  once  a  mon1 
the  British  packet,  intermediately  by  any  vessels  bound  directly  eith 
New  York  or  to  Philadelphia.  All  expenses  incurred  for  papers 
postages  shall  be  paid  at  such  intervals  as  you  choose,  either  here  on 
order  or  by  bill  on  London  whenever  you  transmit  to  me  an  accou 

There  was  a  bill  brought  into  the  legislature  for  the  establishme; 
some  regulations  in  the  consular  office,  but  it  is  postponed  to  the 
session.  That  bill  proposed  some  particular  fees  for  some  parti< 
services  ;  they  were  however  so  small  as  to  be  no  object.  As  there 
be  little  or  no  legal  emolument  annexed  to  the  office  of  consul,  it 
course  not  expected  that  it  shall  render  any  expense  incumbent  on 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem.  Sir,  .    .   . 

Thomas  Jefferso 
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From  the  above  letter  it  is  evident  that  the  work  of  a  consul 
was  not  to  be  easy.  Men  of  learning,  tact  and  business  abilit>' 
were  needed  in  the  consular  service  then  as  they  are  now.  It 
was  well  for  Jefferson  thus  early  to  advise  patience  and  polite- 
ness, for  the  question  of  the  impressment  of  American  seamen, 
to  which  he  refers,  was  one  of  the  most  vexatious  with  which 
our  consuls  had  to  deal,  and  their  correspondence  is  full  of  it 
from  this  time  until  the  war  of  1812. 

In  this  first  year  of  the  new  consular  service  a  question  arose 
with  France  in  regard  to  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  ap- 
point consuls  to  the  French  colonies.  The  answer  involved  the 
interpretation  of  the  clause  of  the  consular  convention.  On 
such  a  question  no  one  could  speak  with  greater  authority  than 
Jefferson,  by  whom  the  convention  was  negotiated.  In  a  letter 
to  William  Short,  in  July,  1790,  Jefferson  mentions  that  M.  de 
la  Forest,  French  consul  at  New  York,  had  remarked  the  ap- 
pointment of  consuls  to  the  French  islands.  Jefferson  then  ex- 
plains to  Minister  Short  the  terms  employed  in  the  convention 
and  what  the  understanding  was  at  the  time  the  convention  was 
framed.     He  says: 

The  words  "  ^tats  du  roi'*  unquestionably  extended  to  all  his  do- 
minions. If  they  had  been  merely  synonomous  with  **  la  France  "  why 
was  the  alteration  made  ?  When  I  proposed  the  alteration  I  explained 
my  reasons,  and  it  cannot  be  supposed  I  would  offer  a  change  of  lan- 
guage but  for  some  matter  of  substance. 

A  few  months  later  the  French  government  questioned  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  consuls  in  the  French  colonies, 
and  once  more  Jefferson  wrote  to  William  Short  and  declared 
that  the  right  of  the  United  States  was  clear.  He  insisted  on 
this  as  a  '*  reservation  of  our  right,  and  not  with  a  view  to  exer- 
cising it,  if  it  shall  be  inconvenient  or  disagreeable  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  France."  Only  two  officers  had  been  appointed  to 
the  French  colonies — Mr.  Skipwith  to  Martinique  and  Guada- 
loupe,  Mr.  Bourne  to  St.  Domingo^and  they  were  now  in- 
structed not  to  request  a  regular  exequatur,  and  the  hope  was 
expressed  that  the  French  government  would  show  them  such 
attentions  as  the  patronage  of  commerce  might  call  for. 
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As  regards  Great  Bntaifi,  with  which  the  United  States  Imd 
no  consular  coovcnlion,  nor  even  a  treaty  of  comniercc,  the  po- 
jtition  of  the  American  government  was  entirely  different*  Two 
years  later,  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Coxc.  Jefferson  indicated  the  situ- 
atjon  as  it  then  stood. 

With  respect  to  the  placing  of  consuls  in  the  British  Islaiids,  we  aie 
m  far  from  l)cing  |>ermittcd  that,  that  a  common  mercantile  ^tor  fe 
not  pertoitted  by  their  Uws,  The  experiment  of  establishing  consuls 
m  the  colonics  of  the  European  nations  hsis  been  going  on  for  some 
time  t  but  as  yet  we  cannot  say  it  has  been  formally  and  fully  admitted 
by  any*  llie  French  colonial  authority  has  received  ibem*  but  ihcy 
have  never  yet  been  conUimed  tiy  the  national  authority.^ 

On  May  13,  I79!*  Jefferson  sent  out  his  second  circular: 

To  TiiE  Consuls  A^fD  V' ice-coxsl^ls  or  the  UNiTEr>  STAifi:si,' 
Sir  /  You  will  readily  conGcive  that  the  union  of  domestic  with  the 
foieign  afifairs  under  the  department  of  state  brings  on  the  head  of  this 
departmcBt  such  incessant  calls,  not  admitting  delay,  as  oblige  him  to 
postpone  whatever  will  bear  postponing  ;  hence,  tho'  it  is  important 
ihat  1  shoultl  rcjntinue  to  receive  from  time  to  time  regular  Information 
from  you  of  whatever  occurs  within  your  notice  interesting  to  the  United 
Slitcs,  yet  it  !S  not  niLhin  my  power  to  a-jknowled^e  the  receipt  of  your 
letters  regularly  as  they  come.  I  mention  these  circumstances  that  you 
may  as(  ribc  the  delay  of  acknowledgement  to  the  real  cause,  that  it  may 
not  pHHliK  e  any  relaxation  on  your  part  in  making  all  these  communi- 
cations \vhi(  h  it  is  important  should  be  received,  and  which  govern  our 
proceedings  tho'  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  note  it  to  you  specially. 

I  had  hoped  that  Congress  at  their  last  session  would  have  passed  a 
bill  for  regulating  the  functions  of  consuls.  Such  a  one  was  before 
them,  but  there  being  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion  as  to  some 
of  its  parts,  it  has  been  finally  lost  by  the  shortness  of  the  session  which 
the  constitution  has  limited  to  the  third  of  March.  It  will  be  taken  u]) 
again  at  the  ensuing  session  of  October  next ;  and  in  the  meantime 
you  will  l^e  pleased  to  govern  yourself  by  the  instmctions  already  given. 
In  general  our  affairs  are  proceeding  in  a  train  of  unparalled  pros- 
perity.    This  arises   from   the   real   improvements  of  our  government, 

'Jefferson's  Works,  vol.  iv,  p.  69.  It  seemed,  in  fact,  to  make  no  difference 
whether  consular  conventions  existed  or  not,  for  the  United  States  had  as  much 
trouble  with  France  as  with  England. 

'Never  before  published.     It  is  recorded  in  Instructions  to  Ministers,  vol.  i. 
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from  the  unbounded  confidence  reposed  in  it  by  the  people ,  their  zeal 
to  support  it  and  their  conviction  that  a  solid  union  is  the  best  rock  of 
their  safety,  from  the  favorable  seasons  which  for  some  years  past  have 
cooperated  with  a  fertile  soil  and  good  climate  to  increase  the  produc- 
tions of  agriculture,  and  from  the  growth  of  industry,  economy  and  do- 
mestic manufactures.  So  that  I  believe  I  may  say  with  truth  that  there 
is  not  a  nation  under  the  sun  enjoying  more  present  prosperity  now  with 
more  in  prospect. 

The  unsuccessful  issue  of  the  expedition  against  the  savages  the  last 
year  is  not  unknown  to  you.  More  adequate  preparations  are  making 
for  the  present  year,  and  in  the  meantime  some  of  the  tribes  have 
accepted  peace  and  others  have  expressed  a  readiness  to  do  the  same. 

Another  plentiful  year  has  been  added  to  those  that  had  preceded  it, 
and  the  present  bids  fair  to  be  equally  so.  A  prosperity  built  on  the 
basis  of  agriculture  is  that  which  is  most  desirable  to  us,  because  to  the 
efforts  of  labor  it  adds  the  efforts  of  a  greater  proportion  of  soil.  The 
check,  however,  which  the  commercial  regulations  of  Europe  have 
given  to  the  sale  of  our  produce  has  produced  a  very  considerable 
degree  of  domestic  manu^ture,  which  so  far  as  it  is  of  the  household 
kind  will  doubtless  continue,  and  so  far  as  it  is  more  public  will  depend 
on  the  continuance  or  discontinuance  of  the  European  policy. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem, 

Thomas  Jefferson, 

For  two  years,  as  indicated  in  the  instructions  and  letters  of 
Jefferson,  Congress  had  been  considering  the  regulation  of  the 
consular  system ;  but  for  various  reasons  the  act  had  been  de- 
layed. Finally  on  April  14,  1792,  such  an  act  was  passed.'  It 
should  be  noticed  that  this  act  did  not,  as  some  have  said,  create 
the  consular  system,  but  it  did  to  a  certain  extent  define  the 
duties  and  functions  of  consuls. 

During  the  years  from  1792  down  to  18 16,  when  foreign 
affairs  were  most  troublesome,  when  precedents  were  being 
established  and  consuls  were  inexperienced  and  frequently  per- 
plexed, our  secretaries  of  state  were  kept  exceedingly  busy  in 

^  It  wfts  entitled:  "  An  act  concerning  consub  and  vice-consuls  for  carrying  into 
full  effect  the  convention  between  the  King  of  the  French  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  defining  and  establishing  the  functions  and 
privileges  of  their  respective  consuls  and  vice-consuls."  The  act  may  be  found  in  the 
Journals  of  Congress,  vol.  iii,  p.  1360,  and  in  Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  i,  p.  254. 
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givsnf^  advice  and  sending  instructions.  That  the  task  became 
a  heavy  burden  for  Jefferson  is  made  plain  by  the  opening  sen- 
tences of  Uic  instructions  of  May  13,  1791,  quoted  above. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress  in  1 792  Jefferson 
sent  out  his  third  set  of  instructions  to  the  consuls  and  vice- 
consul*^  and  fon%'arded  to  them  also  a  copy  of  the  law  of  Con- 
gress passed  during  the  previous  month.  Besides  some  general 
instructions  In  regard  to  the  duties  of  their  office,  Jefferson  wrote 
of  the  public  credit  and  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  countm 
Two  more  circulars  of  general  instructions  were  sent  out  by  him 
before  he  retired  from  the  office  of  secretary  of  state,  Dec,  31, 
1793^  One  of  these  cJrculai^,  dated  November  14,  1792,  di- 
rects the  consuls  to  address  their  letters  in  future  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  by  title  and  not  by  name,  as  he  intends  to  resign. 
The  other  circular,  on  March  21,  1793.  calls  the  attention  of 
the  con!!«uls  to  the  appearances  of  war  in  Europe  and  desires 
them,  on  the  first  symptoms  of  rupture  among  the  maritime 
powers,  to  put  our  vessels  on  their  guard » to  secure  to  them  the 
rights  of  neutrality  and  to  protect  them  against  all  invasions  of 
such  rights. 

The  consular  service  as  developed  by  Jefferson  was  organ  t***'^ 
to  put  it  .IS  concisely  as  possible,  as  follows:  Only  native  citizens 
of  the  United  States  were  appointed  consuls.  In  ports  where 
consular  otlicers  were  needed  a  foreic^ner  was  appointed  vice- 
consul  if  no  deservini;  native  was  to  be  found  there.  A  vice- 
consul  of  one  port  and  its  vicinity  had  no  dependence  on 
the  consul  of  another;  each  acted  independently  in  his  depart- 
ment, which  extended  to  all  places  within  the  same  allegiance 
that  were  nearer  to  him  than  to  any  other  consul  or  vice-consul ; 
each  could  appoint  a^^ents  within  his  department  who  were  to 
correspond  with  himself.  In  France  in  1791  there  were  three 
consuls  for  the  United  States  (natives)  and  two  vice-consuls 
(Frenchmen).  In  Fngland  there  were  three  consuls  for  the 
United  States  (natives)  and  one  vice-consul  (foreigner).  In 
Ireland  there  was  one  consul  for  the  United  States  (native). 

It  was  Jefferson's  settled  policy  to  appoint  foreigners  to  the 
consular  offices  only  when  deserving  natives  could  not  be  found. 
In  his  letter  to  Jay  in  1788  accompanying  the  consular  conven- 
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tion,  Jefferson  had  said :  *'  Native  citizens,  on  several  valuable 
accounts,  are  preferable  to  aliens  and  to  citizens  alien  bom." 
His  reasons  for  so  thinking  are  clearly  indicated  in  two  of  his 
letters.  In  a  letter  to  the  vice-consul  at  Havre,  M.  de  la  Motte, 
he  said : 

I  am  sensible  of  the  difficulties  to  which  our  consuls  are  exposed  by 
the  applications  of  sailors  calling  themselves  American.  Though  the 
difference  of  dialect  between  the  Irish  and  Scotch  and  Americans  is 
sensible  to  the  ear  of  the  native,  it  is  not  to  that  of  a  foreigner,  how- 
ever well  he  understands  the  language ,  and  between  the  American  and 
English  (unless  of  particular  provinces)  there  is  no  difference,  sensible 
even  to  a  native.  Among  hundreds  of  applications  made  to  me  at 
Paris,  nine-tenths  were  Irish,  whom  I  readily  discovered,  the  residue  I 
think  were  English,  and,  I  believe,  not  a  single  instance  of  a  Scotch- 
man or  American.  The  sobriety  and  earnestness  of  the  two  last  keep 
them  from  want.  You  will  find  it  necessary  to  be  extremely  on  your 
guard  against  these  applications.' 

Twenty-five  years  later,  on  February  4,  1816,  Jefferson  wrote 
again  on  this  subject  of  appointing  foreigners  to  office  and  in 
particular  concerning  M.  de  la  Motte: 

On  the  question  of  giving  to  de  la  Motte  the  consulship  of  Havre  I 
know  the  obstacle  of  the  Senate.  Their  determination  to  appoint 
natives  only  is  generally  proper,  but  not  always.  These  places  are  for 
the  most  part  of  little  consequence  to  the  public,  and  if  they  can  be 
made  resources  of  profit  to  our  ex-military  worthies  they  are  so  far  ad- 
vantageous. You  or  I  however  know  that  one  of  these  new  novices 
[j/V],  knowing  nothing  of  the  laws  or  authorities  of  his  port,  nor  speak- 
ing a  word  of  its  language,  is  of  no  more  account  than  the  fifth  wheel  of 
a  coach.' 

It  is  evident  that  the  thought  uppermost  in  Jefferson's  mind 
was  the  good  of  the  service.  The  best  men  available  should 
be  appointed.  Nearly  all  of  the  secretaries  of  state  since  his 
time  have  advocated  the  same  system — the  merit  system — but 
unfortunately,  after  a  hundred  years  and  many  attempts  at  re- 
form, it  is  not  yet  established. 

'  Never  before  published.     It  is  to  be  found  in  Instructions  to  Ministers,  vol.  i. 
'  Jefferson's  Works,  vol.  vi,  p.  552. 


Consular  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  consul  and 
vicc-consfiul,  received  no  salary,  fees  or  emoluments.  They  were 
of  course  allowed  to  engage  in  trade.  This  lack  of  salary'  di^ 
tressed  Jefferson  very  much  j  and  it  was  largely  through  hb 
efforts  that  the  law  of  1 792  provided  for  certain  consular  fees* 
Economy  at  that  time  demanded  such  a  system  ;  but  there  1%  no 
sufficient  excuse  for  its  maintenance  to  the  present  time. 

Some  of  those  early  consular  officers,  possibly  all  of  them, 
were  able  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  duty,  Thoinas 
Barclay,  first  consul  of  the  United  States  in  Europe,  also  a 
diplomatist,  perfurmed  a  long  service  and  was  highly  esteemed 
by  his  government.  Stephen  Cathalan  was  consul  and  vice* 
ecmsul  for  twenty-six  years  and  performed  the  work  for  nearly 
forty.  He  &poke  English  and  French  fluently,  and  according 
to  Jefferson's  testimony  performed  his  duties  well.  Sylv^nus 
Bourne  was  in  consular  work  twenty-six  years ♦  seventeen  or 
more  of  which  were  spent  at  Amsterdam,  Bourne's  last  letter 
to  his  government,  dated  June  5,  1817.  reveals  very  unsatisfac- 
tory conditions  in  the  consular  service.     He  writes,  in  a  trem- 

a  more  proper  and  equitable  provision  for  the  compensation  of 
our  consuls  abroad. 

As  it  is  at  present  [he  declares]  their  situation  is  dishonorable  to 
their  country  and  ])et  uliarly  degrading  to  the  men  themselves.  A  cor- 
rect statement  of  their  suffering  and  privation  could  not  fail  to  excite 
fitting  sentiments  of  the  justice  due  to  them.' 

A  few  weeks   later  l^ournc  died  in  extreme  poverty  at  Amster- 
dam. 

The  consular  svstem,  if  s)stem  it  can  properly  be  called,  was 
fully  established  in  1792.  It  had  been  developed  by  Jefferson 
alon^:^  the  lines  indicated  b\'  liim  in  his  letter  to  Jay,  accompan\- 
in^:^  the  consular  convention  of  1788.  It  was  not  satisfactory  to 
Jefferson,  but  it  was  the  best  obtainable  at  the  time,  l^hat  some 
of  its  defects  were  continued  and  others  introduced  was  the 
fault  of  others  and  of  later  times. 

Burt  E.   Powell. 

Wu.MRiTF,  Illinois. 

'  This  letter  is  to  be  found  in  the  Consular  Dispatches. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  THEORIES  IN  FRANCE 

IN  THE  SEVENTEENTH  AND  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURIES 

ONE  who  goes  through  the  records  of  French  histor>'  finds, 
upon  coming  to  the  revolutionary  era,  certain  elaborate, 
written  constitutions.  The  very  swiftness  with  which 
one  document  succeeds  another  would  seem  to  be  prima  facie 
evidence  of  their  inadequacy;  they  may,  indeed,  be  regarded 
as  the  prospectuses  rather  than  the  bases  of  government ;  but 
putting  aside  all  questions  of  intrinsic  worth,  as  judged  by  the 
later  developments  of  political  science,  there  is  no  escape  from 
the  conclusion  that  these  constitutional  phenomena  were  at  the 
time  of  vast  significance,  and  we  cannot  withhold  our  wonder  at 
the  apparent  unexpectedness  of  their  appearance  upon  the  scene 
of  French  political  life. 

Whence  come  these  documents  which  seek  to  enthrone  sys- 
tem in  the  place  of  chaos?  Are  they  the  result  of  a  fortunate 
inspiration  vouchsafed  in  the  nick  of  time  to  rescue  France  as 
she  totters  between  the  gulfs  of  despotism  and  anarchy?  Are 
they  a  special,  unaccountable  gift  of  political  insight?  Are  they 
efforts  to  solve  a  problem  which  France  had  never  attempted 
to  solve  or  even  formulate  before?  Are  they  the  first  clamor- 
ous expression  by  French  publicists  of  the  need  for  greater 
order  and  stability  in  the  administration  of  government?  No, 
they  are  none  of  these.  They  are  simply  stages  in  the  realiza- 
tion that  something  was  wrong  with  the  French  machinery  of 
state,  and  in  the  process  of  that  realization  they  are  by  no  means 
the  first  stages.  So  the  suddenness  and  spontaneity  of  the  revo- 
lutionary constitutions  is  only  apparent  and  not  real. 

Indeed  the  correspondence  and  memoirs  and  treatises  of 
French  thinkers  for  two  hundred  years  before  the  overthrow 
of  '89  are  replete  with  complaints  in  regard  to  the  old  regime 
and  suggestions  for  remedying  its  irregularities  and  injustice. 
Whether  France  had  a  constitution  was  a  question  asked  and 
answered  countless   times;    and,  naturally  enough,  the  answers 
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were  largely  determined  by  personal  or  corporate  interest  and 
predilection.  To  describe  the  growth  of  the  idea  of  a  constitu- 
tion, it  will  be  profitable  to  quote  the  views  of  men  who  may  be 
presumed  to  have  had  some  influence  in  shaping  public  thought, 
though  the  exact  measure  of  that  influence  it  will  be  beyond 
our  power  to  estimate.  To  appreciate  the  difficulty  with  which 
the  idea  took  form  we  must  have  some  notion  of  the  dead 
weights  and  the  active  energies  which  impeded  or  opposed  its 
development. 

On  March  6,  1648,  a  deputation  from  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
visited  the  queen  regent  and  replied  as  follows  to  her  request 
that  the  parliament  define  its  authority  and  limit  its  jurisdiction : 

For  the  members  of  parliament  to  resolve  what  are  the  extreme  limits  of 
their  power  would  be  to  enter  into  controversy  with  their  sovereign. 
Pardon  us,  Madame,  if,  in  order  to  keep  within  the  bounds  of  respect, 
we  feiil  in  obedience.  The  members  of  parliament  confess  that  they 
cannot  and  ought  not  to  decide  a  question  of  this  nature,  for,  in  order 
to  do  so,  it  would  be  necessary  to  break  open  the  seals  of  royalty  and 
penetrate  .into  the  secrecy  and  majestic  mystery  of  the  empire.  Be 
gracious  enough  to  pardon,  Madame,  this  refusal  to  deliberate  upon  the 
most  important  and  difficult  question  of  government,  the  determination 
of  the  legitimate  measure,  extent  and  competence  of  the  various  powers.' 

Lest  it  be  thought  that  the  parliament's  reluctance  was  actu- 
ated by  unselfishness  and  modesty,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
quote  the  sentiments  of  the  same  parliament  in  the  year  1732 : 

The  full  and  entire  liberty  of  acting  according  to  the  exigencies  of  time 
and  circumstance  constitutes  all  the  force,  sometimes  all  the  importance, 
of  our  decisions.  Everything  which  might  tend  to  tie  the  hands  of 
your  parliament  and  to  restrain  that  indefinite  liberty  which  it  has  always 
enjoyed  in  the  administration  of  justice,  would  appear  at  once  new  and 
difficult  if  not  impossible  of  execution. " 

Something  of  the  same  spirit  is  manifest  in  the  remonstrances 
of  the  Parliament  of  Provence  in  February,  1771.     In  this  case 

'  Mdmoires  de  Talon,  M^moires  relatifs  k  Phistoire  de  France  (Paris,  1857),  toI. 
XXX,  p.  217. 

*  I'lammermont,   Remontrances  du   Parlement  de  Paris,  vol.  i,  p.  282. 
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it  is  a  question  of  establishing  the  bounds  between  monarchy 
and  despotism,  and  the  parliament  declares  that  **  to  remove 
the  sacred  veil  which  conceals  the  limits  of  authority  is  to  inspire 
distrust  and  start  a  dangerous  agitation."  '  Here  the  argument 
for  uncertainty  and  absence  of  definition  is  advanced  in  the 
interest  of  domestic  peace ;  on  another  occasion  the  same  argu- 
ment is  used  in  the  interest  of  safety  from  outside  intervention : 

The  French  government  is  indefinable,  incomprehensible ;  and  it  is 
precisely  that  which  gives  it  all  its  force.  Unable  to  descry  or  estimate 
the  extent  of  its  resources,  the  enemies  of  this  state  cannot  inflict  upon 
it  serious  injury,  much  less  destroy  it. ' 

If  we  remember  that  intelligent  Frenchmen  had  always  a  ten- 
dency to  lapse  into  this  anti-constitutional  frame  of  mind — a 
tendency  thus  to  worship  indefiniteness  and  mystery — we  shall 
better  appraise  the  difficulty  of  introducing  into  France  a  well- 
ordered  government. 

As  it  is  my  purpose  later  to  adduce  evidence  of  a  constitu- 
tional concept  actually  existent  before  the  Revolution,  it  is  only 
fair  to  admit  at  the  beginning  how  little  the  concept  had  been 
able  outwardly  to  accomplish,  and  in  what  an  apparently  serious 
predicament  France  found  herself  as  she  approached  the  end 
of  the  old  regime.     In  March,  1789,  Seguier  declared: 

The  present  situation  of  France  is  like  that  of  a  numerous  fleet  buf- 
feted by  a  tempest,  unable  to  use  the  signals  agreed  upon ;  the  vessels, 
beaten  about  by  opposing  winds,  obey  the  foaming  wave,  collide,  sepa- 
rate and  meet  again.' 

The  Baron  de  Besenval  thus  describes  the  pre-revolutionar>' 
anarchy : 

The  general  spirit  of  revolt,  the  conflict  of  diverse  interests,  had  at 

*  Recueil  de  remontrances  des  parlements  (Paris,  1775),  vol.  ii,  p.  487.  Bib.  Nat. 
Lb.  38,   1256. 

•Chaillon  de  Jonville,  Apologie  de  la  constitution  fran^aise,  ou  fetats  rdpublicains 
«t  monarchiques  compares  dans  les  histoires  de  Rome  et  de  France  (1789),  vol.  i, 
p.  143.     Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  1272. 

'Speech  of  Siguier  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris  on  March  17,  1789.  Journal  g^- 
fi^ral  de  France.  1789,  p.  131. 
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last  produced  a  ridiculous  caricature  of  civil  war,  which,  without  chiefs,, 
without  poignards,  without  poison,  without  the  shedding  of  blood, 
nevertheless  had  all  the  evils  attendant  upon  intestine  strife/ 

Mounier,  with  his  accustomed  clearness,  sums  up  the  situa- 
tion as  follows : 

France  alone,  perhaps,  presented  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  two 
authorities,  alternately  victorious  and  subdued,  concluding  truces  but 
never  definitive  treaties  and,  in  the  shock  and  impact  of  their  preten- 
sions, dictating  contrary  mandates  to  the  people.  These  two  authori- 
ties were  that  of  the  king  and  that  of  the  parliaments  or  superior 
tribunals.' 

Linguet,  the  erratic  journalist  and  advocate,  in  1777  lends  his 
facile  pen  to  the  portrayal  of  the  conflict  of  powers. 

In  France  ...  the  monarch  calls  himself  the  nation ;  the  parlia- 
ments call  themselves  the  nation  ;  the  nobility  calls  itself  the  nation ; 
it  is  only  the  nation  itself  that  is  not  permitted  to  say  what  it  is  or  even 
to  give  evidence  that  it  exists.  While  we  wait  for  the  situation  to  be 
clarified,  all  is  confusion ;  everything  serves  as  a  basis  for  claims  and  as 
matter  for  dispute.  The  royal  authority,  incessantly  advancing  or 
receding,  knows  no  bounds  which  it  dares  not  cross  and  no  limits 
behind  which  it  cannot  be  forced  to  retreat.* 

In  his  history  of  the  decline  of  the  French  monarchy,  Soulavie 
remarks : 

Of  this  struggle  between  the  claims  of  military  force  and  the  claims  of 
the  parliaments  was  born  a  government  which  I  will  not  call  a  free 
government  (in  which  the  powers  are  divided,  defined,  classified  and 
established  ...  as  in  England),  but  there  was  bom  this  gouverne- 
ment  hermaphrodite  .  .  .  which  now  crushed  the  revolutionary  oppo- 
sition of  the  parliaments  by  a  coup  d^etat,  and  the  following  year  sub- 
mitted to  the  spirit  and  terms  of  the  parliaments'  representations.* 

*  M^moires  du  Baron  de  Besenval  (Paris,  1821),  vol.  ii,  p.  306. 

'Recherches  sur  les  causes  qui  ont  emp6ch6  les  Fran^ais  de  devenir  libres,  et  sur 
les  moyens  qui  leur  restent  pour  acqu^hr  la  liberie  (Geneva,  1792),  vol.  i,  p.  11. 
Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  5705. 

'Linguet,  Annales,  vol.  i,  p.  17. 

*Histnire  de  la  decadence  de  la  monarchie  fran^aise  (Paris,  1803),  vol.  i,  p.  238^ 
Bib.  Nat.  La.  29,  10. 
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An  English  observer  writing  in  1 769  is  sure  the  French  mon- 
archy is  absolute,  and  thinks  he  discerns  the  cause. 

Such  a  system  of  government  could  scarcely  be  framed  for  any  purpose 
but  to  render  arbitrary  power  wonderfully  secure.  It  efltectually  de- 
ceives the  people ;  for  to  their  minds,  so  infatuated  with  the  magnitude 
of  their  idea  of  the  grand  monarque,  such  resolute  opposition  as  his 
edicts  sometimes  meet  with  in  parliament  amazes  them  and  gives  them 
a  notion  of  liberty,  which  renders  the  truth  less  apparent.  It  is  incredi- 
ble what  numbers  of  Frenchmen  will  insist  violently  that  their  king  is 
far  from  being  absolute — that  they  are  a  free  people — and  that  the  leg- 
islative power  resides  not  in  the  king,  but  jointly  with  his  parliament.* 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  a  French  writer  expressed 
substantially  the  same  view  as  to  the  ineffectiveness  of  the 
parliaments : 

The  parliaments,  attached  to  antiquated  forms,  did  sometimes  make 
good  their  opposition  ;  but  they  were  easy  to  overcome  by  negotiation 
and  by  offering  advantageous  terms  to  those  members  who  had  the 
most  influence.  Ignorance  of  the  affairs  of  state  characterized  these 
great  bodies,  and  it  was  easy  for  an  adroit  minister  to  present  matters 
to  them  under  a  favorable  aspect ;  their  remonstrances  were  often 
agreed  upon  with  the  court  and  replied  to  in  advance,  and  the  most 
eloquent  protests  were  become  but  commonplaces.' 

These  contemporary  opinions,  it  must  be  confessed,  go  to  indi- 
cate not  merely  that  France  had  no  constitution,  but  that  the 
French  had  no  clear  idea  of  a  constitution.  It  must  however 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  outward  and  apparent  status  quo  is 
not  always  indicative  of  the  real  advance  made  by  ideas.     • 

It  is  manifest  that  the  first  step  toward  establishing  constitu- 
tionalism is  to  destroy  the  claim  to  absolute,  arbitrary  power. 
We  find  very  early  and  very  positive  utterances  by  Frenchmen 
to  the  effect  that  the  royal  authority  is  limited ;  that  France  is  a 
monarchy  but  not  a  despotism.     There  was  most  emphatic  op- 

*  Letters  concerning  the  Present  State  of  the  F'rench  Nation  (London,  1769),  p. 
142.     Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  38,  1563. 

•Gabriel  Senac  de  Meilhan,  Des  principeset  des  causes  de  la  R6volution  en  France 
(London,  1790),  p.  35. 
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posittciii  ta  the*  doctrine  that  the  monarches  far-sightedness  an 
perception  of  h%%  own  interest  as  bound  up  with  that  of  his  ml 
lects  would  operate  to  keep  him  within  just  timics;  such  a  sell 
imposed  restniiDt  is  characterized  as  a  s^uv^-g^ardr  iram^Mu 
A  limili  which  perhaps  was  hardly  less  fictitious,  u-as  touwA  i 
div*ine  law  and  precept,  French  men  were  often  ready  enoug 
to  admit  that  kings  were  God's  earthly  agents,  but  they  dt 
mandcd  that  the  kingis  act  in  harmony  with  God's  laws,  Seyssc 
an  early  writer  on  public  law,  mentions  ''  religion  ''  as  the  6m 
af  the  three  restraints  upon  kingly  power,*  In  July,  154^ 
Henr>'  11 »  in  an  interview  with  CKancellor  Olivier  and  the  fin 
president  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  was  admonished  of  his  dtit 
iind  was  asked:  **  Can  kings,  transcending  the  common  vnrtBC 
do  anything  more  lofty,  more  royal  and  more  divine  than  t 
conform  themselves  to  God  in  the  admtmstration  of  justice?" 
A  ccntuf)'  later  it  was  asiserted  that 

The  necessity  of  doing  well  and  the  inalHllty  to  fail  are  the  higbe 
degreei  of  ail  |>erfcction.  God  himself,  in  the  opinion  of  Philo  tfe 
jcw^  cannot  do  more»  and  tt  is  this  divine  impotence  which  so%^rei^ 
who  arc  (kxl*s  Hkcnesscs  iijjon  earth,  ought  especially  to  imitate  i 
governing  their  states.' 

Hossiict  insisted  that  "  the  people  ought  to  fear  the  prince;  bu 
{\\c  prince  oui^ht  to  fear  to  do  evil."'' 

Out  of  this  restraint  imposed  by  religion  was  derived  th 
r.inious  doctrine  of  the  "  happ)'  inability  "  {/uurenst  iuipuissancc 
ol  kings,  which  was  used  b)'  publicists  and  parliaments  in  th 
manceuvres  of  opposition  down  to  a  very  late  date. 

There  are   laws  which  our  kings  are  fortunately  incapable  of  changin 

'  Arreif  (hi  I'arlcnitfnl  cic  I^t)rcieaux  du  26  mars  I77l,p.  3.  Bih.  Nat.  Lb- 3. 
1  I  SN.  Al>o  Ancle  (hi  I'arlcnient  cie  Kennes  ciii  16  mai>  1771,  Kccueil,  vol.  ii,  | 
2V).      Hih.  Xnl.  Lh.  ;vS,  1256. 

'La  i^rafulc  monarchic  dc  I'rancc  (1541),  j^j^.  II,  12.      Lih.  Nal.  Le.  4,  i. 

^  Archives  Nationalcs,  MSS.  L933,  p.  3S0. 

*  Traiid  dcs  drnits  dc  la  rcyne  tr^s-chretiennc  siir  divers  Eials  de  la  monarch 
d'l'sjiagne  (Paris,  1667),  pail  ii,  p.   191.      Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  37,  3566B. 

"^  rolitiqiie  tiree  des  propres  paroles  de  rfCcriture  saintc,  Ocuvres  compldtcs  (et 
I  ariiat,  Paris,  1864),  vol.  23,  p.  564. 


No.  4]  COXSTITUT/ONAL   THEORIES  IN  FRANCE  645 

.  .  .  those  laws  which,  taking  their  rise  in  eternal  justice,  impose 
upon  all  sovereigns,  no  matter  how  extensive  their  power,  the  rigorous 
obligation  of  respecting  legitimate  rights,  of  judging  equitably,  of  not 
deciding  except  according  to  law,  of  shunning  despotism  and  of  con- 
sulting, in  all  acts  of  government,  the  interest  of  the  public  weal. 
These  laws,  dictated  by  the  Author  of  Nature,  are  the  primitive  foun- 
dation of  all  society  and  are  binding  upon  all  authorities,  even  the  most 
absolute.  * 

The  men  who  disputed  the  king's  divine  right  hesitated  to 
proclaim  unreservedly  the  severance  of  God's  authority  from 
temporal  affairs;  accordingly  they  accepted  the  vox popnli  vox 
Z?^/ argument.     In  1771  a  radical  writes: 

It  must  not  be  imagined  that  the  monarch  is  inferior  or  submissive  to 
the  people  over  whom  he  has  a  right  to  rule ;  but  he  is  incontestably 
subject  to  the  will  of  God,  which,  in  temporal  governments,  is  legi- 
timately manifested  by  the  voice  of  the  people  ...  In  accordance 
with  the  express  terms  of  the  consecration  of  our  kings,  the  right  to 
reign  is  no  other  than  that  of  governing  according  to  the  will  of  God  ; 
indeed,  our  monarchs  promise  to  do  thus  when  they  swear  to  rule  in 
harmony  with  the  best  advice  given  in  the  council  of  their  liegemen.  '^ 

In  1 77 1  this  was  no  longer  new  doctrine,  for  the  people's  con- 
trol over  the  inauguration  and  administration  of  kings  had 
already  for  generations  been  insisted  upon.  In  171 7  Massillon, 
the  newly  appointed  bishop  of  Clermont,  preached  a  series  of 
sermons  before  the  young  king,  Louis  XV,  with  wholesome 
admonitions  which  that  monarch  would  have  done  well  to  heed. 

Sire,  a  magnate,  a  prince,  is  not  born  for  himself  alone;  he  owes 
himself  to  his  subjects.  The  people,  in  elevating  him,  have  confided 
power   and  authority   to  his  keeping  and    have   reserved   for   them- 

*  D^veloppement  des  principes  fondamentaux  de  la  monarchic  fran^aise,  par  Jan- 
non  et  autres  magistrals  6migr6s  (1795),  p.  29.     Bib.  Nat.  Le.  4,  106  Reserve. 

'Inauguration  de  Pharamond;  ou  Exposition  des  loix  fondamentales  de  la  mo- 
narchie  fran^aise,  avec  les  preuves  de  leur  execution,  perp^tu^s  sous  les  trois  races  de 
nos  rois.  This  pamphlet  is  contained  in  vol.  ii  of  Les  efforts  de  la  liberty  et  du  pa- 
triotisme  contre  le  despotisme  du  Sr.  de  Maupeou,  chancelier  de  France,  ou  Recueil 
des  Merits  patriotiques  public  pour  maintenir  I'ancien  gouvemement  frangais.  Lon- 
don, 1775.     Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  38,  1303. 
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iteke!!  th«  right  to  Kb  care,  hb  tim€.  His  vtgilmiice*  He  u  noC 
;m  tdol  that  they  have  made  to  worabip ;  he  is  a  guardian  pat  il 
their  heficl  to  protect  and  defend  them*  He  is  not  of  those  u^eks 
divinities  which  have  eyes  and  see  not,  tongues  atid  speak  Bot 
bondx  and  j^rform  not ;  he  is  (if  ^htyst  deities  who  go  before  the  peofk 
4  »  ,  to  conduct  them  and  giiard  them.  It  is  the  people  wbo^  isf 
the  command  of  (kxi,  have  matie  our  sovereigns  what  they  are  *  -  * 
Ves.  Sire,  it  \%  the  choice  of  the  nation  that  first  pbced  the  5cq>tei  in 
the  hand*  of  your  ancestors  ;  it  Is  the  nation  that  lifted  them  npon  the 
mnitnry  shield  and  proctaimed  them  kings.  * 

Out  of  the  theocratic  irotion  of  government,  and  doubtl^  as 
a  consequence  of  the  theory  that  the  voice  of  the  people  was 
the  voice  of  God,  spmng  the  concepts  of  rautmt  soeml  and 
tmhnti  ghiirak^  which  received  such  extended  treatment  at  tk 
handi$  of  eighteenth  century  philosophers  and  publicists.  The 
people,  foreseeing  the  advantage  of  being  ruled  by  a  monarch* 
choose,  by  expressing  their  voUnif  gtnt'rair^  a  king.  TlifS 
x^ohmi  ginhrak  remains  forever  the  guide,  the  norm,  of  ro>^ 
action.  To  the  popular  will  must  the  king's  will  conform,  before 
the  king's  will  can  be  said  to  be  a  t^otouti  legale. 

There  was,  however,  an  ambiguity  in  the  term  z^oionlf  legak. 
just  as  French  kings,  in  the  natural  course  of  events,  had  legiti- 
mate chiklron  iintl  Ui^itnni^.ed  bastards,  so,  in  the  realm  of  Icgu^- 
laLion,  llioy  had  hiwtul  volition  and  v^olition  made  lawful.  Thi? 
distinction  was  perfectly  clear  to  Frenchmen  when  they  took  the 
trouble  to  fornuilate  their  political  ideas;  but  for  the  two  con- 
cepts the)'  had  but  a  single  expression,  that  of  vo/ontc  legale 
or  its  equivalent,  pouvoir  IcgaL  and  this  poverty  of  phrase  at 
times  led  to  confusion  of  thought.  The  term  '*  lawful  volition" 
connotes  a  realm  of  powers  and  capacities  at  the  complete  dis- 
posal of  the  monarch  by  virtue  of  constitutional  grant  and  allow- 
ance, while  the  concept  *'  volition  made  lawful  "  refers  merely 
to  the  monarch's  right  to  propose  and  initiate  legislation,  subject 
always  to  the  right  of  a  competent  body  to  veto,  to  amend  or  to 
confirm  any  such  proposed  legislation. 

'  Petit   car^me   de    Massillon,  ev^que  de  Clermont.      Paris.      Bib.  Nat.    Inventairc 
*•  D  "  71092. 
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Taking  up,  then,  the  subject  of  **  lawful  volition,"  and  neg- 
lecting for  the  moment  the  idea  of  **  volition  made  lawful,"  we 
are  confronted  at  the  outset  by  numerous  rules  for  the  monarch's 
guidance.  Let  it  be  understood  that  these  rules  vary  according 
to  the  preconceptions  and  the  politics  of  writers.  In  the  minds 
of  radicals,  they  are  barriers ;  in  the  minds  of  absolute  monarch- 
ists, they  are  the  generously  contributing  sources  of  royal 
power.  It  may  be  not  amiss  to  utter  the  warning  that  I  shall 
always  incline  to  quote  the  radical  view,  for  it  is  to  the  extrem- 
ists all  along  the  line  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  development 
of  the  constitutional  idea  in  its  fullest  elaboration. 

We  may  consider,  then,  the  realm  of  the  king's  **  lawful  voli- 
tion "  as  the  realm  of  those  residuary  powers  left  the  monarch 
after  subtracting  the  laws  and  principles  established  for  his  guid- 
ance. These  laws  and  principles  are  variously  named.  They 
are  the  lots  fondamentales,  constitutive s^  constitutionnelleSy  primi- 
tives, primordialeSy  essentielles,  immuablcs,  pcrmancntcs,  inebran- 
lables,  indestructibles. 

Whence  come  these  **  laws"?  Their  origin  is  differently  de- 
scribed as  divine,  natural,  traditional  and  reasonable.  They  are 
imposed  by  God,  by  nature,  by  custom,  by  compact  and  by  gratui- 
tous self-limitation  on  the  part  of  the  sovereign.  Especially  do 
the  opponents  of  absolutism  ascribe  to  this  last  method  the  origin 
of  the  lois  fondamentalcs.  That  was  a  polite  ruse  to  mollify  the 
king  and  lull  him  to  sleep  with  the  assurance  that  his  predeces- 
sors, realizing  their  human  weakness  and  fallibility,  had  volun- 
tarily disburdened  themselves  of  their  omnipotence  and  confided 
large  powers  to  a  safer  and  wiser  keeping  than  their  own.  The 
king  was  credited  with  upright  intentions  and  an  inexhaustible 
fund  of  good-will,  but  he  was  reminded  that  his  volonte  was 
liable  to  surprise  by  crafty,  unprincipled  courtiers,  and  that  out 
of  the  goodness  of  his  heart  and  the  fulness  of  his  exchequer 
he  was  likely  to  be  led  astray.  This  unflattering  ascription  of  a 
self-acknowledged  fallibility  seemed  less  brutally  hostile  and 
offensive  than  would  be  any  direct  assertion  of  a  limit  imposed 
from  outside.  So  we  shall  expect  to  find  that  monarchs  fre- 
quently took  patriotic  precautions  against  themselves  and  irrev- 
ocably deprived  themselves  of  the  free  exercise  of  certain  im- 
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portant  powers.     It  is  expressly  stated  that  what  the  king  h^s 
thn«  given f  the  king  cannot  take  back/ 

The  Ms  foHdamrntaifS  as  imposed  by  God  and  by  nattine 
\iwe  already  been  briefly  noticed  tn  connection  with  the  re- 
straiots  imposed  upon  the  monarch  by  religion.  These  lai*^ 
find  their  best  exponent  in  Bossueti'  but  Bossuct  was  in  cfiect 
an  absolute  monarchist!  J"  and  furthefmore  his  intent  ^ns  **  rather 
to  oflt^r  counsels  or  moral  teachings  than  to  establish  principles 
or  rules  of  law/*^ 

When,  in  the  passages  thtis  far  cited,  Frenchmen  speak  of 
the  laws  fixed  by  nature,  it  is  usually  Nature  capitalized  and,  by 
implication,  nearly  if  not  quite  synonymous  with  God,  But  this 
is  misleading,  because  the  ideas  associated  with  nature  had  the 
most  various  applicationis ;  nature  furnished  above  alK  the  sanc- 
tion for  RouBseau's  timtrai  sMtai.  Especially  does  Burlamaqui 
associate  the  idea  of  natttrai  fundft mental  laws  %vith  the  idea 
of  contract*  He  considers  the  Ims  fondamenlaies  in  two 
divisions,  the"  natural"  and  the  **  positive,"  and  places  in  the 
former  category 

the  promises,  whether  express  or  implied,  by  which  kings  upon  their 

iiccession  to  the  throne  bind  themselves,  even  by  oath,  to  govern  ac- 
conbng  to  the  laws  of  justice  and  equity.  Accordingly  these  laws  ir- 
clude  all  the  obligations  which  spring  from  the  original  causes  of  the 
formation  of  states.^ 

'  '*  Nc  com  Iiuv.  pav  .  .  ,  (jue  si  le  j^arlcnient  tient  tout  du  roi,  celui  qui  lui  a  tr.ul 
(lonn6  pc'vil  tout  lui  otor."  Lcttre  d'un  vrai  patriotc  a  M.  Cr^lhieu  de  Lamoi'-^non, 
<;arcic  (les  sceaux  dc  IVancc.  May  20,  17SS,  p.  6.      Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  55S. 

■'' '•  Cost  ])rincipalcmciit  dc  ces  lois  fondanientalcs  qu'il  est  6crit,  qu'en  les  violani, 
'  on  cljranlc  tous  les  foiidcnients  dc  la  terre  '  (Psal.  81,  5),  apr^s  quoi  il  ne  reste  plus 
(|ue  la  chute  des  empires."      Bossuet,  op.  cit.  p.  500. 

^  Ilnd.  532,  533. 

*  "  [11]  presente  plutot  des  conseils  ou  des  preceptes  de  morale,  qu'il  n'^tablil  des 
principes  ou  des  r^-gles  de  droit,"  J.  E.  M.  F'orlalis,  De  I'usage  et  de  Tabus  de 
I'csprit  philosophiciue  durant  le  xviii*  sidcle  (Paris,  1834),  vol.  ii,  p.  213.  Ed.  1S20, 
vol.  ii,  p.  269. 

^  Cited  in  Billaud-Varcnnes,  Despotisme  des  ministres  de  France  (Amsterdam, 
1789),  vol.  ii,  pp.  25,  26.     Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  1320. 
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By  such  degrees  does  the  idea  of  nature  imperceptibly  merge 
into  the  conception  of  contract. 

The  bewildering  mass  of  material  upon  the  subject  of  the 
contrat  social  need  present  no  serious  obstacle  to  our  research, 
if  we  bear  in  mind  that  our  quest  is  simply  to  ascertain  the 
alleged  basis  and  origin  of  the  lots  fondamentales.  Everything 
which  contributes  to  that  end  is  grist  for  our  mill ;  all  else  is 
chaff. 

So  early  as  1667  we  find  an  assertion  which,  intrinsically  and 
in  the  absolute,  is  so  remarkable  and,  relatively,  is  so  germane, 
that  it  merits  quotation : 

Inasmuch  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the  state  has  established  a  reciprocal 
and  eternal  bond  of  union  between  the  prince  and  his  descendants  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  subjects  and  their  descendants  on  the  other,  by  a  sort  of 
contract  which  provides  that  the  sovereign  shall  reign  and  the  people  shall 
obey,  neither  party  alone,  at  its  own  pleasure,  can  free  itself  from  so 
solemn  an  engagement  in  which  the  two  parties  have  bound  themselves 
each  to  the  other  to  render  mutual  assistance — the  authority  to  rule 
representing  an  obligation  quite  as  strict  in  its  way  as  the  duty  to  obey.  * 

Noteworthy  as  this  statement  is,  it  will  be  observed  that  it 
emphasizes  mainly  the  inability  of  the  monarch  legally  to  cease 
governing  according  to  the  original  contract  with  the  people. 
There  is  no  attempt  to  elaborate  the  idea  of  lois  fondamentales  \ 
in  fact,  only  one  such  law  is  insisted  upon.  The  most  direct 
and  unequivocal  statement  that  the  lois  fondamentales  in  general 
arise  from  agreement  is  to  be  found  in  Diderot's  article  on  "  Loi** 
in  the  Encyclopedic,  where  he  declares  that 

the  fundamental  laws  of  a  state  ...  are  compacts  between  the  people 
and  that  person,  or  those  persons,  upon  whom  the  people  confer  the 

"<  La  loy  fondamentale  de  T^ltat,  ayant  formi  une  liaison  r^ciproque  et  itemelle 
entre  le  prince  et  ses  descendants  d'une  part,  et  les  sujets  et  leurs  descendants  de 
I'autre,  par  une  esp^ce  de  contrat  qui  destine  le  souverain  k  r^gner,  et  les  peuples  k 
oMir,  nuUe  des  parties  ne  peut  seule,  et  quand  il  luy  platt,  se  dilivrer  d'un  engage- 
ment si  solennel,  dans  lequel  ils  se  sont  donnez  les  uns  aux  autres  pour  s'entr'aider 
mutuellement :  Tautoriti  de  r^gner  n'itant  pas  moins  une  servitude  en  sa  mani^re 
que  la  nicessiti  d'ob^ir  en  est  une.*'  Traiti  des  droits  de  la  reyne,  etc,,  part  i,  p. 
169. 
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tovereign  porer ,  and  these  compacts  determine  the  loaiineT  in 
the  govcnuneat  sh&ll  be  conducted  and  prescribe  limits  to  tlie  soi 
authority. ' 

The  same  author  even  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  "  the  ox 
act  of  associiition  bcani  the  name  of  the  fundamental  law5i 
state,  for  the  reason  that  they  constitiJte  the  basis  of  its  se 
and  liberty.**' 

Having  now  shown  that  the  iais  f&ndameniaies  were  s 
have  originated  in  God,  in  naturet  in  contract  and  in  the 
reign *»  voluntary  grant,  it  remains  for  us  to  consider  their 
in  tradition  and  immemorial  custom.  We  are  wont  to  a 
to  the  Teutonic  peoples*  and  particularly  to  the  English, 
erence  for  antiquity  as  such,  and  to  account  for  their  pi 
status  by  showing  the  tenacity  with  which  they  have  re1 
thingSjE  out  of  sheer  conservatism,  after  the  original  raisin 
has  long  since  disappeared,  I  am  not  prepared  to  asser 
the  Gallic  people  are  not  more  prone  to  innovation  tha 
Teutonic;  but  this  I  know,  that  in  casting  about  for  prete: 
opposition  to  authority  and  in  proposing  remedies  for  di 
ism  French  publicists  repeatedly  said  :  **  Let  this  be  so  be 
it  has  been  so,  because  it  has  been  consecrated  by  timi 
usage."  The  appeal  to  prcccLlcnt  was  a  vQry  strong  appea 
was  used  with  ^vc^t  effect  Indeed,  it  was  from  the  accu: 
tion  of  precedents,  from  the  slow  accretion  of  custom  and 

'*'  Lcs  lois  fondannrnlalFs  d'lin  Etvt  *  .  .  sonl  ties  convtnlions  enlrc  Ic  p< 
cdwi.  Oil  tutix,  h  qiii  iL  ddf^re  la  Stouvcraincli' :  JerM^^udlcs  conrenlkftis  ttg 
mani^fc  cliinl  on  dciit  gtniverneT,  el  jircschvtnl  dcs  Isomei^  k  L*aulonld  souve; 
Encyclojiidic  on  Dicliunnoire  raisonn^,  iit\  (j*"*  fed,,  Uvoume,  1773),  voL  ix, 

''*L'»rlc  jTfimordinl  d*iL^^ocialiun  *  ^  .  porte  Ic  notii  dc  lois  fondamenti 
rfetai,  pairc  qikVllei*  en  cofisliUicnt  la  iftrclfe  et  la  lil>erlJi."  IMJ. — It  is  interci 
note  that  irfifiH-iinics  ili*?  pet'pk  victc?  conceivcti  oJ  a-s  having  eslaMi^hed  Ihc  tnc 
by  an  agrecniem  arnrmg  Ihtmt^Hvtfi  indifed,  l>nl  nol  hy  any  conlfact  with  \\ 
cho5iCn  as  monarch.  The  kinp;  ihu!i  Iwcnmcs  a  mere  office -hnUfei",  wilh  no  Imci 
right  to  hk  oflice^  ^*  L'acle  ]^aT  letjurl  un  petipir  se  soumet  i  des  chef: 
point  tm  com  rat.  Ce  n'csl  ahsolnment  qu*itne  rommi^iiion,  un  emplf*i  dans 
siuiples  ofliciers  du  corps  poliiiqiiei  Its  chcM  ocfcent  en  son  nom  k  pouvo 
il  les  A  fail  d^pnsttairesj  et  qii*il  peui  Jimiter^  modifier  cl  reprendre,  qnani 
plait;  raliferialiun  d'un  t<^t  droit  ^lant  mcompaliMe  avee  la  nature  du  contrat 
et  contraire  au  but  de  T association/*  L'Ami  des  Xjohn  {1771),  p.  7*  Bit 
Lb.  38,   1071, 
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tion,  that  the  fundamental  laws  drew  their  origin  and  their  force.' 
As  the  English  common  law  is  a  residuary  quintessence  of 
countless  decisions  of  the  judicial  courts,  so  in  old  France  the 
fundamental  and  the  quasi-fundamental  maxims  of  government 
and  administration  were  the  resultant  of  a  mass  of  royal  or- 
dinances, in  the  making  and  promulgation  of  which  the  parlia- 
ments had  had  sometimes  an  advising,  sometimes  a  deciding 
voice. 

It  is  evident  that  if  the  basis  of  French  government  was  im- 
bedded in  and  composed  of  the  multifarious  acts  of  legislation 
which  had  gone  before,  it  was  necessary  to  have  some  means  of 
determining  at  any  given  moment  the  actual  status  of  this  ever- 
developing  constitution.  It  is  precisely  this  need  which  the 
French  parliaments,  Parisian  and  provincial,  attempted  to  satisfy. 
These  bodies,  offshoots  of  the  old  curia  regis  and  intended 
by  the  monarch  to  perform  chiefly  judicial  duties,  were  per- 
mitted nevertheless  to  register  royal  edicts.  That  was  the  king's 
way  of  getting  his  legislative  will  before  the  people.  The  cere- 
mony of  registering  was  at  first  but  a  simple,  secretarial  per- 
formance, but  in  time  it  made  the  parliament  a  powerful  engine 
of  administration  and  also  the  final  resting  place  of  the  laws. 
Holding  in  its  possession  the  records  of  untold  edicts  and  ordin- 
ances, the  parliament  by  degrees  assumed  the  position  of  the 
watch-dog  of  legislation,  and  arrogated  to  itself  the  right  to  op- 
pose and  veto  new  laws  which  it  might  see  fit  to  declare  not  in 
harmony  with  the  French  constitution.  In  the  bitter  conflicts 
over  proposed  enactments,  the  king,  with  the  ever  imminent 
menace  of  armed  soldiery  and  the  more  insidious  menace  of 
lettres  de  cachet,  was  able  in  the  last  instance  to  compel  outward 

^  Lepaige,  in  the  course  of  bb  argument  for  such  constitutional  limitations  as  the 
parliaments  tried  to  establish,  discusses  the  lots  /ondamentales.  He  has  just  de- 
scribed the  origin  of  the  Salic  law,  and  continues:  "  Presque  toutes  nos  autres  loix 
fondamentales  sont  dans  le  m£me  cas;  igalement  itablies  sur  une  tradition,  qui 
remonte  &  Torigine  m£me  de  la  monarchic,  et  dont  nous  ne  trouvoni  les  premiers 
vestiges  que  dans  Tacite"  (!)  .  .  .  Again,  in  his  effort  to  render  undoubted  the 
antiquity  of  the  lois,  he  declares  that  "  les  diff6rens  peuples  Germains,  en  I'^ablissant 
dans  les  pays  qu*ils  occupent  aujourd'hui,  y  port^rent  les  loix  fondamentales  de  leur 
£tat."  Lettres  historiques  sur  les  fonctions  essentielles  du  parlement,  sur  le  droit 
des  pairs,  et  sur  les  loix  fondamentales  du  royaume  (Amsterdam,  i753-$4)t  PP- 
II,  12.    Bib.  Nat.  Ld.  4,  2563. 
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obedience  to  the  royal  will.  But  in  t! 
well-grounded  legal  justification  for  its 
bad  nearly  always  the  advantage,  because 
ihip  of  the  records  of  the  past/' 

Composed,  like  the  other  parliament 
the  Parliament  of  Paris  made  the  regis 
support  each  pretension  it  put  forth, 
wary  admission  of  royal  impuhsanc^^  um 
Iton  of  phrases,  adept  in  the  juxtapositioi 
utterances,  this  body  for  generations  m 
legislation  of  the  past  to  suit  itself.*  Tc 
of  what  would  seem  to  be  unpromistr 
plausibility  of  the  remonstrances  which 
prior  to  registering  new  laws.  These  re 
founded  on  justice  and  uttered  in  tones  ' 
eous  indignation,  printed  and  spread  b 
from  every  one  of  the  thirteen  parliar 
center,  had  incalculable  influence  in  ace 

^  It  mar  bt  ihought  thai  the  crown  would  bare  eqi 

mm  I  lor  Bccrad  to  the  recoTcU  of  leg^slatioiii  conM  sue 
tlons  and  lba&  d^^troy  the  indpieni,  tcnuitve  cotistiti 
pfwilion  appear*,  »l  K  not  susitin^d  by  iht.  facts-  1 
caunot  be  LirUcr  ^Iri^iitieil  than  in  ihc  woids  ol  More 
\\it\\  crun  cabinet  <Se  l^gii^btion  an  conlr^&Ie  g<^i>^ril  d 
tfi  diff^tentcs  contestations  qui,,  depuis  pliisiettra  ann^ 
rny^et  trouble  U  paiK  intfiieurt  qu^it  vouiait  malnteni 
fMJUvenl  dr  La  distfltr  nt^  \\m  kl^W.  A  la  cout,  el  cle  \^u 
priasenl  U  peine  de  le^  fL^uilleler.  Les  compagoies 
telke:s  qu}  paraissaient  appuytfr  leurs  pretentionsi,  el, 
qu^elles  les  s<i<\iTfes  u(i  cllc^  puii^icnt„  on  le&tait  motive 
Ton  n'appereevatl  pas  ttrUeK  que  les  monumentit  d 
toumir  au  t)lini^ti^^e^  Get  avantage  que  \ts  conipagn 
fonder  ^tudes^  doni  elles  ont  ^bus^  quelqtiefobi  les  i 
ou  n'atiraJcnt  point  icLatt^^  ou  &e  seraient  renfemi^i 
ccrfis  ruSuM^nt  ^n\\  que  la  cour  avail  autant  de  conn 
dc»  travaun  bii^toHqu^s  el  scientifiqueii,  %ol.  73,  pai 
Cionlention  in  1761  (ihid.  p^  47)  and  m  1 764  (iMd,  p. 
*  The  indictmenl  which  Ik  here  brouj^ht  again t^t  the 
ftJstiBtalion  ii\  a  pt^ru^al  of  the  three  volumes  of  the  r 
during  the  reignii  ol  Louis  XV  euid  Louis  XVI^  publisi 
An  cKainination  o(  the  protests  n^iade  by  the  provincii 
ihe  impies&ion  made  by  Flamtnennont's  cciUection. 
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and,  above  all,  the  numerous  legal  class  with  the  available 
grounds  and  pretexts  for  opposition  to  royalty. 

The  opposition  was  always  accompanied  by  an  appeal  to  the 
French  constitution,  and  the  constitution  at  any  given  time  was 
the  patch-work  product  which  the  parliament  saw  fit  to  make  it. 
Nevertheless,  despite  the  frequent  inconsistency  of  its  claims, 
the  parliament  found  it  advantageous  in  the  main  to  urge  con- 
tinually the  same  limitations  on  the  crown,  and  in  consequence 
there  grew  up  a  pretty  definite  scheme  of  fundamental  law. 
The  importance  of  this  usurped  and  often  ill-maintained  pre- 
rogative of  interpreting  the  constitution  cannot  be  overestimated. 
Unrecognized  by  the  king,  the  claim  was  sanctioned  by  the 
people,  and  the  parliament  at  times  took  on  the  aspect  of  a 
national  body,  in  some  measure  representative  of  the  people.' 

Let  us  now  examine  some  of  the  most  generally  recognized 
of  the  alleged  fundamental  laws  and  particularly  those  rules 
which  best  expressed  the  eighteenth  century  idea  of  a  consti- 
tution.* 

First  of  all,  there  were  the  numerous  maxims  which  assured 
the  continuance  of  monarchy.  Even  the  radical  opponents  of 
the  crown,  in  order  to  ward  off  the  imputation  of  treason,  began 
their  attack  with  full-mouthed  protestations  of  loyalty  to  the 
reigning  house  and  in  the  opening  sentences  conceded  a  pleni- 

*  Mimoires  d'Argenson,  vi,  452;  August,  1751 :  **  Ici  le  parlement  intiresse  la  na- 
tion, ivoque  la  constitution  fondamentale,  voiU  de  quoi  la  faire  r6voIter!**  IHd.  ix, 
249;  April  14,  1756:  <*  L*on  observe  que  tnus  les  parlements  font  des  remontrances 
avec  hardiesse  pour  peu  de  chose,  et  comme  sfirs  de  Temporter;  que  le  peuple,  dam 
les  halles,  commence  ^  parler  de  lois  fondamentales  et  d'intir^ts  nationaux,  ce  qui 
marque  une  fermentation  dangereuse  contre  I'autoriti."  M6moires  secrets  d*Augeard, 
p.  81 :  **  II  faut  bien  que  le  roi  soit  mattre  du  parlement,  mab  que  personne  ne  le  croie; 
sans  cela  tout  serait  perdu." 

'The  early  disagreement  as  to  what  were  the  undoubted  lois  fondamentales  has 
been  well  discussed  by  a  modem  writer,  Georges  Weill,  Les  theories  sur  le  pouvoir 
royal  en  France,  pendant  les  guerres  de  religion  (Paris,  1891).  Weill  writes  (p.  278) : 
**Aucun  de  ces  ih6oriciens  [of  the  i6th  century]  .  .  .  ne  manque  dMnsister  sur 
les  lois  fondamentales  du  royaume  ...  II  est  difficile  d'en  dresser  la  liste  exacte; 
.  .  .  on  n*en  peut  citer  qu*une.  Pin  alienability  du  domaine,  sur  laquelle  tout  le  monde 
se  metie  d'accord  .  .  .  Tun  y  voit  un  avantage  pour  le  royaume,  Tautre  pour  le  roi." 
The  uncertainty  as  to  the  precise  content  of  the  lois  fondamentales  continued  through- 
out the  old  rdgime,  though  public  opinion  tended  increasingly  to  enlarge  their  scope 
and  application. 
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tude  of  power  which  progressively  dwindled  with  each  succeed- 
ing phrase*  Of  course,  it  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  the  avowed 
supporters  of  absolutism  eagerly  availed  themselves  of  the  catch* 
word  "  fundamental  law  '*  to  clinch  the  argument  for  prerogative. 

The  Salic  law,  the  tnalienabihty  of  the  territorial  domain  and 
the  obligation  to  defend  it — ^these  were  the  foundation  stones  of 
the  venerable  edifice  of  monarchy,* 

The  statement  of  the  rights  of  the  crown  is  usually  accom- 
panied by  a  statement  of  the  limitations  upon  royal  power,  with 
especial  insistence  upon  the  supremacy  of  law  and  the  subordi- 
nation of  force,* 


'  *'  L'immuuNiitf  do  eoiiv«mrn^eiil  tnoriirif  hiqut;   I'ordfc  (!«  1«  sii 

|f>iflc  pkincniCTil,  iiiitqucnwnt  el  ewenikUcnficnl  dins  ta  pcrsnnric  du  rnl;  l*mtli^ 
itabUbi^  dc  tti\t  m\\\m\U  km  pi  law,  Miiv^ni  la  lunuule  du  w^h^iictii  de  nos  anciens  vvmJ* 
La  (lie  \t\\t  tourne  (tjSSt,  pp.  it,  t|^ 

**tjk  lt>i  d?  U  MtcceiiJkiijn  h  \k  cokinmitc  atix  mil^;  1a  sntiverminet^  du  roi.'^  La 
rrai»  pHndtick  dc  la  monarchir  ftAt>^ai>^,  par  TAmf  d«^  Dnit  (1787),  p.  3. 

*'  Lc  drnlt  dc  la  mitlAtin  rtgnftnic  au  tt^i^r,  de  in  Ale  en  a:  Ale,  par  orHre  dc  |iiiido^ 
l^tiut«,  A  IVkcIuiiIod  d^i  AUn  «|  d«  leufi  de»cet>dAnu/'  Fl«nimcnnonir  Bl,  745; 
M*y  3,  1788. 

"  V.n  France  la  ptemlfTT  loi  fr^tirlflti^cnralcr  rs!  que  towt  wiit  soutnk  Jk  un  mnnaique 
qtii  est  la  source  de  tout  pouvoir  politique  et  civil,  et  le  fait  exercer  par  des  puis!ian€es 
intemi^diaires  sid^ordonne^es  et  d<^pendantes.**  Observations  sur  rimprime  intitule: 
'*  Rrponse  an  citoyen  (jiii  a  puMie  ses  reflexions'*  (1770),  p.  49. 

•*N'esl-ce  pas  luie  loi  fondameniale  de  I'felat  que  chaqiie  prince  est  oMige  dc 
transniettie  sa  coiironne  i  son  siicctssenr  avec  loutes  les  pr<^rogalives  dent  il  a  joui  lui- 
in^nie?"      I.ctlres  sur  les  remonlrances  du  j^arlement  (1753)1  p-  149. 

'  •*  La  France  est  une  nuinarchie  gouvernee  par  le  roi,  suivant  les  lois.'*  Flammer- 
niont,  iii,  745;  May  3,  17S8. 

The  power  of  the  monarch  is  linuted  by  ••  la  loi  natnrelle,  par  la  loi  divine,  par  les 
lois  constitntives  fondamcntalcs  tie  l'£ta!,  el  c'esl  en  cela  que  diff^re  esseniiellement 
le  nionarcjue  du  despnie."  Richard  (a  Dominican),  Leltrcs  flamandes  ti  un  ami 
frangais  sur  les  diffcrens  du  nionarque  de  France  avec  ses  parlemens  (Lille,  1788), 
p.  5. 

**Toute  puissance  creee  ne  pent  rien  ordonner  de  contraire  i  la  loi  de  Dieu,  ou  au 
droit  naturel  ...  Si  le  prince  violail  les  loix  fondamentales,  les  conditions  sous  Ics- 
quelles  il  a  re(;u  la  couronne,  il  n'y  aurait  aucune  obligation  de  lui  obeir."  Maximes 
du  droit  public  frangais  (2nd  ed.,  Amsterdam,  1 775),  vi,  113. 

**Ce  n'est  pas  la  force,  c'est  la  loi  constitutive  el  fondameniale  qui  est  la  mesure 
commune  des  droits  et  des  devoirs  muluels  et  reciproques  du  souverain  et  de  la  na- 
tion." Remonlrances  du  rarlenienl  de  BesanQon:  March  II,  1771;  Kecueil,  vol.  ii, 
pp.  406,  407.     Bib.  Nat.  LI).  38,  1256. 

In  protesting  against  the  use  of  the  military  power  in  civil  affairs,  the  Parliament  of 
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In  order  to  make  good  the  protecting  surveillance  of  the  laws, 
it  was  necessary  to  establish  the  rights  of  parliament  beyond 
question,  by  giving  those  rights  an  important  place  in  the  con- 
stitution. It  may  well  be  imagined  that  parliament  was  not  slow 
to  develop  a  theory  of  its  own  prerogatives  and  to  erect  those 
prerogatives  into  fundamental  laws.' 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  considering  the  volonte  legale 
and  distinguishing  between  lawful  volition  and  volition  made 
lawful,  it  was  shown  that  the  monarch's  lawful  volition  was  his 
sphere  of  freedom  limited  by  certain  fundamental  laws.  Aside 
from  that  absolute  freedom,  it  was  not  disputed  that  he  had  a 
degree  of  tentative  liberty  in  legislation,  for  he  had  the  un- 
doubted right  to  frame  and  propose  edicts  and  ordinances.  It 
was  necessary,  however,  at  least  according  to  the  theory  of 
parliament,  that  the  will  thus  expressed  be  verified  in  a  cour 
souveraine,  according  to  the  norms  of  the  constitution,  before  it 
could  become  valid  as  law.  As  we  have  seen,  the  king  was  sup- 
posed thus  to  guard  himself  against  **  surprise." 

In  order  to  preserve  the  constitution  inviolate,  the  parliament 
asserted  that  it  could  freely  deliberate,  follow  deliberation  by 
remonstrance,  and  finally  even  refuse  to  register  at  the  king's 
command,  in  spite  of  ///  de  justice  and  lettres  de  cachet.     At  the 

Paris  utters  a  direct  menace  to  royalty,  sajnng  that,  if  the  king  disregards  the  laws, 
*'  il  ne  subslsterait  pour  fondement  &  son  trdne  que  la  force,  qui  peui  £tre  detruite  par 
la  force."     Flammermont,  ii,  435;  January  18,  1764. 

'  Parliament  quotes  Francis  I  as  saying:  '*  Les  lois  fondamentales  de  son  royaume 
^taient  de  ne  rien  entreprendrc  sans  le  consentement  de  ses  cours  souveraines,  entre 
les  mains  desquelles  r^sidait  toute  son  autorili."  Flammermont,  ii,  69;  November 
^7*  1755*  **  ^  ^''^i'  constitutif  et  national,  votre  parlement,  qui  e^t  la  cour  de 
France,  a  de  tout  temps  M.  la  premiere  cour  du  royaume."  F'lammemiont,  iii,  257; 
January  8.  1775. 

In  order  to  insure  its  permanence,  the  parliament  insisted  that  its  members  were 
not  removable.  Ibid,  iii,  746;  May  3,  1788. — ^They  claimed  to  be  untrammeled  in 
the  expression  of  their  opinions:  **  La  liberie  dcs  opinions  est  un  de  ces  privileges 
inh^rens  &  I'institution  des  parlemens;  elle  est  une  des  principales  sources  d'oA  sortent 
la  v^rit^et  la  justice."  Remontrances  du  Parlement  de  Dijon;  March  15,  1759;  Re- 
cueil  de  pieces  sur  Thistoire  du  Parlement  de  Besan^on,  vol.  ii.  p.  586. 

There  was,  moreover,  a  limit  to  their  obedience.  "  Le  chef-d'oeuvre  de  toutes  cei 
ordonnances.  Sire,  est  sans  doute  d 'avoir  pos^  des  homes  b,  Pob^ssance  des  magis- 
trats."  Remontrances  du  Parlement  de  Normandie;  May  28,  1789.  Bib.  Nat.  Lf. 
25»  135,  P-  21. 
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■  '  ceremony  of  the  lit  de  justice^  it  claimed  the  right  to  have 

I  \  votes  of  its  members  counted,  and  declared  that  a  majority  v 

in  the  negative  would  operate  to  veto  the  law  proposed.'  T 
was  a  clear  violation  of  all  the  traditions  of  French  monarc 
but  the  parliament  was  often  able  to  effectuate  its  will  by  ; 
pealing  to  public  opinion  and  preventing  the  execution  of  a  I 
registered  by  the  king's  sole  will.  Moreau  is  one  of  the  num 
ous  authorities  for  the  statement  that  a  statute  registered 
force  tended  to  become  a  dead  letter."  How  formidable  Pari 
ment's  resistance  might  be,  we  can  judge  by  the  anxious 
monstrance  of  a  friend  of  royalty  in  1787. 

Fkrliament  interprets  the  law,  extends  or  restricts  it  at  pleasure,  ke 

' "  II  est  incontestable  qu'en  France  le  droit  l^gislatif  reside  dans  la  conra 
seule,  et  qu'il  ne  s'^tend  pas  moins  sur  les  magistrats  que  sur  les  peuples." 
**  Mais  il  est  constant  aussi  qu*en  France  .  .  .  toute  volont^  du  monarque  n'est 
une  volont^  legale;  et  que  la  formation  des  loix  est  essentiellement  assujettie  i 
taines  formes  publiques,  i  certaines  deliberations  solemnelles."  Observations  sc 
d^Iaration  du  lo  d^c.  1756  au  sujet  de  I'enregistrement  des  loix  et  de  la  disdp 
essentielle  du  parlemei)t,  p.  3.     Bil>.  Nat.  Lb.  38,  714. 

"  Le  parlement  est  en  effet  I'organe  des  volnnt^s  l^ales  des  rots,  et  leur  sage 
autant  que  leur  bont^,  I'a  ^tabli,  de  toute  anciennet^,  leur  conseil  public  et  leg; 
Justification  du  parlement,  ou  Ol^servaiions  sur  le  db^ours  de  M.  le  Cbanceliei 
lit  de  justice  du  7  dec.  1770,  p.  35.     Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  38,  1060. 

'*  L'ancienne  forme  du  gouvemement  fran^ais  ne  permet  pas  qu'aucune  volonti 
prince  ait  d'ex^cution  publique  et  forc«*  de  loi  dans  le  royaume  qu'elle  ne  soil  pr6c< 
d'une  deliberation  du  parlement."     Flammermont,  i,  576;  April  9,  1753. 

**  Maxime  fondamentale,  qu'il  est  d*une  indispensable  n^essit^  que  toutes  les 
re^oivent  dans  votre  parlement  leur  demiire  fonne  par  Tenregistrement  qui  ec 
ordonn^.**     Flammermont,  ii,  31;  November  27,  1755. 

**  C'est  une  maxime  inviolable  en  France,  que  nulle  loi,  nulle  institution  poblk 
ne  peut  £tre  ^tablie  dans  le  royaume  que  par  la  sanction  du  prince  et  le  coDsenten 
du  peuple."     kixhxi  du  bailliage  .    .      de  Chaumont,  March  16,  1771. 

«  C'est  une  loy  fondamentale  en  France,  que  rien  ne  peut  £tre  impost  sur  les 
jets  du  roy,  et  qu'on  ne  peut  faire  aucun  officier  nouveau,  que  par  le  consentemen 
parlement,  qui  repr^sente  I'aveu  g^n^ral  de  tout  le  peuple."  De  la  nature  ou  q 
it^  du  Parlement  de  Paris,  in  Memoires  sur  le  Parlement  de  Paris.  Bib.  Nat.  M 
nouv.  acq.  fr.  7981. 

*'  La  nation  s'alarme,  parce  qu'elle  se  voit  enlever  ce  droit  incontestable,  perp^t 
qu'elle  a  toujours  eu  d'examiner  la  loi,  d'y  donner  son  consentement,  si  elle  1 
prouve;  de  la  rejetter.  si  elle  lui  paratt  dangereuse;  ou  de  la  modifier  si  elle  y  trc 
des  inconv^niens."  La  nouvelle  conference  entre  un  ministre  d'6tat  et  un  conse 
au  parlement  (1788),  p.  25.     Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  559. 

'Exposition  et  defense  de  notre  constitution  monarchique  fran^aise,  ii,  139. 
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it  sflent  or  makes  it  speak,  withhokls  or  gives  consent,  nullifies  govern- 
mental power  or  sets  it  in  motion — is  not  this  reigning  like  a  despot? 
Thus  it  modifies  the  expressions  of  the  royal  will,  imposes  conditions 
before  afiixing  the  seal  of  its  consent,  demands  from  the  king  an  account 
of  his  expenditures,  marks  out  for  him  the  path  which  he  must  follow  if 
he  wishes  his  edicts  enforced.' 

Especially  under  weak  monarchs  and  during  minorities,  these 
courts  of  law  wrought  havoc  with  the  kingship.' 

From  the  point  of  view  of  political  science,  a  valid  excuse 
for  the  parliament's  encroachments  upon  royal  authority  may 
be  found  in  the  use  which  it  made  of  the  power  thus  gained,  in 
guaranteeing  the  liberties  and  immunities  of  Frenchmen.  Its 
protestations  of  disinterestedness  we  may  disregard  altogether, 
but  we  must  not  neglect  the  substantial  benefits  which  accrued 

^ "  Le  parlement  interprite  la  loi,  l*^tend  on  la  resserre  i  son  gr^,  la  fait  taire  oa 
la  fait  parler,  refuse  ou  consent,  rend  le  pouvoir  nul  ou  actif,  n*est-ce  pas  li  r^gner 
despotiquement?  Aussi  modifie-t-U  les  vnlonl^s  royales,  met-il  des  conditions  au 
sceau  de  son  consentement ,  demande-til  compte  au  roi  de  ses  d^penses,  lui  pr^nte* 
t-il  la  route  qu'il  doit  suivre  s'il  veut  que  ses  ^dits  soient  exicut^."  Lettres  surprises 
i  M.  de  Calonne  (1787),  p.  11.     Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  363. 

'  "  Un  des  plus  ^claii^s  et  des  plus  zh\t&  parlementaires,  &  qui  je  demandais  de  me 
marquer  prdcis^ment  les  lx)rnes  qui  siparent  I'usurpation  d'avec  le  droit  des  parle- 
ments:  *Les  principes,'  r^pondit-il,  *en  cette  malidre  sont  fort  obscurs;  mais,  dans 
le  fait^  le  parlement  est  fort  sous  un  roi  faible^  et  faible  sous  un  roi  fort.*  "  M<- 
moires  de  Duclos,  M^moires  relatifs  &  I'histoire  de  France,  vol.  xxxiv,  p.  551. 

The  power  which  parliament  assumed  during  periods  of  minority  is  well  indicated 
in  a  pamphlet  published  in  the  midst  of  the  troubles  of  the  Fronde.  The  author 
asserts  that  there  are  two  important  lots  fondamentales :  (i)  '* que  nous  ne  recon- 
caissons  en  France  qu*une  seule  autorit^;  (2)  que  nos  rois  I'ayant  communique  & 
leurs  parlemens  pour  le  bien  de  leurs  subjets  et  particuliirement  pour  la  conduite  et 
I'administration  des  affaires  du  royaume,  il  n*y  a  que  les  eompagnies  souveraines  qui 
la  puissent  exercer  Ugitimement  pendant  la  minoriU.**  Importantes  v^ritez  pour  les 
parlemens,  protecteurs  de  TEstat,  conservateurs  des  loix,  et  pires  du  peuple;  tir^ 
des  anciennes  ordonnances  et  des  loix  fondamentales  du  royaume  (Dedi^  au  Roy. 
Pat  I.  A.  D.    Paris,  1649),  p.  7.     Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  37,  880. 

Another  Fronde  publication,  the  famous  Histoire  du  temps,  opens  with  this  para- 
graph: «La  France  opprim^e  par  la  violence  du  ministdre  rendait  les  demiers 
soupirs,  lors  que  les  compagnies  souveraines,  anim^es  par  le  seul  interest  public, 
firent  un  dernier  effort  pour  reprendre  I'authorit^  legitime,  que  la  mesme  violence 
leur  avait  fait  perdre  depuis  quelques  ann^s,  parce  qu*elle  avait  toujours  est^  le  plus 
fort  rempart  dt  la  libertk  publique,  et  eomme  le  sanctuaire  dans  lequel  s'estaient 
Umsiours  eonservies  les  loix  fondamentales  de  PEstat,**  L*Histoire  du  temps,  ou  le 
veritable  r^it  de  ce  qui  s*est  pass^  dans  le  parlement  depuis  le  mois  d'Aoust  1(47 
jusques  au  mois  de  Novembre  1648.    Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  37,  i. 
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to  the  public  as  an  incidental  result  af  parliament's  coosistcst 
selfishness. 

Of  all  immunities*  the  right  t<)  the  peaceable  possession  oi 
acquired  property  was  the  one  most  persistently  upheld  by  the 
€^ur  Sf^uv^ratHf.  Primarily,  the  magistrates  asserted  their  owa 
perpctyal  right  to  their  offices,  which  they  had  paid  for  rotiCMily 
and  considered  as  an  inviolable  possession.  Often,  however, 
their  opposition  was  enlisted  against  taxes  and  imposts,  on  the 
ground  that  the  citizens  could  not  be  despoiled  of  their  propcitp 
without  their  consent/  Occasionally,  as  in  the  bitter  struggle 
to  defeat  Turgot's  attempts  at  the  equalization  of  taxes,  ihc 
parliament  stood  out  with  unreasonable  obsbnacy  as  the  cham- 
pion of  the  privileges  and  exemptions  of  nobiIit>'  and  clergy'.' 

Unworthy  as  were  the  original  motives  of  parliaments  its  rest- 
less ambition  led  to  an  enunciation  of  general  principles,  to 
which  it  became  natural  to  give  a  wider  application  than  had  at 
first  been  intended.  In  its  very  hide-bound  conservatism  and 
with  a  view  to  maintaining  itself  intact,  this  body  protested  ^*e- 

*  **  Kyt  ekoy«n  ne  peiu  £tre  f!6pmitJt£  de  sa  pmpri^^  <|iie  par  Fcffet  i)*iio  Kie 
^tnniiinr  ni»  d*iiiie  coixUmnalrnn  legale;  c*CJ»t  le  Lexie  des  lui^  ct  Ic  vtfti  cocinmik 

VMtnc  ccMii.*^  FlammcimtJiit,  iii,  389J  April  ^5,  1777. — *' Que  1«  prerai^re  ^ 
touttfs  les  loix,  celle  qui  existe  avant  les  empires  et  les  mis,  celle  que  la  nature  t 

donne  et  que  la  nature  seiile  pourrait  ravir,  est  la  loi  de  la  propn6i6.**  Arr^l*  dc  It 
Coiir  dcs  Aides,  August  18,  17S7.  Hil).  Nat.  Lb.  39,  401. — '*  Toule  loi  qui  garantit 
la  pro|iri<ii6  e«it  loi  ft)ndamentale;  tout  ce  qui  y  porle  atteinte  attaque  la  constitution 
de  voire  fit  at."  Lett  re  du  rarlemenl  de  Norniandie  au  Roi,  February  26,  1 771 ;  Kecucil, 
vol  ii,  p.  214.  liil).  Nat  Ll^.  38,  1256. — *•  La  justice,  Sire,  est  le  premier  devoir  des 
rois  La   premiere   r^gle  de  la  justice  est  de  conser\'er  ii  chacun  ce  qui  lui  ap- 

parlient,  rdgle  fondamenlale  du  droit  naturel,  du  droit  des  gens  et  du  gouvcmemcnt 
civil."  Moreover,  the  inequality  and  the  exemptions  of  the  otJres  arc  of  divine 
origin.      Hamniermont,  iii,  278  and  279;    March  24,  1 776. 

*Turgf»t's  reform  is  one  whirh  **  lend  6videmment  ^  I'andantissement  des  fran- 
chises primitives  des  nobles,  des  eccl^siastiques,  \  la  confusion  des  ^lals  cl  ^  rintcr- 
version  des  juincipes  consiitutifs  de  la  monarchic.'*  Ibid.  p.  292. — **Les  Fran^ais 
ne  peuvent  5tre  assujettis  i  aucun  impdt  sans  leur  consentemenl.*'  Kemont ranee  du 
Parlentcnt  de  Bretagne,  1 787;  liachaumont,  M^moircs  secrets  pour  servir  ^  I'hisloire 
de  la  r^pui)li(]ue  des  lettres  en  France,  depuis  1762  jusqu'4  nos  jours  (London,  1789), 
vol.  xxxvi.  p  321. — *' Le  principc  consiitulionncl  dc  la  monarchic  fran^aisc  est  que 
les  impositions  soient  conseniies  par  ceux  qui  doivenl  les  supporter."  Flammermont, 
iii,  682;    August  6,  1787. 

Later  the  parliament  said  that  taxes  must  be  granted  by  the  Estates  General  as- 
sembled as  they  were  in  1614.      Cf.  Hammcrmont,  iii,  746;   December,  1788. 
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hemently  that  its  members  could  be  judged  only  by  their  asso- 
ciates. By  an  easy  extension,  that  principle  led  to  the  general 
right  of  citizens  to  trial  by  peers,  to  habeas  corpus  and  to  freedom 
from  lettres  de  cachet,^  We  cannot  here  enumerate  all  the  liber- 
ties and  exemptions  which  pamphleteers  and  parliaments  from 
time  to  time  elevated  to  the  dignity  of  constitutional  guarantees, 
but  they  were  manifold,  and  they  created  a  taste  for  constitu- 
tionalism which  the  Revolution  was  called  upon  to  satisfy.' 

*  "  Par  la  constitution  de  I'fetat,  par  une  loi  aussi  ancienne  que  la  monarchie  elle- 
m^me,  les  officiers  de  votre  parlement,  qui  se  rendraient  coupables,  n'onl  et  ne  peuvent 
avoir  d'autres  juges  que  votre  parlement  ni6nie.**  Kemontrances  du  Parlement  de 
Bordeaux;  July  21,  1756;  p.  51.  Bib.  Nat.  Lf.  25,  107. — *•  Une  maxime  primitive, 
et  qui  subsiste  encore  dans  noire  gouvemement,  fonda  dans  les  premiers  ftges  de  la 
monarchie  le  droit  de  pairie  en  faveur  de  tous  les  citoyens  .  .  .  Le  su^^irieur  ne  peut 
£tre  jugi  par  son  infirieur.  Cest  le  principe  annonc^  dans  les  capitulaires  de  nos 
rois,  pui<^^  dans  la  nature  m£me,  et  dont  Pautorili  sulisistera  toujours."  Flammer- 
mont,  ii,  59;  November  27,  1755. — **  Le  droit  de  chaque  citoyen  de  n*€ire  jamais 
traduit  en  aucune  matidre  devant  d'autres  juges  que  ses  juges  nalurels,  qui  sont  ceux 
que  la  loi  lui  d^iigne."  Ibid,  iii,  746. — '*  C  est  une  maxime  de  notre  munarchie,  que 
Dul  citoyen  ne  peut  £tre  constitui  prisonnier  sans  un  dicret  du  juge."  Ibid,  iii,  716; 
March  11-13,  1788.  —  **  Le  droit,  sans  lequel  tous  les  autres  sont  inutiles,  celui  de 
D'etre  arr^ti,  par  quelque  ordre  que  ce  soil,  que  pour  £tre  remis  sans  dilai  entre  les 
mains  des  juges  compitents."  Ibid,  iii,  746.— It  is  a  ** maxime"  or  **]oi  fonda- 
mentale"  .  .  **que  les  lettres  de  cachet  ou  les  ordres  verbaux  n'ont  aucun  empire 
sur  le  fait  de  la  justice,  et  que  les  juges  sont  non-seulcment  autori>4s  &  n*y  av<ur  point 
d*^gard,  mais  qu'il  leur  est  formellement  enjoint  de  n*y  point  ol.iir."  Maximes  du 
droit  public  fran^ais  (2nd  ed.,  Amsterdam,  1775),  ii,  83.     Bib.  Nat.  Le.  4,  53B. 

'The  first  loi  fondamentaU  is  *'le  salut  du  peuple,  qui  forme  la  loi  supreme." — 
Maximes  du  droit  public  fran^ais,  vi,  113. 

A  sweeping  loi  fondamentaU  is  **  La  liberty  politique  de  tout  Frar^ais  naissant 
Kbre."  Les  vrais  principes  de  la  monarchie  fran^aise,  par  PAmi  des  Loix  (1787), 
p.  3.  Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  398.— ••  La  liberty  n'est  point  un  privilege,  c'esl  un  droit, 
€t  respecter  ce  droit  est  le  devoir  de  tous  les  gouvemements.**  Flammermont,  iii, 
720;  March  11-13,  1788. 

**  11  est  indubitable  que  la  nation  a  le  droit  de  se  convoquer  elle-m£me  .  .  .  selon 
les  besoins  de  P£tnl."  This  remarkable  statement  is  found  in  a  pamphlet  already 
quoted,  written  in  1 771:  Inauguration  de  Pharamond;  ou  Exposition  des  loix  fonda- 
mentales  de  la  monarchie  fran^aise. 

'*  Une  premiere  maxime  incontestable  .  .  .  c'est  que  nul  homme  ne  peut  exiger 
de  son  semblable  une  ob^issance  aveugle  en  toute  occasion.  L'homme,  en  quality 
d'etre  doui  de  raison,  ne  )H:ut,  sans  d^roger  &  sa  nature,  renoncer  &  Pexercice  de  sa 
raison  .  .  Une  seconde  maxime  parallile  &  la  premiere,  c'est  que  nul  homme  ne 
peut  promettre  une  obiissance  aveugle."  These  are  extracts  from  the  Lettre  i  M.  le 
Comte  de  .  .  ,  ancien  capitaine  au  regiment  D  .  .  sur  Pobiissance  que  les  mili- 
taires  doivent  aux  commandements  du  prince,  a  pamphlet  contained  in  vol.  iii  of  Les 
efforts  de  la  liberty,  already  cited. 
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In  ettifiiatiiig  the  forces  at  work  in  the  old  regime  whicli  pr^ 
pared  men's  minds  to  appreciate  the  need  for  a  written  constito- 
tion,  it  13  not  suRicIent  to  expatiate  on  the  Itmitattons  advened 
as  Ims  fandamtntalfs.  Those  laws,  %vhatever  sac  redness  aad  pff- 
mancnce  their  advocates  ascribed  to  them,  were  but  sorry  IDak^ 
shifts  after  all  and  could  afford  no  lasting  satisfaction  to  ides 
who  sMiw  things  clear  and  whole*  Their  flimsy  fabric  could  ofie: 
no  adequate  barrier  to  despotism « though  a  momentary  triuiBpit 
might  create  the  opposite  impression.  The  men  who  rcaltid 
this  insuflficiency,  who  levelled  the  shafts  of  their  ridicule  agaiiL^ 
the  fragile  ramparts  of  the  i&is  fondameniaies  and  who  demol^ 
ished  the  pretensions  of  the  courts  of  justice — these  men  dcscr^x 
some  credit  for  hastening  the  dawn  of  the  constitutional  em 
Their  service  was  not  one  of  construction,  but  they  did  good 
work  in  creating  dissatisfaction  with  things  as  they  were,' 

Not  only  did  the  France  of  1789  lack  fundamental  lawswhtcli 
could  claim  to  be  permanent  and  effective  delimitations  of 
{K>wer,  but  she  lacked  altogedier  a  body  of  law  having  general, 
uniform  application  to  all  parts  of  the  realm  alike.  Nay,  worst 
than  that,  the  provinces  and  especially  the/tfj'x  d'eiat  aspired 
to  such  complete  local  autonomy  that  unity  in  the  govxmrocot 
of  France  seemed  hopelessly  impossible.     Relying  upon  con- 

'  There  is  no  more  delectable  morsel  than  the  rich  satire  of  Voltaire  upon  the  Isii 
fondiimentaUi.  Cf.  Tr^s-humblcs  et  tris-respectiieuscs  rcmontrances  do  grcnieri 
scl,  1770,  contained  in  Oeiivres  (6d.  Beuchot,  Paris,  1879),  vol.  28,  pp.  403  et  uq. 
—  Lingiiet  (Annales,  viii,  75)  remarked  in  1 780:  **  Je  ne  sais  si  dans  le  droit  il  peul 
y  avoir  une  hi  fondamentaUy  commc  un  beau  parfait  el  purement  intellectuel.  Mais 
jc  vois  que  dans  le  fait  ni  I'une  ni  I'autre  n'existc." — There  were  many  obsoire 
pamphleteers  who,  about  the  time  of  the  overthrow  of  the  parliaments,  gave  rent  to 
iheir  disgust  at  the  latters'  pretensions.  **  Ainsi  done,  la  barrUre  des  parlemenUy  dk- 
f endue  par  la  maqie  de  ces  mots  *  loix  fondant entales^*  quoiqu*iI  n*exist&t  rien  dc  tcl 
dans  la  t^te  des  parlenients,  comme  dans  celle  des  ministrcs  el  de  quiconque  sail  ct 
qu'il  dit  quand  il  prononce  le  mot  *al)solu,'  ftait  une  barring  aussi  pricieuse  en 
France,  contre  les  fautaisies  journali^res  des  ministres^  que  les  visions  tig  T Alcoran  le 
sont  en  Turquie,  pour  arrUer  le  despote  dont  la  volonti-loi  aurait  (nentdt  tout  boult- 
versiy  Simplicity  de  1'  id6e  d'une  constitution  et  dequelques  autres  qui  s'y  rapportent, 
pp.  45,  46.      Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  10961. 

After  the  Estates  General  had  been  converted  into  the  National  Assembly,  the  par- 
liaments became  targets  for  the  scornful  flings  of  the  radicals:  ••  N'esp^rer  plus  faire 
illusion  par  les  termes  imposans  de  constitution^  de  loix  jondamentaUs^  de  droits 
sacrh  et  inviolables,  de  maximes  d^Atat,  etc.^'  L* Aristocratic  magistrale,  ou  I'EIspril 
des  parlemens  de  France  (1789),  p.  30.     Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  1759. 
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ditions,  real  or  pretended,  which  accompanied  their  union  to  the 
kingdom,  the  provinces  asserted  a  right  to  separate  adminis- 
trations and  separate  constitutions,  and  now  and  again  charac- 
terized themselves  as  separate  nations. ' 

^Almost  at  the  end  of  its  career,  in  May,  1788,  the  Parliament  of  Paris  asserted 
''le  droit  des  cours  de  verifier  dans  chaque  province  les  volont^  du  roi  et  de  n'en 
ordonner  I'enregistrement  qu'autant  qu'elles  sont  conformes  aux  lots  eonstUuHves  de 
Ja  province  ainsi  qu*aux  lots  fondamentales  de  r£tat"  Flammermont,  iii,  746. — 
At  the  same  time  the  Parliament  of  Brittany  protests  "  contre  toute  loi  nouvelle  qui 
pourrait  porter  atteinte  aux  lois  constitutives  du  royaume;  aux  droits  de  la  nation 
fran9aise,  en  general;  aux  droits,  franchises  et  liberies  de  la  province  de  Bretagne  en 
particulier. "  Protestation  et  arr^l^  du  Parlement  de  Bretagne,  May  5,  1788,  p.  3. 
Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  6392. — These  particularistic  ideas  were  very  generally  diffused 
**  Chaque  province  a  son  droit  particulier.  La  Bretagne  a  son  contrat  d'union  et  ses 
conditions;  le  Languedoc  a  ses  titres;  la  Normandie  a  sa  charte  authentique  et  son 
^chiquier :  la  Franche-dmti  a  sa  capitulation ;  chaque  province  a  sa  cour  souveraine, 
dont  Texistence,  les  droits,  rinamovibiliti  sont  aussi  essentiels  k  la  constitution  de  la 
province  qu'&  la  constitution  de  la  monarchic."  .  .  .  **Les  loix  g^niralesque  le 
prince  est  dans  I'impuissance  de  changer,  diclarent  Titat  des  magistrats  inamovibles: 
les  titres  de  chaque  province  lui  assurent  un  tribunal  certain  d^positaire  de  ses  usages 
et  de  ses  droits."  Reflexions  sur  ce  qui  s'est  pass6  &  Besan^on  les  5  tft  6  aofit  1771, 
pp.  II,  12.  Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  38,  1245  — '*On  peut  m£me  dire  qu*avant  sa  reunion  k 
la  France,  la  Franche-Comti  avait  k\^  entiirement  gouvem^  par  son  parlement." 
Edouard  Besson,  Le  Parlement  de  Franche-Comti  et  la  Revolution  fran^aise  (Besan- 
Con,  1890),  p.  4. 

Any  one  of  the  numerous  histories  of  French  administration  from  the  time  of 
Richelieu  to  the  Revolution  will  give  examples  of  the  efforts  of  the  local  parliaments 
at  maintaining  their  former  comprehensive  jurisdiction  over  their  respective  provinces. 
Their  conflicts  with  the  **  intendants"  were  a  constant  source  of  disquietude.  **  Le 
plus  diflBcile  pour  Tautorite  royale  sera  de  souroettre  les  parlements  provinciaux  qui 
sont  plus  r^sistants  et  plus  rivoltes  que  celui  de  Paris.  lis  sont  tous  complotis  pour 
•depouiller  les  intendants  de  leur  autoriti."  D'Argenson,  ix,  372;  December  25, 
1756. — *'  C'est  la  constitution  de  la  province  qui  Ta  garanlie  des  fliaux  de  la  taiUe  et 
de  la  gabelle,  fl^aux  qui  frappent  directement  la  dasse  la  plus  pauvre  ..." 
"  L'atteinte  que  Ton  voudrait  porter  k  une  constitution  qui  a  garanti  la  Bretagne  des 
maux  auxquels  sont  expos^es  les  provinces  voisines,  ne  peut  que  preparer  pour  tous 
un  avenir  fftcheux.'*  Arrftt^s  de  la  Cour  du  Parlement  de  Rennes,  et  du  Conseil 
<l'6tat  du  peuple  de  Rennes,  January  8,  1789,  p.  19.  Bib.  Nat.  Lb,  39,  6796. — 
*'  Deux  maximes  igalement  certaines.  Sire,  forment  la  partie  la  plus  essentielle  du 
droit  public  des  pays  d'itats;  ils  vous  doivent  des  subsides,  et  on  ne  doit  point  les 
^xiger  sans  leur  consentement. "  Remontrances  du  Parlement  de  Provence;  March 
28, 1760;  p.  18.  Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  38,  827—**  Qu'il  nous  soit  permis,  Sire,  en  veitu  des 
loix  fondamentales  de  cet  £tat,  de  considtrer  la  nation  provenfale  comme  une 
sociiti  que  vous  rigisset  siparhnent,"  Remontrances  du  Parlement  de  Provence;  14 
Janvier  1760;  p.  2.  Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  38,  819. — *'Cest  une  loi  fondamentale  de  cette 
province,  qu'au-del&  des  droits  domaniaux  et  r^aliens,  affect^s  au  souverain,  aucun 
subside  ne  puisse  £tre  levi  sur  les  peuples,  qu'il  n'ait  M  consenti  par  les  ^tats,  sous 
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It  would  be  mteresling  to  trace  the  wavering,  futile  efforts  d 
the  thirteen  parliaments  to  unite  in  the  formation  of  a  national 
legislative  bodyp  but  the  scope  of  this  paper  will  permit  nosud 
cxcurtus.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  union  of  the  parliamecis 
failed  of  success  because  of  the  rampant  particularism  of  tlw 
provinces.  That  particulansm  was  fatal  to  any  aU-embradng. 
symmetrical  constitution.  It  was  still  deeply  rooted  in  1789, 
and  tl  is  not  impossible  that  it  might  have  been  perpetuated  Id 
our  own  time,  had  it  not  been  for  the  tough  ItttJe  man  frois 
Corsica  who  gave  F* ranee  something  else  to  fight  about 

In  conclusion.  I  trust  that  it  has  become  evident  in  the  course 
of  thi^  pspci*  tbat,  while  the  France  of  the  old  regime  had  m> 
definite  constitution^  the  idea  of  a  constitution  had  germinatd 
and  attained  good  growth,  and  that  the  documents  of  the  rc\'ob- 
tionary  era  arc  reasonably  explicable  upon  the  basis  of  the  docu- 
ments which  had  appeared  before. 

J.  Homer  Reed. 
N«iw  voKK  Qrr*  M 

It  fonnc  de  don  (^riiuit  cl  iftytAfit«ire/*  Thai  t^ht  b  'Ma  p«ni^  ia  pitis  ewcfitklle^l 
dtnll  pttblk  de  ce  piys,  ptiisqu*il  wt  Tibi^e^  de  sa  constiltilion/*  ,  ,  -  *'  Le  dnl 
qu^a  cette  province  dc  ^'adminiUtrer  pne-m6me,  SLippfiSf"  non  ^tilnDent  la  fm^ 
d*^lit«  tea  adminiiirmtrurK,  mais  cneore  celle  de  repanii  dans  K>n  $em  Irs  unpositkm 

pour  Ics  denier^  rnymuit  et  ceox  flu  pays;  {^*cst  s«r  ces  deux  lia:^*  que  |H>rtc  loeE 
r^dificc  de  sa  CdfiHiiUUion."  Kcmoni ranees  du  Parle m tut  de  Proi-ence;  November 
5,  1756;  pp.  31,  32,  4K,  49.  Bib.  NttI,  Lb.  3S,  709. — **  Vos  Jeltres  palenres  pw- 
tauL  6lab]i«iHrmt;nr  d'assemMte^i  provmci^les  dans  toules  les  provinces  qui  n^ont  pal 
d*6lats  particuliers,  nous  onl  etc  preseniees;  mais,  Sire,  ces  assemblees  nc  sont  fwici 
(aites  pour  votre  compie  de  Bourgngne,  elles  sont  contraires  &  notre  constitution:  k 
voeu  niCme  de  la  loi  nous  en  exclul  formellement,  puisque  nous  avons  des  elats." 
Lctlre  du  Parlenient  de  Hesancon  au  Roi,  adresse  ^  M.  Ic  Garde  des  Sceaux,  le  30 
juillet  1787,  p.  3.  Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  382.—**  L'id^e  syst^matiqiie  d*^tablir  dans  vos 
nombreux  Etats  un  plan  uniforme  de  gouvernemenl  est  inconciliable  avec  les  diveR 
int6r*ts  locaux,  avec  la  varictc  des  droits  de  vos  provinces*'  .  .  .  •*Cette  uniformite, 
impraticable  dans  les  differentes  provinces  de  votre  royaume,  ne  peut,  sous  auccD 
rapport,  s'appliquer  i  un  pays  [Navarre]  qui  n'a  jamais  ^t^,  qui  n*est  pas  devenu  uoe 
province  de  France."  Remontrances  el  Arr^ies  du  Parlement  de  Navarre,  des  21  ct 
26  juin  1788,  p.  10.     Bib.  Nat.  Lb.  39,  601. 

**  Quelqu'un  faisait  ^  un  homme  de  genie  cetle  question:  *Oii  sont  done  les  loix 
fondamentales  du  royaume?'  II  lui  rcpondit :  *  Dans  la  coutume  de  Nortnandie ' — 
mot  d'un  grand  sens  et  d'une  profonde  sagesse.**  This  passage,  taken  from  Mira* 
beau's  Memoire  sur  les  etats  provinciaux  (which  is  to  be  found  in  part  iv  of  L*Aini 
des  Homnies,  ou  Traite  de  la  population),  shows  how  strong  was  the  provincial- 
sovereignty  doctrine  in  France  before  the  Revolution. 


A  GOLD  STANDARD  FOR  THE  STRAITS 
SETTLEMENTS.     IL ' 

IN  the  first  instalment  of  this  article  the  history  of  the  move- 
ment for  the  establishment  of  the  gold  standard  in  the 
Straits  Settlements  was  briefly  sketched,  and  the  plan 
finally  adopted  in  the  spring  of  1903  was  outlined.  This  plan, 
it  will  be  recalled,  provided  for  the  recoinage  of  the  British  and 
Mexican  dollars  then  circulating  in  the  Malay  peninsula  into 
new  Straits  Settlements  dollars '  of  the  same  weight  and  fineness 
as  the  British  dollar,  and  for  the  subsequent  raising  of  the  value 
of  these  new  dollars  to  an  unannounced  gold  par  by  means  of 
limiting  the  supply,  in  accordance  with  the  principle  by  which 
India  raised  the  gold  value  of  the  rupee. 

An  order  in  council  issued  by  his  majesty  the  king,  June  25, 
1903,3  authorized  the  governor  of  the  Straits  Settlements,  with 
the  consent  of  the  secretary  of  state,  to  determine  by  proclama- 
tion a  date  upon  which  the  new  dollar  should  become  the  stand- 
ard legal-tender  coin  of  the  colony,  and  upon  which  the  Mexican 
dollar  should  be  deprived  of  that  quality.  On  October  2,  1903, 
there  were  issued,  under  authority  of  **  the  coin  import  and  export 
ordinance,  1903,"  two  orders  in  council,*  the  one  prohibiting 

'  The  first  portion  of  this  article  appeared  in  the  Political  Science  Qitarterly, 
▼oL  xix,  pp.  636-649,  December,  1904,  and  was  subsequently  reprinted  in  the  report 
on  The  Gold  Standard  in  International  Trade,  submitted  by  the  commission  on  inter- 
national exchange  to  the  secretary  of  war,  October  22,  1904;  pp.  45i-46a  Since 
that  time  the  writer  has  made  a  special  trip  to  the  Straits  Settlements  for  the  purpose 
of  studying  the  progress  of  the  currency  reform  there,  and  the  present  discussion  is 
based  largely  upon  information  collected  during  a  two  weeks'  study  of  the  situation 
on  the  ground. 

'The  Straits  Settlements  subsidiary  silver  coins  were  distinctive  coins  coined  at  the 
royal  mint  especially  for  the  Straits  Settlements.  They  were  accordingly  retained  as 
part  of  the  new  system,  as  likewise  were  the  copper  coins. 

*This  order  will  be  found  printed  at  pp.  291,  292  in  the  report  on  the  Stability  of 
International  Exchange,  submitted  by  the  commission  on  international  exchange  to 
the  secretary  of  war,  October  i,  1903.  Cf.  also  article  on  "Money,  Weights  and 
Measures"  in  the  Singapore  and  Straits  Settlements  Directory,  1899,  appendix,  pp. 
19-21. 

*  Cf»  Report  on  the  Stability  of  International  Exchange,  p.  294. 

663 


^  i^UTiCAL  SCiENCM  QUAMTMXl^y  [Va-IB 

tbc  impartatiaii  of  Bntt&h  and  Mexican  dollars  into  the  coloof  ^ 
froiei  the  tUnl  day  of  October,  1905,'  the  other  prohibiting  tk 
ejcporta^on  from  the  coloDy  of  the  new  Straits  Settlem^kls  ^ 
lam  f ram  the  same  date,*  As  a  r^ult  of  the  moQetaiy  bob- 
tioii  of  the  Straits  Scillcments  arising  from  these  orders,  mxst* 
chants  cxpesienced  (or  some  time  considerable  difficulty  in  set- 
tling tr^de  balances  irith  other  countries.^ 

By  the  old  of  the  summer  of  1904  the  balk  of  the  old  oir- 
rency  had  been  withdrawn  f rom  cireulation,  and  on  Augo^li 
the  governor  issued  an  order  removing  the  IcgaJ-tender  qwalitj 
from  British  and  Mexican  dollars  and  providing  that  they  should 
thencefomraid  not  be  receivable  in  payment  of  govemmait 
dnea.  On  that  date  the  old  dollars  ceased  to  be  cxchangcatsk 
for  the  new  at  government  offices.  *•  Thus/'  said  the  chaimuA 
of  the  Singapore  chamt»cr  of  commerce,  in  his  address  befofc 
that  body  on  September  22,  I904t 


fuDf  ^ 
as  bJ 


the  second   importint  step  has  been  snMwthfy  and   successfuDv  \ 
fee  ted  r  and  thoe  is  caiise  fof  congraeulitsoti  that  the  ground  has 
cleared  for  Hw  laeceeding  stages  cf  the  emreDcy  scheme.     The  < 
gaidance  of  the  scheme  so  far  by  the  go^^mment,  notwithstanding  in 

'  The  Federated  Malay  States  and  Johore  were  excluded  from  the  appGcatioB  of 

these  orders.     Report  on  the  Stability  of  International  Exchanjje,  p.  294. 

*  At  a  later  date,  uhen  a  considerable  part  of  the  old  currency  was  being  tied  op 
m  the  prr>cevs  of  recoinage,  and  there  was  in  consequence  a  scarcity  of  curreoqrto 
meet  trade  demands,  the  government  authorized  the  banks  to  import  certain  anioucts 
of  British  and  Mexican  dollars  for  leni|X)rar)'  use,  on  condition  that  they  should  be 
reexported  as  soon  as  the  scarcity  of  money  arising  from  the  recoinage  should  be  orer. 
In  Scptenil>er,  1904,  the  governor  in  council,  in  response  to  an  urgent  petition  of  the 
.Singapore  chanil)cr  of  commerce,  issued  an  order  exempting,  until  the  Chinese  Nc« 
Year,  British  North  Borneo,  Labuan  and  Sarawak  from  the  operation  of  the  order 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  and  Mexican  dollars  into  the  Straits  SettlemcDls 

*This  latter  order  has  l>een  to  a  considerable  extent  evaded.  It  is  said  that  several 
hundred  thousand  of  the  new  dollars  are  continually  passing  back  and  forth  betwe^ 
the  Straits  Settlements  and  China,  The  order  was  suspended  for  a  time,  but  was 
again  put  into  operation  on  February  13,  1 906.  At  one  time  about  two  million  of 
the  new  dollars  were  exported  to  Hong  Kong,  where  they  brought  a  premium  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  per  cent;  and  at  another  time,  when  it  was  feared  that  an  ex- 
cessive number  of  the  new  dollars  had  been  coined,  the  governor  permitted  the 
exportation  of  some  50O,cxx)  dollars  to  Hong  Kong  on  condition  that  they  be  chopped 
so  that  they  could  not  be  relumed. 

*  Cf.  Report  of  the  Singapore  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  year  1904,  pp.  5, 
101-105. 
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characteristic  difficulties,  must  meet  with  cordial  appreciation  on  the 
part  of  the  mercantile  community.  ^ 

The  work  of  withdrawing  the  old  coins  and  of  recoining  them 
was  greatly  facilitated  by  the  fact  that  the  government  possessed 
in  its  currency  note  reserve  a  large  supply  of  the  old  dollars, 
which  it  was  able  to  commence  shipping  immediately  to  the 
Bombay  mint  for  recoinage,  and  by  the  fact  that  it  was  able  to 
use  this  reserve  as  a  sort  of  continuing  fund  during  the  entire 
process  of  the  recoinage.'  Other  circumstances  of  importance 
which  assisted  the  government  in  expediting  the  recoinage  were 
the  facts  that  the  recoinage  was  effected  at  the  comparatively 
near-by  city  of  Bombay,  and  that,  as  the  result  of  the  heavy  in- 
flux of  the  old  dollars  in  the  summer  of  1903,  the  local  banks 
were  oversupplied  with  these  coins  and  shipped  them  in  large 
amounts  to  Bombay  for  recoinage  on  the  account  of  the  govern- 
ment without  interest  charge. 

The  recoinage  was  completed  about  November,  1904.  The 
total  number  of  British  and  Mexican  dollars  sent  to  the  mint  to 
be  converted  was  35,372,541,  and  the  total  number  of  Straits 
dollars  minted  therefrom  was  35,4CX),576.3  The  result  of  the 
recoinage  was  therefore  a  profit  of  $28,035,  which  must  be  de- 
ducted from  the  total  expense  of  reminting,  which  amounted  to 
$788,180/  By  the  end  of  November,  1904,  the  new  dollars 
had  been  almost  completely  substituted  for  the  old  in  the  col- 
ony's circulation,'  and  the  government  was  confronted  with  the 
task  of  raising  the  dollar  to  "whatever  value  in  relation  to  the 
sovereign  might  be  decided  on  "  as  the  permanent  gold  par. 

The  course  of  appreciation  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  chart 

« IHd.  p.  5. 

'The  government's  note  guarantee  fund  consists  in  part  of  coin  and  in  part  of  secur- 
ities. The  average  circulation  of  government  notes  for  January,  1904,  which  was  a 
typical  month,  was  $16,503,167,  and  of  this  amount  $10,231,006  was  secured  by 
coin.  Cf,  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Currency  for  the  Straits  Settlements  for 
January,  1904. 

'There  was  in  addition  a  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  about  $250,000  in  re- 
dundant small  change,  which  was  recoined  into  fifty  cent  pieces. 

*  Economist t  vol.  Ixiii,  part  ii,  p.  1672. 

^  Report  of  the  Singapore  Chamber  of  Commerce,  1904,  pp.  4,  5. 
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and  table.  It  will  be  seen  that  Singai 
in  harmony  with  the  price  of  silver 
change'  down  to  about  March,  i 
time  forward  until  the  fall  of  1904 
rates  although  at  a  considerably  high 
1904,  to  February,  1905,  the  aver 
Straits  dollar  was  actually  higher  tha 
graphic  transfer  rate*  in  Singapore 
of  silver  in  March  and  April,  1905,^ 
appreciable  decline  in  Singapore  ex< 
forward  the  divorce  of  the  Straits  d 
ard  may  be  considered  to  have  been 
On  January  29,  1906,  the  governo; 
ance  supplemented  by  an  executive  < 
value  of  the  new  dollar  to  be  two 
Soon  after  this  action  had  been  tak( 


'The  unit  of  value  in  Hong  Kong  is  the  *<cl 
Unchopped  dollars  usually  command  premiums  t! 

'The  rise  of  Singapore  exchange  above  Hong 
lion  value  of  the  dollar  between  July  and  Octob 
redemption  of  British  and  Mexican  dollars  by  th< 
lar,  and,  as  pointed  out  in  the  previous  number  ( 
heavy  influx  of  British  and  Mexican  dollars  into 
The  supply  finally  became  so  excessive  that  exch; 
point  between  October,  1903,  and  January,  1904 
considerable  quantities. 

*  By  **  bullion  value  "  I  mean  the  value  of  th< 
London,  according  to  the  London  prompt  price 
of  standard  silver,  without  allowance  for  shippin| 

*  Sterling  exchange  rates  in  Singapore,  as  i 
Oriental  port  cities,  are  always  quoted  in  terms  < 
local  money.  A  telegraphic  transfer  rate  of  two 
would  mean  that  a  dollar  in  Singapore  would  bu] 
London;  a  buying  rate  of  two  shillings  for  foui 
the  banks  would  give  a  dollar  for  each  two  shiUi 
ports  and  payable  in  London  by  the  importer  fo 
change  therefore  signifies  an  increasing  sterlin 
exchange  a  decreasing  sterling  value.  Particula 
fact  for  the  benefit  of  readers  not  familiar  with 
change  rates  in  other  countries  are  often  quoted  i 

'The  procedure  followed  in  '*  fixing *'  the  valu 
infra. 
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down  on  a  level  of  28^,  and  continued  on  and  about  that  1 
during  the  next  five  or  six  months.  About  that  time  so 
eigns  were  being  imported  in  considerable  quantities  by 
banks,  and  the  result  was  a  fall  in  sterling  telegraphic  trai 
rates  to  27^.  Reports  received  as  this  paper  is  going  to  p 
state  that  in  September  there  was  a  reaction.  The  extr 
rates  for  the  period  from  February  i,  1906,  to  Septembei 
1906,  are  said  to  have  been  28^  and  27||. 

Before  discussing  the  reasons  which  led  to  the  adoption 
two  shilling  four  pence  dollar,  and  the  probable  effect  o: 
adoption  upon  the  trade  of  the  Straits  Settlements,  it  wil 
well  to  consider  for  a  moment  the  conditions  existing  in 
Straits  Settlements  during  the  period  while  the  dollar  was  b 
raised. 

The  depressing  influence  upon  trade  of  an  appreciating 
of  value  is  too  familiar  to  require  discussion.     Mr.  Balfoui 
not  greatly  overstate  the  situation  when  he  declared  that  a 
appreciation  of  the  standard  of  value  *'  is  probably  the  1 
deadening  and  benumbing  influence  which  can  touch  the  spi 
of  enterprise  in  a  nation."  *     The  history  of  Europe  during 
dark  ages  and  the  history  of  Europe  and  America  during 
period  1 873-1 897  are  stock  examples  of  this  influence, 
appreciation  of  the  Straits  dollar  differs  in  many  respects  1 
the  ordinary  example  of  an  appreciating  currency.     The  ap 
ciating  unit  in  this  case  circulated  in  a  country  very  limite 
area,   whose    trade    was    preeminently    foreign    rather 
domestic.     The  rate  of  appreciation  was  very  rapid  and,  ui 
those  cases  of  appreciation  resulting  from  a  rise  in  the  vak 
the  material  from  which  the  money  unit  is  coined,  was  cU 
perceptible  to  the  public.'' 

It  is  an  undisputed  fact  that  the  period  of  appreciation— 

»  Quoted  by  Francis  A.  Walker,  **  The  Relation  of  Changes  in  the  Volume  < 
Currenq^  to  Prosperity,"  in  Discussions  in  Economics  and  Statistics,  voL  ii,  p.  2 

'  The  appreciation  of  the  rupee  in  India  is  hardly  a  parallel  case.  The  gold  ] 
be  adopted  was  known  in  advance,  while  the  amount  of  the  appreciation,  abo^ 
minimum  gold  value  possessed  by  the  rupee  prior  to  the  announcement  < 
currency  committee's  scheme  in  1893,  was  very  small.  Cf.  Robertson,  **Thc 
rency  Policy  of  India,"  in  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Arts ^  March  27,  1903. 
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period  from  the  summer  of  1904  to  January  29,  1906,  when  the 
sterling  par  of  the  dollar  was  declared — was  one  of  speculative 
activity,  and  that  in  the  latter  part  of  this  period,  that  is  from 
about  August,  1905,  the  speculation  was  so  widespread  and  so 
intense  as  to  interfere  seriously  with  nearly  all  legitimate  busi- 
ness enterprise. 

In  order  to  make  clear  the  character  of  the  speculation  in- 
dulged in,  a  word  of  explanation  concerning  the  banking  busi- 
ness in  the  Straits  Settlements  is  desirable.  The  banking  business 
in  the  Straits  Settlements,  as  well  as  in  the  Philippines,  and  in 
Hong  Kong,  Shanghai  and  most  of  the  other  port  cities  of  the 
Orient,  is  largely  confined  to  foreign  exchange  operations.  By 
contracting  in  advance  for  the  purchase  or  sale  of  exchange  at 
a  definite  rate,  merchants  are  accustomed  to  insure  themselves 
against  losses  from  fluctuations  in  silver  during  the  interim 
between  purchase  and  sale  of  merchandise,  while  the  banks  in 
turn  protect  themselves  by  covering  their  forward  purchases  of 
local  bills  by  contracts  for  the  forward  sales  of  bank  paper  and 
telegraphic  transfers,  and  vice  versa.  An  exporter,  for  example, 
knowing  in  January  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  he  will 
have  a  cargo  of  produce  to  ship  to  the  London  market,  goes  to 
his  banker  and  makes  a  contract  to  deliver  sometime  in  the 
course  of  the  next  three,  four  or  six  months,  as  the  case  may 
be,  sterling  bills  covering  the  value  of  his  anticipated  shipment, 
at  a  rate  of  exchange  agreed  upon.  In  the  Straits  Settlements 
the  exporter  usually  has  an  option  of  at  least  two  months,  i,  e,y 
a  right  to  deliver  his  bills  at  any  time  within  two  months,  and 
frequently  an  option  of  five  or  six  months  is  given.  After  the 
fixing  of  his  exchange  the  exporter  often  obtains  advances  from 
the  bank,  usually  in  the  form  of  an  overdraft,  secured  by  the 
pledge  of  the  produce  to  be  exported.  In  the  same  manner 
importers  make  contracts  months  in  advance,  fixing  rates  of 
exchange  for  the  purchase  of  bank  paper  or  telegraphic  transfers 
with  which  to  make  remittances  for  anticipated  importations. 

In  the  first  instalment  of  this  article  it  was  pointed  out  that 
although  the  sterling  rate  at  which  the  Straits  dollar  would  be 
fixed  was  not  declared  in  advance,  as  had  been  done  in  India  in 
the  case  of  the  rupee,  it  was  generally  believed  that  a  rate  of  two 
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•thlllings  would  be  adopted.  This  appears  to  have  continiied)? 
be  the  popnbr  belief  a$  late  at  least  as  the  tatter  part  of  the  |tar 
1904,  when  the  sudden  advance  in  the  price  of  sih^er  made  it 
evident  to  thinking  people  that  a  tuo  shilling  dollar  contifoiif 
416  grains  of  sliver  .900  fine  would  be  in  great  danger  of  tk 
melting  pot.  Mere  then  was  a  situation  which  appeared  loli» 
merchant  who  wa^  inclined  to  speculate  as  *'  a  sure  thing."  Tk 
value  of  the  dollar,  he  reasoned,  was  bound  to  rise,  and  itsgol^ 
par  waa  certain  to  be  fixed  in  the  probably  not  distant  futuitJt 
ii  sterling  value  materially  higher  than  the  one  it  then  had.  as^ 
at  least  ^veral  per  cent  higher  than  its  bullion  value,  whatnti 
might  be  the  price  of  silver  A  merchant  contracting  in  AugnS 
for  the  deliver)'  of  sterling  bills  in  November  or  Dcccmbci 
would  have  the  benefit  of  w^hatcver  appreciation  might  tiirt 
place  in  the  dollar  tn  the  interim,  and,  in  case  his  bills  shoulii 
not  be  ready  for  delivery  at  that  time,  he  could  presumali^ 
cover  at  a  profit  by  the  purchase  of  bank  paper  or  telegraphs 
transfers. 

As  a  result  of  this  situation  all  classes  of  people  began  l£ 
speculate  for  a  rise  in  exchange.  Sterling  bills '  were  offei* 
to  the  banks  in  large  quantities  in  the  summer  of  1905  for  for 
ward  dc]ivcr}\  Evcty  merchant  who  had  the  remotest  prospcc 
of  having  any  bills  against  possible  exports  during  the  next  si) 
months  or  so  rushed  into  the  market  to  fix  his  exchange.  Mani 
sales  arc  said  lo  have  been  made  simply  on  a  margin  withou 
reference  lo  anticipated  exportattons.  Little  attempt  was  madi 
lo  cover/  Sterling  rates  naturally  rose  rapidly  as  a  result  0 
I  his  demand  for  dollars,  and  it  soon  developed  that  a  certaii 
foreign  bank  was  underbidding  all  the  other  banks  by  abou 
one-sixteenth  of  a  penny,  and  was  in  consequence  doing  th 
lion's  share  of  the  business.  This  bank,  with  a  branch  in  Sing 
apore  and  a  sub-branch  at  Penang,  seemed  to  have  under  it 
control  a  large  part  of  the  available  supply  of  dollars.  Soon 
however,  there  began  lo  be  misgivings  as  to  w^helher  exchange 

'  There  was  also  considrrablr  spcculalion  on  I  he  IndLan  ciichajigesj  pariicuiariy  b 
Indian  merchanLs  and  tW  w-caUed  '*  chillies"  or  Indian  money  lenders. 

'  'Vht  word  ^^  cover  ^^  here  has  the  usual  significance  of  of(setting  sales  by  puichi?>t 
and  vitt  vtrsa^ 
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had  not  gone  unreasonably  high;  all  sorts  of  rumors  were 
afloat ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  there  was  a  sudden  break  in 
the  rates,  everybody  wanted  cover,  there  was  a  clamor  for  bank 
paper  and  local  bills,  and  down  exchange  came  as  rapidly  as  it 
had  previously  advanced.  Here  likewise  the  one  bank  that  had 
done  the  bulk  of  the  business  when  exchange  was  rising  overbid 
its  competitors  when  exchange  was  falling,  and  continued  largely 
to  control  the  market.  There  were  at  least  seven  such  cycles 
of  exchange  fluctuations  of  greater  or  less  duration  between 
August  I,  1905,  and  February  i,  1906.  Throughout  the  month 
of  January,  1906,  the  money  market  was  in  a  condition  of  panic, 
and  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  about  the  time  of  the 
Chinese  New  Year,  the  panic  was  feverish  and  intense.  There 
was  at  this  time  the  usual  heavy  demand  for  money  to  meet  the 
Chinese  New  Year's  liquidations,"  in  addition  to  the  demand  to 
meet  the  many  exchange  contracts  which  were  then  coming 
due.  The  bank  which  during  the  previous  six  months  had  largely 
controlled  the  exchange  market,  which  had,  to  some  extent, 
dictated  terms  to  the  other  banks,  and  upon  which  speculators 
had  generally  relied,  found  temporary  difficulty  itself  in  making 
collections  and  in  meeting  its  obligations,  and  was  forced  to  beg 
assistance  from  the  other  banks  in  order  to  take  up  its  contracts. 
The  assistance  was  finally  given  but  only  on  onerous  terms.  A 
number  of  the  strongest  local  houses  were  threatened  with  bank- 
ruptcy, and  it  was  evident  that  a  supply  of  dollars  must  be  forth- 
coming from  somewhere  or  there  would  be  a  general  collapse. 
Exchange  rates  fluctuated  so  rapidly  during  this  period  (there 
were  sometimes  five  or  six  quotations  a  day),  such  varying  rates 
were  quoted  by  the  different  banks,  and  business  was  done  so 
extensively  on  rates  different  from  those  publicly  quoted,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  give  any  adequate  idea  of  exchange  fluctua- 
tions for  the  month.  The  following  figures,  however,  will  give 
a  suggestion  of  the  frenzied  state  of  the  market.  On  January  3 
sterling  telegraphic  transfers  were  quoted  in  Singapore  at  2s. 
2\d,^  on  January  5  at  25.  3t^^/.,  a  difference  of  over  two  and  a 

'  AH  debts  to  Chinamen  are  supposed  to  be  settled  by  the  time  of  Chinese  New 
Year. 
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half  per  cent;  on  Januaiy  lo  the  nites  cabled  to  ManOa  b>  om 
bank  varied  from  25.  ^^d.  to  2s.  4i^</.,  a  difference  of  1.8  per 
cent  during  the  day ;  on  January  1 5  the  rate  opened  at  2i,  4^1^- 
and  do9ad  at  2^.  3f|^,p  a  difference  of  i,y  per  cent-  onJaBu^ 
ary  1 S  the  rates  cabled  to  Manila  by  one  bank  varied  f rons  2$. 
zWd.  to  2s,  4d.,  a  variation  of  nearly  four  per  cent  during  the 
€lay.  These  examples  I  believe  are  typical.  If  they  give  a 
wronfj  impression  it  is  in  understating  the  case  rather  than  in 
exaggerating  it.  The  manager  of  one  of  the  leading  Singapore 
banks  informed  the  writer  that  daily  exchange  fluctuationi  is 
Singapore  during  January  sometimes  varied  by  over  five  pef 
cent.  In  individual  cases«  of  coursej  business  was  transacted  oc 
all  sorta  of  extravagant  rates. 

The  excitement  became  so  intense  that  the  govcmmait  was 
finally  forced  to  take  action  sooner  than  it  had  intended.  In  ik 
latter  part  of  January,  when  the  governor  returned  to  Siflga- 
pore  from  a  trip  to  Labuan,  he  made  a  statement  before 
council  the  purport  of  which  is  said  to  have  been  as  follows 


% 


He  had  been  surprised  to  leani  that,  during  his  absence  from  the  col- 
ony,  there  had  been  a  sharp  rise  in  exchange,  and  his  opinion  was  that 
this  was  ver>'  kigely  due  to  specoJation  upon  the  intention  of  the  gcm^ 
ernment  with  regard  to  the  rate  which  would  ultimately  be  fixed  fcr 
exchange  between  silver  and  gold.  This  was  a  matter  which  no  one 
was  entitled  to  speculate  upon  ;  it  was  one  which  the  government  was 
certainly  not  in  a  position  at  present  to  make  a  statement  about.  As 
everyone  was  aware,  the  course  of  the  silver  market  had  been  so  pecul- 
iar that  it  was  impossible  for  the  government  at  present  to  say  for  cer- 
tain what  the  market  would  be  six  months  hence.  Six  months  ago  it 
was  26//.  Today  it  was  over  30^.  Would  anybody  have  the  boldness 
to  say  that  six  months  hence  it  would  not  be  26//.  again,  or  that  it 
might  not  be  34^.?  Under  these  circumstances,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  those  persons  who  were  speculating  on  the  intentions  of  the  gov- 
ernment were  indulging  in  a  very  dangerous  operation,  in  which  they 
might  very  likely  burn  their  fingers.  He  could  only  say  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  government — and  he  thought  this  was  the  opinion  of 
everybody  interested  in  the  trade  of  the  place — to  fix  the  dollar  at  as 
low  a  value  as  possible  consistent  with  security.  That  was  all  he  was 
in  a  position  to  say  on  the  matter.     Whether  the  point  would  be  higher 
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or  lower  than  the  existing  rates,  he  could  not  at  present  state ;  the 
facts  were  not  before  him  on  which  to  form  an  opinion ;  but  he  could 
say  that  it  was  the  intention  and  desire  of  the  government  that  the  dol- 
lar should  be  fixed  at  as  low  a  value  as  possible  consistent  with  safety.* 

In  the  latter  part  of  January  authority  was  sought  of  the 
home  government  to  fix  exchange  immediately.  There  was 
some  delay,  however,  in  obtaining  this  authority,  and  when  it 
was  finally  received,  about  January  26,  the  state  of  the  exchange 
market  was  such  that  it  was  considered  inexpedient  to  declare 
the  rate  at  once.  On  Saturday,  January  27,  the  government 
sought  to  steady  the  market '  by  asking  for  bids  for  the  cable 
transfer  to  London  of  ;^  100,000.  None  of  the  bids  received 
were  accepted,  but  the  request  is  said  to  have  had  the  desired 
effect. 

On  January  29,  1906,  the  governor  in  council  issued  an 
ordinance  3  declaring  that 

it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  to  issue  notes  in  exchange  for 
gold  received  by  the  commissioners  at  Singapore  at  a  rate  of  exchange 
to  be  notified  by  an  order  of  the  governor  in  council  with  the  previous 
approval  of  the  secretary  of  state  and  the  commissioners  may  invite 
tenders  for  the  issue  of  notes  in  Singapore  against  telegraphic  transfers 
in  favor  of  the  crown  agents  for  the  colonies  in  London  and  may  at 
their  discretion  accept  any  tender  which  affords  sufficient  margin  above 
the  rate  fixed  by  such  order  in  council  to  cover  all  charges  including 
interest  which  may  be  incurred  in  remitting  to  Singapore  the  equivalent 
in  gold  at  the  fixed  rates  of  the  notes  issued  for  such  tender.  .  .  . 

The  sum  so  received  in  gold  shall  form  part  of  the  note  guarantee 
fund  and  may  be  invested  by  the  commissioners  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  ordinance  or  used  by  them  for  the  purchase  of  silver 
to  be  minted  into  Straits  Settlements  dollars.  .  .  .  Provided  that  the 

^  Statement  furnished  the  writer  by  a  local  manager  of  one  of  the  large  Eastern  ex- 
change banks. 

'  This  procedure  led  to  considerable  unjust  criticism  of  the  government  on  the 
ground  that,  knowing  in  advance  what  the  fixed  rate  would  be,  it  was  endeavoring  to 
beat  the  market  by  taking  advantage  of  the  higher  market  rate  then  prevailing  before 
declaring  its  fixed  rate.     No  criticism  could  have  been  farther  from  the  truth. 

■Ordinance  no.  i  of  1906,  entitled,  **  An  Ordinance  further  to  amend  *The  Cur- 
rency Note  Ordinance  1899.'  ** 


f^  POUTJCAL  SCf£MC£  CiJAMTMJfir  iYiii.m 

whole  of  the  profit  on  such  mintinf  iiiiill  be  carried  to  a  ^epii&ie  §M 
reserve  fund  acid  Dot  form  p«ft  of  the  note  guaimntee  fund. 

Ponuant  to  the  above  ordinance  the  governor  in  cousd 
issued  an  order"  im  the  same  day,  declaring  **  that  from  atti 
after  the  date  of  this  order  the  currency  commtssioaen  ma) 
bsuc  notes  in  exchange  for  gold  received  by  them  at  Singapoit 
at  the  rate  of  sixt>'  dollars  for  seven  pounds  sterling/'  1^ 
shitlings  and  four  pence,  the  public  were  accordingly  given  w 
understand,  would  be  the  permanent  sterling  par  of  the  doik. 
unless  future  advances  in  the  price  of  silver  should  maketk 
ratstng  of  the  dollar  to  a  higher  par  seem  desirable,  Tte 
governor  refused  to  commit  himself  as  to  the  absolute  penoai^ 
ency  of  the  two  shilling  four  pence  par.  ^ 

With  the  issuance  of  the  above  order  the  money  pa0 
stopped,  for  it  was  thenceforth  possible  to  obtain  from  tb 
government  dollars  in  unlimited  quantities  by  the  presentatios 
of  sovereigns  in  I^ndon.  When  the  horizon  cleared  it  w^ 
found  that  several  of  the  principal  banks,  and  one  in  particular, 
had  large  supplies  of  dollars  in  their  vaults. 

Between  July\  1905*  and  February,  1906,  the  gold  value  of 
about  fifty  million  dollars  (inclusive  of  government  notes  and 
of  subsidiary  and  minor  coins)  had  been  raised  from  approxi- 
mately two  shillings  to  the  dollar  to  two  shillings  and  four  pence, 
an  appreciation  of  over  sixteen  per  cent,  representing  an  incre 
mcnt  to  the  gold  value  of  the  country's  currency  during  that 
time  of  over  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling.  This 
advance  is  in  a  small  degree  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  rise  in 
the  price  of  silver ;  and  the  increased  value  of  the  notes  wa> 
dependent  slightly  on  the  fact  that  the  government  transferred 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the  general  treasur) 
funds  to  the  note  guarantee  fund  to  help  make  good  the  decline 
in  the  dollar  value  of  the  sterling  securities  held  in  that  fund. 
The  government  had  at  that  time  established  no  gold  reserve  fund, 
however,  and  the  above  advance  is  to  be  explained  mostly  on 
the  ground  of  a  relative  reduction  of  the  currency  supply.     This 

'  Government  Gazette  Extraordinary^  vol.  xli,  no.  5  (January  29,  1906),  p.  290. 
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difference  between  the  bullion  value  of  the  new  dollars  (at 
which,  approximately,  they  originally  circulated)  and  their 
money  value — a  difference  which  under  other  methods  of  cur- 
rency reform  would  have  accrued  to  the  public  treasury  as 
seigniorage  profit  and  would  have  furnished  a  substantial  part 
of  a  gold  reserve  fund — found  its  way  largely  into  the  pockets 
of  a  few  speculators.  I  say  "  a  few  "  because  here,  as  in  most 
cases  of  the  sort,  the  great  majority  who  dabbled  in  the  specu- 
lation are  said  to  have  lost.  A  large  part  of  the  profits  went 
into  the  vaults  of  the  foreign  bank  mentioned  above  (p.  672), 
whose  local  manager  had  carefully  planned  the  exploitation  of 
the  currency  scheme  as  early  as  the  fall  of  1903.  This  local 
manager  apparently  had  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose 
a  large  part  of  his  bank's  assets,  and  he  played  a  very  shrewd 
and  successful  game,  albeit  one  which  would  hardly  come  in 
the  range  of  ordinary  conservative  banking.' 

The  government's  action  in  offering  to  give  dollars  for  sove- 
reigns, it  will  be  noted,  did  not  necessarily  fix  the  value  of  the 
dollar,  but  simply  marked  an  upper  limit  to  its  possible  appre- 
ciation in  terms  of  gold.  Advices  received  from  Singapore 
under  date  of  September  12,  1906,  state  that  sovereigns  to  the 
amount  of  about  ;^i, 000,000  have  been  presented  to  the  cur- 
rency commissioners  in  Singapore  in  exchange  for  notes.  No 
action  has  yet  been  taken  providing  for  the  giving  of  sovereigns 
for  dollars,'  although  such  action  is  contemplated  as  soon  as  a 
sufficient  supply  of  gold  is  accumulated. 

^  The  manager  of  this  bank  said  to  the  writer  that  his  plan  of  operations  involved 
practically  no  risk.  He  knew,  he  said,  that  the  dollar  would  not  be  fixed  at  a  lower 
rate  than  two  shillings,  and,  when  silver  rose,  that  it  would  be  fixed  at  a  considerably 
higher  rate,  for  the  government  would  certainly  not  fix  the  dollar  at  a  lower  value 
than  five  or  six  per  cent  above  bullion  point.  These  facts  he  appreciated  very  early, 
and  he  was  the  6rst  to  follow  them  to  their  logical  conclusion.  At  first  for  a  short 
time  he  overbought,  anticipating  a  fall  in  the  price  of  silver.  He  began  to  oversell 
as  early  as  the  fore  part  of  1904,  and  early  in  the  spring  of  that  year  his  over  sales 
amounted  to  a  very  large  figure.  He  kept  his  heavy  figures  on  this  side  of  the  led- 
ger until  he  gained  a  virtual  control  of  the  market  in  the  summer  of  1905,  and  this 
control  he  practically  maintained  until  January,  1906. 

'  With  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  redemption  of  notes  in  gold  the  governor  is 
reported  to  have  said :  **  If  the  government  were  to  hold  out  to  the  public  the  imme- 
diate prospect  of  giving  gold  for  notes,  and  some  one  came  along  with  notes  and  de- 
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The  provision  of  the  ordinance  of  January  29,  1906, 
king  the  ''  issue  of  notes  in  Singapore  against  ietegraphi 
fcrs  in  favor  of  the  crown  agents  for  the  colonies  in  L 
is  meant  to  be  of  a  temporary  and  emergency  character, 
ordinary  condiUons  the  only  method  of  obtatnicig  dollar 
government  will  be,  it  is  said,  through  the  presentatior 
actual  !<K>vereigns  in  Singapore,  The  government  has  n 
tion  (&o  the  governor  informed  the  writer  in  Febni 
adopting  the  principle  of  the  gold-exchange  standan 
has  recently  been  adopted  in  the  Philippines '  and  in  A 
Neither  the  home  authorities  nor  the  oflicials  in  Singaf 
said  to  be  in  favor  of  that  plan. 

The  objections  urged  to  the  adoption  of  the  gold*e? 
standard  arc :  (  l )  That  it  would  unduly  interfere  with  tl 
ness  of  the  banks.  (2)  That  it  would  encourage  banks 
on  dangerously  low  cash  balances,  knowing  as  they  wot 
they  could  obtain  dollars  of  the  government  on  a  mome 
tice  by  the  purchase  of  cable  transfers  on  Singapore  fr 
crown  agents  for  the  colonies  in  London,  (3)  Tha 
would  be  danger  of  the  government  s  notes  depreciatini 
they  were  redeemable  in  gold  in  the  country  itself.  (4 
the  monetary  circulation  of  the  Straits  Settlements  was  to 
lo  make  the  plan  fea.sible  there,  (5)  That  the  plan  \vc 
quire  a  larger  reserve  fund  than  would  othervtise  be  necessi 
cause  I  he  government  would  be  compelled  to  keep  a  reser 
in  London  and  in  Singapore;  and  that  in  each  place  the 
would  have  to  be  large,  because  drafts  on  the  fund  throt 

matided  gokl  and  govern  men  I  was  unable  to  pj^^P  people  wpuld  say;  'Her 
hf^IrUng  out  ihal  yo\i  are  prepared  lo  give  gold  for  nolcs,  and  the  first  tLoii 
a&ked  lo  do  so  you  fail  to  do  it/  They  [».  f - ,  Eoveiniiient]  miisi  first  o 
inmcihmj;  of  a  gold  reserve  l*etore  they  could  hold  out  my  ptospect  of  bcin 
give  gold  \u  cxrhange  for  notes,  and  that  lime  had  certainly  not  yet  arrived, 
as  they  had  a  (;old  reserve  tbey  would  be  prepared  to  consider  the  public 
possible  and  give  eold  for  notes  when  required.  '*  Sin^apcrt  Frte  Prm^  Jju 
1906. 

'  Cf.  Kemmereri  '^  The  Esiablkhntent  of  the  Gold  Enchange  Standard  in 
Ippines,**  QuitX^iy  Jeurnai  of  EfoH^muSt  vol  xb^  pp.  5S8-59J, 

'  Ley  <|ue  eslaMcce   e)    r^^^itnen   monelario   de  lo!^  Est  ados  Unidos  Meidt 
Leye5  y  dispodonesi  rclativas  «  Iji  reforms  monetaria  (Mexico,  1905),  pp.  52, 
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sale  of  telegraphic  transfers  would  not  give  the  government  any 
such  warning  in  advance  of  the  demands  liable  to  be  made  as 
would  enable  it  to  replenish  the  reserve. 

The  above  arguments,  all  of  which  were  urged  upon  the 
writer  either  by  officials  or  business  men  in  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments, do  not  appear  to  be  conclusive  for  the  following  reasons, 
which  may  conveniently  be  stated  in  the  same  order  as  the  ob- 
jections. ( I )  If  the  rates  for  the  sale  of  government  drafts 
were  fixed  at  the  **  gold  points,"  as  they  presumably  would  be 
under  the  gold-exchange  standard,  and  if  only  drafts  of  large 
amounts  were  to  be  sold  by  the  government,  redemption  by  the 
sale  of  drafts  would  not  interfere  appreciably  more  with  the 
business  of  the  banks  than  would  redemption  in  coin.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  banks  themselves  would  be  the  principal 
purchasers  of  government  drafts,  and  such  drafts  would  be  pur- 
chased and  forwarded  merely  in  lieu  of  the  shipment  of  sove- 
reigns. (2)  The  sale  of  telegraphic  transfers,  while  desirable 
in  the  interest  of  currency  elasticity,  is  by  no  means  a  necessary 
feature  of  the  gold-exchange  standard.  If  the  government  were 
opposed  to  making  a  minimum  legal  reserve  requirement  of 
banks,  it  could  limit  its  sales  of  drafts  to  demand  drafts  or  even, 
if  need  be,  to  short  time  drafts.  (3)  If  government  notes 
were  redeemable  in  silver  dollars  on  demand,  and  if  the  silver 
dollars  were  redeemable  in  gold  exchange  on  demand,  deprecia- 
tion would  be  impossible  in  a  country  where  the  people  have  the 
confidence  in  the  government  which  they  have  in  the  Straits 
Settlements.  (4)  The  system  of  the  gold-exchange  standard 
is  better  suited  to  a  country  with  a  small  circulation  than  to  one 
with  a  large  circulation.  It  is  evidently  easier  to  maintain  a 
small  reserve  abroad  than  a  large  one.  (5)  It  is  not  probable 
that  the  Straits  Settlements  would  require  so  large  a  reserve  under 
the  gold-exchange  standard  as  it  will  under  the  system  to  be 
adopted.  Under  either  system  it  would  need  a  sovereign  re- 
serve and  a  dollar  reserve.  Under  the  system  to  be  adopted 
both  reserves  will  be  located  in  Singapore ;  under  the  gold- 
exchange  standard  the  dollar  reserve  would  be  located  in  Singa- 
pore and  the  sovereign  reserve  in  London.  The  sale  of  cable 
transfers  is  not  a  necessary  part  of  the  system,  as  above  pointed 
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out ;  and,  even  if  it  were,  the  movement  of  market  rates  of  e> 
change  would  ordinarily  give  ample  warning  of  a  demand  fc 
dollar  drafts  or  sovereign  drafts.  Emergency  cases,  if  such  shoul 
arise,  could  be  met  through  the  temporary  transfer  of  funds  t 
the  gold  reserve  from  the  security  portion  of  the  note  guarantc 
fund,  or  through  the  transfer  of  dollars  to  the  credit  of  th 
home  government  in  Singapore  in  exchange  for  an  equivaler 
amount  of  sovereigns  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Straits  goverr 
ment  in  London.'  A  prolonged  and  severe  drain  upon  the  rescrv 
fund,  which  in  a  country  like  the  Straits  Settlements  would  be  a 
extremely  improbable  contingency  if  the  government  withdrew 
from  circulation  dollars  presented  in  the  purchase  of  govemmer 
drafts,  could  of  course  always  be  met  by  the  forward  sale  on  th 
London  silver  market  of  the  redundant  dollars  piling  up  in  th 
government's  dollar  reserve  in  Singapore.  The  gold-exchang 
standard  would  probably  enable  the  country  to  get  along  wit 
a  smaller  gold  reserve  than  will  the  system  to  be  adopted,  ina« 
much  as  it  would  keep  gold  coins  out  of  circulation  and  th 
demands  upon  it  would  be  limited  to  the  requirements  of  meetin 
foreign  trade  balances — the  only  monetary  use  to  which  th 
dollars  could  not  be  applied.  The  Straits  Settlements,  inasmuc 
as  it  is  a  country  for  whose  trade  requirements  silver  coins  ar 
better  adapted  than  gold,  and  a  country  which  is  anxious  t 
maintain  its  reserve  at  as  small  an  expense  as  possible,  would  i 
fact  seem  to  be  a  place  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  gold-exchang 
standard.  The  premiums  which  the  government  would  realiz 
on  its  sale  of  exchange,  together  with  the  interest  it  would  ob 
tain  on  that  part  of  its  reserve  deposited  abroad,  would  doubt 
less  yield  sufficient  profit,  as  in  the  Philippines,  to  pay  th 
expenses  of  administering  the  currency  system  and  to  provid 
in  addition  a  substantial  annual  increment  to  the  gold  reserve 
Now  that  the  events  leading  to  the  declaration  of  the  tw 
shilling  and  four  pence  par  have  been  described  and  the  pla 
so  far  adopted  has  been  discussed,  it  will  be  well  to  inquir 

*  This  is  a  procedure  extensively  followed,  for  example,  in  the  Philippine  Island: 
Cf.  Kemmerer,  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Division  of  the  Cunnenq 
p.  lO. 
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concerning  the  effect  which  the  establishment  of  this  new  unit 
of  value  is  liable  to  have  on  the  trade  of  the  Straits  Settlements 
and  upon  the  relations  existing  between  debtors  and  creditors 
and  their  respective  equities. 

First  let  us  consider  the  purely  domestic  trade.  It  is  a  prin- 
ciple of  monetary  science  that  a  sudden  alteration  in  the  size  of 
the  unit  of  value  does  not  result  in  an  immediate  and  propor- 
tionate alteration  in  prices.  Custom,  which  is  to  the  world  of 
people  what  inertia  is  to  the  world  of  things,  tends  under  such 
circumstances  to  conserve  existing  prices.  Time  is  always  re- 
quired for  a  readjustment  of  the  price  level,  and  the  transition 
from  one  price  level  to  another  often  carries  with  it  permanent 
results  of  far-reaching  consequence.  Domestic  prices  in  silver- 
standard  countries  respond  very  slowly  to  fluctuations  in  the 
market  price  of  silver.  A  Mexican  dollar  had  nearly  the  same 
purchasing  power  in  the  domestic  trade  of  the  Philippine 
Islands  in  February,  1903,  when  it  had  a  gold  value  of  37  cents 
United  States  currency,  that  it  had  in  October,  1901,  when  it 
was  worth  50  cents.  "  Later,  when  the  bulk  of  the  money  in 
circulation  came  to  be  the  new  money,  prices  seem  to  have  been 
quite  generally  transferred  from  the  old  currency  to  the  new 
without  any  material  alteration."  '  When  the  American  troops 
first  introduced  the  United  States  dollar  into  the  Philippines, 
the  natives  demanded  as  many  American  dollars  for  their  pro- 
duce and  wages  as  they  were  accustomed  to  receive  Mexican 
dollars,  and  in  many  cases  obtained 'their  demands.  In  time, 
of  course,  there  was  a  readjustment.  In  Porto  Rico,  after  the 
American  occupation,  the  currency  of  the  country,  consisting 
of  about  6,cx)0,ooo  pesos  of  Spanish  money,  was  retired  from 
circulation  by  redemption  in  United  States  currency  at  the  rate 
of  one  and  two-thirds  pesos  to  one  dollar  of  United  States  cur- 
rency. The  result  was  a  marked  rise  in  prices  as  measured  in 
gold  values.' 

*  Kemmerer,  **  The  Establishment  of  the  Gold  Exchange  Standard  in  the  Philip- 
pines,'* Quarterly  Journal  of  Economia^  vol.  xix,  p.  607. 

'  **The  immediate  effect  of  our  advertised  intention  to  retire  the  old  currency  was 
a  very  general  raising  of  prices  and  a  demand  for  the  raising  of  wages  among  the 
smaller  merchants,  retailers,  and  workingmen.     This  lasted  but  a  short  time,  how- 
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The  Slraiu*  Setllements  have  not  escaped   the  appItcatiQi 
this  law,     Prices  ;ind  wages  have  not  faLlen  in  proportion  as 
sterling  value  of  ihe  dollar  has  risen.      When   the  writer  wa 
Singapore,  February  last*  the  complauit   ivas   heard   on  fs 
ftide  that  the  new  two  shilling  four  pence  dollar  would  btiy 
more  in  the  Straits  SetUemenU  than  dad   the  old  dollar  a 
yean  before,  when  it  was  worth  a  little  over  a  shilling  and 
pence.     II  thb  is  true  it  means  a  rise  of  prices,  as  measure 
gold,  of  siomething  like  50  per  cent  within    three  year5. 
evidence  seems  to  be   tliat  there  is  considerable  truth  is 
assertion,  although  it  iihould  be  said  that  other  forces  besi 
those  directly  connected   with  the  currency  have  been  push 
prices  upward.     Wage  earners  for  the  most  part  were  receiv 
last  February'  about  the  same  number  of  the  new  dollars  t 
J]  ihcy  had  formerly  received  of  the  old.     The  same  was  irtit 

the  salaried  class  in  so  far  as  their  salaries  were  fixed  in  doltt 
Many  Europeans,  however,  a  few  years  before  had  compLati 
bitterly  of  the  losses  they  were  incurring  by  reason  of  the  ( 
preeiaUon  of  the  dollar,  and  had  in  consequence  succeeded 
having  their  salaries  transferred  to  a  sterling  basis.  The  raisi 
of  the  dollar  therefore  led  to  a  proportionate  reduction  in  1 
salaries  of  this  class  as  measured  in  dollars.  Wholesale  pric 
especially  of  goods  imported  from  gold -standard  countries,  wi 
shuwing  ;i  ^tronf;  tendency  to  decline,  and  several  of  the  bet 
classes  of  retail  stores  were  making  price  reductions  on  mi 
lines  of  good^  of  from  five  to  ten  per  cent.  The  great  bulk 
miscellaneous  expenses,  such  as  professional  fees,  hotel  rat 
livery  rates,  laundry  charges  and  the  like,  were  as  yet  unaffect 
by  the  appreciation  of  the  dollar.  In  general  it  may  be  said  tl 
the  readjustment  of  prices  was  taking  place  ver>^  unevenly;  tl 

ever,  and  I h r  p Hers,  of  staple  comtiioduics,  as  wrll  a.^  the  price  of  lalxirp  have  sij 
worked  back  lo^ard  I  he  old  basis,  slc»d%  but  surely,  TcHfay  [August  a,  1901] 
believe  tb»l  *  conservftiivc  opinion  woujd  ii»y  th»t  ibe  diajij*e  in  the  currency  is  p 
haps  responiUblc  lor  %  riu  in  the  cost  of  bving  tA  rtom  ten  to  ^fie^n  per  cenL 
lome  parts  of  the  island  it  U  much  higher ,  owing  to  combinalions  of  capitalists,  1 
these  will  undoubtedly  be  diss^ilved  m  time/'  Letter  of  De  Ford  and  Co.,  banke 
San  Juan,  Porto  Kico^  AupiEit  i^  1 901,  to  Mr,  Chailes  A,  CoT^ant,  special  coum 
■ioner  nf  the  war  department  on  tninaf^e  and  banking  in  the  Philippines,  in  Con  a 
Special  Report  on  Coinage  and  Hanking  m  ihe  FhiUppine^T  p.  1 19, 
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in  no  case  was  the  decline  proportionate  to  the  rise  in  the  sterling 
value  of  the  dollar ;  that  it  was  most  rapid  in  those  lines  where 
competition  was  keen,  as  in  the  case  of  wholesale  prices,  and 
least  so  where  competition  was  weak  and  custom  dominant,  as  in 
the  case  of  wages.  It  will  be  observed  that  such  an  uneven 
alteration  of  prices  must  have  important  consequences  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  wealth  among  the  different  classes  in  the  commu- 
nity. 

Next  let  us  consider  the  effect  of  the  raising  of  the  dollar 
upon  the  country's  foreign  trade.  This  trade  may  be  divided 
into  two  parts:  (i)  the  transit  trade;  (2)  the  export  trade  in 
local  produce  and  the  import  trade  in  foreign  merchandise  for 
domestic  consumption. 

The  Straits  Settlements,  commercially  speaking,  are  first  of 
all  an  entrepdt  of  foreign  trade.  Singapore  is  a  great  distribut- 
ing center  between  the  East  and  the  West.  Aside  from  the 
obvious  advantages  the  fixing  of  a  gold  par  of  exchange  will 
have  for  trade  with  gold-standard  countries,  and  the  equally 
obvious  disadvantages  it  will  have  for  the  trade  with  silver- 
standard  countries,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  raising  of  the 
unit  of  value  on  this  transit  trade? 

The  actual  size  of  a  country's  monetary  unit,  so  long  as  it  is 
stable  in  value,  is  a  matter  of  little  importance  to  its  foreign 
trade.  Any  alteration,  however,  in  the  unit  of  value  is  liable  to 
have  temporarily  a  detrimental  effect  on  foreign  trade.  A  period 
of  currency  reform  is  always  characterized  by  a  lack  of  confi- 
dence and  by  unsettled  business  conditions.  Merchants  know 
too  well  the  important  and  subtle  influences  exercised  upon  trade 
profits  by  slight  alterations  in  a  currency  system,  to  be  anx- 
ious to  turn  their  merchandise  even  temporarily  into  the  money 
of  a  country  undergoing  such  a  reform.  An  unfamiliar  cur- 
rency system,  no  matter  how  good  it  may  be,  is  an  obstacle  to 
foreign  trade.  When  to  these  facts  you  add  that  in  this  particu- 
lar case  the  monetary  unit  was  to  be  raised  artificially  after  an 
uncertain  interval  of  time  to  an  unannounced  gold  par,  and 
ultimately  to  be  maintained  at  this  par  by  a  gold  reserve  which 
it  might  take  years  to  accumulate  in  sufficient  quantity  to  be- 
come effective,  it  may  well  be  imagined  that  foreign  traders 
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were  inclined  to  be  diffident.  The  writer  found  that  merch 
in  the  Straits  Settlements  were  complaining  that  the  raisin 
the  dollar  was  driving  away  the  transit  trade.  There  seen 
be  no  question  that  the  complaint  was  justified.  It  is  to  be 
served,  however,  that  the  raising  of  the  dollar  is  only  or 
several  causes  contributing  to  this  result.  For  some  time  t 
has  been  observed  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  Oriental  coun 
to  deal  more  and  more  directly  with  Europe  instead  of  thrc 
ports  of  entrepdt.  The  "  high  freights  fixed  by  the  Straits  H< 
ward  Conference  to  Europe  and  extended  to  New  York  in  Au 
[1905]  have  contributed  in  a  marked  degree  to  the  natural 
dency  for  small  ports  to  expand  and  establish  direct  steam  < 
munication  with  home  markets." '  The  fact  that  the  raisir 
the  dollar  is  a  force  cooperating  with  a  natural  decline  in 
Straits  transit  trade  would  seem  to  diminish  the  hope  thai 
trade  driven  away  will  return  as  soon  as  the  gold  standard 
be  satisfactorily  established  and  prices  and  wages  shall  bee 
adjusted  to  the  new  unit.* 

It  is  a  generally  accepted  principle  that  a  falling  exch 
has  a  tendency  to  favor  export  trade  at  the  expense  of  im 
trade,  and  a  rising  exchange  to  favor  import  trade  at  the 
pense  of  export  trade.  Prices  and  wages,  as  previously  obsei 
respond  slowly  to  alterations  in  the  value  of  the  monetary 
as  measured  by  the  foreign  exchanges.  As  a  result,  in  a  c 
try  like  the  Straits  Settlements,  an  importer  of  merchai 
from  gold-standard  countries  receives  practically  the  same  r 

*  Cf,  The  [  London  ]  Times^  Financial  and  Commercial  Supplement,  Januai 
1906,  p.  41. 

'The  following  quotation  from  the  Singapore  Free  Press  of  February  8, 
concerning  the  trade  with  Siam  is  apposite:  **One  of  the  most  interesting  feati 
the  Bangkok  trade  last  year  was  the  marked  development  of  a  tendency  t( 
orders  direct  to  Europe  instead  of  to  the  Singapore  middleman.  In  the  pa: 
Chinese  importer,  a  very  important  factor  in  the  year's  total,  dealt  invahabh 
Singapore  or  in  a  small  measure  with  Hong  Kong  houses.  Today,  says  the  Be 
Times,  *the  saving  of  the  middleman's  profit  has  become  a  matter  of  some  ii 
ance,  and  notwithstanding  Singapore's  advantage  in  l)eing  near  at  hand  the  p 
tion  of  direct  orders  in  the  total  has  been  growing  for  some  time.  This  tenden 
now  been  accentuated  by  the  exchange  difficulty,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  im 
ment  is  to  l)e  looked  for  there.*  " 
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ber  of  dollars  for  his  merchandise  and  pays  for  it  practically  the 
same  gold  prices  for  a  short  time  after  a  rise  or  fall  in  exchange 
as  before.  If  exchange  goes  up  he  will  thfsrefore  tend  to  profit 
by  the  higher  gold  value  of  the  local  dollar,  and  if  it  goes  down 
he  will,  per  contra,  tend  to  lose.  The  exporter  in  like  manner 
will  continue  for  a  time  after  an  alteration  in  exchange  to  pay 
essentially  the  same  wages  and  the  same  prices  for  the  produce 
he  exports  as  before,  and  will  obtain  the  same  gold  prices  for 
what  he  exports.  He  will  accordingly  temporarily  tend  to  profit 
to  the  extent  of  a  fall  in  exchange  and  to  lose  to  the  extent  of 
a  rise.  These  gains  and  losses  are  of  a  temporary  character 
and  sooner  or  later  a  readjustment  takes  place.  In  the  long  run 
the  prosperity  of  the  export  trade  and  of  the  import  trade  are 
inseparably  linked  together,  because  it  is  the  one  that  pays  for 
the  other.  The  extent  of  these  temporary  profits  or  losses,  as 
the  case  may  be,  the  length  of  time  during  which  they  will  be 
realized  and  the  persons  to  whom  they  will  accrue  depend  upon 
the  comparative  strength  of  the  markets  and  of  the  different 
parties  to  the  transaction.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  a 
rising  exchange.  Where  competition  among  the. importers  of  a 
given  commodity  is  keen,  or  where  the  price  in  the  importing 
country  is  for  any  other  reason  weak,  local  prices  will  soon  fall 
on  a  rising  exchange  and  the  consumer  will  be  the  benefited 
party.  Where  competition  among  importers  is  weak  in  the  im- 
porting country,  or  the  price  of  the  commodity  is  for  any  other 
reason  strong,  the  importer  *  will  reap  the  benefit  of  a  rising  ex- 
change. Where  the  sellers  of  the  article  in  the  exporting  coun- 
try are  in  a  position  to  control  the  price,  either  by  combination 
or  otherwise,  they  may  be  able  to  reap  the  profit  by  advancing 
their  prices  as  exchange  rises.  The  same  principle  applies  to 
the  export  trade  on  a  rising  exchange.  If  competition  among 
producers  is  weak  and  the  demand  for  the  commodity  in  ques- 
tion is  strong,  the  burden  of  the  advance  in  exchange  may  be 
shifted  to  the  buyer  or  to  the  foreign  consumer.  Where  the 
supply  of  labor  employed  in  the  production  of  the  commodity 

'  In  such  cases,  of  course,  the  profit  may  be  realized  in  part  by  the  importer,  in 
part  by  the  wholesaler,  and  in  part  by  the  retailer. 
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is  execssive  and  the  wage-earncrs  are  not  organized, 
may  be  shifted  to  the  laborer.     Wherc^  on  the  other  1: 
foreign  market  is  weak  and  the  labor  supply  limited 
oughly  oi^iijzed^  the  burden  may  be  shifted  to  the  pro 
to  the  exporting  merchant 

Let  US  apply  these  principles  to  the  trade  of  the  Ma 
insula  during  the  period  of  the  appreciation  of  the  dc 
may  be  said  that  the  rise  of  the  dollar  did  not.  as  man 
patcd^  prove  detrimental  to  the  tin  trade.  Tin  is  the  ] 
item  of  export  from  the  Malay  peninsula.  The  Fi 
Malay  States  are  said  to  contribute  about  seventy  per 
the  world's  supply  of  tin.  The  production  of  that  staph 
stant  and  the  market  is  strong ;  as  a  result  the  tin  mercl 
been  able  to  shift  the  burden  of  the  rise  in  exchange  to 
cign  consumer.  The  same  has  been  true  to  a  lesser  e: 
tapioca/     On  the  other  hand,  pepper  and  gambier,  twi 
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January    .,,, ..*.  3539 

February    .****.**,...  1510 

March    2120 

April  -..- 3375 

May    .-****  ..........  2565 

lutie .   ..  2770 

July r  2640 

August .  1 635 

Seplemher *,.,.,.»  1 620 

f  ktohcr    . . ,  * , 2725 

November    .^.. ...... .  2775 

Decemher <....  33^° 


79-50 
77-^5 
S<^-37S 
81,625 

>^o.375 
8175 
88.00 
86,875 

S2.00 
S4X0 
SS7S 


$ 

76.30 

76.625 
79.50 
79.C0 
p.r25 

S2.875 

80.125 

So.co 

80.S7S 

8375 


I" 


131 

'38 

«50 

*5S 
164 


I 
10 

5 

2 

17 


2 
'5 


£ 

1  jq 
'34 
U^ 
US 
'39 
147 
<44 
146 
I4S 
157 


Mt  U  impo<i^tli]?  to  5«y  what  the  course  of  Lin  and  Upioca  prices  wotild  h 
in  Londpn,  had  iht  I'alue  of  the  Straits  Settlements  dollar  not  been  raii^r 
what  extent  the  producers  of  these  articles  inif[ht  not  have  icAliied  addition 
under  Mich  a  conTin^rtncy.  It  mny  well  have  l*een  that  the  rise  in  exchftn^ 
hastened  nn  upward  movement  o!  prices  which  would  in  time  have  taken  ] 
way*  It  shottid  Vtc  noled  in  thtii  connection  that  exporter  of  such  an  ides  n 
some  cas^s  adilitinnal  profiis  by  speculating  in  their  sterling  bills. 

'  Based  upon  ihe  Yearly  Statement  oF  the  Sm  gap  ore  Chamlier  of  Commen 
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PUK- 
CHA&BD 


JaniULfy 11 17 

February   935 

March 888 

April ;  1357 

May  1615 

J«>« 1435 

July 660 

August 938 

September 631 

October  731 

November 499 

December   1542 
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LONDON  PMCa  PES  POUND 


HIGH 

LOW 

HIGH 

LOW 

s    \ 

s 

'i 

d 

29.25 

25.75 

57-8 

5  5-« 

26.55 

25.00 

5  5-8 

51-2 

26.50 

25.25 

558 

5 ''2 

26.375 

25.70 

5  3-4 

5  5-« 

26.25 

25.50 

5  34 

5  3-4 

28.625 

25-75 

5  3-4 

5  3-4 

29XX>     t 
29XX>      i 

27.30 

V' 

5  13.16 

28.25  1 

25.50 

6 

5  15.16 

26.375  ' 

24.75 

5  15-16 

57-8 

24.75  \ 

23.50 

5  15-16 

5  13.16 

24.00    1 

20.75 

5  13-16 

5  5-8 

Gambibk  (not  including  cubb) 


1905 


PRICE  PBK  PICta 


LONDON  PRICK  PKK  HUNORBD* 
WEIGHT 


HIGH 

LOW 

HIGH 

LOW 

s 

s 

S 

d 

s     d 

1    9.30  1 

8.75 

20 

19    6 

1    9.125  '• 

5-75 

20 

19    6 

9.00        ; 

8.75 

19 

9 

19    3 

9.00    i 

8.60 

19 

3 

19 

:    8.85  ' 

8.575 

19 

18    9 

;       8.75 

8.60 

18 

9 

18    9 

9.00 

8.65 

18 

9 

18    9 

1     2-^ 

8.50 

19 

9 

19    6 

1    8.75  : 

8.575 
7.875 

19 

9 

19    9 

!     845 

19 

9 

19    9 

8.10    ; 

7.875 

20 

3 

19    9 

8.00 

7.70 

20 

20 

January 2557 

February   882 

March 2609 

April 1704 

May    3530 

Jane 1959 

July ;  2189 

August  2312 

September 2420 

October   3262 

November   ;  3205 

December i  3973 

ant  items  in  the  Straits  Settlements'  export  trade,  had  weak 
markets  during  the  period  of  the  appreciation  of  the  dollar;  and 
this  fact,  accompanied  by  a  strong  competition  among  the  pro- 
ducers of  these  articles,  has  resulted  in  declining  dollar  prices 
and  the  imposing  of  the  burden  of  the  rise  in  exchange  upon  the 
exporter  and  the  producer.  The  above  tables,  which  give  the 
prices  of  certain  articles  of  Singapore  trade  month  by  month  in 
1905,  will  support  these  conclusions. 

The  supply  of  labor  is  so  scarce  in  the  Malay  peninsula  that 
the  appreciation  of  the  dollar  has  not  yet  resulted  in  any  appre- 
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ciftbte  redaction  in  wages  among  the  laborers  engaged 
production  of  articles  for  export. 

The  tinport  trade  of  the  Malay  peninsula,  aside  frc 
Imfmit  trade,  is  made  up  of  such  a  \'artety  of  connnoditi 
b  io  the  hands  of  so  man}'  traders,  that  it  is  impossible 
date  to  form  any  irery  definite  opinion  as  to  the  effect  t 
of  the  rise  in  exchange.  As  in  the  case  of  the  export 
difTereot  articles  have  been  afiTected  differently,  according 
conditioia  ol  their  respective  markets  and  the  relative  st 
of  the  varknis  parties  in  the  trade.  It  may  be  safely  sai 
the  import  trade  received  nothing  like  the  stimulus  that 
iiatu ratty  have  been  expected  from  &uch  a  decided  rise 
cllMgc,  and  this  for  at  least  t\i'o  reasons :  (  i )  ^he  unsetdei 
dition  of  all  kinds  of  business  while  the  currency  reform 
progress  and,  in  particular,  the  unwillingness  of  mercha 
replete  their  stocks;  and  (2)  the  neglect  of  normal  legi 
business  on  the  part  of  business  men  for  the  purpose  of  € 
ing  in  exchange  speculation. 

The  business  of  the  Straits  Settlements  during  the  yi 
hardly  be  said  to  have  been  slack ;   it  was,  on  the  contrs 
least  during  the  eight  months  ending  January  31,  1906, 
and  exciting*  and  the  volume  of  transactions  was  large ;  bi 
activity  was  principally  confined  to  transactions  either  pur 
largely  of  a  speculative  character,  and  if  such  transactior 
eliminated,  it   may  be  safely  said   that  business  in   the   'i. 
during  the  period  of  appreciation  was  bad.     This  1  found 
the  general  opinion  among  merchants  of  the  colony.      Th^ 
gapore  correspondent  of  the  London    Times  summed  uj 
situation  in   his  letter  of  December  i.  1905.  by  saying: 
for  fifteen  years  has  this  colony  experienced  such  bad  1 
and  even  now  signs  of  a  revival  are  by  no  means  hopeful.* 

There  is  perhaps  no  consideration  of  more  vital  impor 
m  any  currency  reform  than  that  of  its  effect  upon  ex 
debts,  A  debtor  borrows  purchasing  power  in  the  for 
money  and,  in  an  ideal    system,  he  would   pay  back   the 

'  7 '4/  [ Lon don ]  7imfi^/*iHandai(tttti  Cmn fff trdal  Suf^^rmtnt,  J*n u ary  2 3 
p.  41. 
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purchasing  power  with  interest,  except  to  the  extent  that  prices 
may  have  been  modified  in  the.  interim  by  factors  affecting  the 
production  of  commodities,  such  as  improved  methods,  exhaus- 
tion of  natural  supplies  and  the  like,  in  which  cases  the  amounts 
repaid  should  be  so  altered  that  the  gains  or  losses  thus  arising 
should  be  equitably  shared  between  debtor  and  creditor.  While 
such  an  ideal  system  is  of  course  unattainable  in  practice,  cur- 
rency systems  should  be  so  framed  as  to  approach  the  ideal  as 
nearly  as  practicable.  A  rapidly  depreciating  currency  works 
a  grave  injustice  to  the  creditor  class ;  a  rapidly  appreciating 
currency  works  an  even  more  serious  injustice  to  the  debtor 
class.  The  bimetallic  controversy  which  has  stirred  up  three 
continents  for  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  found  its 
raison  d'  lire  very  largely  in  the  injustice  to  the  debtor  class 
resulting  from  a  monetary  regime  in  which  the  unit  of  value 
appreciated  by  something  like  44  per  cent  *  in  the  twenty-five 
years,  1 873-1 897. 

In  the  light  of  these  familiar  principles  let  us  look  at  the  re- 
cent experience  of  the  Straits  Settlements.  The  following 
figures  will  show  in  a  general  way  the  appreciation  of  the  dollar 
as  compared  with  gold  during  the  past  four  years : ' 

THE  APPRECIATION  OP  THE  DOLLAR  IN  ITS  RELATION  TO  CERTAIN   STERUNG  RATES 


STBKUNC  TELBURAPHIC  TRANSFERS 


1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

Jan.-June . 
July  Dec. 


d. 

d. 

223  8 

1     18 

3i 

233-4 

:     18 

7-8 

237-8 

<     21 

9-16 

d. 
203-8 
21  5-16 


22  15-16 


237-8 
265-8 


23  7-16  ; 23  5-8 

23 13-16    1  25  9-32 


*  The  index  number  of  the  Sauerbeck  tables  for  1873  is  iii,  and  for  1897  is  62. 

'  The  average  annual  sterling  rates  of  exchange  in  Singapore  for  four-months  bank 
paper  for  the  period  1890  to  1901,  as  given  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  governor  of 
the  Straits  Settlements,  were  as  follows : 

1890 3J.    5    1-4  d,      1894 25.    2  d.      1898 15,  II    1-4  d, 

1891 y,    3  d.      1895 2J.    I    1-2  d,      1899 u,  II  15-16^/. 

1892 2J.   10     5-8  d.        1896 25.     2     3-16*/.        1900 25,   10     ^l6d. 

1893 25,    7    y-itd,      1897 15,  II  i^  idd,      1901 I  J.  II    i-idd. 
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*903- -      l-l 

}«Etv-fuilC «        0.5 


|0A  I  "7-8  i  — as-' 

ti.^     ......        4,6      I   17.5 


1.6 


I     5-a 


39wS 

17-9 


37 
3* 


A  glance  at  the  above  table  will  show  that  debto 
time  obligations  in  the  old  currency  contracted  be1 
years  1902  and  1906  will  suffer  serious  injustscc  in  \h 
pelled  to  settle  those  obligations  at  par  in  the  new  dolls 
persons  who  contracted  debts  when  the  sterling  val 
dollar  was  lowest  and  invested  the  funds  borrowed  in  gi 
ard  countries  will  be  the  heaviest  sufferers.  Those 
tnicted  obligations  when  the  sterling  value  of  the  c 
highest  and  invested  the  proceeds  locally,  and  who  s< 
indebtedness  before  prices  and  wages  become  adjust 
new  unit  of  value,  will  suffer  least.  Between  these  exd 
injustice  suffered  will  be  of  varying  degrees.  There  v 
ably  be  few  instances  of  time  obligations  in  the  Mai 
sula  in  which  the  debtor  will  not  to  some  extent  be  de 
his  property  unjustly  by  reason  of  this  artificial  incres 
country's  unit  of  v^hie.' 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  did  not  the  government  take 
measures  ^  to  provide  for  the  equitable  adjustment  of  « 
obligations?     To  this  question  it  must  be  answered  thai 

^  III  considerinij  the  cxienl  of  the  apprccialion  of  the  dollar  during 
ytara  and  ihc  injustice  ihere^iy  done  lo  the  debtor  class,  allowance  shou 
For  Iwo  factors  which  to  a  small  degree  alleviate  the  situation  of  that  cla.^ 
yt^ars  ha^'C  t>een  charflctciiied  by  a  ^ight  depredattoo  of  Kold  in  I  be  'n^orti 
a*  evidenced  by  stand  nitl  fables  ol  price  indeK  ntimber^*  (3)  KtiTnioating 
in  prices  arising  from  ii Iterations  in  the  unit  of  vatuc  ptr  ii\  the  general 
i>rice5  has  undoubtedly  l>een  upward  in  the  MaJay  penmswla  during  this  p 

»  Sncb  measures  have  l^een  taken  in  recent  yeare  in  Samoa,  Porto   R 
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was  no  such  action  taken,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  was 
ever  considered  by  the  Straits  Settlements  currency  committee 
which  recommended  the  plan  adopted,  by  the  governor  and 
legislative  councillors  who  put  it  into  operation,  or  by  the  local 
chambers  of  commerce  which  rendered  frequent  assistance  to 
the  government  by  their  advice  and  recommendations.* 

Local  officials  and  business  men  attempt  to  justify  the  gov- 
ernment's policy  of  inaction  in  this  matter  on  a  number  of 
grounds.  The  following  reply  to  the  criticism  above  stated  was 
made  to  the  writer  by  a  prominent  banker  in  Singapore,  and 
may  be  considered  as  fairly  representative  of  the  attitude  of 
most  local  officials  and  business  men  on  the  subject : 

No  action  on  the  part  of  the  government  for  the  protection  of  the 
debtor  class  was  necessary.  Time  obligations  were  contracted  in  the 
money  of  the  country  without  reference  to  its  gold  value,  and  should 
be  paid  dollar  for  dollar  in  the  money  of  the  countiy  which  should  be 
legal  tender  when  the  obligations  became  due,  regardless  of  any  change 
that  may  have  taken  place  in  its  gold  value  in  the  interim. 

This  argument  represents  an  attitude  which  is  perhaps  natural 
to  people  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  dealing  in  a  fluctuating 

Philippines.  They  have  received  the  most  careful  consideration  in  the  recent  discus- 
sions concerning  monetary  reform  in  Mexico  and  China. 

The  Philippine  government,  in  its  recent  currency  reform,  passed  an  act  for  the 
protection  of  the  debtor  class,  authorizing  debtors  having  time  obligations  payable  in 
the  old  currency  to  tender  payment  in  the  new  currency  at  such  a  rate  of  exchange  as 
would  fairly  represent  the  value  of  the  old  currency  in  terms  of  the  new  on  the  date 
the  obligations  should  become  due.  In  determining  this  rate  the  debtor  was  directed 
to  take  into  account  the  market  price  of  silver,  exchange  rates  in  Hong  Kong  and 
various  other  factors  which  would  be  expected  to  throw  light  on  the  gold  value  the 
old  currency  would  have  had  in  Manila  had  it  continued  to  circulate.  If  the  creditor 
refused  to  accept  the  new  currency  in  settlement  of  the  obligation  at  a  rate  of  adjust- 
ment so  determined  and  sought  the  enforcement  of  the  original  contract  in  any  court, 
the  law  provided  that,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  plaintiff's  claim,  **  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  court  to  render  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  to  recover  as  damages  the  law- 
ful sum  due  to  him,  in  Philippine  pesos^  instead  of  in  the  currency  mentioned  in  the 
contract,"  the  basis  for  computing  the  damages  being  the  same  as  that  previously 
mentioned,  according  to  which  the  debtor  was  to  compute  the  amount  of  his  local 
currency  debt  in  terms  of  Philippine  currency. 

'  One  of  the  members  of  the  legislative  council  informed  the  writer  that  this  sub- 
ject was  never  discussed  by  that  body. 
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currency*     Kv^cn  M  it  be  admitted  that  persons 
contmcts  for  the  payment  of  money  covering  a  period 
knowingly   assttme  the   T\%k%  arising  from   natura]  flo^ 
in  the  unit  of  value,  it  docs  not  follow  that  they  c 
be   expected   to   bear  the   burdens  rcsulUng    from  al 
in  that  unit  which  are  artificial   and    which    they  cou 
m«jifier  have  anticipated.     In  fact  debtor   and   credit 
have  reajson  to  expect^  as  a  matter  of  justicet  that  if  the 
ment  ^nds  it  desirable  materially  to  alter   the   unit  of 
which  existing  contracts  are  stated,  it  will  at  the  same 
to  it  that  debtors  (in  case  the  unit  of  value  is  rmised)  sbi 
be  permitted  to  pay  their  obligations  in  the  currency  i 
they  were  contracted,  or  to  commute  them  at  equitable 
the  new  currency;  and  that  creditors  (in  case  the  unit  i 
is  lowered)  shall  in  like  manner  be  legally  authorized 
upon  similar  terms  of  settlement.     There  is  no  limit  to 
ploitation  of  one  class  for  the  benefit  of  another  that 
ments  may  sanction  by  altering  die  unit  of  value,  if  in  s 
they  pay  no  regard  to  the  equities  of  existing  contractu 
tions. 

The  government's  policy  of  inaction  in  this  matter  i 
ever,  defended  on  other  grounds  of  a  more  substantial  cl 
for  which  due  allowance  should  be  made  in  passing  ju 
on  the  couri^e  pursued.  It  is  staled  that  the  Straits  Sett 
arc  prct-mincntly  a  trading  coiintr>%  as  contrasted  with 
tiiral  and  industrial  countries*  and  that  the  number  of  ti 
ligations  is  in  consequence  relatively  smalL  This  is  p: 
true,  although  no  figures  are  available  showinjr  the  e; 
which  such  time  obligations  exist.  It  must  be  remer 
however,  that  the  new  currency  is  not  lirnitcd  in  its  circ 
to  the  Straits  Settlements  proper  but  is  the  money  of  t\ 
erated  Malay  States  and  other  dependencies  as  well,  aj 
the  economic  activities  of  these  dependencies  are  not  j 
nontly  those  of  trade  but  rather  of  agriculture  and  i 
The  number  of  such  obligations  may  possibly  not  be  g 
the  Straits  Settlements  currency  area  as  compared  will 
countries ;  but  that  fact  can  give  little  comfort  to  those  ^ 
suffer^  and  their  number  in  the  absolute  is  unquestionabl; 
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A  further  plea  urged  in  justification  of  the  position  taken,  and 
by  far  the  most  weighty  one,  consists  in  the  statements  that  the 
debtor  class  in  the  Malay  peninsula  have  invested  their  borrow- 
ings principally  in  that  territory,  and  that  their  investments  are 
not  of  a  character  which  are  greatly  influenced  by  the  sterling 
value  of  the  dollar;  that  the  two  shilling  four  pence  dollar  has 
little  more  purchasing  power  at  present  within  the  peninsula 
than  the  old  dollar  possessed  one,  two  or  more  years  ago ;  and 
that  any  measure  which  would  permit  the  debtor  to  pay  his 
debts  in  a  number  of  new  dollars  smaller  than  the  number  of 
old  dollars  called  for  in  the  contract  would  work  an  injustice  to 
the  creditor,  in  so  far  as  he  should  spend  the  money  received 
within  the  territory  in  which  the  currency  circulates.  This 
argument  certainly  has  weight.  There  is  no  question  that  a  law 
authorizing  the  commutation  of  time  obligations  on  the  basis  of 
the  gold  value  the  British  dollar  would  have  had  in  the  Straits 
Settlements,  had  its  circulation  not  been  discontinued,  would  in 
many  cases  work  hardship  to  the  creditor  class.  When  due 
allowance,  however,  is  given  to  this  consideration,  the  weight  of 
the  argument  appears  to  be  in  the  other  direction.  The  in- 
justice referred  to  would  affect  those  creditors  only  who  are  paid 
during  the  short  period  of  transition  while  prices  are  being  re- 
adjusted to  the  new  unit  of  value,  and  it  would  not  affect  all  of 
them,  but  only  such  as  choose  to  reinvest  their  money  in  the 
Straits  currency  area  during  the  short  period  before  prices  be- 
come readjusted.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  this  readjustment 
of  prices  will  be  accomplished  within  a  comparatively  short 
time ;  in  fact  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Malay  peninsula,  so 
far  as  it  rests  on  the  export  trade,  is  largely  dependent  upon 
this  very  contingency. 

It  appears,  accordingly,  that  the  Straits  Settlements  currency 
reform  is  being  effected  at  the  cost  of  a  great  temporary  dis- 
turbance to  the  country's  trade,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  be- 
sides the  permanent  loss  of  some  portion  of  its  transit  trade ; 
and  that  it  is  working  a  serious  injustice  to  the  debtor  class. 

Without  attempting  to  discuss  the  question  whether  it  would 
not  have  been  wise  for  the  Straits  to  have  gone  immediately 
upon  a  gold  basis  instead  of  following  the  Indian  plan,  let  us  in- 
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quire  whether  it  would  not  have  b< 
largely  the  evil  results  so  far  experien 
to  preserve  most  of  the  principal  feati 
mittee's  plan. 

Although  the  currency  committee  d 
mendations  at  what  sterling  par  the  dc 
fixed,  the  public  generally  believed,  j 
the  par  to  be  adopted  would  be  abot 
now  be  said  authoritatively  that  this  ' 
committee  had  hoped  would  be  esta 
hope  the  officials  of  the  home  country ; 
concurred.  The  definitive  adoption  o 
postponed  only  because  it  was  feared 
silver  might  be  such  as  to  endanger  1 
dollars  at  that  par.  The  weight  and  f 
decided  upon,  seem  to  have  been  as 
The  silver  content  of  the  dollar  was  th 
rency  committee  appear  to  have  reaj 
was  the  alterable  thing ;  this  was  to 
and  to  be  fixed  at  such  a  rate  as  to  a 
bullion  value.'  But,  one  would  natur 
the  procedure  ?  The  bullion  value  oi 
question  of  convenience.  The  bullion 
not  be  so  small  as  to  render  the  coini 
or  to  give  undue  encouragement  to  cc 
as  to  endanger  their  being  melted  do\ 
however,  the  bullion  content  of  a  tokei 
parative  indifference.  The  unit  of  va 
a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance, 
value,  by  their  uneven  effects  upon  th( 
of  commodities  and  upon  wages,  and 
cause  in  the  relations  existing  between 
foundly  affect  the  whole  economic  strt 
value  of  the  precious  metals  have  fre 
tries  to  alter  the  weight  and  fineness  < 

'  Cf.  for  the  attitude  of  Mexico  on  this  subject,  I 
refonna  monetaria  (Mexico,  1905),  pp.  21-26. 
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short  time  Japan,  Mexico  and  the  Philippines  have  taken  meas- 
ures in  this  direction  consequent  on  the  recent  high  price  of 
silver.  The  Straits  Settlements,  however,  afford  the  only  in- 
stance in  recent  monetary  history  of  a  mateNal  alteration  in  the 
unit  of  value  deliberately  made  to  meet  such  a  contingency. 

Suppose  the  British  authorities  had  taken  this  view  of  the 
problem,  what  course  would  they  have  followed?  In  the  first 
place  they  would  probably  have  announced  a  two  shilling  par 
at  the  beginning  as  part  of  the  regular  scheme,  although  such 
an  announcement  would  not  have  been  necessary.  The  pro- 
cedure would  otherwise  have  been  essentially  the  same  as  that 
actually  followed  down  to  about  November  or  December,  1905. 
By  that  time  the  government  had  discontinued  redeeming  the 
old  dollars  and  the  work  of  recoinage  was  completed.  It  was 
at  that  time,  moreover,  clearly  evident  that  the  silver  market 
was  such  as  to  place  a  two  shilling  dollar  containing  416  grains 
of  silver  .900  fine  in  grave  danger  of  the  melting-pot.  As  soon 
as  this  fact  was  realized  the  government  would  have  adopted 
the  course  recently  adopted  by  Mexico,  the  Philippines '  and 
Japan  ;*  it  would  have  taken  measures  for  the  immediate  re- 
coinage  of  the  new  dollars  at  a  much  smaller  fine-silver  content ; 
and  inasmuch  as  this  recoinage  would  yield  a  substantial  seig- 
niorage profit,  and  as  there  would  probably  be  some  reluctance 
at  first  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  receive  the  lighter  weight 
dollar  as  the  equivalent  of  the  old,  the  government  would  have 

'An  act  of  Congress  approved  by  the  president  June  23, 1906,  provides  that  "the 
government  of  the  Philippine  Islands  is  hereby  authorized,  whenever  in  its  opinion 
such  action  is  desirable,  ...  to  change  the  weight  and  fineness  of  the  silver  coins 
authorized  .  .  .  and  may  in  its  discretion  provide  a  weight  and  fineness  proportion- 
ately less  for  subsidiary  coins  than  for  the  standard  Philippine  pesos,  and  may  also  in 
its  discretion  rccoin  any  of  the  existing  coins  of  the  Philipjnne  Islands  at  the  new 
weight  and  fineness  when  such  coins  are  received  into  the  treasury  or  into  the  gold 
standard  fund  of  the  Philippine  Islands;  Provided^  That  the  weight  and  fineness  of 
the  silver  peso  to  be  coined  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not 
\yt  reduced  below  seven  hundred  parts  of  pure  silver  to  three  hundred  of  alloy." 

' "  The  government  has  promulgated  the  law  passed  by  the  diet  last  session  for  re- 
ducing the  size  of  the  50  sen  and  20  ien  silver  pieces.  The  50  sen  piece  will  become 
a  little  larger  than  the  English  shilling  and  the  20  sen  piece  will  be  about  the  sixe  of 
a  sixpence."  Monthly  Report  of  the  Yokohama  Chamber  of  Conunerce,  no.  1 16,  pp. 
3»4. 
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used  this  profit  as  the  nucleus  of  a  £ 
menting  it  perhaps  by  a  temporary  di 
of  the  note  guarantee  fund  and  by 
cient  to  make  th^  reserve  adequate 
new  dollars  would  have  been  made  n 
exchange  as  rapidly  as  they  were  ] 
dollars  would  at  the  same  time  in  like 
for  gold.  Under  such  a  procedure  tl 
dislocation  of  prices ;  the  long  perio 
unsettled  trade  would  have  been  larg 
of  existing  contracts  would  not  have 
with ;  and  the  country  would  have  b 
the  gold  standard  by  the  autumn  of 
better  suited  to  its  permanent  needs  1 

To  the  above  plan,  when  suggeste< 
and  business  men  in  the  Straits  S< 
were  urged :  ( i )  the  difficulty  of  call 
lars  which  by  the  autumn  of  1904 
scattered,  many  of  them  having  gon 
(2)  the  expense  of  the  recoinage;  (3 
ing  a  reserve ;  (4)  the  danger  that  tl 
a  dollar  of  lighter  weight. 

The  first  objection  is  superficial.  ] 
new  Straits  dollar  was  nothing  more  r 
ard  dollar,  which  the  government  l 
another  silver  standard  dollar,  and  w 
it  in  the  silver  it  contained.  The  go\ 
value  for  these  dollars  when  it  placed 
would  not  have  been  a  matter  for  go 
of  the  subsequent  holders  of  them  shi 
or  able  to  exchange  them  for  new 
dollars. 

To  the  objection  concerning  the  ex 
be  replied  that  the  total  expense  of  re 
can  and  British  dollars  was,  according 
1 80 ; '  that  had  the  new  coin  suggeste 

*€/.**  The  Reminting  of  Dollars  in  the  Straits  S 
31,  1905,  p.  1672. 
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and  fineness,  for  example,  of  the  French  five  franc  piece  (25 
grams  .900  fine),  the  government  would  have  realized  on  its 
recoinage  a  net  profit  in  dollars  of  about  $2,000,000,  or  in  ster- 
ling, if  the  seigniorage  were  sold  as  bullion  at  30^.  per  standard 
ounce,  of  about  ;^200,ooo — a  substantial  beginning  in  either 
case  for  a  gold  reserve. 

To  the  objection  of  the  expense  of  establishing  a  gold  reserve 
fund  it  should  be  said  that  the  Straits  Settlements  had  no  public 
debt  in  the  autumn  of  1904,'  that  the  colony  was  prosperous, 
and  that  the  matter  of  the  floating  of  a  loan  of  a  few  hundred 
thousand  pounds  for  an  object  so  vital  to  the  colony's  welfare 
should  have  been  considered  as  a  mere  bagatelle. 

The  last  objection,  vis,,  that  the  public  would  have  been 
averse  to  receiving  a  lighter  weight  coin,  deserves  more  careful 
consideration.  It  will  be  recalled  that  the  scheme  of  currency 
reform  recommended  by  the  Singapore  chamber  of  commerce 
in  August,  1897,  which  contemplated  the  use  of  government 
currency  notes  during  the  period  of  recoinage,*  was  objected  to 
principally  because  of  the  alleged  difficulty  of  inducing  the 
native  holders  of  the  old  dollars,  especially  those  of  the  Fed- 
erated Malay  States,  to  exchange  them  for  a  paper  currency 
with  which  they  were  not  familiar.  This  difficulty,  which  ap- 
pealed strongly  to  the  Straits  currency  committee,^  and  particu- 
larly to  its  chairman,  Sir  David  Barbour,  whose  opinion  was 
based  principally  upon  his  experience  in  India,  is  taken  less 
seriously  by  many  of  the  best  informed  business  men  living  in 
the  colony.*  The  following  extract  from  an  official  report  is 
in  point: 

'  I'he  colony  has  since  contracted  a  considerable  debt  through  the  seizure  of  the 
plant  of  the  Tajong  Pagar  dock  company. 

'  C/.  Straits  Settlements  Currency  Committee,  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Append- 
ices, pp.  107-110. 

'  C/.  Straits  Settlements  Currency  Committee,  Report,  p.  12. 

*  C/.  Report  of  the  Singapore  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  Year  1905,  pp.  v,  vi; 
and  The  Currency :  Singapore  Chamber  of  Conmierce  Letter  to  Government,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1902,  p.  5. 
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The  consent  of  the  home  authorities  was 
of  a  goverament  note  currency  for  the  cc 
States,  and  steps  were  taken  in  that  year 
.  .  .  The  new  notes  were  first  issued  c 
circulation  by  July  lo  was  |i, 118,000, 
13,820,000.]  They  at  once  circulated 
and  the  Federated  Malay  States,  and  thi 
ited  by  the  supplies  received  from  Engla 

These  government  notes  at  the  prest 
lation  throughout  the  Malay  peninsu] 
1906,  their  total  circulation  amounte 
they  are  extremely  popular  everywh 
government  notes  affords  strong  rea 
difficulty  would  have  been  experienc< 
silver  coins.*  British  administration 
and  of  the  Federated  Malay  States  hs 
this  the  Chinaman,  the  Malay  and 
they  all  have  the  utmost  confident 
lighter  weight  coin  backed  by  the  g 
in  gold  or  gold  exchange  on  demai 
have  passed  freely  into  circulation  < 
been  coined. 

Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

1  Report  of  the  Governor  of  the  Straits  SetUem 

■For  a  number  of  years  the  t¥«nty-five  gn 

throughout  the  Philippine  Islands  at  par  with  the 

coin  among  the  Filipinos  and  the  Chinese,  and  \ 

although  the  government  never  agreed  to  redeem 
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The  Political  History  of  England  to  ro66.    By  THOMAS  HODG- 
KiN.     Longmans,  Green  and  Co.,  New  York,  1906. — ^xxii,  528  pp. 

The  Political  History  of  England,  12 16-1377.     By  T.  F.  TOUT. 
Longmans,  Green  and  Co.,  New  York,  1906. — ^xxiv,  496  pp. 

The  first  volume  of  The  Political  History  of  England ^  issued  under 
the  editorship  of  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Poole,  will  have  more  than  ordinary 
interest  for  the  student  on  account  of  the  previous  historical  preoccupa- 
tions of  the  author,  Dr.  Thomas  Hodgkin.  He  is  the  first  of  the  many 
historians  of  this  early  period  to  approach  his  subject  principally  from 
the  direction  of  Rome  and  the  continent.  An  assiduous  student  of  one 
important  aspect  of  the  Germanic  migrations  and  the  dissolution  of  the 
Roman  empire,  Dr.  Hodgkin  has  not  been  able  to  dismiss  ancient 
Britain  and  the  Roman  occupation  with  a  few  pages,  as  did  Stubbs, 
Freeman  and  Green.  On  the  contrary,  he  devotes  upwards  of  one 
hundred  pages  to  that  portion  of  his  field  and  with  eminently  satis- 
factory results.  Furthermore  he  does  not  find  it  necessary  to  dwell 
very  long  on  the  Teutonic  fatherland  of  the  English  nation  :  the  reason 
for  this  is  made  apparent  by  his  conclusion  that  perhaps  *'  we  should 
accept  and  glory  in  the  term  Anglo-Celt  rather  than  Anglo-Saxon  as  the 
fitting  designation  of  our  race."  Neither  does  our  author  feel  it  in- 
cumbent upon  him  to  describe  the  '*  peculiar  political  institutions'* 
which  the  Teutons  had  before  their  advent  on  the  soil  of  Britain ;  in 
other  words  we  have  left  the  **  German  forests."  However,  Dr.  Hodg- 
kin believes  that  the  depression  of  the  free  ceorl  was  a  part  of  the  his- 
torical process  in  Anglo-Saxon  times.  The  authority  on  which  he  bases 
this  conclusion  is  not  very  convincing,  because  in  the  main  it  consists 
of  two  rather  uncertain  fragments  of  Anglo-Saxon  laws  which,  it  seems, 
he  accepts  without  due  caution.  He  assumes  that  the  **twelve-hynde 
man  "  section,  which  Thorpe  prints  at  the  end  of  the  laws  of  Edward 
and  Guthrum,  is  older  than  the  "  North  people's  law,"  and  argues  that 
because  the  latter  values  the  ceorl zX  forty  shillings  less  than  the  former, 
there  has  been  a  decline  in  status.  This  looks  sound  enough,  but  it 
happens  that  we  do  not  know  which  of  the  two  laws  is  the  older  or 
whether  they  apply  to  the  same  part  of  England  at  different  periods. 
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AlaB  etnft  Lkbennflnn  m  hk  critical  edttioti  of  tlie' 
■■  1«#re^lifede  ntaii'*  tect»oo  away  fnmi   the   laws  of 
fkithnim  and  placts  it,  for  remMos  not  fct  assLgticd,  mm 
ats.     In  view  of  the  txitcertam  dating  and  meant 
I  lmm%  U  »eetn«  that  Dr.  Hodgkin  has  made  hete  a  i 
too  bfKc  for  tfae  evidence.  fl 

Anedber  fnpanent  ul  the  I'entonic  theory  lingers  m  oar 
d  tlifi  AiifViySuion  tt't/dff,  who,  he  maintatns,  had  a  '*  p 
£n  the  electiofli  ol  the  king"  (p.  233),  Though  to  a 
I  alien  lion  to  the  di  vetg^m  view?  of  Mr.  Chadwick^  he 
largely  on  the  kngnage  of  the  ChroDicle.  Now  t 
I  for  believing  that  this  source  properly  understood 
theory*  Again  and  again  we  read  in  the  Chronkle  thai  a 
ceded  to  hta  ancestral  throne  without  any  mention  of  electi 
mm  do  read  about  an  **  etectlon  '*  it  is  generally  under  1 
dtcumitances  as  to  lead  us  to  susjiect  that  it  did  not  amc 
For  example,  accord  ing  to  the  Chronicle^  CntJt  was  **  choj 

There  arc  soreve  ^'agwe  statements  that  will  give  ttie  lay 
impmiionjf  rather  than  help  Kim.  For  ejcample,  in  co; 
ibt  CQftvenion  of  Northumbiia  oar  author  states  that  the 
of  the  *'  nation/'  because  the  king  associated  his  mimm 
making  the  decision.  This  assumption  that  the  ruJing  cl 
tjcal  with  the  nation  is  constantly  made  by  Freeman, 
nreeti ;  but  it  is  now  time  that  scholars  should  be  more  pr 
terminology.  Again  our  author  says  that  **  though  feudal 
was  not  materialized  in  England,  the  spirit  that  prompted 
air"  (p.  441  ).  Surely  this  statemeot  would  not  enltghte 
eral  rearier  "  to  whom  this  series  especially  appeals. 

Dr.  Hodgkin's  narrative  is  readable,  accurate  and  well  p 
Half  of  it  is  devoted  to  the  story  before  Egbert's  day  ;  ALfr 
(ajets  fifty  pages  ;  Cnut  and  Edward  the  Confessor  fifty 
Anglo-Saxon  legislation  another  fifty.  While  in  general 
especially  the  first  part»  is  well  written,  the  average  rcadej 
less  firid  the  quotations  from  the  sources  too  long  and  not 
sifted  and  digested  by  the  author.  The  same  criticism  af 
such  sections  of  the  work  as  deal  with  institutions,  for  < 
[mges  ilevoted  to  the  hundred  rourt  (pp.  427-429).  Th 
the  lK)i>k  ciealing  with  Roman  Britain  is  decidedly  the  I 
mure  artistically  tjalanced  and  shows  a  greater  mastery 
terials  and  the  problems  of  construction  than  do  the  other 

The  third  volume  of  the  series ,  covering  the  period  f roi 
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Charter  to  the  death  of  Edward  III,  is  by  Professor  Tout  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Manchester,  whom  previous  works  and  stray  studies  published 
hooL  time  to  time  in  the  English  Historical  Review  have  shown  to  be 
well  oriented  in  the  field  allotted  to  him.  The  century  and  a  half  dur- 
ing which  these  four  sovereigns  ruled  was  filled  with  wars,  treasons  and 
murders,  and  Professor  Tout  has  done  this  aspect  of  his  subject  full 
justice.  There  are  more  than  six  hundred  topics  given  in  the  table  of 
contents  and  over  two  hundred  are  of  this  grewsome  sort.  This 
was  also  the  age  in  which  Oxford  and  its  colleges  grew  up,  in 
which  Roger  Bacon  wrote,  the  friars  labored,  Edward  I  legislated  and 
Parliament  took  general  form,  and  in  which  Chaucer,  Langland,  Frois- 
sart  and  Wycliffe  worked  or  began  work.  Nevertheless  the  legislation 
of  the  English  Justinian  is  disposed  of  in  some  ten  pages ;  the  coming 
of  the  friars,  the  rise  of  the  universities  and  the  studies  of  Bacon,  in 
thirteen  pages ;  and  kindred  topics  with  the  same  brevity.  It  is  fair  to 
say,  however,  that  the  author  is  not  responsible  for  this  historical  per- 
spective but  is  executing  the  design  of  the  editors. 

Professor  Tout  has  done  his  work  well ;  his  volume  is  essentially  mili- 
tary and  narrative  history,  accurate  enough  and  full  enough,  it  may  be 
hoped,  to  satisfy  students  and  general  readers  for  many  a  decade. 
There  are  two  maps  of  special  value  on  the  Welsh  march  and  the  Scotch 
border.  The  narrative  is  based  upon  the  best  secondary  authorities 
and  is  everywhere  strengthened  by  critical  reference  to  sources,  so  that 
on  the  score  of  accuracy  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  its  trustworthi- 
ness. There  is  only  now  and  then  a  glimpse  of  tendency,  as  for  ex- 
ample on  page  375,  where  the  author  says  that  the  monks  in  135 1  were 
**  already  getting  out  of  touch  with  the  national  life  " — a  general  state- 
ment difficult  to  prove.  Owing  to  his  constant  dealing  with  person- 
alities. Professor  Tout,  following  in  the  wake  of  Qlustrious  authorities, 
feels  called  upon  to  delineate  characters ;  and  while  he  is  as  successful 
as  other  historians,  one  cannot  help  being  reminded  of  Voltaire's 
famous  sentence  :  *•  As  for  portraits  of  men,  they  are  nearly  all  crea- 
tions of  fancy.''  Professor  Tout  gives  the  usual  favorable  account  of 
Edward  I,  concluding  that  few  '*  mediseval  kings  had  a  higher  sense  of 
justice  or  a  more  strict  regard  to  his  plighted  word."  Now  this  is  a 
literary  device  rather  than  science ;  mediaeval  kings  generally  did  not 
have  a  very  strict  regard  for  their  word  where  their  interests  were  in- 
volved ;  and  this  measuring  of  kings  against  one  another  without  regard 
to  the  concrete  circumstances  in  which  they  worked  gives  us  little  that 
is  real  or  valuable.  Quite  another  impression  could  be  given  of  Edward 
I  and  yet  be  founded  strictly  on  fact ;  for  he  sought  steadily  to  evade 
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the  limftatinm  imposed  by  the  banxns ;  he  violated ,  as  Frofi 
admits,  the  spirit  of  his  oathi ;  and  he  eiren  procored  &  ptii{ttl 
Racne  absolving  him  from  hii  promUes  of  1 297. 

Chamus 


ji 


Tk€  Cumbriiig^r  Modem  Historj,  Ptanncd  by  the 
Acton*  Edited  by  A,  W.  WAitu,  G,  W,  Protkero  am 
Lumcts,  Vol.  IX:  Nappkm.  New  York.  The  Macm 
J906.— xxvlU,  946  pp. 
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The  chiQOological  Hmits  of  this  new  volume  of  a  noir 
cooperative  work  are,  on  the  one  hand,  the  beglnniog  of  the 
jti  1799  aod,  OD  the  other,  the  close  of  the  Congress  of  Vicnn 
It  will  be  noted  therefore  that  the  earlier  part  of  the  career 
tmonJimiTy  nmn  from  whom  the  volume  appropriately  tak^  % 
already  found  a  place  among  the  l hapten  de\-oted  to  the  Fi« 
lution ,  where  one  must  turn  for  an  account  of  Bonapaj^te's  rij 
1  talbn  and  h£i  Egypiian  campaign  and  hi»  supplanting  of  the 
on  the  19th  Bnimaire.  The  no\el  order  in  which  the  editor 
ranged  their  maicriaJ — the  way  in  which  they  have  met  the  e 
fioilty  which  Insets  the  historical  wrtter  of  reconciling  the  di 
chronological  sequence  with  the  temptations  toward  a  c!e 
treatment — first  attracts  the  reader's  attention.  The  volume  c 
a  sur\*ey  of  the  internal  hbtor)^  of  France  under  the  Consula 
is  followed  by  a  sudden  retrogression  to  the  early  years  of 
Paul  I  i  as  an  introduction  to  an  account  of  the  singular  condu 
monarch  in  Kurof>ean  affairs  and  the  general  [lacffication  c 
which  shortly  followed  his  death.  After  a  chapter  on  the  dep< 
of  France,  especially  Switzerland » the  internal  affairs  of  France 
more  taken  up  and  the  course  of  events  is  traced  down  to  the 
of  1814,  Ihere  follow  three  topical  chapters:  one  on  the 
Mr*  H.  A.  L.  Fisher  ;  another  on  the  concordats  and  NapoJei 
eral  relations  with  the  papacy  by  Mr*  Wickham-Tvegg  ;  a  third  c 
Command  of  the  Sea.  1S03-1S15/*  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Wibon.  1 
succeeding  chapters  cover  the  general  history  of  Europe  from 
1 809  J  after  which  Mr.  Rose  discusses  the  Continental  system  fr 
to  1814.  We  are  then  carried  back  to  review  the  developmen 
several  French  dependencies  and  Switzerland  during  the  whol 
covered  hy  the  volume  ;  after  which  Mr,  Oman  appears,  intro 
to  Arthur  Wellesley  and  does  not  leave  us  until  that  distinguish 
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mander  has  entered  France  as  Wellington.  The  arrangement  of  the 
concluding  chapters  is  more  conventional — the  Russian  campaign,  the 
war  in  Germany ,  the  first  restoration,  the  earlier  sessions  of  the  Con- 
gress of  Vienna,  the  Hundred  Days,  the  close  of  the  Congress.  Room 
is  then  found  for  an  account  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  from  the 
opening  of  the  revolutionary  wars  in  1792  to  their  close  in  1815  and 
for  a  second  chapter  on  the  changes  in  the  British  empire  at  large  dur- 
ing this  same  period.  The  volume  closes  with  a  short  account  of  Na- 
poleon's sojourn  on  St.  Helena  and  his  apologia.  This  order  of  treat- 
ment may  not  be  exceptionally  felicitous  from  a  literary  standpoint ; 
but  few  will  receive  their  first  ideas  of  Napoleon  from  this  volume,  and 
to  one  who  is  already  familiar  with  the  story  the  arrangement  will 
recommend  itself. 

As  for  the  contributors,  there  are  several  familiar  names — ^those  of 
writers  who  have  had  a  hand  in  the  preceding  volumes — ^but  the  in- 
ternal history  of  France  has  very  properly  been  turned  over  to  Professor 
Pariset  of  Nancy,  while  Professor  Guilland  of  Zurich  has  dealt  with  the 
more  general  European  history  under  the  Consulate.  Major-General 
August  Keim,  of  the  German  army,  describes  the  war  of  1809;  the 
Russian  invasion  has  been  assigned  to  Professor  Stschepkin  of  Odessa, 
and  the  War  of  Liberation  to  Dr.  Pfiugk-Harttung,  formerly  professor 
of  history  at  Basel.  Among  the  English  writers  of  approved  ability, 
Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr.  Oman  are  conspicuous. 

It  is  impossible  to  review  such  a  volume  in  detaQ.  The  separate 
chapters  might,  it  is  true,  be  criticised,  but  they  contain  quite  unim- 
peachable information  and  there  is  little  tendency  to  indulge  in  de- 
batable speculation.  The  volume  is  but  another  example  of  the 
strength  and  weakness  of  the  system  adopted  for  the  whole  work ;  and 
this  has  already  been  discussed  in  a  previous  issue  of  the  Poutical  Sci- 
ence Quarterly  (vol.  xviii,  pp.  681  et  seq,). 

J.  H.  Robinson. 

The  Negro  and  the  Nation:  A  History  of  American  Slavery 
and  Enfranchisement.  By  George  S.  Merriam.  New  York,  Henry 
Holt  &  Co.,  1906. — 436  pp. 

This  book  at  once  suggests  comparison  with  John  C.  Reed's  The 
Brothers^  War^  published  last  year.  Both  deal  with  the  same  subject, 
the  negro  influence  in  American  history,  and  in  both  the  treatment  is 
calm  and  philosophical,  as  befits  books  written  by  men  of  wide  reading 
and  experience.     It  must  be  said  that  the  earlier  work  is  more  original, 
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aod  that  it  sugpsH  a  mont  jndtdil  i 
kept  hh  atteDtioo  fixed  upon  the  m 
foUtks  to  bide  the  colored  brother  a 
httduieyed  tabfcct  in  a  mm  w«f ,  exhilb 
old  And  well- trodden  palfat  to  Cuntlkr 
ii  dcTcpled  to  the  potitkal  hittor)^  oi  th 
this  is  luumted  from  the  ethical  point 
thii  fan  of  the  book  is  fattly  Aceur&te 
knowledge  nor  b  the  philosophy  sound 
pro-tUvrry  and  anu-tkiirerf  are  almost 
early  hmtocy  ;  most  cte  seetnt  to  hinge 
dsveiy  fortes  in  ante-bdlum  temtioi 
ItOQbles  the  admiDt&tration  lide  «as  a 
gets  no  tort  of  justice.  He  overlod 
anti-ftkveTy  ffpint  in  the  Sooth  and  We 
Hani  thftii  to  ftociml  and  econoniic  mti 

After  dHmiDg  that  the  North  and  S( 
econorokatly  unlike «  he  declares  that 
the  United  States  was  a  **  oatitm,"     I 
arc  tho§e  of   1861^5.     Secession  he 
only  the  «ui>crficial  aspects  of  the  situat 
trial  forces  supporting  the  movement* 
perate  measure  taken   mainly  to  prei 
shown,  of  course,  that  the  South  was 
o(  war  ami  reconstruction,  the  Sou  then 
and  fought  for,  rrs.,  the  relations  betwt 
Stephens    in    the    much    misunderstoo 
assuming  that  Stephens's  "corner  stoi 
Merttam  manifests  his  lack  of  acquai: 
aspects  of  his  subject. 

On  Reconstniction  his  views  are  sor 
demns  the  radical  ]>o]icy,  analyzes  at 
scalawags  and  carpet-baggers,  and  tb< 
leader  I  ess  whites  might  have  controlled 
the  effort^  by  controlling  the  negroes. 
to  do  m  several  states,  but  the  attem; 
Its  success  was  clearly  impossible  so  1 
power.  On  the  **  black  laws/'  which  h 
Blaine  rather  than  Burgess,  although  fc 
has  read  none  of  these  laws  nor  any  1 
whites.     It  seems  also  that  he  is  nnac 
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later  days.  For  the  ^ts  about  Reconstruction  Mr.  Merriam  accepts 
the  testimony  of  the  radical  side  and  rejects  that  of  the  other  side,  even 
clearing  the  Ames  government  in  Mississippi  on  the  statements  of  two 
carpet-baggers.  Following  such  authorities  he  naturally  finds  that  most 
of  the  deviltry  of  Reconstruction  was  on  the  side  of  the  whites,  and  that 
for  this  there  was  no  justification.  He  here  holds  a  brief  for  the  recon- 
structionists.  He  does  not  understand  why  there  should  have  been  any 
fear  of  ''negro  domination"  after  1876.  He  shows  no  knowledge  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  negroes  have  been  manipulated  since  that 
eventful  year.  In  describing  the  new  disfranchising  constitutions  the 
objectionable  temporary  clauses  are  dealt  with  as  permanent.  In  short, 
the  entire  account  of  p>olitical  conditions  in  the  South  is  superficial  and 
shows  a  lack  of  exact  information. 

The  best  part  of  the  book  will  be  found  in  the  numerous  character 
sketches  of  prominent  leaders  in  the  nineteenth-century  sectional  con- 
troversies. Of  these  sketches  there  are  about  twenty — ^from  Webster, 
Clay  and  Calhoun  to  Garrison  and  John  Brown.  The  author's  esti- 
mates are  fair  and  judicial,  in  most  cases  sympathetic,  never  par- 
tisan. Mr.  Merriam  can  understand  and  describe  men  much  better 
than  the  principles  they  advocate. 

The  negro  in  this  book  is  a  vague  sort  of  a  person,  whose  main  busi- 
ness is  to  cause  a  political  situation.  To  "  Slavery  as  it  Was  "  fourteen 
pages  are  given — a  curious  mixture  of  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  Kemble, 
Smedes,  Olmstead,  etc.  To  Mr.  Merriam  slavery  was  sinful  and  bad 
for  all ;  freedom  therefore  must  be  the  opposite.  If  he  will  only  read 
the  census  volumes,  he  will  fiiKl  that  the  average  free  negro  has  not 
been  as  efficient  as  the  average  slave.  He  can  learn  the  same  thing  by 
talking  to  a  Black  Belt  planter  or  by  going  over  the  accounts  of  a 
plantation.  It  is  true  that  the  Southern  white  usually  knows  little  of 
the  upper  thousandth  of  progressive  blacks ;  Mr.  Merriam  knows  only 
of  these,  and  generalizes  accordingly.  There  is  little  evidence  of  any 
practical  knowledge  of  the  various  race  problems ;  to  Mr.  Merriam  there 
are  none.  Slavery  is  the  scapegoat,  and  to  it  and  to  the  failure  of  the 
South  to  hold  proper  views  about  it  most  complications  are  due.  The 
author's  views  appear  to  be  those  of  a  man  who  has  read  much  and  seen 
little  of  the  things  about  which  he  reads  and  writes.  Like  objections 
may  be  made  to  his  conception  of  the  Southern  social  system.  Here 
again  is  the  old  story :  aristocracy  and  poor  whites  were  distinct  classes 
in  the  ante-bellum  system ;  the  latter  was  under  control  of  the  former, 
and  was  "  led  into  revolution,"  etc.  Reasoning  from  conditions  found 
in  Boston  or  New  Haven  he  finds  no  cause  for  the  race  separation 
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iipao  ^  tilt  South.     Morr  and  morct  he  ^a^«  do  die  a 
fipmcQtatms  o(  both  rmcet  misfle  socialJx  in  the  North,  aad 
fucms  Ibe  South  thai  in  poiitioii  m  feg^xd  to  socU  separaike 
ncci  Qiuftt  be  mod  tiled.     That  their  are  any   icml  dificaldei 
«if ,  any  fundanscntal  question*  of  iw^,  be  does  not  admit* 

Ai  to  the  geneml  tone  of  the  boolt.  It  may  be  said  that  «hi 
vieira  let  forth  afe  those  of  a  genemtiofi  ago,  merely  somewhtf 
oated  131  tbeif  form  of  slaieniem,  yet  the  author's  jndfiiiaii 
expfenioQs  of  of^iitiofi  are  rcnurkabty  free  from  poitisan  fetlfo 
CSODOt  be  taid  that  be  tt  lympathetic,  for  he  docs  not  ondcrstsii: 
tte  kfaidty  mteotioa  u  always  evklemt  a!tboagb  at  times  it»  t^n 
tioQi  are  Irntatingly  patronumg.  Coruiderttig  that  the  aatbof  9 
ooily  eDdeavors  to  give  an  impartial  treatment,  to  oaaiotaiii 
atlitade,  one  regret*  that  be  did  doC  tee  fit  to  base  his  woik  i 
thurotigh  inveitlgatjon  of  the  iiiblect.  For  in  these  days  cf 
booki  OD  the  rate  problem,  a  writer  rnwsx  first  be  £air- minded  m 
10  wffte  of  Southern  hkcJcs  and  whites,  and  next  be  ought  R 
Degro  or  a  Southern  white ,  or  one  who  hat  at  least  seen  someth 
these  people  and  their  wa)^.  Interest  in  a  problem  does  not  < 
a  penoB  to  wnte  about  it. 

Walter  L,  Floii 

La  c^nstitucihi  de   tS^y  y  las  leyes   dt  refarma  en  Mi 

Eiludio   histurirO'Sociol6gico.      For    Ricardo    Gakcia    Gra> 
Me^ticOi  Tipografla  Econ^mka,  1906. — 13  S  pp, 

Tcmf^ienile  and  well-balanced  tieatises  on  the  constitutional  h 
of  the  L^ tin-American  republics  are  so  rare  that  when  one  appe 
merits  a  tonsideraliyn  quite  out  of  prof>ortion  to  its  size.  Prepaj 
connection  with  the  celebration  of  the  hundredth  anniversary  c 
birth  of  Benito  JuareZp  the  present  essay  of  Seiior  Garcia,  a  meml 
the  Federal  Congress,  deals  with  the  most  important  and  inten 
episodes  in  the  constitutional  development  of  the  republic  of  Mc 

Beginning  with  a  discussion  of  the  plan  of  Ayutla  of  1854  a 
preliminary  to  the  final  overthrow  of  Santa  Anna  and  the  adopti 
the  constitution  of  1S57,  the  author  proceeds  to  describe  the  pol 
parties  of  the  time.  He  emphasises,  in  particular,  the  lark  of  ban 
amoog  the  liberalsand  the  pernicious  influence  of  the  Conserv\itii 
an  influence  directed  by  the  military  and  the  clergy  to  the  ma  inter 
of  their  exceptional  privileges  and  to  keeping  the  bulk  of  the  Me 
people  in  an  abject  ignorance  altogether  commensurate  with  their  ma 
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backwardness.  The  work  of  the  Constituent  Congress  in  framing  the 
constitution  of  1857,  the  revolution  that  ensued,  and  the  radical 
reform  laws  of  1859  which  provided  for  the  separation  of  church  and 
state,  the  secularization  of  ecclesiastical  property  and  the  abolition  of 
the  religious  orders,  are  then  treated  at  length.  The  remainder  of  the 
book  is  given  over  to  an  examination  of  the  p>olitical,  economic,  moral 
and  intellectual  results  of  the  constitution  and  the  reform  laws,  after 
the  retirement  of  the  French  in  1867  had  made  it  possible  to  put  these 
measures  into  operation. 

In  the  opinion  of  Senor  Garcia,  the  chief  defects  of  the  constitution 
are  the  grant  of  universal  suffrage  to  a  people  wholly  unprepared  for  it 
and  the  undue  subordination  of  the  executive  to  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  government.  This  legal  subjection  of  the  presidency  has  been 
converted  by  the  peculiar  circtunstances  of  the  Mexican  republic  into  a 
practical  dictatorship  which,  as  administered  by  Juarez  and  Diaz,  has 
proved  beneficent  beyond  expectation.  On  the  other  hand  the  exer- 
cise of  universal  suffrage  under  executive  supervision  and  control  has 
placed  the  actual  management  of  public  affairs  in  the  hands  of  the 
educated  classes.  The  situation  thus  produced  by  the  agency  of  forces 
outside  of  the  constitution  ought  to  be  recognized  in  the  organic  law 
itself,  declares  the  author,  by 

vesting  the  rights  of  active  citizenship  exclusively  in  those  who  possess  the 
knowledge  essential  for  the  comprehension  and  fulfilment  of  the  obligations 
it  entails  ;  and  also  by  amplifying  the  powers  of  the  president  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  convert  his  virtual  independence  of  the  legislative  into  a 
legal  reality  [p.  125]. 

The  facts  and  arguments  employed  in  showing  how  the  separation  of 
church  and  state,  with  its  accompanying  seizure  of  the  ecclesiastical 
estates,  has  conduced  to  the  moral,  intellectual  and  material  advantage 
of  Mexico,  do  not  differ  in  substance  from  those  hitherto  used  in 
France  by  the  advocates  of  the  same  policy.  The  primary  object  in 
Mexico,  however,  seems  to  have  been  the  gain  of  adherents  to  the 
Liberal  cause  by  a  general  distribution  of  the  church  lands  among  a 
comparatively  large  number  of  persons.  A  secondary  purpose,  the 
establishment  of  peasant  proprietorships,  was  not  realized  to  the  extent 
that  might  have  been  desired.  While  discussing  this  subject,  also, 
Sefior  Garcia  points  with  patriotic  pride  to  the  act  of  the  commission 
of  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  in  embodying  in  their  report 
on  the  relation  of  church  and  state  several  of  the  most  important  arti- 
cles in  the  Mexican  law  of  1859. 
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to  the  kflt  tliree  chapusfs  the  socai^V 
tioft  since  aQciei3t  times  of  the  idea  ol 
in  mAttem  of  public  co 
dniwii  between  the  |>o]itJcal  co 
oomilne^  uutsule  of  latin  Am  erica, 
out  lessening  the  force  of  the  autboi 
Si^Hor  Clanrta  allow   his    tiberal  symp 
MS^  thb  when  he  asserts  that  the  Freo 
the  ckrgy  and  the  Conservatives  as  a 
and  privileges  (p.   70).      Assuredly 
provocatiun  lo  calt  his  ambitkHi*  \ 
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TlU   Girmam   Empin.      By   Bui 
New  York,  The  MacmiUan  Co.,  ]$< 

We  have  long  needed  a  simple  st 
federal  constitutional  bw,  and  this  Mr 
and,  it  mtuit  be  confessed,  inadequate 
cedent  of  the  founding  of  the  Germ 
fthort  chapter  to  the  relations  between 
He  then  takes  up  the  '*  Kaiser/'  the  ' 
••Imperial  Legislation,"  the  "  Impc 
under  the  Cieiman  Kmpire,"  and  th 
Empire."  There  follows  a  chapter  o 
already  appeared  in  the  Poutical  Sci 
stituiion  and  Imperial  Finance  "  are  t 
the  book  closes  with  a  long  chapter  01 
pire."  In  an  appendix  an  English  tn 
tion  is  given. 

It  is  clear  that  the  writer  is  famtll 
his  subject^  both  historical  and  legal 
limit  his  presentation,  for  the  most  pa 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Cierman  cons 
He  makes  no  effort  either  to  place 
or  to  suggest  the  theoretical  develop 
l^band  such  fascinating  reading  ;  nc 
his  subject  by  making  any  of  the  coi 
themselves  between  the  German  fede 
is  well   known  to  all   students  of   con 
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those  particular  traits  which  we  have  been  wont  to  regard  as  essential 
to  a  successful  federation  were  not  recognized  by  the  founders  of  the 
German  constitution.  There  is,  for  example,  the  most  startling  dif- 
ference between  the  constitutional  r61e  of  our  supreme  court,  which  has 
always  been  properly  recognized  as  an  organic  and  indispensable  feature 
of  our  federation,  and  the  position  of  the  Reiehsobergericht  2X  Leipzig, 
whose  part  in  the  moulding  of  the  constitutional  law  of  Germany  is 
negligible.  Then  there  is  the  prerogative  and  duty  of  the  Bundesrath 
to  adjust  internal  constitutional  conflicts  in  the  several  states  of  the 
union.  This  right,  as  it  has  been  interpreted,  would  have  been  declared 
by  the  founders  of  our  constitution  to  be  subversive  of  the  whole  federal 
principle.  Mr.  Burt  could,  therefore,  easily  have  written  two  volumes 
instead  of  one ;  but  he  has  done  well  what  he  chose  to  do,  and  his 
readers  may  be  confident  that  they  are  getting  from  his  book  the  same 
impressions  of  the  fundamental  provisions  of  the  constitution  which 
they  would  derive  from  the  elaborate  treatises  of  von  Ronne,  Laband, 
Meyer,  Schulze,  Haenel,  Zom  and  the  rest. 

J.  H.  R. 

La   constitution  juridique    de   l* empire    colonial    Britannique. 
Par  H.  Speyer.     Paris,  A.  Rousseau,  1906. — ^viii,  337  pp. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  interesting  spectacles  to  the  student  of 
political  science  is  the  making  of  a  new  state.  Such  is  the  phenom- 
enon which  Mr.  Speyer  has  attempted  to  describe  in  the  book  before 
us.  No  one,  it  is  true,  who  makes  a  study  of  the  British  colonial 
empire  can  fail  to  see  the  many  resemblances  which  it  bears  to  a 
federal  state  :  but  it  has  remained  for  Mr.  Speyer  to  show  how  highly 
developed  is  the  feeling  among  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
self-governing  colonies  in  favor  of  some  closer  union ;  what  are  the 
organs,  however  rudimentary  they  still  may  be,  in  whose  establish- 
ment this  feeling  has  found  expression ;  and  what  difficulties  are  likely 
to  be  encountered  in  the  attempt  to  express  this  feeling  more  em- 
phatically in  the  organization  of  still  more  powerful  imperial  govern- 
mental organs. 

Notwithstanding  the  outburst  of  pan- British  patriotism  occasioned 
by  the  late  war  in  South  Africa,  Mr.  Speyer  thinks  that  there  is  at 
present  no  insistent  demand  for  a  closer  political  union,  and  that ''  the 
study  of  the  form  and  powers  eventually  to  be  given  to  a  federal 
organization  has  hardly  even  been  begtm"  (p.  327).  Indeed,  the 
only  organs  which  can  be  said  to  be  in  any  way  representative  of  the 
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empbe  IS  A  whole  aie  the  )ud1c£&l  cc 
whbch  ttt  regiikr)y  judges  appointed  ; 
coofereocet  which  takes  place  peri* 
most  tmpoitani  publk  men  of  the 
•ante  tiine,  Mr.  Speyer  points  out  I 
intctestB  is  becoming  clearer  to  bo 
paitktilarly  iti  the  domain  of  tmpei 
belief  tn  the  necessity  of  harmoDiouj 
pf  the  empire.  Indeed^  the  commiti 
b^  Lend  Saliibotj  has  been  reorgant 
«•  lo  permit  representatives  of  the  c 
and  soch  repiescntativcs  have  alread 

Mr.  Speyer *&  book  calls  attention 
consider  At  ion  of  the  law  in  the  eolonj 
principles  of  the  English  bw,  wbk 
the  colonies  the  law  which  they  ori| 
has  taken  pUce,  not  tJirough  any  act 
in  thk  matter  almost  absolute  indepc 
ooknttes,  but  through  the  acttan  of  t 
Hmuelvci*     In  last  analysii  it  has 
entirely  r  to  the  sense  of  kinship  a 
appears  to  be  felt  by  all  portions  of 
feeling  has  of  course  become  keener  c 
of  the  empire  have,  notwithstanding 
been  brought  close  together  througt 
means  of  transportation  and  commu] 
the  last  century. 

Before  closing  this  notice  of  Mr,  S 
the  principles  of  imperii! I  federation, 
be  called  to  the  clear  and  entertaini 
bin's  campaign  for  this  principle,  and 
sary  attack  on  the  doctrine  of  free  ti 
been  so  dear  to  the  English  heart. 

While  Mr.  Speyer 's  book  has  been 
ing  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the 
federation ,  the  fuJiilmeDt  of  the  antho 
the  writing  of  a  description  of  the  o 
British  colonial  system.  Furthermore 
his  subject  exhaustively  has  made  neo 
British  colonial  system  from  both  the  t 
The  result  is  that,  apart  from  its  bes 
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federation,  the  book  is  one  of  the  best  that  we  have  on  the  British  col- 
onies. Indeed  there  is  hardly  any  book  which  approaches  it  in  its 
treatment  of  the  legal  conditions  in  colonial  Britain.  It  is  accordingly 
of  value,  not  only  to  students  of  general  political  science,  to  whom  the 
phenomenon  of  the  development  of  a  new  state  will  be  a  most  welcome 
object  of  study,  but  also  to  students  in  the  narrower  field  of  colonial 
problems,  who  can  hardly  fail  to  be  enlightened  by  a  consideration, 
based  on  the  investigation  of  the  most  recent  pertinent  ^ts,  of  the 
British  methods  of  solving  these  problems. 

F.  J.   GOODNOW. 

Der  Bimdesstaatsbegriff  in  den  Vereinigten  Staaten  von  AmerikUy 
von  ihrer  Unabhangigkeit  bis  zum  Kompromiss  von  1850.  Von 
Ernst  Moll.     Ztirich,  Schulthess  und  Co.,  1905. — 209  pp. 

This  is  a  study  in  American  constitutional  law  by  a  German  scholar, 
consisting  mainly  of  a  review  of  the  early  theories  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  federal  union.  Although  brief  in  its  compass  it  is  done 
with  characteristic  German  thoroughness,  and  shows  evidence  of  wide 
research  and  a  familiarity  with  the  literature  of  American  constitutional 
law  rarely  found  in  foreign  treatises  on  American  history  and  political 
institutions.  It  is  remarkably  free  from  the  errors  which  often  char- 
acterize the  attempts  of  European  writers  to  explain  the  constitutional 
relations  between  the  union  and  the  individual  states.  For  these 
qualities  it  deserves  high  praise,  although  it  is  hardly  entitled  to  be 
ranked  as  a  distinct  contribution  to  the  subject  with  which  it  deals.  It 
is  rather  a  systematic  presentation  of  the  opinions  of  the  '*  fathers  " 
and  of  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  under  the  domination  of 
Marshall,  than  an  independent  treatise  on  the  nature  of  the  federal 
union. 

The  author  begins  his  study  with  a  brief  discussion  of  the  relation 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  the  relation  of  the 
colonies  to  one  another  and  the  nature  of  the  confederation.  He  then 
reviews  the  origin  of  the  constitution  and  explains  the  nature  of  the 
federal  system  of  government  created  by  it,  giving  particular  emphasis 
to  the  relation  of  the  federal  and  state  courts,  the  rules  of  constitutional 
interpretation,  the  power  of  the  supreme  court  to  declare  statutes 
unconstitutional  and  the  right  of  appeal.  Under  the  head  of  **  Con- 
stitutional Theories ' '  he  deals  mainly  with  the  question  of  the  location  of 
sovereignty,  basing  his  discussion  primarily  on  the  opinions  of  Madison 
and  Hamilton,  whose  contributions  to  the  Federalist  are  thoroughly 


ot  Mannau  ana  me  ""  Massacnusetts  sctiool  " 
is  compared  with  that  of  the  "  Virginia  school ' 
Mason,  Randolph  and  the  two  St.  George  Tik 
of  Calhoun »  whose  p>olitical  philosophy  constit 
the  monograph.  About  one-half  of  the  work 
and  bibliographical  notes.  Apparently  nothii 
mense  mass  of  literature  relating  to  the  subject  i 
notice. 

UNivKRsrrY  OF  Ilunois. 

Les  droits  ligislatifs  du  prtsident  des  £ta 
By  Henri  Bosc.     Paris,  A.  Rousseau,  1906.- 

No  one  who  has  followed  closety  the  course  oi 
tion  in  recent  years  can  be  ignorant  of  the  incn 
fluence  of  the  president  in  this  field.  This  < 
legislative  powers  of  the  president  comes  then 
moment ;  and  the  fact  that  the  author  is  a  foreig 
institutions  helps  to  free  the  work  from  any  polit 

In  two  respects,  however,  the  ccmditions  uiid< 
been  prepared  and  published  prevent  it  from  beii] 
discussion.  It  is  obvious  that  the  writer  has  not 
personal  observation  and  investigation  in  thb  cc 
depend  on  materials  available  on  the  other  side  o 
mented  by  some  correspondence  with  Amencax 
publication,  at  the  beirinninff  of  the  nresent  vear. 
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cussions  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1787.  In  the  body  of 
the  treatise,  a  first  part  treats  of  the  positive  authority  of  the  president 
in  the  work  of  legislation ;  and  a  second  part  discusses  his  negative 
authority  or  veto  power. 

In  the  greater  part  of  the  book  the  author  is  traversing  ground  that 
has  been  covered  by  previous  writers.  Yet  even  here  he  has  per- 
formed a  service  in  bringing  together  what  has  been  said  on  various 
aspects  of  this  subject  and  in  comparing  and  criticising  conflicting 
views.  And  his  conclusions  show  a  rather  remarkable  grasp  of  the 
points  at  issue.  His  discussion  of  the  veto  power  is  based  mainly  on 
Mr.  Mason's  monograph,  and  there  is  an  abrupt  cessation  of  comment 
on  the  exercise  of  the  power  since  Cleveland's  first  term.  A  careful 
study  of  the  later  history  would  show  a  marked  decline  in  the  exercise 
of  the  veto,  associated  with  the  development  of  the  positive  influence 
of  the  president. 

Much  the  most  important  contribution  in  the  book  is  chapter  3  of  part 
one,  in  which  Mr.  Bosc  discusses  the  actual  influence  of  the  president 
on  legislation.  Here  one  feels  the  lack  of  concrete  information ;  and 
his  statement  of  conditions  under  Presidents  Cleveland  and  McKinley 
is  hardly  satisfactory.  Of  more  recent  conditions,  under  President 
Roosevelt,  he  is  better  informed.  And  his  conclusion,  based  largely 
on  statements  from  American  correspondents,  is  in  the  main  correct — 
that  an  energetic  president,  Ijacked  by  public  opinion,  can  and  does 
make  himself  a  powerful  positive  force  in  the  work  of  legislation. 

There  remains,  however,  room  for  a  more  thorough  investigation  of 
this  subject,  both  in  its  earlier  phases  and  in  the  latest  developments, 
as  illustrated  in  the  course  of  the  raikoad  rate  and  meat  inspection 
bills  of  1906. 

Mr.  Bosc  also  gives  one  chapter  to  a  discussion  of  the  Pendleton  bill 
of  1 88 1,  which  proposed  to  admit  members  of  the  president's  cabinet 
to  the  house  of  Congress,  in  order  to  answer  questions  and  take  part  in 
discussions,  but  without  a  vote.  He  reaches  the  conclusion  that  if  this 
change  were  made,  it  would  tend  in  time  to  establish  the  English  system 
of  a  cabinet  responsible  to  the  legislature.  But  in  this  he  seems  to 
have  overlooked  the  experience  of  Germany,  where  both  in  the  empire 
and  in  the  states  the  ministers  have  seats  in  the  legislatures  without 
having  been  made  responsible  to  these  bodies. 

John  A.  Fairue.     . 

University  of  Michigan. 
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POUTICAL  SCIENCE 


Money  and  Currency  in  Relation  i 
Rate  o/  Interest.  By  Joseph  French 
Co.,  1906. — 398  pp. 

One  is  apt,  in  these  days,  to  approact 
a  feeling  of  satiety;  One  wonders  whc 
like  money  itself,  are  not  growing  redui 
One  foresees  the  feuniliar  description  < 
ditional  analysis  of  the  functions  of  moc 
logues  of  its  primitive  forms,  the  by  now 
of  **  Gresham's  law  "  and  the  usual  stor 
with  a  bias  one  way  or  the  other.  Appr 
oft-tried  theme  with  such  anticipations,  < 
curiosity  beyond  that  of  discovering  to 
author's  prejudices  incline. 

To  such  money-satiated  readers  it  i 
present  work  will  afiFord  at  many  points 
has  exhibited  on  the  whole  a  wise  se 
avoided  in  general  the  elaboration  of  i 
has  used  the  historical  and  descriptive 
exemplification  of  principles;  and,  whil 
to  the  more  threadbare  subjects,  he  has 
tain  of  the  larger  relationships  of  mone; 
There  are  few  references  and  scarcely  a 
is  made  to  trace  the  origin  or  authorshi] 
cussed ;  all  of  which  is  just  as  well  in 
that  monetary  literature  has  attained. 

The  author  must  be  credited,  too,  wit 
animus  all  too  rare  in  discussions  of  this 
rhetorical  analogies,  the  reductio  ad  abs^^ 
ironical  rejoinder,  which  have  given  t< 
a  more  entertaining  form  and  a  less  j 
ditionally  turbid  and  provocative  subjec 
tions  of  the  money  supply  to  the  volume 
prices  are  subjected  here  to  the  driest  k 
temper  is  as  unpartisan  as  his  style  is  un 

Professor  Johnson  has  aimed  in  the  v* 
complete  exposition  of  the  science  0 
''  more  conspicuous  than  the  facts  of  coi 
has  achieved  no  mean  success  in  comprc 
hundred  pages  some  discussion  of  almc 
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theory  that  has  arisen.  He  wiU  be  commended  by  many  for  handling 
these  questions  in  the  language  of  everyday  life,  rather  than  in  the 
esoteric  phraseology  of  the  schoob.  Even  so  common  a  phrase  as  that 
of  **  marginal  utility"  he  has  relegated  to  the  innocuous  obscurity  of  a 
footnote.  Many  will  congratulate  themselves  on  being  spared  the 
formulas  of  higher  mathematics  which  usually  abound,  and  will  wonder 
why  the  author  did  not  also  omit  the  illustrative  diagrams  (pp.  29,  31, 
141,  151,  267).  However  illuminative  such  pictured  argimients  may 
be  to  their  constructor,  they  seldom  convey  any  idea  to  the  reader 
which  could  not  be  more  clearly  expressed  in  words. 

At  the  same  time  objection  is  likely  to  be  raised  by  the  trained 
economist  to  the  casual  employment  of  technical  phrases  in  senses  at 
variance  with  accepted  usage.  Take  such  an  expression  as  *' com- 
modity standard,"  which  in  economic  books  has  come  to  refer  to  a 
currency  standard  that  has  a  stable  value  in  exchange  for  commodities. 
Professor  Johnson  detaches  this  term  altogether  from  its  established 
connection  and  applies  it  to  any  monetary  standard  which  has  an 
independent  value  as  a  commodity,  irrespective  of  the  stability  of  that 
value.  In  this  sense  gold  is  always  a  **  commodity  standard,"  regard- 
less of  its  depreciation  or  appreciation  (p.  174).  Or  take  the  phrase 
**  forced  circulation,"  which  has  long  been  used  in  English  works  on 
money  (and  likewise,  in  an  equivalent  form,  in  German  and  French 
works)  in  referring  to  an  irredeemable  currency.  Our  author  appar- 
ently uses  the  phrase  to  designate  any  kind  of  fiduciary  currency  which 
has  been  made  legal  tender,  whether  the  currency  is  convertible  or  not 
(P«  319)'  Again,  one  would  certainly  not  expect  a  divergence  of 
usage  in  the  case  of  so  technical  a  phrase  as  the  "limping  standard." 
The  appellation  has  hitherto  been  applied  to  a  monetary  system  under 
which  only  one  metal  is  freely  coined,  while  both  metals  are  endowed 
with  unrestricted  legal  tender  power,  but  to  Professor  Johnson  it  ap- 
parently means  something  different.  He  alludes  to  the  United  States 
as  having  passed  from  a  limping  standard  in  1890  (p.  347),  impliedly 
because  of  the  adoption  of  the  so-called  "  parity  clause "  in  the  Sher- 
man act  of  that  year  (p.  355).  The  United  States,  he  tells  us,  **  has 
definitely  placed  herself  upon  a  gold  basis,  but  Germany  and  France 
are  still  upon  a  limping  standard"  (p.  349).  Inasmuch  as  Germany 
has  now  retired  virtually  all  of  her  full  legal  tender  silver  while  the 
United  States  retains  something  like  five  hundred  and  sixty  million 
dollars  of  it,  the  statement  would  accord  better  with  the  facts  if  it  were 
directly  reversed,  /.  ^.,  if  the  words  Germany  and  the  United  States 
were   interchanged.      Such  verbal   eccentricities,  other   examples   of 


wliich  might  be  mctitloaed,  ont?  prCHnote  cooftisiaTi 
remedied  ta  tlw*  future  editkmi  which  are  tikeiy  to  be 

Ajnotig  the  docrtfrtive  and  hmtarical  stat^ciits  a  number  < 
th«0  rcfhd  tiuuXttrftciGi  maf  lie  detected.  We  read,  for  c 
IbAt  EugLifMl  ettibltthcd  biioeciiUistri  m  t666  (p.  237),  yeti 
that  the  two  meUk  had  beeo  freely  (althcTUgh  oat  grmtuitoudf] 
dnr^i  the  gicfttcf  pttit  of  three  rentiiries  before  that  dile. 
teU  thil  '*  Ei^gkod  changed  the  coinage  ratio  betweeii  gold  m 
leveiml  ttmei  during  the  eighteenth  century  ••  (p,  259),  vhe 
ooljr  change  in  the  official  nitirtg  of  the  two  metabdotiQi  ^ 
cenftiry  was  that  of  1717,  And  again,  turning  to  another  MA 
infomied  that  the  national  bank  notes  tti  the  United  States  1 
teniler  *-  in  paymenta  to  the  government  and  from  the  gOT-cm 
indiviUiiaUs**  (p.  .^37 ),  yet  strictly  speaking  neither  one  of  the 
19  Ime*  for  the  notes  are  not  accepted  by  the  govetn 
of  customs  due*,  nor  can  they  be  forcibly  offcrtd 
tn%  since  the  government  is  bound  to  redeem  then 
prtacrpaJ  defect  in  the  book  is  it^  unateadtness  with  regard  to  fi 

Severn!  of  the  autlior*!  interpretations  of  monetary  experie 
iimilarly  open  to  crftklnn.  In  speaking  of  the  Bank  of  Engbi 
uodet  the  ao-caUed  restrict  ion  act,  the  author  attributes  the  flu 
in  iheir  gold  value  exclusively  to  changes  in  their  amount  (1 
It  is  well  knowrn,  howevcf,  having  been  pointed  out  b>'  Took< 
others,  that  the  rating  of  these  notes  often  tnoi-ed  in  directions 
Viiri.ince  with  the  changes  in  their  quantity,  rising  as  the  quai 
i  rciiscd  and  falling  as  it  dec'ieased.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  r 
tbe  mues  followed  much  more  closely  the  chan0ng  course  of  Ei 
fortuTic  during  the  Napoleonic  wars  than  the  fluctuations  in  the 
of  I  he  notes  outstanding. 

Many  will  dispute  the  author's  analysis  of  the  events  in  I 
mfidcni  to  the  crisis  of  189J-  Tht  gold  exports  of  the  T>en 
lief  ore  are  not  to  be  explained  simply  as  a  result  of  rising  pri 
fluceil  i>y  the  issues  of  the  Sherman  act  (p.  319),  nor  can  the  r 
the  years  jnst  following  be  attributed  altogether  to  redtindat 
whit^h  **  by  raising  our  price  level  above  that  of  Europe  caused  a 
export  movement  of  gold  "  (p.  356), 

Fortunately  the  larger  issues  of  the  book  do  not  depend  ess< 
upon  these  illustrative  details,  and  criticism  of  such  details  m' 
obscnre  its  really  significant  achievements  in  the  field  of  mc 
iheor>\  The  opening  chapters  present  what  to  the  present  re 
seems  an  excellent  and  in  the  main  sound  analysis  of    the  infl 
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which  affect  the  value  of  money.  Among  these  influences  Professor 
Johnson  does  not  hesitate,  after  the  prevailing  fashion,  to  emphasize 
the  importance  of  changes  in  the  money  supply ;  nor  does  he  minimize, 
as  some  have  done,  the  significance  of  credit  as  a  price-controlling 
factor.  We  congratulate  him  for  not  endeavoring  to  be  original  at  the 
expense  of  proportion  and  perspective.  Another  chapter  contains  an 
unusually  fresh  discussion  of  domestic  and  foreign  exchange,  in  which 
the  latter  is  treated,  as  it  should  be  but  rarely  is,  as  merely  a  develop- 
ment of  the  former.  There  are  sensible  and  well  constructed  chapters 
upon  bimetallism,  fiat  money,  credit  money  (meaning  the  convertible 
fiduciary  forms)  and  upon  the  history  of  money  in  the  United  States ; 
and  there  are  suggestive  if  summary  discussions  of  a  wide  variety  of 
other  subjects,  such  as  index  numbers,  currency  elasticity  and  proposals 
for  currency  reform.  In  a  brief  but  fresh  analysis  of  the  effects  of  a 
seigniorage,  Professor  Johnson  is  among  the  first  to  call  attention  in 
print  to  the  fallacy  in  the  common  assumption  that  the  levying  of  a 
seigniorage  will  always  cause  prices  to  rise.  He  shows  that  this  is  not 
apt  to  occur  imder  conditions  of  free  coinage.  Even  supposing  that 
the  coins  were  debased  ten  per  cent  and  that  the  government  coined 
and  issued  all  of  the  bullion  presented  to  the  mint,  he  concludes  that 
prices  would  not  rise,  because  **any  tendency  on  the  part  of  money  to 
fall  in  value  would  be  instantly  checked  by  the  cessation  of  coinage, 
since  men  would  not  take  bullion  to  the  mint  unless  it  was  worth  ten 
per  cent  more  when  coined  than  when  uncoined"  (p.  189).  This 
izcX  singularly  enough  has  generally  gone  unobserved  by  writers  upcn 
money. 

The  chapters  which  are  most  characteristic  and  which  will  probably 
prove  most  widely  interesting  are  those  which  discuss  the  influence  of 
changes  in  the  value  of  money  upon  business.  Throughout  the  book 
this  theme  is  the  subject  of  ever-recurring  emphasis.  Professor  John- 
son is  not  one  of  those  who  regard  money  as  an  almost  negligible 
lubricant  in  the  economic  mechanism.  To  him  it  is  a  dynamic  factor, 
capable  of  exercising  great  influence  upon  production  and  distribution. 
The  prosperity  or  decline  of  general  industry,  the  very  welfare  of  the 
country,  he  believes  to  be  subject  to  its  control.  In  the  chapters  upon 
**  The  Relation  of  Money  and  Credit  to  the  Rate  of  Interest "  and  upon 
**  The  Importance  of  Price,"  interest  and  wages  and  profits  are  shown 
to  be  powerfully  although  often  insidiously  affected  by  changes  in  the 
value  of  the  standard.  Some  may  perhaps  feel  that  the  effects  of 
appreciation  and  depreciation  are  rather  magnified,  but  the  analysis  is 
certainly  full  of  suggestion  and  well  worthy  of  the  unusually  large 
measure  of  attention  that  it  here  receives. 


7i8  H>uriCi£.  scf4S.\'€£  QUAMTEjar 


Profcwpf  JoluiiOEi^  book  h  a  wdeaoie  *^fffnn  to  the  f^m 
liMmm  of  mon^,  sad  witli  rta  errois  of  def^  efoiffifttod  it«i< 
OQt  doubt  take  imnk  uooDg  the  best  of  the  gcocim]  vodiip 

A.  PuiTT  kam 


i 


Tki  Wisd&m  cfiki  Wisi,  By  W.  Clw  king  UAH.  Cambi 
ml  the  Untventtjr  Pfe»t  1906.^—135  pp«  j 

BwiHsk  /mfifria/ism  and  C^mmereimi  SM^rtmac^,  By  Vh 
BfcRARO.  Traii»kted  by  H.  VV,  WasKmr.  I^ondon,  Lc^p 
Green  &  Co*,  1906- — x,  198  pp, 


Jht  Ivm  books  under  review  lepreaeotp  ms  Jt  weie,  an 
tbe  recent  hann^t  of  British  Urifi  refoftn  litemture.  Tht  eride* 
both  »ides  of  the  qtiestioo  ifi  iheidy  id,  Wh^x  h^s  remained  Im 
two  wHieti  b  chiefly  pitsmtiate  rettemticii  of  pcisooaj  ccofi 
Dt,  CtmiiaighBm,  in  spile  of  the  cheek  giTeo  to  impcr^l^tic  teode 
by  the  recent  elertion ,  holds  firmly  to  his  belief  in  the  beneficeiK^ 
imperial  &//vrrrifi  und  in  tts  iiHtmAte  realizatioo,  M,  Bdmid.s  Fi 
UbenI,  is  no  icsi  positm  in  his  ?iew  that  the  scheme  of  i 
Eritiiuiic  comjnefckl  unioci  must  eocounter  insuperable  oM 
even  if  realised,  he  believes,  it  could  do  little  to  clieck  the  dedi 
England, 

What  moved  Dr,  Cunnmgham  to  the  publication  of  the  lecmres 
taineJ  in  770"  IViuiem  of  the  Ifjsr  was  the  seemingly  illogical  re 
ing  of  the  free -trade  iinpcriaHsts,  Mt.  Haldane  and  LonJ  Rosebem 
the  presumption  of  the  Fourteen  Professors,  who  in  1903  pretend* 
behatf  uf  econcimic  science,  to  pronounce  judgment  against  tariff  le 
These  iire  the  '*  wise,"  the  futility*  of  whose  wisdom  Dr.  Cunnin 
proposes  to  kiy  bare.  The  first  chapter,  devoted  mainly  to  Mr. 
dane,  is  a  eulogy  upon  the  classical  economists,  who  dealt  in 
abstractions  and  did  not  imagine  that  they  were  speciaJly  qualifii 
speak  upon  pmctiral  questions.  They  were  therefore  strictiv  s 
tific  in  their  procedure,  as  contrasted  with  the  degenerate  race  of 
cnt-day  economists  who  presume  to  meddle  with  practical  affairs. 

In  his  second  chapter  our  author  reiterates  the  thesis  of  SeeJev 
expansion,  imperialism,  is  a  very  old  tendency  of  the  British  peoi 
the  key  to  the  interpretation  of  British  history — and  therefore  in  a  : 
too  sacred  for  criticism.  Not  content  with  this  justification  of  imp 
ism  he  attempts  to  illustrate  its  advantages  by  means  of  an  anaIog^^ 


/ 
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suggests  that  just  as  the  American  trust,  without  appreciable  injury  to  the 
public,  is  able  to  escape  the  costs  of  competition ,  so  by  imperial  organ- 
zation  the  wastes  of  racial  competition  may  be  avoided.  Exactly 
what  the  economies  to  be  gained  through  imperial  federation  may  be, 
Dr.  Cunningham  fails  to  say. 

The  third  chapter  has  the  merit  of  advancing  a  new  argument  for 
imperialism  :  that  it  will  do  away  with  the  evils  of  unemployment.  It 
is  pointed  out  that  in  early  modem  times,  when  unemployment,  result- 
ing from  enclosures,  threatened  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  nation, 
a  systematic  reorganization  of  industry  upon  national  instead  of  local 
lines  was  effected.  After  that  the  problem  of  unemployment  disap- 
peared. Why,  then,  should  not  the  modem  problem  be  solved  by  a 
reorganization  of  industry  upon  imperial  lines?  I  fancy  that  the  Little 
Englander  may  raise  the  objection  that  British  industry  is  already  organ- 
ized on  international  lines,  and  that  a  restriction  of  commercial  and 
industrial  relations  through  a  customs  war  between  the  British  empire 
and  the  world  would  hardly  serve  to  stimulate  British  trade. 

The  two  remaining  chapters  of  the  book  have  little  to  do  with  the 
fiscal  question.  The  first  attempts  to  show  that  we  have  too  much  re- 
ligious liberty  ;  the  second,  that  Cromwell  was  not  an  imperialist. 

M.  B^rard  wrote  his  work  for  French  readers,  as  he  explains  in  an 
apologetic  preface  to  the  English  translation.  Accordingly  it  contains 
some  expressions  **  un  peu  vives"  which  he  righdy  fears  may  cause  the 
English  reader  to  doubt  the  reality  of  his  admiration  for  England, 
**  m^re  des  Parlements,  et  source  des  grandes  v^rit^s  radicales."  The 
book  is  in  large  measure  a  comparison  of  England  and  Germany,  and 
the  nature  of  the  comparison  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  sen- 
tences— which,  by  the  way,  have  acquired  through  the  translation  a 
humorous  quality  which  was  absent  from  the  original : 

The  gaping  rents  made  in  British  supremacy  may  be  repaired,  and  in 
her  patched  mantle  of  imperial  purple  Britannia  may  still  make  a  bold  show; 
but  humanity  has  lost  confidence  and  turns  away  from  this  failing  great- 
ness. Amid  cannons*  roar  and  trumpets*  blare,  amid  songs  and  toasts,  the 
Germany  of  Kant,  of  Bismarck  and  of  Wagner,  rational  Germany,  mighty 
and  creative,  sits  astride  the  twentieth  century  [p.  295] . 

M.  B^rard's  book  is  based  partly  upon  the  results  of  personal  investi- 
gations of  British  industry ,  but  chiefly  upon  the  Cassandra  literature  of 
the  Blue  Books  and  the  British  consular  reports.  Its  chief  conclu- 
sion is  that  British  industrial  supremacy  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  The 
present  is  an  age  of  science,  and  the  Briton  despises  science.     Eng- 
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lish  education  and  English  life  produce  only  "  admirable  animals ,  n 
accustomed  to  every  form  of  luxury  and  frequenters  of  every  so( 
function,  whose  fine  development  of  muscle  and  constitution  b  ondc 
able,  but  whose  intrinsic  value  is  quite  out  of  proportion  to  their  c 
of  maintenance  "  (p.  281 ).  A  coldly  scientific  discussion  of  the  pr 
tical  difficulties  involved  in  creating  a  unified  British  empire  is  as  f 
eign  to  the  spirit  of  M.  B^rard  as  to  that  of  Dr.  Cunningham. 
B^rard  believes  that  no  practical  plan  of  organization  can  be  foui 
Dr.  Cunningham  believes  that  the  indomitable  will  of  the  Anglo-Saj 
will  find  the  means  necessary  to  the  achievement  of  its  purposes.  B 
books  are  suggestive  and  entertaining ;  neither  possesses  any  high  < 
gree  of  scientific  merit. 

Alvin  S.  Johnson. 

UNtVKRStTY  OF  NkBSASKA. 


Miscellaneous  Essays  and  Addresses.     By  HENRY  SiDGWK 
London,  Macmillan  and  Co.,  1904. — viii,  374  pp. 

Nothing  could  better  illustrate  the  breadth  and  versatility  of  the  1 
philosopher-economist,  Henry  Sidgwick,  than  this  posthumously  p 
lished  volume  of  Essays  and  Addresses.  The  papers  which  it  conta 
are  classified  imder  three  broad  divisions :  literature,  economics  a 
sociology,  and  education.  Under  the  head  of  literature  are  a  schola 
criticism  of  Seeley's  Ecce  Homo;  a  broadly  humanitarian,  and  die 
fore  not  altogether  favorable,  appreciation  of  *'  The  Prophet  of  C 
ture,"  Matthew  Arnold;  and  essays  on  the  works  of  Arthur  Hi 
Clough  and  on  certain  phases  of  Shakespeare's  art.  In  these  pap 
the  reader  is  given  excellent  examples  of  the  lighter  side  of  the  authc 
work. 

Under  the  head  of  economics  and  sociology  may  be  placed  a  youtl 
essay  on  **  Alexis  de  Tocqueville,"  a  discriminating  study  of  **  Benth 
and  Benthamism  in  Politics  and  Ethics,"  an  address  on  <*  The  Sc( 
and  Method  of  Economic  Science,"  and  articles  on  ''  Economic  Soc 
ism,"  on  *•  The  Economic  Lessons  of  Socialism,"  on  *•  Political  Pro] 
ecy  and  Sociology  "  and  on  "  The  Relations  of  Ethics  to  Sociolog] 
Together  these  papers  may  well  serve  as  a  record  of  the  stage  of  de^ 
opment  to  which  the  social  sciences  had  attained  in  England  at 
close  of  the  nineteenth  century.  As  an  economist  Sidgwick,  even  m 
than  Marshall,  felt  the  influence  of  the  socialistic  movement  of  wh 
he  often  speaks  in  these  pages.  While  he  does  not  go  so  far  as 
Mill  in  his  later  years,  he  still  discusses  sympathetically  the  claims  2 
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aspirations  of  socialism  and  shows  that  many  of  the  changes  which  are 
commonly  thought  of  as  socialistic  are  really  in  harmony  with  the  teach- 
ings of  "orthodox"  economics.  Here  as  everywhere  his  attitude  is 
broadly  tolerant.  He  is  eager  to  see  the  best  in  every  new  proposal 
and  never  dogmatic  in  the  assertion  of  his  own  opinions. 

His  attitude  towards  sociology  is  that  of  an  interested  observer  rather 
than  of  a  convert.  He  contrasts  with  telling  effect  the  views  confi- 
dently advanced  by  the  great  system-makers  of  the  science  in  France, 
England  and  Germany — ^Comte,  Spencer  and  Schaffle — and  shows  the 
futility  of  abandoning  the  cultivation  of  economics  as  a  separate  sci- 
ence, as  had  been  advocated  by  Cliffe-Leslie,  before  sociology  has 
ceased  to  be  speculative  and  become  in  a  true  sense  "positive.** 
Finally,  in  an  admirable  criticism  of  two  books  of  very  unequal  merit, 
Pearson's  National  Life  and  Character  zsA  Kidd's  Social  Evolution^ 
he  shows  how  ^r  we  still  are  from  being  able  to  prophesy  in  regard 
to  coming  social  changes.  His  characterization  of  the  method  of 
would-be  social  prophets  is  too  apt  not  to  be  repeated  : 

In  order  to  induce  the  world  to  accept  any  change  that  they  may  desire, 
they  endeavor  to  show  that  the  whole  course  of  history  has  been  preparing 
the  way  for  it — whether  '  *  it "  is  the  reconciliation  of  science  and  religion 
or  the  complete  realization  of  democracy  or  the  fuller  perfection  of  individ- 
ualism or  the  final  triumph  of  collectivism.  The  vast  aggregate  of  past 
events — ^many  of  them  half-known  and  more  half-understood — which  makes 
up  what  we  call  history,  affords  a  malleable  material  for  the  application  of 
this  procedure:  by  judicious  selection  ind  well-arranged  emphasis,  by  ignor- 
ing inconvenient  facts  and  by  filling  the  gaps  of  knowledge  with  convenient 
conjectures,  it  is  astonishing  how  easy  it  is  plausibly  to  represent  any  de- 
sired result  as  the  last  inevitable  outcome  of  the  operation  of  the  laws  of 
social  development. 

The  educational  essays  in  the  voltune — **The  Theory  of  Classical 
Education,"  "Idle  Fellowships,"  **  A  Lecture  against  Lecturing,"  and 
"  The  Pursuit  of  Culture  as  an  Ideal  " — are  quite  as  valuable  in  their 
way  as  those  on  literature  and  the  social  sciences.  Although  first  pub- 
lished in  1890  the  "  Lecture  against  Lecturing  "  finds  the  mediaeval  prac- 
tices of  which  it  complains  still  nearly  as  prevalent  as  when  it  appeared. 
In  brief  the  author's  contention  is  that  in  this  age  of  cheap  printing 
there  is  seldom  any  valid  reason  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  formal 
lecture  method  of  instruction.  The  matter  to  be  taught  should,  he 
thinks,  he  made  available  in  print  and  the  time  of  teacher  and  class 
should  be  given  entirely,  or  almost  entirely,  to  questions  and  discussions 
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on  what  has  already  been  read.  These  views,  which  the  present  writer 
folly  shares,  are  aU  the  more  interesting  because  diey  come  from  one 
who  not  only  was  a  lecturer  by  profession  but  will  long  be  remembered 
at  Cambridge  as  one  of  the  most  finished  academic  lecturers  of  his  day. 
^)ace  has  permitted  little  more  than  an  enumeration  of  the  titles  ol 
the  papers  in  this  volume,  but  it  would  give  the  reader  an  entirely 
inadequate  notion  of  its  value  to  close  without  saying  something  of  the 
charm  of  the  author's  style.  His  literary  touch  is  as  lig^t  as  his  thought 
is  often  profouiKi.  Always  earnest,  he  yet  possesses  the  gift  of  impart- 
ing a  flavor  of  humor  to  his  treatment  of  the  most  serious  topics.  Thus 
the  reader  is  carried  along  even  through  an  abstruse  discussion  withoul 
being  made  aware  of  the  mental  effort  he  is  putting  forth.  In  fact  sc 
admirable  is  the  form  of  these  Essays  and  Addresses  that  it  is  scarcely 
too  much  to  say  that  they  merited  republication  as  models  of  style  quite 
apart  from  the  undoubted  timeliness  of  nearly  every  one  of  the  discus- 
sions which  they  contain. 

Henry  R.  Seager. 

Studies  in  American  Trades-Unionism.  By  J.  H.  HOLLANDER 
and  G.  E.  Barnett.  New  York,  Henry  Holt  and  Co.,  1906. — 
380  pp. 

This  collection  of  essays  must  be  judged  from  the  standpoint  of  two 
sciences — pedagogy  and  economics.  It  is  the  second  publication  ol 
the  economic  seminary  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  the  first  being  the 
valuable  Trial  Bibliography  of  American  Trade-Union  Publications, 
In  the  introductory  chapters  to  the  present  volume,  Mr.  Hollander 
states  briefly  the  pedagogical  plan.  The  economic  investigator  in  the 
seminary  has  limited  himself  to  '*  economic  microscopies,"  and  has 
refrained  from  attempting  comprehensive  induction,  partly  by  reason 
of  his  extreme  Historistnus  and  partly  because  of  the  vast  area  of  the 
data.  Neither  governmental  agencies  nor  independent  investigators 
have  sufficed  to  give  us  the  needed  material  for  the  extensive  or  experi- 
mental induction  of  the  physical  scientist.  In  lieu  of  these  the  eco- 
nomic laboratory  of  the  American  university  must  be  the  prime  factor 
in  economic  research.  This  includes  the  teaching  staff,  the  students 
in  residence,  affiliated  workers,  and,  most  of  all,  it  includes  **  investi- 
gation funds"  which  shall  enable  these  investigators  to  travel.  The 
editors  have  been  fortunate,  through  the  generosity  of  a  friend  and  a 
grant  from  the  Carnegie  Institution,  in  securing  these  funds ;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  two  years'  preparation  of  this  volume  they  and  their  stu- 
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dents  have  scoured  the  trade-union  field.  This  field  was  selected  partly 
because  it  was  necessary  to  work  in  a  limited  department  of  economic 
research  in  order  to  have  both  the  unity  and  variety  required  for  the 
comparative  method  of  group  investigation,  and  partly  because  labor 
problems  are  the  dominant  economic  concern  of  the  American  people. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  latter  consideration  has  led  the  editors  to 
premature  publication  of  their  students'  work.  As  a  pedagogical  device 
for  training  students  in  research  the  plan  is  incomparable.  Each  mem- 
ber of  the  seminar  is  assigned  a  topic  which  he  is  to  investigate  com- 
paratively in  the  leading  trade  unions.  But  the  present  volume 
contains  only  a  part  of  the  results  and  marks  ''  a  stage,  not  a  goal," 
in  the  inquiry.  It  presents  us  with  selections  of  particular  unions  to 
illustrate  the  several  topics.  This  illustrative  material  might  be  im- 
portant and  significant  if  the  student  who  investigates  each  group  of 
unions  knew  enough  of  other  unions  to  be  able  to  bring  out  the  points 
of  comparison.  As  it  is,  the  book  has  the  defects  of  unrelated  amateur 
recital  of  events  without  the  gains  of  the  cooperative  method  which  the 
editors  have  so  successfully  practiced.  These  defects  are  fully  shown 
if  one  compares  the  chapter  on  the  "  Finances  of  the  Iron  Moulders' 
Union,"  by  Mr.  Sakolski,  with  the  excellent  monograph  completed  two 
years  later  by  the  same  writer,  entitled  The  Finances  of  American 
Trade  Unions, 

The  other  horn  of  the  dilemma  is  found  in  the  chapters  in  which  the 
students  have  attempted  a  moderate  amount  of  generalization,  as  in  the 
chapter  on  the  minimum  wage  in  the  machinists'  union,  and  in  those 
on  apprenticeship  and  trade-union  rules  in  the  building  trades.  It  is 
much  more  difficult  for  students  to  deal  with  such  subjects  than  to 
investigate  the  structure  and  finances  of  particular  unions,  because  in 
the  latter  class  of  subjects  the  data  are  taken  from  a  single  official 
source,  and  there  is  no  demand  for  inferences,  comparisons,  weighing 
of  evidence  or  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  or  that  policy.  It  is  dif- 
erent  in  the  more  economic  and  industrial  topics.  Here  either  the  gen- 
eralizations follow  simple  and  self-evident  clues,  or  important  factors 
are  overlooked  or  poorly  weighed,  and  economic  inferences  or  sum- 
mary judgments  are  drawn  from  only  a  part  of  the  great  field  of  com- 
plicated data.  While  the  chapters  give  promise  of  excellent  work  and 
fully  justify  the  pedagogical  plan,  we  must  look  for  the  real  contribu- 
tions to  economic  science  and  labor  problems  in  the  further  inquiries  of 
the  investigators. 

John  R.  Commons. 
University  of  Wisconsin. 
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The  Secret  of  the  Totem,     By  ANDREW  Lang.     London  a 
New  York,  Longmans,  Green  and  Co.,  1905. — ^x,  215  pp. 

Mr.  Andrew  Lang's  position  among  students  of  social  origins  is,  1: 
his  position  in  literature ,  essentially  that  of  the  critic,  although  he  1 
contributed  not  a  few  bits  of  constructive  theory  to  our  sociologi 
philosophy  and  obviously  desires  to  be  recognized  as  a  scientific  invi 
tigator.  His  books  are  all  deserving  of  serious  consideration,  a 
whether  as  discoverer  or  as  critic  his  intrusion  into  any  new  field  co 
pels  respectful  attention  and  some  re-arrangement  of  our  provisions 
accepted  conclusions. 

Mr.  Lang  is  at  present  the  principal  champion  of  what  may  be  call 
the  Darwinian  view  of  primitive  domestic  relations,  in  opposition  to  t 
theories  of  polyandry  or  promiscuity.  In  his  volume  on  Social  OHg^ 
and  Primal  Law^  he  gave  to  the  public,  with  an  elaborate  introdx 
tion  of  his  own,  the  valuable  observations  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Atkinson 
Australia.  These  observations  seem  to  bear  out  Mr.  Darwin's  the< 
that  primitive  man,  like  the  ape,  was  a  jealous  animal,  and  that  the  s 
in  each  group,  expelling  adolescent  male  offspring  from  the  band,  kc 
his  female  mates  to  himself.  From  this  practice  Mr.  Atkinson  a 
Mr.  Lang  undertook  to  deduce  the  whole  system  of  "  avoidance 
between  kinsfolk  in  savage  society.  I  have  elsewhere  pointed  out  *  tl 
such  an  expulsion  of  weaker  males  as  Lang  and  Atkinson  assume  woi 
in  reality  lead  to  polyandry  as  often  as  to  polygyny,  inasmuch  as  1 
banished  males  would  provide  themselves  with  stolen  females  to 
shared  in  common.  This  curious  oversight  of  obvious  possibilities 
the  part  of  Mr.  Lang  is  a  good  illustration  of  his  scientific  limitatioi 
What  he  sees  he  sees  so  clearly  that  his  vision  becomes  fixed  upon  tt 
bit  of  truth  only. 

This  defect  is  conspicuous  in  his  present  study  of  totemism.  It 
highly  probable  that  Garcilasso  de  la  Vega's  theory  of  the  origin 
totemism,  which  Mr.  Lang  accepts  and  elaborates,  contains  a  lai 
measure  of  truth.  It  assxunes  that  totemism  arose  in  the  early  effo 
of  human  groups  to  differentiate  each  from  the  others.  But  when  tl 
theory  is  developed  into  an  explanation  of  savage  culture  and  soc 
organization  in  terms  of  nicknaming  and  is  pushed  so  ^r  as  to  becoi 
an  attack  all  along  the  line  upon  the  work  of  Frazer,  of  Howitt  and 
Spencer  and  Gillen,  it  ceases  to  be  in  all  points  convincing. 

F.  H.  G. 

•  Descriptive  and  Historical  Sociology,  pp.  450,  451. 


RECORD  OF  POLITICAL  EVENTS. 

[From  May  i,  1906,  to  November  6,  1906.] 
I.   INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONS. 

AMERICAN  INTilHVJblNTION  IN  CUBA.— In  the  middle  of  August 
a  rebellion  broke  out  in  Cuba  against  the  Palma  administration  (see  Latin 
America).  The  movement  spread  with  such  rapidity  and  became  so 
formidable  that  on  September  8  President  Palma,  feeling  himself  unable  to 
protect  life  and  property,  requested  through  Consul-General  Steinhardt  that 
the  United  States  intervene  under  the  Piatt  amendment  and  send  two  war 
vessels,  one  to  Havana  and  the  other  to  Cienfuegos.  Although  averse  to 
acting  until  the  Cuban  authorities  had  exhausted  every  effort  to  put  down 
the  insurrection,  the  government  at  Washington  sent  the  vessels,  but  at  the 
same  time  urged  that  the  Palma  government  come  to  a  working  agreement 
which  would  secure  peace  with  the  insurrectos,  provided  the  government 
was  unable  to  hold  its  own  with  them  in  the  field.  ' '  Until  such  efforts 
have  been  made/*  ran  a  dispatch  of  September  10,  "we  are  not  prepared 
to  consider  the  question  of  intervention  at  all.  * '  Nevertheless,  the  Cuban 
government  continued  to  ask  urgently  for  aid.  On  the  10th,  after  a  con- 
ference between  President  Palma,  American  Charg^  d*  Affaires  Sleeper, 
and  Commander  Colwell  of  the  United  States  vessel  ' '  Denver, ' '  a  detach- 
ment of  120  men,  armed  with  rifles  and  machine  guns,  were  landed  in 
Havana;  but  as  this  action  had  been  taken  without  consulting  Washington, 
orders  were  transmitted  for  the  men  to  re^mbark.  The  situation  was  so 
serious,  however,  that  on  the  14th  President  Roosevelt  directed  Secretary 
of  War  Taft  and  Acting-Secretary  of  State  Bacon  to  proceed  to  Cuba,  to 
make  a  thorough  investigation  and  to  render  such  aid  as  might  be  neces- 
sary to  bring  about  an  immediate  cessation  of  hostihties  and  the  permanent 
pacification  of  the  island.  On  the  same  day  the  president  addressed  a  long 
and  well-considered  letter  to  Seiior  Quesada,  the  Cuban  minister  at  Wash- 
ington, in  which,  after  expressing  the  sincere  interest  he  felt  in  the  welfare 
of  the  island,  he  solemnly  adjured  Cuban  patriots  to  sink  all  differences 
and  ambitions  and  to  remember  that  the  only  way  they  could  preserve  the 
independence  of  their  republic  was  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  outside  in- 
terference. At  the  same  time  he  made  clear  his  imperative  duty  to  secure 
a  cessation  of  hostilities  and  the  restoration  of  peace  and  order.  On  the 
1 6th  an  armistice  was  proclaimed  by  the  Cubans,  and  two  days  later  Messrs. 
Taft  and  Bacon  arrived  at  Havana  and  began  to  investigate  the  situation. 
Many  propositions  for  a  peaceful  settlement  were  considered  without  avail, 
and  on  September  28  President  Palma  and  Vice-President  Capote  brought 

7*5 


726  POUTICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY  [Vol.  XXI 

matters  to  a  crisis  by  tendering  their  resignations  to  a  special  session  of  the 
Cuban  Congress.  Convinced  that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  about  any 
kind  of  reasonable  compromise  between  the  factions.  Mr.  Taft,  following 
instructions  from  Washington,  on  the  29th  issued  a  proclamation  taking 
temporary  control  of  the  island  under  authority  of  the  United  States* 
with  the  declared  purpose  of  restoring  order,  protecting  life  and  propeit)* 
and  establishing  permanent  peace.  In  this  proclamation  he  expressly 
stated,  however,  that  • '  the  provisional  government  hereby  established  will 
be  maintained  only  long  enough  to  restore  order,  peace  and  public  confi- 
dence, by  direction  of  and  in  the  name  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  then  to  hold  such  elections  as  may  be  necessary  to  determine  on  those 
persons  upon  whom  the  permanent  government  of  the  republic  should  be 
devolved.*'  Thanks  largely  to  Mr.  Taft* s  skill  and  tact,  no  resistance  to 
American  occupancy  was  offered  by  either  faction.  A  disarmament  com- 
mission was  at  once  formed,  with  General  Frederick  Funston  at  its  head, 
which  included  representatives  from  both  the  Cuban  government  and  the 
insuigents.  Marines  were  landed  at  Havana  and  Cienfu^os.  and  as  soon 
as  possible  a  force  of  about  six  thousand  regulars  was  dispatched  to  the 
island.  On  October  9  Governor  Taft  issued  a  proclamation  of  amnesty 
covering  all  offenses  committed  by  the  insurgents.  Four  days  later  Messrs. 
Taft  and  Bacon  left  Havana  amid  cheers  from  the  people,  and  Charles  E. 
Magoon,  until  recently  governor  of  the  Panama  Canal  zone,  took  charge 
of  the  island  as  provisional  civil  governor. 

OTHER  AMERICAN  INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONa— Next  to 
the  intervention  in  Cuba  the  most  interesting  international  event  during  the 
past  six  months  has  been  the  meeting  of  the  Pan  American  Conference  at 
Rio  Janeiro  (see  last  Record,  p.  357).  The  United  Sutes  and  all  the 
Latin  American  states  except  Haiti  and  Venezuela  were  represented.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  conference  occurred  on  July  23.  Sefior  Joaquin  Nabuco. 
Brazilian  ambassador  to  the  United  States,  was  chosen  pennanent  president. 
On  the  27th  Secretary  of  State  Root  arrived  at  Rio  on  board  the  United 
States  cruiser  "Charleston"  and  was  enthusiastically  received.  In  a 
speech  delivered  on  the  31st  he  set  forth  his  views  concerning  the  function 
of  the  congress,  which,  he  said,  should  be  to  secure  a  policy  of  mutual  aid 
among  the  American  republics.  He  also  disclaimed  any  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  to  adopt  a  policy  of  aggression  toward  her  neighbors, 
and  appealed  to  the  congress  '  •  to  create,  maintain  and  render  effective  a 
purely  American  public  opinion,  the  power  of  which  would  influence  inter- 
national policy,  prevent  international  disagreement,  limit  the  causes  of  war 
and  forever  preserve  our  territories  from  the  burden  of  armaments  accumu- 
lated behind  the  frontiers  of  Europe  and  bring  us  ever  nearer  to  perfection 
and  to  true  liberty. ' '  Early  in  August  the  congress  unanimously  adopted 
a  resolution  which  recommended  that  the  American  republics  should  instruct 
their  delegates  to  the  second  Hague  Conference  to  endeavor  to  secure  the 
adoption  by  the  conference  of  an  arbitration  convention  worthy  of  accept- 
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ance  and  enforcement  by  every  nation.  Among  the  subjects  most  fully 
discussed  was  the  so-called  Calvo  or  Drago  doctrine  ' '  that  there  should  be 
no  diplomatic  or  military  interference  of  one  nation  with  another  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  private  persons  or  corporations  to  collect  debts  from 
those  of  another  country.  * '  This  doctrine  was  approved  by  the  congress  and 
was  unanimously  referred  by  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hague  tribunal. 
Among  other  measures,  the  conference  adopted  a  resolution  presented  by 
Mr.  Buchanan,  head  of  the  American  delegation,  providing  that  the  coun- 
tries represented  should  prepare  statistical  tables  showing  the  monetary 
fluctuations  of  the  last  twenty  years. — Mr.  Root  left  Brazil  early  in  August 
and  subsequently  visited  the  capitals  of  Uruguay,  Argentina,  Chile  and 
Peru.  In  various  speeches  he  emphasized  the  importance  of  adherence  by 
the  Americans  to  the  Monroe  doctrine,  and  it  is  believed  that  his  visits  have 
done  much  to  remove  old  prejudices  and  to  improve  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  South  American  states. — The  revolt  which  began 
in  Guatamala  in  May  (see  Latin  America)  resulted  in  serious  international 
complications  in  Centaral  America.  On  the  ground  that  San  Salvador  was 
assisting  the  rebels,  Guatamala  declared  war  upon  that  state.  Later,  a 
force  of  Guatamalans  having  crossed  the  border  into  Honduras,  this  state 
also  became  involved  in  the  conflict.  After  several  sanguinary  battles  had 
been  fought,  the  United  States  and  Mexico  tendered  their  good  oflices,  and 
a  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  belligerents  was  arranged  to  take  place 
on  the  United  States  cruiser  "  Marblehead."  The  first  meeting  occurred 
on  July  18.  Our  charg6  d'affaires  and  the  Mexican  minister  to  Central 
America  acted  as  arbitrators,  and  on  the  20th  the  belligerents  agreed  to  a 
treaty  which  provided  for  the  establishment  of  peace,  the  withdrawal  of 
military  forces  within  three  days,  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  the  negotiation 
within  two  months  of  a  treaty  of  friendship,  commerce  and  navigation, 
and  the  reference  of  future  disputes  to  arbitration  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  and  the  president  of  Mexico.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
this  treaty,  a  peace  conference  was  opened  on  September  16  at  San  Jos6. — 
The  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Santo  Domingo  (see  last  Record, 
p.  356)  has  not  yet  been  passed  upon  by  the  United  States  Senate.  It  is 
reported  that  a  new  treaty  may  be  negotiated. — Last  year,  when  the  opera- 
tion of  the  new  customs  tariff  of  Gennany  was  postponed  in  our  behalf  (see 
last  Record,  p,  356),  the  Washington  government  promised  to  ask  Con- 
gress to  make  certain  changes  in  our  customs  laws.  A  recommendation  to 
this  effect  was  made  to  Congress  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  but  Con- 
gress adjourned  without  taking  any  action.  Complaint  has  been  made  by 
Germany  over  this  failure.  It  has  been  recently  announced  that  the  state 
department  will  send  experts  to  Germany  to  study  the  tariff  question.  On 
July  31  it  was  announced  that  the  United  States  would  pay  Germany  |2o,ooo 
in  settlement  of  the  Samoan  claims. — Diplomatic  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  Colombia  have  become  somewhat  more  friendly.  Early 
in  July  it  was  announced  that  Enriquez  Cortez  had  been  appointed  minister 
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at  Washington. — On  July  i6  JapanaM  subjects,  who  had  been  ill^a 
killing  seals  on  and  near  St.  Paul  island,  were  fired  upon  by  the  Americ 
guards.  Five  poachers  were  killed,  others  were  wounded,  and  twelve  w< 
captured  and  held  for  trial.  The  United  States  government  reported  t 
matter  to  Japan  as  a  regrettable  incident,  but  made  no  apology.  Japan  i 
stituted  an  investigation  to  ascertain  the  facts,  but  in  no  way  displayed 
disposition  to  make  trouble  over  the  incident.  In  October,  Japan  protest 
against  the  exclusion  of  Japanese  children  from  the  schools  provided  1 
white  children  in  San  Francisco.  On  October  26  President  Roosev< 
directed  Mr.  Metcalf,  secretary  of  commerce  and  labor,  to  proceed  to  S 
Francisco  and  make  a  thorough  inquir>'  into  the  situation.  On  the  sax 
day  Judge  Wolverton  of  the  United  States  circuit  court  issued  an  ord 
to  the  board  of  education  to  show  cause  why  an  injunction  should  n 
issue  to  compel  the  reinstatement  of  1.  Yasura,  one  of  the  excludi 
children. — Friction  over  the  question  of  fishery  rights  in  the  waters  abo 
Newfoundland  has  continued.  In  September,  by  direction  of  Preside 
Roosevelt,  a  government  vessel  was  dispatched  to  investigate  the  situati< 
and  gather  &cts  for  use  in  approaching  fisheries  negotiations.  In  Octob 
a  modus  Vivendi  was  arranged  for  the  coming  season.  As  Newfoundlai 
was  not  consulted  by  the  home  government  in  making  this  arrangemei 
the  people  of  the  island  complain  that  their  interests  have  been  betraye 
EUROPBAN  IN  TISUN  ATIONAL  REZaATIONB. — ^The  enUntt  cardie 
between  Great  Britain  and  IVanoe  was  again  demonstrated  early  in  Ma 
in  hospitalities  accorded  to  King  Edward  in  Paris  by  President  Fallier 
and  by  the  visit  of  English  officers  of  high  rank  later  in  the  year  to  t] 
French  manoeuvres. — In  June,  with  the  evident  purpose  of  discrediting  r 
ports  of  coldness  between  Emperor  William  and  King  Victor  Emmanu 
and  of  a  weakening  of  the  triple  alHance,  Emperors  Francis  Joseph  ai 
William  on  the  one  hand  and  the  King  of  Italy  on  the  other  exchange 
published  telegrams. — Meanwhile  the  relations  between  Great  Biltain  ax 
Germany  appear  to  have  improved.  On  May  22,  alter  the  return  of  repr 
sentatives  of  German  cities  from  a  visit  to  England,  where  they  were  cord 
ally  received,  the  German  foreign  secretary  announced  that  in  his  opinio 
* '  the  period  of  estrangement  (  Vfrstimmung)  between  Germany  and  Enj 
land  is  past."  Still  more  tangible  proof  of  improved  relations  was  affordc 
in  August  by  a  personal  meeting  of  the  sovereigns  of  the  two  countries  i 
the  castle  of  Friedrichshof  at  Cronberg. — Negotiations  resulting  in  a  bett< 
understanding  between  Ghreat  Britain  and  Rnaala  also  are  said  to  ha^ 
been  in  progress  during  the  past  few  months.  A  proposed  friendly  visit  < 
a  British  squadron  to  Russian  ports  was  however  abandoned,  at  the  instan< 
of  Russia,  lest  it  produce  undesirable  results. — The  higher  officers  wl 
participated  in  the  assassination  of  the  late  King  Alexander  having  bee 
retired  from  active  service,  Great  Britain  early  in  June  announced  an  intei 
tion  of  resuming  diplomatic  relations  with  8ervia,  and  J.  B.  Whitehea< 
chancellor  of  the  embassy  at  Berlin,  was  appointed  minister  at  Belgrade.- 
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The  expulsion  of  Greeks  from  Roumania  led  in  May  to  a  severance  of 
diplomatic  relations  between  Greece  and  Roumania. — In  order  that  the 
American  representative  might  be  able  to  secure  access  to  the  sultan  at  all 
times,  the  American  legation  at  Constantinople  was  raised  to  an  embassy. 
The  change  was  not  pleasing  to  the  sultan,  and  it  was  not  until  October, 
after  long  delays,  that  Ambassador  Leishman  was  able  to  present  his  cre- 
dentials.— The  Turkish  occupation  of  the  Sinai  peninsula  (see  last  Record, 
p,  355)  having  continued  in  spite  of  all  protests,  the  British  government, 
on  May  3,  delivered  an  ultimatum  to  the  porte,  demanding  that  within  ten 
days  the  sultan  should  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  disputed  territory.  As 
Great  Britain  was  evidently  ready  to  use  her  army  and  navy  to  enforce  the 
demand,  the  sultan,  on  the  advice  of  representatives  of  various  other 
powers,  yielded,  and  the  troops  were  withdrawn. — The  relations  between 
France  and  the  Papacy  (see  last  Record,  p.  354)  have  continued  to  be 
strained.  In  August,  in  an  encyclical  dealing  with  the  separation  law,  the 
pope  took  the  position  that  religious  worship  associations  can  not  be  formed 
without  violation  of  the  sacred  rights  of  the  church  and  that  so  long  as  the 
law  continues  unchanged  it  would  not  be  permissible  for  Catholics  to  adopt 
other  forms  of  association. — A  new  commercial  treaty  between  France  and 
Switzerland  was  announced  in  October. — The  Universal  Postal  Union  closed 
its  sixth  session  at  Rome  late  in  May.  Its  main  achievement  was  the  cheap- 
ening of  the  postage  rate  on  heavy  letters.  It  also  evolved  a  plan  for  "re- 
ply coupons." — The  fourteenth  Inter-Parliamentary  Peace  Ckuiference 
was  opened  on  July  23  in  the  royal  gallery  of  Westminster  palace,  London. 
Lord  Weardale  was  elected  president,  and  the  delegates  were  welcomed  by 
Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman,  the  English  premier.  For  the  first  time 
the  Russian  nation  was  represented;  but  upon  the  news  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Duma  (see  Russia)  the  Russian^  del^ates  withdrew.  On  July  24, 
after  an  eloquent  speech  by  Mr.  William  Jennings  Bryan,  of  Lincoln,  Ne- 
braska, a  resolution  was  adopted  that  in  international  disputes  not  of  a 
nature  for  arbitration  hostilities  should  not  be  resorted  to  before  mediation 
or  the  appointment  of  an  international  commission. 

ASIATIC  nTTERNATIONAL  RELATIONfik — The  boundary  dispute 
between  Turkey  and  Peraia  (see  last  Record,  p.  355)  still  remains  un- 
settled. Late  in  June  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  a  Turkish  force  to  seize 
additional  territory  was  checkmated  by  the  governor  of  Pushkar,  who  re- 
pulsed the  invaders  with  considerable  loss.  In  August  the  Persian  am- 
bassador at  Constantinople  was  informed  that  Turkish  troops  had  occupied 
the  district  of  Margovar,  containing  some  twenty-five  villages,  and  he 
thereupon  lodged  an  energetic  protest  with  the  porte.  About  the  same 
time  the  Turkish  commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  dispute  reported 
in  favor  of  the  Turkish  contention. — Early  in  May  an  edict  was  issued  in 
China  looking  to  the  restoration  of  Chinese  control  over  the  customs  ad- 
ministration, the  object  seemingly  being  to  secure  more  money  for  military 
reforms  and  perhaps  to  evade  the  payment  of  foreign  indebtedness.    Vigor- 
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ous  proteKs  were  lodged  against  such  action  by  the  representaitive 
powers,  and  alter  a  long  attempt  at  evasion  the  Chinese  govemxnen 
ised  to  retain  Sir  Robert  Hart  at  the  head  of  the  customs  system 
Chinese  boycott  of  American  goods  (see  last  Recx>ro.  p.  356)  sti 
tinues,  and  the  importation  of  some  articles  has  fallen  olT  fifty  per  < 
Progress  has  been  made  in  the  evacuation  of  ManctanzlA  (see  last  R] 
p.  355)  and  in  the  opening  of  that  region  to  foreign  trade.  On  SepCe 
Dalny  was  opened  by  the  Japanese  as  a  free  port. — In  May  a  di^ut 
as  to  whether  the  Russian  consul-general  to  Korea  should  recei 
exequatur  from  the  emperor  of  Korea  or  from  the  emperor  of  Japs 
in  June  Russia  gave  way  and  consented  that  he  should  recetTe  it  fri 
mikado. 

AFRICAH  INTEREf ATIONAL  RELATIOna — ^A  dispute  b< 
France  and  Turkey  regarding  the  frontier  between  A]c;lers  and  ! 
arose  in  July;  but  on  August  27  it  was  aimounced  that  Turkey  had  ; 
to  evacuate  Djanet  or,  if  the  place  had  not  yet  been  occupied  by  the 
sent  thither,  to  countermand  the  order  of  occupation,  and  that  the 
quo  should  be  reestablished  until  an  arrangement  could  be  made  to  : 
boundary  more  definitively. — Early  in  July  it  was  aimounced  that  an  V 
French-Italian  treaty  had  been  negotiated  with  Abyaainia.  The 
features  of  the  treaty  are  a  guarantee  of  the  int^^rity  of  the  Abys 
empire,  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  the  open  door  and  comix 
equality  for  all  countries,  and  the  continuation  by  the  French  of  th< 
road  connecting  Addis  Ababa,  the  capital,  with  the  coast. — Elarly  in  I 
German  force,  while  in  pursuit  of  Marengo,  the  leader  of  the  Hefe 
bellion  in  Southwest  Africa,  crossed  the  border  into  Gi^m  Oolony. 
German  government  soon  after  voluntarily  apologized  for  the  inciden 
promised  to  prevent  its  recurrence.  Marengo  himself  was  taken  pri 
by  the  Cape  police. — In  September  a  special  German  mission  visited 
the  capital  of  Bforooca  Early  in  October  Mr.  Gummere,  the  Ame 
minister,  demanded  that  a  troop  of  cavalry  be  sent  to  capture  Kaid  F 
a  chief  who  had  connived  at  the  escape  of  a  soldier  who  had  assaulter 
son  of  a  Mohammedan  who  was  under  American  protection.  He  als 
manded  the  punishment  of  the  guilty  persons  and  an  indemnity, 
tinued  disorders  in  Morocco  (see  Asia  and  Africa)  caused  France 
Spain  in  October  to  dispatch  warships  to  the  ports  of  that  country. 

II  THE  UNITED  STATES 
THE  ADMTNIBTRATION. — The  struggle  between  the  president 
his  opponents  in  Congress  (see  last  Record,  p.  358)  was  continued  di 
May  and  June.  A  question  of  veracity  having  arisen  between  the  presi 
and  ex -Senator  Chandler,  who  had  been  acting  as  an  intermediary  bet^ 
the  president  and  Democratic  supporters  of  the  railroad  rate  bill,  the 
dent  was  seized  upon  by  the  president's  enemies,  and  he  was  subject! 
most  bitter  attacks,  particularly  from  Senators  Bailey  and  Tillman.      \ 
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ever,  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  president's  policies  remained 
unshaken,  and  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress  most  of  the  important 
measures  for  which  he  had  been  contending  were  enacted  into  law  (see 
Congress). — Moved  by  the  outcry  raised  by  revelations  in  Mr.  Upton 
Sinclair's  Jungle  concerning  conditions  in  the  Chicago  meat-paddiig 
establishments,  the  president  sent  a  commission  composed  of  Charles  P. 
Neill,  commissioner  of  labor,  and  James  B.  Reynolds,  a  former  settlement 
worker,  to  make  an  official  investigation.  As  the  two  discovered  many 
revolting  and  disgusting  conditions,  a  bill  to  remedy  the  evils  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Senate  by  Senator  Beveridge  on  May  21,  and  in  support  of 
the  bill  the  president  sent  Messrs.  Reynolds*  and  Neill' s  report  to  Congress, 
together  with  a  vigorous  special  message,  on  June  4.  The  revelations  pro- 
duced a  great  sensation  both  here  and  abroad,  and  the  bill,  with  some 
modifications,  finally  became  a  law  (see  Congress). — Late  in  June,  on  the 
recommendation  of  Secretary  of  State  Root,  the  president  issued  an  execu- 
tive order  supplementary  to  the  consular  reorganization  act,  regulating 
appointments  and  promotions  in  the  oonanlar  service  by  providing  that 
appointments  to  posts  carrying  a  salary  of  $2500  or  less  are  to  be  made 
after  examination  6x  from  persons  already  occupying  subordinate  posts,  and 
that  all  the  upper  grades  are  to  be  filled  by  promotion  based  on  record  of 
service.  Political  affiliations  of  the  candidate  are  not  to  be  considered  in 
making  appointments. — On  October  23  a  reconstruction  of  the  cabinet  was 
announced.  Secretary  Shaw  will  retire  from  the  treasury  department  and 
will  be  succeeded  by  Mr.  Cortelyou,  the  postmaster-general,  whose  place 
will  be  filled  by  Mr.  George  von  L.  Meyer,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Moody 
also  will  retire  from  the  position  of  attorney-general  and  will  be  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Bonaparte,  the  secretary  of  the  navy;  Mr.  Metcalf,  the  secretary  of 
commerce  and  labor,  will  take  the  place  left  vacant  by  Mr.  Bonaparte;  and 
the  new  secretary  of  commerce  and  labor  will  be  Mr.  Oscar  S.  Straus,  ex- 
minister  to  Turkey,  the  first  Jew  to  hold  a  cabinet  position.  Among  the 
other  appointments  made  since  April  are  the  following:  James  S.  Harlan, 
of  Chicago,  and  Edward  £.  Clark,  of  Iowa,  to  be  members  of  the  reorgan- 
ized interstate  commerce  commission;  Herbert  H.  D.  Pierce,  third  assistant 
secretary  of  state,  to  be  first  minister  to  Norway;  Colonel  C.  C.  Sniffin  to 
be  paymaster-general  of  the  army,  vice  Gen.  Francis  D.  Dodge  retired; 
W.  M.  Shuster  and  Judge  Charles  £.  Magoon  to  fill  vacancies  on  the 
Philippine  commission.  Judge  Magoon  was,  however,  later  sent  as  provi- 
sional governor  to  Cuba.  For  recess  appointment  of  canal  commissioners 
see  The  Isthmian  Canal. 

THE  DEPBNDEErCIES. — ^The  activity  of  the  Pulujanes  in  the  PbiUp- 
pLoes  (see  last  Record,  p.  360)  has  continued.  On  June  19  a  band  of  300 
attacked  the  town  of  Burauen,  in  the  island  of  Leyte,  killed  five  policemen, 
wounded  five  others  and  captured  the  remainder  of  the  force  with  the 
exception  of  the  lieutenant  in  command.  On  July  22  another  detachment 
of  police  was  badly  handled  on  the  same  island,  and  on  August  9  still 


Villamoor.  a  Filipino,  sentenced  5>akay  and  tJ 
and  Nativitad  and  34  other  ladrones  to  twe 
hard  labor. — The  Philippine  commission  has  h 
Ushment  of  postal  savings  banks.  In  Septc 
appointed  to  one  of  the  vacancies  on  the  Phili 
30th  of  the  same  month  seventeen  provincial  g 
convention  of  governors  at  Manila,  and  others 
The  independence  party  proved  to  be  in  the  m: 
alist  chairman.  The  governors  manifested  n 
situation,  and  expressed  the  fear  that  the  fail 
would  influence  American  opinion  against  the  pi 
and  restrict  the  policy  of  freely  e.xtending  autonc 
disappointment  was  felt  in  the  islands  over  the  £ 
Philippine  tariff  bill. 

THB  XSTHBOAK  CAHAL. — After  considei 
Congress  authorized  the  construction  of  a  lock  < 
360)  across  the  isthmus.  It  is  estimated  that  : 
stnicted  at  much  less  cost  and  in  a  much  shortej 
On  July  20  the  bids  were  opened  for  $30, 000.  < 
were  subscribed  for  several  tiroes  over  at  an  av< 
resolution  was  passed  by  Congress  providing  th. 
use  in  constructing  the  canal  must  be  of  domestic 
ture.  except  in  cases  where  the  president  may  con 
As  the  Senate  failed  to  act  upon  the  nominations 
the  president  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress  re 
sion.  with  the  exception  that  Mr.  Bishop,  agaii 
much  protest,  was  dropped,  and  that  General 
Chief  Engineer  Stevens.     The  problem  of  labor 
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last  Record,  p.  361.)  The  railroad  rate  act,  which  was  the  Hepburn  bill 
somewhat  modified,  authorizes  the  interstate  commerce  commission  to  call 
a  hearing  and  fix  a  maximum,  just  and  reasonable  rate  of  transportation 
where  the  rate  in  force  is  complained  of,  but  the  railroads  are  given  the 
right  to  appeal  from  such  a  decision  to  the  courts.  Rebates  and  other  dis- 
criminations are  forbidden,  and  heavy  penalties  are  fixed  for  g^nting  or 
receiving  them.  Pipe-lines,  sleeping-car  companies  and  express  companies 
are  declared  to  be  common  carriers  and  are  made  subject  to  the  law. 
Railroads  are  forbidden  to  engage  in  any  other  business  than  that  of  trans- 
portation. Charges  for  private  freight  cars  and  all  charges  incidental  to  the 
use  of  them  must  be  included  in  the  transportation  charge  and  cannot  be 
separate  items.  Passes  may  be  given  only  to  specified  classes  of  persons. 
The  number  of  commissioners  is  increased  to  seven,  and  the  salary  of  each 
is  fixed  at  $10,000  a  year. — The  meat  inspection  law  (see  The  Adminis- 
TION,  sup  a)  requires  three  inspections  by  government  inspectors  of  all 
animals  killed  for  the  interstate  trade.  These  must  first  be  inspected  alive, 
and  any  found  to  be  diseased  must  be  slaughtered  separately  from  the  rest. 
After  an  animal  has  been  slaughtered  the  carcass  must  be  carefully  in- 
spected and  tagged  "inspected  and  passed"  or  "inspected  and  con- 
demned.'* Condemned  carcasses  must,  in  the  presence  of  the  government 
inspector,  be  so  treated  that  their  use  as  food  will  be  impossible.  A  second 
inspection  of  passed  meat  must  be  made  in  order  to  see  if  it  has  become 
unfit  for  food.  Then  an  inspection  must  be  made  of  all  meat  food  pro- 
ducts, and,  under  the  inspector's  supervision,  a  label  stating  the  contents 
is  to  be  put  on  the  can  or  other  receptacle  into  which  the  product  is  placed. 
All  establishments  must  be  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition.  The  government 
maintains  the  system  of  inspection  at  its  own  cost. — The  pure  food  law, 
which  also  applies  merely  to  interstate  trade,  forbids  the  manufacture,  sale 
or  delivery  of  any  adulterated,  misbranded,  poisonous  or  deleterious  foods, 
drugs,  medicines  or  liquors.  Foods  and  drugs  are  to  be  considered  as 
adulterated  if  they  contain  any  substance  that  causes  them  to  fall  below  the 
regular  standard  in  purity,  quality  or  strength.  External  preservatives 
may  be  used  if  directions  for  their  removal  are  printed  on  the  package.  .  A 
£Edse  description  on  a  label  is  regarded  as  misleading,  and  the  using  of  such 
a  description  is  made  a  punishable  offense.  Mixtures  containing  alcohol, 
morphine,  opium  and  other  habit-forming  drugs  must  have  printed  on  the 
label  the  quantity  of  the  drug  contained.  The  word  "blend,"  "com- 
pound" or  "imitation"  must  appear  on  the  label  of  mixed  liquors,  etc., 
and  only  harmless  flavoring  and  coloring  ingredients  may  be  used. — The 
immnnity  law  was  passed  primarily  in  order  to  make  it  easier  for  the  gov- 
ernment to  obtain  information  of  violations  of  law  by  corporations.  Officers 
of  corporations  must  now  testify  to  the  misdeeds  of  their  company  without 
having  recourse  to  any  plea  of  immunity.  It  gives  the  government  wider 
power  than  ever  before  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  corporations. — ^The 
joint  Btatehood  law  provides  for  the  admission  of  Oklahoma  and  the 
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ladftA  tifHtory  )o!ntJy,  and  for  the  s^dmimAom  of  New  Mexico  xadM 
|olntly  tn  ai»e  each  of  lh««c  tuo  lerritoties  wot^xt^  sepamtelf  giroisMM 
in  fmvor  tif  siDch  admi$iiciii. — A  tyew  oattxrmMsatlim  laiw  iispoicfrfiia 
rcqubvmffnli  foi  ^dmiiMoA  lo  dtivenship.  Orvr  of  its  pfpvtitt»  s  ^i 
AiicD  wbo  b  uiUibJe  to  r»d  and  write  may  become  a  dtiidL  IVmiv 
tin  BUidc  to  prt'vent  the  pooMi^fif  frmiiduletit  natmaBntm.  tidi 
afttofitbcd  ctliien  retniiiiis  abfOiid  lor  five  years  or  mot^  b«  f^hn « 
ritUen  may  be  revoked.  This  pfovtsion  (which  is  fbufid  in  ttasfdi 
treaUea  conduded  by  the  Umted  States  but  now  Itrst  appeazs  ^m  I 
ititute-boolE)  It  ftimed  at  those  pernons  who.  aAer  obtai&inf  Aboi 
ftalof&tiiatmti,  retirm  to  thdr  cirigioa!  homes  aad  claim  U^  pnTileie 
Ammcmti  citiftiiship  without  dUchair^ing  any  of  the  duties  of  dtizei^  1 
dlvlMan  nf  tiaturalualioii  is  combined  with  the  bureau  of 
whidi  In  now  to  be  known  as  the  bureau  of  iitimigration  and  ] 
A  oattonAl  qmsnuitliis  act  replaces  the  dtsicordaAt  state  nik>  «iA  1 1 
fortn  system  of  reatrictbna. — Other  acts  provide  for  r^pr^anuing  Hkti 
tukr  service,  appn?pHate  |3$,c»oo  «  year  for  the  predde&t's  Uwd 
tMpcntes^  make  iJie  .\fanpota  grove  of  big  trees  a  national  T&arm 
pf«lllblt  the  canteen  system  in  idlers'  homes,  and  eKempt  denatiacdt 
hdl  frtKiH  the  internal  revenue  ux.  The  toul  appropriatioiis  made  if 
Congress  amounted  to  about  fa75,ooo»ooo.^Among  tbe  mteisnres  d 
failed  of  passage  were  ihe  IM  gianting  fuU  citizenship  to  Potto  Kk^m 
rhilippine  tariflT  btli  and  tiic  bill  for  regulating  campaign  conuibii 
The  Santo  Dtimingn,  Isle  of  f^ncs  and  Morocco  treaties  also  wentortf. 
THB  FHDERAIj  JUBEOLAJIT.-— In  the  cases  of  the  Security  Hm 
Life  Insurance  Co.  f.  Pruitt  and  of  the  Insurance  Com  mission  en;  of  the  S 
of  Kent  IK  ky  nnd  the  Travellers  Insurance  Company  of  fJartford  f.  the  a 
deciiled  May  14,  the  s^ipreme  court  held  that  a  state  has  the  po^^ertDi 
Tent  a  foreign  cfirporation  from  doing  business  within  its  borders  unless  s 
prohibititpfi  is  su  conditioned  as  to  violate  the  federal  constitution'  and 
a  state  statute  vvhich»  without  requiring  a  foreign  insurance  compact 
enter  into  any  a^'reement  not  to  remove  into  the  federal  court  cases  c 
menced  aqainst  it  in  the  state  court,  provides  that  if  the  companv  doc 
remove  such  a  ca^iC  its  license  to  do  business  within  the  state  shall  thcr 
be  revoked^  is  not  unconstitutional. — In  Pearson  t\  Williams,  United  St 
commissioner  of  immigration,  decided  May  14,  it  was  held  that  these 
tary  of  commerce  and  labor  has  a  right  under  the  act  of  March  \  1001 
order,  after  a  second  hearing  before  a  board  of  special  inquiri'  the  depc 
tion  of  an  alien  alleged  to  have  come  to  this  country'  under  contract  to 
form  labor^  although  there  had  previously  been  a  special  inquirv  before 
same  pers^jn*;  and  upnti  the  same  questions  at  the  time  of  the  alien* s  la 
ing  and  he  had  b*^en  allowed  tn  land.  The  board  of  inquiry  is  not  a  c 
but  an  instrument  of  the  executive  power,  and  its  decision  does  not  consti 
res  judicata  in  a  technical  sense. — ^In  the  case  of  Burton  r\  United  Sta 
decided  May  2 1 ,  it  was  held  that  Congress  has  pon  er  to  make  it  an  oflft 
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against  the  United  States  for  a  senator  or  representative,  after  his  election 
and  during  his  continuance  in  office,  to  agree  to  receive,  or  in  fact  to  re- 
ceive, compensation  for  services  before  a  department  of  the  government  in 
relation  to  matters  in  which  the  United  States  is  directly  interested.  The 
fact,  however,  that  the  sentence  imposed  upon  a  senator  convicted  of  an 
offense  includes  the  affirmation  that  he  is  rendered  forever  thereafter  in- 
capable of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  emolument  under  the  government 
of  the  United  States  does  not  operate  ipso  facto  to  vacate  his  seat  nor  does 
it  compel  the  Senate  to  expel  him  or  to  regard  him  as  expelled  (see  State 
AND  Municipal  Affairs,  infra). — In  Ayer  and  Lord  Tie  Company  v. 
Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  it  was  held  that  vessels  which  are  owned  by 
a  corporation  domiciled  in  one  state  and  which,  though  enrolled  in  a  part 
of  another  state,  are  not  engaged  in  commerce  exclusively  in  the  latter 
state  but  in  interstate  commerce  and  are  taxed  and  have  acquired  a  per- 
manent situs  for  taxation  in  the  first  state  are  not  subject  to  taxation  by 
the  second  state. — In  Willard  v.  Roberts  it  was  held  that  the  constitutional 
provision  that  revenue  bills  must  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  not  in  the  Senate  is  applicable  to  bills  that  levy  taxes  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  word  and  not  to  bills  for  other  purposes  which  may  incidentally  create 
revenue. — In  McNeill  v.  Southern  Railway  Co.  and  Southern  Railway  Co. 
V.  McNeill,  it  was  held  that  while  a  state  may  confer  power  on  an  adminis- 
trative agency  to  make  reasonable  regulations  as  to  the  place,  time  and 
manner  of  delivery  of  merchandise  moving  in  channels  of  interstate  com- 
merce, any  regulation  which  directly  burdens  interstate  commerce  is  re- 
pugnant to  the  federal  constitution. — In  People  of  the  State  of  New  York 
upon  the  relation  of  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co. 
V,  Miller  and  in  other  cases  it  was  held  that  if  a  statute  of  a  state  as  con- 
strued by  its  highest  court  is  valid  under  the  federal  constitution  the  United 
States  supreme  court  is  bound  by  that  construction,  and  that  in  determining 
the  value  of  a  railway  franchise  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  by  a  state  ac- 
count may  be  taken  of  the  value  of  railway  cars  temporarily  absent  from 
the  state. — ^The  persons  cited  by  the  supreme  court  to  appear  and  answer 
charges  of  contempt  based  on  the  lynching  at  Chattanooga  of  the  negro 
Edward  Johnson  in  March  (see  last  Record,  p.  367)  presented  themselves 
before  the  court  on  October  15.  The  chief  counsel  for  the  defendants 
contended  that  the  court  had  exceeded  its  jurisdiction  by  granting  the  negro 
a  stay  of  sentence.  The  answer  on  the  part  of  the  department  of  justice 
which  is  prosecuting  the  case  for  the  United  States  had  not  been  made  at 
the  close  of  this  Record. — For  other  federal  decisions  see  The  Trust 
Problem,  infra, 

STATE  AND  MUNICIPAL  AFFAIRS. — Disastrous  storms  swept  the 
coasts  of  Alabama  and  Florida  late  in  September  and  again  in  October. 
At  Mobile  alone  the  September  storm  is  reported  to  have  resulted  in  the 
death  of  more  than  100  persons,  while  the  property  loss  was  estimated  at 
many  millions.     The  October  storm,  which  occurred  on  the  i8th,  was  par- 
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ticularly  destructive  at  Elliott's  Key,  where  a  wave  drowned  more  thai 
people. — In  June  the  long  political  deadlock  in  Delaware  (see  Recoi 
June,  1905,  p.  366)  was  at  last  broken  by  the  defeat  of  Addicks  anc 
election  to  the  United  States  Senate  of  Colonel  Henry  A.  du  Pont. — ^ 
instance  of  the  governor  and  the  attorney-general  of  Tndtanii  a  raic 
made  on  July  3  upon  the  notorious  French  Lick  Springs  hotel,  the  pro 
of  Thomas  Taggart,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  national  conunittee, 
a  large  quantity  of  gambling  apparatus  was  seized.  Many  Demo< 
newspapers  called  upon  Mr.  Taggart  to  resign  his  chairmanship,  but  1 
fused  to  do  so. — On  June  4  Joseph  R.  Burton,  United  States  senator 
Kan—,  who  had  previously  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of  practidnj 
fore  a  government  department  while  a  member  of  the  Senate  (see 
Federal  Judiciary,  supra)  resigned  from  that  body  in  order  to  e 
expulsion.  Governor  Hoch  offered  the  vacant  seat  to  F.  D.  Cobum, 
retary  of  the  state  board  of  agriculture,  and  when  he  declined  it  appo 
Judge  A.  W.  Benson.  All  legal  resorts  having  failed,  Burton  begs 
October  to  serve  his  sentence. — A  bill  providing  for  publicity  of  cam] 
contributions  was  signed  by  Governor  Higgins  of  New  Tork  on  May  : 
John  M.  Pattison,  Democratic  governor  of  Ohio,  died  on  June  18,  anc 
succeeded  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Harris,  a  Republican. — In  May  1 
fires  laid  waste  many  hundred  square  miles  of  territory  in  the  Upper  P 
sula  of  BSichigan  and  destroyed  several  villages. — In  Oregoo  womai 
frage  was  voted  down  by  47,075  against  36,902. — In  Soath  CaroUn 
questions  whether  Senator  Tillman  should  be  returned  to  the  Senat< 
whether  the  state  dispensary  system  should  be  continued  were  bot 
swered  in  the  affirmative  by  the  Democratic  primaries  late  in  Augu 
The  Senate  committee  on  privileges  and  elections  reported  in  May 
small  majority  that  Reed  Smoot,  senator-elect  from  Utah  (see  Recor 
June,  1904,  p.  341),  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  take  his  seat.  On  Octo 
Joseph  F.  Smith,  the  president  of  the  Mormon  Church,  was  arreste< 
bound  over  to  the  district  court  on  a  charge  of  polygamy.  The  com] 
was  sworn  to  by  a  Mormon  deputy  sheriff,  the  warrant  was  serve 
order  of  a  Mormon  sheriff,  and  the  committing  magistrate  was  a 
Mormon. — On  July  17  it  was  held  by  the  VirgiDia  corporation 
that  the  Churchman  two-cents-a-mile-rate  law  was  in  violation  o 
fourteenth  amendment  to  the  federal  constitution  and  was  therefore  vo 
New  primary  election  laws  have  been  adopted  in  'Wiacoiudn  and  1 
Dakota. — A  committee  of  the  National  Civic  Federation,  composi 
Profs.  Frank  J.  Goodnow  and  John  R.  Commons,  Exiward  W.  B 
superintendent  of  the  water  division  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  others,  i 
an  extended  study  during  the  summer  of  the  workings  of  municipal  o^ 
ship  and  operation  in  certain  of  the  cities  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire 
The  League  of  American  Municipalities,  at  its  tenth  annual  convent] 
Chicago  in  September,  refused  to  put  itself  on  record  as  either  for  or  a^ 
municipal  ownership. 
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THE  CAMPAIGN  AND  THE  ELECTIONfik — The  political  campaign 
was  an  unusually  quiet  one.  The  Republicans  went  before  the  people  on 
the  record  of  the  president  and  of  Congress,  and  national  issues  were  not 
clearly  defined.  A  feature  of  the  campaign  was  the  entrance  into  politics 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  In  the  middle  of  July  the  executive 
council  of  that  body  issued  an  address  recommending  the  defeat  of  persons 
hostile  to  organized  labor.  Elspecially  strong  efforts  were  made  by  Mr. 
Gompers,  president  of  the  federation,  to  prevent  the  reelection  to  the  House 
of  Mr.  Littlefield  in  Maine  and  of  Speaker  Joseph  Cannon  in  Illinois,  but 
his  efforts  in  both  cases  were  without  avail. — An  episode  of  interest  was  a 
monster  reception  tendered  by  Democrats  from  all  over  the  country  on 
August  30  to  Mr.  William  Jennings  Bryan  on  his  arrival  at  New  York  from 
a  tour  around  the  world.  In  a  speech  at  Madison  Square  Garden  Mr. 
Br>'an  committed  himself  to  the  principle  of  the  government  ownership  of 
railroads.  His  attitude  on  this  subject  served  once  more  to  alienate  certain 
sections  of  his  party,  and  enthusiasm  for  him,  which  had  displayed  itself  in 
several  states  in  endorsements  of  him  for  the  Democratic  presidential  nom- 
ination in  1908,  has  perceptibly  fallen  off. — In  Georgia  a  contest  filled  with 
disgraceful  personalities  and  other  undesirable  features  resulted  in  the  nom- 
ination for  governor  by  the  Democrats  of  Hoke  Smith,  ex-secretary  of  the 
interior,  over  Clark  Howell,  editor  of  the  Atlanta  Constitution,  and  other 
aspirants,  and  in  the  subsequent  election  of  Smith.  In  Iowa  Governor 
Cummins,  the  Republican  champion  of  tariff  revision,  was  renominated  for 
a  third  term  despite  the  opposition  of  Secretary  Shaw,  but  the  platform  was 
a  temporizing  one.  In  Oregon  George  £.  Chamberlain,  Democratic  gov- 
ernor, was  reelected  in  June  by  a  small  majority,  but  the  Republicans  gained 
both  Congressional  seats.  In  Bflaine  the  September  election,  which  had  been 
preceded  by  a  campaign  in  which  the  liquor  question  was  the  chief  issue, 
resulted  in  the  election  of  a  Republican  governor,  but  by  greatly  decreased 
pluralities.  In  Pennsylvania  the  reform  Republicans  took  the  name  of  the 
Lincoln  party  and  nominated  Lewis  Emery  for  governor,  who  was  also 
supported  by  the  Democrats.  The  regular  Republican  nominee,  Edwin  S. 
Stuart,  ex -may  or  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  November  6.  In  New 
Tork  state  William  Randolph  Hearst,  the  well-known  editor  and  newspaper 
proprietor,  was  nominated  for  governor  by  the  Independence  League  on  a 
platform  advocating  government  ownership.  He  was  later  accepted  by  the 
regular  Democratic  convention.  As  his  opponent  the  Republicans  put 
forward  Mr.  Charles  E.  Hughes,  a  lawyer  who  had  distinguished  himself 
in  the  investigation  of  the  life  insurance  scandals  (see  last  Record,  p. 
364).  Many  Democrats  of  prominence  and  many  Democratic  newspapers 
refused  to  support  Mr.  Hearst.  Mr.  Hughes  was  elected  over  Mr.  Hearst, 
November  6,  by  about  60,000  plurality,  but  as  this  Record  closes  the  Demo- 
cratic candidates  appear  to  have  been  elected  to  the  other  state  offices. 
— The  election  on  November  6  was  on  the  whole  a  victory  for  the  Republi- 
cans.    Their  majority  of  112  in  the  House  of  Representatives  was,  hew- 
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THB  TBUST  PBOBLBM.— On  May  2  C 
ted  to  the  president  a  report  of  his  investiga 
pany.  The  report  showed  that  the  company 
kinds  of  favors  from  transportation  companies 
the  published  rates;  second,  advantages  unc 
quicker  service,  etc. .  and  in  the  refusal  of  raiL 
other  companies.  On  the  4th  the  president 
to  Congress  setting  forth  the  evils  discovered  ^ 
conferred  upon  the  interstate  commerce  conu 
scribed.  (For  the  railroad  rate  legislation  sc 
prosecutions  have  been  instituted  for  giving  or 
1 2  the  Armour,  Swift,  Cudahy  and  Nelson  Mc 
found  guilty  of  violating  the  Elkins  act  and  ^ 
Burlington  road  which  granted  the  rebates  w 
Two  New  York  brokers  connected  with  the  c 
though  the  Elkins  act  provided  merely  for  fines 
of  a  conspiracy  and,  under  section  5440  of 
sentenced,  one  to  four  and  the  other  to  three  r 
peal  was  taken.  In  a  later  case  against  the 
and  the  American  sugar  refining  company  Ju< 
tention  that  the  agreement  to  give  a  rebate 
with  imprisonment  while  the  actual  giving  of  1 
able  only  by  a  fine  seems  to  me  too  subtle  a  dij 
administration  of  the  criminal  law.*'  In  July 
about  $60,000  for  rebating;  in  October  the  1 
victed  of  the  same  offense;  and  there  have  b^ 
numerous  indictments  against  the  Standard  o 
and  other  defendants  are  still  pending. — The  i] 
the  I^cnnsylvania  railroad  company  by  the  inter 
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£act  that  the  stock  of  the  company  was  '*  owned  "  by  a  holding  company  in 
London  called  •*  The  General  Industrial  Development  Syndicate,  Limited." 
It  appears  that  this  dummy  concern  was  created  with  the  expectation  that 
the  ostensible  holding  of  the  stock  of  the  company  abroad  would  bury  the 
link  connecting  the  real  American  owners  with  the  subsidiary  company  and 
that  the  tracing  of  the  stock  lodged  in  London  back  to  the  Standard  oil 
company  in  America  would  be  found  to  be  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
American  courts.  The  case  in  question  resulted  in  a  verdict  of  guilty,  and 
a  heavy  fine  was  imposed.     Appeal  was  taken. 

liABOR  AND  CAPITAL. — On  May  5  a  convention  of  anthracite  miners 
at  Scranton,  Pennsylvania  (see  last  Record,  p.  366)  decided  in  fevor  of 
returning  to  work  under  the  terms  of  the  award  of  the  anthracite  coal  strike 
commission  of  1903.  An  agreement  to  last  for  three  years  was  later  entered 
mto  between  the  men  and  their  employers,  and  a  general  strike  was  thereby 
averted.  On  June  i  the  joint  convention  of  coal  miners  and  operators  of 
Illinois  adopted  an  agreement  to  hold  until  March  31,  1908.  This  formally 
ended  a  suspension  of  work  which  had  kept  about  60,000  miners  idle  for 
two  months.  Attempts  to  operate  mines  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  with  non- 
union labor  resulted  on  June  4  in  armed  clashes  between  strikers  and 
guards.  The  sheriff  of  the  county  applied  to  the  governor  for  aid,  and  two 
regiments  of  militia  were  sent  to  the  seat  of  trouble,  with  the  result  that 
order  was  restored. — On  July  13,  at  a  conference  between  President  John 
Mitchell,  Secretary  Wilson  and  other  representatives  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  and  prominent  mine  operators,  it  was  agreed  that  the  miners  in 
the  central  Pennsylvania  bituminous  field  should  resume  work  on  practic- 
ally the  same  basis  as  that  of  1905.  The  operators  gained  the  principle  of 
the  open  shop  and  of  arbitration,  and  maintained  their  contention  regarding 
the  check-weighing  system. — Freight  handlers  on  the  great  lakes  struck  in 
the  middle  of  May  in  order  to  secure  recognition  of  the  Lake  Pilots'  pro- 
tective association,  an  organization  composed  of  mates  on  freight  boats. 
The  Lake  Carriers*  association  refused  the  demand,  and  after  a  few  days  of 
idleness  the  men  consented  to  return  to  work  on  last  year's  basis.  The 
disputed  points  were  held  over  for  later  settlement. — In  May  a  strike  of 
union  funeral  drivers  in  New  York  resulted  in  funeral  processions  being 
stopped  and  mourners  and  non-union  drivers  being  subjected  to  violence. — 
The  strike  of  the  structural  iron  workers  (Housesmiths*  and  Bridgmen's 
union)  in  the  same  city  (see  last  Record,  p.  366)  culminated  on  July  10  in  a 
murderous  attack  of  thirty  union  workmen  upon  special  policemen  employed 
in  protecting  non-union  workmen  employed  on  the  New  Plaza  hotel.  One 
of  the  policemen  was  mortally  wounded  and  two  others  were  left  for  dead. 
The  strike  was  soon  after  declared  off  by  the  union,  but  the  Allied  Iron 
Trades  association  refused  to  reemploy  the  men  until  the  principle  of  the 
open  shop  was  agreed  to  nationally. — The  work  of  rebuilding  San  Fran- 
cisco has  been  greatly  impeded  by  labor  troubles.  On  August  26  street-car 
traffic  was  almost  entirely  suspended  as  a  result  of  a  strike  for  higher  wages 
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and  shorter  hours. — Labor  troubles  in  the  Standard  oil  company's  w 
Whiting,  Indiana,  resulted  on  September  25  in  riots,  in  which  a  doz 
sons  were  severely  injured. — New  child  labor  laws  have  been  pas 
Georgia  and  by  Mar>'land.— On  July  19,  at  the  instance  of  Secretai 
President  Roosevelt  issued  an  order  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  0 
which  provides  that,  except  in  cases  of  emergency,  work  upon  gove 
buildings,  ships  and  other  properties  shaU  be  limited  to  eight  hour 
for  each  workman.  The  law  applies  to  workmen  employed  by  con 
as  well  as  to  those  employed  directly  by  the  government. — Ehir 
summer  sensational  revelations  were  made  concerning  the  practice  < 
peonage  in  Florida  lumber  camps.  The  victims  were  in  most  case 
rant  foreigners  who  had  been  enticed  to  the  South  under  pretense  o 
able  terms  of  employment. 

THB  RACE  PBOBI^BBC  AND  LYNCHING. — As  usual,  the  ] 
months  have  been  marked  by  numerous  outbreaks  of  race  hostility 
mob  violence.  On  July  i  six  hundred  citizens  of  the  northern  par 
Chickasaw  nation  lynched  and  burned  Will  Newbright,.a  negro 
Antonio,  accused  of  attacking  the  daughter  of  a  fJEirmer.  Several 
States  marshals  attempted  to  take  the  negro  from  the  mob  but  ^ 
successful.  On  August  6  a  mob  stormed  the  jail  in  Salisbur>\  Nort 
lina,  to  obtain  possession  of  five  negroes  charged  with  the  murder  of 
family.  The  militia  fired  upon  the  mob  and  mortally  wounded  01 
but  the  mob  obtained  possession  of  the  negroes  and  lynched  three  c 
Many  members  of  the  mob  were  arrested,  and  four  days  later  on< 
ringleaders,  an  ex-convict,  was  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  bi 
Long  to  fifteen  years  at  hard  labor.  At  Charlotte  in  the  same  st 
true  bills  were  found  on  July  16  against  participants  in  the  lynching 
V.  Johnson  at  Wadesborough  on  May  28.  At  Greenwood.  South  C 
Bob  Davis,  a  negro  who  had  attacked  a  white  girl  and  later  had  cri 
assaulted  a  colored  girl,  was  lynched  on  August  16  by  a  mob  de 
appeal  made  by  Governor  Heyward  to  allow  the  law  to  take  its  coi 
week  later  Willie  Spain,  a  negro  accused  of  having  attempted  to 
window  of  a  white  man's  house,  was  shot  to  death  by  a  mob  1 
George,  Dorchester  county.  South  Carolina.  As  usual  the  sheriff  i 
protect  the  prisoner.  On  the  following  day  the  jury  in  the  case 
Galbraith,  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  lynchings  of  Springfield,  Missc 
last  Record,  p.  368),  failed  to  agree  after  twenty-four  hours  and  w 
charged.  One  of  the  worst  outbreaks  of  recent  years  occurred  in  x 
Georgia.  On  the  night  of  September  22,  aroused  by  a  number  of 
or  attempted  assaults  on  white  women,  white  mobs,  rendered  moi 
no  doubt  by  the  useless  agitation  of  the  race  issue  injected  into  the 
natorial  contest  between  Messrs.  Hoke  Smith  and  Clark  Howell,  b 
attack  negroes  wherever  found,  including  peacefid  barbers  and 
riding  in  street  cars.  In  a  few  instances  the  negroes  attempted  re 
Although  the  militia  was  called  out,  the  riots  continued  for  three 
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days,  resulting  in  the  death,  according  to  one  report,  of  18  negroes  and  one 
white  man.  So  far  as  is  known,  not  one  of  the  negroes  slain  was  in  any 
way  connected  with  the  offenses  which  led  to  the  outbreak.  Many  arrests 
were  made,  mostly  of  negroes.  At  Mobile,  Alabama,  on  October  2  a 
special  policeman  was  killed  and  a  member  of  the  city  council  was  wounded 
by  a  mob  which  was  endeavoring  to  break  into  the  jail  for  the  purpose  of 
lynching  a  negro  charged  with  assault.  The  negro  had  previously  been 
removed.  Four  days  later  on  a  train  near  the  same  town  200  men  took 
two  negroes  from  Sheriff  Powers  and  his  deputies  and  hanged  them.  The 
sheriff  and  his  party  were  armed  with  shotguns  and  revolvers  but  offered  no 
effectual  resistance.  Lynchings  are  also  reported  from  Arkansas,  Texas 
and  elsewhere.  In  October  a  negro  college  building  in  the  town  of  Seneca, 
South  Carolina,  was  destroyed  by  dynamite.  The  negroes  retaliated  by 
firing  the  town. — Several  cases  of  peonage  have  recently  come  to  light. 
At  Staunton,  Missouri,  on  June  13  the  United  States  marshal  arrested 
James  £.  Smith,  a  prominent  planter,  on  the  charge  of  holding  negroes  in 
bondage  and  forcing  them  to  work.  Smith's  son  and  other  persons  were 
arrested  later  on  the  same  charge.  The  trials  occurred  in  September  at 
Cape  Girardeau,  and  resulted  in  the  conviction  of  the  accused.  Smith  him- 
self was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  three  and  one-half  years,  and  to  pay  a 
fine  of  $5000,  his  son  to  two  and  one-half  years  and  to  pay  an  equal  amount, 
and  five  guards  employed  by  them  were  sentenced  to  terms  varying  from 
one  to  two  years.  — At  Brownsville,  Texas,  in  August  the  attitude  adopted 
by  the  whites  toward  the  colored  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Ringgold  led  to 
encounters  in  which  one  white  man  was  killed  and  another  was  wounded. 
Protests  against  the  presence  of  the  negro  troops  having  been  forwarded  to 
him,  the  i>resident  ordered  that  the  troops  be  transferred  and  the  fort 
abandoned.  As  the  men  refused  to  disclose  the  identity  of  the  guilty 
parties,  the  president,  on  November  6,  ordered  that  the  whole  body  of 
troops  concerned  be  dismissed  from  the  service  in  disgrace  and  that  the 
men  be  debarred  forever  from  re^nlistment  and  from  civil  positions  under 
the  federal  government. 

III.  LATIN  AMERICA. 
President  Palma  was  peacefully  inaugurated  for  a  second  time  as  Presi- 
dent of  Cuba  on  May  20.  In  August,  however,  dissatisfaction  on  the  part 
of  the  defeated  Liberals  and  their  resentment  of  illegalities  alleged  to  have 
been  practiced  in  the  elections  (see  last  Record,  p.  369)  resulted  in  a 
rebellion.  The  movement  was  started  in  the  western  part  of  the  island  by 
Quintin  Bandera,  formerly  a  noted  leader  in  the  wars  for  independence. 
The  government  arrested  many  Liberal  leaders,  including  Jose  Miguel 
Gomez,  Liberal  candidate  at  the  last  election  for  the  presidency,  on  charges 
of  sympathy  with  the  rebellion,  and  Bandera  was  defeated  and  killed  on 
August  23  by  a  detachment  of  rural  guards.  Other  risings,  however, 
occurred  in  other  parts  of  the  island  under  Pino  Guerra,  an  ex -congressman. 
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have  been  at  the  bottom  of  the  revolutionary  plans,  it  being  asserted  that 
President  Escalon  was  too  favorable  to  the  Independent  party's  candidate. 
— In  May  a  delegation  of  Liberals  from  Panama  visited  the  United  States 
for  the  alleged  purpose  of  securing  aid  to  prevent  the  party  in  power  from 
using  fraud  in  the  coming  elections,  but  the  mission  was  unsuccessful.  In 
spite  of  threats  of  revolution,  the  elections,  partly  because  of  representations 
made  by  the  United  States,  passed  off  in  comparative  quiet,  although  some 
heads  were  broken.  Supporters  of  the  existing  government  were  generally 
elected.  In  August  a  plot  to  assassinate  President  Amador  was  discovered. 
— On  May  1 7  Acting  President  Gomez  of  Venesnola  appointed  a  new  cabi- 
net. In  October  General  Castro  quitted  his  retirement  and  once  more 
resumed  the  presidency  (see  last  Record,  p.  369). — An  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  overthrow  the  Alfaro  government  was  made  in  Bouador  in  Sep- 
tember.— A  rebellion  occurred  during  the  summer  in  the  state  of  Matto 
Grasso,  BrazU.  Early  in  July  the  rebels  murdered  the  governor  and  occu- 
pied the  capital.  The  revolt  was  suppressed.  In  August  another  outbreak 
occurred  at  Aracajin,  in  the  state  of  Sergipe. — On  July  25  Pedro  Monte, 
vice-president  of  Chile,  was  chosen  president,  to  succeed  Jermain  Riesco. 
On  August  16  the  city  of  Valparaiso  and  other  towns  were  overwhelmed  by 
an  earthquake,  which  killed  several  thousand  people,  rendered  many  thou- 
sands homeless  and  destroyed  about  $100,000,000  worth  of  property. 
Assistance  was  rendered  from  abroad,  and  the  government  also  appropri- 
ated large  sums  to  aid  the  sufferers. 

IV.  BRITISH  AMERICA  AND  AUSTRALIA 
Immigration  into  the  Dominion  of  Canada  is  increasing  rapidly,  but  the 
undesirable  character  of  some  of  the  immigrants  has  aroused  a  feeling  in 
favor  of  restriction.  The  finance  minister  in  his  budget  speech  on  May  22 
announced  an  excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures  amounting  to  $7,860,000 
and  predicted  a  still  larger  surplus  for  the  current  year.  Early  in  June  the 
promotion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  minister  of  justice,  to  be  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  necessitated  a  reorganization  of  the  cabinet.  The  Domin- 
ion parliament,  which  adjourned  in  July,  authorized  the  construction  of 
more  than  5000  miles  of  railway  in  various  parts  of  the  Dominion. — The 
Alberta  legislature  has  selected  Edmonton  as  the  capital. — The  June  elec- 
tions in  Nova  Scotia  resulted  in  a  gain  of  three  seats  by  the  Conservatives. 
— In  August  an  anti-trust  bill  was  passed  by  the  commonwealth  parliament 
of  ▲ustralia.  A  preference  of  ten  per  cent  on  British  goods  and  a  prefer- 
ential treaty  with  New  Zealand  were  voted  by  the  federal  senate  in  Sep- 
tember. New  Zealand,  however,  later  rejected  the  treaty.  In  October  a 
preferential  treaty  with  South  Africa  was  also  passed. — Early  in  May  Mr. 
Rason  resigned  the  premiership  of  'Waatam  Australia  to  become  agent- 
general  in  London.  After  Mr.  Frank  Wilson  had  failed  in  an  attempt  to 
form  a  new  ministry,  Mr.  Moore  succeeded.  Dissatisfied  with  the  refusal 
of  the  federal  government  to  authorize  a  survey  for  a  transcontinental  rail- 
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bill  passed  by  the  Commons  prohibiting  entrance  into  the  country  of  aliens 
to  take  the  places  of  British  workingmen  during  trades  disputes. — Parlia- 
ment adjourned  on  August  3  until  October  23.  Among  the  measures  which 
went  over  were  a  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Bryce,  authorizing  a  loan  of 
j£4, 500,000  with  which  to  provide  cottages  for  Irish  laborers,  and  a  bill 
dealing  with  colonial  marriages.  The  former  had  passed  the  Commons, 
and  the  latter  had  passed  its  second  reading  in  that  house. — When  the 
autumn  session  opened,  the  ^^oman  suifragists,  who  have  been  very  active 
during  the  past  few  months,  made  a  demonstration  to  advance  their  cause. 
Some  of  the  women  mounted  a  window  sill  of  the  outer  lobby  of  the  House 
of  Commons  and  began  haranguing  the  crowd,  but  were  removed  by  the 
police.  Elight  of  the  more  violent  were  arrested.  The  remainder  then 
attempted  to  hold  a  meeting  on  the  Thames  embankment,  but  this  also  was 
prevented  by  the  police  because  meetings  within  one  mile  of  Parliament  are 
illegal.  The  agitators  then  adjourned  to  tea.  Some  of  those  arrested 
were  later  sentenced  to  imprisonment. — On  July  12  Mr.  Haldane,  the 
secretar)'  of  war,  announced  that  the  government  would  endeavor  to 
secure  a  more  economical  administration  of  the  army,  and  would  reduce 
the  regular  force  by  ten  battalions.  The  proposed  reduction  aroused  great 
opposition  in  certain  circles. — On  August  8  the  court  of  appeal,  the  master 
of  the  rolls,  and  Lords  Justices  Moulton  and  Farwell  handed  down  an 
important  judgment  in  an  appeal  of  the  West  Yorkshire  county  council,  the 
question  at  issue  being  whether  the  local  educational  authorities  are  liable 
to  pay  the  expense  of  denominational  religious  instruction  in  non -provided 
schools  under  the  educational  act  of  1902.  Their  lordships  held  that  the 
local  authorities  are  not  so  liable.  Appeal  was  taken  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
— On  September  3  a  congress  of  490  delegates  representing  a  million  and 
a  half  trades  unionists  met  at  Liverpool.  The  congress  passed  resolutions 
instructing  the  Labor  members  in  Parliament  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
nationalization  of  railroads,  canals  and  mines.  A  resolution  was  also  carried 
in  favor  of  an  eight-hour  day. 

FRANCIL — On  May  day  there  was  some  disorder  in  Paris  as  a  result  of 
labor  demonstrations,  but  the  government  had  taken  elaborate  precautions  to 
crush  out  any  revolt  and  hundreds  of  arrests  were  made.  On  the  following 
Sunday  the  general  election  took  place  in  comparative  quiet  and  resulted  in 
gains  for  the  existing  government.  The  principal  significance  of  the  result 
was  the  ratification  by  the  people  of  the  separation  law  (see  last  Record, 
p.  371). — The  deficit  for  the  fiscal  year  amounted  to  about  180,000,000 
francs,  there  having  been  extraordinary  expenditures  in  putting  the  country 
in  a  state  of  defence  during  the  quarrel  with  Germany  over  the  Moroccan 
aSXxix  (see  last  Record,  p.  353).  The  cabinet  agreed  upon  an  income  tax 
bill  to  be  submitted  to  the  legislature. — This  body  opened  on  June  i,  and 
M.  Henri  Brisson  was  elected  president  of  the  Chamber  .of  Deputies. — In 
the  same  month  the  revision  of  the  Dresrfae  case  (see  Record  for  June, 
1904,  p.  359)  was  begun  in  the  court  of  cassation.     In  the  middle  of  July 


uicun  was  aiso  aaopceo.  ioc  rcopenin|^  ot  I 
partial  renewal  of  the  old  bitter  feeling,  and  a 
era  and  duels  resulted.  The  outcome,  howevc 
tion  by  the  great  majority  of  the  French  (>eopl< 
yard  of  the  Nicole  Militaire,  where  eleven  ye: 
graded.  Major  Dreyfus  was  presented  before  d 
the  Legion  of  Honor. — Despite  the  issue  of  a  ] 
NATIONAL  Relations;  against  the  aepsmtlcx 
severed  in  the  intention  to  enforce  it.  On  Sepi 
met  in  Paris  and  sent  a  telegiam  to  the  pope 
tions  and  expressing  the  hope  that  they  would 
the  difficulty,  but  later  they  adjourned  without  1: 
parishes  the  priests  and  people  have  formed  ass 
the  law  without  having  received  sanction  from  ti 
M.  Sarrien  announced  that  because  of  ill  heal 
from  the  cabinet,  and  all  the  other  ministers 
resignations.  M.  Cl^menceau,  minister  of  the  i 
with  the  formation  of  a  new  ministry,  which  inc 
minister  of  war  and  M.  Viviani,  the  well  know 
ister  of  labor.  The  policy  of  the  govemmej 
unchanged. 

OBRBCAirsr. — On  May  1 5  the  Balohstag  by 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  payment  of 
goverrunent's  proposal  to  change  article  28  ol 
which  requires  the  presence  of  a  quorum  of  199  ] 
validity  of  all  divisions.  Later  in  the  month  t 
government's  bill  for  establishing  a  new  secreta 
fused  most  of  the  supplementary  credits  for  Soi 
tember,  as  a  result  of  disclosures  of  corruption  i 
of  the  foreign  office,  Prince  Hohenlohe-Langen 
resijrned.  and  the  emperor  created  much  commei 
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son  but  that  the  emperor  and  his  chancellor  had  declined  to  consider  the 
proposal. — A  Socialist  congress  met  at  Mannheim  on  September  23,  and  a 
few  days  later  Herr  Bebel  made  a  speech  opposing  general  strikes  as  a 
mode  of  political  agitation.  A  compromise  was  later  adopted  to  the  effect 
that  the  trades  unions  and  the  Social  Democratic  party  should  endeavor  to 
arrive  at  an  understanding  in  order  to  secure  unity  of  action  in  general 
strikes  and  in  all  other  matters  of  vital  moment  to  both.  Herr  Bebel  op- 
posed a  proposition  that  the  party  should  enter  upon  a  general  propaganda 
against  militarism,  and  pointed  out  that  owing  to  the  situation  in  Germany 
a  strong  military  force  was  vital  to  her  preservation. — Early  in  October  the 
police  at  Posen  seized  10,000  copies  of  a  fiery  proclamation  calling  upon 
Polas  to  meet  and  protest  against  religious  instruction  being  given  in  the 
schools  in  German.  Numerous  other  manifestations  have  occurred  to  show 
the  bitterness  stirred  up  by  the  government's  efforts  to  Germanize  the  Poles. 
AUBTRIA-u u n G ART. — In  Austria  the  Gautsch  cabinet,  having  failed 
to  carry  through  its  universal  suffrage  bill  (see  last  Record,  p.  374), 
resigned  early  in  May.  Prince  Conrad  zu  Hohenlohe-Schillingsfurst,  gover- 
nor of  Trieste,  was  entrusted  with  the  formation  of  a  new  cabinet.  In  his 
first  speech  in  the  Reichsrath  on  May  1 5  the  new  premier  expressed  the 
hope  that  franchise  reform  would  put  an  end  to  racial  strife,  and  that  along- 
side of  its  justifiable  local  patriotism  each  race  would  find  room  for  Austrian 
patriotism.  After  holding  office  only  a  little  more  than  three  weeks,  how- 
ever, Prince  Hohenlohe  resigned  because  the  emperor  not  only  accepted 
the  Hungarian  demand  that  the  tariff  be  voted  in  Hungary  as  a  distinct 
Hungarian  measure,  but  also  the  principle  that  the  future  economic  rela- 
tionship between  Austria  and  Hungary  be  regulated  not  by  a  "customs  and 
trade  alliance  * '  or  economic  compact  as  hitherto,  but  by  a  special  com- 
mercial treaty  as  devised  by  Kossuth  and  the  party  of  independence. 
Baron  Keck,  an  official  in  the  department  of  ag^culture,  was  charged  with 
the  formation  of  a  new  cabinet,  and  after  much  difficulty  succeeded  in  con- 
structing a  coalition  composed  of  leaders  from  the  German  People's  partj*, 
the  German  Progressive  party,  the  Polish  party  and  the  Young  Czech  party. — 
On  June  1 5  a  violent  demonstration  was  made  by  a  mob  in  Vienna  against 
the  Hungarian  delegation,  and  the  incident,  though  deplored  by  the  em- 
peror and  the  Austrian  cabinet,  served  still  further  to  complicate  the  rela- 
tions between  the  discordant  parts  of  the  dual  monarchy.  On  September  9, 
in  an  interview  between  Baron  von  Beck  and  Dr.  Wekerle  at  Budapest,  it  was 
agreed  to  entrust  the  solution  of  the  various  economic  and  technical  ques- 
tions to  a  special  commission  of  Austrian  and  Hungarian  experts. — The 
Hungarian  elections  early  in  May  resulted  in  the  return  to  the  Chamber  of 
an  Independence  majority  of  about  230.  The  new  Chamber  held  its  pre- 
liminary sitting  in  Budapest  on  May  21,  and  the  new  Parliament  was 
formally  opened  on  the  2 2d  by  the  emperor-king,  who  referred  regretfully 
to  past  misunderstandings,  and  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  universal  suf 
frage.     As  yet,  however,  no  such  measure  has  been  passed. 
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ITALT. — Rather  serious  strike  disorders  occurred  at  Turin,  Bolc^n: 
Rome  early  in  May.  but  on  the  i  ith  the  representative  of  the  Chaml 
Labor  proclaimed  the  strike  at  an  end.  On  May  i8  Baron  Soni 
ministry  resigned  in  consequence  of  an  adverse  vote  on  a  question  oi 
cedure,  and  Signor  Giolitti  was  entrusted  with  the  task  of  forming  '* 
ministry,  in  which  he  took  the  department  of  the  interior  and  Signor  1 
that  of  foreign  affairs.  The  new  minister  announced  measures  for  tl 
lief  of  the  southern  provinces  and  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia,  for  the  orgs 
tion  of  the  railway  service  and  for  the  construction  of  supplementary 
roads  in  Sicily. 

RUBSZA. — The  resignation  of  Count  Sergius  Witte,  the  premier 
officially  announced  on  May  2.  This  event  was  variously  explained, 
cording  to  one  version,  Count  Witte  resigned  because  he  failed  to  per 
the  czar  to  sanction  new  organic  laws  which  would  leave  the  premier  : 
hand  and  would  deprive  the  Duma  of  any  initiative.  According  to  ac 
version,  Count  Witte,  while  pursuing  a  policy  of  reaction  and  repre 
endeavored  to  place  the  responsibitity  for  this  unpopular  policy  on 
ministers,  and  the  czar,  to  whom  the  count  was  persona  non  grata ^  too 
vantage  of  the  resultant  dissensions  in  the  ministry  to  secure  his  resign 
It  was  also  stated  that  Count  Witte  was  kept  in  office  only  long  enou; 
float  a  new  loan  and  was  practically  dismissed  as  soon  as  the  loan  w: 
cured.  He  was  succeeded  by  M.  Goremykin.  On  May  8  new  or 
laws  were  promulgated  which  were  regarded  as  inconsistent  with  the  1 
festo  of  October  30  (see  last  Record,  p.  375). — The  much  heralded  ] 
(see  last  Record,  p.  377)  was  opened  by  the  czar  in  person  at  the  n 
palace  May  10  in  a  disappointing  speech,  in  which  he  said  that  the  mei 
must  realize  the  necessity  of  order  as  well  as  of  liberty.  Professor  Moi 
seif,  of  Moscow,  was  elected  president,  and  on  the  following  day  visitc 
czar.  On  the  12th  the  Duma,  which  contained  a  large  majority  of  Cor 
tional  Democrats,  made  a  demonstration  in  favor  of  political  amnesty.  ' 
days  later  the  address  in  reply  to  the  speech  from  the  throne  was  broug 
It  urged  the  necessity  of  universal  suffrage,  the  abohtion  of  the  old  for 
government,  the  desirability  of  having  ministers  chosen  by  the  maj 
and  especially  urged  that  the  state  of  siege  imposed  upon  the  count 
raised.  It  then  outlined  a  program  of  legislation,  including  devoti< 
state  and  monastic  lands  to  the  peasantry,  and  concluded  with  an  aj 
for  amnesty.  The  address  was  adopted  without  a  dissentient  vote,  b 
the  25th  the  premier  read  a  ministerial  declaration  rejecting  the  pro| 
solution  of  the  agrarian  question,  ignoring  the  demand  for  amnesty  an 
claring  that  the  matter  of  ministerial  responsibility  was  outside  the  Du 
competency.  Animated  discussions  of  official  abuses,  interpellatio; 
ministers  regarding  executions,  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of 
ital  punishment,  investigations  into  massacres  and  other  well-meant  c 
followed,  but  little  was  really  accomplished,  and  it  soon  became  app 
that  the  autocracy  had  no  intention  of  conceding  real  power  to  the  peop 
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Horrible  massacres  of  Jews  occurred  at  Bialystok  and  elsewhere,  there  were 
mutinies  in  the  army,  much  pillaging  was  done  by  the  peasants,  and  the 
country  remained  in  a  condition  approaching  anarchy. — On  July  21, 
after  a  ministerial  council  at  Peterhof,  the  czar,  moved  partly  it  seems  by 
the  attempt  of  the  Duma  to  appeal  to  the  people  on  the  agrarian  question, 
issued  an  imperial  ukase  dissolving  the  Duma  and  ordering  the  convoca- 
tion of  a  new  Duma  on  March  5,  1907.  The  ukase  asserted  that  the  czar 
had  been  cruelly  disappointed  by  the  conduct  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people;  that  "instead  of  applying  themselves  to  the  work  of  productive 
l^slation'*  they  had  "strayed  into  spheres  beyond  their  competence" 
and  had  ' '  been  making  inquiries  into  the  acts  of  local  authorities  established 
by  ourselves  and  comments  upon  the  imperfections  of  the  fundamental 
laws  which  can  be  modified  only  by  our  imperial  will."  About  the  same 
time  the  czar  relieved  Goremykin  of  the  premiership  and  appointed  in  his 
place  M.  Stolypin,  minister  of  the  interior.  Many  of  the  ex -members  of 
the  Duma  left  at  once  for  Finland,  met  at  Viborg  and  issued  an  address  to 
the  Russian  people  urging  them  to  refuse  to  pay  taxes  or  to  serve  in  the 
army  until  popular  representation  was  restored.  The  Labor  and  Social 
Democratic  parties  in  the  dissolved  body  issued  a  separate  appeal  declaring 
the  acts  of  the  government  illegal  and  calling  upon  the  army  and  navy  to 
stand  with  the  people  against  tyranny.  All  the  revolutionary  bodies  com- 
bined to  issue  a  manifesto  to  the  peasants  calling  upon  them  to  remove  the 
local  authorities  and  place  all  public  funds  in  the  hands  of  legally  elected 
representatives. — On  the  night  of  July  30  a  mutiny  broke  out  in  the  great 
fortress  of  Sveaborg  in  Finland,  and  another  about  the  same  time  at  Kron- 
stadt,  but  both  were  ultimately  suppressed  after  much  loss  of  life.  Acts  of 
violence  occurred  in  almost  all  parts  of  the  empire;  in  one  week  in  August 
more  than  fifty  officials  were  assassinated  and  more  than  forty  wounded; 
on  August  25  a  desperate  attempt  resulting  in  the  death  of  more  than  a 
score  of  persons  was  made  upon  the  premier;  the  hated  General  Min  was 
slain  on  the  following  day  by  a  girl;  and  new  risings  of  the  mujiks  and 
massacres  of  the  Jews  took  place  at  Siedlce  and  elsewhere.  Rigorous  re- 
actionary measures  were  taken  by  the  government. — The  court  martial 
appointed  to  fix  the  responsibility  for  the  surrender  of  Admiral  Rojest- 
vensky  acquitted  the  admiral  on  the  ground  that  being  wounded  he  was 
not  responsible,  but  condemned  four  officers  to  death,  though  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  sentence  be  commuted  to  dismissal  from  the  service  and 
the  loss  of  certain  rights.  This  recommendation  was  later  acted  upon 
favorably  by  the  czar. — In  July  and  August  massacres  of  Armenians  by 
Tartars  were  reported  from  the  Caucasus. 

BIINOR  EUROPEAN  STATES.  —The  king  of  Spain  and  Princess  Ena 
of  Battenberg  were  married  on  May  31  in  Madrid.  The  royal  procession 
to  and  from  the  church  of  San  Jeronimo  were  received  enthusiastically  by 
great  crowds,  but  on  the  way  back  to  the  palace  a  bomb  was  thrown  at  the 
carriage  containing  the  king  and  queen.     The  royal  pair  were  unhurt,  but 
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2 1  persocift  were  killed  a»d  tibout  99 1 
cetona  anarchixt,  on  bctnir  discover 
killed  ;i  police  officer  and  tlstn  himi 
hi»  reiiiK nation  *ind  thftt  of  hJi 
thmt  ibe  premier  and  the  Lib4 
mud  requested  Sefior  Mom  10  recoiut 
Ihb  recofiainjcted  mial&try  re^i^iied,  a 
41  new  <yiie  composed  of  members  of 
At^jlfu&t  a  rojrai  decree  revi&ed  ihe  I4 
?urge»  mud  dropped  the  obligation  hJi 
du«  iketri«UKioa.--lii  May  the  Pa 
ipiCDce  of  1  diKigreement  mih  the  I 
Mft^f  leering  of  the  Corte«,  It  w«i 
le^d&thjp  of  SenJior  Franco,  The  C 
— Elections  of  half  the  members  of 
mtihed  m  the  decrease  of  the  Ciettc 
'"^*****>  parliament  under  the  new  snv 
npened  by  King  Frederick  in  jierson 
ipring  left  the  Christensen  ministry 
King  K:iakon  and  Q^^^^  Miiude  ol 
were  crowned  writh  much  ceremony  in 
Eiirtspcan  notJibilitieat  ivere  pre&Ciit,  ' 
announced  a  policy  of  peace,  of  fmg 
»olve  the  ptiildpml  iociml  quentJont .  < 
iilgiaeii  Against  Illness,  old  a^e  and  tl 
chaunber  of  the  Swedish  Riksdag  reji 
an  extension  of  the  suflTrage  (see  last  1 
piisiUon  uniendmtnt  for  proportional  r 
him  ever,  passed  the  bilL  As  the  1 
chamber  :ind  thereby  render  possible  : 
rc*iijijned,  and  a  new  one  was  forme 
general  of  tde^raphs,  The  king  call 
a  new  frani  hisc  ineasnre  al  the  ne> 
Servian  niinisirv  entered  office  early 
and  foreign  minister.  Five  junior  01 
Nr>vakfmtch,  editor  of  the  Orta:;bmfi, 
were  in  May  tried  by  a  court  martial  ; 
{ }rtazhiniT  m  as  also  suppressed.  Late 
Older  pLuing  on  the  retired  list  with  f 
in  the  n^nrder  ai  Kin^  Alexander,— t 
the  leading;  Macedonian  chiefs,  waski 
Disorders  and  race  conflicts  in  the  Bi 
—The  &reek  chamber  elected  in  Ap 
after  reforming  the  gendarmerie,  volii 
tioning  a  S)Stem  of  electric  railways 
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August  it  was  announced  that  the  protecting  powers  had  agreed  upon  cer- 
tain measures  for  Crete,  viz,  to  reorganize  the  gendarmerie,  to  withdraw 
the  international  troops  as  soon  as  the  Cretan  gendarmerie  and  militia 
showed  themselves  competent  to  preserve  order  and  to  extend  the  control 
of  the  international  finance  committee  over  the  island.  Prince  George  of 
Greece  resigned  his  position  as  high  commissioner  in  September  and  was 
succeeded  by  M.  2^imis,  ex-premier  of  Greece.  Recent  events  seem  to 
render  the  probability  of  the  incorporation  of  the  island  with  Greece  more 
remote. 

AFRICA  AND  ASIA. 
AFRICA. — A  recrudescence  of  fanatical  race  and  religious  hostility  in 
QSTPt  resulted  on  June  1 3  in  an  attack  at  Tanta  upon  five  British  officers, 
with  the  result  that  one  was  killed  and  others  were  injured.  The  danger  of 
further  outbreaks  with  the  kindling  of  a  possible  **holy  war"  appeared  so 
great  that  on  July  5  Sir  EUlward  Gray,  the  British  foreign  secretary,  informed 
Parliament  that  extraordinary  measures  might  have  to  be  resorted  to. — 
The  revolt  of  the  Pretender  in  Morocoo  has  not  yet  been  suppressed. 
Early  in  September  insurgents  took  possession  of  Mogador,  but  quitted  the 
city  on  the  8th.  In  the  middle  of  October  it  was  reported  that  a  revolt  had 
broken  out  in  the  Kehanna  district,  and  that  communication  between  Mara- 
kesh,  the  southern  capital,  and  the  coast  was  cut  off.  In  the  same  month 
the  town  of  Arzila  was  seized  by  insurgents,  who  murdered  many  Jews,  but 
on  the  27th  it  was  recaptured  by  Raisuli,  who  had  been  appointed  pasha  of 
the  town. — In  Natal  the  revolt  of  the  Zulus  (see  last  Record,  p.  379) 
assumed  alarming  proportions,  but  after  conflicts  in  which  several  thousand 
of  the  natives  were  killed,  and  in  one  of  which  Bambaata,  the  chief  leader, 
lost  his  life,  the  movement  was  suppressed. — In  Cape  Colony  the  assembly 
in  August  passed  an  amnesty  bill  removing  all  disabilities  arising  out  of 
participation  in  the  war  against  Great  Britain. — In  the  Transvaal  the  impe- 
rial government's  determination  to  repatriate  the  Chinese  (see  last  Record, 
p.  380)  has  continued  to  excite  much  opposition  among  mine  workers.  The 
plan  for  the  new  Transvaal  constitution  was  announced  in  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Winston  Churchill  on  July  31.  The  principle  of  "one  vote 
one  value"  is  adopted;  there  is  to  be  no  discrimination  between  Boer  and 
Briton;  the  assembly  is  to  consist  of  69  members,  34  from  the  Rand,  29 
from  Pretoria  and  six  from  the  rest  of  the  country;  in  the  sessions  either 
Dutch  or  English  may  be  used;  during  the  first  parliament  there  is  to  be  a 
second  chamber  of  1 5  nominated  by  the  crown;  and  all  recruiting  of  Chi- 
nese labor  is  to  cease  after  November  30. — The  uprising  in  German  Soath- 
west  Africa  has  not  yet  been  entirely  suppressed,  although  in  May, 
Marengo,  the  chief  leader,  fled  to  Cape  Colony. — In  Nigeria  on  May  3  a 
British  force  captured  the  king  of  Hadeija.  Severe  fighting  later  took  place 
in  southern  Nigeria.  In  September  an  uprising  at  Benin  resulted  in  the 
death  of  two  Europeans  and  caused  the  traders  to  flee  from  the  place. — 
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POUTICAL  SCIENCE  QUARTERLY 


In  September  a  conflict  between  French  troops  and  Fahavola  tril 
occurred  near  Majunga,  MartagMoar,  and  resulted  in  a  defeat 
natives,  who  lost  360  killed  and  many  wounded. 

ASIA. — The  revolt  m  Temm  (see  last  Record,  p.  378)  against  ' 
authority  still  continues.  A  mutiny  of  Turkish  troops  at  Sana  in  ]\ 
suppressed  only  after  much  bloodshed. — In  Penia  the  delay  of  the 
ordering  elections  for  the  new  parliament  (see  last  Record,  p.  379) 
much  disaffection  and  considerable  disorder.  The  shah  ultimate 
missed  his  reactionary  grand  vizier,  and  in  September  published  a 
nance  providing  that  the  parliament  should  contain  1 56  members, 
biennially,  60  from  Teheran  and  96  from  the  rest  of  the  country-. 
male  Persian  between  the  ages  of  30  and  70  who  is  not  in  the  sei 
the  state,  who  is  able  to  read  and  write,  and  who  has  never  been  coi 
of  crime,  is  entitled  to  vote.  Inviolability  of  members  is  prcnnisc 
August  the*  viceroy  of  India  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  refo 
the  administration.  It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  representative  elen 
the  legislative  council. — In  CUna  the  system  of  sending  students 
for  study  has  been  revived  by  the  Viceroy  Yuan  Shih-kai,  and  an  . 
can.  Dr.  Tlnney,  for  some  time  principal  of  Tien-tsin  university,  ha 
appointed  supervisor  over  the  students  in  Elngland  and  Americ 
August  the  dowager  empress  appointed  a  committee  of  officials  to  c< 
the  reports  of  the  commissions  returned  from  abroad  (see  last  Recc 
379)  and  to  make  recommendations  with  regard  to  them.  On  Septe 
the  emperor  issued  a  decree  promising  to  grant  a  constitution  as  soon 
people  were  ripe  for  it  and  intimating  a  readiness  to  introduce  refom 
supplementary  decree  appointed  a  large  number  of  high  officials  to  d 
ate  upon  and  suggest  the  necessary  changes.  Later  in  the  month  a 
was  issued  ordering  the  abolition  of  the  use  of  opium  within  ten  year 
first  section  of  the  railroad  from  Peking  to  Kalgan  was  opened  on  S 
ber  30.  The  road  is  being  built  by  Chinese  under  the  direction  of  a  C 
engineer  educated  in  America.  Failure  of  the  Chinese  to  partidp 
forming  the  Southern  Manchuria  railroad  company  has  resulted  in  its 
exclusively  controlled  by  the  Japanese.  In  August  Boxer  troubles 
out  in  Shansi  but  were  suppressed.  A  severe  famine,  involving  ws 
many  millions  of  people,  exists  in  Kiang-Su  province  in  Central  Ch 
Late  in  May  a  revolt  of  some  dimensions  occurred  at  Hong-ju  in  ' 
but  it  was  soon  put  down  by  the  Japanese. — ^The  distressing  conditio] 
ated  by  the  famine  in  northern  Japan  b^an  to  improve  in  May. 
government  has  reported  that  of  the  seventeen  railroad  companies 
purchased  by  the  government  (see  last  Record,  p.  379)  six  wo 
bought  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  purchase  will  entail  an  e 
of  about  $123,000,000. 
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